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[Die  chief  guriose  of  this  ■nuhlicat ion  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flj^ing  personnel  in  the  Regular  Array,  Reserve  Corps,  National 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation.  . , 

Puhlisliers  are  authorized  to  reprint  material  appearing  in  this 
,pp.plica'tion,  ■ 

_„_o0o— 

MILITARY  AVIATION  POE  1930 

Operating  with  the  Hon.  P.  Truhee  Davison,  Assistant  Secretaip^  of  War  for 
Aeronautics,  as  its  dopartmontai  head,  and  fej or- General  James  E.  Pechet  as 
its  Chief,  the  Air  Corps  on  December  31,  1930,  completed  three  and  one-half 
years  of  its  Five  Year  Expansion  Program, 

The  latest  figu-res  ccmniled  on  the  subject  (October  31,  1930)  give  the  Air 


Corps  the  following  strength  in  personnel; 

Air  Coros  Officers,  R.egalar  Ainy ^ ^ — — — — ■ — - — --1,204 

Detailed  to  the  Air  Corps  (mostly  student  officers) 139 

Reserve  Officers  on  extended  extive  duty — - — 240 

Total  number  of  Air  Corps  Reserve  Officers- ^ 5,700 

Air  Corps  enlisted  men' — ■ — 12,086 


' Foremost  among  .its  members  are  the  throe  Assistant  Chiefs  of  the  Air 
Corps,  each  holding  the  ranli  of  Brigadier- General . .These  officers,  together 
with  their  duties  are: 

General  Benjamin  D.  Poulois,  Chief,  Plans  Division,  Office  of  the  Chief  of 
the  Air  Corps,  Washington,  D.C. 

General'  Charles  H,  Danforth,  Conmianding  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center, 
Duncan  Field,  San  Ai-itonio,  Texas. 

Gone rar  Henry  Conger  Pratt,  Chief  of  ' the  ifeteriel  Division,  Air  Corps,' 
Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Daring  the  past  year,  two  Assistant''  (Tciefs  of  the  Air  Cores  (Brigadier- 
Generals  Williai'-Q  E,  G-illmore  and'  Franh  ?.  Lalrni)  retired  from  that  status. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  of -the  Materiel  Division  at  Wright  Field, 
a -program  of  developm.ent  and  research  of  considerable  magnitude,  even  in.  the 
face  of  rather  lim.ited  apwro'eriations,.  was  vigoi'ously  carried  on.  Tne  lessons 
learned  from  the  joint  Army-Nav^/-  maneuvers,  the  ex'censive  Air  Corps  Exercises 
held  last  spring  in  the  vicinity  of  Sacramento,  California,  and  the  trend  of 
high-perform.ance  commercial  aircraft,  as  well  as  the  aroproximately  36,000,000 
aircraft  miles  actually  flown  last  year  oy  'the -Air  Cortjs,  are  being  applied 
directly  to  the  new  designs  now  in  embryonic  stages. 

Eiigine  developmexit  was  carried  on  along  two  general  lines,  direct  air  cool- 
ing and  high  tera^perature  liop\id  cooling.  With  the  increase  in  power  plants  of 
observation  aurplanes  from  425  to  500  horse"_)Ower , the  geared  propeller,  liquid- 
cooled  engine  held  its  own  in  the  increasing  field  of  air-cooled  radial  engines. 
The  conventional  radial  air-cooled  mlotcr  of  525  horsepower  was  successfully 
"stepped  up"  to  575  horsepower.  Tests  of  a 1400  h.p.  X type  engine  of  24  .cyl- 
inders was  carried  on,  and  interesting  results  obtained. 

Among  other  tests  allied  to  pov/er  plants  Were  those  carried  on  with  anti- 
detonating fuels,  Diesel  aircraft  engines, , automatic  superchargers,  and  fuel, 
pumps . 

In  the  field  of  airplanes,  the  Keystone  BoA,  similar  to  the  old  LB~7,  ex- 
cept for  a single  m.idder  assembly,  was  adopted  as  the  .standard  type  horaber.  A 
number  of  single-engine  cabin  airplanes  of  a commercial  type,  were  bought  and 
placed  in  the  service  for  a.erial  photographic  uses.  The  Douglas  0-25A  and  0-38 
and  the  Ihom.as-Morse  0-19,  are  being  used  for  observation  -purposes,  together  - 
with  a number  of  Curtiss  Falcon  01~E’s. 

The  Curtiss  Falcon  A3-B-  still  holds  the  field  as  the  Attack  airplane,  while 
the  nev/  Boeing  P-12C  and  some  Ci-irtiss  ?-6  airplanes  have  been  adopted  for  ?u.rsu:' 
work.  Transport  airplanes  of  medium  ca.pacity,  :but  possessing  high  speed,  have 
been  bought  and  placed  under  service  tests. 

Among  the  experimental  airolanes  which  were  tested  during  the  past  year, 
and  which  may  affect  Pursuit  design,  should  be  mentioned  the  Eorliner-Joyce , the 
Curtiss  XP-10,  the  Boeing  X?-9  and  the  Curtiss  XP-17.  A new  type  of  long- 
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distance,  reoanT]a3.j5saace_£ij?plana,-^  FokJ  er  x6--'2rt also  inidergcing-*^^^ 
with  a view  to  its  pranticahility-fcr.'irh.at  .panose . .'This  is  a mono  'ilane  with 
two  engines  and  retractable  landing  gear,,  and  has  often  been  referred  to  as  a 
''flying  wing." 

Oat  in  the  field  certain  clianges  have'tal:©n  plane  in  the  Air  Corps  organi- 
zation. Among  these  changes  ha.ve  been  the  formation  of  the  kOtli  Porsuit  Group 
Headquarters,  the  55th  and  77th  rurcuit  and  the  80th  Service  Squadrons  at  Ivlather 
field,  Sacramento,  Calif.;  the  2nd  halloon  Company  at  Pope  Pield,  Port  Bragg, 
H.C.;  the  36th  Pursuit  Sqiiadron  at  Selfridge  Field,  '/iichigan,  and  the  concentra- 
tion of  Air  Corps  enlisted  men  in  Hawaii  to  afford  strength  for  the  new  organi- 
zations already  and  soon  to  be  found  there.. 

Construction  work  and  the  planning  of  layouts  at  many  of  the  -present  and 
future  stations  were  carried  on  t.o  keep  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  Air  Coipps, 

At  Handokph  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  c.nd  ^vfexwell  Field,  Montgomiery,  Alabama, 
construction  of  a general  character  has  taken  place  to  take  care  of  the  movement 
of  the  Air  Corps  Primai*y  FJ.yiiig  Schools  to  the  former  field  and  the  Air  Corps 
Tactical  School  to  the  latter.  liitchel  Field,  Long  Island,  Hew  York,  end 
Self  ridge  Field,  L't.  Clemens,  Mich.,  Imve  been  provided  with  new  quarters  and 
barracks,  with  the  addition  of  a hospital  at  the  latter  field,  noncommissioned 
officers  quarters  were  in  the  process  of  construction  at  Langley  Field,  Va. 
Barksdale  Field,  the  site  near  Shreveport,  La.,  was  turned  over  to  the  War 
Department  , and  'ouilding  preparations  made  with  a view  to  providing  facilities 
for  the  Third  Attack  Wing  to  be  stationed  there  sometime  in  the  future.  The 
site  in  J,fe,rin  County,  Calif.,  for  the  proposed  new  Bombardment  Group,  and  the 
qne  at  Alameda,  Calif.  , for  the  Air  Be")ot  on  the  Pacific  Coast  , have  not  yet 
been  accepted  by  the  War  Department,  but  consideration  is  already  being  given 
to  the  possible  layouts  of  buildings  and  grounds  at  those  -places. 

Playing  a iprominent  role  in  Air  Corps  activities,  as,  they  always  ha-veg  it 
is  not  surprising  to  note  that  in  the  past  calendar  year  the  various  Air  Corps 
schools  have  graduated  an  un'usually  large  nuiiiber  of  officers  and  enlisted  men, 
as  follows; 

Air  Corps  Advanced  Flj/'ing  School,  Kelly.  Field,  Texas,  275  students,  com- 
prising 72  officers,.  201  Flying  Cadets,  one  Air  Corps  noncommissioned  officer 
and  one  foreign  officer. 

Air  Corps  Tactical  School , Langley  Field,  Va.  - 14  Air  Coros  officers,  11 
officers  from  other  branches  of  the  Army,  3 Marine  Cor-^s  officers,  and  one 
foreign  student. 

Engineering  School,  Wright  Field,  Ohio,-  11  Air  Corps  officers. 

Air  Corps  Technical  School,  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111.  - 24  Air  Corps 
officers, 629  enlisted  men,  and  28  other  students,  inckuding  officers  from 
the  Air  Corps  Reserve,  National  Guard,  a.nd  foreigu  students.  Of  noteworthy 
mention  in  connection  with  this  school  is  the  fact  that  a total  of  80  Air  Cor-ps 
officers  were  detailed  to  talce  instruction,  &tart5.ng  in  September,  in  the  va.ri- 
ous  courses  offered  the  commissioned  personnel.  Tnis  large  number  of  student 
officers  constituted  a record  in  the  annals  of  the  Chanute  Field  school. 

As  flying  is  the  major  activity  of  the  Air  Corps,  it  might  be  well  to 
refer  to  the  ej^tensive  maneuvers  held  auring  April  at  Mather  Field,  Sacramento, 
Calif,  ■ Every  combat  unit  stationed  in  the  United  States  participated  in  these 
exercises,  which  lasted  four  weeks.  More  tha,n  135  airrlanes,  service  type,  co- 
ordinated into  the  First  Provisional  Wing,  went  through  intensive  training  in 
the  coordination  of  various  types  of  aviation  which  the  exercises  afforded.  The 
size  of  such  a temjporary  organization  will  be  quadrupled  during  Jiay,  1931,  with 
the  formation  of  the  EirstAir  Division  and  the  holding  of  maneuvers  in  the 
northeastern  States. 

Some  of  the  features  of  the  1930  exercises  were  the  cross-country  flight  of 
a Bomber,  equipped  \vith  a gyro  pilot,  from  the 'Ea.st  to  the  West  Coa.st  and  return, 
also  its  participation,  so  equipped,  in  a simulated  bombing  raid  out  to  sea;  a 
sqaadron  maneuver  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  of  19  airplanes  at  an  altitude  of 
28,000  feet,  and  the  transmission  of  pictorial  messages  by  radio  from  plane  to 
ground.  Worthy  of  mention  is  the  fact  tiiat  during  these  exercises  and  also  durin, 
its  participation  in  the  National  Air  Races  at  Chicago  late  in  August,  the  Air 
Corps  did  not  suffer  a single  fatality. 

Although  the  Air  Corps  has  for  some  time  given  up  any  special  endeavors  to 
attain  spectacular  flight  records,  one  feature  of  the  1930  activities  was  the 
fli^t  by  an  Air  Corps  Trans-port  plane  (Ford  type)  without  stop  from  the  States 
to  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  as  wart  of  the  routine  ferrying  flights 
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between  this?-  country  and  our  field  on  tlie  , Isthmus. 

In  aerial  photography,  Air  Co'rgs  photo  sections  have  completed  thousands 
of  squa.re  miles  of  photographic  surveys  for  the  U.S.  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 
and  other,  agencies  of  the  Federal  government. 

Radio , developments  were  mainly  along  the  line  of  "homing  devices,"  or 
directional  indicators.  These  may  he  described  briefly  as  devices  for  direc- 
tional t-uuiing  whereby  the  airplane  pilot  may  quickly  get  the  bearing  of  any 
radio  or  broadcasting  station  in  operation  at  the  time,  and  by  two  or  more  cross- 
bearings be  able  to  plot  his  position  accurately.  A similar  development  work, 
although,  not  .strictly  in  radio,  was  carried  on  by  the  Air  Corps  with  the  General 
Electric  Comimny  on  the  Sonic- (sound-echo)  Altimeter  for  blind  landings  and 
flying  in  fog. 

With  the  placing  of  contracts  and  delivery  of  a large  number  of  new  air- 
planes during  the  year,  and  the  policy  adopted  of  ferrying  most  of  them  from 
the  place  of  manufacture  to  the  various  stations  to  v/hich  they  were  allotted, 

Air  Corps  pilots  were  afforded  considerable  cross-country  flying  experience. 

Awards  of  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross  were  made  during  the  to 

Captain  Ulysses  G.  Jones,  1st  Lieut.  Walter  T.  Meyer,  2hd:' Lieutcccnt  Edvfin  W. 
Rawlings,  Staff  Sergeant  Robert  F.  Summers,.  Air  Corps,  Regular  Anny»  and  Capt. 
Ashley  C«  McKinley  and  Lieut.  Dean  Cull  Smith,  Air  Corps  Reserve.  The  first 
four  named  men  received  the  decoration  for  heroic  cg^duct  at  sea  off  the 
Island  of  Hawaii  in  endeavoring  to  effect  the  rescue)^ the  crew  of  a Bomber 
which  dived  into  the  water  due  to  engine  failure.  Captain  McKinley  and  Lieut, 
Smith  received  the  coveted  decoration  for  their  notable  work  While  serving  with 
the  ^rd  Antarctic  Expedition.  Including  these  six  awards  of  the  Distinguished 
Flying  Cro.ss,  the  number  thus  far  awarded  by  the  War  Department  totals  4S,  • .. 

■/mong  the-  accorapli-skments  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  during  the  calendar  year 
1930,  the  following  may  be  mentioned; 

The  Arctic  Patrol  Flight  of  the  First  Pursuit  Group,  undertaken  to  test 
the  behaviour  of.  personnel,  planes  and  equipment  under  the  most  severe  winter 
conditions,  returned  to  Self ridge  Field,  Mich.,  from  Spol^ne,  Wash.,  on  January 
29th.  The  flight  involved  a total  distance  of  3,500  miles,  and  was  partici-pated 
in  by  23  pilots  and. 20  mechanics,  utilising  18  Pursuit  -olanes,  three  Cargo 
planes  and  one  observation  plane. 

Aside  from  the  fact  that  one  pilot  was  injured  in  a crash  during  a raging 
blissard  and  that  several  others  suffered  frost  hites,  there  were  no  untoward 
incidents  in  this  long  aerial  jaunt  through  the  frigid  northwest.  One  plane  was 
lost,  being  damaged  beyond  repair  in  the  crash  referred  to. 

Lieut,  Edwin  B,  Bobzien  and  Technical  Sergeant  Stockwell,  of  the  15th 
Photo  Section,  Crissy  Field,  Presidio  of  San  Francisco , Calif.,  completed  in 
January  a most  interesting  photographic  mission  in  Arizona.  , They  took  photo- 
graphs and  mapped  an  area,  400  se^uare  miles,  of  ruined  prehistoric  cities  and 
canals  constructed  in  that  locality  from  800  to  1,000  years  ago. 

Lieut  . William  A.  Matheny,  Air  Corps,  was  selected  for  the  1929  Cheney 
Award  for  the  most  outstanding  and  meritorious  act  performed  by  any  individual 
eligible  to  receive  it,  Lieut,  Jfe.theny*s  act  of  valor  and  self  sacrifice  oc- 
- curred  when  he  went  to  the  assistance  of  a fellow  flyer  who,  following  the  crash 
of  a Boiaber  while  en  route  from  Ifenagua,  Nicaragua,  to  France  Field,  Panama,  was 
throTOi  out  of  the  plane,  momentarily  stunned  and  unable  to  move  from  the  vicinitj 
of  the  wrecked  craft  vdiich  liad  cau^t  fire,  Riuming  back  to  the  burning  plane, 
Lieut,  Matheny  assisted  the  injured  airman  to  his  feet,  dragged  him  away  from 
the  flames  and  rolled  him  along  the  ground  to  extinguish  the  flames  on  his  -persoi 
Lieut,  teitheny  was  severely  burned  in  his  rescue  effort. 

Lieut. -Colonel  Jacob  E.  Fickel,  Lieuts,.  Albert  F.  Hegenberger  and  Fhnis  C. 
Whitehead,  on  February  20th, ■ completed  a successful  non-stop  flight  from  Miami, 
Fla. , to  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  a total  distance  of  1200  miles,  the 
greatest  part  of  which  over  water,  in  11  hours  and  25  minutes.  The  plane  flown 
was  a Ford  Transport,  powered  with  three  Wright  J-5,  300  horsepower,  air-cooled 
engines. 

A total  of  51  students  (IS  officers’  of  the  Regular  Army,  one  officer  from 
Colombia,  South  America,  33  Flying  Cadets,  and  one  Staff  Sergeant,  Air  Cor-ps) 
gTaduated  from  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Flying  School,  Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio, 
Texas , on  February  28th, 

Entering  the  two  Primary  Flying  Schools  of  the  Air  Corps  at  Brooks  Field, 
Texas,  and  March  Field,  Calif.,  to  begin  training  March  1st,  were  244  candidates, 
comprising  195  civilians,  44  enlisted  men.  Air  Corps,  and  five  enlisted  men  of 
other  branches  of  the  service. 
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A total  of  95  students,  coimrising  14  officers  ofj,  the  Re^^alar  Anny  and  81 
Flying  Cadets,  graduated  from  the  Advanced  Flyih’g ' Schdol , Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
on  Feoruary  27th.  All  hut  ten  of  the  graduating  Cadets  accented  extended  active 
duty  tours  under  their  Reserve  Coimnissions  with  Air  Corps  tactical  units. 

Members  of  the  113th  Observation  Squadron,  Indiana  Rational  Gua-rd  Air  Ser- 
vice, in  cooperation  with  the  American  ITational  Red  Cross,  performed  commendable 
work  in  patrolling  the  flood-stricken  area  along  the  Wabash  River  from 
Vincennes,  Indiana,  to  the  m.outh  of  the  river.  The  flood  vias  caused  by  inter- 
mittent freezing  and  thawing  of  this  river,  numerous  .patrol  flights "were  made, 
marooned  persons  located,  relief  parties  directed  to  them,  and  food,  medicine, 
clothing  and  other  necessities  dropped  by  the  airmen  to  persons  in  need  thereof. 

Daring  a photographic  project  in  the  northwest,  Captain  Albert  W.  Stevens, 
piloted  by  Lieut.  John  D.  Corkille,  made  a remarkable  long-range  photograph  of 
distant  mountain  peaks.  While  flying  some  20,000  feet  above  Crater  Lai^e, 

Oregon,  a photograph  was  taken  which  broke  all  previous  records  in  long-range 
photography.  The  finished  photograph  showed  the  various  mountain  peaks  very 
distinctly,  including  Mt . Rainier,  270  miles  distant  from  the  spot  over  which 
the  plane  was  flying. 

Captain  Albert  W.  Stevens,  j^ir  Cor-qs,  was  designated  by  the  War  Department 
to  receive  the  1929  award  of  the  l.feckay  Trophy  in  recognition  of  several  notable 
flights,  including  high  altitude,  long-range  aerial  photographic  and  ni^t  photo- 
graphic flights. 

Returning  from  the  Air  Corps  Exercises,  conducted  at  Mather  Field,  Sacra- 
mento, Calif.,  the  2nd  Bombardment  G-roup  of  the  Air  Corps,  stationed  at  Langley 
Field,  Va. , flying  in  formation,  eclipsed  its  previous  record  for  the  transcon- 
tinental journey  to  the  Pacific  Coast  to  the  extent  of  1-|  hours,  returning  to  : 
its  home  station  in  28  hours  and  20  minutes. 

Flying  in  a ’’Fleetster"  low-wing  monoplane,  Ijfe.j or- General  James  E.  Fechet, 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  niloted  by  Captain  Ira  C.  Saker,  of  Bolling  Field,  D.C,-,. 
after  flying  to  the  West  Coast  to  attepd  the  Air  Corps  Exercises  at  Mather  Field, 
Sacramento,  Calif.,  visited  a number  of  Air  Cq’nqs  activities  on  the  Pacific  Coast- 
prior  to  returning  to  Washington.  The  entire  distance  traveled  on  this  trip  to 
the  Coast  and  return,  which  totalled  790,5  miles,  consumed  58  hours  and  25  minutes 
flying  time,  making  the  avera.ge  speed  for  the  whole  , trip  145  miles  per  hour.  The 
fastest  time  me,de  on  the  entire  tri-p  was  from  Fargo,  N.D.  to  Washington,  D.C., 
via  Chicago  and  Daj^ton,  the  distance  of  1300  miles  being  covered  in  7 hours  and 
20  minutes,  or  at  an  average  speed  of  almost.  180  miles,  per  hour. 

Air  Corps  Bands  w/e re  established ■ and-  htatlened  vdth  organizations,  as 
follows:  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School,  Chanute  Field,  Rant oul , 111.;  the  Third 
Attack  Group  at  Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas*  the  6th  Composite  Group  at 
France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone;  and  the  Air  Corns  Training  Center  at  Kelly. 

Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas.  , 

The  June  graduating  class  of  the  Advanced'  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
numbered  95  students,  corn-prising  16  officers  of  the  Regular  Aray,  one  foreign 
officer,  77  Flying  Cadets  and  one  Air  Corps  Staff  Sergea,nt. 

Eleven  officers  graduated  from  the  Air  Corps  Engineering  School  at  Wright 
Field,  Ohio,  on  June  30th.  All  bat  twc  of  the  graduates  were  assigned  to  duty 
in  the  various  branches  of  the  Materiel  Division.  - 

The  Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  organized  a course  in 
Instrament  or  "Blind"  Flying,  to  be  hereafter  given  to  students  attending  .that 
school.  During  the  period  Junie  15th  to  25th,  instructions  in  that  course  were 
given  to  the  40  flying  instructors  on  duty  at  the  school. 

Of  the  235  Cadets  graduating  from  the  United  States  Military  Academy,  West 
Point,  R.Y. , on  June  12th,  86  were  detailed  to  the  Army  Air  Corps  for  flying 
training,  and  were  assigned  to  the  class  commencing  October  15th. 

Flying  in  formation,  the ' 3rd  Attack  Group,  Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas, 
successfully  completed  a Dawn  to  Dusk  Plight  to  Chicago,  111.  , in  order  to 
participate  in  the  Military  Tournam.ent  and  Ex-)Osition  held  at  Soldiers  Field 
the  latter  -part  of  June. 

The  De-partm.ent  of  Photography  of  the  Air  Conos  Technical  School,  Chanute 
Field,  111.  , made  tri-lens  -photographs  of  approximately  100  square  miles  of 
quadrangles  in  the  State  of  Illinois  for  theU.S.  Geological  Survey, 

The  double  "Jin::"  - Fi’iday,  the  13th  - proved  no  terrors  for  Air  Corps  offi- 
cers in  and  near  Washing*ton,  for  some  liftY  of  them  gathered  at  a dinner  on 
Friday,  June  13th,  to  do  honor  to  Brigadier-General  William  E,  Gillmore,  Assistan"' 
Chief  of  the  Air  Cores,  on  the  eve  of  his  retire;nent  from  active  service. 
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Students  attending  tlie  comrnanicatiO'.s,  course  at  tile'  jLir  Corps  Teclmical 
School  at  Chanute  Field,  Eantoul,  111,,,  participated  in  a rather  unique  form 
of  graduation  exercises.  It  transpired  -that  on  gradiiation  day  they  vrere  on 
detached  service  at  Chicago,  111.,  in  connection  with  the  Military  Hrposition 
and  Tournainent.  Arrangements  were  made  with  F.adio  Station  7/LS,  Chicago,  to 
conduct  the  graduation  exercises  via  Radio  during  the  afternoon  performance 
of  the  war  show.  Telegrams  from  the  CommEindant  and  Assistant  Commandant  of 
the  Technical  School,  which  were  read  over  the  microphone  of  the  broadcasting 
station,  were  received  and  adcnowlodged  by  the  students  of  the  Communications 
Course  while  flying  in  the  vicinity  of  Soldiers  Field.  Saxh  of  the  graduates 
was  called  upon  by  the  studio  announcer  for  remarks  pertaining  to  the  course 
of  instraction.  The  students,  one  b^one,  responded  quickly,  and  finally  two 
of  the  radio  performers  in  the  studio  of  Station  WLS  sang  "Congratulations,” 
thus  conclviding  what  probably  proved  the  first  time  graduation  exercises  of 
aiiy  character  were  ever  conducted  entirely  via  radio. 

During  the  refueling  endura?ice  flight  at  Chicago  of  the  Hunter  Bi'others, 
a radio- eq;aipped  airplane  from  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School,  Chanute  Field, 
Rantoul,  111.,  was  flown  to  the  scene  of  the  flight  in  order  that  a microphone 
and  headset  may  be  dropued  into  the  endii.rance  plane  to  enable  theflyers  to 
broadcast ■ their  experiences  over  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  Chain.  The  Hunter 
Brothers  talked  via  telephone  to  the  Aimy  plane,  and  the  operator  therein  trans- 
mitted their  ta.lk  by  radio  to  the  ground  station  at  the  ■ Sky  Harbor  anrriort, 
from  which  point  the  talk  was  relayed  again  by  tbiephone  to  the  broadcasting 
station  of  WBBIvI,  Chicago,  and  from  there  simultaneously  broadcasted  to  all 
radio  stations  throughout  the  United  States  affiliated  with  the  Columbia 
radio  network. 

I'iather  Field,  Sacramento,  Calif.,  v/as  reopened  to  serve  as  a tem;porary 
station  for  several  new  units  of  the  Air  Corps,  reconstituted  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Five-Year  Air  Cores  Esparision  Program.  Units  reconstituted  at 
Mather  Field  and  to  be  stationed  there  pending  the  completion  of  'cuarters  at  the 
stations  they  are  to  be  regularly  assigned  v/ere  Headciuarters  20th  Pursuit  Group, 
80th  Service  Squadron,  77th  and  55th  Pursuit  Souadrons. 

A total  of  236  civilian  and  enlisted  candidates  were  selected  by  the  Chief 
of  the  Air  Corps  to  undergo  flying  training  at  the  two  Primary  Flying  Schools 
of  the  Air  Corps  at  ifeirch  and  Brocks  Fields,  with  the  class  commencing  instruc- 
tion July  1st. 

Three  officers  from  the  Materiel  Division  of  the  Air  Corps,  Wright  Field, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  ilajor  A.H.  Gilkeson  and  Lieut.  Donald  L.  Bruner  in  an  0-22  ulane, 
and  Lieut.  H.P.  Ru'sh  in  an  02-H  plane,  started  for  Washington  in  the  afternoon, 
arrived  at  Bolling'  Field,  D. C. , without  incident,  started  on  their  return 
flight  to  Dayton  at  10:00  p,m.  that  night,  and  landed  at  Wright  Field  at  2:10 
o’clock'  in  the  moriing.  Tlie  airmen  'Xre  guided  solely  by  the  equipment  in  their 
planes,  there  being  no  lighted  airways  from  Washington  to  Da.yton  until  Columbds, 
Ohio,  is  reached. 

Lieuts.  A.T.  Johnson,  S.K.  Warbiirton  and  A. A.  Straubel,  representing  the 
First  Pursuit  Group,  Self ridge  Field,  Mich. , won  the  first  three  places  in  the 
annual  Aerial  Gunnery  and  Bombing  Ivlatches  held  at  Laiigley  Field,  Va.,  the 
pilots  being  credited  with  scores  of  807,  747  and  725,  res-)ectively. 

Photographic  personnel  stationed  at  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  com- 
pleted, an  eight-day  photogravliic  mission' to  the  Republic  of  Costa  Rica,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  aerial  photographs  for  that  country  of  the  proposed  route 
of  the  Pan-American  Highway.  ' 

A composite  Pursuit  Sq->nadron  of  the  First  Pursuit  Group  from  Selfridge 
Field,  Mich.  under  the  comixia.nd  of  Captain  Ross  G.  Hoyt,  Air  Corps,  attended  the 
American  Legion  Convention  in  xsoston,  Ivfeiss,  , during  the  latter  wart  of  September 
and  staged  several  aerial  demonstrations  for  the  benefit,  of  the  Legionnaires. 

Three  enlisted  men,  stationed  at. Mitchel  Field,  Long  Island,  H.Y.,  made  a 
successful  demonstration  of  parachute  jujnping  from  three  planes  flying  in  forma- 
tion. When  the  thx’ee  ships  reached  an  altitude  of  2,000  feet,'  the  parachutist 
on  each  ship,  at  a signal  from  the  lea.ding  ship,  jumped  into  space.  They 
dropped  a distance  of  more  tlian  100  feet  before  oi’J.ling  the  ripcords  of  their 
’chutes,  thus  clearing  the  formation  by  a sa.fe  margin.  The  parachutes  opened 
promptly  and  the  soldiers  floated,  safely  to  the  gi’ound. 

Array  airmen  stationed  at  Crissy  Field,  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Calif. , 
cooperated  with  the  U.S.  Havj'’  in  combined  maneuvers  in  the  vicinity  of 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 
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August  1st  saw  the  assignment  of  Brigadier- General  Henry  C.  Pratt  as  the 
new  Chief  of  the  Ivfeteriel  Division  at  Wri  ht  Pield,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Army  airplanes  participated  in  the  lational  Air  Races  at  Chicago  the 
latter  part  of  August,  hut  only  to  the  extent  of  demonstrating  to  the  spectators 
the  flying  qualities  of  the  latest  service  type  airplanes  now  in  use  hy  the 
Am^  Air  Corps.  Pursuit  planes  from  Selfridge  Field,  Mich.;  Bombardment  planes 
from  Langley  Field,  Ya. , and  Observation  planes  from  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  per- 
fomed  various  maneuvers  in  foriration  and  otherwise,  and  the  consensus  of  opin- 
ion of  many  who  attended  the  Rexes  was  that  the  Army  airmen  added  considerably 
to  the  success  of  this  big  annual  aviation  spectacle. 

Graduating  from  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  on  October 
11th  were  85  students,  comprising  42  commissioned  officers  and  43  Flying  Cadets. 
Aqiong  the  commissioned  graduates  were  35  members  of  the  West  Point  graduating 
class  of  June , 1929 . 

Hie  3Sth  Pursuit  Squadron  was  organized  at  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. , on 
October  1st,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  M.L.  Elliott,  Air  Corps. 

The  67th  Service  Squadron,  Air  Corps,  was  reconstituted  and  organized  at 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  on  October  1st  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Lieut,  ifex 
F.  Schneider. 

The  94th  Pursuit  Squadron,  1st  Pursuit  Group,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich.,  com- 
prising nine  P-12  Pursuit  planes,  while  participating  in  the  dedication  of  a new 
airport  at  I.faslreegan,  Mich.,  flew  in  formation  the  distance  of  195  miles  back 
to  their  home  station  at  an  altitude  of  25,000  feet.  The  pilots  resorted  to  the 
use  of  oxygen  after  reaching  15,000  feet  altitude.  The  supercharged  "Wasp” 
engines  with  which  the  planes  were  powered  worked  to  perfection  at  the  high 
altitudes  and  carried  the  little  Pursuit  planes  back  home  in  an  hour  and 
15  minutes. 

During  the  latter  part  of  October,  three  giant  "Condor"  Bombers  from 
Rockwell  Field,  G'^lif . , loaded  with  an  assortment  of  bombs  , ranging  from  300  to 
2,000  pounds,  partici^ted  in  a bombing  demonstration  over  the  rocb^"  hills  in 
the  vicinity  of  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  effective- 
ness of  -present  day  armament  equi-pment.  Very  interesting  results  were  obtained. 
The  bombs  were  dro-p-ped  from  altitudes  varying  from  4,000  to  15,000' feet. 

A practical  demonstration  of  the  effectiveness  of  Attack  planes  im  combat 
operations  against  enemy  air  forces  was  conducted  in  October  at  Camp  Stanley, 
near  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Twenty  obsolete  airplanes,  no  longer  fit  for  service, 
were  arranged  on  the  ground  to  simulate  a squadron  a,irdrome  in  war  time.  Ten 
Attack  -planes  from  the  Third  Attack  Group  of  the  Air  Corps  at  Fort  Crockett,: 
Galveston,  Texas,  bombed  the  worn  out  -planes,  and  it  was  not  long  before  a mass 
of  wreckage  was  strewn  over  the  area  where  a short  time  before  was  a collection 
of  seemi-ngly  good  airplanes.  Small  fragynentation  bombs  were  used  during  the 
first  two  attacks  at'  an  altitude  of  400  feet.  Practically  all  the  planes  were 
damaged  as  a result  of  this  attack,  and  three  caught  fire.  An  attack  was  then 
made  on  the  remaining  planes  with  100- -pound  demolition  bombs,  which  resulted  in 
their  total  annihilation. 

Colonel  Edward  V.  Rickenbacker , premier  American  war-time  flyer,  on  Novem- 
ber 6th,  was  presented  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  with  the  Congres- 
sional Medal  of  Honor  in  recognition  of  his  extraordinary  achievements  in  the 
late  war  in  combats  against  the  enemy.  Present  at  the  ceremony  were  -prominent 
officials  of  the  War  Department,  also  Colonel  Rickenbacker* s comrades  who  were 
members  of  the  94th  Squadron  when  he  commanded  it,  and  present  members  of  the 
94th  Pursuit  Squadron  who  flew  to  Washington  from  Self ridge  Field  for  this 
occasion. 

The  Kfe-son  M.  Patrick  Tro'phy  Race,  limited  to  members  of  the  ffiiird  Attack 
Group  of  the  Air  Corps,  was  held  at  Galveston,  Texas,  on  November  22nd,  A total 
of  19  pilots  particixmted  in  this  race,  which  was  won  by  Lieut,  C.L.  Westley,  who 
averaged  a s'peed  of  149,2  miles  -per  hour  over  the  6Q-mile  triangular  course, 

Lieut,  Louis  A,  Ya'apre  was  the  winner  of  the  Mitchell  Troiphy  Race,  held  at 
Self ridge  Field,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich,,  on  November  22nd,  before  an  estimated  crowd 
of  about  20,000  peo'ole.  Prior  to  the  race,  a flying  exhibition  was  staged  at 
t^gfield,  which  furnished  many  thrills  for  the  spectators.  There  were  a total 
of^entries  in  the  race.  Lieut®  Yaupre’s  average  speed  was  146.7  miles  per  hour, 

— oOo— 

The  50th  Observation  Squadron  was  organized  at  Luke  Field,  T.H. , on  Nov, 1st, 
A ne\7  building,  containing  the  kitchen,  mess  hall,  and  orderly  room,  was  occu- 
pied the  first  day,  and  about  20  huts  were  built  around  it,  forming  a very 
pleasant  squadron  area  facing  the  harbor. 
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J;IAJOR  ocm  RMiJtffiED  jOH  EDIIH)  DEVICE 

Recognition  in  tlie  form  of  a check  from  the  Government  for  $1^000  for  the. 
■valuahle  service  he  rendered  aviation  in  general,  and  the  Air  Corns  in  particu- 
lar, hy  the  invention  of  liis  blind  flying  training  device,  was  received  by  Major 
William  C.  Ocker  , of  Ifelly  Field,-  Texas.  Payment  of  the  money  to  Ifajdr  Ocker 
was  authorized  by  a s;)eclal  Act  of  Congress  for  the  assignment  of  pa.tent  rights 
in  the  device  to  the  Government. 

Major  Ocker  was  one  of  the  first  flyers  to  realize  the  fallibility  of  the 
human  senses  as  a tiue  barometer  of  the  actions  of  an  airplane  in  flight .when 
the  vision  was  cut  off  by  fog  or  other  weather  conditions. 

To  convince  pilots  that  their  "feel  of  the  ship"  was  largely  a irQrth,  he 
designed  a small  box  with  bank  and  turn  indicators  and  other  instruments  for 
use  in  connection  with  a revolving  chair.  This  training  device  proved  without 
doubt  that  man-made  instromehts  are  miore  reliable  than  the  human  mechanism  in 
flight.  rotating  a -ulot  in  the  cha.ir,  with  outside  vision  cut  off  and  only 
the  flying  instruments  in  viev;,  Major  Ocker  was  able  to  prove  that  a flyer  may 
get  the  illusion  that  he  is  turning  in  one  direction  while  his  instruments  in- 
dicate he  is  turning  the  other. 

Realization  of  this  fact  had  much  to  do  with  producing  the  experimentation 
that  has  alreadj^  resulted  in  the  inclusion  of  a blind  flying  course  in  the  cur- 
riculum of  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  and  the  adoption  of  instrument  flying 
instruction  bj'-  conmercial-fims. 

Major  Ocker  is  said  to  be  the  first  Army  officer  to  receive  a monetary  re- 
ward for  a patent  assigned  to  the  Goverrment.  Inventions  patented  by  members 
of  tlifi  military  service  become  the  nronerty  of  the  government,  without  purchase, 
but  Congress  by  a speci3.1  Act  voted  to  pa;/  Major  Ocker  $1,000  to  remunerate  him 
in  part  for  the  time  and  money  expended  in  perfecting  his  training  device. 

Cloudy  weather  which  hbs  interfered  with  regular  flying  instruction  at  the 
Air  Corps  Training  Center  has  brought  startling  developments  in  the  practice  of 
fog  or  instalment  flying  at  Kelly  Field.  The  instr-iments  have  been  found  so 
reliable  that  Pursuit  formshions,  led  by  Captain  Joim  K.  Cannon,  have  been 
maneuvering  in  clouds  with  the  two  rear  ships  hugging  the  edges  of  the  leader’s 
wings  to  keep  from  getting  lost.  In  a plane  equipped  with  blind  flying  instru- 
ments, including  an  artificial  horizon  and  a gyroscopic  compass,  Ca-ptain  Cannon 
has  found  that  accurate  flying  can  he  done  in  the  densest  fog  or  clouds.  On  ,, 
his  first  formation  flights  he  was  accompanied  by  two  instructors,  but  some  of 
his  later  flights  were  made  with  cadets  piloting  the  other  two  ships. 

-oOo- — 

FIP.E  DESTROYS  BA-CIIELOR  I'TORCOM.  QUARTERS  AT  FT.  CROCKETT 

The  bachelor  noncomiriissioned  officers  barracks  at  Fort  Crockett,  Galveston, 
Texas,  which  are  located  between  the  Air  Corps  Supply  cuilding  and  the  13th 
Squadron  barracks,  were  gutted  by  a fire  of  undetermined  origin  on  the  evening 
of  December  23rd.  Shortly  after  the  alarm  had  been  given, ^ there  was  a large  -. 
crowd  assembled.  Crews  of  men  were  set  to  work  in  fighting  the  fire  while  other 
carried  hunks,  foot-lockers  and  other  articles  of  value  to  safety.  The  fire 
which  was  on  the  second  floor  of  the  wooden  building  a-pjieared  to  be  beyond  con- 
trol at  one  time  and  a call  ?7a,s  sent  to  the  city  fire  de;partment.  Before  they 
arrived,  however,  tile  soldier  firemen  ha,d  the  conflagration  pretty  well  under 
control. 

Shortly  after  the  civilian  fire-eaters  go;t  into  action,  the  fire  was  de- 
clared out  and  the  crowd  dispersed.  Hiree  noncommissioned  officers  lost  all 
they  had,  with  the  exception  of  a few  valuable  papers  they  were  able  to  snatch 
from  the  flames.  As  yet  , no  estimate  has  been  placed  on  the  property  destroyed. 

- — oOo- — 

From  the  San  Antonio  Military  Review  of  January  2,  1931,  on  page  4,  column 
to  he  exact,  we  learn  th^^t  Private  ETACIElTUirj  hTMJFUIjU  is  a member  of  the  46th, a' 
Brooks  Field.  He  has  just  completed  his  K.P.  initiation  and  is  reported  as 
having  been  detailed  to  duty  on  tixo  line.  , , 

Says  the  Line  Cliief "Vk'hat  ’ s the  matter  with  you,  HIMRRRTUtj^ou  lookworn  out 

ITUIJUllUITU  - "The  gang  have  been  kidding  me  about  my  Christian  name," 

Line  Chief:  "What  is  your  Christian  name"" 

NUITOITUIIU : "I  don’t  I’m  a Mohammedan. " 

Line  Chief  to  Engr.  Officer:  "Sir,  that  fellow  mRTOITJRU  is  up  to  his  old 
tricks  again," 
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REVIEir  OR  mTMISL  DIVISION  ACTIVIIIiS  FOR  1930 
By  Brigadier  General  H.  C.  Pratt 
Chief,  Materiel  Division,  Air  Corps 


The  past  year,  which  in  many  organizations  has  Been  one  of  stern  retrench- 
ment under  existing  depressed  economic  conditions,  has  seen  at  Wright  Field 
the  steady  progress  necessary  for  the  efficient  carrying  on  of  government 
functions,  which  in  good  times  or  had  imist  continue  to  operate  successfully 
for  the  preservation  of  puhlic  welfare. 

In  accordance  with  the  policy  of  military  organizations , various  changes 
of  personnel  have  occixrred,  important  instances  Being  the  succession  of 
Brigadier- General  H.C.  Pratt  as  Chief  of  Materiel  Division  to  Brigadier 
General  B.D.  Foulois;  of  tfejor  H.H.  Arnold  as  Execw-tive  to  Major  JacoB  E. 
Fickel;  of  Captain  A. E.  Jones  as  Assistant  Executive;  to  Captain  J. G.'iilfhite sides ; 
and  the  appointment  of  Captain  Whitesides  as  Adjutant.  Captain  G-randison 
Gardner  replaced  Captain  E.R.  Sorenson  as  Assistant , Commandant  in  charge  of 
the  Engineering  School,  in  which  16  off icer- students  enrolled  on  July  1,1930. 
This  is  the  largest  class  the  school  has  accommodated  since  its  inauguration 
at  Wright  Field,  and  the  graduation  on  July  1st  next  will  Be  the  ninth  since 
the  school  was  opened  at  McCook  Field. 

Wright  Field  is  the  headquarters  for  the  Hfe-teriel  Division,  which  in- 
cludes under  its  jurisdiction  six  air  de-pots,  consisting  of  Fairfield,  Ohio; 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas;  Middletow.,  Penna. ; Roclorell  Field,  Calif.;  Scott 
Field,  111.  , and  San  Antonio,  Texas;  also  six  procurement  planning  officeE, 
located  in  Nev;  York  City,  Buffalo,  Chicago,  De-broit,  San  Francisco  and 
Cleveland  (the  office  in  the  last  named  city  is  administered  By  the  Materiel 
Division  in  Dayton);  and  three  procurement  inspection  districts  - Eastern, 
Central  and  Western.  The  Air  Depots  are  concerned  mainly  with  the  supply, 
maintenance  and  repair  of  airplanes,  engines  and  equipment  operating  within 
their  areas.  At  Fairfield  during  1930,  for  instance,  .6021  tons  of  material 
were  received  and  shipped,  ORiere  are  400  airplanes  in  this  area  to  Be 
maintained.  A total  of  168  airplanes  and  511  engines  were  overhauled  at 
this  Depot  during  the  year.  On  duty  at  this  Air  Corps  activity  are  twelve 
officers  and  445  civilians. 

At  Wright  Field,  where  the  experimental  engineering,  procurement  and  ex- 
ecutive f-unctions  of  the  Materiel  Division  are  administered,  97  officers  and 
1077  civilians  are  employed.  Tlie  year  has  seen  steady  -progress  toward  the 
completion  of  the  Building  and  construction  program.  A night  lighting  system, 
making  a picturesque  setting  for  the  flying  field,  has  Been  installed.  Con- 
crete runways  and  aprons  have  Been  laid  aro-und  the  hangars.  Additional  Bays 
have  Been  added  to  -the  radio,  foundry,  wood  shop,  and  wind  tunnel  laBorato- 
ries,  and  the  construction  cf  ^permanent  roofs  and  walls  for  many  of  the  Build- 
ings of  former  temporary  structure  is  virtually  completed.  A concrete  reser- 
voir for  water  supply  now  stands  on  the  hill,  and  a tank  for  a necessary  soft 
water  cooling  system  for  engine  testing  and  torqiie  stands  has  Been  placed 
next  to  the  Dynamometer  LaBoratory.  A temporary  engine  propeller  test  stand 
and  a permanent  Boiler  house  have  Been  Built.  Sheds  for  the  parking  of 
employees’  automoBiles  have  also  Been  added.  Altogether  the  year  has  done 
much  to  give  the  Field  the  appearance  of  having  arrived  at  a stage  of  com- 
fortaBle  usability  lacking  in  the  earlier  stages  of  its  development. 

Ex-)erimental  Program 

Officers,  civilian  employees,  and  Building  programs  are  But  adjuncts, 
however,  to  the  central  Air  Corps  purpose,  which  is  to  place  the  United  States 
foremost  among  the  air  organizations  of  the  world.  Iii  the  carrying  out  of 
this  military  aviation  development,  the  most  expert  air  engineering  talent 
available  is  constantly  engaged.  Intensive  research  and  test  work  are  involv- 
ed in  this  -program  and  a.  direct  contact  with  the  foremost  representatives  of 
the  aircraft  industry. 

It  has  Been  the  experience  of  the  Air  Corps  that  while  inventions  may 
have  their  place  in  the  progress  of  any  art  or  science,  sound  achievement  has 
Been  the  result  of  grad-ual  development  , and  w'hile  the  Materiel  Division  has 
contributed  its  share  of  patentable  inventions  to  the  industry,  its  main  ef- 
fort is  devoted  to  improving,  refining,  removing  objectionable  features  and 
keeping  pace  with  the  increasing  demands  of  the  service.  Since  1927,  when 
the  Boom,  in  commercial  aviation  started,  aircraft  manufacturers  have  Been  en- 
grossed mainly  with  commercial  development.  This  has  Brought  about  certain 
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refinements  of  airplane  structure  that  can  he  ^adapted  to  the  military  airplane, 
hut  it  has  not  fostered  the  development  of  the  strictly  military  airplane 
power  plant  in  which  high- power  is  the  prixmry  requirement.  During  1930-, owing 
to  the  decreased  volume  of  h\isiness,  commercial  contra,ctors  turned  again  to 
the  government  as  a main  source  of  business  supply,  so  that  the  nation*  s aero- 
nautical engineering  talent  is  more  f\illy  at  the  Governament  * s disposal  than  at 
any  time  dr.ring  the  past  three  years.  Ihere  are  a number  of  interesting  new 
military’-  airplane 3=  These  airplanes  show  a definite  trend  toward  all-metal 
construction.  The  metal  monocoque  fuselage  has  distinct  advantages  over  the 
present  standard  type  of  structure  which  consists  of  a fabric- cove red  steel 
fuselage,  the  wings  being  of  wood  or  metal  with  fabric  covering.  Metal  con- 
stra.ctio.n  offers  a saving  in  weight,  an  impiroveraent  in  streamlining,  and  con-r- 
seguently  an  increase  '.in  speed.  There  are  now  being  produced  all-metal  mono-, 
planes  for  attack,  bombardment , ' uursuit  and  observation  airplanes.  \''?hile 
both  biplanes  and  monoplanes  have  appeared  di\ring  1S30,  there  has  been  a 
strong  leaning  tov/ard  the  mono wlane  construction. 

Those  who,  are  familiar  with  the  Air  Corps  designations  of  bombardment,  • 
observation,  pursuit,  trans-port,  primary  and  basic  training  types  of  airplanes, 
will  be  interested  to  learn  that  several  new  tyipes  have  a-pipeared  during  'the 
year.  These  are  the  photographic  and  attack  airplanes,  which  were  formerly  in 
the  observation  group  but  have  been  divided  off  into  individual  types, ' and 
three  nev;  models  grouped  under  the  trans-port  type,  namely,  the  cargo ,•  ambulance 
and  workshop  planes,  ' ^ ; 

Although  observation  aiifqlanes  v/ill  continue  to  carry  photographic  equip- 
ment when  so  detailed  in  time  of  war,  there  is  a definite  -need  for  an  airplane-, 
especially  ada-pted  for  •*)hotograwhic  uses  and  which  in  time  of  war  would  have  no 
particular  military  value  exce-pt  that  it  could  be  converted  to  a light  trans-^ 
-port  -plane. 

The  attack  planes  also  show  marked  digression  from  the  -parent  military 
observation  types.  And  the  breech  continues  to  widen  with  the  development  of 
the  former.  The  new  miOdels  are  low-vang  monoplanes  with  monocoque  fuselages, 
racing  type  wings,  making  -possible  increases  in  speed  oyer  the  -present  models 
of  .-about  50  miles  per  hour. 

A new  experimental  observation  plane  provides  for  the  seating  of  a cr,ew 
of  three  in  tandem.  Besides  the  tri-motor  trans-ports  now  standard,  a number 
of  single-engine  transports  are  being  tested  for  use  as  tenders  to  pursuit 
airplanes,  carrying  crews  and  minor  -parts  while  heavier  ones  will  carry  engines 
and  other  bulky  equipment  as  well  as  personnel. 

Several  of  the  new  experimental  airplanes  -produced  this  year  have  incorpo- 
rated the  "Gull  type"  wing  - so  najned  for  a suggested  similarity  in  sha-pe  to 
the  vdng  of  a gull.  The  depressed  center  section  of  this  wing  allov/s  very 
good  vision  for  the  pilot.  Aerodynamic  disadvantages,  however,  may  outweigh 
the  vision  advantages,  and  this  can  only  be  determined  by  thorough  testing. . 
Another  wing  of  -peculiar  interest  is  an  internally  braced,  metal,  shell-type 
one  with  a span  of  55  feet  and  exceedingly  light  in  weight.  Recently  tested 
at  the  Materiel  Division,  sur-prising  results  were  obtained,  in  that  the  load 
it  -proved  capable  of  carrying  was  ap-proxiraately  double  that  which  had  been 
anticipated  in  its  designing. 

Retractable  landing - gears , tried  out  at  McCook  Field  in  1923  and  embodied 
in  the  Verville  Racer,  reappeared  in  several  types  of  airplanes  in  1930,  but 
with  greatly  improved  engineering  features. 

Pro-pellers ; During  1930,  approximately  70  whirl  tests  were  run  on  pro- 
pellers, hollow-steel  bladed  ones  being  among  them.  Controllable  -pitch  pro- 
pellers have  .been  flovm  in  service  test  with  satisfactory  results.  Tail  wheels 
(full  swivel)  form  part  of  all  standard  equipment.  Cowling  and  streamlining 
have  increased  speed  considerably.  The  use  of  brakes  has  been  extended  to  all 
types  of  airplanes,  including  the  training  tjnpes. 

Power  -plants ; The  greatest  emphasis  for  the  military  airplane  has  been 
placed  upon  increased  s-peed.  To  obtain  this  it  was  necessary  to  have  engines 
of  greater  power  and  efficiency.  The  trend  has  been  to  increase  the  -pov/er 
output  of  engines  of  the  -present  piston  dis-placement  by  developing  the  maxinum 
horsepower  possible  from  each  cylinder.  This  has  been  done  increase  of  revolu- 
tions per  minute,  gearing,  su'oer charging,  increa.se  of  compression  ratio,  and 
improved  cylinder  design.  An  increase  of  from  10  to  20  percent  in  horse-power 
for  engines  with  standard  cylinder  bores  has  been  achieved  dur-ing  1930  as  a 
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Further  improvement,  it  was  realized,  could  he  obtained  with  improved  fuels, 
and  great  effort  has  been  expended  tov/ard  this  end.  The  knock  which  is  so 
troublesome  to  automobile  drivers,,  when  encountered  in  aircraft  -engines ,,  soon 
proves  absolutely  destructive.  Hence  the  aim  was  to  obtain  a gasoline  which 
could  be  run  in  these  high  pov/ered  engines  without  knocking.  A new  gasoline 
siDecification  was  written  for  obtaining  this  improved  product,  and, since  it  is 
generally  admitted  that  the  Air  Corps  creates  the  standard  for  domestic  avia- 
tion gasoline,  it  is  believed  a higher  grade  product  for  all  aviation  use  has 
been  the  result  of  the  year's  work. 

We  are  all  familiar  with  the  radial  air-cooled  type  of  engine  with  which 
Colonel  Lindbergh  flew  to  Paris  and  which  has  been  the  popular  aviation  engine 
ever  since.  For  commercial  aviation  purposes  it  has  proved  suitable  and  reli- 
able, and  during  the  ;oa,st  three  years  it  has  been  difficult  to  interest  manu- 
facturers and  designers  in  any  other  type.  The  Air  Corps,  however,  has  never 
abandoned  the  liquid-cooled  engine  for  hi^  -goMevs  and  speeds.  Hor  have  the 
military  organizations  of  France  and  G-reat  Britain,  and  when  in  the  Schneider 
Cup  Race  in  the  fall  of  1929  a British  -pilot  accom-plished  357  miles  -per  hour 
in  a racing  plane  equip-ped  with  a Rolls-Royce  engine  of  1950  horse-power,  the 
-point  of  the  military  organizations  was  well  -proved.  This  was  not  a speed  that 
could  be  held  for  regular  service  airplanes,  of  course,  but  was  enlightening 
from  the  point  of  view  of  what  could  be  accomplishedc  Decreased  head  resis- 
tance and  moi*e  efficient  cowling  are  -possible  with  the  liquid-cooled  types,  and 
when  ethylene-glycol  is  used,  a smaller  radiator  is  possible,  along  with  smaller 
volume  of  liquid  and  a consequent  saving  in  Weight, 

The  Air  Corps  was  the  first  service  in  the  world  to  adopt  the  use  of 
ethylene  glycol  as  a cooling  medium  for  engines,  and.it  has  been  thoroughly 
service  tested  during  the  year  in  flight,  Develo-oment  for  the  strictly  mili- 
tary type  of  airplane,  therefore,  has  been  with  the  liquid-cooled  engine.  The 
air-cooled  engine  with  the  refinements  of  installation  evolved  during  the  past 
two  years  continues  as  the  standard  training  and  trans-port  engine. 

Aircraft  Equi-oment ; Great  interest  was  aroused  last  year  v;hen  the 
Guggenheim  Foundation  borrowed  Lieut,  James  H.  Doolittle  from  the  Air  Corps  and 
undertook  a program  of  develo'pment  of  instrum.ents  that  would  enable  a pilot  to 
fly  "blind,”  which  condition  so  often  -proves  unavoidable  in  fog  or  adverse 
weather.  The  Air  Corps  has  contiimed  this  develo-pment  under  Lieut.  Albert  F. 
Hegenberger,  making  it  one  of  the  major  instrument  activities.  Many  tests  have 
been  run  during  the  year  on  an  "artificial- horizon”  instrument,  similar  to  that 
used  by  Lieut,  Doolittle,  but  with  improved  features.  This  instrument  automat- 
ically informs  the  pilot  of  the  location  of  the  true  horizontal  flyrng  position 
in  res.'ect  to  the  grotuid.  The  method  of  indication  employed  with  this  instru- 
ment is  very  natural , a horizon  bar  a-ppearing  to  move  u-p  and  dow-n  as  the  nose 
of  the  plane  is  lowered  and  raised  respectively.  As  the  iplane  is  banl^ied  to 
right  and  left,  respectively,  the  horizon  bar  a-ppears  to  rotate  in  counter 
cloclaTise  and  cloclcwise  movements. 

A directional  gyroscope,  another  important  blind  flying  instrument,  indi- 
cates the  exact  magnitude  of  turn  in  degrees  for  short  periods  of  time.  Experi- 
ments have  been  in  -progress  on  various  tjqoes  of  highly  sensitive  altimeters,  so 
sensitive  as  to  indicate  the  height  of  the  -plane  even  within. ten  feet  of  the' 
ground,  and  several  t;^npes  show  decided  promise.  This  instrument  is  essential 
for  use  in  fog  blankets  which  extend  to  the  very  ground. 

Oxygen  equipment,  compasses,  thermometers,  flight  indicators  and  the  engine 
instruments  have  also  undergone  iiirproveraent . 

Aerial  Photography;  Work  has  been  carried  on  to  make  possible  the  taking 
of  night  -photographs  at  greater  altitudes  than  ever  before  achieved,  which  in 
connection  with  quick-work  development  of  ' prints  would  be  of  inestimable  value 
in  time  of  war.  The  developing  of  pictures  while  still  in  flight  has  been 
shortened  to  eight  minutes  from  the  time  of  exposure  to  the  finishing  of  the 
print.  A small  hand-held  camera  has  been  developed  for  obtaining  "spot  shots" 
in  enemy  territory  at  altitudes  varying  from  1,000  to  5,000  feet.. 

Aircraft  Radio;  As  aircraft  radio  has  become  more  specialized,  the  work 
has  been  divided  into  three  distinct  types  of  communication.  Ihese  are: 
liaison  Cor.i’Trunica.tlon  (commanication  between  aircraft  in  flight  and  units  on  the 
ground),  Command  Coiirimnication  (communication  between  air  units,  or  within  ah 
air  unit  in  flight),  and  Aids  to  navigation,  '\?hich  enables  a -pilot  to  obtain 
weather  information,  course  ranges,  and  various  other  naviga^tional  da.ta  directly 
rather  than  through  an  oxDerator,  - 
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The  story  of  aircraft  radip  shielding  is  one  of  great  interest  and  achieve- 
ment. Anyone  who  has  a radio  in  his  home  Imows  the  static  resulting  from  the 
slightest  electrical  interference.  Some  idea  of  the  nrohlem  involved  in  elimin- 
ating interference  in  the  narrow  confines  of  an  airplane  with  a high  powered 
motor  and  generators  may  be  surmised.  Vvhile  this-  work  has  been  in  progress  for 
several  years,  the  past  3'-ear  has  been  one  of  distinct  advancement,  and  most 
satisfactory  shielding  results  have  been  obtained.  Radio  sets  have  also  been 
reduced  in  size  and  weight,  and  im]provements  effected  therein  have  made  for 
greater  reliability  and  simplicity  of  operation. 

Electrical  Equimment ; Batteries,  Taring  installations,  volt  meters,  amme- 
ters, switches  have  -ondergone  improvement.  .An  electric  tachometer  lias  been  ap- 
proved which,  without  anj?'  mechanical  but  only  an  eloctrican  connection,  permits 
a pilot  to  read  before  him  the  speed  of  an  engine  set  at  a distance  from  the 
cockpit,  as  in  multi-engined  types  of  airplanes. 

V^L-ny  residents  of  Dayton  will  remember  Major  Schroeder's  record  altitude 
flight  and  how  his  eyes  suffered  serious  injury  from  freezing  because  he  was 
forced  to  lift  his  goggles  for  an  instant  which  had  become  so  frosted  that  he 
could  not  see.  Electrically  heated  goggles  are  now  ready  for  production  which 
will  not  frost  or  fog  over  in  the  extremely  low  temperatures  of  altitude  flying * 

Hew  light  weight  landing  lights  have  been  designed.  Flush  type  marker 
lights  have  appeared  \Thich  are  visible  in  rather  bad  weather  from  4,000  feet. 

A portable  gasoline  engine  generator  set  which  can  be  handled  by  two  men 
and  transported  by  air  permits  the  operating  of  lighting  apparatus,  external 
energizers,  etc.,  from  a temporary  airdrome, 

A completely  modernized  electrical  system,  which  enables  Pursuit  airplanes 
to  operate  with  a direct  cranlcing  electric  starter,  battery  ignition,  etc,,  at 
at  less  weight  than  with  the  present  hand  starter  is,  perhaps,  the  most  out- 
standing electrical  feature  of  the  year. 

Mi s ce  1 lane ous  Egui-oment ; Safety  belts,  coclqnit  heaters  for  altitude 
flights,  engine  heaters,  tool  kits,  wrecking  and  fire  trucks,  have  undergone 
steady  improvement.  Tests  have  been  continued  on  a 5,000-sq.  ft.  parachute 
for  lowering  an  airplane  to  the  ground.  The  Flight  Tutor,  an  apparatus  to  be 
used  for  preliminary  flight  training,  consisting  of  an  airplane  fuselage 
equipped  with  propeller  and  full  airplane  controls,  and  mounted  in  a frame 
18  feet  high,  has  operated  with  complete  satisfaction  under  service  tests. 

An  important  feature  of  the  year’s  work,  not  heretofore  touched  upon,  has 
been  the  attempt  at  standardization  between  the  Army  and  Havy  of  all.  ]parts  and 
eqaipment  used  by  both  services,  leading  to  greater  efficiency  of  production 
and  reduction  in  expenses. 

Besides  the  work  of  actual  development,  the  scope  of  which  has  been  but 
partly  touched  upon  in  this  article,  the  work  of  such  sections  as  the  Procure- 
ment , Industrial  War  Plans,  Legal,  Maintenance,  and  Administration,  cover  a 
wide  range  of  activities  which  more  indirectly  lead  to  the  advancement  of 
aircraft. 

Concentrated  as  the  work  of  the  Materiel  Division  has  been  during  1930, 
much  remains  to  be  done  in  1931,  the  scope  for  development  and  refinement 
ever  widening  with  improvement  of  the  science,  and  its  definite  acceptance  as 
one  of  the  most  important  defense  adjuncts  of  the  Nation. 

oOo — - 

VALUE  OF  TIIE  BAED-McHALLY  MAPS 

Heads  up,  all  ye  good  cross-country  flj'ers,  ^’•e  "cracking"  good  pilots  of 
the  Air  Corps’.  The  cross-country  envelops,  in  case  you  don’t  know  it,  contains 
among  other  things,  a Rand-McHall^r  of  the  entire  United  States,  railroads  and 
open  switches  all  included.  It’s  a good  stunt  to  extract  said  map  and  tuck  it 
away  in  a handy  place  in  your  cociqpit  before  starting  the  good  old  2S00-mile 
jaunt  from  here  to  there. 

"Imagine  my  embarrassment,"  stated  one  pilot  who  held  himself  up  as  a 
horrible  example,  "when  I got  off  the  strip  map  I held  in  ha.nd  and  didn’t  know 
on  what  side  of  the  strip  I was  on,  and  then  found  that  I couldn’t  reach  back 
ten  feet  from  where  I was  sitting  and  open  the  baggage  coimpartment  to  extract 
ray  map  of  the  United  States.  Seeing  the  word  ’ Cartersville’  on  a building  roof 
didn’t  mean  a thing  to  me.  I didn’t  even  icnow  in  whet  State  it  was. 

"Yes,  the  people  laughed  when  they  saw  me  circle  the  town;  but  they  were 
astonished  when  I landed,  climbed  out,  and  immediately  dove  for  the  cross-country 
envelope  in  the  baggage  compartment  and  extract  therefrom  one  Band-McHally  with 
railroads  and  open  switches" included. " 
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CLOUD  TBAlMjmSi  CMiSmmi' Al^D  GATEEDILLlES- 


Oidinarily,  it  does’  not  fa].l  to  tLa  lot  of- the  .average  Amiy  flyer  to  be 
listed  in  all  three  of  the  categories  mentioned  in  the  above  heading^  .neverthe- 
less, it’  is  a fact,  gentlemen. 

Eort  Ril.ey,  Kansas , as  everyone  Imovjs,  is  an  old  Cavalry  nost  - the 
Cavalry  stronghold,  one  :;my  add.  The  Cavalry  School  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant activities  there.  Some  fe^  years  ago,  the  War  Department  decided  to  sta- 
tion an  Air  Corps  nnit  at  D:>rt  Riley  and,  as  a results  Lfershall  Dield  was  es- 
tablished at  that  pest.  ThivS  field  was  named  in  memory  of  the  late.  Colonel 
P.  C.  I, kr sliall , Cavalry  , who  -unf  orranately  lost  his  life  in  . ’an  airplane  crash. 
At  the  present  time,  llarshail  Pieid  is  the  station  of  the  12th  Ohservation 
Grou-p,  Air  Corps, 

As  the  old  saying  goes,-  'Tnen  in  Rome,  eat  Roman  candles.'*  Coming  in 
contact  with  so  many  Cavalry  officers  in  one  place,  it  is  but  natural  that  the 
Air  Gor-ps  officers  should  become  interested  in  horses  and,  converselj^,  the 
Cavalrymen  in  the  airmen’s  stock  in  trade.  As  a result  of  this  intiimcy 
hetweeri  Cavalryaen  and  Airmen,  many  of  the  former  have  been  taken  for  rides 
in  the  air,,  and  a considerable  number  of  the  latter  have  been  disporting  them- 
selves. on  the  backs  of  the  noble  steeds  v/hich  are  the  pride-  of  the  Army’ s 
mom’ited  troopers.  Both  found  each  other’s  mode  of  trans'portation  interesting 
as  v;ell  as  exciting. 

It  is  learned  from  the  Nev/s  Letter  Correspondent  from  Ifershall  Pield  that 
in  a Horse  Shpw  recently  held  at  Port  Riley,  nearly  all  of  the  Air  Corps  offi- 
cers stationed  at  Marshall  Field  entered  this  Show;  that  the  lowest  score  made 
was  95^;  that  2nd  Lieut.  Lester  E.  Wagner  carried  off  first  place  with  a score 
just. one  point  shy  of  being  "perfect,"  T7hile  2nd  Lieut s.  Robert  S.  Butler  and 
Louis  S.  Massie  placed  3fd  and  4th.  Incidentally-,  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
Lieuts.  Wayner  and  Dutler  are  Reserve  Officers  on  extended  active  duty  with 
the  Air  Corps.  All  of  which  is  "going  some"  for  flyers  who  are  not  supposed 
to  be  any  great  "shakes"  as  horsemen.  It  is  just  too  bad  that  another  Air 
Corps  officer  did  not  qualify  in  the  select  class,  as  that  would  have  added 
s.nother  feather,  or  something  of  that  sort,  in  the  cap  of  the  flying  service 
of  the  Army  - that  of  being  able  to  -point  with  pride  to  "The  Pour  Horsemen  of 
the  Air  Corps," 

As  if  the  achievement  of  an  honored  place  amongst  the  participants  in  the 
Horse  Show  was  not  enough,  Lieut,  2*fessie  took  a graceful  initiation  into  the 
mythical  Caterpillar  Club,  He  ap,d  his  -passenger,  Private  Luddington,  became 
full  members  of  the  Club  when  a plane  fiov.-n. by  Lieut.  Butler,  one  of  the 
Three  Horsemen  mentioned  above,  crashed  into  them  and  cut  the  ta.il  surfaces 
of  their  shi-p  entirely  off.  The  txio  men  in  the  disabled  airplane  took  French 
leave  of  it  at  about  2,000  feet  a'nd  brought  their  ripcords  along  to  show  to 
their  comrades  as  verification  of  their  adventure. 

Even  a Caterpillar  Club  initiation  did  not  fase  Lieut.  Massie,  and 
several  days  later  he  proceeded  to  immitate  a very  -oo-pular  member  of  a royal 
family  in  Europe.  Daring  a run,  his  horse  stumbled  and  fell.  Lieut.  Massie, 
due  to  the  low  altitude  he  was  traveling  at  the  time,  was  unable  to  resort 
to  his  parachute.  His  mount  had  no  regard  vdiatever  for  one  of  Lieut.  Jfessie’s 
two  perfectly  sound  legs,  and  landed  -plum-p  on  top  of  it.  For  several  days 
thereafter  the  adventurous  Lie-ateiiant  was  ■under  the -weather  nursing  a severely 
wrenched  "pin, " 

— -oOo— 

TERRIBLE  COMDI TICK'S 

If  what  ITa-poleon  said  is  true  - that  an  Army  travels  on  its  stomach  - then 
the  soldiers  of*  the  Air  Corps  at  Mather  Pield,  Sacrai-nento , California,  can  do 
some  traveling. 

With  the  price  of  gra-pes  down  so  far  that  many  vineyard  owners’ near  the 
field  are  not  bothering  to  harvest  their  crops,  the  Mess  Sergeants  of.  the 
several  Squadrons  merely  gallo-p,  via  trusty  flivver,  .to  where  some  obliging 
farmer  alloY/s  them  to  load  up  a basket,  sans  cost.,  of  lucious  fruit  and  gallop 
back  to  the  mess  hall,  where "hungry  and  discriminating  mouths  are  waiting. 

Dor  is  that  all.  Each  morning  a,  detail  of  K.P’s,  a hushel  ba,sket  between 
them,  go  out  on  the  flying  field  and  there  -pick  the  mushrooms  that  have  s'prout- 
ed  overni;^t.  The  enlisted  mechanics  at’  Mather  Field  do. ^ not  know  what  a steak 
looks  like  unless  they  see  it  smothered  in  the  tasty,  edible-  fungi. 

It’s  a hard  lifel  ' 
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. , AERIAL  PHOTOuEAPHI  AT  POET  Sill.,  aKLAHOMA 

There  is  no  -photo  section  at  Port  Sill,  althou^i,  as  the  News  Letter 
Correspondent  puts  it,  "from  the  standpoint  of  photographic  work  and  available 
climatic  conditions,  this  is  an. ideal  location  for  a section."-  Proof  of  this 
statement,  he  goes  on  to  sa^,  lies  in  the  fact  that; 51  hours  and  45  minutes 
were  .flomi  on  photographic  missions  here  di'.ring  the  month  of  November. 

. As  a satisfactory  substitute  for  a nhoto  section,  the  88th  Observation 
Squadron  has  a photo  detadiment  second  to  none.  This  detachment  consists  of 
seven  men,  ■ five  of  whom  are  gradus^tes  of  the  Department  of  Photography,  Air 
Corps  Technical  School,  aud  O'oe  rate  s' under  the  leadership  of  Lieut.  Claire 
Stroll.  . The  equipment  is  the  same  as  that  of  any  who  to  section,  less  a K-3A 
camera  and  Pair child  Photographic  airplane. 

liach  of  the  Photographic  work  is  done  for  the  Field  Artillery  School,  and 
consists  of  Mosaics  and  strip  mosaics,  controlled, . and  gridded  for . the  firing 
of  problems  in  lieu  of  a map.  Pinpoints  and  obliques  of  maneuvers  and  battery 
positions  are  used  as  ’records  of  accom-plisliment  and  for  detecting  flaws  in 
maneuvering  and  camouflaged,  positions.  Daring  the  month  of  November,  a photo- 
gra.phic  record,  consisting  of  both  verticals  and  obliques,  was  made  of  a war 
strength  Artillery  Battalion,  and  from  the  time  it . started  out  on  the  .march 
until  it  \7ent  into  position  for  firing.  A mosaic  of  the  entire  military 
reservation  16  miles  long,  and  with  an  average  width  of  8 miles,  was  flown  at 
an  altitude  of  15,000  feet,  and  is  in  the  process  of  being  laid  to  control  and 
gridded.  ■ ' 

, A number  of  missions  in  quick  ?/ork  photography  and  night  photography  are 
scheduled  for  the  future.'  There  is  a' good  op-oortunity  here  for  research  and 
experimentation  for  the  scientifically  inclined. 

In  addition  to  the  v.-ork  with  the  Field  Artillery-School,  six  of  the  Squad- 
ron officers  are  assigned  to  Lieut.  Stroh  at  a- tike  for  tactical  photographic 
training.  The^’-  are  trained  in  the  flying  of  oblique,  pimoint,  and  mosaic 
missions.  In  order  that  these  training  missions  may  serve  a dual  purpose,  pin- 
points and  obliques  of  all  airworts  and  flju-ng  fields  within  a radfus  of  150 
miles  of  Port  Sill,  are  being  talcen.  Mosaics  have  been  flown  of  Oklahoma 
City,  "ichita  Palls.,  and  various  sections  of  the  reservation.  During  this 
course  of  training,  each  officer  will  have  f lorn  from  25  to  30  hours  as  pilot 
and  photographer,  and  upon  completion  of  said  training  should.be  competent  to 
perform  any  average  photOgra.phic  mission  required.  In  order  for  the  officers 
to  understand  the  effect  of  tilt  and  poor  flyihg,  they  are  requ-ired  to  3-ay 
these,  mosaics. 

During  October,  r/hen  the  hard  surface  tests  of  bombs  were  conducted  at 
this  station,  the  8'.'th  Photo  Detacliment  covered  the  tests  both  by  ground  and 
aerial  pictures  to  the  ’satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

■ In  conclusion,  the  ,Nev/s  Letter  Correspondent  states:  "A  few  missions  have 
been  flo-^Tn  when  the  ceiling  was  below  1,000  feet,  • ft  was  di-^ring  a drizzli.ng 
rain,  but  \7e  got  pictures.  When  the  C.G.  , or  his  staff,  say  they  want  pictures 
we  don’t  say  ’maybe,’  but  we  deliver  the  goods." 

oOo 

/ . PORT  CROCKETT  PIGSKIN  WARRIORS  PLAY  T\70  TEAMS  IN  ONE  GAlfE 

The  Port  Crockett  "Flyers"  played  a diarity  game  recently  at  Galveston, 
Texas,  with  the  Dr.  Pepper  and  Little  Hurridane  elevens.  The  two  civilian 
teams  alternated  with  each  other  in  -flaying  the  Flyers.  The  Little  Hurricanes 
played  the  first  and  third  quarters,  vhile  the  Dr.  Peppers  played  the  second 
and  fourth  quarters.  It  was  thou^Jit  this  arrangement  would  be  unfair  to  the 
Flyers,  who  had  won  over  the  Peppers  and  lost  to  the  Hurricanes.  However, 
they  walked  right  through  the  civilian  teams,  scoring  a touchdown  in  each  quar- 
ter. The  final  score  saw  the  Golden  Tide  victorious  to  the  tune  of  25  to  0. 
Although  the  soldiers  were  really  playing  two  teams,  they  were  unaffected  by 
the  fresh  material  thrown  against  them  and  were  able  to  gain  on  all  of  their 
plays.  Tut  Imlay.  and  Ted  Landon,  both  all-Americans,  alternated  in  carrying 
the  ball  in  the  third  qua-rtcr,  when  an' ave i-age  of  five  yaMs  was  made  on  each 
play,  Tnis  win  over  the  two  local  civilian  teems  ■’Places  the  Flyers  in  the  same 
fix  as  Jimmy  McLarin.  We’ve  beaten  the  best  but  hold  no  title  for  it. 
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SHOOTING-  STEAIQET 
By  Corporal  Punishment 

"I  was  much  interested,"  writes  a Correspondent  of  the  News  Letter,  "in  a 
recent  article  in  a leading  magazine  on  time  and  split-second  action,  on  the 
synchronization  of  timed  m.ovemeht  so  necessary  to  successful  circus  acrobats.  ' 

"I  vronder  just  how  much  that  applies  to  us.  Army  pilots  in  our  aerial 
gunnery  iDractice  or,  to  tahe  a more  serious  point  of  view,  in  aerial  comhat  in 
time  of  war? 

"fdiy  is  it  that  ordinarily  on  ground  targets  better  scores  are  made  on 
the  1800  turn  approach  than  on  straightaways  or  90®  approaches?  It*s  timing 
and  rythmic  action  that  does  it.  On  the  straightaways  there  is  no  start  of 
the  unconscious  beat  of  timo  the  pilot  should  have  properly  to  swing  his  nose 
down  on  the  target  and  crack  a run  of  bullets  through  the  bulls~eye.  The 
pilot  is  continually  flying  toward  the  target;  he  merely  dips  his  nose  at  the 
1400-foot  back-line  and  dives  for  the  target,  pulling  the  trigger  when  his 
sights  are  on  the  target,  usually  just  before  the  400- foot  stop  line. 

"ITo  timing,  no  start  from  zero,  just  a continued  movement  toward  the  tar- 
get. This  condition  is  somewhat  the  same  with  the  90°  approaches,  exce-pt  that 
there  may  be  a slight  break  if  the  pilot  forgets  his  target,  ^mlls  up  into  a 
stall  and  kicks  the  plane  over,  keeping  his  mind  off  the  target  until  he  sees 
it  traveling  down  his  sif^ts  as  he  pulls  up  his  nose.  Where  the  synchronism 
conies  in,  however,  is  with  the  180°  approaches.  I don’t  mean  that  synchroniza- 
tion of  the  guns  with  the  propeller  and  engine , but  that  coordination  of  time 
and  movement  that  tells  a pilot  he  will  get  his  sights  on  the  bulls-eye  just 
two  seconds  before  he  hits  the  400-foot  stop  line,  or  that  enables  him  to  go 
through  all  the  movements,  with  faultless  precision,  so  that  when  his  sights 
are  on  the  target,  they  will  be  on  the  bulls-eye,  his  plane  just  back  of  the 
s tor)  line  and  flying  for  two  seconds  in  unwavering  flight  toward  the  target. 
Above  all,  he  will  be  in  cruite  the  mood  to  press  the  trigger  on  the  control 
stick  between  his  loiees, 

"The  pilot  flies  over  the  target  line  slightly  to  one  side  of  the  target 
he  is  to  fore  upon.  He'crosses  the' 400-foot  line  and  loses  all  sight  of  his 
target.  Back  in  his  head,,  however,  he  knows  it  is  there.  It  is  the  goal  of 
his  subsequent  actions.  Five  seconds  later,  just  before  reaching  the  1400- 
foot  back  line,  his  nose  goes  up,  his  throttle,  eased  back.  Up,  up,  until  it 
is  almost  stalling;  then  a gentle  kick  on  the  rudder  eases  her  over  the  hump 
and  she  starts  on  the  rush  downward. . The  unconscious  beat  of  time  has  started. 

"The  throttle  goes  forward;  the  motor  picks  up,  and  the  slight  waverings  • 
of  the  plane  in  its  arc  are  ironed  out  by  the  propeller’s  pull.  The  stop  line 
flashes  across  the  sights  and  the  pilot’s  finger  settles  into  the  curved  trig- 
ger control  on  the  stick.  The  engine  is  turning  over  at  1500,  barely  aiding 
gravity  in  its  pull  on  the  diving  airplane. 

"A  second  later  the  si{^ts  hit  the  target.  Up  to  this  time  the  pilot  has 
barely  noticed  the  target,  merely  its  position  in  -relation  to  his  line  of 
flight.  And  now,  as  an  ante-climax  to  his  whole  maneuver,  and  at  just  the  in- 
stant that  it  should  the  target  becomes  a reality.  The  sights  travel  up  the 
target,  from  bottom  to  top,  then  settle  back  on  the  bulle-eye  in  response  to 
an  instinctive  forward  pressure  on  the  control  stick.  It  is  the  gun  sight, 
not  the  airplane,  that  the  pilot  is  flying  down  toward  the  target. 

"The  si^ts  are  settling  down  on  the  black  spot,  The  fingers  on  the 
control  stick  suddenly  squeeze.  For  a brief  second  a ''Tacking'  trip-hammer 
strikes  the  air. 

"Nine  shots  - nine  hits.. 

"Tne  climax  of  perfect  synchronism!" 

The  above  communication  sounds  so  nice  that  a brief  denouement  seems  ap- 
propriate to  the  occasion.  Says  an  observant  me.mber  of  the  target  detail  to 
his  buddy: 

"Key,  lookitl" 

"Yeah?  At  what?" 

"No,  I mean  loOkit.  This  here  now  guy' in  No.,  36.  ship.  Boy,  he  sure 
sla.pped  ’em  right  through  the  spot.  Only  — " 

"Only  wliat?" 

"Only  it  was  on  Number  2 target,  and  the  dope  I got  was  Number  55  was  to 
shoot  on  Number  5 target.  He  rausta  counted  from  the  wrong  end.  Oh,  yeah,  he 
was  countin’  from  the  wrong  end  when  he  made  his  approach  over  the  target 
line  from  behind  the  line,  looking  at  it  backwards,  seel  Boy,  that’s  luck!" 

"Oh  , yeah?" 
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"You  know  it,  ’Cause  the  lad  also  and  pre'^uously  ehootin’  on  Uumher  2 
target  v/as  Lieut.  Jones  in  iJjumher  24  ship.  When  Lieut.  Smith  comes  up  to 
score  the  hits,  you  keep.j'-our  trap  shut  or  I’ll  take  a — " 

"I  didn’t  say  aniything." 

"Well,  you  Letter  not.  Well,  anyvray,  Jones  gets  a big  score  - his  own 
and  what  was  made  the  pilot  -.in  IfcraDer  36.  Boy,  he  never  had  anything  like 
that  in  his  life.  Tonight  I’ll  phone  in  his  score  to  him  personal.  I’ll  also 
ask  him  for  that  three-day  pass  I been  honin*  to  get  from  this  detail.  He 
always  does  act  lenient  when  he’s  feelin’  good." 

oOo — — 

AEIIY  AED  WAVY  AGRZE  OE  SPHERE^-  OF  ACTIVITIES  OF  THEIR  AIR  FORCES 

At  a conference  recently  between  the  Chief  of  Eaval  Operations,  Admiral 
Pratt,  and  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army,  General  Douglas  MacArthur,  an  agree- 
ment of  far-reaching  importance  was  consuirmated  governing  the  operations  of  the 
Array  and  Eavy  Forces  during  peace.  Basing  their  conclusions  on  those  funda- 
mental -princix)les  of  Eational  Defense  which  should  -properly  govern  both  ser- 
vices, the  agreement  reached  leaves  the  Air  Forces  of  each  free  to  develop 
within  T/ell  defined  limits  and  each  with  a separate  and  distinct  mission. 

The  Eaval  Air  Force  will  be  based  on  the  fleet  and  move  with  it  as  an 
important  element  in  solving  the  -primary  missions  confronting-  the  fleet.  The 
Army  Air  Forces  will  be  land-based  and  employed  as  an  essential  element  to  the 
Army  in  the  performance  of  its  mission  to  defend  the  coasts  both  at  home  and 
in  our  overseas  -possessions,  thus  assuring  the  fleet  absolute  freedom  of  action 
without  any  responsibility  for  coast  defense. 

Up  to  this  time  no  satisfactory  line  of  dema-rlcation  had  been  evolved,  but 
the  discussions  have  resulted  in  a clearer  evaluation  of  the  fondamental  prin- 
ci'ples  involved  in  the  use  of  the  air  weapon.  The  present  agreement  is  being 
heralded  as  the  beginning  of  the  closest  cooperation  that  has  ever  existed 
between  the  two  great  branches  of  our  Eational  Defense.  It  is,  therefore, 
welcomed  with  acclaim  b3’-  the  -personnel  of  both  the  Army  and  the  Eavy. 

oOo 

FLYIEG  TIIviE  BY  THE  8Sth  OBSERVATIOE  SQUADROE 

A total  of  approximately  7,000  flaring  hours  was  credited  to  the  88th 
Observation  Squadron,  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma,  during,  the  ipast  year.  Leading  in 
flying  time  was  Lieut.  J.H.  Roe,. with  a maximum  of  approximately  375  hours. 
There  was  an  even  distribution  of  time  among  the  flying  x^ersonnel  assigned 
to  the  Sona-dron. 

oOo 

.PRAISE  FOR  THE  FIRST  PURSUIT  GROUP 

The  year  1930  was  a -period  of  much  -progress  and  activity  at  Selfridge 
Field,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich.,  the  home  of  the  First  Pursuit  Grou-p.  Enlisted  -per- 
sonnel are  now'  adequately  ho'ased.  Construction  work  was  started  on  36  new 
sets  of  officers’  q-uarters,  and  the  tactical  squadrons  are  raTJidly  receiving 
their  quota  of  the  latest  ty;pe  of  ipursuit  flying  equi-pment. 

On  Saturday,  December  13th,  the  First  Pursuit  Group,  consisting  of  three 
squadrons  of  18  -filanes  each,  and  the  Grouip  Commander  and  Staff  in  .a  Headquar- 
ters Element  of  three  -planes,  met  Rear  Admiral  Byrd,  of  South  Pole  fame,  and 
escorted  his  -plane  from  the  outskirts  of  Detroit  to  the  !,lunici-pal  Airport.  On 
the  following  Monday,  officers  of  the  Group  were  uests  at  a reception  given 
by  the  City  of  Detroit. 

On  Thursday,  January  1st  , the  First  pursuit  Group  assisted  at  the  inaugu- 
ration of  the  ne\7  Governor  of  Michigan,  the  Honorable  Wilbur  M.  Brucker,  by 
flying  a demonstration  formation  over  the  State  Capitol,  Lansing,  Michigan, 
during  the  ceremonies.  The  effectiveness  of  the  demonstration  m&j  be  judged 
by  the  following  letter  sent  to  Major  George  H.  Brett,  Commanding  Officer  of 
Self ridge  Field,  by  Mr.  Paul  A.  Martin,  General  Chairman  of  the  Inaugural 
Committee; 

dear  Major; 

In  the  -past  years  I have  witnessed  many  aerial  dis-plays  - both  big  and 
little.  I have  seen  them  on  fields  nearby  and  far  distant  - and  fields  of 
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prominence  and  those  nob  so  pi*or-inent  — hat  I "waJit- to—say "to'^ou  that'''!  have 
never  seen  an  aerial  display  which  so  impressechme  with  its  timelf.ness,  its 
efficiency  and  its  complete  coerdination,-  as  was  that  which  you  put  cn  in 
connection  with  the  inaugaration.  I .v;ant  to  express  to  you  the  appreciation 
of  the  inaugural  committee  fer  the.  part  vhich  j^bu  and  your  men  played  and  in 
doing  so  I am  expressing  the  appreciation,  as  well,  of  every  man,  woman  and 
child  who  saw  it,  and  the  appreciation  also  of  Governor  Erucker  in  whose  be- 
half it  was  staged. 

I am  indeed  sorry  that  you  were  not  able  to  he  present  for  the  events 
that  followed,  hut  I can  appreciate  just  why  that  was  so. 

Will  you  kindly  express  to  the  members  of  your  command  the  thanks  due  to 
them  on  the  part  of  the  inaugural  conmaittee? 

If  we  can,  at  any  time,  be  of  service  to  you  do  not  fail  to  coiraminicate 
vdth  us. 

With  all  good  wishes,  and  kindest  personal  regards, 

Very  sincerely  yours , 

Paul  A.  Kfe-rtin."  ' ' 

OOO — ■ : 

AERI.4L  PHOTOGRAPHY  IH  THS  PHILIPPIliES  . 

The  6th  Photo  Section,  Hichols  Field,  P.I.,  completed  three  large  mosaics 
of  a total  of  400  square  miles  in  East-Central  Luzon,  and  road  strips  in  four 
provinces  during  the  month  of  November.  All  of  this  work  is  for  the  use  of 
the  Philippine  Division  during  the  forthcoming  Spring  maneuvers.  This  Photo 
Section  is  also  engaged  in  me.king  tri  lens  photographs  covering  the  artillery 
ranges  of  Fort  Stotsenburg  reservation,  an  area  of  about  300  square  miles. 

, . .-_„o0o— 

EIGHT  FLYIHG  BY  THE  94TH  PURSUIT  SQUADROH 

The  94th  Pursuit  Squadron  participated  in  the  first  night  flying  which 
has  been  done  in  the  First  Pursuit  Group,  Self ridge  Field,  Mich. , for  quite  a 
while,  and  in  that  connection  has  developed  a satisfactory  flare  mount  and 
release  for  use  on  the  Boeing  P-12  airplane.  Lieut.  Harry  A.  Johnson,  Command- 
ing Officer  of  the  Squadron,  and  Lieut.  A.T.  Johnson,  Assistant  Armament  Offi- 
cer of  the  Squadron,  worked  out  the  mount,  and  in  all  tests  it  proved  satisfac- 
tory and  filled  all  their  expectations. 

The  flare  is  held  in  a vertical  position  directly  in  front  of  the  leading 
edge  of  the  lower  wing,  in  line  with  the  H strut.  An  arrangement  of  clamps 
around  the  strut  tends  to  hold  it  rigid,  and  padding  prevents  any  damage  to 
the  wing.  A good  six  inches  of  the  flare  projects  below  the  wing,  so  that 
there  is  no  danger,  when  it  is  released,  of  the  flare  fouling.  The  release 
cable  is  led  along  the  leading  landing  wire,  through  guides,  up  to  the  cockpit. 

Before  actually  testing  the  releasing  qualities  of  the  arrangement,  test 
flights  were  made  with  the  flares  mounted.  The  plane  was  dived  and  maneuvered 
to  see  if  the  added  weight  out  near  the  tip  of  the  wings  had  any  effect  upon 
the  flying  qualities  of  the  ship.  The  cliange  of  performance  was  so  slightly 
noticeable  that  it  could  be  entirely  disregarded,  and  when  the  release  was 
tested,  no  difficulty  whatsoever  was  experienced  in  dropping  the  flares. 

Tne  flare  mount  can  be  installed  and  removed  in  a few  minutes,  and  is  never  on 
the  plane  except  when  it  is  so  desired  in  order  to  fly  at  night. 

Incidentally,  the  P-12  is  a good  night-flying  ship.  With  the  wide  range 
of  visibility,  maneuverability  and  landing  qualities  that  they  'possess,  in  the 
pursuit  line  especially  they  have  no  peer., 

oOo 

36TH  PUB.SUIT  READY  TO  START  WORK 

With  the  delivery  of  eleven  P-5  airplanes,  the  36th  Pursuit  Squadron,  re- 
oe^itly  organized  at  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. , is  in  a position  to  begin  a period 
of  intensive  training.  Six  more  airplanes  are  expected  to  be  received  shortly. 
The  last  six  are  to  be  Prestone-cooled  and  are  eagerly  awaited,  as  they  are 
expected  to  be  considerably  faster  tiien  the  water-cooled  jobs. 

The  Squadron  is  proud  to  have  in  its  ranks  Lieut.  Louis  Vau^Dre,  the  winner 
of  the  Mitchel  Trowhy  Race,  which  was  held  at  Self  ridge  Field  on  November  22nd. 
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EEDUCTIOU  OP  PAIALITIES-  ni  'TrlE  AEMY  AIR  COEPS 

. . , . Touching. . on  the  reduction  of  fatal  fujci,dent.s  in  flying  operations,  it  can 
he  stated  without  reservation; that  the'  record  achieved  hy  the  Army  Air  Com^s 
in  this  respect  during  the  six  months  period  from  July  1,  1930  to  December  31, 
1930,;  as  conrpared  with  those  previously  made  , is  nothing  short  of  spectacular. 
In  this  half  year,  a7;)roximately  16,908  hours  were  fiown  for  every  fatal  acci- 
dent, as  compared  with  1,718  hours  flown  for  every  fatal  accident  in  the  year 
1921.  It  will  thus  he  noted  that  in- this  modern  day  and  age,  with  vastly 
superior  types  of  airplanes,  a very  considerable  increase  in 'the  am.ount  of 
flying,  improved  flying  training  methods., ' and  other  factors  too  numerous  to 
mention  in  the  limited  discussion  it  is  intended  to  give  this  important  sub- 
ject at  this  particular  time,  flying  operations  in  the  Army  Air  Corps  are 

very  nearly  ten  times  safer  than  they  were 'a  decade  ago.  

The  following  tabulation  shows  the  number  ...pf  flying  hours  per  fatal 
accident  each  year  fop.  the  past '.'ten  years,  'viz; 

Year  1921  1922  1923  1924,  1925  1926  1927  1928  192.9.  1930  First 

(Fiscal)  ^ . •■'  F.Y.1951 

Flying  • 

Kouns’ per 

fatal'  :■/  ■ ' 

accident  1718  2717  1992  4253.  5183  ■,  5866  5032  7316  6125  8700  16,903 


The  progress  the  Air  Corps  has  been  making  to  increase  the  safety  factor 
in  flying,  particularly  during  the  first  half  of  the  Fiscal  Year  1931,  when 
there  were  il  fatal  accidents (6  officers  of  the  Air  Corps,  Regular  Army,  and 
5 Air  Corps  Reserve  officers)  may  be  noted  at  a glance  from  the  chart  given 

beloT/,  ^ ^ ^ „ 

First  half 

F.Y.Year  1921  1922  - 1923  1924  1925.  1926  1927  1928  1929  ,1930  F.Y.  1931 
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The  7th  Bombardment  Group,  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.,  has  been 
very  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  Mr.  Dean  Blake  to  conduct  a series 
of  lectures  on  the  subject  of  Meteorology.  Mr.  Blake  is  with  the  U. S.  (Jovern- 
raent,  in  charge  of  the  Weather  Bureau  in  San  Diego. 
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ELIMIKA-TING  KIl'IZS  III  TOW  TATIX'.T  CA.BLE  .JBI  JLEAJ) 


According  to  the  ireus  Letter  Corres-:)ondent  from  Uichols  Field,  P.I.,  the 
2nd  Observation  Scroedroh  cxmerienced  a lot  pf'/tTOuhle-.  the  Tpast  year  vrith  the 
tow  target  equipment.  Tlie  greatest  difficulty  at  the  beginning  of  the  target 
practice  season  v^as  the  fact  that  with  the  large  3-9^A  targets,,  the.  cable 
would  kinlc  and  brealc  when  tlie -target  was  released.  Staff  Sergeant  O.W.Willcox 
•finally  exercised  liis  -ingenuity  and  invented  a wei^it  for  the  end  of  the  cable, 
•which  consists  of  a lead  '•fish''  oh  the  end  of  a 12- inch  rod  which  is  fastened 
to  the  release  and  which  -prevents  the  cable  from  twisting  and  helps  materially 
in  keeping  dovm  the  kinks, 

During  the  month  of  November  the  2nd  Observation  Squadron  conducted  a 
large  number  of  tow  target  and  tracking  missions  with  the  60th  Coast  Artillery 
at  Port  Mills,  Corregidor.  Both  day  and  night  missions  vrere  flown.  Prom  ITov. 
3rd  to  8th,  a combined  maneuver  was  carried  out  with  the  60th  Coast  Artillery, 
both  day  and  night  attack  missions  being  flown. 

The  Squadron  expects  to  break  all  previous  records  for  aircraft  hours 
floT/n  during  the  month.  Plights  were  made  to  Mindoro,  33aguio  , Carranglan, 
Lingayen  Gulf  and  Biangue,  where  a wonderful  emergency  landing  field  was  locat- 
ed, Lieut,  Backes  re-ports  that  bhis  field  is  large  enough  for  the  entire  Group 
and. -perfectly  drained  and  sodded.  ■ 

— ^^-oOo 

STUDYING  EPPECT  OP  ATMOSPHERICS  ON  PHOTOC-EAPHIC  PILM 

Over  a period  of  two  days,  eight  flights  were  made  at  Mitchel  Field,  ‘N.I., 
under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Arthur  L.  Scheen,.of  the  Eastman  Kodalc  Company,  to 
de '/ermine  the  effect  on  film  of  the  various  atmospheric  conditions  found  at  the 
high  altitudes  from  which  aerial  mosaics  are  made.  Tvfo  of  the  flights  were 
made  by  Lieut.  Arthur  Merriweather,  pilot,  and  Teclmical  Sergeant  Dryer  as 
photographer.  The  other  six  flights  were  made  by  the  photographic  team  of 
Lieut,  Guy  H.  Gale,  pilot,  and  I^Iaster  Sergeant  Cates,  photogfa-oher. 

A new  instrument,  furnished  by  the  Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  was  carried  in  the 
ship.  This  instrument,  called  a meteorograph,  records  graphically  the  tempera- 
ture, relative  liumidity  and  atmospheric  pressure.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  while  on  the  ground  the  humidity  rises  as  the  temperature  drops.  In  the 
upper  air  the  reverse  is  found  to  be  true.  Above  10,000  feet,  the  h-umidity 
drops  as  the  temperature  goes  down. 

The  flights  were  all  made  at  the  same  altitude,  but  -under  different  cli- 
matic conditions.  The  filmi  is  being  develo-ped  and  will  be  carefully  studied  to 
determine  the  effects  caused  by  the  varying  atmos-pheric  conditions  encountered. 

The  cameras  used  were  the  T-2,  four-lens  type,  and  the  K tj'pe,  single  lens 
camera.  These  cameras  are  used  by  the  U.S.  Army  Air  Corps  and  most  of  the 
civilian  ma-pping  concerns, 

• oOo- — 

TWO  MORE  PURSUITERS  liUTIATED  INTO  THE  CATERPILLAR  CLUB 

On  December  2nd,  while  the  17th  and  94th  Squadrons,  1st  Pursuit  Group, 
were  e'ngaged  in  a series  of  attacks  on  each  other,  Lieut.  Ryan,  of  the  17th, 
and  Lieut.  Underhill,  of  the  94th,  ran  together.  Both  -pilots  were  forced  to 
ju.'p  and  both  landed  sa.fely  after  floating  doTO  for  4,000  feet.  The  entire 
squadron  circled  aro’und  while  they  floated  to  earth  to  see  that  they  landed 
safely.  About  half  an  hour  later  both  of  them  returned  to  Selfridge  Field  via 
autom.obile.  They  were  quite  badly  shaken  u-p  but  otherwise  none  the  worse  for 
their  experience, 

S-peaking  of  Lieut.  Underhill,  the  Nev;s  Letter  Corres-pondent  states  that 
his  actions  immediately  folloT;ing  the  crash  v/ere  so  free  from  embarrassment 
that  he  should  receive  a medal  of  some  sort  in  addition  to  the  gold  bug  received 
from  the  Irving  Company.  Not  only  did  he  notice  what  time  the  crash  occurred, 
but  he  actually  took  off  his  glove  and  timed  his  descent  from  5,000  feet. 
However,  he  failed  to  bring  back  the  ri'p  cord,  for  w'hich  he  \vas  severely  cen- 
sured, At  that,  "Eddie"  was  I'acky  to  get  out  with  minor  bruises  and  a lame 
shoulder. 

There  are  probably  enough  1st  Pursuit  Group  members  of  the  Cater-pillar 
Club  to  form  a Self  ridge  Field  Cha-pter  thereof. 
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"CnjlFCmiA,  .HERE  I aOME.«-  , . 

The  Uews  Letter  Correspondent  from  Roolrwell  Fields  Coronado,  Calif.,  evi- 
dentlj?-  imist  he  a native  son.  He  says:  "Hiere  are  many  snots  ih.  the  world  which 
seem  to  possess  a peculiar  attraction  for  one.  Anyone  who  knov/s  California 
realizes  its  vast  size  and  the  £reat  distance  wliixh  separates  Northern  and 
Southern  California.  Southern  California  - or  rather  Agua  Caliehte , Baja 
California,  is  a nlace  where  less  than  three  short  years  ago  pas  a sterile  des- 
ert. It  is  now  the  garden  spot  of  the  world,  outrivaling  anything  European. 

Its  architecture  is  of -the  Spanish- California  type,  w’ith  dazzling  White  walls 
and  red  tile  roofs,  and  the  flowers  and  colors  of  hi^  extravagance. 

■ The  golf  links  lie  at  the  right  - a green  mantle  flung  over  poarched  hills 
and  cared  for  at  eventide  hy  whirling  sprays  of  the  faiiw;ay.  The  new  .Golf  Cluh 
at  Agna  Caliente  is  a lavish  affair.” 

How  to  go  on  lAdth  out  story.  On  December  20th,  the  great  Gladiators  of 
March  Eield  descended  on  our  peaceful  surroundings,  vdth  the  sole  and  evil  'in- 
tent of  defeating  the  Rockwell  lield  Romans  in- the  ancient  and  honorable  games 
of  Golf  and  Tennis. 

The  day  of  the  battle  da.wned  cold  and  clear  on  the  battlegrounds  of  Agua 
Caliente.  Both  factions  were  pre-pared  to  do  or  die  for  their  Alma , Maiiimy.  With 
much  ado,  the  hostilities  started,' ' The  battles  were  long  and  strenuous,  but 
after  the  dust  had  cleared  a.nd  the  casualties  counted,  the  Golf  fracas  was  de- 
clared a draw,  while  the  tennis  racketeers  from  Roclcwell  took  five  of  six 
matches  from  their  xDedagogae  opponents. 

It  T/as  a great  day  of  glory  for  the  locals,  and  for  all  at  Agua  Caliente. 

oOo 

ITEW  PLATES  FOR  THE  S4TH  PURSUIT 

During  the  month  of  December,  the  94th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Selfridge  Eield, 
lost  all  of  the  P-12B.‘ s that  they  received  last  Spring,  immediately  preceding 
maneuvers.  As  the  new  P-12C’s  were  completed  out  at  the  Boeing  factory  In 
Seattle j the  old  P-12’s  were  flo-wn  out  to  the  Rockwell  Air^Depot.  They  were  to 
undergo  major  overliaul  before  being  delivered  to  Ivfe.ther  Eield..  Meanwhile,  the 
pilots  proceeded  by  rail  to  Seattle  and  ferried  new  ships  back  to  Selfridge 
Eield, 

, The  .94th  will  - receive  the  next  consignment  of  new  Boeing  .ships.  .They  are 
to  be  the  latest,  with  all  "bugs”  removed.  This  new  series  will  be  the  ”D" 
type,  with  a high  compression  Pratt  and  Whitney  "Wasp,”  and  present  plans  call 
for  February  delivery. 

Meanwhile,  the  94th  is  flying  P-l’s,  and  for  the  first  few  hours,  the 
sa^/ing  that  "an  oleo  landing  gear  covers  a multitude  of  sins,”  was  proved  be- 
yond the  shadow  of  an,7  doubt. 

— -oOo- — 

EOMBIHG  MISSIONS  AT  R0CK.WELL  EIELD 

The  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  recently  engaged  in  some  very  interesting 
Bombing  Missions  in  conjunction  with  the  lith  Bombardment  Souadron,  Six  P-12's 
were  loaded  with  five  25-lb.  live  bombs  apiece,  and  a rendezvous  three  miles 
off  the  Coronado  Strand  was  made  with  a three-ship  Bom.ber  formation.  The  ■ 
Pursuit  flight  made  dive  boinbiiy  attacks  on  the  shadow  of  the 'Bombers , releasing 
combs  from -the  six  ships  simultaneously. 

Tile  results  were  most  gratifying  to  the  Pursuiters,  as  time  after  time 
direct  hits  were  recorded.  The  mighty  men  of  'bhe  11th,  however,  claim  that  they 
still  cease  to  worry  over  Pursuit  attacks,  so  the  war  urges  on. 

oOo 

Daring  ,the  ironth  of  December,  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot,  Coron3.do,  Calif., 
completed  major  overhaul  on  16  air-planes  and  39  engines.  Twenty-one  planes  and 
twenty-six  engines  were  received  during  the  month  for  overlia.ul.  Pour  thousand, 
one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  and  three-quarter  man  hours  (4,189-3/4)  were  ex- 
pended in  the  Engineering  Sho-ps  of  the  Depot  for  the  nxanufacture  and  re-pair  of 
Air  Corps  equipment  other;  than  aiiqplaiies  and  engines. 
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WAR  DiIPARTMEHT,,aBI)EHS.  JlITOH  AIR  COBBS  CSTtCERS 

y' 

Reserve  Officers  ordered  to  extended  dfcctive  duty;  (January  2 to  June  30, 
1921)  To  Crissy  Field,  CalLf'.-"  2nd  Lieuts.  Relson  D.  JenLcins  and  Allen  Chapman, 
Oalcland,  Calif.;  Myron.  Slnic  lackey,  San  Francisco,  Calif.-  To  Dodd  Field, Texas ; 
2nd  Lieuts.  Henry  Bishop  Fisher;  Grosvenor  R.  Paine,  Dallas,  Texas; -To  jiangley 
Field,  Va.  ; 2nd  Lieut  . ^"illfam  James  McCracken,  IJew  York  City  - To  Rockwell 
Field,  Calif . ; 2nd  Lieuts.  Wma  Groen  Jr.,  YChittier,  Calif.;  Robert  K.  Urban, 
Abilene,  Texas;  Paul  Lester  Poster,  San  Diego,  Calif.  - To  Mitchel  Field,  IT.Y.  ; 
2nd  Lieuts.  William  H.  Thomas,  Elwood  City,  Pa.;  Ferdinand  Eble,  Jr.,  Washing- 
ton, D.C.  - To  Scott  Field,  111.;  2nd  Lieuts.  Charles  C.  Cunningham,  Indian- 
apolis, Ind. ; James  H.  Gray,  ClLaimpaign,  111. 

February  1 to  June  30,  1931;  2nd  Lieuts. Robert  D.  Cassell  to  Fort  Crockett, 
Texas;  Desmond  S.  Shipley,  new  lork  City,  to  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 

January  9 to  June  50,  1931;  2nd  Lieut.  Cedrick  B.  Davis  to  Roclcwell  Field. 
February  15  to  June  30,  1951;  2nd  Lieut.  Percy  0.  Brewer,  San  Jose,  Calif,, 
to  Crissy  Field,  Calif, 

February  IS  to  June  50,  1951;  To  Self ridge  Field,  Mich.-  2nd  Lieut s . Edward 
Campbell  Davis,  Jr.,  Atla.nta,  Ga,-  To  Fort  Crockett,  Texas;  Charles  F.Skannal, 
Shreveport,  La.;  Paul  LeRoy  Torrence,  Billii^gs,  Montana;  Charles  Edward  Jost, 
Eugene,  Oregon;  James  Columbus  Heely,  Memphis,  Term.;  John  K.  Catchings ,Atlanta , 
Ga.  - To  Rockv/ell  Field,  Calif . ; Yirgil  ?J.  Vaughan,  Denver,  Colo.;  Paul  B. 
Balfour,  Seattle,  Wash.;  Lake  Moore,  Jr.,  Denver,  Colo.;  Franlc  M.  Crismon,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah  - To  Langley  Field,  Va. ; Ray  W.  Clifton,  Gering,  Web.;  Albert 

B.  Duke,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  (From  Mcurch  2nd)  - To  Scott  Field,  111.;' Eugene 
Michael  Kruse,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  - To  Post  Field,  Gola.g  Julian  Miles  Joplin, 
Dallas,  Texas.  - To  Ma^nvell  Field,  Ala..;  Herbert  P.  Horton,  Wollaston,  Mass. 

Officers  relieved  from  Detail  to  the  Air  Cor-os;  To  the  Field  Artillery, 

2nd  Division,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas  - 2nd  Lieuts.  William  H.  Allen,  Jr.  - 
To  Infantry,  2nd  Division,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas;  Harry  C.  Anderson,  John  P. 
McGimiess,  1st  Lieut.  William  V.  Gray,  2nd  Lieut.  Winston  R.  Maxwell,  Harry 

C.  Kirby  - To  6th  Coast  Artillery,  Fort  Winfield  Scott,  Calif.;  2nd  Lieuts. 
Charles  J.  Odenweller,  Robert  F.  Haggerty,  Harry  R.  Boyd  - To  7th  Infantry, 
Vancouver  Barracks,  Wash.;  2nd  Lieuts.  Samuel  P.  Kelley,  Francis  J.  Corr  - To 
1st  Ca>,valry  Division,  Fort  McIntosh,  Texas:  2nd  Lt.  Edward  F.  Kuqape  - To  18th 
Infantry,  Fort  Schuyler,  H.Y. : 2nd  Lt . Samuel  Roth  - To  Hawaiian  Department, 

for  duty  with  Coast  Artillery  troops;  2nd  Lt . Willis  A.  Perry  - To  22nd  Infantry, 
Pert  McPherson,  Ga. : 2nd  Lt.  Joseph  E.  James,  Jr,  - To  63rd  Coast  Artillery, 

Fort  JjdacArthur,  Calif.:  2nd  Lt . Charles  C.  Cloud,  Jr.  - To  3rd  Field  Artillery, 
Fort  Benjamin  Harrison,  Ind.;  2nd  Lt  . Thomas  I.  Edgar  - To  26th  Infantry, 
Plattsburg  Barracks,  H.Y. ; 2nd  Lt.  George  W.  Lermond. 


2nd  Lieuts.  Tracy  K,  Dorsett,  Coolidge,  Texas,  and  Harry  LeRoy  Clark, 

Aurora,  111.,  both  of  the  Air  Cor.ps  Reserve,  to  active  dutj^'  at  Fort  Crockett, 
Texas,  February  18  to  June  30,  1931. 

oOo 

CONTRA.CTS  FOR  FnW  FLAMES  ADD  EQUIPMEIIT 

Contracts  for  nev;  Air  Corps  equipment , involving  an  expenditure  of 
$1,420,006.72,  were  recently  approved  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  as 
follows ; 

The  Fairchild  Airplane  lianufacturing  Corqoration  will  receive  a contract 
for  $60,513.99  for  the  procurement  of  six  Fairchild  Photographic  airplanes, 

Model  F-IA,  and  spare  parts.  This  tjgpe  of  airplane  has  been  service  tested  and 
will  be  equipped  with  the  Pratt  & ’'hitney  "Wasp"  SR-1340-D  engine.  The  airiolanes. 
are  required  to  equip  Photographic  Sections  of  the  Air  Corps.  A number  of  F-1 
airplanes,  of  which  the  F-IA  is  an  iraiDroved  model,  are  already  in  photogra-phic 
service  in  the  Air  Corps. 

The  Consolidated  Aircraft  Corporation  will  receive  a cchtract  for  three 
fast  single-engine sair-cooled, small  Transport  planes.  Model  YlC-22,  and  spare 
parts,  at  a total  cost  of  $79,040.35.  These  airplanes  will  ha.ve  the  Wright 
R-1820-S  engine  installation.  The  purchase  of  these  airplanes  is  required  for 
service  test  purposes,  there  being  need  of  a fleet  of  small  and  fast  transports 
in  the  Air  Corps, 

The  Stearman  Aircraft  Corporation,  Wichita,  Kansas,  will  receive  a contract 
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for  four  Stearman  Primary  Training  airplanes,  Air  Ck>rps.JicMiel  IPT-9,  spare 
parts  and  prints,  at  a.  total  cost  of  $26,756.50.  These  airplanes  will  have 
the  Wright  Model  B-540,  five-cylinder  radial  air-cooled  engine  installation, 
which  is  similar  to  the  Wright  R-975  engine,  for  experimental  and  service  test 
xmrposes.  This  p)a-i'ticiilar  type  of  ainplane-  has  not  been  previously  purchased 
hy  the  Air  Corps.  ■'  ' • 

The  Pratt  & Whitney  Aircraft  Camoany,  Hartford,  Conn.,  will  receive  two 
contracts  for  air-cooled  engines,  at  a t-^tal  cost  of  $641,883.82.  One  of  these 
contracts  will  he  for  a total  of  62  "Wasn”  engines  for  installation  in  the 
Fairchild  Photogra;ohic  air-pl.ane,  F-IA,  and  Douglas  Model  BT-2CA^sic  Training 
airplane,  and  the  other  is  for  60  Pratt  & Tnitney  "Hornet”  engines.  Type 
P-1690-B,  for  installation  in  the^  Model  0-38  Observation  airplanes,  to  be  manu- 
tactured  by  the  Douglas  Aircraft  Com-oany,  Santa  Monica,  Calif.  The  number  of 
engines  in  each  case  will  be  sufficient  for  installation  in  the  airplanes  men- 
tioned and  -p3:’ovide  additional  s^pare  engines. 

The  Douglas  Aircraft  Conrpany,  Santa  Monica,  Calif,,  will  receive  a con- 
tract for  30  Observation  ainplanes,  Model  0-38,  and  20  Basic  Training  airplanes. 
Model  BT-2C,  in  the  total  amon.nt  of  $667,137.46.  These  air-planes  are  standard 
X)roduction  types  in  use  by  the  Air  Cor]ps.  The  Model  0-38  airiplane  will  have 
the  Pratt  & Whitney  "Hornet"  engine  insta.lla.tion,  and  the  Basic  Training  air- 
■planes  will  have  the  Pratt  & WLiitney  "Wasnp"  engine  installation. 

The  Wright  Aeronautical  Corporation,  Paterson,  H.J.,  will  receive  a con- 
tract for  16  Wright  Engines,  T:rpe  R-540,  and  spare  parts,  at  a total  cost  of 
not  to  exceed  $44,675.20.  These  engines  are  being  procured  for  service  test 
on  eight  Primary  Training  airplanes  nov/  being  -procured,  and  to  provide  addi- 
tional engines  as  spares. 

-oOo 

ASSIGmffllTT  OF  OFFICERS  OF  OTHER  ERAHCHES  TO  AIR  CORPS  TACTICAL  SCHOOL 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  anproved  the  following  quota  of  students,  at  the 
next  course  at  the  Air  Cor-ps  Tactical  School,  Langley  Field,  Va.  , of  branches 
other  than  the  Army  Air  Corps: 

Infantry, 2;  Field  Artillery, 2;  Coast  Artillery’- , 2;  Cavalry  , 2;  Signal 
Corps,  1;  Chemical  Warfare  Service,  1, 

To  be  eligible  for  detail  as  st-udents  at  this  School,  these  officers  must 
be  senior  Ca-otains  or  above. 

oOo 

THE  GAMS  HUHTERS  OF  BOLLING  FIELD 

Captain  Bayley  and  Lieut.  Robertson,  of  Bolling  Field,  D.C.,  went  on 
quite  an  extensive  h-unting  trip  do^n  in  the  ^-rilds  of  North  Carolina.  They  went 
out  with  the  idea  of  hunting  "big  game,"  supposed  to  be  found  in  that  State. 
Well,  after  hunting  contimously  for  about  24  hours,  they  both  spotted  some- 
one’s home- raised  turliey  and,  of  course,  being  most  anxious  not  to  come  back 
empty  laanded,  they  both  decided  they  must  get  him  or  her  (the  turkey),  so 
both  fired  several  times  and  missedl  "looks  as  though  our  target  practice 
wasn’t  of  imich  value  to  these  two,"  is  the  comment  of  the  News  Letter  Corres- 
pondent . 

When  asked  v/hat  they  got  on  returning.  Captain  Bayley  replied  to  the 
writer  very  sarcastically  - "We  got  back  'cold,’  and  everytliing  else  but  the 
big  game,"  Another  big  game  h'unt  was  marked  up  in  the  failure  columns. 

Better  luck  next  time. 

oOo 

WE  HEAR  FROM  MTHER  FIELD 

According  to  the  News  Letter  Corres-pondent  from  Mather  Field,  Sacramento, 
Calif.,  there  are  now  a-pproximately’-  350,  enlisted  men  and  20  officers  stationed 
at  that  field.  He  states  that  the  ships  are  in  the  minority,  but  adds  that 
there  has  been  so  much  to  do  in  the  way  of  organization  that  the  lack  of  flying 
has  not  been  keenly  felt.  New  arrivals  of  both  ships  and  men  are  reporting 
almost  daily,  so  that  it  won’t  be  long  nov/. 

Glad  to  hear  from  Mather  Field . The  material  received  from  the  CorresiDon- 
dent  reached  here  too  late  for  insertion  in  this  issue  of  the  News  letter,  and 
will  therefore  a.-jppear  in  the  next  issue.  Other  fields  which  have  been  baclavard 
in  News  Letter  contributions  are  requested  to  "come  across." 
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NOTES.  FROM’ AIR  CORPS  P’EELDS 
oOo 

.Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  Jan.  1st : 

1st  Lieut.  0.G-.  Kell^,  famed  trans-continental  flyer,  now  stationed  at 
Brooks  Field,  piloted  the  plane  conveying  several  enlisted  men  from  Brooks  and 
Kelly  Fields  to  Chanute  Field,  v/here  they  will  matriciilate  in  the  Air  Corps 
Technical  School. 

2nd  Lieut.  Richard  D,  Reeve,  after  several  weeks  spent  in  the  Ft. Sam  Houston 
Base  Hospital,  again  reported  for  duty  at  Brooks  Field  and  is  now  the  Fire  Mar- 
shall and  Police  and  Prison  Officer,  relieving  2nd  Lieut.  A.L.  Harvey, 

1st  Lieut.  L.L.  Koontz,  2nd  Lieuts.  T.H.  Baxter  and  M.R,  Helson  of  Brooks 
Field  are  in  Buffalo,  Hew  York,  whore  they  will  procure  from  the  Thomas-Morse 
Aircraft  Corn,  three  0-19C  airplanes  for  ferrying  to  Kelly  Field. 

The  Q,uarterma.ster,  Brooks  Field,  from  an  appropriation  of  $1000.00  allotted 
for  the  purpose,  purchased  1200  cubic  yards  of  gravel  and  is  now  laying  an 
"Apron"  from  Hangar  8 to  Hangar  11  of  the  Field, 

Lieut.  Fred  T.  Young,  Q,uarterma.ster  Corps,  Brooks  Field,  spent  a IS-daj^ 
leave.,  which  included  the  holiday  season,  in  San  Antonio. 

Lieut.  D.D.  Fits  Ceradd  rett:.rned  from  Santa  Monica,  Calif .^where  he  pro- 
cured from  the  Eouglas  Aircraft  Company  a BT-2B  airplane  for  delivery  to  Brooks 
Field. 

During  the  absence  of  General  Charles  S.  Danforth,  Commanding  General  of 
the  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  Lieut , -Colonel  H.E.  Clagett,  Commanding  Officer 
of  Brooks  Field,  served  in  his  stead, 

Capt.  C.E.  Austin  (Cav)  Quartermaster  of  Brooks  Field,  was  appointed  Agent 
Finance  Officer  during  the  absence  on  leave  of  1st  Lieut,  F.T.  Y^imt,  Q.M.C. 

2nd  Lieut.  G.L.  Murray,  Brooks  Field,  is  aijvay  on  leave  of  absence  which 
will  continue  through  the  holic!a3'’So 

The  58th  Service  Scuac'ron  of  Brooks  Field,  though  the  youngest  in  point  of 
organization,  is  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic.  1st  Lieut.  O.L.  Rogers  commands 
the  organization,  and  William  M.  Terry  is  1st  Sergeant. 

Lieuts.  L.L.  Beery,  G.F.  Schulgen  and  S.E.  Prudhomme,  all  of  Wright  Field, 
visited  Brooks  Field,  December  17th,  having  flown  three  latest  type  Douglas 
airplanes,  equipped  with  the  Prestone  Cooling  System,  with  which  they  have  been 
making  tours  of  the  various  fields  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  service  tests 
of  the  cooling  system.  These  officers  spent  three  days  at  Brooks  Field,  and 
while  here  a number  of  crack  pilots  of  the  Field  flew  the  planes  in  furtherance 
of  the  test  for  both  day  and  night  flying. 

All  flying  personnel  of  Brooks  Field  completed  the  required  amount  of  night 
flying  for  the  year  1930. 

Capt.  C.C.Hutt,  Lieuts,  C.F. Bradley  and  L.H.  Douthit  returned  from  Buffalo, 
H.Y,,  where  they  procured  three  0-19-B  airplanes  which  they  ferried  to  Kelly 
Field.  These  planes  are  to  be  put  in  use  at  Prance  Field,  Canal  Zone. 

Headquarters  Air  Corns  Troops,  Ft. Sill.  Okla . , Dec. 31, 1950 J 

Nine  planes  were  sent  to  San  Antonio  to  be  inspected.  The  first  three  on 
Dec,  2nd  were  piloted  by  Major  Brereton,  Lieuts,  Bryan  and.  Tidwell,  Passengers 
were  Tech.Sgt.  Townsend,  Staff  Sgts.  Ritchie  and  2nd  Lieuts,  Moore  and  Houle, 
Passengers  were  Sgt.  Leonberger,  Cpl.  Tilhitman  and  Pvt.  Whatman.  On  Dec.  15th 
three  more  were  flown  to  Duncan  Field  by  Lieuts.  Stroh,  Fleming  and  Hunt,  Pas- 
sengers were  Capt,  O’Neill , A. C,;  Capt.  Dawson,  M.A.C.  and  Lieut.  Ralph  Holmes, AC. 

Announcing  the  engagement  and  approaching  marriage  of  their  daughter.  Icy  V. 
to  Major  L.H.  Brereton,  Commanding  Officer,  Air  Corps  Troops,  Ft.  Sill,  Okla,, 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  W.B.  Larkin  of  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  entertained  with  an  elaborate 
dinner  party  at  the  Wichita  Club,  The  marriage  is  scheduled  to  talce  place 
February  21st,  1931, 

Other  cross-country  training  flights  and  ferrying  trips  of  the  month  were 
Lieut.  Campbell  to  ponco  City,  Dec,  6 ■-  Lieut,  Wait,  carrying  Cpl.  McCraw  to 
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Ardmore,  Dec.  6th;  Lieut.  J.D.  Pitts  to  Pt.Pilje:.’',  Ians.. ^ Dec.  13tn; -Lieut. 
Tid',vell  to  Pt. Crockett,  Dec.  13th;  Lieut.-  S.J.  Young, pilot,  Lieut. -S.J.  Wait, 
passenger,  to  Superior,  ITeLr*, Dec.  13th;  Lieut.  J.  Roe,  pilot,  St.Sgt.  Shaw, 
passenger,  to  Dallas,  Tex,,  Dec.  15th;  Lieut.  Mitchell  and  Pvt,  Radlein  to 
Brooks  Yield,  Dec.  20tii;  Lieut.  Dugan  to  Pt.Rilej^  Kans.,  Dec.  20th;  Lieut. 
Britton, -Pvt, Rogers,  passenger,  to  Bartlesville , Okla, , Dec.  21st|  Lieut.  Stroh, 
Sgt.  LeonLerger,  passenger,  to  Denver,  Dec.  23d;  Lieut.  Houle  to^  El  Paso,  Dec, 
23d;  three  planes  to  Dallas,  Dec.  27th,  piloted  by  Capt.  Hickey,  1st  Lleuts. 

Rice  and  Shankle,  passengers,  Maj.  Swing,  P.A. , Sgts.  Carter  and  Shaw;  Lieut. 
C.H,  Miller,  Cpl.  Green,  passenger,  to  Memphis,  Dec.  29th  and  Lieut,  Pleming 
pilot,  Sgt.  Zeloski,  passenger,  to  Duncan  Yield,  Dec.  30th, 

The  following  officers  were  on  leave  during  the  holiday  season:  1st  Lieuts. 
Rice,  Shankle  and  Ritchie  and  2nd  Lieuts,  C.E.  Moore,  Whitten,  Du.gan,  Bryan, 
Percefull,  Yleming,  Pitts,  Wait,  Campbell,  Johuiston  and  Tarro. 

The  1st  Balloon  Company  accomplished  two  free  balloon  flights  this  month. 
Tlie  first  flight,  Dec.  13th,  was  piloted  by  2nd  Lieut.  R.C.  Holmes,  the  passen- 
gers being  Lieut.  J.H.  Roe,  Air  Res.;  Sgt.  L.S.  Rayburn  and  Cpl.  Wm.  Doty, A. C. 
Tne  second  flight,  Dec.  20th,  was  piloted  by  Capt,  Heal  Creighton  with  Sgt. 

J.V.  Wyllsey,  passenger. 

1st  Lieuts,  Rice  and  Shankle  went  on  leave  together  and  spent  about  ten 
days  in  Nogales,  Ariz.,  primarily  on  a business  trip,  with  dove-shooting  as  a 
side  issue, 

Lieut.  D.E,  Wliitten  and  Sgt.  H.B.  Stimmel  left  Yriday  the  19th  for  Camp 
Wood,  Texas,  on  a four  day  hunting  trip. 

Port  Crockett.  Galveston,  Texas,  Jan.  1st : 

The  Post  basketball  team  lost  its  first  game  the  other  night  when  they 
played  the  Santa  Ye  Yive,  1929  champs.  Both  teams  were  on  equal  terras  until 
the  last  few  minutes  of  play,  when  a suddan  burst  by  the  Railroaders  put  the 
final  score  at  30-24.  The  Ylyers  have  a wonderful  chance  to  win  the  city 
championship  this  year,  which  is  their  first  in  the  local  league, 

T/ith  the  8th,  90th  and  13th  Attack  Squadrons  and  the  60th  Service  Squadron 
entered,  the  Post  basketball  league  will  get  under  way  shortly.  The  13th  Squad- 
ron, 1930  champs,  has  lost  only  one  man,  Lieut.  Peterson,  star  center,  left 
the  Group  and  his  position  on  the  team  will  be  taken  by  Lieut.  Charles  Jost, 
former  plajj^er  and  coach  at  the  University  of  Oregon,  We  predict  the  13th  will 
have  a harder  time  keeping  their  title  than  they  had  winning  it, 

Lieut.  E.S.  Shepherd  organized  a Post  Soccer  team  and,  although  it  lost 
its  first  game  2-0,  it  appears  as  if  they  will  be  dangerous  opponents  in  their 
league.  The  players  showed  a wealth  of  experience  and  skill  hut  were  lacking 
in  speed  and  condition. 

Santa  Claus,  adopting  the  latest  means  of  travel,  arrived  at  Yt. Crockett, 
Wednesday  afternoon,  Dec.  24th,  in  an  A-3B,  piloted  by  Lieut.  Robert  K.  Taylor, 
who  made  a srjecial  trip  to  the  North  Pole  for  the  kindly  old  gentleman.  His 
appearance  on  the  jja-rade  ground  set  in  motion  the  annual  Christmas  celebration 
given  each  year  by  the  Officers  Club,  Each  of  the  130  children  who  attended 
received  gifts  from  Saint  Nick,  who  distributed  them  from  in  front  of  the  larg- 
est Christmas  tree  that  could  be  obtained  in  Galveston.  When  the  celebration 
was  over,  the  tree  was  placed  out  on  the  parade  ground,  where  its  one  hundred 
25-watt  bulbs  glowed  each  night  of  the  holiday  season. 

The  wedd-ing  of  Miss  Esther  Brown,  daughter  of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  L.  Brown  of  St, 
Cloud,  Minn.,  and  2nd  Lieut.  Clayton  Stiles,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  was  quietly 
solemnized  Wednesday  evening,  Dec,  24th,  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  A. 
Drouilhet,  with  Rev.  Montgomery,  Army  Chaplain,  officiating.  After  the  cere- 
mony, the  bride  and.  groom  departed  on  a wedding  journey  to  Montgomery,  Mexico, 
to  remain  until  Jan,  3rd,  when  they  will  return  to  Galveston, 

Marshall  Eield,  Yt . Rile.v.  Kgnsas,  Jan.  3rd; 

On  Dec.  29th,  the  word  was  received  that  Lieut,  W.H.  Sherwood  of  this  squad* 
ron,  who  was  on  an  extended  cross-co^mtry  to  his  home  in  Pennsylvania,  crashed 
and  was  killed  near  Waterford,  Penna.,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  his  par- 
ents’ home.  Lieut.  Slierv/ood  was  a graduate  of  Kelly  Yield,  Texas,  with  the 
July,  1929  class. 

Lieut.  Lloyd  Hunt  of  Yt . Sill,  spent  December  21  and  22  at  Yt. Riley  visit- 
ing friends. 
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Lieut , • Glenn  Hollsuid  flew  to  Chicago^  11,1.,  on  Dec^  IBCtli,  to  visit  friends 
for  few  days. 

Lieut.  J.M,  Joplin  took  a cro.ss -country  to  LuLbock,  Te;<as,  and  from  there 
to  Dellas,  Texas,  to  visit  his  parents  over  the  holidays. 

On  Dec.  27th,  Lieut.  Blackhorn  v/ent  to  Layton,  Ohio,  as  a member  of  the 
Observation  Board,  to  discuss  and  select  some  new  Observation  ships. 

Lieut.  L.E.  Erov/nfisld  took  his  brother  Hugh  Brownfield,  a law- s tudent  at 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  as  far  as  Chanute  Dield  on  his  way  back  to  school  after  the 
holidays, 

Lieut,  C.C.  Cunningham,  A.C.  Reserve,  was  relieved  from  active  duty,  Dec. 

31.  Later  he  received  orders  placing  him  on  active  duty  for  six  months  at 
Scott  Field, • Belleville,  111, 

Luke  Field,  T.H.,  Dec.  10th, 1950 s 

The  following  named  Second  Lieiitenants,  Air  Reserve,  arrived  for  duty 
at  this  station  from  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  on  Hovember  IQth  and  were  assigned  to 
organizations,  as  indics-teds  Howard  B.  Lathrop,Jr.  and  Edward  N.  Coates  to 
50th  Observation  Squadron?  Lawrence  T.  Pugh  and  Floyd  E.  Nelsen  to  the  23d 
Bombardment  Squadron  and  George  W.  Peterson  to  the  4th  Observation  Squadron, 

2d  Lieut.  Donald  W.  Armogost,  arrived  at  this  station  on  Hov.  26th  and  was 
assigned  to  "duty  with  the  4th  Observation  Squadron. 

2d  Lieut.  F. Edgar  Cheatle,  A.C.,  transferred  to  this  station  from  Wheeler 
Field  on  Hov.  20th,  was  assigned  to  the  72d  Bombar'dment  Squadron  for  duty. 

Capt.  Joe  S.  Underwood,  Q..M.C.,  was  appointed  Post  Quartermaster,  vice  Capt. 
Herman  G,  Halverson,  Q,,M. G '.retired. 

Flying  training  consisted  of  aerial  gunnery,  aerial  navigation,  inter-islanc 
flying,  cross-co-ontry  flying,  night  flying  and  aeria.1  photography. 

On  Hov.  21st,  this  group  sent  a flight  of  six  LB-6  airplanes,  13  officers 
and  17  enlisted  men  to  the  Island  of  Hawaii. 

On  Hov,  25th,  a flight  of  nine  0-19  airjplanes  and  four  A-3B  airplanes, 

16  officers  and  10  enlisted  men  were  sent  to  the  Island  of  Hawaii. 

The  above  flights  were  made  as  a part  of  the  aerial  navigation  course  out- 
lined in  Training  Program  No.  1,  these  headquarters,  da.ted  Oct.  15,  1930. 

4th  Observation  Squadron;  During  the  last  month  this  squadron  was  the 
scene  of  great  activity,  preparatory  to  the  start  of  the  training  season.  As 
the  training  starts  v/ith  aerial  gunnery  and  bombing,  guns  and  bomb  racks  v/ere 
installed. 

Very  little  trouble  was  experienced  with  the  new  0-19B  airplanes,  and  the 
pilots  have  nothing  but  x-^raise  for  the  new  ships,  ’ffith  these  ships  the  squs.dron 
is  expected  to  rexoeat,  if  not  improve,  the  very  good  shrwing  of  last  season,  and 
everyone  can  expect  to  hear  from  the  squadron  in  the  near  future  about  our" expert 
gamners  and  bombers"  and  our  cooperative  work  with  other  branches  of  the  Army, 
which  will  include  about  every  tjqpe  of  mission  known  to  Observation  Aviation. 

On  Nov.  15th,  our  former  Squa.dron  Commander,  Ca,pt.  George  P.  Johnson,  sailec 
on  the  U.S.A.T.  SOMIvIE  for  his  new  station,  Langley  Field,  Va.  An  Aloha  flight 
of  six  LB-6  airplanes,  six  0-19B  airx)lanes  and  one  Amphibian  airplane  took  off  ■ 
to  bid  him  good-bye  and  best  vdshes. 

50th  Observation  Squadrons  Capt.  Frank  H.  Pritchard  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  50th  Gbs.  Sqdn.,  and  the  following  officers  are  assigned  for 
squadron  duty:  1st  Lieut.  Richard  H.  Dean,  2nd  Lieuts. . Edgar  T.  Noyes  and  Edwin 
W.  Rawlings,  A.C,  and  8nd  Lieuts.  Edv/ard  N.  Coates  and  Howard  B,  Lathrop,Air-Res. 

Four'0-19B  airpj.anes  were  turned  over  to  the  Squadron,  permitting  it  to 
start  flying  in  earnest. 

It  has  been  rumored  that  there  are  several  outstanding  athletes  in  this 
organization,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  Lieut.  Lathrop  will  soon  have  teams 
which  can  compete  with  those  of  the  rost  of  the  squadrons  for  the  Kmntz-Moses 
Trophy. 

Fairfield. Air  Depot,  Ohio,  Jan.  6th; 

Ma j . Malcolm  C.  Grow,  Post  Surgeon,  departed  Dec.  29th,  as  passenger  with 
Capt.  0.0.  Niergarth,  pilot,  for  Kelly  Field,  Te:cas,  returning  Jan.  2d. 

Capt,  Edward  Laughlin  returned  here  Dec.  21st  after  spending  a 14-day 
leave  of  absence  in  the  East. 

Lieut.  Hugh  A.  Bivins,  on  Dec.  27th,  ferried  an  airplane  to  Kelly  Field, 
Texas,  returning  here  Jan.  3d. 
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Lieut.  M.B.  Asp  and  Sgt.  Joseph  Corzetto  (E^H.CO  imdjR.  a cross-country  trip 
to  Chicago  on  Dec,  SOth*  ■ ■ 

Pvt.  John  P.  Pullaway,  who  was  on  detached- service -ut  the  Array  Medical 
Center,  Washington, D. C. , returned  Dec.  21st. 

A Christraas  Party,  sponsored  Ly  the  Officers’  Club  for  the  children  of  the 
military  personnel  of  this  Depot  and  Wright  Field,  was  held  at  Side  Slip  Inn  on 
^Dec.  24-th.  Old  Santa  Claus  rememhered  the  youngsters;  the  predominating  toys 
he  brought  were  aiiydanes  for  the  boys  and  pianos  for  the  girls.  The  children 
and  the.  grown-ups  as  well,  enjoyed  the  party  very  much. 

The  annual  Dew  Yea,r’s  Dance,  sponsored  by  the  Officers'  Club  each  year, 
was  cancelled,  and  the  money  given  to  Charities  for  the  needy. 

The  Welfare  Association,  under  the  direction  of  the  civilian  employees  of 
this  Depot,  cancelled  the  annual  Christmas  Party,  and  used  the  money  for  the 
distribution  of  bashets  filled  with  groceries  for  the  needy. 

Among  those  visiting  the  Post  during  the  past  two  weeks,  the  following  were 
noted? 

Dec.  16th-:*  Lieut.  Cumr.'ings  flew  in  from  Cleveland;  Lieut.  Pavers  madie  a 
cross-country  trip  from  Chanute;  Ma j Cook  stopped  en  route  from  Schoen  Field  to 
Bolling  Field;  Lieut.  Spiers  cross-countried  to  Norton  Field. 

Dec.  17  ~ Lieut',  f^'aupre,  Selfridge  Field,  flew  cross-country  to  this  Sta- 
tion; Lieut.  Carpenter  and  Sgt,  Deardorff  flew  in  from  Stout  Field  for  minor 
repairs  on  an  02-H;  Lieut s.  G-enaro  and  Bentley  made  a cross-country  trip  from 
Schoen  Field.. 

Dec.  18  - Lieuts.  Koontz,  Baxter  and  Nelson  arrived  here  from  Cleveland  on 
cross-country  trips  from  Kelly  Field. 

Dec.  19  - Lieut.  Briggs,  Sock.Tell  Field,  stopped  en  route  from  Scott  to 
Cleveland. 

Dec.  20  - Lieut.  Birnn,  pilot,  and  Capt . Lake,  passenger,  Rogers  Field, 
arrived  from^  Scott  en  route  to,  their  hqme  station;  Lieut.  McConnell  piloted  a 
PT-1,  which  had  been  given  a mnj or  overhaul  at  this  station,  to  Cleveland;, 
Lieuts,  Mosher  and  Johnson  made  a cross-country  trip  from  Selfridtge;  Lieut. 
Bartron,  Kelly  Field,  stopped  here  en  route  to  Buffalo  on  a cross-country  mis- 
sion; Ma j . Cook,  Schoen  Field  and  Maj.  Cone,  Little  Rock,  stopped  here  en  route 
from  Bolling  Field  on  cross-country  missionso 

Dec.  21  - Capt.  Weedy- departed  in  an  02-H  airplane  and  Lieut.  Smith  in  a 
PT-1  airplane,  which  had  been  given  major  overhauls  a-t  this  Depot,  for  Bowman 
Field;  Lieut,  McNeil  and  Sgt.  Smith,  Roberts  Field,  departed  in  an  017  airplane, 
which  had.  been  given  a major  overhaul  at  this  Depot,  for  BovTinan  Field;  Lieut. 
Dice  with  six  passengers  made  a cross-country  trip  from  Chanute  in  a C-3;  Sgt. 
Nendell  and  Pvt.  Hollov/a.y  made  a cross-country  trip  from;  Chanute. 

Dec.  22  - Col.  Westover,  Ft .Leavenv/orth,  departed  in  a PI -A  airplane,  which 
was  given  a major  overhaul  at  this  station;  Lieut.  Abgey,  Cleveland,  made  a 
cross-country  trip  to  this  Depot. 

Dec.  23  - Lieuts.  Golcisborough  and  Terry,  March  Field,  in  a BT-2  stopped 
en  route  from  Scott  Field  to  Bragess  Field. 

Dec.  24  - Lieut.  Rj^’an,  Chanute  Field,  stopped  en  route  to  Bolling  on  a 
cross-country  mdssion;  Lieut.  Burns  with  four  passengers,  Langlej’’  Field,  stopped 
en  route  from  Bolling  to  Chanute;  Lieut.  Bisson,  Langley  Field.;  Lieuts.  GLovan- 
noli  and  Coleman,  Selfridge  Field,  stopped  en  route  on  cross-country  missions, 

Dec,  27  - Lieut,  Starrett,  Chanute  Field,  stopjjed  en  route  on  a cross- 
country mission. 

Dec.  29  - Capt.  Connell;  Major  Stone,  Ft .Leavenworth;  Lieuts.  Duke  and  Aker, 
Langley  Field,  and  Lieuts,  • Winings  an,d  Wolfe,  Schoen  Field  stopped  en  route  on 
cross-country  missions. 

Dec,  31  - Lieut.  Harmon  with  six  passengers,  Langley  Field;  Capt,  Smith, 
Cleveland;  Lieut,  Harris  with  one  passenger,  Boston;  Lieut.  Gates  and  Cadet 
Fichraine,  Miller  Field;  Lieut.  Rj'an  and  Pvt..  Starr,  Clianute  Field  and  Lieut. 
Lewis  with  nine  passengers  stopped  en  route  on  cross-country  missions. 

Jan  2d  - Lieuts.  McConnell  and  Ruraage,  Norton  Field,  made  a cross-country 
trip  to  this  station;  Lieut.  Taylor  with  three. passengers,  Scott  Field,  stopped 
en  route  on  a cross-country  mission. 

Jan.  4th  - Lieut.  Harris,  Richards  Field,  arrived  from  Stout  Field  for  an 
airplane,  which  had  been  given  a major  overhaul  at  this  depot. 

Nichols  Field.  P.I.,  Deo..  11th; 

_66th  Service  Squadron;  Cai)t.  Vernon  L.  Burge  v/as  on  detached  service  at 
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Ft, McKinley  for  five  days  for  contact"  training  in.  Infantry  operations  and 
tactics.  During  his  temporary  absence,  1st  Lieut.  O.A,  Anderson  was  in  command, 

1st  Lieut.  Joseph  Smith  returned  on  the  10th  of  November  from  leave  of  ab- 
sence in  China  an.^  Jape.n.  He  reported  an  enjoyable  trip. 

1st  Lieut.  James  S„  Stov/eli  was  on  detached  service  at  Camp  John  Hay  for 
five  days,  Nov.  2d  to  7th, 

During  the  month,  Staff  Sgts,  Harry  Meyers,  Arthur  E.  Hadley  and  Bernard  J. 
Nied  were  discharged  and  reenlieted  the  following  day. 

The  Squadron  volley  ball  teaiQ  has  been  organized  and  has  shown  up  fine  at 
the  practice  games. 

The  new  barracks  for  this  organization,  a two  story  building  accommodating 
100  men,  is  virtually  completed, 

28th  Bombardment  Sguacjon;  The  Squadron  started  for  Baguio  on  its  second 
annual  vacation  bright  and  early  on  the  morning  of  Nov,  11th.  An  enjoyable  trip 
was  made  by  train  to  Damortis,  and  from  there  by  truck  to  Camp  John  Ha,y,  arriv- 
ing at  3s00  P.M.  After  a fine  rest  of  fifteen  days,  the  Squadron  declared  them- 
selves ready  for  the  trip  home.  Mention  must  be  made  of  the  able  supervision 
of  Lieuts,  Morris  and  Myers  in  providing  for  an  enjoyable  trip. 

Clark  Field,  Pam-oan.,?:a,  P.I.,  Dec,  12th; 

A flight  to  the  Mindoro  Sugar  Estate  at  San  Jose,  Mindoro,  was  made  by  a 
six-plane  flight  of  P-12*s  and  one  DH  on  Nov.  4th,  returning  the  following  day. 
The  officers  participating  in  the  flig'it  were^  Ma j . John  B,  Brooks,  Capt.  Aubrey 
Hornsby,  Lieuts.  William  C,  Morris,  Wilfrid  H.  Hard^’’,  Kirtley  J.  G-regg,  Milton 
M,  Murphy  and  Allen  H,  Springer, 

A ground  reconnaissance  to  the  Cagayan  Valley  and  Northern  Luzon  was  made 
by  Maj.  John  B.  Brooks  and  Lieut.  Thosjas  W.  Blackburn  for  the  purpose  of  locat- 
ing landing  fields  in  that  area.  Suitable  sites  were  located  at  Bagabag  and 
Echague , 

Lieuts.  Thomas  W.  Blackburn,  William  C,  Morris  and  Wallace  E,  Whitson  will 
participate  in  the  Department  Golf  Championship  Tournament  on  Dec,  15th  to  18th, 
Lieut.  Morris  recently  made  "A  Hole  :n  One**  on  the  Bag^iio  Golf  linl<:s.  With  the 
pride  of  one  who  has  accomplished  the  impossible,  Lieut,  Morris  will  exhibit  the 
ball,  which  has  been  mounted,  to  anyone  desiring  to  see  it. 

Ni^xt  flying  maneuvers  in  conjunction  with  the  Coast  Artillery  Corps  were 
performed  by  a flight  of  P-12^s  on  the  6th,  7th  and  8th  of  November.  The  man- 
euvers were  conducted  from  Nichols  Field  as  a base  of  operations. 

On  Dec,  8th,  twelve  P-12‘s  left  this  field,  to  be  joined  by  a flight  of 
Amphibians  and  0-2’ s from  Nichols  Field,  for  the  purpose  of  maneuvers  in  con- 
nection with  meeting  the  Army  Transport  ’’GMNT"  off  Bondoc  Point,  Pain  squalls 
forced  their  return  when  within  about  thirty  miles  of  the  point  of  rendezvous 
in  the  passage. 

During  the  week  of  Dec.  1st  to  6th,  five  parachutes  training  jumps  were 
made  by  enlisted  men  of  the  organization.  Cpl.  Bbger,  the  last  man  to  jump, 
landed  in  the  jungles  at  the  border  of  the  field,  and  it  was  with  some  difficul- 
ty that  he  was  found,  after  an  hour’s  search.  He  left  his  parachute  in  a tree 
and  was  looking  for  a way  out. 

The  Aerial  Gunnery  and  Bombing  season  opened  the  latter  part  of  November, 

Our  new  swimming  pool  is  nearing  completion  and  is  expected  to  ba  opened 
in  about  two  weeks. 

Bolling  Field.  D.C..  Jan.  12th; 

Christmas  T;as  here  once  again  and  a grand  time  was  had  by  all.  Of  course, 
the  kiddies  of  Bolling  Field  were  feted  royally  again  this  year.  A most  charm- 
ing and  interesting  little  Christmas  play  was  put  on  by  the  kiddies  and  was 
staged  and  produced  by  one  of  our  most  talented  ladies,  Mrs,  Robertson,  as- 
sisted by  her  most  able  husband,  Lt.  Robertson.  It  v/as  a grand  success  and  all 
feel  Lt.  and  Mrs.  Robertson  have  missed  their  vocation  by  coming  into  the  Army 
and  not  following  the  lines  of  our  famous  producers , Mr .Ziegfield  and  Mr. Carrol. 

Lieuts.  Stranatha,n  and  Giovannoli  just  returned  from  a most  enjoyable  Christ 
mas  visit  to  Florida,  San  Antonio  and  other  desirable  points,  where  the  sun  is 
shining  the  hottest.  They  were  on  extended  cross-country  flints. 

Lieut.  Cousland  met  v/ith  quite  a serious  accident  while  en  route  to  New 
York  with  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  top  of  the  cabin  of  the  Fleetster  fell 
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in  on  Ms  head  and  cut  and' bruised  him.  rather  .seriously  at  the- time'; 

Selfridge  Field,  Mich. , Jan  12th;  „ .■ 

A large  number  of  Selfridge  Keld  . officers' availed  themselves  of  leave  dur- 
ing the  Ghristiiias  , holiday s|,.- some  even,,  went  farther , and- ,avail,ed  themselves' of  a 
marriage  license  and  a minister.  Among  those  acquiring  the ^ "Order  ofMhe  Ball 
and.  Chain"  were  Lieut s,  Sheldon  B.  Yoder,  A*(|.  and  Uorman  B.,  .Olsen, A.C . ,\and.. 
Horace  J.  Reid,  Air-Res.  ’ m;,  u 

37th  Pursuit  Scuadrons  Lieut.  H.J.  Reid  returned  from  leave  to  announce 
that  Lieut,  and  Mrs*- H.J.  Reid  v/ere  at,  home  to  callers.  ,' 

Three  members  of  the  Squadron  made  trips'  to  the  Boeing  factory  at  Seattle, 
Wash.,  for  new  P,-12-C's.'  They  were  Lieuts.  Boatner,  McGuire  and  Morgan. 

. The  Squadron  now  has  twelve  new  ships  and  expects,  to  complete  the  full 
Squadron  assignment  within  the  next  month,  " . 

Lieut,  B.L.  Boatner  was  cited  for  blindness  by  Maj.  Brower  and.  awarded  a 
beautiful  and  serviceable  pair  of  green  glasses  to  wear  at  critiques. 

The  usual  quota  of  leaves  were  granted,  leaving  the  Squadron  rather  short 
of  -pilots  over  the  Christmas  Holidays.  , ■ 

17th  Pursuit  Squadron.A.C . ; The  officers  of  the  17th  sponsored  the  Decem- 
ber Dance.  After  much  aeliberation,  the  officers  in  charge  decided  to  hang  an 
open  parachute  in  the  middle  of  the  room  and  decorate  with  red  and  green  stream- 
ers from  the-EBiiter  of.  the  chute  outward  following  the  shroud  lines.  A hugh 
fireplace  was  built  to" house  the  orchestra  and  stockings  were  hung  on  the  man- 
tle to  make  it  seein  more  like  Christmas.  The  dance  was  very  successful  and 
everyone  had  a good  time. 

Lieuts.  Moor,  Thei sen  and  Van  Aulien  returned  on  Dec.  19th  with  three  new 
P-12C’s  from  the  Boeing  Factory  at  Seattle, Wash.  They  made  the  trip  in  record 
time,  after  enconurtomng  a lot  of  fog  and  bad  weather.  Lieut.  Coleman  who  re- 
turned from  Seattle  in  Major  Brett's  element  on  Dec.  17th,  reported  bad  luck  in 
ma.king  a forced  landing  in  Texas  on  the  way  out  with  a P-123.  He  turned  over 
on  his  back  but  escaped  uninjured. 

A big  Christmas  dinner  was  served  by  the  17th  Squadron  on  Christmas  day. 

The  Mess  Hall  was  all  decorated  with- the  Christmas  colors,  and  from  reports  it 
was  a gala  affair.  Hine  officers  attended  and  all  enjoyed  themselves  and  the 
dinner  to  the  utmost. 

All  the  Squadron  officers  returned  from  leave -over  the  Christmas  holidays 
and  are  back  on  duty  for  another  big  year. 

'9'4th  Pursuit  Squadron;  Mr.Sgt.  Simmons  was  assigned  to  the  94th  uioon  re- 
porting for  duty  from  the  Philippine  Islands. 

57th  Service  Squadron;.  The  month  of  December  found  this  Squadron  the  same 
old  guardian  angel  for  the  Pursuit  Group  out  in  the  ebld  winter  wind  trying  to 
rectify  the  sins  of  the  pilots  by  bringing  in  the  v/recks  and  repairing  the  re- 
mains of  same.  . 

The  biggest  job  was  the  installation  of  a supercharged  5'V-1570  in  XP-16'  and' 
then  repairing  the  damage  done  by  fire  to  the  same  ship.  But  thanlo  the  Lord! 
"Old  Jona"  is  now  safe  at  Dayton.  Allah  be  praised. 

Tne  holidays  were  very  quiet,  several  of  the  officers  being  on  leave  and 
the  men  on  pass.  Most  of  them  went  home  to  tell  the  mothers  what  pilots  aiid 
good  mechanics  they  are,  and  how  the  Army  would  have  to  cease ■ operations  if  they^ 
were  not  back  to  duty  on  time.  ...  ......  

The  Annual  Christmas  dinner  was  held  in  the  MeSS  Hall.  The  officers  on- the 
Post  and  their  femilies,  as  well  as  men  and  families,  all  attended  and,  after  a 
most  delightful  meal  with  turkey  and  all  trimmings,  returned  home  to  spend  a 
full  and  sleepy  afternoon. 

The  Squadron  is  looking  forward  to  a good  year  of  liard  wo'rk  and  its  usual 
good  service. 

We  wish  everyone  "A -Hap^Dy- Landing  and  Hon-crack  up  Hew  Yearl" 

.36th  Pursuit  Squadron,-  A.G.;  The  36th  Squadron  has  now  r cached  its  author- 
ized strength  of  120  men,  and  has  its  full  quota  of  grades  a-nd  ratings. 

The  basketball  squad,  coached -by  Lieuts.  Brignall  and  Pincomb,  is  rapidly 
rounding  into  form.  Two ‘teams -have  been  organized,  both  of  about  equal  strength. 
Practice  scrimmages  with -other -organizations  have  indicated  that  the  36th  will 
be  up  with  the  leaders  -when  the  Fost  League  gets  under  ?/ay. 

Lieut.  Olsen  is  on  his  v/ay  to  Seattle  via  Mather  Field  to  ferry  home  a new 

P*il2. 
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With  the  closing  of  the  foofball  seaspn,  the  Selfridge  Field  Post  Team  en- 
joyed one  of  the  most  successful  years  for  some  time.  ..They. were  victorious  over 
all.  Service  teams  on  their  schec’u.les,  losing  hut  one  game  to  the  Port  Huron 
Merchants,  the  last  game  of  an  otherwise  -perfect  season-.  • 

All  eyes  are  noT;  turned  toward  the  coming  hhslcethall  season' which  official- 
ly, opened -Jan.  6th. . Inter-squadrqn  gemes  will  he  played  to  decide , the.  Post 
Champions.  The  schedule  . is  arranged  so  as.  to  allow,  each ' tea,m.' to  meet,  three 
times.  The.  games  will  cover  a 'period  of  two  months  ..from  Jan,  6th  to  March  .6th. 
With. two  months  of  stiff  opposition,  candidates  for  the, Post  team  caa  he .readi-  . 
ly  piched.  ' 

Six  teams  again  compose  ,the  s chedule.  with  . hut  two . changes.  . f.he  l5th  Ohser- 
vation  Squadron,  which  moved  to  Scott  Field,'  [Belleville,  ■ III . , .vuli; he.  replaced 
hy  the  newly  organized  36th  Pursuit , S.quadr on.  The  .following' teams' complete  the 
schedule  to 'he  played:  . . 36th  Pursuit  Sq. , 2'?th. Pursuit' Sq. , 17-th  itifsuit  Sq.  , 

94th  Pursuit  Sq,,’57th  Service  So.,  1st  Pursuit  Gp.Hq.  . 

Hangar  Ho.  9,  the  local  &ym,  is  in,  constant  use.hy .-’teams  rp-unding  .into 
shape.  Pre-season  "Statisticians",  a-re  among  the  many  ohlookerSf  The  main  •topic 
of  interest  is  who  will  obtain  2nd  Lieut.  Harry  "Eight  Horse"  Wilson, , the -main 
cog.  in  last  yearns  runnerups,- Headquarters.  ' 

Roc3rv/ell  Field,  Coronado, Calif  ..,  Jan. 8th;  * ' ■ ■ ■ , ' 

An  elaborate  Cabaret  Dance  was  held  at  .the. .Officers ’ Club  on  Dec.l9th., 

The  Club  was  decorated  with  parachutes draped  from -the  ceiling  so  as  to  form, 
canopies,  an.  abundance  , of  mfstletoe  and  a.' huge  gai'ly,  decorated  Christmas',  tree. 
Tables'  Y/ere  placed  around, .'the  Club',  which,  lent , a 'tfuly .- "Cabaret  Atmosphere". 

Talent  was'  recruited  from  members  of  the ‘command  and  their -wives , which  added 
a humorous  and  entertaining  diversion  to  the  . evening.  . ..  ... 

About , seventy-five' cotlples  were,  present ' to  enjoy  the ' festivities . " ’ ' . . 

Capt".  F.  O'D.  Hunter  reported  for  duty  at  Rocltv'/efl  Field  on  Dec.  29d',  and  / 
was  assigned  as  Comihanding,  Officer  of  the  95th  Pursuit,  Sq.  ' Capt,  Hunter,  has 
made  rapid  strides  in  his  new  office,  and  great  things  may  be  e:^ected  of  the  ' 
Squadron  under  his  tutelage.’  ' " , " 

The  lectures  which  Mr.  Blalre  , of  the  San  Diego  Weather  Bureau  lias  given' were 
very  interesting  and  instructive,  and  the  knowledge  gained  theref  rom,;.by ' the  of-, 
ficers  of  the'G-roup  will  -prove  .'invaluable  in . the  future. 

Until  the  zero' hour  for  Maneuvers,  the  7 tn 'Bombardment  Group  lias,  its  work, 
cut  out, for  it.  With  the  holidays  in  the . background  and  an  intensive  training' 
-program  laid  out  for  both  the  11th  Bombardment  Sq./and  95th  Pursuit  So.,  R'pck-r-  , 
well  Field  will  be  a continuous  scene  of  concentrated .activity.  . . 

Radi  0 mi  s s i ons , al  t i tude  f 1 i ght  s , format  i on ' dr  i 1 1 , navi  gat  i on , f 1 i.'ght  s and , . . 
various  ,ta.ctical  missions  vdll  occupy  the  major  part  pf  the.  program  Tfniph/ the 
tv/o  squadrons  will  carry  out.  /pi 

Pursuant  to  instructions  contained  in  a.  letter . from  the  Chief,.  Materiel 
Division,  a Board  of  Officers  has  been  appointed  to  meet  at  the  De-pot  for  p-hr-^..' 
pose  of  furnishing,  the  Materiel  Division  with  General  Pl,ans  and  S'pecifications 
for .a  Standard  Air  Corps  Depot  arrangement  and  layout,  in  connection  .with  the  . 
future  move  of  the  RocluYell  Air  Depot  to  Alameda..  Members  of  the  Board  are  as  ... 
follows:  MaJ  . Barton  K.  YouiitjA.C.,  MaJ  . _ Yifo'od.  S'.  .Woolford,M.C.  ,Capt.  L.I.Cooke,  * 
QalLC.,  1st  Lieut.  C .P.K!ane,A.C. , 1st  Lieut.  B.'M. Giles ,A.C « , ,1st  Lieut.  E.H. 
Robbins, A. C.  and  2nd  Lieut,  Virgil  D.  Westbfook,Air.-Res . ’ . 

Through  conference  with  the  various  Commanding  Officers  .vdthin  the  Rockwell 
Control  Area,  a detaile.d  plan  has  been  worked  out  whereby  all  tactical  .airplaijes 
needing  overhaul  will 'be  repaired  prior  to  May' 1st,  so  tliad  only  .a  minimum 'hum-'.-, 
ber  of  these  planes  will  be  in  the  De.pot  during  tlie  month.  " i 

The  Depot  Suxoply  DeiDartment  ' of  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot  received  and  shipped,.' 
as  follows  .during  the  month  of  December:  ' , k | 

Incoming  Freight  and  Esqpress  received.  . . . . 631,018  lbs. 

Outgoing  , " " " shipxoe.d  . » • • • - 498,255  " | 

Amount  of  incoming  parcel  post  ',  . ..  ..  , ,6'53.  " i 

Amount  of  outgoing  r^arc el  pos.t.  . . ..  ■ 468  " 

Amount  of  material,  shipped  by  a.irplane  ' 241  ". 

Humber  of  shipments  receiv'ed  . '.  ...  . . . . . ...  . .'  21.5,  . ^ 

Humber  of  shijDments  made'  -26,7  , k 

Average  time  elapsing  from  date  of 'receipt,  of  requisi-  , 
tions  to  date  of  shipment  of  all  items  available  in,  stock, in  .days  2. 
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Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio.  Texas,  Jan»  lOths  ' ' 

The  Pursuit,  Attack  and  Observation  Sectixins  harre- .completed  their  ni'^t  and 
instTument  flying.  The  students  in  these  sections  have  all  flown  from  Dallas  or 
V/aco  to  San  Antonio  at  night.  A line  of  beacons  is  being  installed  along  the  ■ 
entire  route,  which  gives  the  present  class  an  immense  advantage  over  the  former 
ones.  It  is  probable  that  this  will  be  the  last  class  to  fly  this  route.  Con- 
sideration is  being  given  to  the  selection  of  another  route  where  there  ?;ill  be 
no  beacons  and  the  terrain  will  be  equally  favorable. 

Capt.  Thomas  W.  Hastey,  upon  his  arrival  at  Kelly  Field  on  Jan.  1,.  1931, 
from  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  was  appointed  Adjutant  of  the  Ad- 
vanced Flying  School.^  Lieut.  James  A.  Mollison,  who  lias  been  Adjutant  for  the 
last  seven  months,  is  going  back  to  liis  old  posftion  as  Assistant  Senior  Instruc- 
tor of  the  Observation  Section.  ' ' ■ 

The  48th  Sq.  trounced  the  43rd  Sq.,  44-33  and  the  68th  Sq.  bowled  over  the 
41st  Sq.','  38-38  in  the  two  games  played  Jan.  8th  at  Kelly  Field.  In  the  first- 
game,  the  43rd  Sq.  led,  21-19,  at  the  lialf,  but  were  outplayed  in  the  second 
half.  The-  second  tilt  was  tied  at  16-all  at  the  half. 

Lieuts.  J.T.  Flock  and  I .M.  Palmer,  Kelly  field  pilots,  were  ordered  to 
Santa' Monica,  Calif.,  to  secure  two  new  0-38  airplanes  which  they  will  ferry  to 
Houston  for  the  Texas  National  Guard.  Five  of  the  planes  have  been  assigned  to 
the  Texas  National  Guard  flyers.  ' ' 

Lieut.  R.P.Todd,  Kelly  Field  Cadet,  who  escaped  injury  Jan.  7th  when  his 
plane  overturned  at  San  Angelo  while  taking  off  from  the  Municipal  Airport  there 
for  the  return  trip  to  San  Antonio,  was  brought  back  to  the  field  the  next  day 
in  a plane  flown  by  Lieut.  D.T.Craw,  instructor  at  the  field. 

Cadet  Todd  went  to  San  Angelo  on  a cross-country  flight  with  five  other 
student  pilots  of  a flight  commanded  by  Lieut.  Neil  B,  Harding. 

Lieut.  Craw  was  commanding  a similar  student  cross-country  flight  to  San 
Angelo  and  brou^it  the  stra,nded  pilot  back  to  San  Antonio. 

A truck  was  sent  from  the  field  Thrusday  to-  bring  the  wrecked  plane  back 
to  the  repair  plants  at  Duncan  for  reconstruction. 

LA-NGLay  FI5LD  FOOTBALL  1930 

The  Langley  Field  football  team  recently  completed  one  of  the  most  ambit-  ' 
ious  and  successful  seasons  in  football  ever  undertaken  by  a post  team.  After 
a successful  season  in  1929,  it  was  decided  to  branch  out,  to  include  a number 
of  colleges  in  the  football  schedule  for  1930,  with  a viev/  to  raising  the  stan- 
dard of  athletics  at  Langley  Field  and  gaining  recognition  among  the  colleges 
as  a serious  football  contender.  The  1929  Langley  team  was  outstandingly  suc- 
cessful. It  played  13  games,  winning  10,  tying  1 and  scoring  245  points  to  22 
for  the  opponents.  The  1930  team  played  14  games  and,  while  there  were  five 
losses  and  one  tie,  the  opposition  was  largely  made  up  of  college  teams. 

Capt.  George  L.  Usher,  who  acted  as  head  coach  in  1929,  sought  the  colleges 
in  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  Max'-yla.nd  and  North  Carolina  for  the  1930  schedule.- 
Many  of  them  were  glad  to  accept  the  invitation  for  games  at  Langley  Field  and 
after  the  games  they  invariably  left  with  a soft  spot  in  their  hearts  for  Lang- 
ley Field  and  a different  idea  of  the  Army;  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  many 
of  them  took  home  with  them  the  short  end  of  the  score. 

The  1930  schedule  was  ambitious  but  the  team  measured  up  to  it.  Prelimin- 
ary work  started  Aug.  20th,  with  the  idea  of  having  the  team  in  good  physical 
condition  for  the  first  game  on  Sept.  20th.  The  first  two  weeks  were  spent  in 
conditioning  exercises  and  drill  in  the  fundamentals.  The  original  squad  of  106 
candidates  was  cut  day  by  day  until  a squad  of  40  men  remained, -liard  muscled, 
well  trained  athletes  in  first  class  condition.  Various  combinations  v/ere  used 
in  signal  drill  and  scrimmage  to  determine  the  starting  line-up  for  the  first 
game.  Nothing  was  left  undone  in  the  preliminary  work  to  build  up  a winning 
outfit. 

On  Sept.  20th  the  team,  and  most  of  the  Post,  jdunneyed  to  Williamsburg, Va. . 
to  play  the  strong  Y/illiam  and  Mary  team,  clrarapions  of  the  Virginia  Conference. 
The  coaches  of  both  teams  experimented  with  various  line-ups  and,  while  the 
work  of  both  teams  was  far  from  smooth,  a good  football  game  resulted.  The  La.ng- 
ley  tackling  was  poor  and,  as  a result,  Scott  and  "Hed'^  Maxey,  an  outstanding 
halfback  in  1930  football,  made  several  long  gains..  The  score,  V/illiam  and  Mary 
19  - Langley  Field  7,  was  the  closest  in  any  of  William  and  Mary*s  home  games 
this  year.  Their  only  defeat  was  at  the  hands  of  the  Navy,  They  tied  Harvard 
13-13. 
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On  the  following  Saturday,  Oataphell  College  came,  to  Langley  to  open  their 
season.  They  were  licked  7~0  in  a hard  game,  the  first  'of "two  losses  during 
the  season.  On  Oct.  3d,  the  Langley  Team  went  to  Quantico  to  play  the  strong 
Marine  team.  . The  score,  Marines,?  - Langley,  0,  indicates  the  fast  game  it  was. 
The  next  game  with  faval  Apprentice  School,:  Hewport  ITews,  at  night  was  a win  for 
Langley,  14-7.  The  next  week  was  rather  disastrous.  The  team  v;ent  to  Beckley, 
W.7a.,  to  play  Hew  River  State  College,  Champions  of  the  West  Virginia  Conference. 
The  trip  Ijr  hus  and  loss  of  sleep,  took  too  much  out  of  the  players  and  they 
lost  25-7  to  a team  that  outwei^ed  them  twenty  pounds  per  man. 

A long  stand  at  home  started  on  Oct.  25th  and  also  a string  of  victories. 

Shenandoah  College  came  to  Langley  to  he  defeated  25-6.  Then  Pt.  Monroe  was 
heaten  20-8  and  Pt.  Eustis  57-0,  to  clinch  the  Championship  for  the  Southern 
District,  Third  Corps  Area.  On  Hov.  18th,  Atlantic  Christian  College  came  up 
from  North  Carolina,  to  lose  to  Langley  25-6.  On  Armistice  Day  the  team  from 
Potomac  State  College  in  West  Virginia,  was  played  in  Newport,  Her/s  before  a large 
crowd,  Langley  losing  the  first  game  near  home  12-7  in  a hard  fou^it  battle. 

On  Nov.  15th  the  Langley  team,  met  the  famous  Gallaudet  College  at  Langley  . in 
the  fifth  game  in  thirteen  days  and  the  third  ^me  in  ei^t.days.  Ringle,  Gal- 
laudet's  outstanding  fullback,  third  highest  scorer  in  the  country  in  1929,  was 
largely  responsible  for  the  victory  of  his  team;  the  score  being  Gallaudet  13,- 
Langley  7.  The  team  was  tied  in  this  A-^ame  and  did  not  playkath  the  usual  ’’pep”. 
The  strong  Oak  Ridge  Military  Institute  team,  an  outstanding  Southern  team,  tied 
Langley  on  Nov.  22nd,  6-6. 

On  Nov.  30th,  a big,  powerful,  confident  Carlisle  Barracks  team  came  to 
Langley  Pield  for  the  Corps  Area  Cliampionship  game.  There  were  rumors  that 
Carlisle  expected  to  win  by  four  touchdowns,  and  so  confident  were' they  of  win- 
ning that  they  did  not  bother,  to  bring  v/ith  them  the  Championship  Plag  which 
they  w'on  last  year.  They  happened  to  run  into  a hard  fitting,  unbeatable  Lang- 
ley team,  and  it  was  evident  after  the  first  fev/  plays  that  Carlisle’s  first 
downs  would  be  few  and  far  between.  Their  200-pound  fullback  plunged ' again  and 
again  into  an  impenetrable  Langley  forward  wall  for  no  gain.  They  trie.d  the 
ends  with  no  greater  success  and  finally  in  the  last  quarter. as  a forlorn  hope 
resorted  to  a passing  attack  which  did  not  produce  any  results.  The  net  total 
of  their  first  doT/ns  in  this  game  was  three.  • In  the  meantime  Langley  on  offense 
was  running  the  ends,  slicing  off  tackle  and  cracking  the  line.  In  the  third 
quarter  Hetrick  went  in  when  the. ball  was  on  the  15-yard  line,,.  Less  than  a 
minute  later  his  educated  toe  put  a perfect  drop  kick  between  the  uprights.  In 
the  next  qua,rter  from  the\  15-yard  line  again  Hetrick  in  an  off  tackle  play 
smashed  through  into  the  open  and  across,  the  line.  The  final  score,  9-0,  in- 
dicates the  liard,  close  game  it  was,  probably  the  best  game  ever  played  on  the 
Virginia  Peninsula. 

Althou^  the  Carlisle  game  was  the  last  scheduled  game,  Langley  defeated 
the  Hampton  Athletic  Club  team  in  Hampton  on  Nov.  8th  in  a game  for  charity. 

The  score  (34-0)  gives  only,  a , slight  indication  of. Langley’s  superiority.  Every 
man  of  the  squad  ef  36  played  in  this  game. 

It  is  impossible  to  select  any  outstanding  star  on  Langley’s  1930  team. 

No  effort  was  made  by  the  coaches  to  build  the  team  around  any  one  or  two.  men. 
Capt.  Usher,  as  head  coach,  with  Lieuts.  G.G.  Lundbert,  O.R.  Madver  and  1st  .. 

Sgt.  Steve  Stanowich  as  assistants,  had  a wealth  of  material  to  select  from. 

There  were  many  veterans  from  the.  1928  and  1929  teams  and  there  were  men,  new 
on  the  Post,  who  had  played  at  school  and  college.  The  difficulty  was  in  select- 
ing the  best  40  from  a squad  of  more  than  a hundred. 

In  the  backfield  the  final  squad  had  "Red”  Tyrell,  a veteran  of  1928  and 
1929,  one  of  the  best  ball  carriers  in  this  part  of  the  country  and  a real  trip- 
le-threat star.  There  were 'Lieut.  Day,  a consistent  line  plunger,  and  P.  Keys, 
an  equally  effectual  gainer  through  the  line.  Both  were  exceptionally  strong 
on  defensive  play,  Collins,  inJiis  first  year  of  football,  developed  into  a 
fast,  shifty  back  who  made' many  long  gains.  Gates  and  Raymond,  small,  li^t 
and  fast,  wiggled  and  twisted  their  way  to  many  a first  down.  Hetrick,  steady, 
level-headed  and  dependable, • could  always  be c ounted  on  and,  in  addition,  be- 
came an  expert  drop  kicker,  Owens,  fast  and  a deceptive  runner,  smashed  through 
off  tackle  time  and  again.  Howard,  a punter  extraordinary,  v/as  a wizard  at 
placing  punts  inside  the  opponents’  5-yard  line.  He  punted  consistently  for  an 
average  of  better  than  45  yards  for  the  season.  McKinney,  at  fullback, .kicked, 
passed  and  plunged  the  line,  Kerr,  a 10  second  man,  a dangerous  broken  field 
runner,  was  responsible  for  many  a gain  and  for  several  touchdowns.  These  men 
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made  up  a set  of  'bajcks'  who  would  gladden  the  heart  eiL  any  coach  and  they  were 
equally  effective  on  defensive  as  on  the  offensive* 

To  the  linemen,  v/ho  bore  the  real  brunt  of  the  opposing  attack,  and  who 
opened  holes  for  our  becks  to  go  through,  too  much  credit  can  not  be  given.  Al- 
ways outweighed  by  from  ten  to  fifty  pounds,  they  consistently  outplayed  their 
heavier  opponents.  Alert,  liard  charging,  hard  taclcLing,  to  them  goes  a large 
share  of  the  credit  for  a successful  season.  The  centers,  Reiter  and  Soult, 
were  tov/ers  of  strength  on  the  offense  and  defense.  As  roving  centers  on  de- 
fense, they  seldom  failed  to  diagnose  the  play  and  were  there  to  back  up  the 
line  in  the  right  place.  Cargo,  a reserve  center,  strong  and  enthusie.stic, 
gained  experience  which  will  make  him  a strong  contender  for  a regular  place  next 
year.  At  guard,  Jennette  and  Rosse  were  unbeatable.  Rosse,  a veteran  of  four 
years  experience  on  Langley  teams,  was  an  alert  ball  hawk,  a hard,  fast  charger 
and  sure  tacluLer*  He  recovered  many  fumbles  by  the  opposing  teams.  Jennette, 
smaller,  lifter,  wei^iing  156  pounds,  would  make  any  college  team.  The  tack- 
les, Holmes  and  Riper,  weighing  only  158  pounds  each,  were  aly/aj/s  outwei^ed 
but  never  outplayed.  Time  and  again  they  were  through  the  opposing  line  to 
smear  the  play.  The  ends,  Kowaleski,  another  veteran,  and  Bonn,  fast,  sure 
tacklers,  were  a joy  to  watch.  Cpnosing  receivers  of  punts  never  moved  far 
after  making  the  catch.  Opposing  interference  had  to  be  good  to  gain  around 
the  ends. 

The  reserves  for  these  players  were  almost  as  effective  as  the  men  they 
relieved.  Mason  and  Worrell,  at  guard,  T.  Keys  and  Stronbert,  at  tackle,  and 
Leedy  and  Tuedi  on  the  ends  took  up  where  the  first  string  men  left  off,  and 
carried  on.  To  them  belongs  much  credit.  Brewer,  a veteran  of  last  year-’'S 
team  played  tlirou^  half  the  season,  when  he  T/as  hurt.  PoT/ell,  another  veteran 
tackle,  had  luard  luck  and  broke  two  fingers  v/hich  kept  him  out  of  action. 

Spotts,  a promising  guard  candidate,  sustained  an  injured  knee  in  the  Campbell 
College  game,  which  kept  him  from  playing  again.  He  will  be  a strong  candidate 
next  year.  Trexell,  a guard,  Keffer  and  Angerer,  tackles,  and  Rerguson  and 
Aupke,  ends,  all  played  hard,  dependab3.e  football.  Sgt.  Steve  Stanowich,  a 
coach  and,  a veteran  of  many  a football  battle,  v/as  always  ready  to  step  in 
when  needed. 

Hot  much  glory  goes  to  the  linemen  for  their  part  in  imlcing  up  a wi:ming 
teajn.  They  take  the  poundings,  the  backs  take  tlie  cheers,  but  to  watch  Rosse 
and  Jeannette  come  out  grinning  after  a hard  game  it  would  seem  that  they  get 
a lot  of  fun  out  of  it. 

The  t;rpe  of  football  played  by  all  these  nien  vje.s  a credit  to  them.  In  a 
hard  game  they  tackled  liard  enou^x  to  shake  the  stands.  It  was  hard  football 
but  it  was  clean.  The  team  wa.s  alert,  well  drilled,  each  man  loiowing  his  job 
on  each  play.  The  team  spirit  v/as  beyond  praise.  Ho  opposing  team  was  ever 
presented  with  a touchdov/n  as  a gift;  to  get  it  they  liad  to  I'i^t  for  it.  The 
ability  of  the  team,  the  coaching  it  received, mark  it  as  being  on  a par  with 
many  college  teams  and  better  tlian  a good  many.  It  has  brought  glory,  prestige 
and  credit  to  Langley  Rield  and  to  the  Army  and  has  done  much  to  show  the  public 
the  tj'pe  of  athletes  and  a thletic  teams  the  Air  Corps  and  the  Army  can  produce. 
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HOW  men  DO  YOU  Know  ABOUT  PISTOL  SHOOTIHG 
By  Lieut.  J.L;  Kitchings,  Air  Corps. 

Ed.  Hote.  This  is  the  first  of  a series  of  articles  for  the  Hews  Letter 
by  Lieut.  Hitchings  on  the  s-dbject  of  pistol  shooting.  The 
purpose  of  same  is  to  induce  Air  Corps  officers  to  join  in  the 
pleasant  and  valuable  s'oort  of  -jistol  shooting,  to  outline  the 
steps  necessary  for  them  to  become  excellent  shots,  a'nd  to  aid 
them  in  organizing  clubs. 


1.  In  shooting  any  hand  gun,  r/here  are  the  eyes  focussed, at  the  instant 

of  firing,  and  why?  U 

2.  What  two  technical  meanings  has  the  word  "roll"  in  pistol  shooting? 

3. . How  is  the  roll  of  the  shoulder  obtained?  . - . 

4.  THiy  is  the  roll  of  the  revolver  the  most  reliable  method  of  rapid  . 

fire  codling?  • ‘ , ' , . - 

5.  'Which  gives  the  greater  accuracy  - a pistol  grip  permitting  a straight 
wrist,  or  one  requiring  a dov.nxTard  be-nd  of  the  jurist,,  and  why? 

S.  What  three  general  rules  govern  the  grip  in.  modern  pistol  shooting?- 

7.  What  rule  governs’ the  position  of  the  thumb? 

8.  What  six  braces  prevent  the  pistol  barrel  from  swerving  up,  down,  to 
the  ri^Uit  and  to  the  left? 

9*.  IWnat  rule  governs  the  position  of  the  left  shoulder,  arm,  and  hand? 

10.  The  German  pistol  team,  which  will  compete  with  the  United  States  in  - ■ 
the  next  Olynrpics,  are  said  to  have  abandoned  the  Tell  grip  for  the  duelling 
pistol  gri'p.  . Why  do  Am.ericans  consider  this  a vase  move  on  their  part? 

(Answers  to  these  questions  are  {:iven  at  the  end  of  the  article). 

These  questions  are  -propounded  to  the  .Air  Corps  officer  for  a definite 
pur-pose,  namely,  to  shatter  the  unfortunate  illusions  that  -prevent  him  from 
becoming  a good  shot.  The  first  and  worst  illusion. is  that  because  we  v/ear 
the  uniform,  we  Rnow  hov;  to  shoot  a pistol.  My  own  little  bubble  of  conceit 
on  this  subject  was  definitely  shattered  at  Camp  Perry,  and  since  my  return 
from  that  excellent  school  of  disillusionment  I determined  to  compile  for  my 
brother  officers  a series  of  articles  setting  forth  the  accepted  doctrine  of 
the  experts , and  thus  save  for  them  the  hundreds  Of  dollars’  and  thousands  of  ■ 
rounds  I have  spent  learning  the  elements  of  the  game.  Tnis. series  will  con- 
tain all  the  information  necessary  to  ’clioose  wea-'Ous,  to  become  a good  shot, 
to  construct  -pistol  ranges-,  and  to  organize  and  run  a pistol  club.  They  will 
run  consecutively  in  the  Air  Corps  He\7s  Letter, as  long,  as  they  are  considered 
®f  sufficient  value  to  print,  until  the  series  is  complete. 

The  second  Illusion  referred  to  is  that -because  of  some  mysterious  -physical 
requirements,  good  shots  are  born,  not  made.  Some  laymen  believe  that  an.  ex- 
ceptionally steady  am  is  req-uired,  picturing  the  good  pistol  , shot  as  of  the 
football  -player  type.  A close  study  of  our  best  shots  in  action  will  soon 
destroy  this  illusion.  Tne  reason  many  police  re-)resentatives  at  Cam-p  Perry 
are  large  men  is  not  that  large  men  raalce  the  best  shots,  but  because  large  men 
make  the  best  policemen.  Other  laymen  suppose  tliat  exceptional  eyes  are  re- 
quired. Dr,  I.R.  Calkins,  who  has  re-presented  us  on  International  pistol  teams 
since  1903,  and  who  is  still  the'  best  all-round  -vistol  shot  in, the  countip’’,  is 
a gentleman  of  short  stature,  an  am  only  moderately  steady,  average  build,  and 
wears  glasses!  Tlie  ansv^er  is  that  a technique  of  pistol  shooting  exists  as 
complex  as  the  technique  of  fencing  and  even  fnore  definitely  agreed  on;  and 
that  the  best  shots  are  those  vho  liave  best  mastered  this  technique. 

And  the  third  Illusion  is  tliat  the  -pistol  has,  little  value  in  the  Air 
Corps.  Tliis  is  believed  wrong  for  two  reasons.  First,  the  next  v/ar,  authori- 
ties agree,  will  more  -probably  tlian  not  be  o-pen  V7arf are , and  will  then  bear 
the  same  relation  to  the  last  one  that  a scrambled  egg  bears  to  a "Doached  egg; 
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second j.  ."because  the  woh'Dlin.^  arm- of  the  pistol  shooter  ■or-CMiuc-es  the  same’  • , 
sighting  effect  as  the  unsteady  head  of  the  airplane  gunner,  the  art  of  pistol  ; 

shooting  approaches  more  closely  the  art  of  airnlane  gunnery  than  does  either 
shotgun  shooting  (relatively  inaccurate  snapshooting  with  a steads?-  "base)  or 
rifle  shooting  (relatively  superaccurate  shooting  with  a steady  "base);  and  it 
is  therefore  "believed  that  pistol  shooting  is  the  "best  possible,  training  for 
airplane  gunnery. 

Contemplated  titles  of  future  articles  to  he  su"bmitted  are  as  follows; 

How  to  Organize  a Pistol  Clu"b. 

How  to  Construct  Pistol  Eanges. 

Bie  Automatic  Pistol  vs.  the  Pevclver; 

A Discussion  of  Arms, 

A DisOT-ssion  of  Amnmiition-, 

, The  Springfield  Eevolver . Club  Doctrine.' 

Summary  of  Buies  for  Shooting,  ' . 

Matches  and  Medals. 

Comparative  Scores,  '' 

Coaching,  . . , ' ' 

Camp  Perry,  if  possible, 

• The  answers  to  the -.questions:  propounded  in  the  beginning  of  this  article  ; 
are  given  below,  as  follows; 

1.  The  general  -rule  is  that  the  last  glance  must  bt'^the'  most  unsteady 
alignment,  "With  a rifle,  this  is  the  sight-target  alignment,  and  the  last 
focus  of  the  eyes  is  on  the  target,  -With  a, pistol,  on  the  contrary,  it  "is 
the  alignment  of  the  front  and  rear  si^ts,  and  the  last  focus  of  the  eyes 

must  be  on  the  si^ts,.  . - . , . . _ i 

2.  ®ie  roll  of  the  shoulder  in  getting  proper  position  with  any  handp 

gun;  and  the  roll  of  the  revolver  in  rapid-fire  codcing, 

3.  By  rotating  the  ri^t  shoulder  until  it  comes  under  or  nearly  Tinder  ; 

the  chin,  arm  extended,  palm  up,  and  'then  rotating  the .hand  at  the  wTist  to 
bring  it  to  firing  position.  , , ' ' ; 

4.  Because  all  other  methods  require  extreme.,  doubling  of  the  thumb,  ' ' 

which  is  _impractical  in  cold  weather,  :When  the  thiim.b  .is  stiff, 

5.  One  requiring  a .bent  va-ist,  because  the  bones,  and  muscles  of  the  body  ! 

most  nearly  approach  a machine  rest  when  they  are  locked  without  strain.  i; 

6.  Hold  -fche  palm  of  the  hand  vertical;  hold  the  gun  in  line  with  the  arm;  j 

get  as  hi^  a grip,  on  the  gun  as  possible,,  * 

7.  All  good,  modern  shots  hold  the  thumb  hi^,  in  line  vdth  the  barrel. 

8.  The  tv;o  feet,  controlled  so  . that  the  weight  rests  equally  on  the  ^ - 

heels,  are  the  basic  braces,  holding  the  gun  steady  in  all  directions,  'Hie  ' 
wei^t  of  the  barrel  prevents  it  from  swerving  down.  The  second  finger,  be- 
hind the  trigger  guard,  supports  it.  The  thumb,  pressing  right,  prevents  it 
from  moving  to  the  left,  trigger  finger  prevents  it  from  moving  to  the 

right. 

9.  The  left  shoulder  should  be  dropped.  To  attonrilish  this,  keep  the 
left  arm  down,  placing  the  . left  hand  .in  the  trousers  -pocket  or  letting  it  hang 
free.  Do  not  raise  the  shoulder  by  placing  the  left .hand  on  the 'hip., 

10«  Because  the  Tell  grip  is  believed  to  have,  too  many  ipo.ints  of  contact, 
rendering  it  difficult  to  coordinate  the  muscles  of  the  hand,  ^ 

The  second  article  of  the  series  on  pistol  shooting,  entitled  J*The  History 
of  the  .pistol,*’  by  Lieut,  ..Hi tellings,  will  appear  in  the  next  issue, 

— .-.oOo-— <• 

CAPTAIM  BEAM  TELLS  OF  CUmU  AIR  SMYIOE 

Captain  Rosenham  Beam,  who  in  1927  was  Executive  Officer  of  the  Air  Corps  ; 

Training  Center  under  General  Frai*:  P,  -Lahm,  visited  Bro^s  Field,  Texas,  re-  I; 

Gently  while  enroute  from  San  Francisco  to  Havana,  Cuba,-  where  he  is  stationed 
as  supervisor  of  the  Caban  Air  Service.  The  occasion  for  Captain  Beam’s  trip 
to  San  Francisco  was  a sad  one,  he  having  suffered  the  misfortune  of  losing 
his  wife. 

In  1927,  Captain  [team,  was  detailed  by  the  United  States  government,  at  the 
official  request  of  the  Cuban  Government,  t.o  assist  them  in  establishing  a i 

training  field  similar  to  those  maintained  in  this-  country,  Lieuts,  Jack 
Hodgson  and  James  GiUes'oie  were  ordered  to  Ife-vana.  as.  assistants  to  Ca'3t.  Beam. 
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A numlier  of  Caban  students  .liad  attended  the  flying- -echoods-of  the  United  States,^ 
■but  it  v/as  believed  by  their  Government  'tha,t^ since  Cuba  is  centrally  located  as 
a flying  center  and  officials  entertained  the  belief  that  instruction  in  their 
native  language  would  serve  as  an  impetus  to  the  completion  of  the  flying 
course,  the  establishment  Of  a flying  school  on  home  ground  t;ould  more  nearly 
insure  .a  greater  interest  in  the  subject  of  aviation.  Ca.ptain  Beam  and  Lieuts. 
Hodgson  and  Gillespie  v/ere  detailed  for  a three-year  tour  of  duty,  but  at  the 
offi'^lul  request  of  the  Cuban  government  this  tour  was  extended  an  additional 
year. 

Captain  Beam  states  that  when  he  and  his  assistants  arrived  at  Havana 
they  found  the  Cuban  Air  Corps  to  consist  solely  of  two  pilots,  four  obsolete 
ships  and  one  hangar.  With  characteristic  American  ingenuity,  these  three  Air 
Corps-  officers  immediately  began  formulating  plans  to  improve  the  depressing 
situation.  These  plans  embraced  the  construction  of  a suitable  airdrome,  con- 
taining a power  plant,  three  service  hangars,  machine  and  supply  shops,  para- 
chute shops,  school  buildings,  a meteorological  laboratory,  and  an  operations 
office.  With  little  difficulty,  these  .plans  were  made  realities,  and  the  ecruip- 
ment,'  to  which. has  been  added  an  underground  gasoline  and  oil  supply  system,  is 
believed  nov/  to  be  quite  adequate  for  the-  training  of  aviation  students. 

With  satisfactory  equipment,  the  Cuban  School  has  made  steady  progress. 
Today  there  are  28  trained  pilots,  forming  two  tactical  squadrons  which,  in 
Captain  Beam’s  opinion,  compare  favorably  with  the  most  efficient  units  in  the 
United  States  Army  Air  Corps.  Bive  graduates  of  the  School  already  have  passed 

1.000  hours  in  the  "air  and,  in  addition,,  attained  qualification  as  pilots  of 
tri-mo tored  transport  planes.  During  the  east  year,  the' Cuban  Air  Corps  flew 

570.000  miles  without  so  much  as  a forced  landing,  a record  of  which  Captain 
Beam  is  very  proud.  The  units  of  the  Cuban  Air  Service  are  equipped  with  22 
modern  ’’Wasp"  -powered  pursuit" Hawk" planes , and  eight  Vought  "Corsair"  planes. 

The  enlisted  -personnel  of  the  Cuban  air-force  is  composed  of  162  mechanics 
and  technicians^  who  were  trained  by  and  under  the  supervisipn  of  Ca-ptain  Beam 
and  his  two  associates. 

The- -present  staff  of  the  School  is  composed  entirely  of  Cuban  officers, 
and  the  three  American  officers  are  acting  as  observers  and  advisors.  Ca-ptain 
Beam  stated  that  the  -present  Chief  of  the  Cuban  Air  Corps,  Colonel  Julio 
Sanguily,  once  served  as  a Cavalry  officer  under  IJaj or- General  Branlc  Parker,  the 
-present  commander  of  the  Sixth  Corps  Area:, 

Captain  Beam  was  graduated  from  Kelly  Pield. during  the  World  War.  Since 
his  graduation,  he  has  seen  service  at  Selfridge,  Mitchel  and  Langley  Fields; 
Cam-p  .Knox,.  Ky. , and  in  the  Philip-pines. 

— -oOo- — 

LIGHTjiIR-31A.H-AIIl  ACTIVITIES  .AT  SCOTT  PIELD 

Airship  activities  at  Scott  field,  Belleville,  111,  , 'were  somev/hat  re- 
stricted recently  because  of  Unfavorable  weather  conditions.  At  present  there 
are  two  ships  inflated  for  flying,  the  -TC-S-241  and  the  TC-ll-27l‘  and  both 
have  been  in  operation  constantly  during  good  flying  weather.  The  271  shi-p 
has  a closed  cabin  car  and  has  been  much  in  demand  on  the  cold  flying  days. 
Engineering  Department  of  the  Air  Depot  has  completed  the  overhaul  ' 
and  repair  of  nearly  all  the  lighter-than-air  craft  at  the  field.  The,  car  of 
the  TC-10-242  has  been  redesigned^  so  that  it  can  now  be  used  with  air  cooled 
moto’i’s.  The  rebuilding  of  the  TC-10-253,  - which  wa,s  wrecked  near  Edwardsville, 
111,,  last  Pall,  while  on  a trip  to  St,  Paul,  liinn. , has  just  been  cora-pleted, 
and  this  shrq  has  been  -placed  in  storage.  The  Pa.bric  De-partment  has  comoleted 
the  overhaul  of  a TA  envelope,  which  was  badly  damaged  about  two  years  ago 
when-  the  handling  lines  of  an  airshi-p  became  entangled  in  tele-phone  \7ires,  and 
this  has  been  added  to  the  equipment  in  storage, 

oOo ' ' 

TRY  THIS  OH  YOUR  POOT-LOCKSR 

The  certificate  of  graduation  from  the  Air  Cor-ps  Technical  School  .is  some- 
thing that  should  be  highly  -prized  by  the  enlisted  men  fortunate  eno'ugh  to  have 
completed  a course  at  this  School.  A squadron  coiiimander  out  in  the  field 
writes  in,  suggesting  that  the  enlisted  men  holding  these  diplomas  loaste  them 
inside  the  lid  of  their  foot-lockers,  as  something  to  show  the  Squadron  or  Post 
Commander  when  he  comes  through  the  barracks  on  insxDection. 

We  -pass  this  ti-p-along  to  those  to  whom  it  would  aroly. 
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M TYPE  0E  3L1EI)  ELYIEG ' COVEiR 

Lieut.  Sigm  A.  Gilkey,  of  Brooks' Eield,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  has  designed 
a new  ty^oe  of  streamline  cover  for  the  front , or  "blind,  cockpit  to  he  used  on 
■ B!]>-2  and  BT-l  type'  of  airplanes  for  Blind  flying  putjposes.  ; It  is  Lieut. 

Gilkey’s  belief  that  this  is  the  first  cover  of  its  kind  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it'  is  intended.  ' ■ . - . 

Of  a.  shape  resembling  a. large  clam  shell,  the  cover  is  fashioned , of .steel 
tubing  forming  a framework  over  which  canvas  has  been  stretched  taut,  hinged  in 
the  center,  and  folding  in  the  manner  of  a clam  shell.  Closing  is  effected  by 
three  clips  placed  at  intervals ; of  about  eight  inches  along  the  front  of  the 
cover,  controlled  by  a rip  cord  which  effects  the  instant  opening  of  the  two 
halves  of  the  cover.  ‘ ' 

Hot  only  is  this  cover  an  innovation  in  design,  but  a new  quip  to  the 
ventilation  problem  has  been  acconrpli shed,  since  the  cover  possesses  in  the 
front  of  eachhalf  a ventilator,  designed'so  that  while  no  light  or  visibility 
is  afforded,  an  abundance  of  fresh  air- iS' permitted.  Also,  when  the  cover  is 
not  in  use,  four  straps  (two  to  each  half  cover)  are  provided  which  securely 
hold  the  respective  sides  of  the  cover  firmly  in  place.  It  has  been  demon- 
strated, according  to  Lieut.  Gilkey,'  that  the  use  of  this'  streamline'  cover 
does  not  affect  the  plane’s  s-oeed  nor,  when' not ’in.  use  and  in  its 'position- at 
the  side  of  the  plane,  does  it  pi-event  egress ' from 'the  airplane. 

BT-2  and  BT-1  airplanes  are -recent  additions  to  the  equipment  at  Brooks- 
Field  for  blind  flying  training.-  The  planes  formerly  used  for -this  class --of 
training  were  the  PT  training  types;  which  are -smaller  than  the  BT’s.  Covers 
for  the  PT  planes  had  been  provided  at  the  Bancan  Field  Air -Depot,  but  none 
for  the  3T  -types.  - ■' 

The  efficacy  of  the  cover  designed  by  Lieut.  - Gilkoy -was  conclp-sively 
proven,  in  the  opinion  of  two  others  of  Brooks  Field,  Lieuts.  Carl -J-.  'Crane, 
Director  of  Blind  Flying,  and  E.J.  Rogers,  Blind  Flying  Ihstrdctor,  who  -accom- 
plished successfully  a.- blind  flying  mission  to  Brownsville,  Texas,  on  January 
24th.  They - flew  a plane  equipped  with  Lieut  . Gilkey’ s ' invention,  and  v;ere 
enthusiastic  in  their  re-:-?orts  of  the  test.  ' , ' " 

Lieut.  Crane  is  well  known  as  a "pioneer”  in  the  blind  flying  field, 
having  been  associated  with  Major  V/.C.  Ocker  while  the  latter  was  stationed  at 
Brooks  Field  in  the  experiments  concerning-  this  new  type  of  flying..  Lieut, 
Gilkey,  instructor  in  the  blind  flying  course  at  Brooks  Field,  recently  accom- 
panied Lieut. -Col,  H.B.  Clagett,  Commanding  Officer  of  that  field,  as  an  emer- 
gency pilot  when  the  latter  successfully  accomplished  his  "examination"  blind 
flight  to  Campbell  ton,  ..Texas,  and  return.  . Lieut,  Rogers  is  another  officer 
who  is  giving  much  of  -his  t'ime  to  the  development  of  this  new  type  of  flying. 

— -oOo 

SKAEPMIHG  THE  SHOOTIHG  EYE  AT  LAHGiLEy  FIELD  . 

Tlie  long  lost  art  of  peppering  the  target  wi-th  a Lewis  flexible  gun  seems 
to  ha-ve  been  discovered  at  Langley  Field,  -Va,  Lieut.  Robert  T.  Cronau, Armament 
Officer  of  the  20th  Bombardment  Squadron,  came'  to  Langley  Field  from  Panama 
with  his  head  full  of  ideas,  and  he  immediately  put  them  into  operation,  with 
the  result  that  the  20th  Squadron'  turned  in  scores  that  were  100  percent  better 
than  any  previous  ones.  Llajor  Dargue  did  not  hesitate  to  hint  gently  that  the.' 
other  squadrons  of  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group  could  improve,  and  suggested  that 
they  look  into  the  methods  of  the  20th-  Scam'dron.  The  result  was  a big  im'prove- 
ment  in  every  one’s  score.  The  most  important  of- Lieut.  Cronau’ s innovations 
was  the  issuance  of  a Le-'.Tis  gun  to  each  officer.  They  were'  then  given  instruc- 
tions in  bore  sightin,p  and  each  man  checked  up  on  his  o\7n.  gun. 

liajor  Dargue,  Corananding  Officer  of  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group,  has  been 
making  a great  drive  to  have  this  organization  qualify  as  expert  bombers  one 
hundred  percent  strong,  [[here  have  been  all  kinds  of  confabs  and  lectures  by 
experts  oh  how  to  hit  the  bullseye.  All  of  the  squadrons  are  working  hard  to 
qualify  the  largest  number,  and  some  real  scores  are  expected  when  the  record 
bombing  takes  place, 

oOo 

Stencil  U-938,  the  pamphlet  entitled  "The.  Air  Corps  - 'What  it  is  and  what 
it  does,"  has  been  revised  and  is  now  up-to-date . It  will  be.  distributed  gratis 
upon  request  of  the  Information  Division,  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Cor’Ds. 
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SCCl’T  FIELD  PIlOiL  HECEIYE.-)  DECQRilDlOH 


An  Air  Corjs  Heserve  officer  on  extended  active  duty  with  the  15th  Observa- 
tion Squadron  at  Scott  Field,  Eellevllle,  111.-,  is  now',  wearing  the  new  medal  re- 
cently designed  for  the  --dlots  -of  that  field.  The  meda?.',  vrhich  is  a reulica 
of  the  15th  Squadron  irsignia,  with  a 'orouriate  ciiangos,  was  av/arded  to  this 
officer  at  an  Officers'  Club  dance  held  recently..  Frouer  ceremonies  accompanied 
the  presentation. 

The  act  for  which  the  Lieutenant  was  decorated  occurred  during  his  return 
from  a cross-country  flight  to  Muskogee,  Oklahoma.  ITot  long  after  leaving  Hat 
Box  Field,  he  claims  he  lost  h3,s  map  overboard  but  , l:no\.'ing  the  general  direc- 
tion of  the  Mississippi  Hiver,  he  edged  toward  the  east  and  finally  reached  the 
river.  After  following  the  river  to  the  junction,  of  the  Ohio,  he  bravely  set 
sail  along  the  latter,  Aftor  about  an  hour,  the  Lieutenant  decided  he  must  be 
near  St.  Louis,  and  when  he  failed  to  find  this,  •orominent  land  mark  he  suddenly 
realized  his  error  in  rivers.  He  returned  down  the  Ohio  and  had  again  just 
reached  the  junction  with  the  Mississippi',  v/hen  his  gas  supply  faj.led  and  he 
was  forced  to.  land  at  Cairo,  111.  It  being  too  lete  .to  continue  his  flight, 
the  lieutenant  postponed  the  journey  up  the  Mississippi  until  the  follovdng 
morning,  and  then  failed  to  slip  into  Scott  Field  unnoticed,  as  there  \7as  a 
large  delegation  -p^eser.t  to  listen  to  the  alibi.;  He  claims  one  consolation  - 
the  belief -that  the  next  winmer  to  be  decorated  vdth  the  medal  will  be  along 
in  the  near  future. 

oOo— 

COHSPICUOUSLY  F3iv  DESEHTIONS  AT  IPOGKS  FIELD 

Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  of- a size  larger  than  many  ;qegimental 
posts  of  the  service,  and  as  large  as  some  brigade  posts,  with  850  enlisted  men, 
14-0  officers,  and  abour  200  student  officers,  has  had  but  one  desertion  in 
January,  none  in  December,  and  in  m.onths  previous  to  that  an  average  of  only 
one,  at  intervals.  However,  it  is  a marked  fact  tha.t  the  boys  themselves  are 
reluctant  to  speal:  concerning  either  promotions  or  desertions,  maintaining  a 
becoming  modesty  concerning  the  former  and'  a regretful  attitude  regarding  the 
latter.  Squadron  Comnanders  relate  that,  generally  speaking,  men  of  their  or- 
ganizations po'ssess  more  tha.n  the  ordinary  pride  in  their  respective  "outfits," 
and  that  the  majority  are  striving  to  maintain  the  high  standards  every  Squad- 
ron has  attained. 

— oOo 

COIl'iSlIDATIOH  FOE  SCOTT  FIELD  METEOEOLOGICAL  SECTION 

Major-General  George  S.'  Gibbs,  Chief  Signal  Officer  of  the  Army,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Signal  Officer,  Sixth  Corps  Area,  has  commended  the  Meteorological 
Section  of  Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111.,  for  the  excellence  of  its  work  during 
the  year  1930,  General  Gib'b.s  lists  the  Scott  Field  section  as  the  best  of  the 
35  meteorological  sections  for  the  1930  year. 

The  letter  states  that  all  the  sections  have  been  checked  for  accuracy, 
neatness  and  adherence  to  renuirements  in  the  reports  subm.itted  for  the  year. 

The  second  paragraph  of  the  letter  gives  the  conclusions  brought  out  by  the 
check,  and  is  as  follows;  "This. chock  brings  out  the  fact  that  of  all  reports 
received  f rora' meteorologica.!  stations,  those  received  from  the  meteorological 
section  at  Scott  Field  ape-  consistently  the  most  ccmwlete,  accurate  and  satis- 
factory. These  reports  show  tiiak  much  care  has  been  exercised  at  Scott  Field 
throughout  the  year  to  make  the  meteorological  work  of  the  Army  accurate  and 
dependable." 

The  third  paragraph  of  the  letter  commends  the  individual  men  of  the  sec- 
tion for  their' close  attention  to  duty  and  the  care  in  making  the  re-oorts  and 
performance  of  meteorological  worZr.  The  pjersonnel  of  the  section  is:  Staff 
Sergeant  Ivilliara  F.  Bornlieisel,  private  1st  Class  Otis  L.  Dixon,  and  Privates 
:^lph  N.  Alverson,  Sanuel  E.  Jones  and  Ste-phen  E.  Tell.  First  Lieut.  Harold  F. 
Hubbell,  Signal  Corps,,  is  in  charge  of ' the  section. 

-oOo- — ‘ 

_A  very  welcome  addition  to  Ivlaxwell  Field,  Ala.  , in  the  line  of  utilities  is 
tne  item  of  natural  gas.  Tlie  field  wipes  were  connected  the  first  week  in  Jsnu- 
^y,  arid  all  homes, _ quarters,  barracks",  etc.,  have  been  equipped  v/ith  gas  heat* 
This  G-oes  away  v;itK  the  electric  ranges  and  gives  a much  more" economical  fuel, 
ano.,  of  course,  is  much  superior  to  coal. 

-3g~ 
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AlRSHi;-'  Piacs  UP  IvOL.  PRQMJ^JXlRPXOiL-^ 

An  e:"oerimenta,l  to  nroye  the  feasibility  of  ;>ihkAnc  un  inail 

from  the  roof  of  a huilding  by  airshin  and  delivering  it  to  a steamer  at 
sea  Trithout  necessitating  the  landing  of  the  shin  or  interfering  v/ith  the 
progress  of  the  stea^nex'  pas  made  recently  by  Lieut.  Wm.  J.  McCracken  and 
Master  Sergeant  Miller,  of  the  13th  Airsliin  Company,  Langley  Field,  Va. 

The  experiment  noved  a.  decided  success  and,  although  the  feat  has 
been  performed  before,  it  was  under  much  more  favorable  conditions  than 
those  which  prevailed  in  this  instance,  llie  mail  was  picked  up  from  the 
roof  of  the  post  Office  in  IJewport  ITe\/s,  Va.,  and  delivered  to  the  Steamer 
"Anaconda"  off  Cape  Henry.  Severe,!  attempts  to  pick  up  the  mail  were  ne- 
cessarj^  before  one  proved  successful,  due  to  the  obstacles  in  the  higher 
buildings  close  by  and  a strongcronu  wind  prevadling  at  the  time,  making 
it  necessary  to  "crab"  across  the  "target." 

The  eq-uipment  on  the  roof  of  the  Post  Office  consisted  of  two  uurights 
fifteen  feet  hi{^di  and  about  sixteen  feet  auart  to  which  the  mail  was  lashed 
by  means  of  a rope  loop.  Part  of  the  loop  was  stretched  taut  across  the 
top  of  the  uprights,  and  as  the  ship  maneuvered  low  over  the  loop  the  mail 
\7as  picked  up  by  lowering  a grab  hook  from  the  car  of  the  ship. 

This  was  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  feat,  a,s  it  was  a simple  matter 
to  fly  low  over  the  steamer,  idle  the  motors  and  lower  the  mail  on  the  deck. 

On  the  following  day  this  feat  was  repeated  by  Lieut.  McCracken  and 
Sergeant  Miller  without  difficulty  under  more  favorable  weather  conditions. 

oOo — ■ 


EPF'S  FROM  MATHSH  FIPILL 

At  the  present  time  Mather  Field,  Sacramento,  Calif.,  is  the  scene  of 
intense  activity.  "Petween  the  whirl  of  adninistrative  duties  in  the  daytime 
and  the  social  whirl  at  night,"  says  the  Eews  Letter  Corrosnondent , "we  have 
been  in  more  or  less  of  a fiat  spin  since  our  arrival.  Put  now  that  the  new 
Governor  has  been  safely  inaugurated,  we  will  settle  down  to  a season- of 
hard  work  and  get  in  sha  e for  the  maneuvers  in  the  Swring. 

A w^ord  as  to  organi2''tioii  - the  77th  Pursuit  Scuadron,  Lieut.  P.S. 
Richards,  commanding;  and  the  55th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Lieut.  Clarence  S. 
Crumrine  , commanding,  ma.ke  up  our  fighting  units.  The  60th  Service  Squadron, 
Captain  J.M.  Clark,  commanding,  keeps  them  in  the  air.  T7e  have  not  decided 
on  an  insignia  as  yet.  One  suggestion,  illustrative  of  certain  social  func- 
tions at  the  field,  did  not  meet  wdth  much  favor  from  a 'pa,rticular  squadron. 

Those  who  ?;ere  here  last  Spring  for  the  I.dneuvers  know  of  the  admirable 
situation  of  the  field.  It  is  in  the  center  of  the  area,  that  brought  all 
the  prospectors  out  here  in  the  rush  of  ’49.  In  fact,  there  are  some  half 
dozen  gold  dredges  at  ?/ork  day  and  night  within  a mile  from  the  field.  They 
dig  up  the  smooth  landsca.pe  and  disgorge  it  after  them  in  a great  long  pile 
that  looks  for  all  the  vrarld  like  a huge  snake  from  the  air.  Let’s  hope 
their  appetites  do  not  become  too  great,  or  we  may  find  our  airdrome  some 
morning  turned  into  a rock  mile. 

¥e  are  well  situated  \7ith  regard  to  the  prevailing  weather  conditions. 
Many  are  the  mornings  when  there  is  a fog  all  about  the  countryside,  yet  the 
field  is  up  hi^h  enough  to  be  just  out  of  it.  Several  times  ships  from 
Crissy  Field  have  been  unable  to  return  there  after  a morning’s  mission,  so 
have  dropped  in  at  Mather  for  lunch,  returning  to  their  home  station  in  the 
afternoon. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  only  a few  quarters  on  the  post,  only 
four  officers  and  their  families  being  quartered  there.  However,  the  rents 
in  Sacramento  are  reasonable  and  those  of  us  who  live  in  tomi  are  well 
pleased. 

There  are  now  approximately  350  enlisted  men  and  20  officers  stationed 
here,  but  the  ships  are  in  the  minority.  However,  there  has  been  so  much  to 
do  in  the  way  of  organization  that  the  lack  of  flying  has .not  been  keenly 
felt.  Eew  ax-rivals  of  both  ships  and  men  are  re-porting  almost  daily.  So  that 
it  vran’t  be  long  now.  Recently,  six  pilots  were  flov.n  to  March  Field  and 
successfully  ferried  six  LH’ s back  to  the  field.  It  seems  that  the  good  old 
^^hips  are  going  begging  at  the  schools  now,  so  we  have  grabbed  off  our  share 
for  various  sorts  of  flying  missions.  On  the  return  of  these  pilots  and 
the  Transiport,  a trim  was  made  to  Rocicwell  Field  to  secure  six  F-12B’ s which 
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were  formerly  used  at . Self  ridge' Field;  Larcli  Ist'we-slaould  have  about 

30  of  them,  as  they  are  being  sent  throu^  the  Air  De-;iOt  for  overhaul  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  ' The  Boeing  Air  Trans-port  is  still  using  Iviather  Field 
for  its  Sacramento  terminal,  so  that  with  the  mail  -planes  and  DH’s  plo-p-ping 
in  at  all  hours  the  field  is  beginning  to  look  quite  pros-perous. 

Sacramento  is  doing  quite  well  by  us  in  the  social  line.  There  never  is 
a shindig  of  any  kind  that  the  post  is  not  invited  to  attend.  The  officers 
have  been  given  free  membership  in  all  the  social  clubs  and  country  clubs 
that  count  hereabouts.  Usually  the  greeting  only  lasts  a,  'oeek  or  so,  but  not 
so  Sacrai'iiento  ~ after-  three  months  we  still  believe  there  is  a Santa  Claus. 

The  hunting  in  this  -part  of  the  State  is  excellent.  All  one  has  to  do  is 
go  out  for  a while  on  an  afternoon  and  shoot  one's  limit  on  snipe,  duck  or 
goose  and  return  for  summer.  In  the  meantime  the  family  has  been  -picking 
mushrooms  out  on  the  field,  and  ?dth  such  coo-^erat ion  a very  good  meal  can  be 
had  most  any  time.  ■ 

During  the  holidays  several  of  cur  nimrods,  namely,  ife-jor  Tinker,  Lieuts. 
Saville , Roth,  Kelsey  and  Kraft,  were  invited  on  a bear  hunt  in  the  vicinity 
of  Sequoia  Rational  Park.  In  making  the  journey  am-ple  -provision  was  made  to 
talse  care  of  the  smoils  of  this  big  game  hunt.  However,  the  hunters  encount- 
ered great  hardships,  the  -primitive  outdoor  life  , being  almost  too  much  for 
themi.  It  seems  that  the  hot  water  system  in  the  camp  was  a bit  out  of  order, 
and  they  vrere  forced  to  sleep  on  feather  beds.  After  tram-ping  over  must  of 
the  mountai-ns  of  Southern  California,  they  returned  with  nothing  more  to  show 
than  a week' s beard. " 

oOo 

NO  CHUTEY  ATARD  foe  1S30 

. Althou^i  recognizing  the  v.urth  of  the  several  instances  of  heroic  con- 
duct on,  the  -part  of  the  Air  Corps  flyers  during  the  past  year,  the  Board  of 
Officers  vhich.  considers  recoi'nmendations  for  awards  and  trophies  in  the  Air 
Co'ipps,  reached  the  decision  that  the  Cliene;^  A’ward  for  1930  should  not  be 
.made,  but  that  the  award  fund  be  maintained  in  the  custody  of  the  trustee. 

Tnis  award,  given  each  year  for  the  most  outstanding  act  of  valor,  extreme 
fortitude  or  self-sacrifice  in  a humanitarian  interest,  carries  with  it  a 
cash  consideration  of  $500.  The  Cheney  Award  is  most  highly  prized  by  Air 
Cor-ps  Regular  or  Reserve  Officers  and  enlisted  men  eligible  to  receive  it. 

In  a-p-oroving  the  recommendations  of  the  Board,  Ivlaj or- General  James  F. 
Fechet,  Chief  of  the  Air  Cor-ps,  stated  in  effect,  that  so  high  a standard 
of  heroic  self-sacrifice  had  been  set  by  the  three  -previous  winners  of  the 
Award  that  the  Board  of  Awards  was  of  the  opinion  that  it  should  not  be 
cheamened  by  being  given  . for  any  bu.t  a highly  meritorious  act.  He  de- 
clared that  several  heroic  acts  w/ere  -performed  du.ring  1930  by  members  of  the 
Air  Corps,  which  have  been  s-aitably  recognized  by  other  awards  or  citations, 
but  just  because  the  Cheney  Aw^ard  wa,s  a.vailable  for  -presentation  was  no 
cause  for  granting  it  xvithout  cons' dering  the  high  -mrmose  for  w/hich  it  was 
established. 

Tiie  Cheney  Awrard  was  established  in  memory  of 'Ist  Lieut.  William  H. 

Cheney,  Air  Service,  \iho  via.s  killed  in  an  air  collision  at  Foggia,  Italy,-  on 
January  20,  1918.  The  donors  are  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Scofield  of  Peterboro,  IT.H. , 
and  Mrs.  Ruth  Cheney  Streeter,  Morristown,  IT. J. , mother  and  sister,  respective- 
ly, of  Lieut.  Cheney. 

Kiree  members  of  the  Air  Cor-ps  previously  received  this  Award,-  Master 
Sergeant  Harry  Cha-pman  in  1927  for  cons-picuous  bravery  in  the  Airship  "Roma” 
disaster  v/hich  occurred  in  February,  1921;  Lieut.  Uzal  G.  Ent,  Air  Corps,  in 
1928,  for  his  heroism  during  the  Rational  Elimination  Balloon  Race;  and  Lieut. 
Wm.  A.  Ivlatheny,  Air  Corps,  in  1929,  for  valor  during  an  airplane  crash  in 
Ricaragua.  Lieut.  Ent  was  aide  to  Lieut.  Paul  Evert,  pilot  of  the  Army 
Balloon,  and  w;hen  it  w/as  struck  by  lightning,  Lieut,  Evert  was  killed  and  the 
balloon  cauglit  fire.  Instead  of  jum-ping  with  his  paraclmte , . Lie-ut.  .Cnt  re- 
mained in  the  burning  balloon,  endeavoring  to  revive  his  coimoanion,  des")itc 
the  danger  of  the  balloon  ex'ploding  at  any  moment,  Lieitt.  ivlatheny  was  -oilot 
and  Lieut ,.  Dwjight  Canfield  co--pilot  in  a bombing  plane  which  they  were  flying 
to  Panama,  Forced  down  in  the  Ricaraguan  jungles,  the  -)lane  crashed  and 
caught  fire,  Lieut,  Canfield,  stunned  and  unable  to  move  from  the  vicinity 
of  the  burning  plane,  v;as  rescued  by  Lieut.  Matheny,  vrho  rushed  into  the 
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flames  and  dra£;ged  him  away  from  his  perilous  -Dosition, 

Although  the  income  from  the  trust  fund  exceeds  ip500<.00  -per  year,  \7hich 
is  the  amount  of. the  cash  award,  the  remainder,  including  the  unallotted  sum 
for  1930,  is  ;placed  in  s.  sinlring  fund  for  nossihle  use  in  the  event  more  than 
a single  individual  is  recommended  for  the  award. 

oOo 

lALLOOlT  DhSTHOYAD  IH  PURSUIT 

The  Air  Corns  Tactical  School,,  laoiigley  Pield,  Va.  , conducted  a Pursuit 
flying  nrohlera  on  the  afternoon  of  January  16th,  involving  the  destruction  of 
a ca;ptive  balloon  fragmentation  oornhs  dro-:>")ed  from  P-12  air-planes.  A nro- 
visional  squadron  took  off  with  three  nlanes  in  the  assault  flight,  three  in 
the  s-upnort  and  six  in  the  reserve.  The  -'lanes  attacked  singly,  dro'p-iing  the 
houDs  at  the  balloon  which  was  flying  at  about  2,000  feet.  The  balloon  was 
brought  dovni  in  flames.  Lieut.  G.  A.  McHenry  dropped  the  fatal  bomb. 

- — oOo . 

OOITS'TPUCTIOIT  ACTIVITIES  AT  I'^,"ELL  FIELD 

The  -pre-)onderant  activity  at  Maxv/ell  Field  at  the  -'resent  time  is  in  the 
line  of  construction  work.  7/ork  was  beg-ui  on  a lo2~raan  Air  Coi-os  Barradis  r.uth 
terrazo  floors  in  kitchen,  pantry  a.nd  storeroom.  Linoleum  flooring  vdll  be 
used  in  squad  and  day  rooms.  The  building  will  also  be  ecuip-^ed  with  steel  \7all 
lockers.  The  contrcxt  was  bid  in  at  $43,900,  and  calls  for  completion  by 
September , 1931 . 

The  Hodgson- Jones  Construction  Company  of  Montgomery,  Alabama,  is  at  work 
on  the  construction  of  the  Post  Headquarters,  0;perations  and  Pa,rachute  Build- 
ing, This  is  also  to  be  equioped  vlth  linoleum  floors  and  steel  lockers.  The 
bid  was  $58,881.00,  and  the  contract  calls  for  completion  by  June,  1931. 

The  tactical  school  build'ing  has  reached  a stage  of  -7ractical  cormpletion, 
the  roof  being  on  and  work  being  begun  on  the  interior. 

The  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  Quartermaster  Garage,  TJarehouse, 

Maintenance  Shop  Building  and  the  Air  Corps  Paint,  Oil  and  Dope  House  was 
awarded  to  the  Sm.ith-pew  Company,  of  Atlanta,,  Ga. , for  $81,890.00,  and  will  be 
completed  by  A-ugust  of  this  year. 

liicavation  has  been  com-oleted  and  actual  construction  begun  on  nine  double 
sets  of  Honcoiiumissioned  Officers  quarters. 

A new  double  trad-:  railroad  siding  has  been  rushed  to  completion  and  is 
ready  for  use. 

Bids  will  be  o-pened  February  17th  for  construction  of  one  Air  Corps 
Warehouse,  one  Air  Corps  Machine  Shop  and  one  Air  Corps  Assembly  Sho'p,  the  es- 
timated cost  of  these  buildings,  -rith  all  -.itilities  being  $75,000.  ITo  bids 

will  be  considered  V/iiich  contemplate  coni-'letion  at  a later  date  than  August 
1,  1931.  " ^ 

Bids  will  be  o-pened  February  29th  for  the  construction  of  one  Hos'Dital 
and  Detachment  Barracks,  one  Fire  and  Guard  House  and  one  Post  Exchange,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $135,000. 

Mork  is  already  in  progress  on  the  erection  of  four  steel  hangars,  size 
110  by  220  feet,  and  the  completion  thereof  is  expected  before  the  summer. 

oOo™ — 

MAICVELL  FIELD  OFFICERS  STUDY  FUHCTIOHS  OF  OTHER  BRAHCHES 

An  interesting  pliase  of  work  at  Ma^iwell  Field,  Ala. , is  the  exchange  of 
officers  with  organiz3,tions  of  the'  other  branches.  Tliis  is  easily  accom-;)lished 
by  two-v;eek  -periods  of  detached  service  at  Forts  Benning,  Oglethorne  and 
Barrancas.  On  Jan.  12th,  Lieut s.  Joe  A.  Anderson,  La-urence  A,  Duncan  and 
Charles  Leitner  went  to  Benning  for  duty  vrith  the  Tanks,  Artillery  amd  Infantry, 
res-pectively.  In  exchange,  the  officers  coming  over  from  there  v/ere  Lieuts. 

C.B.  Irvin,  T.J.  Morgan  and- E.H.  Cans,  all  of  the  Infantry.  Upon  completion  of 
this  tour,  Lieuts.  C.n.  Smith,  Wm.  3.  Clements  and  Ashby  Toulmln,  of  Maxwell, 
went  over  in  exchange  for  Lieuts.  Herschel  Baker,  A. A.  Goodwyn  and  Fred  Pearson. 

These  two-week  periods  are  eagerls^  sought  by  officers  from  both  -:osts,  giv- 
ing^ as  it  does  an  insight  into  the  work  of  ftie  other  branches.  It  also  -provides 
a diversion  from  the  regular  ro-utine  of  duty.  A si^delight  on  this  is  the  re- 
quirement tliat  each  officer  from  IViaxv/ell  kee-i  a diary  of  his  two  weeks  and  sub- 
mit it  to  the  Commanding  Officer  on  his  return.  These  -prove  quite  interesting. 
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JilSKiEbJSIOiT' OJ' .TELE2TES  SffiViGE  Some-tiroe -aco  -an^op-oortunit’y  ras 

AIR  CORPS  . ■ . ..  - ' afforded  the' Af my  Air  Corps  to' avail 

2^  -Captain  Harold-  l-L  McClelland  ■ ' • ' dtself  of  an  improved  means  for  the 

collection  and  disserrination-  of 
leather  information.  At  that  time 

the  Aeronautics  ErahCh--  of  the  Department  of  Co-mmerce  undertook  to  install 
teletype  servic'c..-hDtween  Richmond,  Ta. , and  Dos  ton,  1-fess-.  The  follov/ing  sta- 
tions \7ere-'induded:-"?dchm'ond  and- Chianti c'6,  Va. ; Raltimore,  Md. ; Camden, 

■Trenton  and  J. ; Armonk'v  ITev'  York;  Bethany  and  Hartford,  Conn.;' 

Stafford  Springs  and  BO s ton,  Mass'.  To  complete  this  'Circuit  and  fill  in  the 
gaps,  an  offer  xias  made  to  inc?.ude  Bolling  'Rield,  Aberdeen  and  Mitchel  field,' 
in  "re  turn  for  the- furnishing  of  wea.ther  observations  at  these  Air  Corps  sta- 
tions, .Hiis  was  done,  and  there  were  hourly- re-^orts  available  throughout  each 
24  hours  of  the  day.'  ' ' 

This  service  mroved  so  satisfactorjr  that  the  line  has  subsequently  extend- 
ed south  through  G-reensboro,  H.C.,  and  Spartanburg,  S.C.,-to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  in- 
cluding a- number:  of  intermediate  observation  ■;)6ints*  ' " . 

At  .Heavark,  IT.J.,  this  ’’long-dine"  connects'  xvith  the  Commerce'  Department's 
"long  line"  westward  througlu  Bellefo'nte,  Pa,,  and  Cleveland',  Ghio,dto  Chicago. 

• It  is  therefore  -oossiblo  at  Bolling  field'and  Aberdeen  to  obtaiih  weather  re-" 
ports  between  ITewark  'end  Chicago  up, on  request  to  ITe’wark,  -while  this  information 
is  alv/ays  available '.at ' Mitchel  field.-  ' 

At  about  the  same  time,  arrangements  'were  made  to  include  a' receiving 
■machine  at  Pairf  ield,  ■ Ohio in'a  ''long- -lipe"  between  Cleveland,  Ohio ; and  Sc,  ' 
Iiouis.,-.  ,Mo.  , \7hich  ran  through  Columbus,'  fairfield  and  Cincinna.ti , Ohio; 
Louisville,  Ky. ; Indiana-tolis  and  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  ,■  and  Yandalia,  -MO'.  , to 
St.  Louis.  -This. made- a.vailable  at  Pairfield' hourly  v/.eather  re;')ort's'  throughout 
the  micdle  .wes.t,  . for  these  "long- lines"  intersected  others  ranning,  north  "and 
south  ano.  east  and  west  through  the  upper  Mississip-pi  Yslley.  " - ■ 

-The -above '.service  was  furnished  the  Air'  Cor^s  at  '■DractiGally  no'  cost, 
through  the'  .excellent  cooperation  existing  between  the  Aeronautics  Branch  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  and  the  Office  of  tile  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps.'  Realizing, 
hov.ever,  that  an  a-opreclable  extension  of  this -valuable  aid  to  our  flying  acti- 
vities coul'd  not  be'  ex-^ected  at  the  saiwe  low  cost,  and -foreseeing  the  day  when 
such  extension  would  be  required,  an  effort  \vas  me.de  to  obtain  additional 
funds  to' a.ccomplish  this  -purpose.  This  effort  being  successful,  funds  for  in- 
creasing, the  teletype  service  became'  available  this  year.  In  the  meantime, 
througjh  the  assistance  of  the  Sigiml  Corps,'  it  was  fo-und  possible  to  provide 
receiving  teletype  machines  for  Crissy,  March  and  Roclrwell  Fields  in  California, 
thereby  including  them  in  a v'ery  complete  teletype  system  covering  the  Pacific 
Coast  from  San  Diego  to-  San  Francisco,  and  running  east  from  the  latter  point 
through  Sacramento  and  along  the  airway  cierated  by  the  Boeing  Air  Transport. 

Working  closely -v/i-th  the  Departm.ent  of  Commerce  and  the  Signal  Corps , ar- 
ra.ngements  v/ere  just  ' Com-'leted' for  Very  considerofole  extensions  of  teletype 
service  for  the  Air  Corps,  \7hich  in  each  instance'  connect  up  -with  circuits  of 
the  Department  of  CoiTimerce  so  as  to  make  available  to  various  Air  Cor^s  activi- 
ties the  enormous  ai'nount  of  weather  information  being  collected  all  over  the 
country.  ''  • ’ 

Orders  have  been  placed  for  the  follorring  installations;  _ 

To  complete  the  service  cn  the  Atlantic  Coast,  Fort 'Wright,  on  Fisher's 
Island,  that  "thick  s'oot"  on  the- Mitchel  Field  - Boston -a-irway , has  been  in- 
cluded .in  the  Richmond  to  Poston  circuit.  ■ 

. Middletomi,. -Pa. , has  been  included  in  the  new  circuits;  Hew  York  to 
St.  Louis,  throu^ji  Pittsburgh,  and  Washington  to  Pitts'burgh. 

Langley  Field  has  been  included  i'h  a "switch  line,"  'which  is  shared  by  ' 
the  12avj^  at  ITorfolk,' Vo.. , v/hicii'  connects  to  the'  A'Klanta  to  Boston  "long  line" 
at  Richmond.  It  is  expected  that,  beginning  next  July,  this  line  will  be 
changed  so  as'  to  connect  v,-ith  the-  "long  line"  at  Bolling  Field.  At  Langley 
Field  weather  reports’  will  then  not  only  be  available  over  the  Atlanta-Boston 
route,  but  also  along  the  'Washington  to  Pittsburgh  ainmy.  -'  ' 

Biurgess  Field  at  Uniontown,  Pa,.,-  has  been  put  on  a "switch  line,"  which 
connects  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa,.,  .with  the  Her; -gork  - St.  Louis  and  Washington  - 
Pitts  jurgh  lines.  Many'")oints  on  the  Washiiii^'ton  - Dayton- airv/a.y  will  make 
hourly  wea.ther  re'ports,  and  these  will  be  available  at  all  eastern  stations. 

Tra^ismitting  equipment  hds  been  added  t'o  comwlet'e'  the'  teletype  service  at 
Fairfield,  Ohio,  where  a receiving  machine  is  already  in  use. 

Selfridge  Field,  Michigan,  has  been  put  on  the  Detroit  "switch  line."  This 
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line  connects  'vith  the  transcontinental  line  from  Hew  York  to  San  Francisco. 

The  latter  connects  ^7ith■,  lines  "oiiig  south  through  the  middle  v;est  from 
Cleveland  and  Chicago,  and  northeast  from  Cleveland,  through  Buffalo,  and 
Albany,  H.Y. 

Hensle7  Field, the  new  Air  Corns  Intermediate  Landing  Field  at  Dallas, 

Texas,  which  is  a nart  of  the  Air  Corps  Southwestern  Airways  System,  has  been 
inclui.-v.u.  in  a "short  line"  between  Fort  Worth  and,  Dallas,  Texas.  Fort  Worth 
receives  by  telegraph  a vast  number  of  weather  reports  from  points  scattered 
all  over  Texas  and  Oklahoma.  These  will  be  ;put  on  the  teletype  line  to  Hensley 
Field  and  Love  Field,  and  Hensley  Field  can  relay  them  to  Air  Corps  stations  in 
the  Hadio  Het  of  the  Southwestern  Airways. 

On  the  T7est  coast  transmitting  equipment  has  been  provided  for  Roclcwell 
Field,  March  Field  and  Crissy  Field,  where  receiving  equipment  has  been  avail- 
able for  some  time?  and  both  transmitting  and  receiving  equipment  has  been 
provided  for  the  Air  Corps  Reserve  Airdrome  at  Sand  Point,  Washington,  on  the 
Seattle  "Switch  Line 

In  addition  to  providing  weather  reports,  the  above  facilities  may  be 
utilized,  together  with  the  facilities  maintained  by  the  Aeronautics  Branch 
of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  for  the  transmission  of  arrival  and  departure 
messages  on  the  movement  of  Army  aircraft  where  radio  facilities  are  not  avail- 
able or  when,  by  reason  of  infreouent.sc^e Jules  or  time  consumed  due  to  the 
necessity  for  relaying,  considerable  aelay_^ o^^mi^s sages  v/Hl  result. 

In  this  connection,  the  following,  which  appears  in  paragraph  II  of 
Instruction  Bulletin  D-6,  Supplement  Ho.  1,  issued  by  the  Aeronautics  Branch  and 
effective  December  30,  1930,  and  v.hich  is  contained  on  page  .'404  of  Air  Commerce 
Bulletin  Ho,  15,  February  2,  1931,  is  of  interest! 

"Movement  messages  of  aircraft  ovraed  by  the  Goverrunent  shall  be  accepted 
if  such  messages  are  destined  to  points  on  communication  circuits  of  the 
Aeronautics  Branch. " 

Air  Corps  pilots  should  make  the  maximum  use  of  this  additional  service. 

They  shou.ld  familiarize  themselves  v/ith  the  facilities  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce,  which  are  listed  from  time  to  time  in  the  Air  Commerce  Bulletin, 
issued  semi-monthly  and  available  at  all  Air  Corps  stations,  and  should  laiow 
the  location  of  observation  stations  on  the  teletype  lines  in  the  vicinity  of 
their  stations. 

Some  Air  Corps  stations,  where  teletjrqe  service  has  been  in  use,  have  in- 
stalled blackboards  in  the  Operations  Office  on  which  are  posted  the  hourly 
weather  information,  segregated  by  routes,  so  that  the  weather  over  any  route 
may  be  seen  at  a glance. 

It  is  believed  that  the  teletyjoe,  or  automatic  telegraph- typer/r iter,  as  it 
is  sometimes  called,  will  prove  to  be  extremely  useful  to  the  Air  Corps.  Funds 
are  not  available  for  providing  all  stations  with  this  equipment,  consequently 
the  use  made  of  the  •;)resent  installations  \7ill  be  watched  for  a sufficient 
period  of  time  to  determine  if  greater  service  would  result  if  these  facilities 
v/ere  moved  to  some  stations  not  now  equipped. 

oOo 

H.A.C.A.  REPRESBHTATIVE  TALKS  OH  AVI  AT  I OH  IH  EUROPE 

Mr.  John  J.  Ide , representative  in  Europe  of  the  National  Advisory  Committee 
for  Aeronautics,  and  Dr.  G.  ¥.  Lewis,  Director  of  Aeronaiitical  Research  of  that 
Bureau,  were  guests  of  the  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  on 
January  23rd.  Mr,  Ide  ;ave  his  usual  talk  to  the  technical  personnel  of  Wright 
Field,  discussing  the  trend  of  aviation  developments  during  the  past  year  in 
Europe,  as  shown  at- the  Paris  Air  Exhibition.  He  stated  that  new  trans;port 
planes  v/ere,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  high  wing  monoplanes,  of  single-engine 
type,  and  that  all-metal  and  metal  construction  with  fabric  covering  were  used 
increasingly  over  past  years.  He  brought  out  special  characteristics . of  the 
military  airplanes  as  emphasized  by  the  various  foreign  governments.  Mr.  Ide 
illustrated  his  lecture  v;ith  lantern  slides, 

•— •oOo— 

The  first  of  the  nev/  radio  receivers  for  the  Air  Corps  reached  the  First 
Pursuit  Group  recently,  and  they  will  be  installed  in  P-12C  airplanes  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  The  First  Pursuit  Group  expects  to  be  in  a position  to  use  this 
method  of  communication  during  the  coming  maneuvers. 
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LIEUT.  LlHTEa  Q.U&IJEIES  ftp-R TUTTUO- . nna >.,fPT ni\T 


According  to  the  Eevrs  Letter  Oorres.noaiden-t  from’ Port  Uroclte-bt?  .Gal-ves-ton , 
Texas,  Lieut.  Jacit  Lanier,  recently  of  the  Third  Attach  Grou-p' and  at  the  pres- 
ent time  on  an  inactive  status,  considers  himself  lucky  to  he  alive  after  an 
experience  at  the  Grou.p*s  duck  camp  uhich  almost  cost  him  his  life.  At' first 
it  was  thought  that  mayhe  Jack  had' just  gotten  into  a flat  spin  and  wasnH; 
responsible.  But  l.fejor  Davenport  Johnson,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Group, 
investigated  the  tale  and  vouches  for  its  authenticity.  We’ll  let  our  hero 
tell' the  story  in  his  oiTn  words'; 

"I  arrived  at  the  ranch  on  Friday  afternoon  for  a- gobee  hunt.  I found  ■’ 
the  caretalcers,  brothers,  very  hospitable,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  ■ 
neither  had  shaved  or  had  a comb  in  their  hair  in  over  two -years.-  Then- came 
Saturday  night.  About  8:00  p.m; , the  younger  boy  (about  27  years'- of  age) 
went  out  to  chop  some 'wood.  !Ihe  other  one,  about' 31  years  old,  came  over  and 
sat  beside  me'  on  my  bunlc  and  said;  "Would  you  like  to  make  some  money  tonight?" 
naturally,  one  would  look  at  him  sort  of  curiously,  being  out  on  an  island 
five  miles  from  the  mainland  and  eighteen  miles  to  the  next  ranch'  house  and 
not  a' single  telephone  on  the  island.  And,  curiosity  getting  the  best  of  me, 

I said;  "How?".  . 

"Oh,"  he.  said,  "I  control  the  stock  market  from  here." 

Well',  I at  least  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  what  the  score  was. 

About  that  time  the  other  brother  came  in  vdth  the  wood,  and  as  everything 
seemed  all  right,  we  went  to  bed.  At  about  12;30,  the  screwey  one  got  up  and 
built  a fire  in  the  stove.  I heard  him  say  to  his  brother  - "Everyone  of 
these  aviators  snore  like  hogs.  The  no' good  so  and  so’s!" 

Hot  caring  much  what  he  thought,'  I went  back  to  sleep.  About  3;30  a.m. , 
he  came  over  to  my  burJc  and'  shook  me  by  the  arm,-  saying;  "Get  up!-  - Get  up!" 

On  awalcening  I asked  whet’s  the;  matter,  as  I noticed  he  had  lighted  the 
lamp..  He  said;  "There’s  a Greek  in  the  house  and  I’m  going  to  kill  him," 

Putting  two  and  two  together  and  seeing  him  standing  by  my  bed  with  a 
pump  gun  in  his  hand,  I figared  it  would-  be  good  "tactics"  to  get  up.  I 
think  the  word  "Tactics"  is  the  proper  one  to  use,  since  the  Tactical  School 
at  Langley  defines  Tactics  as  the  evolution  of  arm.ed  forces  within  the  field 
of  battle. 

As  I arose,  he  said;  "I  am  going  to  kill  everybody  on  the  island,  and-I'm 
going  to  kill  you  first."  • ' ■ • 

With  that  he  -put  the  gun  in  my  face.  Well,  right  here  is  where  business, 
began  to-  pick  up.  Just  a,s  I pushed  the  guii  to  one  side  he  pulled  the  trigger 
and  the  gun  fired  by  the  side  of  ray  face.  At  the  sam.e  instant  I noticed  his 
brotheb  stretched  cut  on  the  floor  with  his  face  bleeding,  apparently  dead. 

This  started  what  was  really  a tussle  for  one  pump  gun,  complete,  with  handle 
and  loaobs.  After  a few  minutes  I succeeded'  in  getting  the  gun.  As  I did,  he 
said;  "I’ll  get  another  one  to  kill  you  with’" 

Being  a great  believer  in  the  old  saying  that  self  preservation  is  the 
first  lav;  of  mnl-cind,  I pumped  a nev;  shell  in  the  chamber  and  raised  the  gun 
as  he  reached  in  a box  where  I knev;  there  was  a six  gun.  Just  as  I was  ready 
to  shoot,  the  brother  on  the  floor  came  to  and  cried;  "Don’t  hurt  him;  he’s 
demented  and  don’t  mean  anything." 

Hot  v;anting  to  hurt  anyone  demented,  I decided  to  change  from  Tactics  to 
Stra'tegy  and  got  out  of  the  field  of  battle.  So  I took  off  across  the  prairie 
barefooted.  Cactus,  sandburrs  and  oyster  shells  were  no  handicap.  After 
running  a couple  of  hundred  yards,  I thought  I was  far  enough,  as  it  v;as  a 
real  black  night  with  no  stars  or  moon.  About  t>;at  time  I imagined  I heard  a 

noise  behind  me.  The  next  three  hundred  yards  is  where  the  running  really 

took  place.  I was  sleeping  in  a leather  G.I.  flying  suit,  and  that  is  all 

that  kept  me  from  freezing  while  I spent  the  rest  of  the  night  in  a thicket. 

The  next  morning,  one  pilot  and  an  A-33  migrated, 

oOo — - 

GEHErAL-  WIHA.HS  INSPECTS  FORT  CROCKETT 

Ifeij or- General  Edwin  B.  Winans , U.S.A.,  Commanding  the  8th  Corps  Area,  ac- 
companied by  his  Aide-de-camp,  Capt.  ‘Loren  F,  Parmley,  Cavalry,  inspected  Port 
Crockett  on  January  6th.  A 27— ship  formation  was  floim  for  the  visitors,  with 
demonstrations  of  Attack  flying.  "It  v/as  a spectacular  demonstration,"  Gen. 
Winans  said.  "I  w^s  impressed  with  the  accuracy  of  -the  uilots  and  also  their 
obvious  daring." 
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E'TLISTSD  PILOTS  I'J  THE  AIH  COHPS 


The  nuinher  of  rated  ‘'ilots  among  the  enlisted  hersonneT  of  the  Air  Corns 
is  steadily ■’(i'windling,  the  roster  asr, of., December  31.,  19o0,..shovdng  only  30 
names.  Of  these  enlisted  nilots,  'all  of  T/hoip  encent  t^o  s-i'e  noncommissioned 
officers,  15  are  rated  as  Air'blane  Pilots.,  .6  as  Junior  Airnlane  Pilots,  7 as' 
Airship  Pilots  and  2 
as  follav/s; 


Junior  ■Airshin  Pilots.,  Their  names  are  :;iven  helov;, 


John  L.'  Waugh 
Paul  B.  Jachson 
Ezra  P,  Hendell  ■ 
Douglas  M.  Sv,'isher' 
Chester  W.  Kolinski 
James  A, ' Lee  ■ 

Edward  A.  Brovm  ' 
Chester  F.  Colhy 
Peter  C.  Biesiot 
Bernard  Wallace 
Boyd  R,  Er twine 
Saraael  M.  Tamer 
Stewart  C.  Sminic 
Sarnael  J.- Davis 
Cecil  B.  Guile 

Conrad  L.  0*Briant 
Fredk.  H.  Wilson 
Joe  ’Grant  '■ 
lifeairice  B.  Rihefd  ■ 
Carle ton  P.  Smith 
Leslie  L.  Wells  • 

Albert  C.  Gaiuble 
James  C.  Richardson 
Joseph  F.  Iturray 
Arvin  E.  Hiller 
Ronald  H.  Short’ 

01 in  Brown 
James  E.  Kunton 

William  J,  Bennett 
Josenh  J.  Bishop 


AIRPLAiLS  PILOTS 

i&Lster  Sgt^  46th  Sdiool  Squadron 
A . C . Te  clmi  cal  S cho  ol 
A . C . Te  chni cal  S cho o 1 
A. C. Technical  School 
91st  Obs.  Sq-aa.dron 
12th  Obs.  Squadron 
38th  Obs.  Squadron 
.88th  Obs,.  Souadron 
43rd  School  Sqdn, 

39th  School  Sqdn. 

54th  S cho pi  Sodn. 

1st  Obs.  Squadron 
49  th  Bomb . S qdn,. 

15th  Obs.  Squadron 
15th  Obs.  Squadron 
JUDIOR  AIBPLAilD  PILOTS 
ife-ster  Sgt . 40th  School  Srdn. 

9?th,  Ons.  ScAie-dron 
28th  -Bomb.  Squadron 
.■  28th  Bomb.  Squadron 
, 3rd  Pursuit  Squadron- 
11th  Bomb.  Sqdn. . 
AIRSHIP  PILOTS 
2nd'  Balloon  Comq^any 
2nd  .Balloon  Company 
1st  Balloon  Company 
19th  Air shin  Co. 

19th  Airship  Co. 

24th  Airship  Co. 

2,7th  Purs'uit  Sqdn. 
JUHIOR  AIRSHIP  PILOTS 
l!foi5fcer..'  Sgt„  19 th  Airship  Company 
■Master  Sgt,  9th  Airship  Company 
~~'-q0o— " 


Tech.  Sgt. 
Jfe'ster  Sgt  . 
Sgt.  (A.M.) 
blaster  Sgt. 
Tech.  Sgt. 
private 
blaster  Sgt.' 
I\fe,ste-r.  Sgt,..' 
J/feLster  Sgt. 
1-^ster  Sgt.,’ 
Tech.  Sgt. 
Master  Sgt. 
Master  Sgt . 
Te  ch  * Sgt . 


CbrPoral 
■Master  Sgt . 
Private 
Master  Sgt. 
Master ’Sgt, 

Master'  Sgt . 
Sgt.  (A.M.) 
Stafi  Sgt . 
bias  ter  Sgt  . 
Tedn,  Sgt. 
Master  Sgt. 
Tech.  Sgt. 


Brooks  Field,  Texas. 
Chanute  Field,  111. 
Chanute  Field,  111., 
Chanute  Field,.  111. 
Crissy  Field,  Calif. 

Ft . Sam  .Houston , Texas . ■ 
Fort  Sill,- Okla. 

Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

Kelly  Field,  Texas. 
Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
liarch  Field,  Calif, 
Mitchel  Fi.eld,  IT.Y. 
Phillips  Fielc-,  Md. 
Scott  Field,.  111.. 

Scott  Field,'  111. 

Det.  Service,  Cuba. 

Mitchel  Field,  IT.I.  ■ 

Philippines 

philip'?ines 

Philippines 

Rodcweil  Field,  Calif , 

Fort  Bragg,  IT.C. 

Fort  Bragg,  H.C. 

Fort  Sill,  dcla, 
Langley  Field,  Ya. 
Langley  Field, .Ya. 
Scott  Field,  111. 

Self ridge  Field,  Mich. 

Langley  Field,  Ya. 
Scott  Field,  111. 


HARROW  ESCAPE  FOR  TWO  BROOKS  FIELD  OFFICERS  ' 

■ Electrical  trouble  in  the  insulation  of  their  D.H.  plane  developing  sudden- 
ly and  Td'thout  warning  almost  proved  the  deaths  of  two  Brooks  Field  officers. 
Major  C.  E,  Balier,  Su.rgeon,.-  -and  Li.eut.  Richard  E-.  Cobb,  .Sup’;’)!^'’  Officer,  52nd 
School  Squadron,  on  Saturda.y,  January  18th,  as  the  two  o.ificers  were  making  a 
cross-country  flight  from  Brooks  Field  to  Matagorda  Island  for  the  week  end. 

Smoke  pouring  from  . the  overheated  insr.lation  ■wiring  first  gave  indication 
of  serious  mechanical  trouble,  and  Lieut.  Cobb,  the  pilot,  liasteiied  to  lana. 
Blinded' and  almost  overcome  by  smoke,  however,  he  was  unable  to  maiie  a proper 
landing,  and  the  airolane  crashed  to  the  ground,  rendex’-ingvliis  pe.ssenger  and 
himsel’f  unconscious.  To  aggTUVrate  a situation  already  precarious,  the  gasoline 
tank  developed  a leak  shortly  e.fter  the  plane  had  la.nded.  .. 

Ydicn  Megor  Baker  and  Lie.ut.  Cobb  regained  consciousness,  they  foiuid  tlrnt 
had  ano  ./her  five  minutes  ela-os.ed,  they  •.v.p.uld  liave.  become  trap'geo.  in  tne  ilames 
that  conrpletely  consumed  the  airplane.  ' Major  Baker  sustained  a badly  lacerated^ 
forehead.,  and  Lieut.  Cobb  a wrenched  back.  Officers  ©f  Breoks  Field  who  invosti 
gated  the  accident  were  unable  to  detemrdne  the  source  of  the  electrical  trouole 

Mitchel  Field  welcomed  with  open  arms  Lieut.  Max  W. ’Balfour,  Air  Corps,  who 
just  returned  to  duty  after  almost  two  years  sq^ent  in  Walter  Reed  Hospital  as  a 

result  of  an  airolane  crash.  , ^ 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC  ACTIVITI3S  OF  S, COM  FIELD 

Re  ports  and  data  on  the  ;photogra;phic  mission  in  the  Northern  Peninsula  of 
Michigan  for  the  Geological  Survey,  rhich  v/as  performed  last  summer  hy  the  21st 
Photo  Section,  Scott  Field,  have  "been  compiled  recently  and  the  project  lias  now 
teen  listed  as  finished. 

The  project  was  carried  out  under '.veryvadverse  conditions,  particularly  as 
to  weather,  and  lasted  from  May  16th  to  October  30th,  The  location  of  the  area 
to  he  photographed,  'with  lake -Superior  „:,on  the  IJorth  and  Lake  Michigan  on  the 
South,  was  conducive  to  cons iderahle  cloudiness.  During  the  entire  project 
there  were  only  12  days  during -which  therep.were  no  clouds  over  the  area.  On 
14  other  days  conditions  were  such  that  full  time  work  was  not  possible i In 
addition  to  the  clouds,  there  were  numerous  forest  fires  \vhich  rendered  visi- 
bility so  poor  that  it  was- almost  im;possible  to  fly  the  course  necessary  for 
photographic  work,  Ihe  smoke  -also  obscured  a considerable  portion  of  the 
territory  to  be  taken.  ■ . 

. The  photographic  team  for  this  mission,  1st  Lieut,  Willis  R,  Taylor  and 
Master  Sergeant  JTicolg^  G,  Loupos,  were  accompanied  by  Sergeant  Joseph  C. 
McCullough,  mechanic,  Ilie  first  base  was  established  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie, Mich. , 
on  May  17th.  On  July  13th  a change  was  made  to  Blaney,  Mich,  The  first  plane 
to  be  used  was  an  02«.H,  but  in  July  one  of  the  new  Fairchild  photographic 
planes  v^as  made  available,  and  from  then  on  the  work  proceeded  more  satisfacto- 
rily and  with  considerably  more  comfort  during  the  flights  at  14,000  feet 
altitude.  This  plane  was  mounted  on  floats  and  flov/n  from  the  numerous  lakes 
in  the  area.  It  was  found  impractical  to  use  Lakes  Superior  and  Michigan, 
because  of  the  winds  and  rough  water  which  prevailed  a considerable  part  of  the 
time. 

Originally  it  v-as  contemplated  that  the  total  area  to  be  photographed  would 
be  3,500  square  miles,  but, due  to  the  many  difficulties  and  delays  encountered, 
the  project  was  called  off  when  a total  of  2826  square  miles  liad  been  completed. 
As  a result  of  this  mission,  it  v:as  recommended  that  in  future  photographic  mis- 
sions, in  a locality  where  adverse  ^veather  conditions  are  to  be  expected,  tvo 
planes  be  assigned  to  the  job  in  the  belief  that  this  would  lessen  the  cost  of 
the  project  and  probably  insure  its  completion. 

Another  difficulty  which  was  experienced  was  the  inability  to  secure 
proper  flight  maps.  It  was  found  that  both  the  magnetic  and  earth  inductor  com- 
passes were  very  variable  in  this  area,  and  in  flying  50-mile  strips  the  error 
was  too  great  for  photographic  purposes.  It  was  believed  that  this  error  was 
caused  by  the  large  iron  deposits  Iti  the  area.  Itonerous  retalces  were  made 
necessary  for  these  causes  and  this  both  delayed  and  increased  the  cost  of  the 
project. 

In  the  report  the  cost  of  the  entire  project  t©  the  Geological  Survey  was 
listed  at  $8,452.33,  This  included  only  the  expenses  of  the  personnel,  the 
cost  of  materials  used,  repairs  to  equipment,  and  the  cost  of  labor  in  connec- 
ti®n  with  the  developing  and  printing,  , .Thcrcijero  62  rolls  ©f  film  ex'oosed, 
from  which  4062  negatives  were  used  and  five  prints  of  each  furnished  the 
Geological  Survey,  ... 

— ^oOo— 

Another  3,000-square  mile  ];^otographic  project  was  recently  assigned  to 
the  21st  photo  Section,  Scott  Field,  and  it  is  ex^pected  that  1st  Lieut.  Willis 
R.  Tayl«r,  pilot;  Master  Sergeant  Nicolas  G.  Lou")os,  photographer;  and  Sergeant 
Jose-ph  C.  McCullough,  mechanic,  will  leave  shortly  to  begin  work  thereon. 

The  first  area  to  be  talcen  is  in  Louisiana  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  from  Baton  Rouge  to  the  Alabama  State  line,  and  comprises 
about  1300  square  miles.  The  strip  to  be  taken  is  about  17,5.  miles  vdde  by 
about  65  miles  in  length  and  includes  nearly  all  the  northern  half  of  Lake 
P®ntchartrain,  The  five  15- minute  quadrangles  included  in  the  area  are;  ’Pjrt 
Vincent,  Bayou  Barberry,  Strader,,  Chinchuba  and  Slidell ^ 

The  ;qarty  will  base  at  New  Orleans  with  the  Fairchild  photograr^ic  plane 
and  will  use  a K-3  camera  with  an  Scinch  lens.  With  a 14, 000- foot  altitude, 
the  negatives  should  cover  nearly  12,000  feet  in  depth  by  over  15,000  feet  in 
width.  The  usual  60^  overlap  will  be  talzen  on  all  uhotograuhs  with  the  strius 
overlapping  305^. 

Lieut,  Taylor  expects  this  portion  of  the  project  will  be  completed  within 
three  or  four  weeks,  depending  entirely  on  the  number  of  good  photographic 
(Jays  available,  and  then  the  party  will  shift  to  Memphis,  Tenn,  , for  the  second 
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-part  of  the  project,  which -includes -about  l-VSO  square  .miles.  , This  area  includes 
seven  fifteen-minute  quadrangles  in  the  northern  -part 'of' ’Miss'issin-pi,  these 
being:  Horn  Lalie,  Strayhornv,  Carter,  Crowder,  St^oyer,  Duncan  and  Hich.  IThe  area 
is  ..'irregular  in  Y/idth,  being; a, bout,  15.  miles  at  fhe.rnoftHern  end'and  oyer  45 ' . 

mile-s  at.  .the  southern  -part*  ■ , . . , . . , ' , ' ' . ' ' ' 

oOo ^ 

• ’ ' SUCH  IS  \ 

“Young  man,  I hope  you  nan  fly  as  well  as  your  father  could  -pitch,'"  was  ■■ 
the  remark  addressed  to  Lieut.  Mathewson,  Mr  Corps',  by 'rkj or  Andres  Sosa-  • ■ • 
Fuente.s,  Chilean  Military  and  Air  Attache  to  the  Embassy  at  London  for  the  past-- 
tY70  years,  upon  being  introduced  to  "Young  ty" '■  during  the  course  of  a visit  • 

to  Mitehel  Eield.  Major  .Sosa- Fuentes,  who  is' on  his  way  to  ■hiahome'‘co-antryi ■' 
was  su-pposed  to  have  arrived  at  Mitehel  Fie  Id.  by' -plane.  The  plans  fell  through-, 
however,  a’nd  he  arrived  by  train  instead  - bright  and  early. 

Lieut; .'August  ICissner  spent  the  day, on  a Cook’s  tour  of  the  -post  vdth 
the  visitor .from  Chile.  After  lunching  with  Major  Ryan  and  his  guide,  the 
latter  took  the  visitorjfor  a-flight  over  , He v;  York  City.  Major  was  particu- 

larly- thrilled  by  the.. sight  of  the  Empire  State  Biilding  towering  .over  the 
"other  massive  structures..,dn -the  great  city."  > h 

Major  Soza- Fuentes-  :sa-id  he  was  greatly,  ira-pressed  by  the , Air  Cor-ps  and  its 
activities.  He  said  he  had  no  idea  that  it  I'/as  so  big.  He  stated  that  Chile 
is  also  "coming  ahead"  in  aviation  Y/ith  five  military  fields,  three  naval  sea- 
plane bases  and  many  civilian  fields.  American  -.Dianes  are  well  re-Dresented  in 
th,  service,  as  there  is  an. American  factory  in  that  country  at  the  -present  ' 
ti  le.  He  also  expressed  regret  that  he  could  not  satisfy  his  desire  to  spend 
a year  in  the  United  States  studying  aviation.  . * 

oOo 

TWO  ARivIY  AIRMEH  VANISH  DURING  A CROSS-COUNTRY  ,TRIP' 

Three  days  of  continuous  searching  fafled  to  reveal  any  infor  mation  as^' to ' 
the  whereabouts  of  Lieut.  Jonathan  E.  Grasty  ahd  Cbrp'oral  ■philli-p' Sch-uchiiian,' 

13th  Attack  Scuadr on, • aepordiniV "■bha,l^©ts..,Letfer  f rora '■'Pof t ' ■ • 

Crockett'i...  Gafves-ton,  - Texapj.j^  ^ These  ■two’-’men  ..\7.e-re  .rs;po?"ted.  mlds'in'g  'SPmewhefe- 
betwe-en-  For-t  -.Gr-o.ekett  ;ai;,d-  'the. '>4ueii; . qamxD  at  J.'^tagqfda  late. '"^nday  hiX^ht 'Jan;'''  ■* 
llth,  after-  they  had  -failed,  do  arrive 'at  tlieir  . home  ..station.  The  co’ntiriled  ' 
failure  to  find  any  -trace  of  the  missing  aifraeri'j  who 'were  flying  an  A-3D,  pre- 
sents a case  as  baffling  as  the  disa-ppearance  ‘ of  the  CyclO'ps, 

Lieut.  Grasty  and  Corporal  Schuchman  left  Fort  Crockett  Saturday  for 
Brownsville,  Texas.  Leaving^at  the. same  time  a-nd  for  the  same  destination  \Yere 
Lieut.  Karl  Kalberer  and  Cor-pora.1  Pete  Martin,  also  of  the ''13th 'Attack  Squadron, 
Although  these  two  shfps  left  a.t  the  same  time  and  for  the  same  -place,  they 
were  on  se-parate  flying  missions.  On  their  return  from  Brownsville  Sunday  noon 
they  encountered  bad  weather,  made  u-d  of  a strong  North  wind  and  sheets  of  * ' 
driving  rain. 

It  was  getting  late  when  they  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Lfetagorda  Island, 
and  so  both  -planes  landed  there  to  send. a message  home  telling  where  they  were. 
HoY/ever,  as  the  station  was  closed  for  the  hight  at  5.:30  'p.ra.  , they  were  unable 
to  send  word  of  their  v/hereabouts  to  Fort  Crockett,  Although  the  weather  T;as 
bad,  both  -pilots  v/ere  confident -they,  could  find  their  way  home  in  the  growing 
darkness  and,  ^rather  than  have  any  anxiety  felt- regarding  their  safety,  they 
took  off  for  honie,^ 

According  to  the  account  of  Lieut.  Kalberer  and  Cor-poral  Martin,  the.  ceil- 
ing was  very  limited  and  -probably  was  not  any.  greater  than  75  feet.  'Tie  two' 
shiips'  left  Matagorda  at  about;  6.;, 00  xD:.m.,,.and  at  about  6:45  p.m,'  they  beqame  ^ 
seiparated  from  each  other.,  Lieut.  Kalberer..  was  so  busy  vdth  the  controls  "'that  ■ 
he  was  unable  to  laee-p  an  eye  on  the  other  .-piane-.  Corporal . Martin. . h.owevbr,' ' 
vratched  .them  as  long  as  they  were,  visible  in, -the.  growing  darjdiess.  He. .states 
they  v/ere  belov/  him  and  Lieut,  Kalberer  and  somewhat  tq  dhe  rear,  off  to' .one 
side'. -and  about  25  feet;  from  the  water.  , At  this- .time,  tLe.  .-planes- were  about  five', 
miles  out  over  the  Gulf  and,  as  later  related  by  Lieut . Kalberer they' were, 
unn-ble  to  distinguish  land- from  water.  ..  . . : . . * 

A few  minutes  later,  Lieut.  Kalberer  headed  for  land  and.'sdine  lil^its  which. 
Were  visible  through  the. -thickening -fog.  - -They 'were 'still  unable  to.' mbke  .out  .' 
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the  terrain  ■'beneath  them  and  fearing  they  vrere  lost  they  began  to  take  altitude 
■ in  order  to  bail  out,  v/hen  they  sav;  tho  Causev;ay  lights  far  ahead  of  them.  A 
fetv  min;.tes  later  they  arrived  at  the  home  airdrome  safe  and  sound, 

Fnen  told  tha.t  Lieut.  G-rasty  and  Cornoral  5chucruiia.n  had. not  arrived  as  yet, 
ijieut.'  Kalberer  and  Co.rporal  Ivlartin  took  off  immediately  and  retraced  nart  of 
their  course.  Unable  to  find  any  trace  of  the  missing  nlane  and  its  occunants, 
they  returned  to  the  airdrome. 

The  next  morning  every  available  mlane  in  the  3rd  At  tael!  Group  v.as  serviced 
and  xJ'U-t  into  the  search  for  the  missing -airmen.  Areas  \7ere  mapped  off  and 
■planes  'sent  to  search  that  particular  spot.  The  patrols  were  up  for  three 
hours  each  time  and  were  continued  until  darlaiess,  when  the  ships  were  serviced 
and  put  in  readiness  for  a dami  patrol. 

Local  radio  stations  were  notified,  as  was  the  Eadiomarine  Corporation. 

The  latter  radioed  all  vessels  clearing  from  or  arriving  at  Galveston.  It  was 
estimated  tliat  Lieut.  Grasty  had  enough  gas  to  fly  for  about  two  hours  from 
the  time  last  seen.  ;Long  distance  telephone  calls  were  sent  to  94  tovais  in 
the  vicinity  of  Matagorda,  Ereewort  and  Bay  City.  It  was. not  long  before  the 
Operations  Office  began  receiving  calls  from  people  who  re-p.orted  hearing  the 
missing  plane  at  various  times.  There  v;as  a man  stationed  in  the  0-perations 
Office  to  receive  all  of  these  calls  and  check  them  on  a map.  Reports  v;ere 
received  from'  Brazos;>ort , 'Velasco,  and  Sdmoiids , stating  a plane  had  been  heard 
the  preceding  night.  The  call  from  Edmonds-  was  to  the  effect  that  the  plane 
was  heard  flying  over  there  at  about  8:45  u.m.  This  appeared  to  be  authentic, 
and  as  further  calls  came  in  it  appeared  as  if  the  missing  men  had  really  got- 
ten over  land  and  were  in  the  vicinity  of  the  towns  they  were  re -lorted  as  fly- 
ing over.  ■ In  the  m.eantime,  the  Eoliker  Trans  port  v^as  converted  into  a flying 
ambulance  in  .case  the  men-  were  found.  Its  motors  were  kent  warmed  up  so  no 
delay  vrould  be  encountered  in  its  talcing  off, 

Ti'^enty- seven  planes  took  off  at  davm  Tuesday  morning  on  a patrol  scheduled 
to  last  until  noon.  All  planes  were  eou.ipued  v.ftii  belly  tanks.  Tuesday  ;?ro- 
duced  more  rum.ors  but  ended  v;ith  the  case  more  of  a mystery  than  ever.  On 
Wednesday  the  search  was  continued  desuite  the  threa^tened  gas  shoi’tage.  The 
tank  cars  arrived  in  time,  however,  and  no  hitch  was  encountered.  The  Coast 
Guard  Cutter  SARAEAC,  which  had  been  patrolling  the  Gulf,  gave  up  on  Wesnesuay 
and  left  a smaller  -patrol  boat  to  continue  the  search  of  the  waters. 

U;o  to  this  writing  the  -planes  of  the  3rd  ,...ttack  Group  have  put  in  481 
hours  and  35  minutes  in  the  air  in  the  search  for  Lieut.  Grasty  and  Corporal 
Schuchman, 

According  to  the  Galveston  HEWS  of  January  17th,  part  of  an  airplane  v;ing, 
a life  preserver  and  wheel,  picked  uu  on  the  beach  seven  miles  southwest  of  San 
Luis  Pass,  revealed  the  mute  story  of  the  disa -^uearance  of  the  two  Attack  Group 
airmen.  .The  body  of  Corporal  Schuchman  .was  later  recovered. 

• oOo 

HEW  EqUHPmiT  EOR  THE  AIR  CORPS 

Contracts  for  nevf  aircraft  and  engines  for  the  Army  Air  Cores,  involving 
an  expenditure  of  $1,190,397.05,  were  recently  approved  by  the  Assistant 
Secretary  of  Vifar.  Th.o  contract  for  $366,495.55,  av/arded  the  Curtiss  Aeroplane 
and  Motor  Company,  Inc.,  Garden  City,  L.I.,  Hev'  York,  calls  for  30  Observation 
type  planes.  Model  O-IG,  and  spare  parts.  .These  -ilanes  are  standard  produc- 
tion-ty^pes  which  are  in  use  by  the  Army  Air  Cor->s.  They  will  be  povrered  with 
the  Curtiss,  Model  V-1150-E,  435' h.p.  waterTCooled  engines, 

• Tv/o  ■ contracts,  aggregating  fhe  sum  of  $823,901.40,  awarded  the  ’'^^right 
Aeronautical  Co.rporation,  Paterson,  IT.J.  , call  for  a total  cf  118  engines.  One 
of  these  contracts  is  for  60  Curtiss  V-1150-E  engines  for  installation  in  the 
0-lG  Observation  -planes,  a.nd  the  other  for  10  Curtiss  Model  V-1570-C  and  48 
Curtiss,  Model  Gl'V-1570-C  engines  and  snare  -parts.  These  engines  are  required 
for  installation  in  various  service  test  ty^es  of  airplanes.  The  number  of 
engi'nes  in  each  case  will  be  s'ufficient ’for  installation  in  the  airplanes 
mentioned  above,  a'xid  leave  an  adequate  number  for  spares.  The  V-1570  series 
are  Pres  tone- cooled,  600  horsenower,  the  model  -prefixed  by  the  letter  "G" 
being  a geared  tyoe. 
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WM  OHDERS  APPEC^IIG  AIE  COSTS  OFFICERS 


Changes  of  Station;  ■ Follor/ing  officers  to  -oroceed  to  Phili-yoines  for 
duty:  Sailing  from  Seu  York,  May  5th  - 1st  Lieut'.  John-L.  Hitchings,  uuon  con^. 
;pletion' of  present  course  of  instruction  at  Air  Coros  Technical  School'—  Sail 
ing  from  levf  York,  a’oout  August  ICth:  Cantain  Walter  J.  Peed,  1st  Lieut .Hotrarfl 
k.  Engler  and  Snd- Lieut,  George  J,  Eopright,  U'>on  completion  of  uresent  course 
®f  instruction  at  Air  Corps-  Technical  School. 

Upon  connlet ion  of  tour  of  duty  in  Paiiam,  1st  Lieuts,  John  M.  Davies  to 
Rocla7ell  Field,  Calif,;  Edmund  C,  Lynch  to  Air  Cor;ps  Training  Center,  Dun«an 
Field,  Texas,  also  1st  Lieut-.  Laurence  C.  Craigie.  • 

Upon  conroletion  of  tour  of  duty  in  Philippines,  Capt.  frn.  0.  Butler  to 
Langley  Field,  ?a, ; 1st  Lieuts.  Charles  T.  l^ers,  Jr,,  teorge  H.  Steel  and 
allace  E.  Uhitson  to  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas;  Edward 
M.  Morris  to  Fort  Crockett,  Texas;  Thomas  U.  Bladchurn  to  Houston,  Texas,  as 
Instructor,  36th  Division  Aviation,  Texas  national  &iard. 

Upon  completion  of  tour  of  duty 'in  Hawaiian  Department,  Capt*  FranL^  H. 
Pritchard  to  Fort  Sill,  Okla. ; 1st  Lieuts.  Carl  W,  Pyle  to  Rockwell  Field,  ' 
Calif.;  G3aomas  M.  Lowe  to  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  Washington,  D.C.;  Capt. 
Harry  G-.  Montgomery  to  Bolling  Field,  D.C.;  1st  Lieut.  Benjamin  E.  Griffin  to 
Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas;  1st  Lt,  Richard  H.  Dean  to  Crissy  Field,  Calif. 

Following  tfficers  to  proceed  to  Panama  for  duty  « sailing  March  18th  - j 
Capt.  James  F.  Powell,  Scott  Field,  111.;  2nd  Lt.  Lloyd  H.  Tull,  Aberdeen  il 
Proving  Ground,  Md. sailing  frora  lTevr  York,  May  5th  - 2nd  Lieuts,  Linus  D. 
Frederick,  Chanute  Field;  Joel  G.  0*Heal,  Dodd  Field,  Texas;  ■ Hathan  B. Forrest,! 
upon  completion  of  course  at  Air  Corps  Technical  School,  Chanute  Field,  111.  | 

Following  officers  to  proceed  to  Hawaiian  De-partment  for  duty;  Sailing 
April  9th,  1st  Lieuts. Donald  D.  FitzGerald  and  David  M.  Ramsay,  -Brooks  Field; 
Deraas  T.  Craw,  Kelly  Field;-2nd  Lieut.  Kenneth  P.  McHaughton,  upon  coimpletion 
of  present  course  of  instruction  at  Air  Corps  Technical  School,  sailing  Aug.  12' | 
1st  Lieut.  Glenn  C.  Salisbury,  Kelly  Field,  to  Boston,  lfe,ss. , for  duty  ' 
with  Organized  Reserves,  1st  Corps  Area. 

Detailed  to  the  Air  Coros . and  to  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  for  Primary  Flyia^j 
tiaining;  March  1st  - Pnd  Lieut.  John  P.  Doyle,  Jr Coast  Artillery  Corps;  : 
July  1st  - Snd  Lieuts.  Wm,  T.  Hefley,  Jr,  , Corps  of  Engineers;  Morton  E.ToT/nesi 
and  John  U.  Joyes,  Jr. , Infantry. 

Relieved  from  detail  to  the  Air  Coros ; 2nd  Lieuts.  '"alter  S.  Ahern  to 
18th  Infantry,  Fort  Schuyler,  IT. I.;  Albert- J.  Mandlebaum  to  -Signal  Corps,  2nd 
Division,  Fort  Sara  Houston,  Texas;  John  H.  Iftirrel  to  Infantry,-  2nd  Division,'  , 
Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas;  Thomas  Mifflin  to  18th  Infantry,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.I.;  i 
Andrew  p.  O’Meara  to  4th  Field  Artillery,  Fort  Robinson,  Eeb.;  Franlc  T,  Folk  i 
to-  11th  Infantry,  Fort  Benjamin  Harrison,  Iiid. 

Reserve  Officers  to  active  duty  to  June  30,  1930;  From  February  18th  - ^ 
2nd  Lieuts.  Alton  S.  Fell,  Trenton,  E.J'. , to  Mitci.ol  Field,  N.Y.  ; to  Langley  i 
Field,  Va. ; Clifford  P.  Euruor  , Scentre,  Canada;  Theodore  Quentin  Graff, 
Perryville,  Mo;  Morris  Reed  Ihight,  St.  Joseph,  Me.-  To  Dodd  Field,  Texas; 
Arthur  C.  Robertson,  Abilene,  Texas;  To  Fort  Crockett,  Texas;  Clayton  Stiles, 
Walla  Walla,  Wash.  - To’ Post  Field,  Okla.;  .George  Leonard  Houle,  Renton,  Wash., 
and  J.  Will  Campbell,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  ~ To  Seifr.T.dge  Field,  Mich.  ~ Arnold, 
T.  Johnson,  Wilmot,  S.D.  -'From  Febraa,ry  lOth,'  2n'u  L-'cn-^--.  D-ciald  C.  TJalbridge, 
San  Antonio,  Texa.s,  to  Dodd  Field,  Texas.  « From  Peb,  lot',  Paul  Hinds .Weleetka, 
QlTLa.  , to  Selfridge  Field,  Mich.'  - From  Feb,  6th,  Hei\dn  S.  Hollidge,  East 
Milton,  IfeLss, , to  Langley  Field.  ~ From  April  2nd,  John  Jerry  Ihlvey,  San 
Diego,  Calif,,  to  Rockv/ell  Field,  Calif.  From  A-)ril  14th,  Ibrman  L.  ^rr, 
Boyle,  Miss,,  to  France  Field,  Panama*  - From  Feb*  18th , George  V.  Freiburger, 
Hortonville,  Wis,,  to  Langley  Field,  • - 

Promotions ; j\fajor  Augustine  W.  Robins  to  Lieut.-^OoloneJ , To  Captain, with 
ranlc  from  Dec,  lOth,  1st  Lieut.  Kerry  G.  Montgomery!  to  Captain,  with  rank  fron' 
-Jan.  1,  1931;-  1st  Lieuts.  Fred  C.-  Kelson',  James  A.  Hes.ly,  Edward  M.  Morris, 
Gh.arles  Douglas,  Hugh 'A.  Bivins,  Burton  F,  Lev/is,  Elmer  J.  BoT^ling,  Orin  J. 
Bushey;  from  Jan,  3rd  - Fred  S.  Borum;  from  January  9th,  George  W.  Polk,  Jr.;  ! 
from  January -11  til,  Devereux  M.  %ers;  from  Jan,  14th  - Alfred  Wk  ferriner  and  1 
Guy  H.  Gale.  | 

Retirements . due  to  disability  incident  to  service;  2nd  Lieut.  Clarence  f 
K.  Roath,  Jan,  31,  1931;  Captain  Aubrey  I.  Eagle,  Jan.  31,  1931;  1st  Lieut. 
Kellogg  Sloan,  January  31,  i93l. 
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inSTSmEHS  FLYING 


Ex;;;ressir-g  his  oelief  that  instrcjnent  flying,'  may  "be  of  great  tactical 
..value  to  the  Air  Corps,  Captain  J.  E.  Cannon,  Air  Corps,  Senior  Instmctor  of 
Vjbh®  Bi^s'ait- Section':-. of  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio, 
'3ia.a  .rev)ort  of  e:rperiinental  instrument,  or  "'blind  flying"  hy  the  4-3rd  School 
S'c^dron,.. .outlines  .many  advantages  ’.hich  this  type  of  flying  promises  to 
.hring  fO:rth.  As  to  its  value  in  nar  operations.  Captain  Cannon  goes  on  to  say 
that. on  the- -Rest  coast ' the  fog- generally  crnrns  out  at  about  lOjOO  a.m.  The 
enemy’s  air  force  could  he  over  their  oh^iective  as  the  fog  lifted,  make  their 
'atta,cks  and  retire  before  our  forces  could  leave  the  ground.  Clear  v/eather  at 
Washington  extending  to  the  east  coast  - an  urgent  necessity  for  air  rein- 
forcements- in  the  east  - our  air  force  hold  at  Dayton  by  low  clouds  and 
storms  over  the  Alleghenies.  Given  the  instro.ments  in  our  planes  and  the 
proper  training  for  our  pilots,  either  'iroblem  could  be  easily  eolved, 

. Various  pilots  on  duty  with  the  4Srd  School  Scueidron  have  for  some  yea.rs 
be^n  intensely  Interested  in  flj^-ing  by  instruments,  usin,,  thick  layers  of 
clouds  v;ith  a safe  ceiling  as  the  laboratory.  By  this  method  it  became  euite 
obvious  to  pilots  of  the  organization  tiia.t  it  ’.Tas  possible  to  fly  "blind"  and 
using  only  the  "Banlb  and  Turn,"  compass,  altimeter  and  air  speed  as  an  artifi- 
cial horizon,  and  that  the  "bear  stories"  of  pilots  who  had  flov.n  "'olind"  ”ith- 
out  the  aid  of  instroments  were  just'  idle  fancies.  Members  of  the  Squadron 
have  talben  off  in  heavj^  fog  - v.'ith  onl^-  the  stendeu’d  Air  Cor'iS  instruments  as 
a horizon  - for  cross- count ip-  flights  when  good  weather  re-ports  had  been  re- 
ceived from,  the  contemplated  destination  of  the  flip^it.  On  one  occasion  a 
member  of  the  Scruadron,  very  aiuious  to  return  to  Kelly  Field  from  Muskogee, 
Oklahoma,  arose  to  find  the  field  blanketed  with  a heavy  fog.  An  excellent 
weather  report  came  in  from.  Kelly  Field.  Resolving  to  take  off  in  the  fog, 
get  above  it,  and  proceed  to  San  Antonio,  the  pilot,  after  gaining  1500  feet 
altitude,  found  himself  above  the  fog  in  bri^it  sunshine,  and  at  the  Red  River 
the  fog  disappeared. 

Daring  the,  summer  of  1950,  lag  or  William  C.  Ocker,  Air  Corps,  offered  to 
turn  over  a Sperry  e.rtificia,l  horizon  and  a directional  gyrosco'pe,  which  had 
been  loaned  to  him  by  the  S'^erry  Company,  for  the  use  of  the  45rd  Squadron. 

The  offer  was  accepted  and  the  instruirents  installed  in  a Pl-D  airplane.  For 
some  time  very  few  0'p-)ortunities  were  offered  for  the  trial  of  the  instrunents 
in  clouds  or  fog.  The  pilots  used  this  -jeriod  to  become  thoroughly  fajniliar 
with  the  instruments  a-nd  their  eccentricities,  "'ith  the  arrival  of  Fall,  many 
opportunities  were  offered  for  testing  the  instruments  in  clouds  and  fog.  On 
numerous  occasions  pilots  remained  in  the  air  for  over  an  hour  without  getting 
out  of  the  fog  bank  - flying  "blind"  - but  being  careful  to  feel  their  way  out 
over  the  flat  country  to  the  east  of  San  Antonio,  iifter  becoming  acquainted 
v;ith  the  instruments,  no  difficulty  or  undue  strain  ?ra.s  experienced  in  flying 
long  periods  with  them. 

It  was  then  decided  to  use  the  instrunent  plane  as  the  horizon-  for  other 
planes  flying  in  formation  therewith.  Using  instruators,  this  scheme  worked 
out  successfully  with  three  and  six-- lane  fommations',  althor.gh  the  second  -ele- 
ment had  a little  difficul'ty.  This- diffi ail ty  could  be  overcome  with  more 
experience. 

In  November,  an  instrsmctor  found  himself  with  t-'-'O  .students,  at  a ceiling 
of  2,000  feet,  which  eliimina.ted  any  hazard  to  the  venture,  and  heav;;;’  clouds 
above.  Vfithout  giving  the  stuaents  any  intimation  of  vCiat  was  coming,  he 
eased  them  into  the  clouds.  using  the  instructor's  plane  as  the  horizon, 
the  students,  although  at  first  ha.ving  the  customary  sensation  of  turning  and 
bai'jlcing  opposite  to  the  a.ctual  direction,  were  able  to  follow  the  lea.der  with 
little  difficulty.  An  altitude  of  5,000  feet  was  reached  without  coming  >-.-.t 
of  the  clouds.  At  first,  gentle  banks  and  turns  v:ere  ina,de.  These  were  follow- 
ed b;/  clLmbing  and  diving  turns.  Having  been  through  the  "box  and  chair"  and 
receiving  a little  experience  in  flying  "under  the  hood,"  the  s-tudents  Imei' 
their  senses  were  wrong  and  quite  easily  became  accustomed  to  flying  with  the 
instructor's  plane  as  their  horizon.  'The  instructor  had  no  trouble  watching 
the  horizon  and  the  students  and  at  the  samie  time  keeping  his  position  fairly 
accurate  so  as  to  come  out  over  the  0";en  country. 

A.t  another  time,  with  bumpy  air  and  a ceiling  of  only  400  feet,  the  in- 
structor with  the  instrument  -plane  took  his  students,  two  at  a time,  through 
the  dLouds  to  4,500  feet  to  unlimited  ceiling  and  smooth  air.  The  other  in- 
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stractors  were  forced  to  work  below  400  feet  and  in  binTny  air.  Finally,  after 
thorou{^lily  demonstrating  that  students  could  indefinitely,  without  undue  strain,  (1 
fly  formation  in  fog  by  using  the  lea,der’s  ulane  as  the  horizon,  it  was  decided  \\ 
to  talie  a number  of  planes  in  formation  into  the  fog  and  then,  by  shar-j  maneuv-  i- 
ering  lose  one  of  them  in  the  thick  of  it.  '.‘'ith  a ceiling  of  2,000  feet  a-nd  ! 

heavy  clouds  extending  to  S,500  feet,  the  instr-oment  plane  was  sent  out  v/ith  in-  :| 
stiuctions  to  intercept  Flight  ”0"  and  talcie  them  to  7,000  feet  for  work'^out,  ' S 
being  sure  to  disengage  one  mem.ber  from  the  flight  detached  at  afoout  4,500  feet.  A 
lEhe  mission,  was  successfully  performed.  The  member  detached  from  the  flight,  'i 
losing  his  horizon,  spun  out.  The  remaining  members  had  their  prescribed  sun 
bath  at  7,000  feet,  after  ’rhicli  they  were  returned  to  1600  feet  and  ordered  to 
continue  their  training.  ' | 

Aside  from  the  tactical  value  of  "blind  flying,"  nmch  valuable  ■)ro•^erty  ■:  i 
and  many  irre'-jlaceable  lives  could  be  saved  by.  ecp.ipwing  our  -;,lanes  v.uth'  xjroper  ; 
instroiiients  and  teaching  our  milots  to  use  them  correctly.  Many  pilots  have 
been  saved  by  sheer  . luck  and  not  because  of  their  ovm  skill.  Instances  ma.y  be 
cited  in  the  case  of  veteran  Air  Corps  wilots,  a Camtain  rdiile  on  his  way  from 
Rockwell  to,  Ivfe.rch  Field,  and  two  Lieutenants  , one  v.hile  flying  between  Cheyenne, 
VJyoming,  and  Salt  Lalce  City,  Utah,  and  another  while  flying  between  Dayton  and 
Washington.  The  case  of  Lieut.  Irvin  A.  Woodring,  who  flew  across  the  contin- 
ent, carrying  important  documaents  , may  also  be  mentioned.  Other  wilots  have  i 

saved  themselves  by  using  their  ua.rackates,  vdiereas  the  thousands  of  dollars  ' 

lost  in  the  crash  of  the  plane  could  have  been  saved  by  spending  a fe\7  hundreds 
of  dollars  for  instroments  and  teaching  our  ailots  hov;  to  use  them  . Other 
•pilots  lost  their  lives  with  the  destruction  of  their  planes,,  and  Lieut. 

Caldwell,  -’.Tho  lost  his  life  while  accom panying  Lieut,  'uodring  eastv;ard,  may  be 
meiitioned  in  this  connection.  We  know  definitely  what  hap-.'ened  in  this  case, 
because  Lieut.  Woodring  was  caught  ixi  the  same  storm  and  was  saved  merely  by  a 
lucky  break.  Many  other  fatal  accidents  have  occurred  in  which  all  indications 
pointed  to  a lack  of  afoility  on  the  --jart  of  the  wilot  to  fly  by  instruments.  ■! 

Captain  Cannon  is  of  the  belief  thak  all  airwlanes  should  be  equi-p;ped  with 
the  very  latest  practical  "blind  flying"  instiuments.  The  "Suerry  Horizon"  is 
not  entirely  satisfactory,  and  in  its  -present  stage  of  development  should  not  be 
procured  in  large  quantities.  If  the  airplane  is  nut  in  any  position  beyond  a f 

90-degTee  banlc,  the  horizon  becomes  "cockeyed"  and  will  not  return  to  normal  ,7 

until  the  gyro  has  stopped^  Obviously,  if  -fne  -pilot  had  to  fight  his  way 

through  "Blind"  weather  after  having  been  in  an  engagement,  he  ’.Tould  find  him- 
self without  a horizon.  The  correction  of  this  fault  should  offer  no  undue  dif-  'r! 
ficulty.  The  directional  (^ncoscoje  is  very  essential  to  prolonged  accurate 
"blind  flying."  It  can  possibly  be  refined  somev.hat,  but  is  satisfactory  for  , 
procurement  in  large  n-urabers  at  -present.  Tliis  instrmiient  does  away  v/ith  all 
the  turning  errors  of  the  standard  compasses  installed  in  our  -danes.  The  , ! 

fact  that  it  -precesses  slightly  is  relatively  uniiiT-'ortant . 

"Blind  flying"  can  be  done  with  the  bank  and  turn  indicator  in  combination 
with  other  instruments  non-nally  installed  in  our  planes,  but  any  prolonged  work  ; 
entails  terrific  strain  on  the  pilot,  for  during  all  this  time  his  entire  ener-  .j; 
gies  are  glued  to  the  instn'iments  in  an  effort  to  kee-'-  the  -plane  under  control. 
After  be  coming.' accustomed  to  flying  vrltli  instruments,  such  as  the  Sperry  Horizon 
and  the  directional  gyrosco-pe,  little  more  effort  is  recfuired  than  when  flying  ‘ 
with  the  normal  horizon.  ■■  ij 

In  conclusion.  Captain  Cannon  believes  that,  a's  a precautionary  measure  ^ 
against  accident,  a good  artificial  horizon  raihs  next  to  the  parachute.  If  the  u 
instruments  are  in  the  plane  and  the  p^ilots  are  properly  trained  to  use  them,  > i 
the  parachute  will  not  have  to  be  used  cniite  so  frequently.  It  will  prevent  the 
needless  sacrifice  of  hundreds  of  thousand  of  dollars  lost  in  crashed  aircraft,  | 
and  it  will  save  hu-nan  life, 

oOo ‘ '^s 


COiMEDY  SKETCH  RESULTS  IIJ  WASHOUT  FOR  CADETS 

Tile  Hews  Letter  Corres'pondent  from,  the  Cadet  Detacliment,  Air  Corps  Primary  'I 
Fljung  School,  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  feels  that  -possibly  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  lower  class  was  initially  received  when  the  upper  class  was  absent,  or  be-  > 
cause  the  upper  class  cannot  completely  recall  its  activities  of  bygone  days, 
the  A-stage  boys  seem  to  be  a much  more  sensational  lot  than  the  senior  students.'''; 
"Ho  one  in  our  class,"  he  says,  "ever  liad  the  imagination  to  do  eights  around 
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the  Smith- Yo'ang ' Toner , or  .stage  oa-rties  in'  nost  hospitals,  or  wrap  upper- class- 
men in  sacks  and  heave  them  "bodily  out  of  the  barracks  into  the  mud.  Last  week, 
however,  marked  'hat  might  he  termed  the  -piece  de  resistance  of  gestures.  Ac- 
cording to  Cadet  talk,  t\7o  lov/er  classmen  found  themselves  in  the  -position  of  a'n 
imminent  washout,’  v/hereu'pon  the 57- hit  upon  the  little  idea  of  giving  each  other  a 
check  ride  -preliminary  to  that  shortly  to  he  rendered  unto  them  hy  Lieut,  Carter, 
And  they  did.  They  took  a PT,  and  one  -played  the  student  ’-and  the  other- the 
instructor.  The  "instructor”  would  give  his  pupil  forced  landings,  lecture  him 
forcefully  on  his  undesirable  flying  tendencies,  smoke  cigarettes,  and  carry  on 
thus  until  it  heca-riie  his  harn  to  he  student  while  his  companion  became  the  care- 
free critic,  Pihally,  the  .story  goes,  the  -pair  landed  and  taxied  U'p  to  the  main 
Mngar  line,  where  they  were  received',  without  enthusiasm,  hy  the  aforementioned 
Lieut.  Carter  who,  without  of  course  m.ea-ning  to  reflect  upon  their  ability  as 
instructors,  washed  them  out  without  much  ado." 

— —oOo — • 

' BFAUTIFYIH&  THL  lTlW'TILlDTIhG  CMTER 

A hea'atification  project  on  a huge  scale,  which  will  convert  what  was  once 
a large  farm  area  into  one  of  the  garden  s--)ots  of  the  southwest,  was  recently 
started  at  Randolph  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  with  the  trans'planting  of  trees, 
bushes  and  shrubbery  under  the  direction  of  Ca-pt.  A.W.  Parker,  Constructing 
Quartermaster.  The  landscaping  is  in  charge  of  1st  Lieut.  F.G.  Bone,  landsca^pe 
architect. 

■""'ith  the  1,900-acre  landing  area,  v;hich  surro’unds  a building  area  cf  485 
acres,  alrea.dy  converted  into  a vast  lav;n,  v.’ork  of  transferring  the  various  trees 
and  -plants  from  the  spoecial  nursery  and  greenhouses  to  the  various  -parts  of"  the 
building  area  is  keeping  -pace  -with  the  rapid  conr^letion  of  construction  work  at 
the  field. 

Before  landsca-ping  of  the  entire  bi'.ilding  area  is  com-ilebed,  250,000  . .v! 

flov/ers,  -plants,  bushes,  shiubs  and  trees,  varying  in  size  from  -pansies  to  palm 
trees,  will  have  been  set  out.  About  150,000  are  nov'  in  the  nursery  or  green- 
houses, v/hich  cover  an' area  of  about  32  acres.  More  than  20,000  already  have 
been  -planted,  although  only  the  five-;pointed  Air  Corps  star  and  the  name 
"Randol-ph  Field"  which  greet  the  eye  at  the  entrance  of  the  field  have  been 
corn-pleted. 

In  order  to  raainta'in  the  general  color  scheme  of  the  field  the  year  ’roiind, 
evergreens  will  be  used  extensively  both  along  the  pe.rlcways  and  drives  and 
around  the  'ijuildiiigs  and  homes.  Aooroximately  1,500  palms,  S'panish  oak  and  live 
oak  trees  vail  be  set  out  along  the  boulevards  to  lend  a majestic  arpearance  in 
kee-ping  with  the  modified  architecture  being  followed  in  all  buildings  on  the 
field. 

Many  native  Texas  trees  and  shrubs  will  be  olanted  at  various  snots,  in- 
cluding Texas  cedars,  Texas  cactus,  agarita,  youp^on,  senisa,  holly,  dasyliroan, 
sumac,  many  species  of  yucca,  and  agava.  Other  s’oecies  cf  shrubs  to  be  exten- 
sively used  are  arbovitaes,  spreading  cedar,  Arizona,  Italian  and  other  s-oecies 
of  cypress,  various  kinds  of  -^rivets,  elae;-,nus,  cherry  laurel  and  mag-nolia. 

Lieut.  Bone  is  p-)lan-ning  a tri-p  by  -)lane  to  Arizona  a:  d Few  Mexico  during  the  next 
few  weeks  to ’bring  back  some  cf  the  rare  s'oecies  of  cactus  to  be  found  there. 

As  fast  as  the  "builc-ings  and  quarters  are  coi;r;>leted , the  sta.ff  of  civilian 
experts  will  start  setting  out  the  various  flov/ers  and  shrubs  around  them.  Each 
barrack  and  the  homes  of  the  officers  and  noncommissioned  officers  will  receive 
i'iidividua,!  care  'oo  make  them  attractive  and  kee-p  them  in  harmony  with  the ’gener- 
al architectural  and  landsca-ping  schemes. 

The  seeds  or  cuttings  are  planted  in  three  greerdiouses  , each  about  40  feet 

by  200  feet.  Three  tiers  of  earth-filled  boxes  are  required  for  the  huge  number 

of -plants  and  flowers  vhich  must  be  started  -under  glass  before  they  can  be  trans- 
planted. '.Then  they  have  attained  the  -7ro')er  stage  of  growth,  they  are  transferred 
to  a lath  house  where  they  ca'n  be  closely  watched  ■until  they  are  ready  to  be  set 

out  along  the  drives,  in  -parks,  or  around  the  homes' or  quarters.  Many  of  the 

larger  trees  and  shrubs  are  started’ in  a cold  frame,  v/hich  is  also  under  glass, 
a,na  lo.ter  trans-planted  to  their  rroiov  -ilace, 

A lily  ppool  has  been  constructed  on  the  nursery  ground  for  the  growing  of 
aquatic  -'slants  vhich  -v/ill  be  tra:nsfer-x*ed  later  to  -pools  iii  various  sections,  .of 
the  grounds.  Three  cohDosts  have  been  dug  to  kee-:  the  fertilizer  until  it  is 
ready  to  be  -put  out  on  the  flower  beds  or  shrubs. 
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Assisti3g,£v-iBleut.i  a’' civili'an''"staf‘f  of  trained  workers,,..  J.J.  • Poigpr-Sy-V 

desii^niniC.-  engineer,  is  assistant  to  Lieut.  Bone.  - San  Antonio  liKPRESS. 

pOo 

THE  ARMY  AIR  CORPS  FIELD  EXERCISES  FOR  1931. 

The  1931  Army  Air  Coris  Field  Exercises  oy  the  First  Air  Division  will 
"begin  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  Lfey  18th,  end  at  Washington,  D.C.,  on  May  30th,  and 
\7ill  cover  the  Atlantic  sea'board  as  far  north  as  Bangor  and  as  far  south  as 
Horfolk,  according  to  a statement  made  recently  hy  the  Hon.  F.  ^ru'bee  Davison, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War  for  Aeronautics.  In  addition,  Mr.  Davison  made  it 
known  that  the  First  Air  Division  will  consist,  of  205  Pursuit  -planes,  335  Ob- 
servation, 51  Attack,  36  Bombardment  and  45  Transports  - 672  planes.  The  -per- 
sonnel totals  740  officers  and  631  enlisted  me-n. 

The  various  Air  Corps  and  Rational  Gua.rd  squadrons  will  concentrate  at 
Wright  and  Fairfield  airdromes  near  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  May  15th  and  17th.  From 
May  18th  to  20th,  inclusive,  there  will  be  .formation  and  combat  practices  by 
the  entire  division. 

The  war  starts  on  the  morning  of  Ma,y  21st  when,  by  various,  routes,  the  . 
aerial  armada  will  descend  ivoon  Hew  York  City.  The  division  \7ill  not  travel 
as  a unit  because  the  fuel  dem.ands  would  be  too  great  foi*  the  airports  along 
any  one  airway  between  Dayton  and  Hew  York.  For  that  reason,  some  -planes  will 
go  by  way  of  up-state  Hew  York  - Buffalo,  Rochester  and  Syracuse;  others  by 
way  of  Pittsburgh,  Harris'burg,  Washington,  Baltimore  and  Philadekphia.  On  ar- 
rival in  Hew  York,  -olanes  will  land  at  Mitchel  Field,  which  will  be  Division 
Headopiarters , and  adjacent  airdromes.  From  tliat  moment  until  Sunday,  war  con- 
ditions will  exist  and  bri-ng  into  -olay  a varied  program  of  combat  demonstra- 
tions. The  details  for  that  -program  are  now  being,  worked  out  and  will  be  an- 
nounced later. 

On  Sunday,  Iv5ay  24th,  the.  Division  v/ill  uoceed  to  Boston  and  other  air- 
dromes in  that  section  of  Her;  England.  Tliis  time  the  division  will  fly  in 
full  battle  form-ation.  . As  it  -proceeds  northward,  He.rtford,  Hew  Haven  a'nd 
Providence  wall  be  attacked..  Tliat  night,  weather  permitting,  there  will  be 
night  attacks  over  the  .Boston  Area.  . On  May  25th,  the  attack  program  staged 
over  Hew;  York,  will  be  re;pea.ted  over  Boston.  One  grou-)  of  planes  - Bombardment 
or  Observation  - will  be  directed  to  attack  Portland  and  Bangor,  Maine,  by  way  . 
of  Vermont  and  Hew  .Ham.p shire. 

Having  covered  the  coast  line,  the  Air  Division  will  continue  its  advance 
on  the  26th  by  flying  westward  over  Springfield,  Troy,  Schenectady  and  Albany. 
Then,  following  the  Hudson  River,  the  division  will  return  to  its' original  Hew 
York  airdrom.es.  On  May  27th,  Atlantic  City,  Trenton,  Hewark  and  Jersey  City 
will  serve  aS  targets.  On  the  completion  of  those  missions,  the  division  w/ill 
return  to  Hew  York..  May  28th  will  be  maintenance  and  inspection  day  wdth  full 
opportunity  for  the  public  to  view;  the  -planes  on  the  ground. 

In  the  forenoon  of  May  2.9th,  the  division  will  talwe  the  air  once,  more, 
this  time  with  Philadel'Aiia,  Camden,  Hilmington,.  Baltimore  and  Washington  as 
its  objectives.  The  main  demonstration,  over  Washington,  wdll  -uahe  place  on 
Memorial  Da.y.  The  following  day  will  be  devoted  to  rest  a,nd  repairs,  and  on 
Monday  morning,  June  1st,  the  troo'ps  begin  their  return  trecks  to  their  home" 
stations. 

Briefly  outlined,  the  princi'pal  features  of  the  tests  to  be  conducted  dur- 
ing the  field  exer-cises  fall  into  the  following  m.ajor  classification:  Problems 
of  command  incidental  to  handling  huge  volumes  of  personnel  and  equipment  in 
the  edr  and  on  the  ground;  ex-)anding  and  developing  combat  theories;  teaching 
the  various  -units  \-;ithin  the  Air  Cor-ps  to  function  as  a team  a.nd,  last  but  not 
least,  means  of  subjecting  both  planes  and  perso’nnel  to  exacting  endurance 
tests.  Moving  an  entire  air  Array  - mechauics,  spare  -parts,  staff  and  all  - over 
battle  sectors  that  are  hundreds  of  miles  apart  and  in  a fe-.7  hours  demands  per- 
fect organization  and  o-ne  that  can  be  budlt  ’ap  only  through  experience,  and 
such  ex-perience  can  only  be  obtained  under  actual  field  conditions," 

- — oOo — 

A Board  convened  at  Hright  Field  recently  to  consider  different  typpes  of 
training  planes  for  -orocurement . O'fficers  talking  part  in  the  conference  were 
Laeuts.  C.17.  Sullivan,  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps;  Warren  R. 
Carter  and  John  R.  Morgan,  of  Brooks  Field,  and  Wendell  Brookley, Wright  Field. 
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■M:rf..EADjo  eouipJ/ENt  heceived 

Delivery  ^7as  nade  during  the  last  week  of 
__  Jamiary  of  100  neu  radio  receivers,  ty;pe 

'T"T  BC-167,  These  receivers,  which  uere,: designed 
' I I hy  the  Eadio  Erequency  Laboratories  at  Eoonton, 

^ H.J-.  , and  built  by  ' St  romherg- Carl  son  , were 

•procured  to  meet  the  need  for  a receiver  of 
high  sensivity  which  would  o;perat.e  on  a ve.ry  , 
small  antenna,  and  which  could' be  operated  by 
the  pilot  of ,a  Pursuit,  Attack  or  Bombardment 
airplane  without  the  necessity  of  mounting- 
the  receiver  in  the  cockpit.  The  receiver. is 
similar  to  some  and  identical  to  others  used 
I'  - by  the  principal  air.  lines.,  . ■ 

: The  wavelength  range  is  300,  to' 1200  meters, 
or,  in  terms  of  frequency,.  1,000  to  250  kilo- 
cycles, covered  by  two  sets  of  ulug-in  coils,. 
.This  will  uerrait  re'ception  from  the  S.CR-^133 , 
.^SCR-134,  ,s'CR-136,  and"sCR-132'  sets.,  with  .' 

\7hich  the  Air  Corps  is  equipped,,  and  will  also 
permit  reception  from  Department ■ of  Commerce  weather,  broadcasting  stations,  .■ 
radio  beacons' of  the  aural  type,  and  coastal  compass  stations. 

. . The  receiver  will  operate  on  antei-ma  consisting  of.  no;  more  than  six  feet, 
which  will  be- advanta{;eousf6r  use  on  pursuit  and  attack  aircraft  where  a trail- 
ing wire  is  unsatisfactory,  Due  to  the  very  high  .sensivity,  ignition  shield-' 
ing  will  be  necessary,  if  -sa-tisfactoryuse' of  the  re.ceiver  is  expected.  : 

Tu.ning  is  accomplished  by.  a small  hand  crank  on  a-,  dial  mounted  in  the 
cockpit  and  connected  to  the  tuning'  dial  on  the,  receiver  by  a ta.chometer  shaft,. 
The  voluiiie  of  signals  may  be  controlled  also  from  the  ,co droit.  Filament  power 
is  obtained' from  the  storage  battery  in  the'' plane',  „ and  the  plate  voltage'  from 
a small  dynamo  tor"  operating  from,  this  same  battery.  ■ 

^Signals  from  the  2-Kilowatt  Weather  .Broadcasting  Stations:  of  the  Depart-  " 
ment  of  Commerce  have  been  heard  -at  distances  varying  from  IQG.: ..to  400  miles,'.’" 
with  a six-foot  antenna,  and  with  a pair  of  hea.dphones  worn  oven  the  ordinary 
flying  helmet.  . 

Since  the  production  of  this  model  of  receiver,  it  has  been  found  possible 
to  provide  for  the  rece'ption  of  continuous  wave  telegraph  signals  v;ithout  the 
necessity  for  additional  controls  other 'ithan.  a small  toggle  stdtch  on  the  cock- 
pit-control panel.  Future  procurement  of  re.,ceiver6  of;  this  type  will  incorpo- 
rate this  feature. 

oOo^'^ — . .;  : ■ • ' ..  .. 

EADIO  raS  ITEMS  DESIRED- 

It  is  desired  that  news  items  cone  rning  events  of  interest  in  the  realm 
of  radio  communication, which  have  occurred  in  organizations  and  at  Air  Corps 
stations,  be  submitted  for  inclusion  in  the  Hews' Letter.  If  sufficient  ma- 
terial is  forthcoming,  consideration  v/ill  be  given-'to  the  inclusion  of  a 
special  radio  section  in  this  publication,  in  .which  will  appear,  along  with 
contributions  from  the  service  ,' notes  concerning -experimental  a,nd  nev; 
equipment. 

oOo 

AIR  CORPS  OFFICER  AT  TALE  UHlVERSITY 

First  Lieut.  A.  B.  Pitts,  who  formerly  served  as  Instructor  in  the  De- 
partment of  Coi'nrauni  cat  ions  at  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School,  Chanute  Field, 
111.,  is  pursuing  a course  in  Com3'm;.ni  cat  ions  Engineering  at  Yale  University 
this  year.  _ It-  is  rumored  that  he  lias  requisitioned  a quantity  of  "slide 
rule  oil,",  and  is  seriously  considering  Prestone  cooling  for  this  necessary 
and  much  used  "defensive  wea")on,  " so  fast  are  the  equations  and  problems  en- 
countered in  his  course. 
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NOTES  EROM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 
oOo-- — 

Lulze  Field,  T.H.,  Jan.  End; 

Air  training  for  the  month  consisted  of  formation  flying,  ni{^.t  flying, 
aerial  photography,  communication  and  cross-country  flights,  aerial  gunnery  and 
aerial  'bomhing. 

Lulre  Field's  first  class  of  enlisted  aerial  gunnery  s tudents , made  up  of 
nineteen  non-commissioned  officers  from  the  Bomhardment  squadrons,  finished 
their  course  December  15th  with  flying  colors.  Eighteen  qualified  as  expert 
aerial  gunners  and  one  as  sharpshooter.  The  class  finished  with  an  average 
score  of  784.7,  Tech.  Sgt.  Cramer  winning  high  honors  with  a score  of  1039. 

Lieut. -Col.  Gerald  C.  Brant,  the  New  DeT)artraent  Air  Officer,  has  been  a 
frequent  visitor  at  this  field  since  his  arrival  in  the  Department  and  has  done 
considerable  flying.  His  first  visit  was  marked  by  an  inspection  of  troops 
and  an  aerial  review* 

Ma j , Rae  E.  Houke,  M.C.,  fli^it  surgeon,  who  has  been  handing  out  the  pills  ! 
at  sick  call  until  the  recent  arrival  of  Maj . J.F.  Brooks,  was  transferred  to  f 
the  11th.,  Medical  Regiment  at  Schofield  Barracks  on  Dec.  15th,  Maj,  Houlce  is  i 
being  succeeded  by  Capt.  William  H.  Lawton,  M.C. 

1st  Lieut,  Rowland  Kieburtz,  who  commanded  the  Recruit  Training  Center  for  ' 
the  past  several  months,  recently  assumed  command  of  the  65th  Service  Squadron. 

The  tv/o-year  bill  resulted  in  the  transfer  of  severe.!  well  kno7/n  non-com- 
missioned officers,  Tech. Sgt,  "Shorty"  Gordon,  former  top  Icick  of  the  4th  Squad- 
ron going  to  Langley  Field;  Staff  Sgt,  Wilson,  former  steward  of  the  Army  Ser- 
vice Club  in  Honolulu,  to  March  Field;  Staff  Sgt.  Ted  McLearnon,  former  mainte- 
nance Sergeant,  to  Brooks  Field,  and  Staff  Sgt,  Trengrove  to  Kelly  Field. 

50th  Observation  Squadron;  This  nev/ly  reorganized  squadron  has  its  train- 
ing well  under  way  with  formation  flying,  night  flying,  strange-field  landings 
and  aerial  gunnery.  Gunnery  was  started  very  recently  with  all  pilots  and  ob-  ; 
servers  getting  their  shooting  eyes  on  the  target  in  good  fashion.  Missions 
with  the  Coast  Artillery  are  scheduled  to  talre  the  limelight  as  soon  as  the 
rost  of  the  0-193  planes  arrive,  j 

This  squadron  v/as  reorganized  too  late  to  compete  for  the  Euntz-Moses  'I 

trophy  this  year  but,  from  the  looks  of  some  of  its  athletes,  there  is  going  „ 
to  be  a lot  of  new  competition  for  the  cup  next  year.  j 

4th  Observation  Squadron;  This  squadron  7/ on  the  Kuntz -Moses  trophy  for  j 
the  year  by  iinishing  first  in  boxing,  in  a tie  for  first  in  basketball,  sec- 
ond in  volleyball  and  third  in  swim”ing,  A total  of  43|  points  were  made. 

72nd  Bombardment  Squadron;  True  to  our  predictions  this  squadron  took 
everyone  for  a merry  run  in  basketball,  with  the  exception  of  the  4th  squadron, 
whom  they  tied  for  first  place.  Boxing  proved  to  be  a point-getter,  as  we  came 
in  second,  S7/imming  was  our  hobby,  and  then  the  others  recovered  enough  to 
inquire  about  the  score,  the  72nd  had  over  half  of  the  points  and  the  remainder  ' 
were  divided  between  the  three  other  contenders.  This  squadron  finished  second 
in  the  trophy  race  with  a total  of  37^  points. 

23rd  Bombardment  Squadron;  The  23rd  is  getting  the  jump  on  things  in  the 
way  of  preparation  for  the  annual  general  inspection.  Landscaping,  painting 
inside  and  out,  and  building  promise  to  make  this  squadron  the  outstanding 
attraction,  ‘ 

Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  Jan.  15th; 

The  11th  School  Group  Headquarters  received  a splendid  new  radio  as  a 
Christmas  present,  and  report  has  it  that  the  instrument  has  not  had  a ’still 
moment  since  its  instcllation, 

Sgt,  Albert  Lessard,  46th  School  Squadron,  returned  from  a cross-country 
trip  to  Amarillo,  and  advised  those  interested  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  V/est 
Texas  air  trails  are  total  7/ashouts  for  all  except  "air-m.inded"  Polar  bears. 

A number  of  the  enlisted  personnel  of  Brooks  Field  spent  Christmas  fur- 
loughs axvay  from  San  Antonio,  among  them  being  Cpl.  Rile57-  H,  May  and  Pvts.  , 

Cha,rles  L.  Mitchel  and  John  W.  liYilliford,  of  the  46th  School  Squadron,  7;ho  7/ent  j 
quail  hunting  in  South  Texas.  The  "expedition"  terminated  successfully,  if  j 

one  doesn't  discount  the  report  of  Cpl.  May,  7/ho  stated  tliat,  instead  of  a 
quail  hunt,  the  affair  turned  out  to  be  a dance  and  romance  affair,  due  to  the 
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'oroclivities  of  Pvt»  Williford  in  these  respective  lines.  Another  party  of  the 
46th,  composed  of  Pvts.  Pranlc  B.  Criner,  Valgenes  Banes,  James  H.  Parker  and 
Preddie  Burnett  went  to  Oklahoma,  while  Pvt.  Jesse  D.  Du-clavorth,  of  the  same 
organization,  reports  that  he  spent  an  unusually  merry  Christmas  at  Houston, Tex- 
as. Pvts.  Potter,  Owen,  Stout,  Baker,  Harlan  and  Bond,  of  the  11th  School 
Group  Headquarters,  spent  Christmas  away  from  San  Antonio  on  ten-day  furloughs. 

1st  Lieuts.  Balder,  Clyde  K.  Rich  and  G.L.  Davasher  left  Brooks  Field 
By  rail  on  Jan.  9th,  for  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  to  procure  three  BT-2B  airplanes 
to  ferry  to  Brooks  Field. 

2nd  Lieut.  Richard  D.  Reeve,  reporting  again  for  duty  at  Brooks  Field  fol- 
lowing an  absence  on  sick  leave  spent  in  the  Ft. Sam  Houston  Base  Hospital,  was 
detailed  as  E & R Officer  and  Librarian  of  the  Field,  relieving  1st  Lieut. 

Oalcley  G.  Kelly. 

1st  Lieut.  David  F.  Ramsay  and  2nd  Lieut.  Harvey  F.  Dyer  went  by  rail  Jan. 
6th  to  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  to  procure  two  BT-2B  airplanes  from  the  Douglas 
Aircraft  Co.  for  ferrying  to  Brooks  Field. 

Lieut.  Robert  L.  Easton,  who  recently  reported  at  Brooks  Field  from  for- 
eign service,  was  assigned  to  duty  with  the  58th  Service  Squadron  as  Squadron 
Adjutant  and  Supply  Officer. 

Lieut.  Frederick  T.  Yount,  Quartermaster  Corps,  Brooks  Field,  returned 
Jan.  2nd  from  a 15-day  leave  of  absence,  part  of  which  he  spent  at  the  Brooks 
Field  Officers’  Hunting  and  Fishing  Lodge  at  Matagorda  Island, 

1st  Lieut,  J.R.  Morgan  and  2nd  Lieut,  E.C.  Robbins  returned  Jan.  5th  from 
Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  ferrying  two  BT-2B  airplanes  for  use  at  Brooks  Field. 

1st.  Lieut.  L .L.  Koontz,  2nd  Lieuts,  T.H.  Baxter  and  M.R.  Kelson  went  by 
rail  during  Christmas  week  to  Buffalo,  K.Y.,  where  they  procured  from  the  Thomas 
Morse  Aircraft  Corp.,  three  0-19C  type  airplanes  which  they  ferried  to  Brooks 
Field. 

1st  Lieut,  D.D.  FitzGerald  and  2nd  Lieut.  E.H.  Lawson  v/ent  to  Santa  Monica, 
procured  BT-2B  airplanes  and  ferried  same  to  Brooks  Field, 

1st  Lieut.  O.G.  Kelly,  famous  tra.ns -continental  flyer,  stationed  at  Brooks 
Field,  fie?;  to  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School  at  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111., 
on  January  1st  for  purpose  of  transporting  enlisted  personnel  of  Brooks  and 
Kelly  Field  to  the  School,  and  returning  graduates  to  their  respective  stations 
at  Brooks  and  Kelly  Fields  and  Ft.  Sam  Houston. 

Ft'ts.  Franlc  Stolz,  F.R.  Young  and  D.E,  Leeth,  52nd  School  Squadron,  Brooks 
Field,  formed  part  of  the  coterie  of  applicants  examined  for  entrance  into  the 
Flying  Cadet  Detachment,  Air  Comps  Primary  Flying  School.  At  that  time  fifteen 
men  appeared  before  the  Examining  Board,  Kelly  Field,  and  Ft,  Sam  Houston  also 
being  represented.  The  52nd  is  wishing  success  to  the  members  of  its  Squadron 
who  T/ere  examined. 

Now  that  basketball  has  been  substituted  for  football  by  the  sports  en- 
thusiasts of  the  Array,  clashes  in  the  game,  both  past  and  future  constitute 
the  center  of  attention.  Brooks  Field  on  the  whole  experienced  misfortune,  so 
far  as  actually  winning  games  was  concerned,  but  has  demcnstrateo.  a tyjpe  of 
playing  and  clean  sportsmanship  deserving  of  the  highest  eomraerdation.  On  Jan. 
2nd,  the  52nd  School  Squadron  met  the  23rd  Infantry  in  a.  game  tliat  ?;on  the  at- 
tention of  the  crowd  assembled  at  the  Army  Y.M.C.A.  throu^iout  the  entire  time. 
The  23rd  Infantry,  by  a series  of  rapid  and  effective  plays,  starred  in  the 
first  quarter;  in  the  second  quarter,  the  52nd  School  Squadron,  by  entering 
a formidable  opposition  in  the  persons  of  Huffman,  Bechetti  and  Morrow,  were 
easy  victors;  but  in  the  third  quarter,  the  husky  23rd  by  a sei-hn  of  ra-pid 
under-goal  passes,  raised  the  score  to  a tie;  and  in  the  fourui  quarter  gained 
three  points,  so  that  the  final  score  stood  in  their  favor,  26  to  23.  Effec- 
tive guard  work  was  demonstrated  by  both  teams.  The  entire  game  was  an  evenly 
matched  affair  and  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  so  far  scheduled. 

On  "home"  ground,  the  51st  School  Squadron  and  the  53th  Service  Squadron 
engaged  in  a spirited  game  Jan.  5th,  the  51st  being  the  victor.  Details  are 
lacking,  but  judging  from  the  discomfited  looks  of  the  mersoiniel  of  the  58th, 
one  can  imagine  tliat  the  51st  won  in  the  face  of  formidable  opposition. 

Mitchel  Field.L.I.-.N.Y..  Jan.  25thi  ■ 

In  the  United  States  there  are  t^vo  Second  Lieut,  McCaffery’s,  One  is  sta- 
tioned at  the  Marine  Base  at  Philaxlelphia  - the  other  here  at  Mr.  Mitchel’s 
ground  school  and  radio  mission  emporium. 

Forgetting  tliat  they  had  reached  the  full  state  of  manhood,  one  phoned  the 
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other  about  two  weeks  ago  and  said;  "My  gang  can  lick  your  gang".  The  ensuing 
conversation  shocked  all  the  telephoiie  opera.tors  hetvreen  Philly  and  Long  Island, 
hut  paved  the  v;ay  for  a ccnflrct  in  hanketoall.,  between  the  Marine  Officers  down 
there  and  a "Gang  from  up- here;" . . . , 

The  "gang"  asked  (througl-i  one  of  its  members)  for  the  Pokker  transport  for 
a week-end  cross-country.  Col.  Howard  very  kindly  sanctioned .the  venture  and 
last  Saturday  morning,  Loots . Orr,  McCaffery,  Mer reweather , Lewis,  Kelly, Dwyer 
and  Kissner  took  off.  Lewis  ma.de  a nice  job  of  flying  the.  transport  doTO. 

The  game  was  played  that  afternoon.  The  Marines  had  two  ex-Naval  Academy 
letter  men,  Fnitey  Lloyd  and  Bauer.-  > Mitchel . Pield  had  its  own  smooth  stars, 

Orr  and  McCaffery.  22  to  14  .?/as  the  final  score. 

Mitchel  Field  led  until  the  fina.1  minute  of  play,  when  Lloyd,  Brower  and 
Frey  rose  to  their  old  time  form  to  crash  through  for  a victory  as  our  men  tired 
under  the  blistering  gjace-.,  .. 

The  game -was  witnessed  by  a goodly  crowd,  including  one  enthusiastic  spec- 
tator from  Mitchel  Field  - Major  Ryan,  whose  fine  suirport  spurred  the  team  on 
to  inspired  efforts. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  gome  ?/as  the  act  of  treason  of  one,  August  , the 
Great,  who  twice  attempted  to  score  a basket  for  the  enemy.  A huddle  was  im- 
mediately called  to  decide  whether  or  not  another  Benedict  Arnold  was  within 
the  ranlcs.  The  brotherly  act  stagged  by  Joe  and  Hugh  McCaffery  also  brou^t 
forth  considerable  applause. 

After  the  game,  the  team  dined  as  guests  of  the  Marines  at  the  Officers 
Club.'  Both  tearas  then  enjoyed  the  musical  comedy  "Sweet  Adeline". 

The  Marines,  led  by  the  vivacious  Joe  McCaffery  and  K.O.  Presser,  acted 
the  perfect  hosts.  A most  enjoyable  week-end  was  had  by  all  and  the  basketball 
team  wishes  to  ex;-)recs  its  sincere  appreciation  for  the  genuinely  cordial  feel- 
ing shown  by  the  Marines.  It  is  hoped  that  we  may  reciprocate  in  the  near  fu- 
ture by  liaving  the  Marines „here  ^for  a return  game.. 

A stranger,  whom  we  haven' t seen  at  Mitchel  for  several  years,  suddenly 
made  a most  uneicpected  visit.  The.  gentleman  came  in  the  guise  of  old  man  Flu. 
Tlie.peak  of  the  epidemic  filled  our  hospital  with  55  patients,  and  about  30 
T/ere  laid  uj)  in  quarters  during- one  day.  For  several,  days,  tlmt  was  the  aver- 
age number  sick.  It  is  lessening  now.- and  v/e  are  getting  back  to  normal. 

Three  of  our  officers,  Lieuts.  A.V.P.  Anderson,  Goodrich  and  Morrison,  were 
sent  to  ?felter  Reed  Hospital  for  examination  and  treatment.  It  seems  their 
hearts,  for  some  unaccountable  reason,  insist  on  doing  unexpected  flip-flops. 

We  were  sorry  to  see  them  go  and  vie  sincerely -hope  that  a quick  cure  will  send 
them  back  to  duty  in  the  very,  near  future. 

Tuesday  night  the  Mitchel  Field  Basketball  team  took  a jump  to  Ft, Wads- 
worth to  show  their  prowess,  and  they  really  did  show  it.  The  game  vv'as  closely 
contested  all  the  V7ay  through,  as  evidenced  by  the  score  of  29  to  23,  a final 
winning  lead  of  only  six  points.  For  a time  the  outcome  hung  in  the  balance, 
the  score  in'  the  early  minutes  of  the  last  quarter  being  very  nearly  a tie. 
Hov/ever,  at  this  critical  moment,  Sapoldi,  at  guard.^  was  put  out  on  a foul  and 
Orr  T/qnt  in  to  maloe  a fast  finish  in  the  fow  remaining,  miiio.tes  with  six  points 
to  his  credit.  Orr  turned  out  to  be  hig^  scorer  of  the  game  with  Snow  running 
second.  , . ■ • 

Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  Jan.  25th; 

Col.  Guy  Kent,  who  was  conducting  the  annual  inspection  of  Brooks  Field 
for  the  Inspector  General's  Department,  received  the  sa.d  news  of  the  death  of 
his  mother,  and  procured  a ten-  days'  leave  of  absence.  Col.  Clagett,  Commanding 
Officer,  Brooks  Field,  expressed,  to  Col.  Kent  the  sympathy  of  Brooks  Field. 

Lieut.  Roy  H.  Guertler-,  Brooks  Field,  v;as  granted  a twenty-day  leave  of 
-absence  Jan.  14th,  incident  to  the  death  of  his  mother  at  Schuylkill  Havens, 

- Penna.  Lieut.  Guertler  has  the;  s ympathy  of  Brooks  Field- in  his  misfortune. 

P.f.c.  James  W.  Terry,  lltli-School  Group  Headquarters,  and  Pvt,  George 
P.  Willoz,  62nd  Service  Squadron,  were  among  the.  passengers  piloted  by  Lieut. 
Hicks,  of  Dodd  Field,  to  Chaiiute  Field,  Rantoul,  111.,  on  Jan.  17th,  where  the 
enlisted  men  will  matriculate  in  the  Air.  Corps  Technical  School* 

Ma j . Junius  W.  Jones  of  the  Office  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  made  a tiechni- 
cal  inspection  of  Brooks  Field.  , - 

Lieut,  George  G.  Garton  was. granted  sick  leave  for  one  month,  effective 
Jan.  9th. 
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Lieut.  R.1/7.  Gibson  received  orders  assigning  him  to  duty  in  the  Philippine 
Department,  and  v;ith  liis  bride  wi^l  sail. .from  San  Prancisco  on  Peb.  4th.  Lieut.  ; 
Gibson  was  a very  popular  officer  of  Broo?xs  Pleld,  .lending  his  inspiration  and. 
support  to-  athletics  and  tahi.ng  special  interest  in  .the  football  team  the  past  .■ 
season.  As  an  expression  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  men  of 
his  organization,  the  20th  Photo  Section,  he  was  honored  with  a dinner  at  the 
Ivlenger  Hotel  on  Sa,turday  evening,  Jan.  17th,  at  which  time  the  personnel  of  the’ 
Section  extended  him  their  congratulations  and  best  wishes. 

A steady  exodus  to  the  Douglas  Aircraft  Pactory,  Santa  Monica,:  Calif pre- 
vailed at  Brooks  Pield  for  the  past  few  weeks,  incident  to  officers  procuring 
allotted  'BB-BB  airplanes  for  Brooks  Pield.  • Anong  the  officers  who  made  the 
trip  are;/  Li euts.  Lewis  A.  Dayton,-  Adjutant  of  Brooks,,  who  had  Captain  Gerd  von 
Massow  as  .passenger;  , RID.  Knapp,-  A.S.  Waller,  J.P.  McBlain,  David  P:.  Ramsay, 
Harvey  P.  Dyer,  A.H.  Rodieck,  A.:H.  Johnson,  W.E.  Balcer,  C.K.  Rich,  .G.L.  Davasher., 
Jordan  P.  Haney,  S.P.  Landers,  E.H.  Sorter,  J.R.  Morgan,  P.C , Robbins,.  B. A. 
Bridget, , B-.LI.  Hovey, Jr,;. , . E..H.  Lawson,  D.D.  PitzGerald,  andE.J.  Rogers.  Col.  , 
H.B.Clagett,  Commanding  Officer  of  Brooks- Pield,  exrjects  to  be  one  of  the  pi- 
lots ferrying. one  of  the  -remaining  eight- planes  yet  due  the  Pield. 

V/aip  Department  prders  of  Jan.  24th  are  of  especial  interes-t  to  Brooks  Pield 
since  they  contain  orders  for  transfer  of  two  officers  of  the  Pield,  Li  euts.  -. 
Donald  D.  PitzGerald  and  David  M.  Ramsay , to.-  the  Hawaiian  Depa.rtment,  sailing -.on 
the  Apr.  9th  transport,  Lieut.  PitzGerald  is  senior  instructor  in  Ground  Schobl 
instructioiiAn  tlie  Air  Corps  Primary  Plying  School,  and  Lieut.  Ramsay  one  of  the 
flying  instructors,  of  "A"  stage,  also  Trial  Judge  Advocate  of  a Special  Court- 
Martial  of  Brooks  Pield.  In  the  same  orders,  Lieut.  Lawrence  C-. -Craigie  is 
assigned  to  Duncan  Pield  from  the  Panama  Canal  Department.  Lieut.  Craigie,  for- 
merly assistant  adjutant  of  Brooks  Pield,  went  directly  from  Brooks  Pield  to  the 
Panama  Canal  Department. 

In  Y/ar  Department  Orders,  recently  issued,  Brooks  Pield  also  is  very  much 
interested,  since  they  contain  transfers  of  Lieuts.  Charles  Myers,  Wallace  E. 
liYIiitson  and  George  H.  Steel  from  the . Ph^ixopine  Depiartment  to  the  Air  Cor-ps 
Training  Center.  Lieut-s.  Myers  and -Vdiitson- formerly  were  stationed  at.  Brooks 
Pield,  and  Lieut,  Steel  received  his  primary  flying  instruction  here.  Concern- 
ing Lieut.  Steel,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  he  y/as.,  graduated  from  -the  larg--- 
est  class  in  the  history  of  YYest.  Point,  the  class  of  1924  liavino  "^-05  students. 

United  States  Air  Cories  • flying  .fields  of  San  Antonio  participated  in  the 
welcome  extended  YYill  Rogers,,  the  country’ s .premier  cov/boy  humorist,  upon  his 
visit  to  the  city  in  the  interest,  of  the  unemployed  on  Jan-.  26th  by  furnishing 
an  escort  of  six  airplanes  to  accomxoany  the  airplane  in  which  Mr.  Rogers  is  fly- 
ing, which  was  met  at  Austin,  Texas,  a distance  of  about  eighty-five  miles 
from  San  Antonio. 

Mr.Sgt,  Edv/in  B.  Wood^vard,  51st  School  Squadron,  and  Staff  Sgt.  Reece  T. 
Lamb,  46th  School  Squadron,  trained  in  grade,  and  Pvts,  Thomas  S.  Da.vis,  Jr., 
and  Elbert  B.  Gentry  of  the  51st  and  52nd  School  Squadrons,  respectively,  all 
of  Brooks  Pield,  .are  included  among  the  19  students  ordered  to  perjort  at  Brooks 
Pield  for  entrance  into  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Plying  School  in  the  class  begin- 
ning March  1st,' 

Sgt.  Roy  M.  Wills,  58th  S'ervice  Squadron  wlio  left  Brooks  Pield  on  Jan.  23rd 
for  San  Prancisco  to  sail  Peb,  4th  for  a tour  of  duty  in  the -Phil  ixrpine  Islands, 
is  being . re-placed  by  Sgt,  Ward  Coffman  of  the  Philippine  Department, 

San  Antonio  Air  De-pot,  Du-iican  Pield,  Texas,  Jan.  28th; 

Ma j . Junius  W.  Jones,  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corios,  while 
in  this  vicinity  on  a tour  of  insioection  of  the  -Visual  Ins-pection  System  at  the 
various  Air  Cor]ps  stations,  visited  this  Depot  for  that  purr^ose  on  Jan.  22nd. 

Lieut. -Col.  A.W.  Robins,:  our.  Commanding  Officer,  -is  receivi'ng  congratula- 
tions upon  his  rjromotion  from  Major,  received  on  Jan.  -lGth. 

Lieuts.  L.S.  YYebster  and  T.H.  Chapuian,  of  this  Detjot,  recently  made  a cross- 
country from  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  to  Houston,  Texas,  ferrying  two  0-38  air- 
planes from  the  Douglas  Aircraft  Co.’s  pla'nt  to  the  Texas  National  Guard. 

Ca]pt,  Walter  H.  Reid,  Air  Corps . Instructor  ?;ith  : the  Texas  National  Guard, 
and  Lieuts.  E.T.  Showalter,  3.Sth  Division  Aviation,  Texas  National;.  Guard,  Hous-J 
ton;  George  E.  Rice,  Post  Pield,  Pt. Sill,  Olcla.  and  Jack  J.  O’Connell  of  Pt.  • 
Crockett,  Texas,  were  out-of-town  visitors  at  this  Despot  on  Jan,  23rd,  flying 
here  to  attend  a'n  engineering  conference  at  the  De-^ot  regarding  ]production 
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prolDlems  in  connection  with  preparations  for  the  coming  Air  Carps  Demohs'trationa 
in  the  East  this  Spring,-  V 

On  January  26th  a group  of  about  fifty  students  of  :the  Air  Corps  Primary 
Plying  School,  Brooks  Pield,  in  charge  of  Lieut..  Carl  J.  Crane,^  visited -this 
Depot  for  a tour  of  inspection  through  our  Bnginee.ring  Shops  in  connection  with  ; 
their  course  of  instruction.  , , ■ : ' , . ■ : I 

Crissy  Field,  Calif. , Jan.  12th;  .•  ' 


The  Crissy  Field  Basketball  team  has  been  playing  one  or  two  games  a week 
and  now  started  in  earnest  with  a schedule  of  three  games  a v/eek.  Hie  Hancock 
Foundation  College  of  Aeronautics  defeated  Orisny  in  a hard  .fought  ^me  by  the  ■ 
score  of  34  to  22,  on  Dec,  20th,  The  team  came  to  Crissy  by  air,  using  a Ryan  'i 
cabin  iplane  and  5 Fleets,  and  .were  entertained  at  the,  field..  We  have  a return  ^ 
game  T/ith  them,  Feb,  7tii.  Our  team  is  to  go  to  Santa  Maria,  Calif,,  by  air  and 
is  very  enthusiastic  about  it.  , . ; 

Jan.  7t]i,  T/e  defeated  the  Islanders,  19  to  17.  They  are  a team  composed  of 
natives  of  the  Philippines  and  put  up  a good  show, 
j Jan.  10th  we  defeated  the  Elk  G-rove  team  22  to  24,  and  we  play  them  a re-  j 

turn  game  Jan,  17th  at  Elk  Grove,  about  12  miles  from  Mather  Field,  Sacramento, 
..The  C-rissy  Field  team  will  stay  over  night  at  Mather  Field, 

■■  . Major  L.W.  McIntosh,  our  Commanding  Officer,  is  enthusiastic  about  sports, 

and  usually  gives  the  team  encouragement  by  his  attendance.  He  has  authorized 
a new  set  of  Basketball  uniforms  to  replace  those  worn  out  during  three  seasons  ' 
prior  to  this,  and  the  team  expects  to  get  them  in  the  next  fev/  days. 

The  Indoor  Baseball  league  took  a holiday  during  the  Christmas  season,  but 
is  , starting  up  again.  Eleven  games  have  been  played  and  the  standing  is;  Of- 
ficers, 833|  Supply,  667;  Line,  400;  Headquarters,  333;  Photo  Section,  200.  ; 

Games  other  than  official  league  contests  are  played  -frequently  on  the  flying 
field  in  front.  of  H Q,  Bldg,,  and  the  Officers  team  is  willing  to  meet  all  com- 
ers® 


The  smoker  of  Dec.  22d  was  a great  success,  so  we  gave  a.nother  one  Jan. 

5th  and  invited  all  the  military  personnel  in  the  Bay  region.,  Maj, -General  ‘ 

Craig,  Commanding  General  of  the  9th  Corps  Area,  had  a previous  engagement  so 
couldn’t  be  there.  However,  Lt,-0ol.  Frank  Lahm,  Air  Officer  9th  C.A.,  was  j 
there,  as  was  Lt.-Col.®  C .P. Thompson,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Presidio  and  the  ;; 
30th  Infantry,  as  well  as  many  others  of  the  Staff  and  various  regiments  around 
San  Francisco  Bay,  There  were  three  wrestling  bouts,  more  interesting  than 
usual;  one  tnmblingact  put  on  by  the  30th  Infantry,  and  9 good  3-round  boxing  ' 
bouts,  with  several  knockouts,  and  lots  of  fun  and  entertainment  for  the  spec-  I 
tators.  Sandwiches  and  coffee  were  supplied  to  the  participants  after  the  show, || 
which  they_ needed,  , , ^ 

The  show  was  opened  up  by  a fe?/  selections  of  Jazz,  rendered  by  Lieut*  and  ,< 
Mrs.  Lackey  on  the  sax  and  piano,  respectively.  Other  smokers  are  planned  for  | 
the  future,  and  quite  a bit  of  newspaper  publicity  came  to  Crissy  Field  in  the 
local  papers  as  a result  of  the  bouts*  Lt.  P.O®  Brewer,  Air-Res,,  on  extended  j! 
active  duty  has  charge  of  athletics  at  the  field  and  puts  on  the  smokers,  bas-  1 
ketball  games  and  other  activities,  A word  about  the  help  rendered  Crissy  1 

Field  by  the  Athletic  Director  of  the  Presidio  Y.M.C.A*,  Mr.  G.M.  Hunter,  is  jjl 
not  amiss.  Mr.  Hunter  or  rather  Lt.  Hunter,  for  he  is  a 1st  Lieut.  ,U.S.A, , !| 

Emergency  Retired  Officer,  during  the  month  of  December,  1930,  did  the  following 
things  for  Crissy  Field;  Refereed  6 basketball  games;  coached  the  basketball 
team  15  periods;  refereed  8 playground  baseball  games;  lent  us  equipment  and 
helped  the  boxing  show  by  arranging  the  .card®  . ■; 


4Qth  Division  Aviation  - Calif*  Nat ’1  Guard.  Los  An-'^eles,  Jan.  15th; 


How  that  the  holidays  have  passed  pleasantly  and  safely  for  the  Squadi’on, 
thoughts  turn  again  to  the  usual  run  of  drills  and  missions.  The  past  few  drills';;; 
periods  were  devoted  largely  to  pistol  instruc.tion  and  range  work,  with  infantry 
drill  and  radio  and  section  instruction  being  sandwiched  in, between. 

Thi-s  outfit  received  a very  acceptable  New  learns  gift  from  the  V/ar  De- 
partment in  the  form  of  five  new  Douglaa  Obs-ervation  ships,  powered  with  "Hor- 
nets”. Thus  far,  nothing  but  favorable  comment  has  been  heard  from  pilots,  ^ 

observers  and  mechanics  as  to  the  performance  of  the  new  mounts.  In  fact,  every- 
one seems  quite  enthusiastic  over  the  change  from  the  old  02-H*s.  Our  flying 
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equipment  nov;  consists  of  5 0-38 ’s,  2 0-17’ s,  .1  02-H  and  1 BT-1. 

Lieut.  Carroll,  imi.t  instructor,  and  Capt,  Barrie  of  this  squadron,  claim 
the  all-time  record  nor  delivery  of  new  ships  to  an  Air  Corps  unit.  Our  5 new 
ships  were  all  flown  to  this  station  hy  the  two  officers  named  in  the  space  of 
three  hours.  They  v;ill  a,clinit,  however,  that  the  airline  distance  Between  the 
Douglas  factory  and  this  field  is  something  like  ten  minutes,  via  Hornet.  And 
this  includes  take-off  and  landing.  Lieut.  Carroll  also  ferried  a new  0-38  to 
the  Spokane  National  G-uard  recently,  returning  to  Los  Angeies  via  train. 

•The  115th  Observation  , Squadron  congratulates  Capt.  Allan  A.  Barrie  on  his 
recent  promotion  to  that  grade,  effeqtive  Dec.  8th;  also  Lieut.  Gilmore  on  his 
recent  acquisition  of  pilot’s  T/ings. 

Lieut,  Iferry  Caliborne  recently  completed^  fast  aerial  trip  to  the  Bast 
and  return,  flying  a commercial  ship  on  business. 

Lieuts.  Robinson,  Wallen,  Sanford  and  Carroll  all  flew  up  to  Sacramento 
ten  days  ago  to  attend  the  inaugural  ceremonies-  of  the  new  executive  of  this 
state,  Governor  Rolph, 

Fairfield  Air  Depot,  Ohio,  Jan.  50th; 

Capt.  Edward  Lau^lin,  Engineering  Officer,  returned  here  Jan.  16th  after 
conferring  with  personnel  at  the  San  .Antonio  Air  Depot  regarding  the  standard- 
ization of  various  items  of  Depot  costs,  as  computed  in  accordance  with  the 
Air  Corps  Cost  Accounting  System. 

Capts.Hugh  A.  Bivins  ai-jd  Burton  E»  Lewis  accepted  their  promotions  to  that 
grade  on  the  16th  of  the  month. 

Lieut.  John  A.  Austin,  Asst,  Dex^ot  Supply  Officer,  departed  Jan.  17th,  by 
rail,  for  Offutt  Field,  Ft.  Crook,  Nebr.,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  and  ferry- 
ing a FT-1  airplane  to  this  station  for  overhaul.  He  returned  on  the  21st, 

Lieut,  Frederick  M.  Hopkins, Jr.,  Post  Adjutant,  departed  on  the  21st  for 
Municipal  Airport,  Chicago, 111,,  to  deliver  a PT-1  airplane,  overhauled  at  this 
station,  and  returned  Jan.  22nd  in  a PT-1,  which  is  to  bo  overhauled  for  the 
Illinois  National  Guard. 

Pvt,  1st  Cl.  Sidney  R.  Glover  of  the  Air  Corps  Detachment,  Command  & Gen- 
eral Staff  School,  Ft .Leavenworth,  Kans.,  reported  here  to  receive  instructions 
on  air-cooled  motors. 

Mr.  Regis  Willwohl  of  the  Pittsburgh  Airport,  Pittsburgh,Pa. , reported  here 
Jan.  26th  for  a t?/o  weeks’  training  in  parachute  repair  and  maintenance. 

An  owl  and  hawk  hunt  v/as  held  at  this  Station  on  the  afternoon  of  Jen.  24th, 
A total  of  eleven  owls  were  killed.  The  first  prize  was  won  by  Zack  Grooms, 
the  second  by  Ira  Van  Pelt  .and  the  third  by  Capt.  H. A,  Bivins, 

A Keeno  Party,  sponsored  by  the  Officers’  Club,  was  held  at  Side  Slip  Inn 
on  the  evening  of  Jan,  24th,  It  was  well  attended  and  every  one  enjoyed  the 
evening  very  much,. 

An  addition  to  the  present  Post  Operations  Building  is  being  erected  by 
the  utilization  of  a portion  of  an  old  barrack  building  designated  for  salvage. 

It  is  intended  that  better  accommodations  will  be  furnished  visiting  flying 
personnel  and  more  room  allowed  Operations  personnel  by  this  addition. 

Following  is  a report  of  production  of  airplanes  and  engines  for  the  month 
of  January,  1931s 

Airplanes;  .Major  overhaul  - PT-1,  7;  0-17,  3;  0-2H,  8;  P-IC,  2;  C9,  1, 
0-19,' 1;  A-3,  1;  total  23.  Minor  overhaul  - C-IC,  1;  0-2H,  2;  PT-3,  1;  0-lF,  1, 
YF-1,  1;  PT-1,  4;  total,  10. 

Engines:  Major  overhaul  - V-1570,  2;  R-1340,  17;  V-1150,  13;  R-790,  4; 
V-720,  11;  R-975,  13;  total,  60.  Minor  Overhaul  - V-1650,  11;  V-720,  2; 

R-1340,  4,,  Vr-1150*,  1;  total  18. 

Among  those  visiting  the  Post  during  the  past  ty/o  weeks,  the  following 
were  noted; 

Secretary  of  War  Patrick  J.  Hurley  on  Jan.  29th;  Commander  Paolo  Sbernadori, 
Air  Attache  to  the  Royal  Italian  Embassy,  Washington,D.C . on  Jan.  22nd; 

Maj . Miller,  pilot,  and  Congressman  Maas,  passenger,  of  St.  Paul, Minn.  Jan.  28th 
remaining  over  ni^t;  Capt.  McCallum  and  Lieut.  Douglas,  Jan.  28th,  for  minor 
repair  on  an  02-H  airplane;  Capt,  Green,  pilot,  and  Major  Beeson,  passenger, 
Richards  Field,  Jan.  28th,  on  a cross-country  flight;  Capt.  Wri^it,  pilot,  and 
Lieut.  Bossing,  passenger,  Richards  Field,  Jan.  28th  in  a PT-l  airplane  for  a 
major  overhaul;  Lieuts,  Wood,  Mohlman  and  Frederick,  Chanute  Field,  Jan.  28th 
for  major  overhauls  on  their  0-25A  and  A-3  airplanes;  Sgt.  Swisher,  pilot,  with 
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five 'xoassengers,  Chanute 'Held,  in  a C-3,  en  route  on  a cross-country  fligjht 
on  the  28th;  lieuts.  Le.wton  and  Myers,  Bolling  Held,  on  the  28th  in  an  A-3; 
Lieut'.  Anderson  and  six  pccssengers,  Mitchel  Field,  de]parted  Jan.  27th  on  a 
cross-country  fli^it  to  Middletown  Air  Depot;  Lieuts.  Bolen,  Allemang  and  Mor- 
gan, Selfridge  Held,  Jan.  27th  for  major  overliauls  to  Pursuit  planes;  Sgt. 
Jackson,  Chanute  Held,  Jan.  27th,  for  major  overhaul  on  an  A-3  airplane;  Ma j . 
Cone  dexsarted  Jan,  25th  for  Little  Rock,  Ark. , ferrying  an  02H  airplane,  over- 
hauled here;  Lieut.  Stranathan,  v/ith  two  xoassengers,  Bolling  Field, and  Lieut, 
Hollidge  with  six  passengers,  Langley- Field,  Jan.  24th;  Lieut.  Wolf,  with  three 
xoassengers,  Selfridge  Field,  Jan.  23rd;  Capt.  Colgan,  Lunken  Airport,  and  Lieut, 
Smith,  Sclioen  Field,  Jan.  22nd;  Capt.  Galloway  and  Pvt,  Stubblefield,  Bowman 
Field,  Jan,  17th;  Capt.  Ilerold,  Lambert  Field,  St. Louis,  Jan.  16th  for  major 
overhaul  on  a PT-1;  Lieuts,  Cummings  and  Martin,  from  Cleveland,  Jan.  15th; 
Lieut,  Day,  Scott  Field,  Jan.  15th  for  major  overhaul  on  a PT-1. 


Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111,,  Jan.  15th; 


Lack  of  funds  has  caused  the  disapproval  of  an  extended  cross-country  for 
the  entire  15th  Observation’ Squadron.  Axoiolication  had  been  submitted  to  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  CoriDS  for  the  entire  Squadron  to  make  an  extended  cross-country 
to  Ft,  Riley,  Ft. Sill,  San  Antonio,  Ft, Crockett,  Hew  Orleans,  Pensacola,  Max- 
viell  Field,  Merax^his  and  then  home,  with  all  personal!  expenses  being  borne  by 
the  officers  making  the  flight.  The  expenses  of  gasoline  and  oil  to  be  pro- 
cured at  stox3X)ing  i^oints  other  than  government  airdromes,  was  evidently  greater 
th3.n  could  be  covered  by  the  available  funds.  It  had  been  hoped  that  12  of  the 
0-19  planes  and  one  transport  could  make  this  flight  for  the  purpose  of  train- 
ing and  a real  test  of  the  equixoment. 

Intersquadron  basketball  games  for  the  post  champlonshix^  of  Scott  Field' 
are  under  way,  and  v/ith  the  completion  of  the  first  two  sets  of  games  the  Hinth 
AirshixD  Company  seems  to  be  established  as  a top  heavy  favorate  to  carry  away 
the  final  honors.  In  the  opening,  games',  the  Ninth  Comxtany  took  a decision  from 
the  24th  AirshixD  Service  Company,  and.  the  Staff  team  had  an  easy  time  with  the 
15th  Observation  Squadron.  All  the  teams  showed  a big  improvement  in  the  sec- 
ond round  gam.es,  when  the  Ninth  Company  Snowed  the  Staff  under  in  a one-sided 
score  Y/hile  the  Observation  players  defeated  the  Service  company  by  a four 
margin  in  a very  fast  and  exciting  game. 

The  Post  basketball  team.lie.s  been  finding  the  going  rather  rou;^  in  the 
Armjr,  Navy  and  Marins  League  of  St, .Louis  and  has  lost  all  three  of  its  game's, 
tv/o  of  them  by  ve.ry  close  scores.  Tlie  loss  of  Cpl.  Morin,  of  the  15th  Observa- 
tion Squadron,  who  suffered  a double  dislocation  and  laceration  of  a finger  in 
an  early  game,  severely  handicapxied  the  team,  as  Morin  vvas  its  outstanding  star. 
He  is  not  expected  to  return  to  the  team  for  another  month. 


San  Antonio  Air  Deuot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  Jan.  14th.;  . 

Col,  C.C.  Culver,  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Staff, G-4,  Washington, 
and  1st  Lieut.  Martinus  Stenseth,A.C . , of  the  Office  of  the. Chief  of  the  Mil- 
itia Bureau,  stoxeped  over  at  this  De;pot  'Dec.  15th-16th.  . They  piloted  two  0-38 
National  Guard  airiDlanes  from  the  West  Coast  to  Miller  Field,  N.Y.,  and  greeted 
old  friends  in  this  vicinity, 

: Capt.  Raymond  E.  O'Neill, A,C . , of  Ft.  Sill,  Okla.,  visited  the  Depot  on 
Dec.  15th,  leading  a flight  of  three  0-19B  x’^la^es  to  the  Depot  for  repair. 

The  Christmas-New  Year's  holidays  were  celebrated  quietly  at  the  San  An- 
tonio Air  DexDot.  On  Dec.  23rd,  a Christmas  tree  entertainment  was  given  joint- 
ly by  Kelly  Field  and  this  Dex^ot  for  the  children  of.  the  tv/o  Posts,  at- the 
Hostess  House  at  Kelly  Field.  On  New  Year's  Day  at  5:00  P.M.,  Major  A.W.  ■ 
Robins,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Depot,  and  Mrs.  Robins,  j'oined  Brig. -General 
Charles  H,  Danforth,  Commanding  Genera.!  of  the  Air  Corps,  Training  Center,  and 
Mrs.  Danf orth,_  and  Major  'F.L.  Martin,  Commandant  of  Kelly;  Field,  and  Mrs. Martin, 
in  receiving  the  officers  and  ladies  of  these  stations  at  the  Aviation  Club 
at  Kelly  Field.  On  New  Year's  Day  Major  and  Mrs.  Robins  entertained  the  of- 
ficers and  ladies  of  this  Post'  with  a buffet  luncheon  at  their  quarters. 

Lieut.  Toniray  Chaxoman,  one  of  our  outstanding  golfers, ably  uxoheld  the  honor 
of  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot  in  this  field.  During  the  week-end  of  Jan. 3rd- 
4th,  he  won  the  chamxoionshixD  match  which  load  beeh  in  progress  since  Dec.  2nd 
among  the  officers  of  the  Air  Corps  activities  in  this  vicinity,  on  the  course 
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of  the  recently  organized  Air  Corps  Golf  Association  of  Dancan  Field. 

The  following  officers  paid  visits  to  this  Depo't  during  the  last  days  of 
December,  while  on  cross-country  flights  to  this  vicinity;  Ma j . Malcolm  C. 

Grow,  M.C.,  of  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot;  Capts.  0.0.  ITiergarth,  Edwin  R.  Page, 

1st  Lieuts.  K.B.  Wolfe,  J.D.  Corkille,  H.A.  Bivins  and  E.M.  Powers,  of  Wri^t 
Field. 

Ma j . Jolm  G.  Tyndall,  I.G.D.,  Asst.  Inspector,  Ei^th  Corps  Area,  made  the 
Annual  Inspection  and  Survey  of  this  Depot,  Jan.  6th  to  9th. 

On  Jan.  6th,  the  regular  monthly  conference  held  at  this  Depot,  for  dis- 
cussion and  coordination  of  Air  Corps  supply  and  maintenance  engineering  prob- 
lems between  the  Deioot  and  the  Air  Corps  activities  served  by  it,  was  attended 
by  the  following  Air  Corps  officers:  Capt.  S.J.  Idzorek  and  Lieut.  T.H.  La-ndon 
of  Ft. Crockett, Texas;  Lieuts.  R.G.  Harris  and  H.A.  Bartron  of  Kelly  Field; 
Lieuts.  G.Yif.  Polk, Jr.  and  James  Flannery  of  Brooks  Field;  Lieuts.  J.G.  0‘Neal, 
A.C.,  and  R.L.  Heedham,  Air-Res.,  of  Ft.  Sam  Houston;  Lieuts.  J.J.  Keou-^,A.C. 
and  J.H.  Roe,  Air  Res.,  of  Ft.Sill,Okla. ; and  also  by  Maj . Jolm  G. Tyndall , I .G.D. 
in  comiection  with  his  annual  inspection  of  this  Depot;  together  with  all  offi- 
cers of  the  Depot.  Luncheon  was  served  to  the  visitors.  Ma j . F.L.  Martin, 
Commandant  of  Kelly  Field,  v/as  also  a guest. 

Capt.  Edward  Laui-^alin  of  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  arrived  here  by  air  in  a 
BT-2,  Jan.  9th,  for  a few  days’  conference  on  cost  accounting  and  shop  methods. 

Capt.  Ray  A.  Dunn  and  1st  Lieut.  Harry  H.  Mills,  A.C.,  of  the  Middletown 
Air  Depot,  were  visitors  at  the  San  Antonio  Air  Dejjot,  Jan.  9th  to  14th,  on  a 
cross-country  trip  to  the  Ifest  Coast,  for  a series  of  conferences  at  the  various 
Air  Corps  De^Dots  on  equipm^ent  maintenance  methods,  storage  and  issue  of  supplies 
and  Depot  operation  system. 

Four  0-2H  airxDlanes  v/ere  ferried  from  France  Field,  Canal  Zone,  to  this 
Depot  for  inspection  and  rexoair  by  Capt.  A.M.  Guidera,  1st  Lieuts.  Harold  D. 
Smith,  R.D.  Biggs,  E.C.  Lynch,  2nd  Lieuts.  J.W.  Sessums,Jr.,  C .A, Harrington, 
and  M.M.Towner ,A.C . , and  Staff  Sgt.  E.M.  Dunivan,  63rd  Service  Squadron.  All 
landed  at  Kelly  Field  on  Jan.  10th,  except  Lieuts.  Smith  and  Biggs,  who  arrived 
at  this  Depot  on  the  12th.  This  flighty  is  to  ferry' four  0-19’s  from  Kelly 
Field  back  to  Panama. 

1st  Lieut,  Charles  Y.  Banfill ,A.C . , Instructor  \7ith  the  Maryland  National 
GuardjBaltimore,  accompanied  by-  2nd  Lieut.  Gregory  Boushey,  of  the  29th  Divi- 
sion Aviation,  Maryland  national  Guard,  ferrying  an  0-38  plame  from  the  West 
Coast  for  the  Maryland  national  Guard,  stopx>ed  at  this  Depot,  en  route,  on 
Jan.  12th, 

During  the  month  of  December  the  Engineering  Department  of  the  San  Antonio) 
Air  Depot  overhauled  <?md  re-paired  the  following  air^olanes  and  engines: 

Airplanes  overhauled;  1 A-3,  3 A-3B,  1 B-5A,  1 0-211,  2 0-11,  1 P-IF, 

2 PW-9C,  1 PW-9D,  2 BT-1,  3 PT-3,  3 PT-3A,  total,  20,  Airplanes  Renaired  - 

6 0-2H,  18  0-19B,  5 0-38,  1 P-ID,  3 P-12B,  1 PW-9C,  1 BT-1,  1 BT-Bb";  1 PT-3, 

2 PT-3A,  1 C-7,  1 C-9,  1 XD-14,  1 KPT-7,  1 Y-10-23A,  total,  44. 

Engines  overhauled  -18  Curtiss  D-12,  17  Wrii^it  J-5,  3 Pratt  & liYhitney, 
total,  38.  Engines  repaired  - 27  Liberty. 

Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas,  Jan.  15th; 

On  Jan.  5th  the  Post  was  thoroughly  insi^ected  by  Col.  John  S-.  Chambers, 
Q,.M.C.,  and  Lieut. -Col.  Ralioh,  McT.  Pernell,  General  Staff  Corps,  in  connection 
v/ith  the  economy  program  for  1931,  Col.  Cliambers  said  that  Ft. Crockett  and 
the  Third  Attack  Grour)’s  maintenance  is  carried  out  a-dmirably  considering  the 
funds  allowed  for  the  purpose. 

Jack  Dempsey  has  done  a lot  of  traveling  over  this,  world,  but  there  are 
two  trips  tlia.t  he  will  always  remember.  One  is  when  the  Bull  of  the  Pam'oas 
sent  him  through  the  ro'pes,  and  the  second  is  T/hen  Lieut.  Robert  K.  Taylor  took 
the  Manassa  Mauler  in  an  A-3B  from  Ft.  Crockett  to  Dallas.  A civilian  plane 
which  Dempsey  and  his  manager,  Leonard  Sachs,  vrere  to  use,  cracked  up  in  landing 
and,  as  Jack  and  his  i^artner  were  in  a hurry  to  leave,  tvw  Attac?r  -planes  were 
warmed  up  and  placed  at  their  disposal.  Lieut.  Taylor  took  Demipsey  in  his 
plane,  while  I'ieut.  Tut  Imlay  carried  Mr.  Sachs.  We  Irnow  of  no  details  of  the 
trip,  but  we  are  sure  neither  of  them  will  ever  forget  it. 

The  opening  game  of  the  Ft. Crockett  Intersquadron  Basketball  League  re- 
vealed the  13th  and  60th  Squa.drons  as  being  the  stron;gest  in  the  League. 

The  8th  and  90th  Squadrons  have  been  running  neck  and  neck  in  the  Inter- 
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squadron  Bowling  League.  However,  as  this  is  being'written,  we  receive  v/ord 
that' the  90th  has  at  last  triucnphed  over  the  8th.  It  looks  as  if  we  will  have 
some  new  'bowling  ch8.mps. 

Langley  Field,  Va. , Jan.  IGtht 

2nd  Eomhardment . Qroup , A .,C . , “by  Lt . T . S .Power ; The  hangars  at.  Langley  are 
filling  up  ?/ith  new  B-3-A  Bombers.  There  are  five  new  ones  here  how,v/ith  two 
new  ones  coming  in  every  week  from  the  Keystone  factory. 

The  'B-S-A  is  a big  improveaient  over  the  LB-7  along  certain  lines,  namely, 
fuel  capacity  and  ni^it  flying,  and  it  seems  to  be  more  stable  for  bombing. 

The  20th  Squadron  is  setting  a record  for  sx)eed.  They  have  practically 
finished  all  their  practice  bombing,  in  spite  of  the  unfavorable  flying  weather. 

Tlie  2nd  Bombardment  Group  used  its  radio  to,  good  advantage  in  its  recent 
rendezvous  v/ith  the  Tactical  School,  Bolling  Field,  and  the  Qpantico  Marines. 
Major  Bar .gue  from  the  rear  of  the  leading  bomber  had  direct  communication  with 
Langley  during  the  whole  fli^it.  He  also  had  radio  communication  with  the 
flight  leaders. 

Cap't,  Koenig  and  Lieut,  hanlap  departed  for  Buffalo  to  ferry  two  new  0-19 
tjqpe  airplanes  to  Langley  for  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group,  It  is  .planned  to  have 
one  of  this  type  ship  in  each  Squadron  for  ■gunnery  and  short  cross-country 
purposes, 

19th.  Airshin -Co.  .by  Lt.  Wm.J .McCracken;  Though  hampered  by  weather  con- 
ditions, this  organization  was  able  to  keep  abreast  of  its  training  schedule 
during  the  past  two  weeks,  completing  one  communications  fli^t,  practice 
flights,  f limits  for  training  of  aircraft  crews.,  two  routine  test  flights  and 
tT;o  experine.ntal  flights. 

The  Heinen  Air  Yacht  arrived  on  Dec.  17th,  from  Cape  May,  ILJ.,  with  Capt, 
Anton  Heinen  and  Staff  Sgt,  R.E.  Quinn  aboard.  The.  last  fifty  miles  of  the 
flight  \7as  made  through  a heavy  snow. 

The  Heinen  Yacht,  designed  for  the  business  mam  or  the  sportsman  and  his 
family,  can  carry  four  passengers.  It- is  104  feet  long,  has  a gas  capacity  of 
39,000  cubic  feet  and  is  powered  v;ith  a single  engine . developing  100  H.P.  Capt, 
Heinen  has  also  developed  for  use  v/ith  his  yacht  a portable  .mooring  mast  which 
can  be  put  up  by  three  men  in  ten  minutes*  time. 

1st  Lieut.  Wilfred  J.  Paul,  who  arrived  from  March  Field  Jan.  8th,  was  as- 
signed to  the  19th  .Airship  Co. 

2nd  Lieut.  William  J.  McCracken,  Air  Res.,  was  ordered  ho  added  active  duty- 
tour  for  a period  of  six  months  commencing  Jan.  5rd,  and  assigned  to  this 
organization. 

A. C. Tactical  School,  by  Lt,  J.D. Barker;  Ma  j . P.E.  "Van  Host  rand  and  1st 
Lieut.  K.N.  Vfelker  flew  to  Miami  to  ahtend  the  air  meet  there.  They  departed 
on  Jan.  7th  returning  on  the  13th,  Lieut.  V/alker  spent  an  "enjoyable"  time 
while  at  Miami  ?/ith  an  attack  of  ptomaine  poisoning.  . 

A demonstration  is  shortly  to  be  given  for  the  Tactical  School  by  Troop  A 
of  the  1st  Armored  Car  Squadron,  which  is  stationed  at  Ft,  Eustis,  Va, 

Considera,ble  time  is  being  lost  by  the  students  here  due  to  sickness.  The 
sick  report  has  been  showing  the  average  of  t?/o  or  three  names’  all  of  the  . 
winter. 

The  Leaigley  Field  Riding  Club  held  a paper  chase  Sunday  morning,  Jan.  11th, 
which  was  well  attended  and  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  59th  Service  Sq,  holds  ti^t  to  top  position  in  the  Langley  Field 
Bowling  League.  Second  place  is  held  at  present  by  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group 
Headquarters.  The  A.C.T.S.  tumbled  from  2nd  place  to  third  by  losing  three 
games  to  the  2nd  Wing- Headquarters  maple  spillers.  Sgt.  Falkowski  v;as  hi^  man 
with  637  for  three  games  which  added,  materially  to.  the  A.C.T.S.  defeat,  Sgt. 
Eberley  of  the  same  organization  had  a pin  fall  of  609  for  three  games.  The 
59th  Service  Squadron  defeated  the  lighter-than-air  team  two  out  of  three  games. 
All  three  games  were  decided  in  the  closing  frames.  Sgt.  Cattarius,  of  the 
59th  Service  Squadron,  was  high  man  with  622  for  three  games.  The  19th  Airship 
Company  has  been  bowling  consistently  and  should  cause  some  worry  to  the  top 
teams.  Officers  Team  Ho.  1 liandily  defeated  the  Medical  Corps  Detacliment  tliree 
games.  Lieut,  Clifton  was  hi^ja  man  with  567  for  three  games. 

The  2nd  Bombardment  Group  Hq.  was  handed  three  games  by  failure  of  the  2nd 
Photo  Section  to  appear  on  the  drives,  Sgt.  Segelbaum  of  the  2nd  Bombardment 
Group  Hq.,  was  hi^  man  with  631  of  three  games.  The  96th  Bombardment  Squadron 
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defeated  tlie  49th  BomTDardment  Squadron  three  games  and  are  in  race  for  hi^er 
standing  in  the  leagae.  The  2rid  V/ing  Headquarters  rolled  three  games  that  would 
indicate  that  they  are  to  place  higher  in  the  league  standing  "before  the  season 
comes  to  a close.  ■ _ . ' 

March  Bield,  Riverside,  Calif.,  Jan.  19th.: 

Brig.-G-eneral  Charles  H.  Danforth  visited  March  S'i eld  on  a tour  of  inspec- 
tion on  Dec.  11th,  accompanied  by  Lieut.  Robert  Douglas,  A.C.  'A  reception  was 
given  in  his  honor  after  which  dancing  and  bridge  was  enjoyed  by  members  .of 
the  Post. 

A Christmas  Party  was  given  for  the  children  of  the  Post  on  Tuesday,  Dec. 
23rd  at  5; 30  P,M.  Santa  Claus  arrived  by  airplane  and  distributed  candy  and 
toys  to  all  children.'  A nativity  pageant  was  held  prior  to  the  arrival  of 
Santa  Claus . 

A delightful  Hew  Year’s  Eve  dinner  dance  v/as  given  at  the  Officers’  Club. 

The  entertainment  for  fhe  evening  was  furnished  by  talented  gaests. 

Lieut.  Wm.C.  Coldsborough  with  2nd  Lieut.  fm.B.  Bla-ufuss  made  an  extended 
cross-country  trip  to  Mitchel  Field,L.I . ,H.Y.  Upon  taking  off  from  El  Paso, 
Texas,  v/hen  at  an  altitude  of  seventy-five  feet  from  the  ground,  the  motor  quit 
without  ?/arning.  Being  headed  toward  high  sand  dunes  northeast  of  the  flying 
field,  and  lacking  altitude  to  find  a safe  landing  place,  it  was  necessary  to 
land,  crashing  the  plane,  neither  Lieuts.  Goldsborough  nor  Blaufuss  v;ere  in- 
jured. A plane  was  sent  from  March  Field  to  Lordsburg,n.M. , and  the  officers 
continued  their  flight  to  Mitchel  Field. 

2nd  Lieut.  F.J.  Lauer  recently  made  an  extended  cross-country  flight  to 
South  Bend,  Ind. 

1st  Lieut.  H.A.  Halverson  and  L.A.  Dawson  ferried  two  0-32  national  Guard 
Planes  to  Miller  Field,  Staten  Island,  IT.Y.  on  Dec.  19th,  returning  to  March 
Field  on  Jan,  1st, 1931. 

2nd  Lieut,  Earle  W.  Barnes  was  recently  transferred  to  Panama;  Lieut.  El- 
well  Sanborn  to  Hawaii  and  Lieut.  Wentworth  Goss  to  the  Philippine  Islands. 

The  good  wishes  of  the  members  of  this  command  are  extended  to  these  officers, 
with  the  hope  tha,t  their  tour  of  foreign  service  v;ill  prove  an  enjoyable  one. 

Fairfield  Air  Denot,  Fairfield. Ohio,  Jan.  15th; 

During  the  month  of  Hovember,  13  airplanes. of  various  types  and  43  airplane 
engines  received  major  overhaul.  One  airplane,  received  in  a laiocked-down  con- 
dition from  the  factory,  was  assembled.  During  the  month  of  December,  15  air- 
planes and  46  engines  v/ere  completed.  It  is  anticipated  that,  with  the  move- 
ment into  the  nev/  Engineering  buildings  completed,,  this  number  will  be  consider- 
ably increased.  During  the  month  of  Hovember,  17,493.25  man  hours  were  ex- 
pended on  airplanes,  6,276  man  hours  on  engines,  and  1,333,25  man  hours  on  the 
manufacture  and  repair  of  other  Air  Corj^s  equipment.  During  December,  16,122.5 
man  hours  were  expended  on  airplanes,  6,065,5  man  hours  on  engines,  and  6,485 
man  hours  on  Air  Corps  equipment  other  than  airplaiies  and  engines.  In  addition 
to  the  above,  1,279  man  hours  were  expended  in  the  manufacture  of  parts  on  work 
orders,  and  6,972,25  man  hours  on  reparable  material. 

Capt.  Edward  Laughlin  departed  in  a BT-2  airplane  on  Jan.  S-th  for  San  An- 
tonio Air  Depot  to  confer  with  the  personnel  connected  at  that  place  regarding 
the  standardization  of  various  items  of  Depot  costs  as  computed  in  accordance 
with  the  Air  Corps  Cost  Accounting  System. 

Recently  the  civilian  employees  at  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot  organized  both 
a Girls’  and  a Men's  Basketball,  team,  the  proceeds  of  the  game  to  be  given  to 
charity  in  the  neighboring  tovrns  surrounding  the  Depot.  The  first  games  v/ere 
played  Wednesday,  Jan.  14th,  at  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot  Gymnasium,  with  the 
teams  representing  the  Union  Trust  Company  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  The  Girls’  Team, 
with  a whirlwind  finish,  won  with  a score  of  15  to  14,  but  the  Men's  Team  lost 
by  the  score  of  26  to  20. 

As  the  result  of  the  physical  examinations  conducted  here  soon  after  the 
Hew  Year,  the  squash  courts  at  the  Gjminasium  have  become  very  x^opular.  Fairfield 
Air  Depot  is  very  fortunate  in  having  a well -r. equipped  Gymnasium  with  bowling 
alleys,  squash  courts,  volley  ball  courts,  locker  rooms,  all  of  which  are  avail- 
able both  to  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot  officers  and  to  the  V/right  Field  officers 
living  at  the  Depot.  In  addition  to  this,  there  is  a well  equi pried  golf  room 
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for  winter  practice  to  all. 

Among  those  visiting  the  Post  during  the  i^ast  two  weeks,  the  following  . , 
were  noted:  , . ' 

Capt.  Day,  Pt .Leavenworth, Kans;  Capt.  Herold  and  Sgt.  Morton,  Lamhert  Pield, 
Mo.,  Jan.  Sth,  to  secure  PT-1  aaid  02-H  airplanes,  respectively,  which  had  "been 
given  major  overhauls  at  this  Depot*,  Lieut.  Smith  and  Pvt,  Mercer,  Schoen  Field,  f 
Jan.  6th,  on  a cross-country  mission;  Lieuts.  Bolen  and  Mosher  from  Self ridge  ' ' 
Field,  Jan.  7th,  for  two  PIC  airplanes  which  were  given  major  overhauls;  Lieut, 
Underhill,  Selfridge  Field,  ?;ith  six  passengers,  Jan.  7th,  in  a C-9;  Lieut, 
Taylor,  Scott  Field,  with  three  passengers,  en  route  from  Bolling  Field  for  j 
minor  repairs  to  YFl  airplane;  Lieuts.  Barnhill  and  Ross,  Cleveland,  McConnell,  '| 
Horton  Field,  and  Morris,  Self ridge  Field,  stopped  Jan.  7th  en  route .on  cross-  ; 
country  missions;  Lieut.  Hewhall  and  Sgt.  Aliern,  Chicago, 111. , Jan.  8th  for  a 
PTl  aiipilane,  which  had  "been  given  a major  overliaul  at  this  Depot;  Lieiit,  Crabb, 
Selfridge  Field,  stopped  Jan.  11th,  en  route  from  Ft .Benjamin  Harrison,  Ind. , . 

on  a cross-country  mission, 

18th  Pursuit  G-roun,  Wheeler  Field,  T.H . 

The  first  of  the  grading  contract  for  the  new  Mieeler  Field  is-  nearing 
completion,  and  work  on  forty-three  sets  of  non-comraissioned  officers’  quarters  ■ 
and  a non-commissioned  officers’  bachelor  building  has  started.  According  to  , 
the  plans,  these  buildings,  will  be  most  attractive  and  their  completion  will 
give  the  Fiieeler  Field  non-commissioned  officers  the  finest  quarters  in  the  Air 
Corps.  Contracts  for  Officers’  quarters,  hangars,  barracks  and  shops  will  be 
let  within  the  next  few  months  and  before  the  year  is  out,  the  new  field  will 
be  well  tov/ard  realisation. 

The  75th  Service  Squadron,  unde.r  Lieut.  George  P.  Tourtellot,  is  busy  in-  ,7 
stalling  necessary  machinery  and  in  construction  of  tents  to  house  the  full, 
strength  of  personnel.  He  expects  to  have  the  Squadron  in  operating- condition  . ’ 
shortly,  which  w'ill  relieve  the  repair  situation  f.or  Lulce  Field  and  expedite  -r 
matters  for  us.  Lieut.  Harold  H.  Bassett,  who  arrived  recently,  was  assigned 
to  the  75th  Service  Squadron  and  a,ttached  to  the  26th  Attack  Squa.dron  for 
flying  duty. 

On  January  5th,  2nd  Lieut,  Louis  tV.  Strieber,  Air  Res.,  fl5mng  an  A-3  with 
Pvt.  Milo  Stearns,  3rd  Engineers,  as  passenger  crashed  in  a cane  field,  about 
ten  miles  south  of  Fxieeler  Field.  To  the  sorrow  of  the  entire  Group,  Lieut. 
Strieber  died  th_at  night  and  Pvt.  Stearns  two  days  later.  The  cause  of  the 
accident  will  probably  never  be  learned,  as  there  v/ere  no  witnesses  and  neither 
occupant  of  .the  airisla.ne  could  give  arn  account  of  the  accident, 

Maxv/ell  Field,  Montgomery,  Ala. 

In  the  line  of  sports,  chief  interest  Yia.3  centered  on  the  development,  of  a 
first-class  Polo  Team.  Eight  officers  are  vieing  for  ^places  on  the  first  string. 
Several  ve'ry  interesting  exh.ibition  games  have  been  played.  Twice  the  Maxwell 
outfit  lias  met-  a team  of  civilians  from  the  City  of  Montgomery,  whose  exper- 
ience is  as  limited  as  the  officers.  The  29th  Infantry  of  Ft.Benning,  Ga,,.was 
the  visiting  team  on  our  home  field  .011  one  occasion,  bringing  over  their  omi 
mounts  in  trucks.  This  contest  resulted  in  a victory  for  the  doughboys.  On 
Jan.  28th  our  outfit  proceeded  to  Benning  and  met  the  Infantry  on  their  own 
field,  the  fray  resulting  in  a victory,  by  one  goal.  Our  team  was  mounted  by 
the  29th.  Leading  players  for  the  Air  Corps  were  Liauts.  Murray  Woodbury, 

Richard  French,  S.C.Slye,  M.P. Borden,  Bruce  Tyndall,  Philip  Roll..  Acting  as 
coach  for  the  home  team  is  Capt.  John  Green,  Cav.,D.0.L.,  who  is  comiected  with- 
the  Lsinier  High  School  of  Montgomery. 

Flying  being  presumably  the  m.ost  important  function  of  the  Air  Corps,  Max- 
well is  holding  uid  by  work  on  radio-controlled  fli,^its  of  a nine-ship  formation. 
Major  Walter  Weaver,  Commanding  Officer,  is  in  active  direction  of  the  fliglits, 
radioing  his  orders  to  the  flig.it  leaders  from  his  control  p)lane  flying  above. 
Several  missions  were  performed  in  connection  with  the  Infantry  and  Artillery’s 
usual  monthly  maneuvers  at  Ft,  Benning,  Ga. 
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Ihe  chief  purpose  qf  .this  puhlieat Ion  is,  io  distrihote  infoimtion  on  aero- 
nautics ' to  the  flying  personnel  in' the ' Regular  Army,  Reserve  Cor^s, ' national 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation.  . ; 

Puhlishers  are  authorized  to  reprint  material  appearing  in 'this  puhlication, 

— OOO— -1-  ’ ‘ , 

?r£AT  KIE  AIR  CORPS  DOES  BESIDES  EIGHT  ’ ' - . 

!Ihe  Army  Air  Corps  is  hy  many  regarded  as  essentia,lly  a military  arm,  some- 
what remote  in  .its  activities  from  the  life  of  the  coraitry  as  a whole.  In'  real- 
ity, however,  this  -conception  is  subject  to  decided  modification.  While  its 
primary  function,  is,  of  course,  to  aid  in  the  Uatiojial  Defense,  the  operations 
of  the  Air  Corps  in  the  past  brought  it  into  close  contact  and  cooperation  with 
many  de-;artments  of  aeronautics  and  they  have  added  to  a Very  considerable  de- 
gree in  the  advancement  of  the  science.  In  fact,  Army  pilots  and  .technicians 
have  often  been  the  leaders  on  the  road  to  new  achievements. 

Witness,  for  example,  the  part  the  Air  Corps  played  in  the  development  of 
■many 'Of  the  .’things  which  nfede  possible  commercial  aviation  as  it  is  known,  in  ' 
this,  country  today.  Even  as  early  as  the  war  period,  during  1918-,  the  first 
regular  Air  Mail  Service. in  the  United  States  was  inaugurated  between  Washington 
and  New  York,  by  Air  Corps  pilots.  This  operation,  subsequently  taken  over  by 
the- Post  Office  Department,  thus  became  the  forerunner  of  the  transcontinental 
line  and  the  many  other  routes  which,  now  under  the  direction  of  private  c6h- 
tractors,  form  a network  over  the  entire  country.  Oliis  network  v/as  recently  ex- 
tended to  cover  Central  and . South  Arierica.  ’ , 

; The -development  of  commercial  flying  to  its  present  status  was  made  possible, 
however,  only  by  the  combined  utilization  of  many  different  factors,  which  to- 
gether work  for  increased  ©fficiency  and  safety.  During  the ’years  1921-1925, the 
routes,  loaoTni.  as  "Model  Airways,"  were  organized.  They  connected  various  Amgr 
fields  and  cities-  qf . importance  in  the  eastern  and  central  sections  of  the 
country,  and  were  floTOi  over  at  regular  intervals  by  Array  personnel,  both  for 
training  purposes  and  to  accomplish  necessary  diities.  The  deraonstratlon  of  reg- 
ularity and  reliability  thereby  given  did  much  to'  stimulate  the  organization  of 
commercial  lines. 

During  this  period,  the  Air  Corps,  through  the  efforts  of  its  Chief  and  of 
pilots  who.  had  landed  their  planes  at  fields  along  the  aiiw/ays,  encouraged  city 
officials  and  Chambers  of  Commerce  to  identify  their .particular  city  for  the  air 
traveler  by  painting-  its  name  on  some  prominent  roo.f  in  tovTn.  Several  industrial 
concerns  of  national  scope  adopted  this  nolicy.  The  Department  of  Commerce  later 
took  over  from  the  Amy  the  guardianship  of  the  airways  and  issued  a pamphlet  de- 
scribing standard  roof  iimrkings  desired  for  cities  and  villages.  .Besides  the 
name  of  the  place,  many  roof  signs  now  bear  an  arrow  pointing  north,  or  one  point- 
ing to  the  nearest  airport,  telling  also  its  direction  from  the  ’building* 

In  connection  -with  the  "Model  Airways,"  the  desirability  of  producing  special 
maps  for  airiolane  pilots  -soon  became  manifest.  Tlie  pilo-t  reqp,ires  different  In- 
formation than'is  contained  in  an  automobile  road  map.  As  a result  of  this  need, 
the  Air  Corps  pioneered  in  the  development  of  strip  maps,  at  that  time  a new  form 
of  cartography,  which  since  ^ then  have  been  continuously  modified  and  improved.  Up 
to  the  present  tip.ie,,.51.  of  these  ma.ps  have  been  imblished.  They  have  been  made 
available  to  the' -general  public  and  are  procurabie  from  the  Coast  and  Geodetic 
Survey,  Other  sections  have  been  similarly  mapped  by  the  Department  of  Commerce 
and  the  Hydrogfa-phic  Office  of  the  Navy,  which  productions  are  similarly  on  sale. 

Of  very  great  importance  in  commercial  aviation  is  the  amo'unt  of  night  fly- 
ing performed.  .It  is,  in  fact,  absolutely  essential  at  the  present  time*  With- 
out^it,  for  instance,  the  30-hour  coast-to- coast . mail  schedule,  would  be  an  impos- 
sibility. Night  flying  tests  .were  -inaagurated  by  the  Air  Corps  in  1921  from  the 
McCook  Field,  Dayton  .to  Colum'ijus,  Ohio,  and  ro.turn,  the  purpose  being  to  train 
our  pilots  and  to  develop  night  flying  equipment  on  airplanes,  such  as  landing 
field  li^ts  and  other  devices  for  night  flying.  Kie  Post  Office  Department,  and 
later  the  Air  feil  contractors,  profited  immensely  by  these  experiments  and  the 
resultant  development  of  egainment  and  methods  of  operation. 
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In  the  development  of  long-distance  flying  and  in  flights  joade  -under  ad- 
verse conditions,  the  use  of  radio,  has  steadily  ‘be.cojne  of  increasing  importance. 
The  success  of  late  East  to -West ,trans- Atlantic  flights  was  attributed  largely 
to  this  aid.  Radio  is  utilized  extensively  in  this  country  by  the  mail  lines 
and  commercial  routes  generally.  Here,  again,  the  Army  performed  much  pioneer 
work,  particularijr  in  the  development  of  the  radio  beacon.  With  this  device,  I 
which  flashes  signals  along  a previously  determined  route,  the  pilot,  by  means 
of  instruments,  learns  whether  he  is  keeping  on  the  correct  course.  This  is 
of  inestimable  value  when  flying  in  cloudy  or  foggy  weather. 

Instruments  of  various  kinds  are-  essentia-1  for  the  safe  and-  efficient  navi-  I 
gation  of  aircraft.  Continual  experime/nts  are  being  made  in  the  laboratory  of 
the  ifetcriel  Division,  Wright  Eieid,  Dayton,  0. , to  improve  existing  instruments 
and  devise  new  ones..  'Noteworthy  among  ■i')rojects  of  this  kind  was  the  development 
of  the  earth  inductor  compass  in  which  Army  engineers  played  an  important  part, 
Tliis  instrument  received  its  first  important  test  in  the  Round- the-Wo rid  Flight  i 
in  1924.  It  was  a project  which  had  previously  been  attempted  a number  of 
times  without  success.  It  finally  remained  for  an  Army  Air  Corps  expedition, 
headed  by  Capt.  Lowell  H.  Smith,  to  accom-plish  this  great  feat.  Starting  with 
four  -planes  and  flying  under  a variety  of  weather  conditions,  ranging  from  the  | 
Arctic  chill  of  Alaska  and  Greenland  to  the  steaming  heat  of  the  Burmese  jungles 
and  the  scorching  sun  of  Me.so'potamia,  three  planes  completed  the  flight  of 
28,000  miles  in  the  elapsed  time  of  371  hours'  and  11  minutes.  Two  of  the  four 
planes  which  origrnally  started  the  World  Flight  finished  the  entire  journey  and 
returned  to  the  starting  point.  Another  plane  was  substituted  at  Labrador  for 
the  "Boston,”  lost  off  the  Faroe  Islands.  ''Theel  landing  gears  were  used  on  the 
World  Cruisers  v;hile  flying  over  land,  but, during  long  over-water  stretches, 
floats  were  substituted.  This  wonderful  flight  was  made  possible  not  merely 
through  the  daring  of  the  airmen,  but  because  of  careful  and  scientific  planning 
in  advance  of  all  details  connected  with  the  entire  project. 

The  World  Fligiht,  while  one  of  the  most  memorable  in  Air  Corps  history,  was 
only  o'ne  of  a series  of  notable  achievements.  It  was  preceded  by  an  endurance 
flight  by  Lieuts.  John  A.  Facready  and  Oakley  G.  Kelly,  which  established  a new 
V7orld*s  duration  record,  and  was  followed  by  the  first  non-stop  flight  across 
the  United  States  by  the  same  officers  in  the  same  plane, 

Lie-ut.  Russell  L.  Maughan  established  a new  transcontinental  record  in  his 
Dawn-to-Dusk  flight  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  coast.  A recent  remarkable 
accompli slimenb  was  the,  flight  of  a Bombing  unit,  under  the  command  of  -Major 
Knerr,  from  the  Fast  to.  the  West  Coast  in  36  hours,  with  the  unit  in  such  excel- 
lent condition  at  the  completion  of  the  flight  that  it  was  ready  for  immediate 
action. 

Other  trips,  ma,de  partly  or  wholly  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  United 
States,  were  numerous,  the  earliest  of  these  being  to  Nome,  Alaska,  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  St.  Clair  Street t.  Accomplished  with  war-time  equipment,  this 
flight  was  successfu.lly  conducted  over  territory  never  before  traversed  by  plan 
and  hekped  to  demonstrate  the  advantages  of  flying  to  the  Alaskans.  Since  that 
time  important  commercial  developments  took  place  in  that  territory.  Because  o 
the  dearth  of  other  methods  Of  communication,  the  airplane  has  become  an  im-por- 
tant  transportation  factor. 

Numerous  other  flights  could  be  cited,  but  two  more  must  suffice.  In  1927 
the  Pan-American  Flight,  or  ”Good  Will”  Tour  of  five  amphibian  planes  under  Maj' 
Herbert  A.  Dargue,  visited  the  countries  of  Central  and  South  America.  A distan 
of  22, 065. ■-miles  was  covered, in  a flying  time  of  263  hours  and  15  minutes.  In  f 
same  year,  Lieuts.  Ivfodtland  and  Hegenbcrger  made  the  first  flight  betY/een  San 
Francisco  and  Hawaii,  a distance  of  2,400  miles,  in  25  hours  and  50  minutes.  Tn 
tri-p  was  particularly  notable  because  of  the  navigation  -problems  involved,  'the 
Hawaiian  Islands  re-presenting  trut  a small  point  in  the  wide  expanses  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean . 

Demonstrating  some  of  the  possibilities  inherent  in  the  airplane,  these 
flights  did  much  to  ins-pire  development  on  a commercial  basis.  The  extensive 
use  of  air  transportation  in  Alaska  has  been  mentioned.  Lines  were  also  inaugu- 
rated on  an  extensive  scale  in  South  America,  which  is  so  situated  as  to  be 
benefited  cunsidorably  by  this  method  of  transportation. 

Parachutes  occupy  an  im-portant  position  in  military  as  well  as  in  civil 
aeronautics.  They  have  proved  of  particular  value  to  the  Air  Mail  pilots  who 
are  frequently  com.pelled  to  fly  under  adverse  conditions.  While  the  parachute 
was  first  used  under  service  conditions  by  the  Germans  d-aring  the  War,  it  recei-'- 
ed  its  chief  im-petus  through  the  careful  and  scientific  experiments  conducted  b; 
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the  Materiel  Divi'eihn/c'f  the  Air  Corps..'’  'L|rgely'as';a,.resTilt  of  this  ‘VT'ork..  Amer- 
ican parachutes  have  become  standard  equipment  in  many  parts  of  the  world* 

Hie  Ivlateriel  IDi vision  is,  the  keystone  of  the  er'perimental  and.  development 
work  of ■ the  Air  Corps.  Its  laboratories,  recently  moved  from  McCook  Field  to 
Wright  Field, _ Dayton,  Ohio,  are  among  the  finest  in. the  world,  and  many  of  the 
developments  previously  mentioned  my  be  credited  largely  to,  the  work  carried' 
out  at  McCook  and  Wright  Fields.  The  reports  of  this  Division  have  to  a large 
extent  been  made  available  to  designers  and  constructors  of  commercial  aircraft, 
and  liave  proved  of  great  assistance  to  them.  Another  iimportant  accomplishment, 
was  the  work  carried  on  at  Dayton  in  connection  with  the  testing  and  development 
of  materials  used  in  aircraft  construction  and  the  standr.rdization  of  parts  and 
m.easurements,  which  has  undoubtedly  proved  of  value  to  the  industry. 

A special  division  at  Wright  Field  is  devoted  to  experimentation  on  engines 
and.  engine  parts.  The  supercharger  owes,  much  .of-  its  present  efficiency  to  the 
work  of  this  department..  A recent  noteworthy  development  was  the  introduction 
of  ethylene  glycol,  cor:mionly  referred  to  as  "Prestone,"  as  a cooling  medium. 
Utilizing  Prestone  cooling  as  a substitute  for  water  cooling  made  it  possible  to 
ran  the  engine  at  a higher  temperature  and  conse.quently  at  greater  efficiency; 
to  decrease  the  weight  of  the  cooling  fluid  carried  and  to  reduce,  the  size  of 
.the  radiator,  thereby  decreasing  air  resistance. 

A device,  recently  developed  and  tested  by  the  Air  Corps,  is  the  Mechanical 
Aviator  or  "Gyropilot,"  which  originated  from 'an  idea  of  Mr.  Sperry,  Once  set 
in  operation,'  this  apparatus  maintains  the  airplane  on  its  course,  automatically 
correcting  any  clianges  in  direction  or  altitude.  It  relieves  the  pilot  of  the 
strain  imposed  by  routine  flying  and,  when  finally  perfected,  will  undoubtedly 
prove  very  advantageous  in  commercial  as  well  as  military  aviation. 

Another  project  which  may  prove  of  considerable  value  in  aerial  transpor- 
tation,, and  in  which  the  Air  Corps  played  an  important  part,  is  that  of  refuel- 
ing an  airplane  in  flight  from  another  plane.  The  first  really  effective  de- 
monstration of  this  practice  was  made  in  1923  by  Lieuts.  Smith  and  Richter.  That 
flight  still  holds  the  W'orld’ s record  for  distance  for  airplanes  refueling  in 
flight,  the  total  mileage  covered  being  3,293.  During  January,  1929,  Major  Carl 
Spatz  and  his  crew  in  the  "Question  Mark,",  established  a record  for  sustained 
flight  by  means  of  refueling  while  in  the  air.  The  duration  record  of  over  150 
hours  has  been  broken  ms.ny  times  since,  but  this  flight,  together  with  the 
others,  brou^t  out  nruch  information  of' value  to  both  military  and  commercial 
aviation. 

In  photographic  work,  the  Army  has  pioneered  along  many  lines  and  trans- 
mitted the  resn.lts  of  its  development  work  to  those  engaged  in  the  business  of 
making  or  utilizing  aerial  photographs.  Ilotable  achievements,  which  in  many 
cases  were  s,ttained  in  cooperation  with  civilian  agencies,  were  the  introduc- 
tion of  filters  and  special  grades'  of  film.  ITew  records  .were  attained  in  alti- 
tude and  long-distance  photograxohy , night  photography  a,nd  the  ra^oid  finishing  oi 
photogra|)hs  in  the  air  after  the  ex'posures  have  been  made.  Hew  types  of  cameras 
were  also  developed.  It  is  noteworthy  that-  Captain  McRinley,  who  served  as 
aerial  photographer  with  the  Ryrd  Antarctic  Expedition,  was  trained  by  the  Army. 

: Another  iph,ase  of  aerial  transportation  in  the  Army  is  that  connected  with 
ambulance  -planes.  Hot  only  has  the  Army  benefited  by  the  humanitarian  work  car- 
ried cn  by  Air  Corps  -pilots  in  ambulance  pianos,  but  many  civilians  owe  their  . 
lives  today  to  the  rapidity  with  which  these  ships  brought  them  to  a place  where 
competent  medical  attention  was  available,  Tliis  has  been  true  in  Panama,  in  the 
Philip-pines,  in  Hawaii  and  in  some  of  the  sparsely  loo-pulated  sections  of  the 
West.  The  present  status  of  the  ambulance  in  this  co'antry  is  a direct  de- 

velopment of  the  "Mercy  Ship,"  a Cox-Klemin  amhulance  -plane  delivered  at  Kelly 
Field  early  in  1926,  and  used  to  carry  23  -patients  in  the  first  six  months  of 
its  service  there.  In  addition,  it  trans-ported  medical  officers  upo'n  a.  number 
of  other  occasions  to  places  where  their  ministrations  wore  urgently  needed. 

Hie  Air  Corps  has  always  shown  a willingness  to  cooperate  with  other 
branches  of  the  Government  and  with. outside  agencies.  Its  photographic  units 
have  ma-pped  many  thousands  of  square  miles,  for  the  U.,S.  Geological  Survey  for 
use  in  the  pre-paration  of  its  series  of  maps  which  v;ill  ultimately  cover  all  of 
the  United  States,  and  also  for  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  which  is  charged 
with  the  -pre-paration  of  maps  of  our  coasts  and  harbors,  A large  area  in  the 
vicinity  of  Phoenix,  Arizona,  was  recently  mapped  in  connection  with  the  work 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  on  the  prehistoric  canals  of  that  region.  A sur- 
vey was  also  made  of  the  Rio  Grande  River  from  El  Paso,  Texas,  almost  to  the 
•Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  the  joint  use  of  the  International  Water  Commission  and  the 
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International  Somidary . Commission.  ..Jfcotograplis.  of  the  eclipse- of  the  :S']an  In 
April,  1930,  were  maciG  for  the.  Lick  Observatory  and  Pomona  College,  which  are 
reported  to  have  proved  of  decided. scientific  value*  . . 

Cooperation  was  extended  in  many  cases,  towards  aiding  .commercial  develop-  :■ 
ments,  such  as  crop  dusting  and  other  projects.  Air  Corps  officers  pc..rticularly 
equipped  for  various  types  of  work  being  "loaned'*  for  such  purposes.  Along 
purely  scientific  linos,  the  work  of  Lieut.  James  H.  Doolittle  was  outstanding. 
Granted  a long  lea.ve  of  absence  to  conduct  experiments  in  "blind"  flying  for 
the.  Daniel  Guggenheim  Fund,  , his  experiments  resulted  in  the  development  of  new 
instruments  and  flying  technique.  He  gave  some  remarkable  demonstrations  of  . 
the  possibility  of  flying. and  landing  successfully  under  weather  conditions 
previously’-  considered  insurmountable.  This  work,  together  with  that  being 
carried  on  by  the  Air  Corps  in  the  use  of  a buried  "lead  in"  cable,  to  facili- 
tate landings  in  fog,  will  undoubtedly  -prove  a great  boon  to  commercial  aviation. 

Another  distinguished  officer,  whose  services  were  made  available  on  special 
occasions  outside  of  Army  activities,  .\7a5  Captain  Albert  W.  Stevens,  of  the 
Photographic  Section  of  Wright  Pieid.  Among  his  .exploits . was  his  participation 
as  vrerial  photographer  in  the  expedition  of  Dr.  .Alexander  Hamilton  Rice  in 
exploring  the  hGadv/aters.,.of  tributaries  of  the  Amazon  River.  • _ . 

The  Air  Corps  feels  that  it  may  justly  be ‘proud  of  its  contributions  to  the 
progress  of  aercnautics  generally.  It  has  consistently  maintained  a position  in 
the  forefront  of  development,  and  its  policy  will  undoubtedly  continue  to  be  one 
which  V7ill  encourage  and  foster  commercial  aviation  along  \vith  its  strictly 
military  developm.ent.  ^ . 

oUo — - , 

LIi7JT.:HA.HSELL»S  PARACHUTE  JUIvtP 

Second  Lieut.  ■ Haywood  S.  Hansell,  Air  Cores,  had  a thrilling  experience- on 
the  afternoon  of  Eebruary. 5th,  when  he  was  obliged  to  make  a forced  jump  from  a 
P-12C  airplane  in  order  to  save  his  life.  Lieut.  Hansell  had  been  testing  the 
P-12  with  a load  vhich  represented-, the  .weight  of  a radio  set.  At  an  alti-tade 
of  10,000  feet  he  put  the... ship:  in  a spin,  fromi  which  he  recovered  after  three 
turns.  He .then  put. the  ship  bn  a,  spin  in  the  opposite  direction,  but  after 
three  turns  was  unable  to  res-ume  normal  flight.  He  tried  every’^thing  possible  to 
recover  from  this  spin  and  finally,  at  an  altitude  -of  between  3,000  and  3,500  . 
feet,  decided  thc.t  it  ’.vas  useless  and,  after  considerable  difficulty,  managed 
to  push  himself  out  of  the  cockpit. 

The  jump  w’as  made  over  Bank  River.  Although  he  attempted  to.  slip  his  ‘chute 
in  order,  to  reach  land,  he  w;a3  unable  to  do  so  and  landed  in  the  water  about  300 
feet  from  shore,  Lie-at,  Hansell  had  been  unable  to  free  himself  from  his  para- 
chute before  striking  the  water  with  the  result  that  die  became  entangled  in  , the 
parachute  shroud  lines.  The  water  vas  not  deep,  but  due  to  the  fact  that  he  had 
on  a winter  flying  suit  and  moccasins,  he  wias  -anable  to  get  his  feet  on  the  bot- 
tom and  had  to  flounder  around  until  picked  up  by  the  speed- beat.  This  boat  . 
was  delayed  somexvhat  due  to  the  fact  tliat  the  water  was  low,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  skate  across  two  or  three  mud  flats  in  order  to  reach  Lieut.  Hansell, 

Eort-onately,  the  new  member  of  the  Caterpillar  Club  received  no  injuries, 
althou-gh  he  suffered  somev;hat  from  exposure  and  the  fact  that  he  swallowed  a 
considerable  amount  of  salt, water.  The  P-12  airplane  which  crashed  close  -by  was 
completely  wrecked, 

oOo 

AIR  CORPS  GEEICER  M.KES  GOOD  AS  A LECTURER 

Lieut,  Forrest  G.  Allen,  Air  Corps,,  of  Mitchel  .Field,  L.I.,  New  York,  re-, 
cently  lectured  before  the  students  of  New  York  University  on  Radio  and  its  ap- 
plication to  the  airplane,  Fne  lecture  was  delivered  at  the  request  of  Lieut. 
Sam-ael  ?,  Hills,  who  is  on  detached  service  at  the  IT.Y.U.  Lieut.  Allen* s lec- 
ture was  so  interesting  and  so  apprecia-bed  by  the  students,  that  they  asked  him 
to  com.e  again.  He  delivered  his  second  lecture  on  February  13th,  and  his  third 
a week. later. 

— — oOo 

The  36th  Pursuit  Squadron,  recently  organized  at  Se'if ridge  Field,  is  now;-'  -' 
equipping  a flight  with  oxygen  apparatus  in  preparation  for  a series  of  altitude.- 
tests  to  determine  the  ceiling  and  the  performance  of  the  P-6 ‘s. 
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. . ..  -.GEOEGiJ  mSHINGTON^S, 

Apparently,  George  fashington, was  not  only  the  father  of  his  country,  but 
also  something:  like  , the  godfather;  of  aviation  in  Anerica.  At  any  rate,  he 
wrote  a letter  for  one  Monsieur  Blanchard,,  x7ho  made  the  first  balloon  ascension 
in  this  country  at.  Philadelphia  in  1793^  -The  letter,,  reprinted  in  St'.Hicholas, 
reads;  • ■ . 'v;  , ' 

: - "George..  Washington,  President  of  .the'  United  .States.' of  America.  To  All  to 
Whom  these  Present's  shall . come . 

The  bearer  hereof  j.  Mr.  Blanchard,  a citizen  of  France,  pro;oosing  to  ascend 
in  a balloon, from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  10  o* clock  A.  M.  this  day,  to 
pass  in  such  direction  and  to, descend  in'  such  place  as  circumstances  may  render 
most  convenient  - . ' . ' 

TEESB  AEE  therefore  to  recommend  to  all  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
others,.- that  in  his  passage,,  descent,  return,  or  journeying  elsewhere,  they  op- 
pose no  hindrance  or  molestation  to  the  said  Mr.  Blanchard;  And  that  on  the 
contrary,  they  .receive  and  aid  him  with  that  humanity  and  good  will  which  may 
render  honor  to  their  country,  and  justice  to  an  individual  so  distinguished  by 
his  efforts  to  establish  and  advance  an  art,  in  order  to  malce  it  useful  to  man- 
kind in  general.:  ';..'  „,  ' 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  this  ninth  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- three,  and  of  the  indexoen- 
dence  of  America  the  seventeenth. 

Signed^  . 

(Seal)  : x '^  . GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

— oQo , 

"LIGHT,  HORSE"  HARRY  INVENTS  NEW  MANEUVER 


According  to  the  Selfridge  Field  Corres;oondent, the  Air  Corps  in  general 
and  the  94th  Pursuit  Squadron  in  particular  is  the  richer  by  a nev/  maneuver, 
invented  by  Lieut.  Harry  (Light  Horse)  Wilson,  Air  Corps,  This  maneuver  has 
been  christened  and  will-  duly  go  on  record  as  the  "Wilsonburg  Circle." 

"The  best  way  to  describe  the  maneuver  would  be  to  say  that  it  is  a 
direct  descendant  of  the  ground  loop,"  says  the  Corres-pondent,  and  he  then 
adds:  "However,,  it  must  not  be  confused  with  the  ground  loop,  even  if  it  does 
consist  of  whirling  around  rapidly  on  the  ground.  An  intricate  and  detailed 
description  of  the  .maneuver  would  take  too  much  s;.pace,  so  the  main  points  are 
as  follows;  It  must  be  performed  with  a P-1  without  brakes,  take  place  immedi- 
ately before  a major  Group  -problem  and  when  all  four  Squadrons  are  taxying  into 
position  on  the  field;  and  last  and  most  important  of  all,  the  pilot  ;nerforming 
the  maneuver  must  require  the  assistance  of  at  least  six  pilots  of  the  surround- 
ing ships  to  get  into  position  in  the  formation.  It  is  a very  difficult  maneuv- 
er and  should  not  be  attempted  until  after  long  and  continuous  T)3ractice, "■ 

- — oOo 

94TH  PURSUIT  SQUABRON  HONORS  WAR-TIME  "ACE"  AT  FUNERAL 

Eight  members  of  the  94  th  Pursuit  Squadron,  1st  Pursuit  Grou-p,  Self  ridge 
Field,  Mich.  ,-  Eieuts.  H.'A.  Johnson,  R.D.  Moor,.  N.B.  Harbold,  J.V.  Crabb,  C.R,. 
Feldniann,  S.E.  Yoder,  A.T,  Johnson  and  H.O.  Coleman  - flew  to  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  , 
January  End,  to  serve  as  honorary  'pallbearers  at  the  funeral  of  former  Lieut. 
Paul  Baer,  a member  of  the  94th  during  the  World  War. 

Lieut,  Baer  was  killed  December  9th  in  China,  when  the  ship  he  was  flying 
hit  the  mast  of  a. Chinese  Junk  on  the  tal^e-off.  His  body  was  shfpxDed  back  to 
his  former  home  to\wi  and  he  was  given  a full  military  funeral.  The  first  -part 
of  Lieut.  Baer’s  service  was  with  the  Lafs.yette  Escadrille  and  later,  when  the 
United  States  entered  the  war,  he  transferred  to  the  American  Air  Corps.  He  was 
officially  credited  with  the  destruction  of  nine  enemy  -planes  and  he  claimed 
eight  others,  which  were  never  made  official.  During  the  cou-rse  of  one  of  his 
combats  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Gernjans,  which  terminated  his  brilliant  ■ 
war-time  career.  He  was  among  the  first  of  the  Anerican  flyers  to  receive  the 
distirguished  Service  Cross. 

given  a sincere  and  impressive  funeral,  with  six  ships  from 
Selfridge^ flying  the  "ghost"  or  blank  file  fori-imtion  over  the  funeral  procession. 
Four  of  his  former  comrades  of  the  Lafayette  Escadrille,  Tliomas  Cassidy,  George 
Donald  Eldridge  and  Fredk.  W.  Zinn  were  -present,  carrying  the  color  of 
tmu  famous  organization.  Major  H.  Weir  Cook,  formerly  of  the  1st  Pursuit  Group 
and  a retire sentative  of  the  Chinese  Airways  Federal  Inc. , hy  whom  Baer  was  em- 
'ployed,  escorted  the  body  to  this  country  and  was  also  present  at  the  funeral. 
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Officers  re  ■'orting:  at  Brooks  FielGl,*  5exa,Si wlaose-  ^'figures"  are  inclined 


HI&SH  ZLYI.I&-  BI  THE  17TE  PURSUIT  SQUADROH 

. -Selfridge  Field-  was  tlie  scene  of  a great  .deal,  of  niglit  flying  activity 
during  the  past  few  weeks..  'Bie  several  squadrons" of  tlie  1st  Rirsuit  C-rcra.-p  alter- 
nated, in  training  their  pilots  on  Individual  flights  and -landings  and  then  have 
PDracticed  element  flight  and  squadron  formation  to  accustom  the  pilots  to  flying 
and  landing  in  formation  at  night,.  , . . , 

As  a climax  to.  their  .recent  night  flying  training,  the  17tli  Pursuit  Squadron, 
coimnanded  by  Ca-ptain  Ros.s  G.  Hoyt,  .made  two' night  cross-country  flights  which 
have  proven  exceptionally  interesting  and  instructive  to  the  pilots  partici-pating. 
The  first  trixD  was  from  Self  ridge  Field,  Mich.,  to  the  Fairfield,  • Ohio,  Air  Depot, 
on  the  night  of  February  12th.  Iho  squadron  of  eighteen  P-12G  airplanes,  fully 
equipped  with  navigation  lights  and  fla,res,  took,  off  at  6f00  o*  clock  and  arrived 
at  Fairfield  about  8:.30.  The  FoMcer  Transport,  'piloted  by  Captain  Roderick  H, - 
Ott,  and.  carrying  mechanics  of  the  ^7th  Squadron,  hit  inclement  weather  and  was 
forced  to  return  to  Self  ridge  Field.  Tlie  reports  from"  Self  ridge -Field  showed 
that  the  weather  was ' becoming  hazardous  for  night  flying,  so  the ' Squadron- re- 
mained at  J^airfield.  that  night  and  spent  Friday ■ in  insiiec ting  the  Dejpot- and-  the 
plant  of  the  l-iatoriel  Division  at  Wright  Field, '■  returning  to ' Selfridge'  Field  on 
Saturday  morning.  The  officers  making  the  flight  were  Major  Browbr,  Captain  ■ 
Hoyt,  .Lieut s.  ?Jolf,  Moor,  Sterling,  Ryan,  The i sen,  ■ Reed,  -Slaght,'  'Birns,  Warburton, 
Van  Aulcen,  Morgan,  Heimaii,  Hixson,  Horraan,  Merrill,  Estes. 

Proxiarations  were  immediately.,  niade  by  the.  17th  Squadron  to  clear  for 
Bolling  Field,  Washington,  D.C.,  -as  soon  as-  the  weather  .-permitted.  Rer)orts  of 
Xse.-rfect  weather  conditions  being  received,  the  Squadron  took  off  at  5s50  p.m. , 
Sunday,  February  15th,  accompanied  by  a,  Ford  tri-motor  Transport  , carrying' six 
enlisted  mechanics..  ■ The  night  was  beautifully  dear  with  stars  shining  brightly, 
and  practically  no  growid  ha.ze..  Due 'to  the  lack  of  moon-light,  objects  on' the  ■ 
ground  -were  not  perceptible,  but  on  account  of  the  very  clear  air  the  lights  of 
the  towns  and  cities  along,  the  way  Were  very  distinct.  A favorable  wind  was' 
.encountered  at  Sandusky  aip.d.,from  there  to  Uniontown-,  and  thence  to  Washington. 

The  Squadron,. -averaging  a .‘speed  of  170  miles  an  hour,  arrived  over  Washington 
in  two  and  one-half  hours  from  the  time  of  take-off,  and  circled  the  city  in 
■ close,  fo mat-ion  .and  then  , in  column.  The  landi.ng  at  Bolling  Field  was  made  in 
-.-elements  of  ■ three  planes  each,  and  the  last  Pursuit  ship  had  barely  taxied  u-p 
to  the  line  before  the  tri-mptpred,  Trans;oort  arrived.  The  personnel  of  this  trip 
included  Liouts.,  Rhudy,  Wolf,  Moor,  Sterling,  Ryan,  Theisen,  Reed,  Slaght,  Bums, 
Warburton,  Van  ,Aul:en,  W..M.  Morgan,  Heiman,  Hixson,  Ilorraan,  Merrill  and  Estes,  ■ 
Captain  Hoyt  commanded  the  flight,  and  XdeTit.  Griffith  piloted  the  Transport.  ■ 

The  flight  clearly  proved  that  a pu.rsuit  Squadron  can  successfully  move 
at  night  over  imlighted  airways  with  full  eoumraent  and' accompanied  by  mechanics 
in  trans-ports.  Tlae  flight  did  not  require  any  unusual  preparation,  and  no 
s-pecial  equi-praent.  was  used,  • 

Due  to  a-rproaching  inclement  ?/eather,  the^  Squadron  returned  to  Self  ridge 
Field  on  the  afternoon  of  February  J6th.  The  Ford  Transport,  -piloted  by  Lieut, 
Griffith,  was  forced  to  land  near  Sandusky,  Ohio  , on  account  of  bad  weather.  ■ 

— oOo ■■ 

CAPTAIN  RALEY  GRADUATES  FROM  LAW  SCHOOL 

Captain  S.W.  Raley,  Air  Corps,  stationed  at  Brooks -Field,  Texas,  v/as  includ- 
ed in  the  list  of  graduates  of  the  San  Antonio  Law  School,  and  already  has  stood 
the  bar  examinations  in  the  contemplation  of  becomihg  'a‘ full-fledged  lawyer, 
hope  that  he  has  successfully  passed' 'the  examinations  is-  being  iridely  expressed, 
since  a number  of  x^rpsipectlve  clients'  are  awaiting  his  counsel.'  Ca'ptain  Raley- 
is  being  accorded 'the  c.ongi-atulations  of  his  many  friends  oil' the  Field,  who  ex- 
press confidence  that  he  will  obtain  the  necessary  license.' 

, , v„__qOo- — - 

Evidencing  that  children  oftentimbs  demonstrate  a surprising  de-pth  of  intel- 
ligence in  -their  inquiries,'  the  following  episode 'is  '-rferjorted  by  the -Brooks  Field 
Corres-pondent ; When  Lieut. -Col.  H,  B.  Clagett,  Coramaridi'hg  Officer  of  -Brooks  Fielc 
recently  insxiected  the,,  garages  of  the  field,  he  was  told  by  a subordinate  in 
charge  that  the  condition  .bn  rainy  days  was  such  that  ’it  required  tT.7ent'y  tracks 
to  pull  one  truck  from  the  garage.  Y«liereup,o,h,  little  Miss  Clagett,  'who  was  ac- 
companying her  father,  looked  u-p  and  asked;  "Well,  Daddy,  how  do  they  get  the 
first  one  out?" 
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-'  ■FOHT  SlLL  'mERS  LOST  HaNTim  VAESY 

'.It  required' .'less  'tlian  aii  liour^s  search  by  airplanes  to'  locate  a party  of 
hunters  reported' missing  for  two  days.  Responding  to  a telephone  call  from 
the  Obamber  of'  Cbmraerce  of  ■•Labb'ock,  Texas,  requesting  aid  in  the  search  for 
this  party,,  ^jor  Lewis  H.  Brereton,  leading  a flight  of  five  planes,  took  off 
for  Lubbock  and,  upon  arrival,  found  that  the  mission  ivas  to  search  a strip  of 
■.  territory  extending  west  from  Lubbock- tc  the  New  Mexico  - Texas  line,  and  cover-  ‘ 
ing  approximately  1200  square  miles' of  a wilderness  of  sand  hills  and  mesqaite, 

- with  a ‘few  antelope-' thrown  in  for  local  color.  !Rie  territory  was  divided  into 
strips,  and' one  ms  k's'signed  tc  eadi  plane. 

The'- car- belonging  to 'the  hunters  v/as  located  within  an  hour  after  the 
■planes  took 'Off'  from' Lubbock.  Two  of  the  h-unting  party  were  with  the  car  and 
were'  'barried  back' to  Lubbock  by  searching  parti|s  on  the  ground,.  The  third 
member  of  the  -party  Was  found  dead  later  in  the  day  by  searehing'-parties  on  the 
ground.  Had- a' reque'st 'been  made  for  planes  in  the  beginning,  much  hardship 
could  have  be eh  avoided' and  possibly  one  life  saved. 

Those  participating  in  the  aerial  'searcdi,  in  addition  to  Ifejor  Brereton, 
were  Lieuts.  Percefull Houle , Wait' and  Miller,  pilots, 'and  Lieuts,  Roe,  Miller, 
Hunt,-  fester  Sergeant  Colby  and  Sergeant  Carter,  observers, 

— oOo— . ■ ' ■ . 

' ' ' ' FLYING  CALET'  mTOS  OH  m , ' 

Jarit a, "Mexico,  a pretty  little  Mexican' village,  will  perhaps  stand  out  in 
the  memory  of  Flying  Cade ■fc  Frank  P.  Smith,'  of  'Brooks  Field , as  no  other' Mexican 
town,  and  for  good  reason.  On  February  6th,  Cadet  Smith  was  a member  of  the 
Basic  Stage  classwhich  flew  on  a' cross-country  training  trip,  with  Laredo, 

Texas, -the  "objective.”  The  students  were  to  stop  enroute  at  Corpus  Christi. . 
Cadet  Smith  "accompli  shed"  Corims  Christi' without  mishap,  but  when  his  class 
reached  Laredo  and  were  ready  for  their "check  in*s,"  he  was  missing.  It  was  not 
until  the  next'  day  that  he  arrived  at  Brooks  Field,  after  a most  Interesting 
experience,  • -■  ' 

After  leaving  Corpus  Christi,  Cadet  Smith  flew  into  a rain  storm.  Emerging, 
he  found  himself -off  his  course.  He  landed,  arid  then  fd'und  that'  during  the  rain- 
storm he  had  crossed  the  Rio  Grande,  and  that  'his  plane  had  come’  to, rest  in  the 
picturesque  little  Mexican  town  of  Jarita,  about  15  miles  from'toredo.  The 
Flying  Cadet -was  most  courteously  received  by  the  Mexican  officials,  who .kindly 
accompanied  him  to  the  customs  house  at  Biovo  Laredo,  where  he  comraoni cat ed' with 
Fort  McIntosh  at' Laredo,-  Lieut,  D. A.  Morris,  8th  Sigineers,  Commanding  Fort 
•McIntosh,  went  over  to  Miev6  Laredo  and  conferred  with  the  Mexican  officials, . 
with  the  result  that  Cadet  'Smith  was  allowed  to  leave  his  plane  at ' Jarita  while 
he  himself  went  to  Fort  McIntosh  to  spend  the  night.  Bie  next  day  he  retrieved 
his  plane  and  flew  it  bade  to  his  home  station.  Incidentally,  in  the  incident 
is  depicted  another  evidence  of  the  cordial  relations  existing  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  the  Mexican  officials  manifesting 
every  courtesy  in  handling  the  situation. 

— oOo— 

HAND  CRANKING  OF  AUTOMOBILES  PROVES  LiNGEROUS  . 

Eie  News  Letter  Correspondent  reports  that  automobiles  and, not  airplanes 
were  the  means  by  which  two  Brooks  Field  officers'  were  laid  up  for  repairs  just 
recently.  Second  Lieut'.  E..E.'  Co'bb,  Supply  Officer  of  the  52nd  School  Squadron, 
sustained  quite  a painful  injury  when,  in  cranlclng  his  car,  he  lost  control  of 
the  crank,  which  slipped  and  knocked  his  right  hand  against  a car  license  plate, 
resulting  in  deep  lacerations*  A day  or  so  later,  Lieut,  H.L,  Easton,  Supply 
Officer  of  the  58th  Service  Squadron,  sustained  a similar  injury  when  his  car 
stalled  in  the  midst  of  traffic,  on  the  main  street  of  San  Antonio*s  business 
section.  In  attempting  to  crank  the  car  by  hand,  Lieut,  Easton  suffered  a seri- 
ous sprain  of  his  fingers.  Both  officers  still  carry  their  respective  appendages 
in  bandages,  ' ' ■ , . . ■ ^ 

Just  recently  we  reed  about  the  proposed  adoption  of 'the  hand  inertia  start- 
ers for  cranking  training  planes  at  Brooks  Field,  It  looks  as  If  these  starters 
would:  also  come  In  handy  for  use  wi’th  automobiles, 
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THS  HISTORY  OF  TH3  PISTOL  Th^  hajodgun  back  so  far  into 

' ' Rsr  It.  J.L.  Eitchings,A.C>  antiquity  that,  its  oTigin  is  not  definite- 

ly known.  Th'e  :Cliinose  were  said  to  have 
(The  second  article  of  this  series)  had  knowledge  of  gunpowder  before  ;:fecon’s 

alleged  discovery  of  it  in  the  Thirteenth 
Century,  It  is  -probable  that  the  Chinese  raatchlock  hand  cannon  dates  back  to 
about  that  time, 

Camminelleo  Vitelli  is  commonly  credited  with  the  invention  of  the  pistol 
in  1540  at  Pistoria,  Italy;  and  the  word  "Pistol"  is  thus  popularly  derived 
from  "Pistoria."  In  1850  the  pistol,  still  a matchlock,  was  adopted  for  the 
French  cavalry,  ■ ■ 

^e  earliest  improvements  all  dealt  with  the  method  of  ignition.  Thus, 
in  Gei’-many,  the  match-lock  was  soon  replaced  by  the  wheel-lock.  In  1630,  the 
flint-lock  was  invented.  Then  came  the  pill-lock,  a transition  step.  And 
finally,  in  1807,  Alexander  Forsythe  invented  the  percussion  cap,  which  made 
all  modern  firearms  possible. 

With  the  development  of  duelling  pistol  in  the  18th  Century  came  increased 
accuracy,  and  the  accompanying  problems  of  sighting.  The  first  pistols  had  had 
no  sights  at  all;  the  early  duelling  pistols  had  a shotgun  bead,  with  no  rear 
sight.  This  in  tu.rn  gave  way  to  a vee  notch  rear  sight,  with  a bead,  bar  or 
knife  front  siglit. 

Rifling  was  invented  in  1520  by  Rollner,  a Viennese  gunsmith.  Its  possi- 
bilities were  not,  however,  realized  for  a long  time,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
close  of  the  duelling  period  that  rifling  was  applied  to  pistols. 

During  all  this  time  the  original  horsepistol  or  duelling  pistol  shape  of 
stock  was  retained.  The  saw  handle  grip  was  tried,  found  inferior, . and  discard- 
ed. Although  the  mechanism  of  the  modern  automatic  necessitated  its  resurrec- 
tion, the  sav;  handle  grip  is  so  relatively  disadvantageous  for  extreme  accuracy 
that  the  best  single  shot  pistols  are  still  -made  on  duelling  pistol  lines.  The 
reason  for  this  will  be  explained  in  a later  article. 

So  far,  the  only  attempt  at  repeated  fire  with  a handgun  had  been  the 
double-barrel,  which  was  built  with  the  barrels  placed  side  by  side  or  over  and 
under,  and  ignited  by  flint  or  percussion  locks.  Dut  the  percussion  cap  had 
paved  the  \my  for  a mlt 1-loading  pistol, -and  it  was  not  long  in  appearing.  The 
pepperbox,  with  its  double  action  mechanism  and  its  ring  trigger,  was  the  first 
type  to  appear.  England  claims  the  invention  of  the  revolver,  which  remains 
the  best  slow- fire  repeating  handgun;  but  in  1835  Colonel  Samuel  Colt,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.-,  first  rendered  it  a success. 

With  the  advent  of  cartridges,  just  before  the  Civil  War,  came  the  breech 
loader  and,  with  the  advent- of  the  breech  loader,  new  experiments  in.  repeating 
mechanisms.  One  pistol  had  a lever  action,  tho  trigger  guard  acting  as  the 
lever.  The  T/inchester- repeating  rifle  was  developed  from  this  patent.'  Rut 
the  revolver  remained  the  favorite . 

At  the  start  of  the  Civil  War,  percussion  revolvers  were  the  rule.  At 
this  time,  however,  the  SmAth  & Wesson  and  Colt  Companies  came  out  with  breech 
loading  revolvers,  shooting  the  first  revolver  cartridge  to  be  used  - the 
,22  short.  It  seems  anus ing  now  to  think  that  many  Army  officers  purchased 
these  weapons  and  considered  themselves  well  arm.ed  for  combat. 

f&iny  exaggerated  stories  ha.ve  been  circulated  as  to  the  shooting  ability 
of  the  old-time  western  cowboys.  The  tro.th  seems  to  be  that  they  excelled  in 
the  quick  draw  and  in  getting  a first  shot  off  with  sufficient  accuracy  to  hit 
a roan  at  about  fifteen  feet  and,  when  they  took  careful  aim,  \ised  their  revolv- 
ers with  effect  up  to  about  a hundred  yards.  Tbeir  weapons,  although  well  shape 
and  balanced,  were  relatively  inaccurate,  and  their  amiminitibn  was  more"  so.  It 
is  not  believed  t-hat  such  historic  shots  as  Hickok  could  stack  up  with  the  best 
modern  shots  in  either  slow  or  rapid  fire. 

American  target  shooting  with  a pistol  dates  back  to  1860,  when  the  first 
known  American  match  was  fired  betvreen  Captain  Travers  and  an  unknown  opponent. 
The  targets  were  dinner  plates,  nine  inches  in  diameter,  placed  at  100  feet. 
Cautain  Travers  won,  breaking  11  out  of  15;  his  opponent  breaking  9 out  of  15. 
This  is  about  the  accuracy  attained  by  an  apt  novice  with  a month*  s training. 

In  1865,  Colonel  William  F.  Cody  (£iiffa.lo  Bill)  and  Captain  William  P. 
Scha.af  toured  the  country  giving  exhibitions.  Ca.ptain  Schaaf  then  joined 
Captain  Travers  in  a further  esdiibition  tour. 

In  1881,  the  famous  Ira  Paine  went  abroad  to  give  exhibitions  of  pistol 
shooting  in  the  princlual  countries  of  Siiroue.  In  1882,  he  was  knighted  by  the 
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King  of  Snain  for  his  skill.  In  hia  exhihitixxtis  he.-used  the  Ste-^rens^hord  model 
pistol  and  a Smith  & Woscon  Bus si^n.  model  revolver.  Paine  sights,  until  recent-^ 
ly  the  standard,  take  their  na.me  from  him. 

Eie  National  Hifle  Association  has  the  honor  of  having,  in  1886,  at 
Creedmoor,  first  organized  and  po-onlarized  target  shooting  with  the  pistol. 

Under  its  aus^Dices,  an  open,  unlimited  reentry  match  was  held  in  that  year. 

Firing  on  a 200- yard  Standard  Auerican  rifle  target  at  25  yards,  the  three  high 
contestants  made  5-shot  scores  of  48  out  of  50,  flie  same  target  is  now  used  at 
50  yards;  5-shot  possibles  on  it  are  frequently  seen.  I saw  StoclfLin  of  Chicago- 
make  99  out  of  100  on  it  at  55  yards  ’.rith  a revolver. 

In  October,  1886,  Chevalier  Ila  Fciiid-.r g'tablishcd  the  first  national  revol- 
ver record  by  malcing  a score  of  791  out  of  1000  on  a standard  American  target  at 
50  yards,  a score  which  can  now  bo  sur  assed  by  any  good  novice. 

In  machine  rest  tests  conducted  in  1690,  groups  of  1^  to  1§  inches  at  50 
yards  were  obtained  with  revolvers,  a fact  which  proves  that  even  at  this  .early 
date  pistols  and  aj'-nimanition  were  approaching  modern  accuracy. 

In  February,  1900,  the  United  States  Revolver  Association  was  formed  at 
Coni  in  ’ s shooting  gallery  in  iTew  York  City.  This  excellent  organization,  spe- 
cializing in  the  handgun,  soon  took,  control  of  American  pistol  shooting  and  or- 
ganized annual  national  championship  matches.  It  has  been  responsible  for  the 
training  and  successes  of  our  international  pistol  teams,  and  is  today  the 
final  American  authority  on  the  use  of  the  pistol.  Its  nucleus,  the  Springfield 
Revolver  Club,  has  developed  the  doctrine  of  pistol  shooting  which  is  respon- 
sible for  the  success  of  practically  all  our  best  shots.  The  Swringfield 
Revolver  Club  Doctrine  will  be  discussed  in  detail  in  a later  article. 

In  1903,  John  3ro’.7n,ing  invented  an  automatic  loading  device  from  vjhich  the 
modern  Colt  automa-tic  v/as  developed.  The  maga.zine  in  the  stock  has  necessitated 
a saw-handle  grip;  the  recoiling  mechanism  has  necessitated  a heavy  trigger  pull. 
In  spite'  of  these  disadvantages,  the  automatic  pistol  has.  proved  the  easiest 
weapon  for  the  average  nan,  with  limited  training,  to  learn  to  shoot  with  suffi- 
cient accuracy  to  hit  an  opponcnt.at-  25  yards;  and  it  has  also  proved  capable  of 
the  greatest  rapidity  of  firing  and  loading.  For  these  reasons,  it  is  the  best 
type  of  pistol  for  the  service.  Former  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  Crowell,  in 
charge  of  nunitions  during  the  G?zeat  War,  pronounced  the  .45  automatic  pistol 
one  of  the  outstanding  successes  of, the  war.  It  is  not,  however,  comparable  in 
slow  fire  acairacy  to  the  single  shot  pistols,  or  to.  the  revolver,. 

The  final  development,  which  has  revolutionized  pistol  scores  and  thus 
caused  a revival  of  interest  in  the  pleasant  and  valuable  sport  of  pistol  shoot- 
ing, is  the  Patridge  sight.  Invented  by  E.E.  Patridge,  a famous  shot  who  in 
1902  tied  the  100-shot  pistol  record  of  942  out  of  1,000,  it  has  within  the  last 
five  years  become  standard  for  almost  all  pistols. 

The  first  international  pistol  match  was  held  between  the  United  States  and 
france  in  1900.  The  United  States  won  by  61,  points,  J.A.  Dietz  shooting  hi^ 
gun.  We  also  won  in  1903, .1908,  1912,  1913  and  1920,  were  beaten  by  Switzerlahc 
and  Italy  in  1922,  and  won  by  default  in  1923. 

Of  all  the  interesting  figures  in  contermporary  pistol  shooting,  two  .espe- 
cially outstanding  are  Dr.  I.R.  Calliins  and  Colonel  Roy  D,’  Jones,  Quartermaster 
Reserve.  Dr.  Calkins  is  a skillful  -practicing  surgeon,  whose  hobby  is  pistol 
shooting.  Ee  fired  on  his  first  international  team  in  1903,  and  has  been  brealr- 
ing  records  ever  since.  As  President  of  the  U.S.  R.A. , he  makes  a genial  and 
capable  leader.  When  Colonel  Jones,  who  is  forever  S'purring  the  Doctor  on, tells 
him  that  so-and-so  has  ^ust  laid  down  a 97,  the  Doctor  smiles  blandly  and  says; 
'‘Well,  that *3  fine.  Hg*s  learning  to  shoot,  isn»t  he?" 

Colonel  Jones,  Secret ary- Treasurer  of  the  U.S.  R.A. , who  captained  one 
International  Team.,  is  easily  the  best  pistol  coach  in  the  country.  It  is  chief! 
due  to  his  efforts  that  the  accepted  doctrine  of  pistol  shooting  has  been  de- 
veloped, standardized  and  spread.  Ee  is  Shooting  I.fe.ster  of  the  famous  Springfiel.. 
Revolver  Club,  the  undefeated  champio.ns  of  the  coimtry  for  eleven  years. 

The  title  of  the  next  article  wrill  be:  "Choosing  a Target  Pistol," 

. — oOo — - 

The  pilots  of  Clark  Field,  Paimpanga,  P.I.,  amassed  a grand  total  of  2505 
hours  of  fl.ying  time  during  the  year  1930.  About  90fo  of  this  tim.e  represents 
tactical  missions, as  cross-country  flights  are  practically  negligible. 
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MOHE  "DOPE"  OiT  "DTOOPIHG-  IilDIM"  ■ lESIGlTIA 
the  Selfridge  Field  Corres-^ondent 

A feu  months  ago  the  Hev/s  Letter  carried  an  article  regarding,  the 
Insignias  in  the  Air  Corps , mentioning  the  fact  tliat  that  of  the  94th  Pursuit 
Squadron  was  the  "Whooping  Indian."  ©lis  is,  of  course,  the  truth,  hut  it  is 
not  the  entire  truth.  Lieut.  Harry  A.  Johnson,  Commander  of  the  94th  Scfuadron, 
has  made  quite  an  extensive  study  of  the  history  of  the  Smmdron  and  has 
brought  out  some  interesting  facts.  The  following  is  a short  history  of  the 
"Whooping  Indian"  insignia  which  was  the  first  to  cross  the  lines  during  the 
V/orld  War  with  American  pilotsj 

Sliortly  after  the  opening  of  the  War,  a movement  was,  set  on  foot  by  Norman 
Prince,  an  American  flying  for  Prance,  to  form  an  Aero  ScJnadron  composed  exclu- 
sively of  Americans  who  were  then  fighting  in  the  Foreign  Legion.  After  con- 
siderable delay,  this  was  finally  accomplished,  and  the  Squadron  became  loiown 
as  the  Lafayette  Escadrille,  Of  course,  the  problem  of  selecting  an  insignia 
came  up  at  once  and,  since  the  "Vihooping  Indian"  seemed  to  typify  America  so 
perfectly,  it  was  chosen  almost  unanimously. 

Later,  in  1917,  \/hen  the  Anerican  lOord  Aero  Squadron  came  over  to  France, 
many  of  the  pilots  from  the  Lafayette  Escadrille  transferred  to  the  American 
Squadron.  In  fact,  practically  all  of  the  flying  officers  of  the  103rd  v/ere 
officers  from  the  Lafayette  Escadrille.  At  about  the  sajne  time  the  94th  Squad- 
ron, then  at  the  front,  also  received  some  transfers  from  the  Sscadrillo. 

At  the  close  of  the  v/ar,  both  of  these  organizations  were  demobilized  and 
became  the  same  as  the  prehistoric  animals  - extinct.  Later,  ho\vever,  the 
94th  and  103rd  were  reconstituted  as  the  94th  Pursr.it  Squadron,  irAeriting  the 
history  and  citations  of  both,  and  many  of  the  honors  of  the  old  Lafayette 
Escadrille.  For  a time  the'  old  94th  insignia,  the  "Hat  in  the  Hing,"  was  used 
as  the  Sqiadron  insignia  for  the  new  Sqiadron,  but  circuiustances  forced  the 
abandonment  of  this  emblem  a short  time  later. 

It  appears  rather  appropriate  that  the  old  "Plumed  Warrior"  or  ."Whooping 
Indian,"  ¥/hich  was  brought  to  fame  during  the  war  by  such  men  as  Lufbery, 
Campbell,  Mckenbacker  and  others,  should  be  chosen  to  grace  the  ships  of  the 
94th  Squadron,  the  first  completely  organized  American  Squadron  to  cross  the 
lines  during  the  World  War. 

oOo — 

30MEARDMENT  PILOTS  REACH  DIZZY  HEIGHTS 

Bombardment  pilots  at  Eockv/ell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.,  recently  demon- 
strated that  Pursuit  pilots  are  not  the  only  military  airmen  who,  when  they 
feel  so  inclined,  can  ascend  to  infrequently  traveled  lanes  to  secure  a taste 
of  the  rare  and  exceedingly  frigid  atm.osphere  encountered  in  the  high  places. 
According  to  the  News' Letter  Correspondent.  Lieut,  J.A.  Bonin,  a member  of  the 
11th  Bombardment  Sciuadron,  piloted  his. Curtis  B-2  "Condor"  Bomber  to  an  alti- 
j tude  of  24,940  feet,  which  is  quite  bji  achievement  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
this  type  of  plane  is  the  largest  and  heaviest  of  any  other  service  type  in 
' the  Air  Corps. 

The  Correspondent  goes  on  to  say  that  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron  had 
conducted  a series  of  altitude  flights  with  these  "Condors"  and,  since  every 
pilot  in  the  organization  participated  therein,  these  flights  assumed  a compe- 
titive flavor.  They-  were  scheduled  for  the  purpose  of  familiarizing  the  per- 
sonnel in  the  use  of  oxygen  at  high  altitudes,  to  determine  the  rate  of  climb 
I of  the  Bomber  at  various  altitudes  and  the  maximum  height  which  could  be  obr- 
i tained  in  two  hours.  The  GV-1670  "Conqueror"  engines  with  which  the  &-2*s 
j are  powered,  were  ox^ened  to  their  limit  when  the  altitude  of  10,000  feet  was 
reached.  As  a result  of  these  altitude  flights,  a considerable  amount  of 
valuable  flight  data  v/as  accumulated. 

oOo- — 

During  the  month  of  January,  15  air;planes  and  56  engines  were  received  at 
■ the  Roclcwell  Air  Dex^ot,  Calif.,  for  overhaul,  while  18  airx^lanes  and  38  en- 
I gines  were  comxDletely  overhauled,  Tha  '.  .time  expended  in  the  engineering  shoxas 
for ^ the' manufacture  and  repair  of  Air  Corps  .equipment  other  than  airx^lanes  and 
engines  totalled  .5,041-|:  man  hours. 
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M CIASS  TQ  STABT  TEiLIHIITG  AT  PBllvIARY  ELIIKG  SCHOOLS 


Orders  were  received  at  the  Air  Corps  primary  Flying:  School  at  Brooks 
Field,  San  Antonio.,  Texas,  for  a total  of  129  students  to  report  for  flying 
training  which  will  start  on  or  aociit  March  1,  ,1931.  The  students  were  ordered 
to  report' at  Brocks  Field  between  February  24th  and  28th.  The  period  before 
flying' training’ actually  comruences  will  be  devoted  to  registration,  clothing 
and  eq-nipment  issue , ' diso.i'pl inary  drill  and  the  usiral'  seemingly  endless  little 
things  v;hich  go  -to  make  up  the  beginning  of  a military  career,. 

Listed  below  are  the  names  of  s'cudents  ordered  to  report  for  training;  ^ 

Officers 

2nd  Lieut.  John  P.  ro3'-le,  Jr,,  Coast  Artillery  Corps,  Port  Clark,  Texas. 

IToncomi'.ii.ssioned  Officers  Training  in  Grade. 

Staff  Sgt.  Heece  T.’ Xiamb,  43th  School  Squadron,  Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

Staff  Sgt.  Jerome's.  Mc'Cauley,  40th  School  Squadron,  Kelly. Field,  Texas, 

Tech,  Sgt.  H^illiam' E.  Pope,..  94th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich, 
Miaster  Sg*t.  Edwin  B.  Woodward,  51st  School  Squadron,  Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

Staff  Sgt.  William.  P.  Wright,  51st  School  Scrnadron,  Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

Flying  Cadets.-  Bilisted  Men  (Privates)  ■ 

Briscoe,  Wrnest  H.,  -Brocks  Field,'  Texas. 

Christenson, . Carl  M,.,  68th  Service  Squadron,  Kelly  Field,  Texas.  • 

Ba.vi.s.,.  Tnemas  S.,  Jr.  , 52nd  School  Squadron,  Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

BeBuiys,  Herbert  F, , 22nd  Observation  Squadron,  Maxvvell  Field,  Ala, 

Douglas, /Lawrence  Y.,  Fort  Benning,  Ga. 

Gentry,  Elbert  B. , 51st  School  Squadron,  Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

Gunn,  Caines  R. , ;R.:M<..C,  .Co.  , 29th  Infantry,  Fort  McPherson,  Ga. 

Euglies,  Louis  H.  Ifechine  Gun  Troop,  12th  Cavalry,  Fort  Brovrn,  Texas. 

Hunt,  Carroll  L.,  Co. "A",  S'th  Infant rjr,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas. 

Jacques,  Pearre  Du'S.  , Langlej/-  Field,  ,Va. 

Mitchell,  Eugene  H. , 22nd  Observation  Squadron,  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 

Peyton,-  Paul  ,P. , 2nd  Signal  Gompahy,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas. 

Potter,  W.,  Bronson, , Brooks  Field,  Texas, 

Reineke,  Charles  W.,  Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

Rhoades,  George  I.;,  39th  School  Squa,dron,  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

Simmons,  Calvin  B,,  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

Turner,  Howard,  10th  School  Group,  Kelly  Field',"  Texas. 

Tussey,  William  S. , 9Sth  Bombardm.ent  Squadron,  hangley  Field,  Va. 

Flying  Cadets  - Civilians 


Adair,  Bewey  La.mont,  Bethany,  Miss.  , 
Alexander  f'Wyatt  H. , Jr . , Brookline , Masb . 
Armstrong,  B.W. , Jr.  Bo  than,  Ala. 

Ashworth,  R.  Chas.  Winter  Park,  Fla. 

Benandef,  Milton  M.  Boston,  Mass./, 

Benn,  William  Go-  Philadel.phia,  Pa. 

Blankenship,  V.3L',  'Rock  Hill,  S.  C. 

Ereiriing,  ’J.  Herald  Luling,  Texas 

Broil es,  Hiram.,'  Fort  Worth,  Texas- 

Burni.tt,  Richard  W.  Calvert,  Te^^s 

Burns,  Irving  R.  Haynesville,  'La.  ' 

Thomas  C.  Atlanta, 'Ga. 

Chalfant , Win. ' 3rd.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Clicquoniioi,  GSeorge,  Sodus,  il,  Y. 

Conroe,  Luther  S.  Cambridge  Spgs,  Fa,  ' 
Creeden,  - Timothy  J,  Brookline,  !fess... 

Donnell,  Alfred  E, , • ’’  Caiiycn, Texas 

Doughty,  Walter  C.  , • •Hillsboro,  Tuxas:. 

Dudek,  Edward  F.,  Brffalo,  H.' Y. 

Duran,  Albert  E.  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Dirt  ton,  John  W,  tJp’per  Da.r  by,  Pa. 

Dykes,  Tnomas  C.  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Erck,  Edwa.rd  H.  ' Hew  Kensington,  „ Pa, 
Fanning,  Harry  W. ' Upper  Darby,  Fa. 
Fender,  Richard  F.  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
Finlo,  George  ' Monroe,’  la. 

Fisher, Robert  S.  Ft.  Sam  Houston, Tex. 
Fitzsimmons,  Edw, 'W,  Fitchburg,  Mass. 


Fle-tcher , , J.  Lowell , , 
Fle-bcher'/' Robt.  H. 
Flint,  Amos  K. 

Foley,  Willard  J. , Jr. 
Gardiner,  W.C,. ,, 
Greene,  Chalmers  B. 
Gresham,  Gordon. T. 
Groshens,  Victor,  Jr, 
Guay,  Irving  E, 
Hallahan,  John  T. 
Hardesty,  .Marion  L. 
Harris,  Clyde  C. , Jr. 
Harvey,  James  A, 
Heath,  Charles  S.' 
Hummell,  William  G. 


Dawson,  Ga. 
Washington,  D.  C.- 
Erie,  Pa. 
Hapoleonville,  La, 
Dallas,  Texas 
Opel  ilea,  Ala. 
Mooresville,  H. C. 

Roslyn,  Pa, 
Swamps cot t,  fess. 
Peabody,  Mass . 
Springfield, Mo. 
Buffalo,  H.  Y. 
Atlanta,  Gs-. 
Washington,  D.C, 
Buffalo,  H.  Y. 


Hunt , Carroll  L. 

Ilunt-  Jack  S. 

Hunt,  Jim  I. 

Jackson',  Joe  C, 

Keenan,  Gregory 
Kibbe,  Robert  C, 

Kimes,,  Theodore  X, 
ICrauter,  Harold  J, 
Kreider,  Harold  L., 
Little,  John. K, . 
Iiongacre , Endicot  t , 
l,Jat thews,  Francis  H. 
Ifexwell,  James  A.,  Jr, 


Fort  Sam  Houston, Tex, • 
Victoria,  Texas 
Victoria,  Texas 


Meridian,  Miss, 
Washington,  D.C. 
Stafford,  Conn. 
Menphis , . Tenn. 
Comfort,  Texas-. 
Hyatt sville,  Md, 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala,.. 
Washington,  D.C.  .. 
Houston,  Texas 
Brady,  Texas 
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McAlmlty,'  Joseph  A.  ■ Bolive'r,  JeimV 

;,McIn,tosh,  Gblin  H#  • Malden,'  'Mass. 
Michael,  Walter  S. , Sweetwater,  Tenn. 

. Miller,  Louis  C.  - Hempstead,  H.  Y. 
Mills, ■ John' A.,  2d.  ClA®ion,  Pa. 

Moore,  Joel  B,-.  ■ ' Clinton,  Mass. 

.Morrison,  Emmett  L.  • Bichmoi'id,  Va. 

Hewton,  Alexander  C.  ''  Sarasota,  Fla. 

Hichols,  Erickson  S.  Rye,  H.  Y. 

.0*Brien,  Robert  E.  Atlanta,  Ga. 

0*Dea,  Joseph  J,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Old,  Archie  J,  -Clarksville,  Texas 

Parker, Walter  T. ,Jri  Carrollton, Ala, 

Parks;  Joseph  Eostoni  l,!ass, 

Patterson,  Harold  Dorchester,  Jfess. 

Perring, ■ Henry' B.  'Baltimore,  Md. 

iPince,.  Harold  A,  ■■  Dover,  H.  H. 

Prince,  George  H.  -iew-  Boston,  H.  H. 
Prcssen,  Peter  J,  Cliff  side*  H.  Y. 
■Pugh,  John  S.  Washington , D.  C. 

Rice,  Leonard  P,  Memphis,  Tenn, 

Riley,  Wilbur  C.  Woodstock,  .Va. 

Robertson,  Chas,  McO*  Valdosta,  Ga. 
Robertson,' Walter  L'.V  'Plymouth,  H.  C. 


Robinson," 'William  A.  ChestertowhiMdi 
Rogers','  Frank  T.  Knoxville,  Tenn, 

Rosenbaum,  lajme  A.  Battle  Creek,  Mich. 
Rothrock,  James,  H,, Jr.  Washington,  D.C, 
liowe,  J.  Wilebn  ■ Bodtimore,  Md. 

Save.ry,  Donald  F.  Chicago,  111. 

Schoonkaker , Geo,  B, - Washington,  DtC. 
Schuster,  Chas,.,,  J., Jr.  • Baltimore,  ..Md, 
Send, '.Richard  A,.  San  Antonio,  Texhs 

Smith,"  Clarence. H,  Palo  Pinto,  Texas 
Stellihg,  H.^Cree,  Augusta,  Ga, 

Iticker,. William  F., Jr,  Woodville,  .Miss, 
Travis,  Iviack  0.,  Jr.'  Bimingham,  ^Ala. 
Turner,  Terry  M,  Richmond,  Va. 

Ventulatt,  [^omas  W,  . Albany,  Ga, 

Walker,  James  W, , Jr.,  Daisytown,  Pa. 

Ward,  .Fred  N. ' . ' El  Paso,  Texas 

Wegrzynek,  Thaddeusi  ..  , :^.ffalo,  . H. Y. 
Wells',  I^rry  W,  .'  Chevy  Chase,  Md. 

Wells,  John  Milton’  . Chester,  111. 
Williams,"  T.'B.'^  . ' . Quitman, ^ Miss, 

Zacchine',' A.  Joseph,  ’ .Qjiincy,  Mass. 
Zachs, . Samuel , , . Trenton,  H.  J. 

Ruehl,  Victor  E,  ESseia  Falls,  H.  J. 


■ Starting  training-  at  the  Primary  Flying  School  at  lHavch.  Field,  Riverside, 
Calif,,  on  iiarch  1st,  will  be  a class  of  129'  students , comprising  12.  enlisted 
men  and  117  civilians.  These  students  are  listed  below,  as  follows?  . ' 


• • Enlisted  Men  (Privates)  Training  as  Cadets 

' Ceht.erville , Miss, 
.Ash,  Norman  B,,  1st  Balloon  Company, ; ' ' ' '.'  Centerville,  Miss, 
.Baker,  Myrle  V.B. , 6th  Signal  Company,  Selfridge  Field, Mich, 

Brecht,  Sigene,  Jr, , 76th  Service  Sqi^dron  ■ San  Diego,  Calif. 
Heilman* 'Horace  R. , 6'th  Composite  Group  Bend  ‘ New  York.  Qity 
.Kempf,  Arthur,  Medical  Detachment,  Selfridge- Field,  Mich, 

.Monteith,  Thomas  F, , -ifeLfch  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.  '’  . Johnstown*  Pa. 
Nowacki,  Casimlr  T.,  27th  Pursuit  Scjuadron,  Kenosha,  Wis. 
Patri<;dc,  . James  H. , '76t.h  Service  Squadron,'  . Monte 2un:ia » Ga. 
Salaty,  Stanley  W, , 13th  Cavalry,'  Ft.  Riley,  Kansas.  , Milwaulcee,  Wis,. 
Tindel,  Zeb  T. , 88th  Observation  Squadron,  " Eldorado,  S.D. 
Treweek,  James  M.*  A. C.  Technical  School,  Raritoul , 111.  Lead,  S.D. 
Waldron,  Russell  L. , 6th  Composite  Group  Band,  ■ ■ Ray,  Ohio. 

Flying  Cadets  ~ Civilians 


Agostini,  Jules  J.  , Jr.Bcrkfelpy, Calif.'  Cool,  N.  Bruce, Jr,..  Colorado  Spgs.,Colo, 
Arkema,  Edw.  L.S,  Chicago,  111.  Cornell,  Lorbn  Chicago,  111. 

Bandel,  Kenneth  W*  Coronado, Calif , ' Corrigan,  Enmet' J,  ''  Otis  Orchard,  Wash. 
Barnes,  Joseph  A.*  Missoula,  Mont.  Crawford,  Kkrl  L.  Arkadelphia,  Ark, 

Bass,  Walter  McL.  - St.  -Louis, Mo.  Curtis^  Wm.  Kent  ' K^rkeley,  Calif. 
•Batty,  George  E.  Denver,  Colo.  Dally,  Den  H.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Beier,  Peter  W.  Pasadena, Calif . DeLonge,  . Merrill.  E,.  Detroit,  Mich. 

Blanchard,  W.  G.  Chicago,  111.  Dillon,  Ai'thur  E.'  ' ' Bison,  Ckla. 

Bliss,  Percival  M.  Oakland,  Calif.  Eshelman,  Dean  H.  , Spokaue,  Wash. 

Blunk,  Delmas  C.  Ma-rtinsville'ilnd.  '- Easley,' Fred  6."  Fordyc^.Ark. 

&«ardman,  Thomas  G,I  Fairfield,  Idaho  Fawices,  John  .L'  ' ...  Clarke  sburg,W.Va. 

Brantley,  Robert  H,  .Pop'lar  'iGrove,!!! , • Fisher  , Uoyd  A,'  .'  . ! Wbh'p:6ton,’.  N.  D. 

Breeding,  Wil’bur  R,  - Sacr^entov  Calif, 'Fib  tcher,'' ^gene,  Jr.  ' Sabetha,  ^Kans. 

Bruce,  Ca,rl  F.  . ■ Tucson,  Ariz.  ' 'Ge-^hart,  Laurel  J.  ; Morrill,  Kans... 

Carlson,  Arnold  E,  St.'i'  Paul,  Minn  ■.  ■ Gfro'eref,  Kenneth  J.  Madison,  Wis.  , 

Case,  Kenneth  R.  'Ifershf ield, Mo,;  Gragg,'  Bernard  B,  Jr.  Detroit,  Mich. 

Clark,  Everett  0.  Detroit,  Mich-;  Graupner,  A.E.,  Jr.  San  Fran  cisco,  Calif . 

Claybon,  Charles  Evansville,  Ind.  Hand,  Robert  Y.  ..  Evanston,  Ills. 

Collins,  Robert  B,  -■•■St'.:  Louis,  Mb*  Hadley,  Ervan  ' Huntington  Park,, Calif.  , 
Conners,  Geo. W.,  Jr.  Santa:  Ro'sa,  Calif.  • Harker,  Robert'- A.  ' Berkeley, Calif. 
Conners,  Lewis  J.  Minot,  N.  D.  Harrison,  Reginald  Lbs  Angeles, Calif . 
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Hastings,  Albert  P. 
Hayes,  ■ 2^0 dfe.  A. 
"Hedberg,  Albert  0. 
‘Herndon,  Rees  T. 

■ Hut  chi: 

'Irelan,  Phillip  B. 
•Irvine,  Percy  S. Jr » 
.Jensen,  James  C. 

/ Johnston,A,  W. 

"^’  Johnston,  Wra.  i). 
itinsey,' Lawrence  L. 
■Kirk,  Arzie  L.,, 

• 'Kreager, Stanley  D; 
■Kristofferson,H. C. 
•Krogh,  Harold  G-, 
'Labodie,  Ora  A, 

'Law,  Howard  G.  * ■ 
Lawrence,,  Walter  E. 
’Layden,  James  C. 
'Leyensaler,  James  L. 


Tucson,  Ariz. 
Collinsville',  111. 
Pro  id, 

Tucson,  Ariz. 

M.' 

Portland,  Ore. 
Davenport,- Iowa. 
’ ; PresnO, Calif. 

River  Porest,  111. 
Palo  Alto, Calif. 
Cincinnat i , Ohio , 
Ti  shomingo , Okla . 
Grand  ‘Rapids , • Mich. 
•Rainier,  Wash. 
Cherokee,  Ckla. 
Detroit,  Mich, 
■Covington,  Ey. 
Pasadena, • Calif. 
’ Arvada,  Colo. 
Berkeley,  Calif. 
‘Lindawood, Warren  Minneapolis,'  Minn, 


'Locke, Claude  B.Jr 
•Lundh,  Roy  W. 
'McAuley,.  C.  Edwin 
•McDaniels,  Rhy  -' 
Mcllvaine, .R.C, 

MCliean,  Robt.J. 
Matthews,  James 
Miller,  Silas  M.-'  ' 

Mil  stead,  Jack  D. 
Merrick,  .Dana  T, 
Newman, Steriing  R. 
Olinger,  Paul  T. 
Parker,  Lewis  C. 
Patterson,  Edwin  P. 
Pierce,-  Dudley  H. 
Pierce,  Will.i^,Jr. 
Pippinger,  Daniel  W. 


Berkeley,  Calif. 
Denver,  Colo. 
Emmett,  Idaho. 
Chicago,  111. 
San  Pran cisco, Calif. 
. Coronado,  Calif. 
San  Diego,  Calif, 
Topeka,  Kans. 
Evansville , Ind. 
Pine  Bluff  j Ark. 
iterkeley,  Calif. 
.Stillwater,  Okla, 
' Littleton,  Colo, 
. Louisville,  Ey. 
Honolul-u,  H.  T. 
■ Sui  sun,; 'Calif . 
Iowa  City,  Iowa. 


Price,  W.  Jess 
Prout,  Perpy  L. 
Richards,  Roy  Ray 
Riggs, ‘ Wilbert  H. 
Rosasco,  Walter  L. 
Riieff , Philip  W. 
Russell,  Robt.W, jJr 
Sartain,  Hayden 
Schulz,  Pred  C. 
Searle , Nathan 
Shaw;  Charles  D. 
Showalter,  Lehn  H. 

’ Sinclair , Prank  D. 
Smith,  Don  W, 

Smith,  Pred  W, 
Smith,  - Roger  W. 
Snyder; ‘-Ira  D, 
Spickelmier,  R.L, 
Stanchf  ield,  Charles 
Status,'  Karl  J. 
Taylor,  Joseph  C. 
Treanor,'  Walter  0. 
Townsend, Poster  C. 
Tribett,  Gilbert  V. 
Waddell-,  Prank  J. 
Waite,  Howard  W, 
Walner,'  Wm,.  R. 
Welsh,  Lawrence  K.  ' 
Warren,  Doyle  0. 
White,  Clyde  . 
Wiley,  Maurice  W.  ■••• 
Wilkinson,  Caleb 
Wilson,  Norman  A. 
Wilson,  Claude  V. 
Wilson,  Stewart  E.  ' 
"Williams,  W.P. 
Working,.  Gerald  C 


No.rman, . Okla  . 
'*•  De.troit,  Mich. 
Elyria,  Ohio. 
Champaign , 111 . 
Little  Rock,  Ark, 
St'.  Jiatthews,  Ky. 
Riverside, Calif . 
Colusa,  Calif. 
Col-umbus,  Ohio. 
Port  Wayne,  Ind, 
0a3rwood,  Okla. 
Tahlequah,  Ckla. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Premont,  Ohio. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif, 
Pittsburgh,  Kans. 
Chicago,  111. 
(kithrie,  Okla. 
Pond  du  lac,  lis. 
Woodland,  Mo, 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Sah  Gabriel,  Calif. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif, 
Pillmore,  Ind. 
Chicago,  111. 
Burbank,  Calif. 
Norman,  Okla. 
East  Chicago,  Ind. 
Ponca  City,  Ckla. 
Stuttgart,  Ark, 
Edgerton,  Ohio. 
Texarkana,  Ark, 
Flagstaff,  Ariz. 
Long  Beach,  Calif. 
’ - Iowa  City,  Iowa. 
Ssinta  Barbara,  Calif . 
Glenwood  Spg^,Colo. 


Each  person,  other  than  officers  already  commissioned  and  noncommassioned 
officers  training  in  grade,  is  required  to  enlist  as  Plying  Cadet  for  a period  ■ 
o'f  three  years.  Flying  Cadets  who  fail  to  meet  the  standard  required  at  the  Air 
Corps  Primary  Plying  Schools  are  given  an  honorable  discharge  and  revert  to 
■their  civilian  status.  However,  a provision  is  made  whereby  ah  enlisted  man  of 
■the  Army  appointed  as  a Plying  Cadet  may  revert  to  .his  previous  status  in  the 
Regular  Army,  should  he  so  desire.  Students  who  successfully  comrjlete  the  eight 
months*  course  at  the  Primary  Plying  School  and  the  four  months'  co'urse  at  the 
Advanced  Plying  School  are  commissioned  as  2nd  Lieutenants  in  the  Air  Corps 
Reserve  and,  under  the  .provisions  of  their  enlistment,  are  required  to  serve 
on  active  duty  under  their  Reserve  commission  for  a period  of  two  years.,  unless, 
in  the  meantime,  they  are  commissioned  in  'the  Regular  Array, 

— ^-oO'o— - 


BROOKS  FIELD  ORGANIZES  A RIFLE  AND  PISTOL  CLUB 

Personnel  of  Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  have  organized  a Rifle  and 
Pistol  Club,  which  is  to  be  affiliated  .with  the  National  Rifle  Association  of 
America.  Officers  of  the  Club,,  are : Lieut . C.G.  ,pearcy,  president;  Corporal 
Curt  Jones,  Vice  President;  LfeUt.  T.H.  Baxter,  Secretary- Treasurer;  and  Sgt. 

G.  B,  Soott,  Executive  .Officer.'  ^e  Photo ' Sect i'on.  Brooks  Field,  has  very 
generously  furnished  the  cl-iib ‘with  admission  card's,  decorated  with- the  wing  of 
an  airplane,  and  bearing  the  Club*  s ‘ sl'o^n; , ’’It,' s the  shots  that  hit  that 
co-unt,*'  • " ■ oOoi—  , 

Several  of  the  new  P!rat-t.l  and  .Whitney  high  compression  "asp  "E"  motors  have 
been  installed  in  the  new  P-i2C*s'  of  the  95th  Pursuit’  Squadron,  Rockwell  Field, 
Calif.,  for  service  test.  . ‘ 
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",  QUICK-WITTED  imiSTED,;ME]S‘  SJITE  LIS’E' 01  PILOT 

The  quick  thinking  and  action  of  three-  enlisted  men  undoubtedly  saved  the 
life  of  2nd  Lieut.  C.ViT.  Causey,  Jr,  , Air  ’Gofus  Reserve,  who  crashed  on  the 
golf  links  adjoining  the  flying  field  of  the  Third  Attack  Group,  Fort  Crockett, 
Galveston,  Texas,  on  the  morning  of  January  26th,  The  plane  caught  fire  imme- 
diately following  the  crash,  and  the  three  enlisted  men  risked  their  OYm  lives 
to  pull  Lieut.  Causey  from  the  blazing -wreck'. 

On  the  day  of  the  crash,  according  to  the  News-Letter  Correspondent,  the 
orders  at  the  airdrome  were  for  rear  seat  gunnery.  Several'  planes  were  already 
in  the  air,  and  the  usual  activities  were,  going, on  about,  the  field.  The  wind 
was  out  of  the  East,  and  therefore  the  -planes  were  taking  off  in  that  direction, 
Anoamcnt  men, were  buoy  on  the  various  ships  scheduled' to  fly.  In  order  to  ,fa-^ 
cilitate  onperatipns',  these  planes  were  taxied  on  the  field  and  to  a spot  re- 
served for  'them.  As  it  came  time  for  a pilot  and  his  gunner  to  take  to  the  air, 
these  planes  would  take  off  from  this  particular  corner  of  the  field.  Fate  had 
arranged  for  a couple  of , wet  spots  in  this  same  area,  and  it  seemed  that- every 
pilot  talcing  off  chose,  the  sane  course.  ,, Directly  .in.  line  with  these  .planes  was-  ' 
the  aimament  shed  where  targets  and  other,  articles  of  use  for  the  range  are 
kept  stored,  .,  This 'building  is  about  nine  feet  high  and 'around  twenty  feet  long. 

As  each  plane  took  off.,,  the  men  in  this  shed  would 'speculate  on  the  chances 
of  a plane  falling  to  make  clearance  -and  hitting  the . building.  One  recruit  who 
was  standing  at  the  door  would  shout '"Here  comes,  one! '*  as  , each  ship  cleared 
the  field,  A plane  landed-and  out  of  it  hopped' Lieut.  Frank  L.-  Skeldon,  SOth 
Attack  Sduadron.  A few  minutes  later  and  he  was  -in  the.  rear  cockpit  of  a plane 
piloted  by  Lieut.  C.W.  Causey, ' Jr. , also  of  the  90th  Squadron.  The  motor  was 
already  \mrmed  up  and, as'  soon  a's  goggles,  safety  belts,  etc.,  were  adjusted, 
they  took  off.  The  next  instant  the ■ me'h  in  the  armament  shack  heard  and  felt 
a crash.  Targets, fell  on  ammonia  .bottles  and. broke  them.  The  .gas  added  to  the 
confusion.  .'  Those  not  in  line  with  the  barrage  of  target 'bundles  instinctively 
looked  up  to  see  a large  hole  in  the  roof,  . 0!b.e 'undercarriage,  of  an  A-3B  flashed 
by  as  they  ^.zed  awestricken,  . , , ' 

There  were  three  men  who  it  may  be  said,  acted  without  tbinl::ing.  One  of 
these  men,  Private  Vernon  E.  Powell,  60th  Service  Scjuadron , was.  working  on  a 
detail  just  a short  distance  .away.  He  was  the -first  to  reach  the.  plane,  and  a$  .. 
he  was  in  a position  to  see  the  entire  affair  we  Mill  let.- him  describe  vihat 
ha'ppened.  t 

"I  was  working, .Powell  relates,  "on  a fatigue  detail  near  the  armament 
shed.  As  each  plane  took  off  I wou.ld  .stdp  to  watch  it.  When  Lieut,-  Causey 
took  off  I stopped  to  .watch  him.  He  seemed  to.  head  right  for  the  shack.  I ex- 
pected him  to  zoom  ever  it  but  he  didn’t'^  and  when  his  wheels  hit  the  roof  , I 
knew  there  was  'going  to  be  .a  cyash  and  headed  that  way  without  thinlcing.  There 
was  a rending  crash  as-  the  roof 'was . torn  apart.  Half  of  the  landing  gear  was 
torn  off  and  went  flying  a^my  with  bits  of  the  roof.  The  plane  nosed  down -and- 
hit  the  ground  about  100  feet  the  other  side  of  the  shack.  As  the  plane  hit 
the  ground,  Lieut  ' Skeldo-n,  in  the  rear  codrpit,  was  thrown.. out  and  came  down-  ' 
on  the  wing  as  the  ship  bounced  into  the  air.  When  she  landed  next,  about  75 
feet  further,  Lieut,  Skeldon  was  tossed  about  40  feet  out  into  the  rough  on  the 
golf  course  on  which  the  crash  occurred.  The  plane'-  ceme  to  rest  here,  'and  as 
it  did  so  it  turned  around  so  that  it , was  pointing,  in  the  general  direction  it 
had  taken  off  from.  Immediately-. it’  bprst  into  flames."' 

The  other  tv/o  men  were  in  the 'armamie.nt  shed  when  the  crash  came.  Without 
the  least  bit  of  thought,  they  raced  around  the  corner  of  the  building  and  tore 
through  the  fence  after  Powell.  . . " " 

Powell  went  to  the  a'id  of  Lieut,  Skeldon,  whose  inert  fo:rm  lay  about-'-fifty 
feet  from  the  burning  ship.  Tiie  other  two  men, ' Privates  Herbert  SV  Thompson 
and  John  3.  Smdth,  both  of  the  90th  Attack  Sauadron,  went  to  the  assistance  of 
Lieut.  Causey,  v;ho  was  unconscious,  . Smith,  a man  of  rather  short  stature, 
tried  to  lift  the  unconscious  pilot  out'  of  the  plane.  He  was  unable  to  do  so, 
for  one  of  Lieut.  Causey’s  shoes  was  anchored  firmly  by  molten-metal  that  had 
flovm  around  the  sole  of  the  shoe  and  then  hardened,  .Undaunted  by  this  ob- 
stacle and  by  the  fact  that  the  flam^es  were  getting  hotter  every  second,  Smith 
crawled  in  onto  the  pilot’s  lap  and  unfastened  the  shoe.  Both  men  were  then 
able  to  lift  the  injured  man' from  the  plane.  That  they  were  not  a bit  too  soon 
is  shorai  by  the  fact  tl-iat  Lieut,  Causey’s  clothes  were  already  in  flames, 

Lieut.  Causey  refined  consciousness  in  the  ambulance  which  arrived  only  a 
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fe\7  seconds  folloTring  the  ©rash.  Lieut.  Skeldon  -was  ’‘out”  for  seTrereX  days 
and,  aithbu^^  his  condition  -was  described  as  serious,  it  -was  said,  it  was  not 
critical.  He  was  later  removed  to  the  Fort  Sam  Houston  Hospital  at  San  Antonio. 

The  action  of  the  three  enlisted  men  in  removing  Lieut Causey  from  the 
blazing  wreck  demonstrated  their  ability  to  thinlc  and  act  quickly  in  a.  time  of 
great  emergency  and  their  apparent  disregard  for.  .their  own  personal  safety 
when  the  lives  of  others  were  at  stake.  They  are  to  be  warmly  commended  for 
their  brave  actions. 

oOo; 

15TH:  OBSSRVATIOH  SqUADEOH  SETS  M ELYIHG  TIME  RECCED 

lEavored  with  good  weather  and  some  additional  hours  of  ni^t  flying,  the 
15th  Observation  Squadron,  Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111.,  completed  during 
the  period  January  6th  to  February  5th  the  highest  total  of  flying  hours  it 
has  ever  run  up  in  a month’s  time  during  the  training  period  of  the  year.  The 
total  flying  hours  for  its  airplanes  during  this  period  was  over  566,  and  this 
total  T;as  compiled  with  one  of  its  13  airplanes  out  of  commission  during  the 
entire  period  and  three  more  at  Fairfield  Air  Depot  during  the  last  week.  As 
Mondays  are  given  over  entirely  to  the  inspection  of  airplanes  and  there  was 
no  flying  on  ¥ednesda.y  afternoons  or  Saturdays,  nearly  all  of  the  flying  time 
recorded  wus  rung  up  during  the  13-^  days  remaining  after  the  few  days  of  bad 
weather  were  deducted^  , ' . 

Formation  flying  carried- the  biggest  total  with  over  194  hours,  while 
radio  missions  came ■ next  with  105  hours.  -Havigation  problems,  night  flying, 
cross-country  training  and  reconnaissance  missions  all  load  a good  credit  of 
flying  hours,  and  there  were  smaller  totals  for  testing,  dropping  and  picking 
up  messages,  photographic  missions,  and  miscellaneous ' flying. 

Mich  credit  for  this  fine  total  of  flying  hours  is  given  to  the  airplane, 
crews  who  put  in  many  an  extra  hour  at  the  hangars  in  order  to  have  the  planes 
on  the  line  ready  to  go  at  the  starting  hour  the  follbwing  morning, 

-• — oOo ' 

ROCKWELL  FIELD  FLYSIxS  STAGE  AERIAL  REVIEIHrS 

Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif,,  was  recently  the  scene  of  several  aerial 
reviews,  honoring  distinguished' members-  of  the  Army  and  the  Havy. 

The  reviews  were,  held  on  the  10th,.  17th  and  24th  of  January,  and  were  con- 
ducted by  the  Seventh' Bombardment  Group.  Admiral  T.J.  Senn,  Commandant  of  the 
Eleventh  Haval  District;  Brigadier- General  R.M.  McCleave,  Commanding  the  Sixth 
Infantry  Brigade,  and  Rear  Admoral  J.M.  Reeves,  .Commanding  the  Aircraft  Squad- 
rons, Battlefleet  , v/ere' the  men' honored  in  the  order  na.med. 

After  passing  by  in  the  customary  aerial  review,  the  11th  Bombardment  and 
the  95th  Pursuit  Squadrons  Went  through  short  formation  drill  demonstrations. 
The  honored  visitors  v/ere  very  high  in  their  praise  of  the  local  organizations, 
commenting  particularly  on  'their  appearance  and  the  intricate  maneruvers  per- 
formed by  the  squadrons  in  the  air, 

— -oO'o-^ ■ ' 

MICHIGA1T»S,  EXSCLTIVE  PRAISES.  THE  FIRST  PURSUIT'  (SlOtIP'" 

In  appreciation  of  the  part  played  by  the  1st,  Pursuit' Group -in 'the  ' 

monies  incident  to  his  inauguration,  the  Governor  of  Alichigan  addressed  the  . , 
following  letter  to  Major  George  H.  Brett,'  Commanding  Officer  of  Selfridge 
Field; 

"Iv^  dear  Major  Brett:: 

A-t  this  time  I vrish  to  convey  to  you  my  deepest  appreciation  and 
heartfelt  thanks  for  your  work  in  the  preparation  and  fulfilment  of  the 
wonderful  aerial  display  on  the  day  of  my  inauguration. 

This  was  indeed  a very  interesting  and  colorful  event  of  the  day, and 
I appreciate  very  much  your  interest  in  seeing  this  part  of  the  program 
carried  out. 

Accept  my  sincere  thaiiks,  and  be  assured  I shall  not  forget  this 
expression  of  friendship  on  your  part. 

Cordially  and  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  Wilber  M,  Brucker." 
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, , . WOEK  .m&im  ON  M MLHINO-  mcmrn  .ah  ^ot.h  FISLE.  . ; : . 

' Work' on  the’ ,]aev/  ■builxiing  progi^  for  Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111. , v;as 
initiated,  on  Fehruary  '6th,  when  the  first  excavation  was  made  for  the  one  set 
of  noncommissioned  officers  cjii.arters  authorized  for  this  Fiscal  Year,  Ihe 
contract  for  this  huilding  was  awarded  to  the  J.A*  Moraw  and  Owens  Co.,  of 
Cliicago,,- the  amount,  he ing  just  luider  $17,000. 

.Tne  contract  for  the  first  harradis  was  awarded  to  the  Hohel  Construction 
Compahy  of  La-'crosse,  Wis. , lut  was  not  accepted,  and  the  m.atter  was  referred 
to  '^feshington  for.  settlement.  Although.no  official  announcem.ent  of  the  out- 
come was  made,  local  newsparjers  were. advised  from  Washington  sources  that  a 
decision  had  heen  made.,  to  readvertice  for  bids  on  this  building  in  the  near 
fu-ture. 

Tlie  v/re eking  of  part  of  the  barracks  of  the  Ninth  Balloon  Company  to 
clear  the  proposed  site  for  this  barracks  was ■ completed  by.  the  men  of  this 
company.  All  of ' the  lumber  suitable  for  salvage  has  been  sorted  over,  com- 
pletely denailed  and  turned,  in  to  the  post  carpenter  shop. 

— -oOo—  . 

im^SCONTiNSLTT.A.Ii.  HIKER  VISITS  FORT., CHOCKSTH  . 

A recent  visitor  to  Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas,  was  James  B. 
O’Connors,  a Spani sli- American, War  vete.ran,  who  is  tramping,- from  New  York  to 
San ‘Francisco  T;ith  his  bfindle  bulldog  mascot,  Sgt.  Spike. 

O’Connors  is  carrying  a letter  from  the  coimranding  officer  of  the, eastern 
army  area  to  the  co'.maander  of  the  western  array  area..  The  two  hikers  were  the 
guests  of  the  13'th  Smiadron  during  their  brief  stay  at  Fort  Crockett. 

— -oOp-™ 

NK7  .LOCATION  FOR  AIRBIANE  • INSIGNIA 

The  17th  Pursuit  Squadron,.  1st  Pursuit  Group,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich., 
obtained  authority  to  place  their  insignia,  "The  White  Snow  Owl,"  on  each 
side  of  the  ring  cowl  which  encircles  the  pngine  on  the  P- 12 C planes.  Tiiis 
idea  is  aw  departure  from  the  old  custom  of  placing-  the  insignia  on  each  side 
of  the  fuselage,  just  at  the  cockpit.  It  is  also  planned  to  place  the  pilot's 
name  just  below  the  insignia.  The  Squadron  is  still  without  brackets  enough 
to  equip  all  the  ships  with  ring  cowls,  only  five  ships  being  so  equipped  at 
the  present  time. 

oOo-r- — , 

NEW  SWimiNG,  POOL  AT  CIAEK'  FIELD  ..  ... 

The  new  svdmming  pool  at  Clark  Field,  Pampanga,.,  P.  I. , was- unofficially 
opened  on  December  18th.  Lendscaping  and  sodding  is  about  completed,  and  a 
large  tablet  of  bronze  is  being  cast  which' will,  be  laid. with  fitting  dedication 
cersmenies  in  the  near'  future.  The  pool,  the  dimensions  of  which  are  60  by 
75  feet.  'vdth  a maxiracm' depth  of  9 feet,  is  located  directly  in  front  of  the 
squadron' barracks.  The  margin  is  surrounded  bp:' a .cGm.ent  walk  done  in  color, 
and  the  pool  rim  is  provided  with  a white  tile  gutter  around  its  entire  cir- 
cumference. Its  construction  represents  a most  commendable  achievement  by 
the  officers  and  men  of  the,  Tlrird  Pursuit  Squadron,  and  when  completed  will  he 
second  to  none  in  the  Philippine  Islands; 

OOO r- 

CONTENTIviENT  NOW  FJill&NS  STJPPJJI-jE  AMONG  SELIPIDGE  FIElD  EA.GHELORS 

The  long  D\'’.fferir'g  'bachelbrs'  have  at  last,  come  into  their  own  at ' Self  ridge 
Field,  Mich.  The  bachelor  quarters  were  taken  oyer  from  the ■ contractor  during 
the  last  of  January,  and  the  "boys  packed  up  their' tooth  brush  and  other  shirt 
and  rao-ved  in.  The  only  trouble  so  far  is  that  Lieut.,  Ramey's  dog  has  been 
having  a hard  time  remembering  Jiust  v/here  his  ir.-aster ' s voice  was  last  heard. 

He  wandered  by  mistake  into .Captain  Hoyt ’ s palatial  apartments,  during  which 
visit  he  (the  dog)  got  tangl ed  up  ?;it h soms  of  the  Captain’s  glassware  with 
disastrous  results. to  the  glassware.  ' 

The  bachelcrs  have  settled  down  by  now,  however,,  and  dre  enjoying  the 
luxury  of  brick  vralls,  steam  heat,  etc. 
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TEE  FATE  OF  THE  TWO  LOST  AIEMM 


The  first  hint  as  to  what  fate  "befell  Lieut.  J.E.  Orasty  and  his  crew 
chief,  Corporal  Phillip  Schuchman,  on  the  night  of  January  11th,  when, they  be- 
came lost  in  a storm,  was  given  up  by  the  sea  when  Coast  Guard  men  found  part 
of  a wing  spar,  a life  preserver  and  bits  of  fabric  on  the  beach,  seven  miles 
southeast  of  San  Luis  Pas.  The  wreckage  was  found  on  January  16th,  five  days 
after  the  men  were  reported  as  lost. 

J^fe-jor  Davenport  Johnson,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Third  Attack  Croup, in 
company  with  Lieut,  Robert  Taylor,  flew  down  to  Freeport  where  they  identified 
’the  wreckage  as  being  that  of  the  ill-fated  plane. 

On  Sunday,  January  25th,  exactly  three  weeks  after  the  time  the  men  were 
lost,  a party  of  hunters  found  the  body  of  a man  dressed  in  aviators  clothing 
on  the  beach  about  eight  miles  from  Freeport,  Officials  at  Fort  Crockett 
were  notified.  Enough  information  was  given  over  the  phone  to  convince  the 
officers  receiving  the  call  that  the  body  was  that  of  one  of  the  missing  men. 
Shortly  afterwards  an  undertaker’ s car,  with  Major  Robert  C.  Ifcirphy,  M.C.,  as 
passenger,  departed  for  Freeport. 

The  body  was  identified  as  that  of  Corporal  Schuchman,  It  was  in  a re- 
markable state  of  preservation,  considei-ing  the  time  it  had  been  exposed.  No 
parachute  was  found  on  the  dead  man,  which  would  indicate  that  he  had  bailed 
out  and  when  a short  way  from  the  water  cleared  his.  chute  only  to  find  him- 
self hopelessly  weighted  down  by  his  heavy  flying  suit  before  he  could 
remove  it . 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Funeral  Home  of  J.  Levy  and  Brother, 

The  entire  13th  Squadron  was  present,  as  well  as  a host  of  the  dead  man’s 
friends.  Staff  Sergeant  Edison  Kirlanan  acted  as  attendant  to  the  remains, 
which  were  sent  to  Elizabethtown,  Pa, , where  they  were  taken  by  George 
Schuchman,  uncle  of  the  deceased. 

— «o0o 

CONSTRUCTION  WORK  AT  SCOTT  FIELD 

Scott  Field  received  an  additional  appropriation  toward  its  1931  building 
program  for  the  erection  of  eight  noncommissioned  officers’  quarters.  The 
amount  to  be  expended  for  these  "buildings  is  limited  to  $125,000,  but  the  News 
Letter  Correspondent  hopes  that  when  the  bids  are  opened  on  IJlarch  10th  the  de- 
sired result  will  be  obtained.  The  new  buildings  will  be -the. ‘same  as  the  one 
recently  started  on  which  the  bid  was  about  $16,400,  and  it  is  thought  that 
with  eight  buildings  the  contractors  will  be  able  to  cut  this  price  enou^  to 
get  within  the  appropriation. 

New  bids  were  also  asked  for  on  the  one  barracks  building  authorized  for 
this  year.  When  the  first  bids  were  opened,  the  contract  was  awarded  to  the 
Nobel  Construction  Co.  of  Lacrosse,  Wis.,  but  the  contract  was  not  accepted 
and  recently  the  Constructing  Quartermaster  was  directed  to  readvertise  for 
bids.  The  new  bids  must  not  be  over  $100,000  in  order  to  be  considered,  and 
several  minor  changes  were  made  in  the  specifications  which  will  lessen  the 
cost  of  construction.  On  the  original  bids  for  this  building,  only  two  con- 
tractors were  under  the  new  designated  limit,  the  next  bidders’  figures  being 
about  $115,000.  The  new  bids  will  be  opened  on  Iife-rch  3rd,  and  the  hope  is 
expressed  that  construction  can  be  started  about  April  1st, 

^ — ^oOo— 

RETIREMENT  OF  STAFF  SERGEANT  CARTE! 

An  aerial  review  was  recently  held  at  Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas,  in 
honor  of  Staff  Sergeant  E.  J..-Carvey,  13th  Attack  Squadron,  who  was  retired  on 
January  31st  with  the  pay  arid  allowances  of  a Warrant  Officer, 

Sergeant  Garvey  saw  service  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  Cuba  and  Hawaii. 

He  served  as  a Captain  in  the  Infantry  during  the  World  War.  His  record  during 
his  thirty  years  with  the  colors  is  one  of  honest,  loyal  and  faithful  service, 
exemplifying  the  finest  type  of  the  American  soldier. 

Sergeant  Garvey  expects  to  make  his  home  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

oOo 

Hon.  Frank  W.  James,  Chairman  of  the  House  Military  Committee,  made  a 
quick  visit  to  Scott  Field,  111.,  January  31st  to  investigate  the  building  needs 
»f  the  post.  He  arrived  in  one  of  the  new  single-motored  Fokker  Trans-jorts, 
piloted  by  Capt.  A.B.  McDaniel,  coming  from  Chanute  Field,  After  lunch  and  a 
conference  with  Lt.-Gol.  Paegelow,  he  departed  for  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kansas, 
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' TEA.IHIJJG  STAETS  AT  MATHIiIR  EIELD 
^ the  ifews  Letter  Correspondent 

Now  that  the  sidev/alks  have  heen  laid,  the  ■buildings  painted  and  nex'i  ships 
received,  the  air  over  Mather  Field  has  'become  a veritable  md  house.  All  hands 
have  turned  to  whin  a snappy  Pursuit  outfit  in  trim  for  the -"Big  Show”  in  the 
Spring. 

With  the  recent  arrival  of  10  new  P-ISC  airplanes  from  the  factory,  an  in- 
tensive training  schedule  was  inaugurated,  consisting  of  flying  mornings  four 
days  a week,  with  two  hours  of  ground  school  in  the  altornoons.  So  far  the 
weather  has  "been  cooperating  with  the  schedule.  On  the  first  morning  of  the 
operation  of  the  schedule,  a ground  fog  rolled  in  unexpectedly  and  caused  ten 
■forced  landings  due  to  had  weather.  This  gave  the- -personnel  concerned'  some 
very  good  forced  landing  practice  which  could  not  othervise  have  heen  included 
in  the  curriculum.  Since  then,  however,  the  weather  man  has  heen  thwarted  hy 
reversing  things  and  holding  ground  school  in  the  mornings  and  flying  in  the 
sunny  afternoons. 

The  usual  squadron  fomration  work  is  going  on,  special  a.tteiitioii  being 
paid  to  leading.  Most  of  the  pilots  now  here  will  he  at  least  element  leaders 
when  cur  full  complement  .of  pilots  arrives  in  I^ferch.  With  this  in  mind,  each 
pilot  is  given  ample  opportunity  to  lead  flights  and  profit  hy  the  criticism 
of  the  other  more  experienced  leaders  who  take  their  turn  in  the  wing  positions. 
Then,  too,  there  are  frequent  navigation  flights  performed  in  DH  planes  to  ac- 
quaint the  pilots  with  the  terrain  and  gaining  infomTation  of  the  various  air- 
ports in  this-  vicinity.  Tliis  is  very  necessary  at  this  time  of  the  year  due 
to  the  rolling  type  of  ground  fog  which  comes  and  goes  without  warning,  up  and 
dowa  the  valley.  Several  times  the  field  was  obscured  by  this  100-ft.  deep 
blanket  during  early  morning  flying,  and  the . flights  which  happened  to  he  out 
on  missions  had  to  seek  other  airports  and  return  after  the  mist  had  cleared. 

.On  Saturda3?^s  we  have  maneuvers.  So  far  these  have  consisted  of  sending  a 
flight  of  at  least  6 DK’s  on  a triangular  crosb  country  with  about  a 2-hours' 
start.  Then  a fli^t  of  Pursuit  ships  will  take  off  and  scour  the  countryside 
for  the  enemy 'DH * s . The  trips  are  600,  miles  or  more  and  necessitate  a stop 
for  gas  aB.d  lunch,  thus  making,  a pleasant,  interesting  and  instructive  mission 
for  the  end  of  the  week,  ' . , 

In  the  expectation  that  the  20th  Pursuit  Group  will  he  radio- equipped,  the 
principal  ground  school  subjects  are  radio  and  the  eternal  ’buzzer.  There  are 
also  sessions  in. Tactics  and  Engineering.  The  latter  is  very  necessary  at  this 
station  due  to  the  variety  of  ships  flown.  We  have  three  types  of  P-12’' s,  eight 
DH*s,  a Douglas  0-25  and  a Foklcer  tri-motor  to  play  around  with.  Everyone  gets 
plenty  of  time  in  every  tyipe  of  ship,  so  t'nat  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
peculiarities  of  each  is  necessary. 

It  is  surprising  how. quickly  the  morale  goes  up  as  soon  as  work  commences 
on  the  line.  In  danua.ry  the  average  pilot  time  here  was  between  30  and  35 
hours.  There  lia,ve  been  numerous  ferry  trips  as  well,  since  most  of  our  ships 
are  coming  from  overhaul  or  are  nev/.  We  have  ferried  10.  new  P-12C*s  here  from 
the  factory  in  Seattle,  Wash,’,  and  our  other  15  P-12B*  s are  coming  by  install- 
ments from  the  Depot  at  Ro clave  11  Field  as  fast  as  they  are  overhauled.  While 
basking  in  the  warm  Californio,  sun  and  enjoying  all  the  flying  time  one  could 
want,  we  are  becoming  more,  and  more  certain  that  there  is  no  better  station 
than  good  old  "Alma  Mather.” ' . 

— oOg— 

■ • • ' i 

72KD  BOIvIBARDMEWT  SQUADROH  CHALLENGED 

"At  this  writing,”  says  the  Correspondent ' from  the  28th  Bombardment  Squad- 
ron, Nichols  Field,  P,I.,  "wre  desire'  to  pick  up  the  gauntlet  which  our  L'uke 
Field  contemporaries  have  flung  down  so  arrogantly  - a challenge  which  is  not 
compatible  with  our  squadron  honor  to  ignore. 

While  the  personnel  of  the  72nd  Bombardment  Squadron  is  to  be  commended 
for  waging  a strenuous  fight  under  adverse  conditions,  nevertheless  it  remains 
for  us  to  disillusion  them  from  the  fact  that  they  are  not  the  first  nor  the 
only  Bdrabardment  squadron  to  -be  equipped  with  miscellaneous  type  planes.  Con- 
sider the  claim  of  this  somewhat  ambiguous  honor  of  this  organiza'bion.  Our 
LB5A’s  were  washed  out  in  September,  1929.  Since  that  date,  our  Bombardiers 
have  been  forced  to  the  indignity  of  flying  any  stray  mongrel  which  we  could 
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teg  or  borrow.  To  a Bombardment  pilot  th.is  means  tasting  the  bit terast.  dregs  W 
of  the  cup  of  despair,  . ' f 

Let,  therefore,  our  confreres  in  Pineapple  Land  stay  at  home  and  tend  to  [ 
their  om  fruit  trees  rather  than  roam  abroad  declaiming  such  a statement 
which  tends  to  pilfer  the  laurels  of .a  long  suffering  organization," 

At  the  same  time  the  above  challenge  reached  the  Hews  Letter,  the  follow- 
ing was  noted  in  the  contribution  from  Lulie  Pield,  T.H.  i • 

" 72nd  Bombardment  Squadron. 

The  Squadron  carried  out  the  regular  training  schedule  of  cross-country, 
formation  and  night  flying  during  the  past  month,  with  quite  a bit  of  aerial 
bombing  training.  We  remain  the  only  Bombardment  Squadron  equipped  with  Attack 
planes  and  claim  that  we  can  fly  Attack  missions  better  than  any  Attack  Squad- 
ron in  the  service.  Captain  Heisen,  our  Comimnding  Officer,  is  an  Attacker 
from  way  back,  and  where  he  leads  Lieuts.  Pyle,  McCoy,  Cheatle,  Todd, Steenson, 
Davies  and  Boyd,  the  natives  know  that  the  72nd  *Bombideers'  have  the  situa- 
tion well  in  hand. 

The  organization  received  a letter  of  commendation  from  the  Commanding 
Officer,  64th  Coast  Art il lery  (AA) , stationed  at  Port  Shafter,  on  the  excellent 
performance  of  Tow  Target  Missions  in  connection  with  the  annual  Machine  (km. 
Target  season.  All  a,rtillery  missions  were  carried  out  by  pilots  from  the 
72nd  Sqiadron,  and  were  declared  *the  best  ever  furnished*  by  the  Artillery 
officers  on  duty  with  the  64th  Coast  Artillery," 

— oOo — — 

WAP  BEPARTimT  ORDERS  AFPECTIHG  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS 

Clianges  of  Station;  Major  John  D.  Eeardan,  Wright  Pield,  0.,  to  Newport, 
E.I.,  July  1st  for  duty  as  student,  1931-32  course,  Haval  War  College, 

Ifejor  Maxtin  F.  Scanlon,  Assistant  Military  Attache  for  Air,  London, 

Eng.,  to  Walter  Reed  General  Hospital,  Washington,  D.C. 

Captain  Leland  R.  Hewitt,  Instr.  Ark.  Hat*l  (kiard,  Little  Sock,  Ark.,  to 
Philippines,  sailing  from  San  Francisco  aAout  May  27th. 

Captain  Robert  G.  Bi*een,  Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  Langley  Pield,  Va.  ,to  .■ 
Parkwater,  Wash,,  for  duty  with  41st  Div.  Aviation,  II.G. , as  Instructor, 

Ivfejor  Carlyle  H.  Wash,  Hawaiian  Dept.,  to  Langley  Pield,  Ya. 

Capt.  Ernest  Clark,  Bolling. Pield,  D.C.,  to  Hawaiian  Dept. , Apr,  3rd. 

1st  Lieut,  Join  ?.  Kirkendall,  Hawaiian  Dept. , to  torch  Field,  Calif. 

lioon  conrpletion  foreign  service,  1st  Lt , Carl  W.  Pyle  to- March  Pield, 

Calif,  Assignment  to  Rockwell  Pield  revoked, 

1st  Lieut.  Glenn  C.  Salisbury,  Kelly  Field,  to  duty  with  Organized 
Reserves,  1st  Corps  Area,  Boston,  Mass. 

Upon  completion  of  -present  course  of  instruction  at  Advanced  Plying 
School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  2nd  Lieuts.  Thomas  J.  Dubose  to  Phili-ppines;  Samuel 
V.  Stephenson  to  Panajua;  Didney  A.  Ofsthun  to  Hawaiian  Department. 

Reserve  Officers  to  extended  active  duty  to  Juno  50,  1931;  Prom  Feb,  18, 

2nd  Lt."  Will  W.  McConnell,  Buffalo,  l.Y.  , to  Selfridge  Pield,  Mich.;  Prom 
Peb.  10th,  2nd  Lt,  Prank  E,  Opindry,  Chicago,  111.,  to  Selfridge  Pield;  Prom 
Peb.  15th'  2nd  Lt.  Hubert  B.  Duckworth,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  to  Ifexwell  Pield,  Ala.; 
Prom  March  1st;  2nd  Lts. Thomas  R.  Potts,  Aurora.  Hills,  Va,  , to  Mitchel  Pield; 
Desmiond  torphy,  Chesterton,  Ind. , to  Post  Pield,  Okla.;  Prom  March  16th;  2nd 
Lt,  Gerard  P.  Mulligan,  Dorchester,  toss.,  to  Mitchel  Field,  IT.Y.;  Prom  torch 
11th;  2nd  Lt . Richard  B.  St  i th,  ■ -Hollywood,  Calif.,  to  Rock\TOll  Pield,  Calif.; 
Prom  Poh.  24th,  2nd  Lt.  Howard  S.  Behr,  Washington,  D.C.,  to  Mitchel  Pield; ^ 

From  torch  31st,  2nd  Lt.  John  H.  Will-iarason,  Monroe,  La.,  to  Port  Crockett , Tex. ; 
From  April  2nd,  2nd  Lts,  Harry  T.  Rowland,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  to  Port  Sam 
Houston,  Tex,;  Clarence  L.  Terrill,  Takonia  Park,  Md.  ,to  Langley- Pield,  Va.  Prom 
April  IGth,  2nd  Lt.  E/ron  S,  Cooper,  Minot,  ILD.  , to  Crissy  Field,  Calif, 

Relieved  from  Detail  to  the  Air  Cor'os ; 2nd  Lts,  Frederick  D.  Atkindon  to 
3rd  Field  Artillery,  Port  Benjamin  Harrison,  Ind.;  John  S.  ©itliriG  to  13th 
Inf.,  Fort  Ethan  Allen,  Vt . ; Ell  Stevens  to  5th  Infantry,  Fort  Williams,  Me. 

Promotions ; Major  Henry  H.  Arnold  to  Lieut .-Colonel , rank  Peb.  1st;  To 
Captain;  1st  Lieuts,  toir  S.  Fairchild,  ranlc  Jan.  15th;  James  G.  Taylor,  rank 
Jan.  19th;  Leland  W,  Miller,  Raphael  Ba.ez , Jr.,  Robert  H.  Finley,  Don  L. 
Hutchins,  Clarence  H.  Welch,  Ennis  C.  Fnitehcad,  Alfred  J,  Lyon,  Harry  L. Clark, 
rank  Peb.  1st;  To  1st  Lieut.;  2nd  Lts.  Joseph  C.A.Denniston,  Jan.  28th;  John 
H.  McCormick,  Peb.  1st. 

Eesi,gnation;  1st  Lieut,  Harvey  K.  Greenlaw. 
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Delivery  of  a consideralDle 
-quantity  of  BC-GlT-152  aircraft  radis 
receivers,  which  are  a modification 
of  a previous  type  BC-152 , is  now  go- 
ing forward*  The  modification  con- 
sists of  a provision  for  the  use  of 
the  UX-864  tubes  in  place  of  the 
fragile  VT~5.  The  new  tube  has  been 
given  the  designation  VT-24. 

With  the  new  tubes  the  sensiti- 
vity of  this  receiver  is  from  three 
to  five  times  as  much  as  could  be 
obtained  in  the  same  receiver  with 
the  VT-5  tubes.  In  fact,  this 
characteristic  has  been  improved, so 
much  that  it  has  been  found  possible 
to  operate  an  indicating  meter  in 
place  of  headphones.  This  gave  rise 
to  an  idea  that  with  a loop  antenna 
wound  on  the  wings  ' of  a biplane , and 
a tuner  for  the  loop,  the  BC-152 
receiver  could  be  used  as  a "homing" 
device.  .... 

With  an  indicating  meter  on  the 
pilot  *’s  instrument  board  to  show  him 
when  he  is  flying  toward  a selected 
broadcasting  station,  somewhat  the 
equivalent  of  a radio  beaCOn  .could 
be  realized  when  within  receiving 
range  of  any  broadcasting  station. 
After  trying  this  out  mth  excellent 
results,  ten  sets  of  "Aircraft 
Course  Indicators,"  which  are  the 
adapters  necessary  to  couple  up  the 
BO*152  receiver  to  a loop  antenna  and 
and'  the  indicating  meter,  were  pro- 
cured for  test. 

The  use  of  a receiver  and  a 
wing  looxo  as  a "homing"  device  is  an 
oil  practice.  The  inclusion  of  an 
indicating  meter  to  show  departure 
from  the'  pa'th  toward  the  radio  sta- 
tion at  the  ded'tination  is  an  inno- 
vation.' With  broadcasting  stations  . 
in  m.ost  -p^iincipal  cities,  such 
equipment  may  prove  a useful  aid  to 
air  navigation., 

oOo 

On  Friday,  Feb,  13th,  the  1st 
Squadron,  Mitchel  Field,  h.Y. , .com- 
pleted a very  successful  radio  mis- 
sion. The  Squadron  was  divided  into 
two  flights,  and  the  leader  of  each 
flight  equi-pped  with  two-way  radio. 
The  Squadron  Commander  took  the  air 
in  the  Amphibian,  also  equipped  with 


tv;o-way  radio,  and  from  which  he  di- 
* rected  both  "A"  and  "B"  Flints.  From 
! the  air,  the  Squadron  Commander  assign- 
j ed  missions  to  each  of  the  flints, 

; changed  the  missions  from  time  to  time, 

, and  made  such  corrections  as  he  saw  fit. 
j In  general,  he  ma,intained  com-plete  con- 
[ trol  of  his  Squadron  while  it  was  in 
I the  air,  though  at  times  he  was  miles 
^ from  one  or  the  other  flight. 

oOo 

j Langley  Field  has  been  going  on  the 
air  every  week  through  Broadcasting 
' Station  WTAR,  Norfolk,  Va.  Col. Kirtland, 
the  Tpost  commander,  offered  the  servi- 
ces of  the  Langley  Field  Band  and  other 
■ personnel  for  broadcasting  purposes  to 
I Station  WTAR,  and  the  offer  was  gladly 
I acce-pted. 

The  matter  was  turned  over  to  1st  Lt. 

I James  E.  Adams  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  and,  as  a result,  the 
^ band,  the  orchestra,  and  an  officer 
I making  a ten-minute  talk,  are  heard 
' every  Ihesday  night  between  8:30  and 
, 9:00.t).  So  far,  talks  were  made  by 
Col.  Kirtland  on  the  subject  of 
' Langley  Field;  the  following  week  by 
' Jfejor  Curry,  who  gave  a very  inter- 
; esting  talk  on  the  Ain  Corps  Tactical 
. School.  ■ The  third  week  Major  Follett 
Bradley  delivered  a very  concise  talk 
i on  Military  Aviation.  On  Tuesday 
night,  Feb.  10th,  Major  H.A.  Dargue, 

' Conmianding  Officer  of  the  2nd  Bombard- 
I ment  Group,  described  the  work  of  the 
■j  Bombardment  Group  and  its  'pneparation 
j for  active  service, 

i Additional  talks  have  been  scheduled 
i for  various  officers  at  Langley  Field 
ion  subjects  connected  with  Langley  . 

I Field  and  aviation  in  general.  These 
; talks  and  band  concerts  are'  -proving 
j very  po'pular,  and  it  is  ho-p'ed  to  make 
j Langley  Field  well  loiown  throughout 
’ the  territory  served  by  Station  WTAR. 
j oOo 

.!  Major  A.H.  Gilkeson,  Lieut.  A.F, 

I Hegenberger;  Capt.  T.C.  Rives,  Signal 
.j  Corps;  and  W.G.  liaton,  of  the  Radio 
! Laboratory,  flew  from  Wright  Field  to 
iMaxv/eil  Field,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  on 
jjan,  23rd  fcr  the  pur^jose  of  conducting 
jhi^  frequency  transmission  tests  on 
'new  radio  airplane  equipment.  , These 
j two-way  tests  were  made  with  Wri^t 
iField  and  various  other  stations  along 
jthe  route,  amateur  radio  operators  also 
jbeing  invited  to  tune  in  with  the  air- 
qDlane  which  used  the  call  letters  AB-6. 
IThe  return  flight  was  made  oii  the 
jniglit  of  January  24th,  when  radio  and 
iblind  flying  equipment  were  tried  out, 
j oOo 

; Contributions  solicited  for  this  page, 
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NOTES  FROM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 
oOo 

Wrifi’h-t  Field,  Dayton.  Ohio,  Jan.  oOtli : 

A Board  of  Officers  convened  at  T'rigjit  Field  for  the  purpose  of  making 
recommendations  for  the  purchase  of  Observation  airplanes.  The  conference  last- 
ed for  several  days.  Those  participating  were:  Lt.-Col.  F.M.  Andrews  and  Lt . 
Newton  Longfellow,  O.C.A.C.;  Capt . F.O.  Carroll,  VJright  Field;  Lieut s.  O.P. 
Wetland,  Kelly  Field;  L.C.  Blackburn,  Ft.  Riley;  J.M.  McCullough,  Mitchel  Field; 
and  J.G.  O'Neal,  Ft.  Sam  Plouston,  Texas, 

Lieut,  C,H.  CeJdwell  left  L’right  Field' on  Dec,  29th  to  ferry  a PT-1  air- 
plane to  Boston,  stopping  en  route  at  Middletovm,  Pa.;  Logan  Field, Md,;  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.;  NcY/ark,  N.J.;  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y.  and  Hartford,  Conn.,  to  confer 
with  the  Commanding  Officers  of  these  stations  on  supply  and  maintenance  matters. 
Brig. -Gen.  H.C,.  Pratt,  Chief  of  Jiateriel  Division;  Majors  O.P.  Echols  and 

C. l,  Howard  left  for  Washington,  January  6th,  to  attend  a meeting  of  the  Pro- 
curement Planning  Board. 

Lieut.  Y/.N.  Amis  sailed  from  New  York,  Jan.  8th,  for  Panama,  San  Francisco 
and  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  to  conduct  a teclmical  inspection  of  supply  and  main- 
tenance activities  at  those  ports.  He  will  sail  from  Hawaii  for  his  home  sta- 
tion on  Feb.  17th, 

Maj.  A.K.  Hcbley  spent  several  days  at  the  Materiel  Division  during  the 
early  part  of  January  in  conference  with  the  Industrial  War  Plans  Section, 

Capt.  T.C.  Trapnoll  reported  at  Wright  Field  the  first  of  the  year  and  was 
assigned  to  the  Legal  Section  for  duty.  He  succeeds  Capt.  P.owan  A.  Greer,  who 
is  at  present  on  leave  of  absencet, 

Capt.  O.P.  Gothlin,  Materiel  Division  representative  at  the  Boeing  Company, 
Seattle',  Wash,  , ferried  a new  P-12  airplo.ne  to  Wright  Field, 

Capts.  E.E,  Adler  and  Hugh  M.  Elmendorf  landed  at  Wright  Field  on  Jan.  12th, 
remaining  over  for  a few  days.- 

Capt.  Karl  S,  Axtator  attended  a meeting  of  the  N.A.C.A.  in  Washington 
on  January  10th. 

Capt.  Robert  Kauch  flew  to  Detroit  and  Pontiac,  Mich.,  on  Jan.  14th,  on 
aircraft  procurement  matters.  u- . 

Maj.  C.W.  Howard  left  on  Jan.  18th  for  an  extended  western  tour,  including 
the  Boeing  Aircraft  Co.,  Seattle,  Wash.;  Douglas  Co.,  Santa  Monica,  Calif.; 
Northrup  Aircraft  Co.,  B-arbard-t,  Calif,  where  he  will  confer  with  officials' 
concerning  airplanes  on  contract,  and  from  there  will  proceed  to  Rockwell  Field 
to  investigate  the  service  test  equipment. 

Lieut.  D.H.  Dunton,  C.C.A.C.,  arrived  at  Wright  Field  on  Jan.  13th,  re- 
maining /or  several  days  on  inspection  matters. 

Lieut.  J.D,  Corkille  ferried  a Yl-Cl  airplane  to  Bolling  Field  on  Jan. 15th, 
Lieut.  3.R,  McReynolds  piloted  the  Ford  transport  to  Elgin,  111.,  Jan. 

15th,  carrying  as  passengers  A.S.  Wentzell , -R.A.  Ahlbrand,  W'.A.  Oswald,  G.R. 
Larkin,  and  Lieut.  J.G.  Taylor.  The  flight  was  ma.de  in  the  interests  of  air- 
craft instrunents . . 

A preliminary  Army-Navj/-  conference  was  held  for  three  days  at  Wright  Field, 
beginning  on  Jan.  19th,  fop  the  purpose  of  further  consideration  and  discussion 
of  Army-Navy  standards  which  is  to  be  taken  up  at  a main  conference  later  in 
the  spring.  Na,vy  representatives  present  at  the  -conference  were  Lt.  R.D.  Mc- 
Cart,  Lieut.  L.D.  W'ebb,  Lieut.  Pl.S.  Barnaby,  J.E.  Sullivan,  C.S.  Fleidner, 

V.H,  Grant,  J.F.  Hardecker  and  C.L.  Seward,  ^n  the  absence  of  Maj.'  C.W,  Howard 
Chief  of  Experimental  Engineering,  B.F.  Senart  was  in  charge  of  the  conference. 
Wright  Field  representatives  taking  part  were  J.B.  Johnson,  Chief  of  Materials' 
Branch;  Lieut.  A.F,  Hegenberger,  Chief,  Instrument  Unit;  Lieut.  D.L.  Bruner,' 
Chief,  Electrical  Unit;  Mag.  E.L,  Hoffman,  Chief,  Parachute  Unit;  Capt.  F.O.  Car- 
roll,  Chief,  Airplane  Branch;  O.R.  Cook,  Project  Engineer;  and  Capt.  E.R.  Page, 
Chief,  Power  Plant  Branch.  . ' ' 

Commander  Paolo  Sbernadori,  Air  Attache  of  the  Italian  Embassy , Washing! on, 

D. C,, visited  Wright  Field  on  Jan.  22d  and  23d  as  a guest  of  Brig, -General  H.C. 
Pratt.  It  was  a ret-urn  visit.  Commander  Sbernadori  having  attended  the  .'ceremon- 
ies last  year  of  the  laying  of  the  memorial  to  Lieut.  Pirelli,  who  was  killed 

at  Fairfield  in  1917, while  a memher  of  an  Italian  mission  to  this  country, 

Capt.  F.O.  Carroll  ferried  a Stearman  airplane  to  the  plant  of  the  Stearman 
Aircraft  Co.,  Wichi-ta,  Kans.,  on  Jan.  22d. 
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Capt.  A.W.  Stevens  left  .on  •, January ’22d'  for  Chicago » 'Rochester  and  Rew  Y-ork 
City,  on  aerial  photographic  matters.  , 

Maj.  J.D.  Reardan  returned .recently -looking  very  fit  from  a one-month's 
leave  of  absence  spent  in  Georgia  and  Florida.  Capt.  A.M,  Drake  also  took  a 
month,  hut  spent  all  of  it  in-  Florida.:  : , • 

Brig. -General  H.C-.  Pratt  talked  on.  interesting  features  of  Wright  Field 
before  the  Woman's  Aeronautical  Association,' Dayton  Chapter,  at  a luncheon  meet- 
ing held  at  the  Dayton.  Country  Club  on  January  28th.  *• 

Ralph  Lockwood,  Aviation- Corp.  , ITew  York  City,  stopped  in  at  Wright  Field 
on  Jan.  27th  to  say  "Hello'.', , to  his  many  friends  of -McCook  Field  days  when  ho. 
was  a member  of  the  well-known  flight,  test  group.  He  was  flying  a 'Lockheed,  in 
which  he  took  off  later  for  Chicago.  , 

Maj.  W.H.  Crom  left  for  Washington  on  Jan.  29th,  for  a conference  with  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  , . 

. Lieut,  J.G,  Taylor  left-  on  Jan.  29th  for  Astoria,  Long  Island,  to  test 
pontoon  equipment  at  the  plant  of ■ the  Edo  Aircraft  Corp,  ' , 

Lieut.  L.H.  Dunlap  arrived  at  Wright  Field  from-  Langley . Field  in  a Bombard- 
ment airplane  on  J.an..  26th,  returning  to  his  home;  station' on  Jan.  30th, 

' Among  the  officers  participating  in  cross-country  flights  during  the  past 
month-^were  the  following;  Lieuts.  C,H.  Caldwell  to  Detroit;.  A.F.  Hegenberger 
and  Capt.  T.C.  Rives,  Signal  Corps , .to  .Pittsburgh;  D.W.  Watkins  'to  Detroit;  D.L. 
Bruner  to  Selfridge  Field;  Maj,  F,H..  .Coleman  to  Aberdeen,  Md. ; Lieuts.,  H.K, 
Baisley- to  Uniontown,Pa, ; B.W.  Chidlaw  tO:  Chanute  Field;  Capt . L.C.  .Hurd  to. 
Selfridge  Field;  Lieuts.  Coiirtlandt  Johnson  to  Detroit;  J.G.  Taylor  to  Chanute.' 
Field;  R.J,  Minty  to  Chanute  Field;  A.R.  Crawford  to’  Selfridge;  P.H.Kemmer  to 
Chanute;  E.M.  Powers,  and' Capt . M,E..Mc'Hugo  to  Selfridge;  . Capt . 0,0.  Hiergarth 
to  Battle  Creek,  Mich,;  Lieuts.  S.E.  Prudhomme  and  G.F.  Schulgen  to  Selfridge; 
K.B,  Wolfe  to  Coliimbus,  Louisville  and  Indianapolis;  Clements  McMiullen  to  Boll- 
ing Field;  J.E.  Parker  and  Lieut.  R.C,  Gaffatt  to  Detroit;  A. J.  Lyon  to  Chanute; 
Capt.  F.O,  Carroll  to  Pittsburgh;  Lieuts.  C.H.  Ridenour  .to  Chanute  and  .Scott  ■ 
Fields;  Lieut.  D.G,  Lingle -and  Capt ^ J.Y,  York  to  Louisville;  Aieut.  J.D.  Cork-., 
ille  and  Maj.  E.G,  Relnartz  to  Bolling  Field;  Lieuts.  0..R,  Cook  to  Chanute  Field; 
H.H.  Couch  to  Kansas  City;  K.B,.  Wolfe  and  Capt,  Dudley  Howard  to  Chanute  Field;  ' 
S.H.  Warner,  U.S,  HAvy,  to  St.  Louis.  .' 

The  following  names  appeared  among  those  of  manufa.ot'urers.'.  representatives 
visiting  the  Materiel  Division  for  consultation  during  the  past  month;  A.R. 

Stalt , Aircraft  Products  ;Co. , Detroit ; A.R,  Raabe,  Eclipse  Aviation  Corp. , East 
Orange,  H. J.- ; 'David  Gregg,  Bendix  Co.,  East  Orange,  E.J,;  O.E.  Ross,  Keystone 
Aircraft  Corp.,  Bristol,  Pa.  Burnham  Adams , Wright  Aeronautical ^Gonp, , Paterson, 
N.J.;  R.T.  Hurley,  Hurley  To?/nsends  Corp.,  Hew  York  City;  D.M.  Borden,-  Avi  at  i'on  ' 
Corp.,  Hew  York  City;  Lawrence  D.  Bell  and  B.D.  Thornks , Th'oraas-Morse  Co.,  Buffalo 
F.S,  Hubbard,  Berliner -Joyce  Co.,  Baltimore,  Md.;  E.W,  Dichman,..  Fairchild  Co^  , 

Hew  York  City;  J.R,  Cautley  and- W.H. , DtiBois , Bendix' Co.  ,'  South  Bend,  Ind.-;  W.A. 
Ray,  Berliner-Joyce  Co.,  M.  H.  St.Clair,  Swit lick  Parachute" and  Equipment  Co. , 
Trenton,  H.J,;  George  Waite,  Irving  Air  Chute  Co.,  Buffalo;  I.M.  Laddon , . Con- . . 
solidated  Aircraft  Co.,  Buffalo;  C.W.  Stev/ard,  Curtiss  A. '&  Mk  Co. , Hempstead, 
H.Y,;  E.H.  Gott  and  C.T,  Porter,  Keystone  Aircraft  Co.,  Bristol,  Pa.;  D.  Miller, 
Fairchild  Co.,  Hew  York  City;  Burdette  Wright,  Gurtiss-Wright  Co. , 'Washington, 
D.C.;  D.B,  Warner,  Warner  Aircraft  Co.,  Detroit;  A.V.  VerVille,  L.E..  Poole  and 
Louis  Meister,  Verville  Aircraft  Co.,  Detroit;  T.E.  Tilli'hghast.,  Pratt  & Whitney 
Co.,  Hartford,  Conn.;  Harold  Caminez  and  W.H.  Gil Iraan,  Allison  Shgineering  Co., 
Indianapolis;  G.H.  Brodie  and  Edward  Macauley,  Packard  Co.,  Detroit;  J.E.  Rus- 
sell, Sikorsky  Co.,  Bridgeport,  Conn.;  J.J.  Ferry  and  R.H.  Hartzell,  Hartzell 
Propeller  Co,,  Piqua,  Ohio;  Eddie  Rickenbacher  and  'Victor  Bertrandias , Foklcer 
Co., Hew  York  City;  Hamilton  Foley,  Pittsburgh  Screw  and  Bolt  Corp.,  Pittsburgh; 
and  E.T.  Allen,  Horthrup  Aircraft  Co.,  Burbank,  Calif.  Many  of  these  names  have 
a familiar  Army  ring, 

Rockwell  Field.  Coronado.  Calif..  Feb.-  2nd; ' 

The  Eleventh  Bombardment  Squadron  is  now  quite  engrossed  in  its  gunnery 
season,  having  completed  the  bombing  course  a short  while  ago. 

The  current  training  season  featured'  the  first  time,  the  new  Browning  Flex- 
ible guns  were  used.  At  first,  due  to  unfamiliarity  with  the  firing  character- 
istics of  the  gun,  the  scores  were  not  as  high  as  might  have  been  expected. 

This  was  quickly  mastered,  and  the  work  is  going  along  very  rapidly.  Pilots 
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are  very  enthusiastic  over  this  new  gun,  especially  with  the  increased  speed  of 
fire  over  the  old  type. 

2nd  Lieut.  Paul  L.  Poster,  A.C,  Res.,;  reported  at  Rochvv^ll  .Field  and  was 
assigned  to  the.  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  for  duty.  , 

The  ITaval  Air  Station  and  Rocl;well  Field  had  two  athletic  combats  lately 
in  the  honorable  sports  pf  squash  and  tennis.  These  athletic  meetings  have  dons 
much  toward-  the  betterment  of  Army-Navy  relations  on  the  .island. 

Fighting  v/ith  precision-like,  fury,  bhe  wearers  of  the  olive  drab  turned 
back  the  blue  horde  on,  both  occasions..  The  contestants  were  all  very  evenly 
matched,  which  tended  to  make  the  series  very  interesting. 

At  present,  the  Rockvpll  Field  Golf  team  is  rapidly  getting  in  shape  to 
meet  the  Middies  in  match  play  before,  the  fleet  leaves  on  its  annual  cruise, 

A dance  was  held  at  the  Officers*  Club  on  Jan.  30th.  Decorations  were  car- 
ried out  in  the  Japanese  motif;  Lanterns,  greenery  and  wisteria  were  hung  from 
the  ceiling.  A five-piece  orchestra  furnished  the  music..  . 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  evening,  sandwiches,  lemonade  and  coffee  were 
served  to  the  seventy  couples  who  attended, 

Lieut.  F.H,  Davidson,  A.C. 5R. , is  conducting  an  athletic  hour  for  officers' 
children,  meeting  twice  a week.  Children  between  the  ages  of  six  and  fourteen 
are  eligible  for  this  training, 

Rockv-ell  Air  Depot;  Maj.  B.K,  Yount,  A.C.,  Commanding.  Of  ficer , accompanied 
by  1st  Lieut,  B.M.  Giles,  A.C.  , Chief.  Engineei’ing  Officer,  made  an  inspection 
trip,  via  air,  to  Mather  and  Crissy  Fields,. for  purpose  of  conferring  with  the 
Commanding  Officers  of  the  stations  named  regarding  requirements  for  Air  Corps 
supplies  and  equipment*  On  Jan,  ?lst,; these  officers  were  joined  at  Crissy 
Fiel-d  by,  Lieuts , C,P.  Kane,  E.M.  Robb ips.  and  V.D.  Westbrook, , for  the  purpose  of 
visiting  the  proposed  location  of  the, Supply  and  Repair  Depot  at  Alameda,  going 
over  the  ground,  making  such -stu-dies  ■ and  observations  as  were  necessary  in  con- 
nection with  information  desired  by . th.e  Materiel  Division  in.  location  of  build- 
ings, flying  field,  etc.;  . , , ... 

Capt.  Ray  A.  Dunn  and  Lieut,  Harpy  K.  Mills,  of  the .Middletown  Air  Depot, 
were  recent  visitors  at  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot,  for  the, purpose  of  conferring 
with  the  Commanding  Officer  regarding  the  method  used  in  maintenance  and  equii)- 
ment;  storage  and  issue  of  supplies  and  observing  the  system  of  operation  at 
the  Rockwell  Depot, 

, Col,  Robert  3.  McBride  (CAC)  General  Staff  Corps,  9th  Corps  Area,  Asst. 
Chief  of  Staff  for  Supply,  accompanied  by  Liept.-Col.  F.B,  Wheaton,  .Q,.M,C, , As- 
sistant Corps  Area  Quartermaster,  visited  Rocluvell  Field  during  the  month  to 
inspect  maintenance,  construction  and  supply  activities. 

Brig. -General  C.H.  Daniorth,.  Commanding  General  of  the  Air  Corps  -Training 
Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field,  Jan.  25th,  on  route  to 
March  Field. 

Capt,  John  E.  Adamson,  Q.M.C.,  Ft,  .MacArthur,  arrived  at  Roclcwell  Field, 
Feb,  3rd,  for  purpose  of  inspection  of  government -owned  motor  transportation 
and  determining  repairs  necessary, 

Maj.  I.J.  Nichol,-  I.G.D.,  Corps  Area  Inspector.,,  arrived  at  RockvTell  Field 
Feb,  ,5th  to  malie  annual  inspection  and  survey  of  Rockwell  Field.. 

During  January,  the  Depot  Supply  Department  of  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot  made 
the  following  shipm.ents,  etc;.;  , . 

Shipments-  received  - 299  Shipments  made  - 292. 

Number  of  requisitions  received  during  the  month  .-  24.  . 

Average  time  elapsing  from  date  of  receipt  of  requisition  to  date  of  ship- 
ment of  all  items  available  in  st.ock  . 1^  days.  . ' . . 

Bolling  Field.  D.C..  Feb.  IQth;-  ; 

Lieut.  Stranathan  left  the  other  day  for  the  Ford  Factory  to  bring  back 
one  of  the  latest  high  speed  Ford  Transports  for  Bolling, 

Lieut,  Willis  in  an  0-25,  had  a. forced  landing  at  Union  City,  Pa.,  the 
other  day,  en  route  to  Erie,  Pa.,  to  return  Congressman  La  G-uardia.  Due  to  his 
. exceptional  piloting  ability  and,  of  -course,  with  "old  man  luck"  siding  with 
him,  he  made  out  O.K.  . 

. Lieut,  Cousland  left  the  other  day,  flying  the  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  Hurley, 
to  Topeka,  Kans.  , . 

Old  Man  "Flu"  has  taken  his  toll  at  Bolling  Field,  for  most  of  the  officers 
'and  their  families  have  all  been  "down"-  and  incapacitated  for  the  past  several 
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weeks.  Most  of  them  now  seem  to  have  recovered  and  are  hack  for  duty. 

On  the  night  of  Jan.  30th,  Bolling  Field’s  now  famous  Volley  Ball  Team 
successfully  defeated  a picked  team  from  the  Office,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps. 

After  the  game,  a most  delightful  "Chile  dinner"  was  served  the  raemhers  of  both 
teams,  families  a,nd  guests.  A most  enjoyable  evening  was  had  by  all,  and  now  we 
are  looking  forward  to  a return  game  with  them,  and  challenge  all  "good"  Volley 
Ball  Teams  to  a game. 

Fort  Sill,  Okla. , Feb.  8th; 

Baring  the  first  days  of  Ja,nuary,'10  officers  and  25  enlisted  men  returned 
from  holiday  leave  and  on' Jan.  5th,  the  Squs.dron  resiamed  training. 

2nd  Lieut.' Joel  0.  Pitts,  J.  Tfill  Campbell  and  G-eorge  L.  Houle  have'had 
their  tour  of  autive  duty  extended  •cutil  J'one  30,  1931. 

Capt.  L.P.  Hickey  was  ordered  to  proceed  by  redl  to-  Santa  Monica,  Calif., 
to  ferry  a Douglas  0-38  airplane  to  the  National  Guard  at  Houston,  Texas.  , 

Up  to  date  the  Air  Corps  Troops  ba-sket-ball  team  has  batted  a thousand  per- 
cent, and  we  have  reason  to  believe  they  will  continue  to  do  so.-  Thus  far , seven 
games  liave  been  played  and  won.  One  game  with  the  38th  Infantry  was  in  doubt 
until  the  final  period,  ending  32  to  31,  2nd  Lieut.  C.K.  (Benny)  Moore  is  coach 
and  a star,  forward.  The  other  members  of  the  team  are:  Staff  Sgt . 0..\7.  Jensen, 
Sgt , L.S.  Rayburn,  Cpl.  F.H.  Cla-rk,  Pvts,  J.H.  Moss,  C.W.-  Christman,  Wayne  Brown, 
F.L.  Combs,  Wm.T.  Duke,  W.K.  Ward,  P.S.  Haughton,  P.P.  Haug  and  R.C.  Motley. 

Cpl.  Edward  Gilroy  was  promoted  to  1st  Sergeant  of  theSSth  Observation 
Squadron,  relieving  Staff  Sgt.  John  S.  Bezek,  who  was  ordered  to  Hawaii. 

Marshall  Field.  Ft. Riley,  Kans.,  Feb.  7’th; 

The  Air  Corps  Officers  at  Ft.  Riley  upheld  their ' reputations  as  horsemen 
when  they  landed  tv/o  of  the  first  ■four ‘places  in  a horseshow  at  the  Cavalry 
School  on. Jan.  16th.  Lieuts.  Wagner  placed  first  and  Chcyney  fourth. 

On  Ja-n.'25th,  nine  ships  were  sent  from  this  squadron  to  Kansas  City,  to 
fly  demonstration  formations  for  the  AniCrican  Red  Cross  drive.  Ft.  Leavenworth, 
sent  ships,  and  the  Reserve  Officers  at  Richards  Field  also  took  part  in  the 
demonstrations.  It  was  estim.ated‘ that  approximately  3500  people  were  at  Richards 
Field  to  watch  the  show;  however,  five  hondred  dollars  v/ere  contributed  toward 
the  drive.  ■ ■ - . 

Congressman  James  arrived  at  this  field  on  Jan.  31st,  being  flown  by  Capt. 
McDaniel,  of  the  O.C.A.C.,  in  a single-motored  Fbld:er.  Mr.  James  left  on  Feb. 

2d  for  Ft.  Sill,  Omla.  . 

On  January  27th  the  Air  Corps  enlisted  men's  basketball  team  lost  the 
championship  game  to  the  Ileadq^uarters  Troops,  2nd  Cavalry,  by  one  point  in  a 
five  minute  extra  period,  the  final  score  being  31-32. 

The  Air  Corps  Officers'  Bowling  team  now  stands  in  second  place  in  the 
Cavalry  School  Bowling  tournament. 

Among  the  visitors  at  Marshall  Field  during  the  past  month  were:  Majors 
Dixon,  Rudolph,  Erowue , Peabody,  Royce,  Capt.  Ballard  and  Lieut.  Kyle. 

Nichols  Field.  Rizal,  P.I..  Jan.  9th. ; 

2St'h  Bombardment  Squadron;  1st  Lieut.  Fred  C.  Nelson,  Air  Corps,  won  the 
1930  Army  Golf  Championship  of  the  Philippine  Department  on  Dec.  19th,  defeating 
1st  Lieut.  O.A.  Andersen,  Air  Corps,  11  up  -10  to  play  in  their  36-hole  match. 

V;ith  the  arrival  in  December  of  the  transport , "Grant"  , the  influx  of  per- 
sonrel  brought  wdth  it  an  old  member  of  the  organization  in  the  person  of  1st 
Sgt.  3.L.  White,  Other  non-commissioned  officers  assigned  are -Staff  Sgts. Martini 
and  Ross  and  Sgt,  Johnson.  Wdth  the  departure  of  the  "Grant",  the  non-commis- 
sioned staff  was  depleted  by  the  loss  of  Mr. Sgt.  Doble,  1st  Sgt,  Browning,  Sgts, 
Coffman  and  Ju.tras, 

66th  Service  Squadron;  1st  Lieut.  Joseph  Smith  was  on  detached  service  at 
Ft .William  McKinley  from  Dec.  14th  to  22d  as  Asst.  Chief  Inspector  during  the 
Departm.ent  Athletic  Meet. 

The  66th  Squadron  won  the  inter-squadron  volley  ball  championship. 

Tech, Sgt-,  Wmi.B.Fox  left  on  the  December  transport  for  his  new  station  at 
Selffidge  Field.  'Sgt.  John  Murphy  (better  loiown  as  "Spud")  also  left  for  his 
ne-.v' stat ion , Maxwell  Field. 
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2d  Observation  Sc'aa.c.ron;  The  Squadron  received  the  following  new  arrivals 
on  the  Decemher  transport:  Capt . Russel  ■ Maiighan , 1st  Lieut.  Robert  R,  Selway,  2ndJ 
Lieuts.  Otto  Wienecke,  Yantis  H.  Taylor','  Marion  Huggins , Tech.  'Sgt .' Richard  E.  ■«! 
Hoijer  and  Staff  Sgt.  Eiunett  G.  Gauper,  ffli 

During  the  month  of  December,  the  2nd  Squadron  with  an  average  of '8  air- 
planes,  rolled  up  a total  of  over  323  hours  aircraft  time  for  the  first  26  days  ^ 
of  the  m.onth.  Over '90  hours  of- this  time  was  flov/n  in  connection  with  the  60th 
Coast  Artillery  Corps. 

Langley  Field,  Va. , Eeb.  18th:  ' ■ 

19th  Airship  Company,  Ib/  Lt . W.T.  Paul;  Very  good  flying  wea.ther  prevailed 
during  the  past  week,  only  one  day  being  lost  due  to  high  winds.  The  week's  • ] 

flying  was  featured  by  a cross-co'ontry  training  flight  to  Et  .Bragg, H.C . , on  Jan, 
23rd  and  return  on  the  24th,  for  the  purpose  of  training  rated  personnel  of  the  > 
2nd  Balloon  Company.  A total  of  16  training  flights  were  made  while’ at  Ft .Bragg,* 
including  one  night  flight  of  six  ho-urs'  duration.  1st  Lieut.  W.J.  Paul  and  2nd™ 
Lieut.  W.J.  McCracken  piloted  the  ship  on  the  flight  from  this  station  and  return^. 

On  Jan.  26th  Ma j . Kennedy,  Office,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  visited  Langley 
Field  and  made  two  training  flights  in  the  TC-10. 

On  the  28th,  demonstration  flights  were  flown  for  the  Air  Corps  Tactical 
■ School ,* ten  members  of  the  class  being  carried  as  passengers  on  short  flights 
over  the  peninsula.  Ma j . Van  Hostrand  escorted  the  class  around  the  hangar  and 
explained  the  various  phases  of  lighter-thau-air  work.  ' ' 

2nd  Bombardment  Group  - By  Lt . Thomas  S.  Power;  Lieut.  E.M.  Day',  after  two  ::: 
years  with  the  2nd  Bombardm,ent  Group,  w^as  appointed  Post  E.cS;  R.  Officer.  This  ||| 
detail  transfers  Lieut,  Day  to  Post  Headquarters.  We  are  sorry  to  lose  "Birnlcy" , ;j| 
but  he  should  m.ake  a good  "Muscle  Man"  in 'the  Athletic  Department. 

The  new  0-19-C's  are  proving  quite  popular,  judging  by  the  scramble  to  get 
them,  for  •p/eek-end  cross-co’ontries . • 'f 

A.C.'  Tactical  School  - By  Lieut.  J.D.  Barker;  Due  to  the  fact  that  the  Air  ; 
Corps  Tactical  School  will  take  part  in  the  A.C.  Maneuvers 'from  May  31st  to  June  j 
1st,. arid  the  Army  v'ar  College  Exercises  the  first  part  of  June,  it  was  necessary  ■!! 
to  revise  our  schedule  so  that  the  class  room  instructions  will  be  completed  by  ■! 
May  8th,  The  final  map  problem.s  in  Air  Force  will  be  given  upon  the  return  of 
the  School  from  the  War  College  E:cerciseSo  It  is  hoped  to  hold ’the  graduation  ' I 
exercises  on  Saturday,  June  27th. 

Lieut . -Com.mander  P.V.H.  Weems,  U.S.N.  , from  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  ^ 
gave  an  interesting  lecture  in  aerial  navigation  on  Friday  .afternoon , Feb.  6th,  'i 
Commander  Weems  is  a well  known  authority  on  this  subject,  ^ 

The  "FLU"  epidemic  hit  the  Tactical  School  hard  since  the  first  of  the  year. 
Hardly  a day  has  passed  that  at  least  one  of  the  school  officers  has  not  been 
sick  in  qu.arters. 

Apparent ].y  no  other  bowling  team  is  able  to  throw  much  opposition  in 
the  ?/ay  of  the  59th  Service  Squadron  of  the  Langley  Field  Bowling  League.  The 
Service  Squadron  continues  to  pile  up  victory  after  victor;;.  , The  2nd  Bombard- 
ment Group  Headquarters  and  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School  teaur.s  are  at  the  pres-  'i 
ent  time  -tied  for  second  place,  closely  followed  by  the  2nd  Bombardment  Wing  ' 
Headquarters  who  are  holding  third  place  by  one  game  margin. 

The  59th  Service  Sq’uadron  bowlers  dropped  two' out  of  three  games  on  Jan. 

21st  to  the  Officers  #1  Team.  The  59th  still  has  a slight  lead  in  the  Lea.gue, 
but  their,  defeat  on  that  day  cut  it  to  a slim  one  game  advantage.  Lieut..  McCune,. 
of  the  Officers  Team,  with  611,  was  high  scorer  for  the  three  games,  while  sin- 
gle game  high  score  went  to  Sgt.  Cattarius,  who  toppled  247  pins  in  the  second 
g.am.e  for  the  Service  Squadron.  In  the  last  game  for  the  Officers  Team,  every 
bowler  except  one  reached  the  500  mark  for  the  three  games. 

On  Jan.  23rd,  the  Second  Bombardment  Group  Headquarters  defeated  the  19th 
Airship  Company  two  out  of  three  games.  Roslaniec,  of  the  2nd'  Group  Headquart- 
ers team,  with  726,  was  high  scorer’,  rolling  games  of  255,  234  and  237,  just  12 
pins  short  of  the  alley  record  held  by  Sgt.  Falkowski , of  the  2nd  Bombardment 
Wing  Headquarters  team. 

The  59th  Service  Squadron  increased  their  lead  to  three  games  on  Jan.  27, 
by  trimming  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group  Headquarters  Team  out  of  three  games.  Pvt. 
Laskey  stood  out  with  649  for  the  set  and  258  for  high  game. 

The  19th  Airship  Company  team  defeated  the  Officers  #1  Team  two  games  out 
of  three,  Lieut.  McCune  with  609  was  high  scorer  for  the  three  games,  while 
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single  game  high  score  went  to  Pvt.  Howieson  of  the  Lighter-than-air  team,  Capt . 
Kenny,  a memhor  of  the  Officers  fl  Team,  was  in  the  line  up  after, several  weeks' 
absence  due  to  leg  injury  which  prevented  him  from  spilMng  the  maples  for  his 
team. 

The  Air  Corps  Tactical  School  team  handily  defeated  the  strong  96th  Bombard- 
ment Squadron  team  three  games.  Pvt , 'Powell' s 648  for  three  games  added  material- 
ly to  the  defeat  of  the  96th. 

The  bowling  alleys  have  been  working  overtime,  due  to  the  Post  Bo-wling 
League  activities.  The  competition  in  the  League  is  keen  and  the  result  is  still 
undecided  between  the  several  teams  fighting  for  the  championship.  An  individual 
tournament  is  about  to  be  started  and,  from  the  entries  nov;  in,  the  competition 
for  the  prizes  should  be  high. 

Two  Post  Basketball  Teams  have  been  organized  and  have  had  a successful 
season  so  far.  The  "A”  'Team  was  just  nosed  out  for  the  Southern  District  Cham- 
pionship, Tfith  two  teams  competing,  it  has  given  Langlej^  Pield  basketball  a 
plenty  and  the  games  have  been  greatly  enjoyed  by  the.  personnel. 

1st  Pursuit  Group,  Selfridge  Pield ,Mt .Clemens , Mich, ,Peb. 3rd; 

The  1st  Pursuit  G-roup  has  just  received  the  first  of  their  allotment  of 
Pokker  Y-IC  14  Transports,  and  it  is  now  being  used  daily  for  various  missions, 

light  flying  was  carried  out  extensively  by  the  Group  during  the  past  month, 
including  element  and  flight  formation  work.  It  is  planned  to  carry  out  several 
night  cross-country  missions  during  the  coming  month. 

Maj.-Gen,  Franlc  Parker,  Corps  Area  Comm.ander',  was  the  honor  gaest  at  a lunch- 
eon tendered, by  the  Combined  Business  Clubs  of  Mt. Clemens,  which  followed  an  un- 
official visit  by  the  General  to  Selfridge  Pield.  As  principal  speaker  during 
the  luncheon,  General  Parker  reviewed  factors  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the 
lational  Defense  Act  of  1930.  Shortly  following  his  arrival  at  Selfridge  Field, 
the  1st  Pursuit  Group,  vdth  a total  of  66  airplanes,  took  the  air  and  flew  a 
demonstration  formation  in  his  honor. 

General  Parker,  as  Corps  Area  Co:iiraander,  has  always  taken  a keen  interest 
in  Self ridge  Field  and  the  1st  Pursuit  Group,  and  this  interest  has  been  recip- 
rocated by  the  personnel  of  the  Field  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Corps  Area  Com- 
mander's interest  in  flying  is  not  confined  to  that  of  an  onlooker  but  as  an  ac- 
tive participant.  Whenever  possible,  the  General  uses  an  airpla,ne  as  a means  of 
transportation. 

Maj.-Gen.  John  L.  DeWitt , Quartermaster  General,  visited  Selfridge  Field 
Feb.  16th  on  an  inspection  trip  of  Quartermaster  activities  and  new  construction. 
Gen.  DeWitt  seemed  quite  satisfied  with  the  progress  being  made.  He  was  a guest 
of  the  Detroit  Procurement  Planning  Board  at  a dinner  at  the  Statler  -tictel, 

Maj.  George  E.  Brett,  Post  Coiunander , accompanied  by  Capt.  Victor  H.  Strahra, 
flew  to  7/right  Field  on  Feb.  15th  to  confer  with  the  Chief  of  the  Materiel  Divi- 
sion relative  to  the  coming  Air  Corps  maneuvers.  The  trip  was  made  in  the  new 
C-4A,  a Ford  tri-moror  Transport,  Maj.  Brett  reports  that  it  is  a very  comfort- 
able airplane  to  fly  and  that  its  cruising  speed  and  capacity  made  it  a suitable 
type  of  transport  for  the  mission.  Both  officers  returned  to  Selfridge  Field  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  same  day. 

17th  Pursuit  Squadron : The  officers  of  the  Squadron  have  applied  for  but 
few  cross-countries  during  the  month,  because  of  having  just  returned  from  leave 
during  the  holidays,  Lieuts.  Warburton,  Van  Auken  and  Burns  went  to  Pittsburgh 
on  the  week-end  of  the  17th. 

On  the  week  end  of  the  24th  Capt,  Hoyt  went  to  Washington  on  official  busi- 
ness. Bad  weather  delayed  his  return  until  Monday,  the  26th, 

All  officers  have  taken  and  successfully  passed  the  annual  physical  examin- 
ation. Lieut.  Van  Auken  was  ordered  to  Ft.  Sheridan  Hospital  for  a nose  operation. 

The  Squadron  Mess  Hall  and  Kitchen  is  considerably  brighter,  after  having 
been  painted  a mellow  cream  color.  Besides  being  easier  on  the  eyes,  they  are 
much  easier  to  keep  clean.  The  Squadron  also  plans  to  paint  the  Day  Room,  the 
Orderly  Room  and  Squadron  Commander's  office. 

During  the  month  the  Squadron  has  started  night  flying.  At  first,  the  pilots 
flew  individually;  then  an  element  was  formed  and,  after  an  hour's  flying  as  an 
element,  a flight  of  six  ships  was  formed.  The  work  has  been  going  along  very 
nicely  and  all  officers  are  very  enthusiastic  about  it.  It  seems  as  though  bet- 
ter landings  are  made  at  night  than  in  the  day  time.  It  is  planned  to  fly  as  a 
complete  Squadron  in  the  very  near  future  and  then  to  secure  permission  for  per- 
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iodical  night  crcss-co-untries  to  and  from  certain  Air  Corps  Posts  and,  good  Com- 
iiijrcl:'!  Airports.  Ikp-t , tho  Squadron  Comirander,  has  had  much  and  varied 

experience  in  night  flving.  he  flew  from  St .Paul,  Minn.,  to  Edmonton,  Alherta, 
Canada,  at  night,  on  his  flight  to  Alaska,  also  during  the  flight  of  the"Qaestion 
Mark",  he  was  pilot  on  Refueling  Plane  ho.  1,  and  made  27  refueling  contacts  at 
night,  Erom  this  it  can  he  understood  why  the  17th  officers  are  enthused  over 
night  flying  and,  ospeeially,  lu'der  the  leadership  of  Capt . Hoyt. 

The  SquacLron  now  has  an  element,  three  ships  of  P-12D's.  These  ships  are 
the  same  as  the  P-12C's,  hvit  being  eqiiipped  with  high  compression  engines,  give 
superior  porfcrmance, 

IXiring  the  last  few  months  the  Squadron  boasted  of  being  p\irely  a bachelor 
organisation,  In  fact,  since  September,  1950,  the  roster  has  been  free  of  mar- 
ried officers.  But  our  sanctuary  is  now  destroyed.  Lieut.  Estes  took  a few 
days'  leave  and  retnmiied  to  duty  as  a married  mian.  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Estes  are  at 
home  at  117  Cess  Avenue  at  the  Was^cington  Apartments. 

27th  Pursuit  Squadron;  January  was  a month  of  reorganization  as  the  flying 
force  of  the  Squadron  was  coi.cerned,  Hov;  ships  were  assigiied  to  pilots,  perman- 
ent flight  organization  made,  flight,  colors  designated  and  a new  squadron  color 
adopted. 

Lieut.  3r-''ant  L.  Eoatner  was  granted  thirty  days'  leave.  Rumor  has  it  that 
he  intends  to  bring  back  the  Mrs.  with  him. 

The  Squadron  sponsored  an  Enlisted  Men's  Lance  on  Jan.^  24-th. 

56  th  Pursuit ' Squadron;  With  the  arrival  of  Lieut.  McCormick  with  the  last 
of  the  P-6's,  the  sqhadron  reached  its  full  quota  of  ships  and  will  now  be  able 
to  put  its  full  strength  in  the  a,ir. 

Lieuts.  Elliott,  Tellman  and  Hegy  returned  from  Serattle  with  P-12's, 

The  5Sth  Squadron  opened,  its  basketball  season  with  a victory  over  the  27th 
Squadron,  44  to  11.  The  team,  showed  a fast  offensive  gn.me  and  a tight  defense, 
allowing  the  27th  but  three  field  goals,  and  five  points  from  the  foul  line. 

The  Squadron  officers  recently  enjoyed  a venison  dinner,  the  gam.e  being 
supplied  by  Lieut.  Tennes,  who  returned,  with  a quarter  of  a buck  from^  cross- 
country. 

Lieuts.  Eri^pall , Hopkins  and  Tennes  returned  from  a cross-country  to  ^ 

Chi cago . 

On  Jan.  6th,  the  56th  inaugurated  its  night  flying  program  for  the  year. 

Hine  pilots  enge.ged  in  botii  individual  and  formation  practice. 

Tech.Sgt.  Williai'n  B.  Eox,  who  recently  returned  fromi  a tour  of  foreign  ser- 
vice, reported  for  duty  the  21st « 

The  basketba.ll  tea.m,now  occupying  second  place  in  the  Post  League,  defeated 
the  57th  Service  Squadron  last  Thtu'sday,  21  to  20,  in  a game  that  had  the  stands 
in  an  uproar  from  start  to  finish.  The  56th  team  scored  the  winning  points  in 
the  last  45  seconds  o.f  play. 

The  Squadron  is  sorry  to  learn  that  Lieut.  Hopkins  is  leaving  to  return  to 
scliool  in  order  to  obtain  his  degree. 

The  Intor-squadron  basketball  season  at  Selfridge  Eield  is  well  under  way, 
with  the  teams  of  the  1st  Pursuit  Group  squadrons.,  the  57th  Service  Squadron, 
the  5Gth  Pursuit  Squadron  (attached  to  the  Group)  and  Headquarters  competing  for 
post  honors. 

The  Headquarters  quintet,  with  five  victories,  is  leading  the  pack  with  a 
perfect  percentage,  all  the  other  teams  having  been  defeated  once  by  resp-ectable 
margins.  The  56th  and  57th  are  next,  each  with  three  wins  and  one  loss;  the  27th 
follows  with  one  victory  anc'.  three  losses,  and  the  17th  and  94th  have  yet  to 
win,  the  form.er  having  lost  three- and  the  latter  fcir  games. 

All  officers  of  Seifrid.ge  Eield  are  now  indulging  in  two  periods  weekly  of 
organized  exercise,  which  includes  volley  ball,  basketba.il  and  kindred  sports. 

The  Post  Exchange  reports  a run  on  Sloan's  liniment. 

Scott  Eield,  Belleville.  111.,  Eeh.  ISth : 

The  race  for  the  basketball  championship  at  Scott  Eield  has  developed  into 
an  extremely  close  one.  At  the  start  of  the  season,  the  hinth  Airship  Co. , with 
considera.ble  veteran  material,  appeared  to  have  things  all  their  owia  way,  but  the 
rapid  developimont  of  the  other  teamis  has  tended  to  place  all  of  them  on  about  a 
par  as  the  sch..dule  is  on  its  last  round. 

With  two  more  gam.es  to  be  played,  the  15th  Squadron  team  climbed  into  a one 
game  lead  over  the  Ninth  Company  and  tho  Staff  teams,  this  result  being  due  large- 
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ly  to  the  iinexpoctod  victory  of  the  24th  Airship  Service  Coxrpairiy  team  over  the 
Airship  five  hy  a 17  to  1-,  score.  This  was  the  first  win  of  the  season  for  the 
Service  Company,  and  they  will  receive  considerably  more  respect  in  the  two 
remaining  games.  The  Staff  team,  which  was  the  jinx  of  the  Observation  Squadron 
Qpiintet  in  the  first  t^o  ro'unds,  finally  went,  down  to  defeat  by  a 25  to  22  score 
on  the  third  meeting.  The  Staff  team  .was.  badly  handicapped  by  having  their  star 
player  on  fnrlou.gh  for  the  past  three  weeks  and  losing  the  services  of  another 
regular  in  the  middle  of  th.e  season  because  of  a broken  arm. 

The  standing  at  present,  with  each  team  having  played  seven  games,  shows 
the  15th  in  the  lead  with  five  wins,  the  9th  and  Staff  with  four  each  and  the 
24th  with  but  one. 

After  over  55  years  of  se.rvice,  hr.  Samuel  B.  Aler,  foreman,  of  the  machine 
shops  at  Scott  Field,  v/as  retired  on  Jan.  31st.  Mr.  Aler  came  to  Scott  Field  in 
1922,  after  having  served  as  a machinist  .in  the  Navy  Deportment  for  over  27 
years.  During  his  over  ei^it  years  of  service  e.s  the  head  of  the  machine  shops, 
he  has  participated  in  many  of  the  nevr  developments  in  connection  with  the  conr- 
st ruction  of  airships. 

On  the-  final  day  of  his' service,  Mr.  Aler  received  letters  of  commendation 
and  congratulation  from  Bri-g.-Gen,  Henry  G.  Pratt,  Cnief  of  the  Materiel  Division 
of  the  Air  Corps,  and  from’ Lt . -Col John  A.  Paegelow,  who  has  been  in  command  of 
Scott  Field  during  the  entire- time  Mr.  Aler  was  employed  there. 

Third  Attack  Group,  Ft. Crockett,  Texas,  Feb.  15th; 

Maj.  John  G.  Tyndall,  Inspector  General ' s Dent . , Ft.  Scam  Houston,  arrived 
at  Ft. Crockett  on  Feb..  10th  to  conduct  an  annual  insoection  of  the  Post.  Troops 
v:ere  inspected  on  their  resp.e,ctive  parades  paid' later  in  their  barracks,  with  full 
field  equipment  exhibited  on  their  hurhs.  Although  Maj.  Tyndall  was  very  thor- 
ough in  his  inspec'cion,  few  faults  were  found. 

The  Flyer  Basketball  tGf.m  ’went  to  Brooks  Field'  during  the  first  half  of  the 
month  to  moot  the  Cadets  in  a return  game.  The  first  contest  was  won  by  the  Fly- 
ers at  Ft. Crockett,  33  to  28.  The  Cadets,  out  for  revenge  in  the  second  game, 
evened  tne  score  by  winning,  31  to  25. 

The  Post  team  ended  the  season  in  the  city  league  in  second  place.  This 
entitles  them  to  play  the  Santa  Fe  quint,  who  are  leading,  to  decide  who,  will 
bo  city  league  champs. 

Although  the  9Gth  loopsters  have  a mathematical  chance  to  beat  the  13th 
quint  in  two  straight  games  for  the  Post  Lea.gue  title  if  is  doubtful  if  such  will 
be  the  case.  The  Pair  O'  Dice  men  have  been  improving  rapidly,  but  they  are  stil; 
some  distance  from  defeating  the  Ghost  Or.tflt , who  has  yet 'to  lose  a game.  The 
8th  a.nd  60th  have  two  games  left  with  each  other.  The  Sth  has  yet  to  wdn  a game 
and  the  SOth  has  won  only  one  to  date. 

During  the  month  of  March  a track  and  field  meet  will  be  held  at  Ft, Crockett 
The  first  part  of  the  month  will  be  devoted  to  try-outs.  Medals  will  be  awarded 
the  winners  of  first  and  second  place  in  each  event , 

San  Ant cnio  Air  lenot , Duncan  Field,  Texas , Feb,  17th; 

On  J.-n.  2lGt , the  Depot  welcomed  the  arrival  of  1st  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Donald  ■ 
F.  Fritch  and  their  young  son,  Donald  J.  Lieut.  Fritch  was  formerly  on  duty  at 
Franco  Field, C.Z.  Prior  to  joining  this  station,  he  enjoyed  a leave  of  absence 
in  California.  He  was  assigned  as  Assistant  Depot  Supply  Officer  at  the  Depot, 

Jitli  Ist-  Lieut,  lied.  Schramm  in  charge,  a group  of  students  of  the  Air  Corps 
, Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  recently  paid  a visit  of  inspection  through 
' the  Engineering  Shops  of  tho  Dopot  in  connection  with  thoir  course- of  instruction 
( Out  of  to’wn  visitors  at  this  Depot  on  Feb,  6th,  attexiding  the  regular  month- 

I ly  conference  on  supply  and  engineering  matters  in  this  Control  Area,  were  Capt . 

' Walter  H.  Reid,  A.C.  Instructor  with  the  Texas  liational  Guard,  and  1st  Lieut. 

Earle  T.  Showalter,  36th  Division  Aviation,  Texas  National  Guard,  of  Houston, 

' and  1st  Lieut.  Winfield  S.  Hamlin,  of  Ft.  Sill,  Okla. 

: Lieut. -Col.  A.W.  Robins,  our  Commanding  Officer,  left  here  on  Feb.  10th  for 

I Wright  Field,  Ohio,  to  attend  a meeting  of  a Board  of  Q-fficers  in  connection  with 
I the  preparation  of  plans  for  a standard  Air  Corps  Depot. 

1st  Lieut.  Lucas  V.  Beau,  Jr.,  A.C.  Instructor  with  the  45th  Division  Avia- 
tion, visited  the  Depot  on  Feb.  6th,  ferrying  back  to  Denver  an  0-2  airplane  for 
the  Colorado  National  Guard, 
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1st  Lieut..  Donald  D.  St?xe  of  the  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field,'  Ohio,  l 

was  a visitor  Feb.  6th  to  9th,  in  the  course  of  an  extensive  cross-country  trip  ( 
being  made  by  him  to  various  Air  Corps  activities  'in  the  Middle  West,  South  and  | 
East,  for  conferences  on  Air  Corps  supplies  and  equipment  requirements. 

Capt.  Warner  B.  Gates  and  1st  Lieut.  C.E.  Thomas,  Jr.,  left  here  on  Feb. 

6th,  by  air,  for  Washington,  D.C,,  for  a conference  in  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  i 
the  Air  Corps  concerning  the  projected  new  engineering  shop  construction  at  this-. 
Depot , _ 11 

1st  Lieut.  L.S.  Webster,  of  this  Depot,  made-  a trip  to  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  Ij 
on  Feb.  9th,  ferrying  back  to  the  Depot  a PT-3  plane  from  that  station,  and  re-  I 
turning  here  on  the  14th.  || 

1st  Lieut.  T.H.  Chapman,  made  a cross-country  from  this  Depot  on  Feb.  16th, 
ferrying  a PT-3  to  Hatbox  Field,,  Muskogee,  Okla.  li 

The  following  is  the  activity  of  the  Engineering  Department  of  the  San  •An-|| 
tonio  Air  Depot  in  the  overhaul  and  repair  of  airplanes  and  engines  during  the  || 
month  of  January,  1931:-  Airplanes  overhauled  - 2 A-3A,  3 A-3B , 3 0-2H,  2 0-11, 

2 P-ID,  2 P-IF,  3 BT-1,  3 PT-3,  4 PT-3A,  Total,  24.  Airplanes  repaired:-  1 A-3B, 

1 XA-1,  1 0-2H,  1 0-2M,  1 0-11,  4 0-19B,  6 0-38,  2 P-12C,  2 BT-2,  1 X-PT-6, 
total,  20.  Engines  Overhauled:  37  Curtiss  D-12,  24  Wright  J-5,  4 Wright  J-6, 

8 Pratt  & Vdiitney,  1 Einner,  total,  . 74.  Engines  repaired:  4'Curtiss  D-12,  5 
Wright  J-5,  28  Liberty,  total,  37. 

Mitchel  Field,  L.I.,  Hew  York,  Feb,.  16th:  ■ ■ 

Aviators  Post  Do.  1 very  kindly  invited  the  officers  of  Mitchel  Field  to 
attend  the  Annual  Aviators  Ball,  given  at  the  Ritz-Carlton  Hotel  in  Dew  York  ^ 

City  on  the  night  of  Feb.  11th,  That  the  invitation  was  accepted  almost  en  masse 
was  evidenced  by  the. numerous  drooping,  eyelids  noticed  the  following  morning, 
due  to  the  lack  of  sleep.  A whole  side  room  was  set  aside  and  labelled  for  us, 
which  made  it  very  much  like  one  of  our  own  dances  would  have  been  in  the  same 
place,  with  added  attractions.  It  is. felt  that  everyone  present  thoroughly  en- 
joyed the  affair,  and  the  Mitchel  Field  officers  are,  indeed,  grateful  to  the 
Aviators  Post  of  Dew  York  City  for  a real. party  with  all  the  fixings. 

On  Feb.  1st  we  had  several  visitors  on  cross-country  flights,  Capt.  Eaker 
with  the  Hon.  Mr,  Davison  as  his  passenger,  arrived  from  Bolling  Field;  Capt, 
Gaines  came  dov;n  fromi  Buffalo  and  Lieut.  West  from  Langley  Field. 

On  Feb.  2nd,  Lieut.  F.L.  Anderson  flew  to  Washington  on  official  business; 
on  the  ^ith,  one  of  our  brothers  in  arms  from  Anacostia,  D.C.,  Lieut.  Web  of  the 
Davy,  dropped  in  to  see  us;  Lieut.  Vance  stopped  in  en  route  from.  Lengley  to  Bos- 
ton on  Feb.  6th;  Feb.  7th  was  another  big  day  for  visitors,  Ma j . Oldfield  coming 
in  from.  Langley  in  a P-12,  Lieut.  Brand  and  Capt.  Langley  from  Bolling  in  BT-2's; 
a tactical  mission  brought  ^ieut.  Hood  with  Capt.  Wise  as  his  passenger,  on  the 
11th,  from  Edgewood  Arsenal;  on  the  12th  Lieut,  Roland  Birnn  arrived  on  a cross- 
country from  Bolling  Field;  Friday  the  13th,  brought  Lieut.  Wood  from  Bolling, 
Lieut.  Hoffman  from.  Dewark  and  Lieut.  Wright  from  Bolling,  all  on  cross-country 
training. 

Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Downey,  started  on  a somewhat  delayed  honeymoon.  The 
day  after  they  married,  Lieut.  Downey  had  to  start  on  a ferry  trip  to  Chanute 
Field.  It  was  a separation  of  but  a few  days,  and  on  Feb.  7th  they  departed  on 
a trip  to  Havana,  Cuba.  . . ' 

It  was,  indeed,  gratifying  to  learn  that,  the  operation  on  Lieut.  Carlson's 
knee,  which  was  inj-'ored  in  a football  game  last  fall,  was  a complete  success; 
that  all  the  bones  have  knitted  properly  and  that  it  iS'Onlya  question  of  time 
before  exercise  will  have  his  leg  back  to  normal  again. 

Lieut .Goodrich, is  in  Walter  Reed  hoping  to  fool  the  doctors  for  a few  weeks. 
He  says  it  is  a foregone  conculsicn  that  his  heart  is  weak  and  that  it  mends  bet- 
ter in  Washington  tlian  anywhere  else.  Our  advise  is:  "Marry  t'he  girl  and  live 
cheaper  than  ever  before."  OH  YEAH!!! 

We  have  heard  that  Lieut,  Baxter  is  doing  nicely  and  that  he  will  soon  be 
back  at  Mitchel  with  us. 

After  a thoruugh  going  over,  the  medicos  were  able  to  find  nothing  wrong  with 
■^ieut,  A.'V.P.  Anderson,  and  he  is  back  with  us  once  more.  We  welcome  him  with 
open  arms , 

After  a string  of  nine  straight  victories,  the  basketball  team  lost  a hard- 
fought  game  to  the  Davy  Hospital,  The  record  of  the  team  this  year  is  nothing 
to  be  sneezed  at.  While  we  had  hoped  to  stretch  that- string  of  victories  in- 
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definitely,  tlie,  "best  of  teams  will  have  an  off  day. 

On  Jan.  30tli,  Lieut.  B,  Johnson  arrived  in  a P-6A  from  Wright  Field.'  The 
ship  is  to' he  tested  hy  the  Curtiss  Corporation  for  speed.  Various  engines  are 
to  he  put  in  the  ship  to  test  it  under  various  loads  with  different  horsepower. 
Lieut.  Johnson  returned,  to  Wright  Field  hy  rail. 

Luke  Field,  T.H.  , Jan.  2'2nd; 

1st  Lieut.  Richard  H.  Dean,  A.C.,  Squadron  Operations  Officer  o-f  the  .50th 
Observation  Squadron  and  Post  Salvage  Officer,  is  nearing  the  completion  of  his 
tour  in  the  Islands  and  is  due  to  sail  shortly  for  the  mainland.  The  Squadron 
will  miss'  Lieut.  Dean,  who,  besides  organizing  the  Operations  Department  of  our 
new  Squadron,  played  a large  part  in  the  development  of  the  athletic  teams  of 
the  Post. 

Capt.  B.T.  Burt,  who  arrived  in  this  Department  on  Jan.  2nd,  was  assigned  to 
duty  with  the  Hawaiian  Air  Depot  and  attached  to  the  4th  Observation  Squadron  for 
training. 

Air  training 'for  the  month  consisted  of  formation  flying,  night  flying. 
Aerial  Photography,  communication  flights,  cross-conutry  flights,  Aerial  gunnery 
and  Aerial  Bombing.  The  23rd  Bombardment  Squadron  is  at  the  -present  time  en- 
gaging in  combat  maneuvers  with  the  18th  Pursuit  Group. 

The  first  of  the  Sikorsky  Amphibian  airplanes  allotted  to  this  department 
arrived  in  Honolulu  on  the  Freighter  "Memphis  City",  on  Jan.  14th.  This  plane 
will  be  used  for  Inter-Island  transportation, 

72nd  Bombardment  Squadron;  The  Post  swimming  team  of  20  men  has  been  organ- 
ized with  10  of  them  from  the  72nd. 

The  Squadron  Baseball  team  is  under  way,  v/ith  Sgt . Hottenfeller  in  charge. 

The  usual  v/inning  team  will, no  doubt,  be  a result,  with  such  men  as  \7itzuk,Koons, 
Olsseski,  Wade,  Fromm,  Williarhs,  Bufdett,  Johnson,  Donley,  McGill  and  Korey,  as 
well  as  a host  of  new  comers ,' working  out  daily. 

Sgt.  Lapsley,  our  Champion  Tennis  Star  and  basketball  player,  departed  on 
the  February  Transport.  Cnjoc  loss  will  be  Mitchel  Field's  gain. 

Sgt.  Greco,  our  able  Mess  Sgt,,  is  considering  the  inauguration  of  meal  tick- 
ets to  cut  dov/n  the  flood  of  visitors.  All  the"Chow  Hounds"  know  a good  mess. 

50th  Observation  Squadron;  This  month  the  50th  Observation  Squadron  has 
been  firing  the  Observers'  Course  on  rear  guns  and,  from  the  scores  tiirned  in,  it 
looks  as  though  all  the  pilots  and  observers  vull  make' "Expert"  before  the  sea- 
son is  over.  The  firing  of  flexible  guns  at  ground  targets,  fixed  guns  and  bomb- 
ing will  be  started  in  the  near  future  at  the  Waimanalo  Range.  The  pilots  are 
still  waiting  for  their  new  ships,  which  will  aid  in  carrying  out  the  scheduled 
operations  of  the  squadron. 

4th  Observation  Squadron;  On  Jan.  2nd,  this  So_uadron  started  the  new  year 
with  Liaison  Missions  with  the  21st  and  22nd  Infantry  and  the  11th  Field  Artil- 
lery Brigades,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  technical  training  of  Air  Corps  and 
Ground  Troops  communication  personnel  in  both  visual  and  radio  communication  be- 
tween ground  and  air. 

Typical  observation  and, reconnaissance  missions  were  performed,  and  all  ob- 
servers had  the  opportunity  of  receiving  this  training.  So- far,  24  missions  of 
this  kind  were  accomplished.  All  visual  commimi cat  ion  missions  were  successful, 
and  the  majority  of  two-v'-ay  radio  missions  were  also  very  successful'. 

During  txiese  exercises  an  accident  happened  to  one  of  our  new  0-19' s.  The 
ship  piloted  by  ist  Lieut.  H.F.  Rouse,  with  2nd- Lieut . ' L AY Armagost  as  observer, 
developed  motor  trouble  and  had  to  m.ake  a forced  landing  in  Schofield  Area,  in- 
juries to  the.  ship  wore'  such  that  it  will  be  a "Patienf'  for  about  a month  in 
the  Aero  Repair  Shop.  Members  of  the  personnel  of  Schcfiold  Barracks  were  very 
much  surprised  to  see  Lieut's.  Rouse  and  Armagcst  on  fheir  feet  with  a smile  when 
they  arrived  at  the  scene  of  the  crash,  both  having  escaped  v/ithout  injury. 

Our  low  altitude  bombing  is  almost  completed,  with  very  good  records  made. 
Aerial  Gunnery  for  Observers  Just  started  and  will  be  followed  by  tow  target  gun- 
nery. All  this,  in  addition  to  cross-country  flying,  photography  and  night  fly- 
ing has  kept  our  hangar  and  flying  personnel  on  the  alert  at  all  times. 

Although  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent  from  the  72nd  Bombardment  Squadron 
names' his  squadron  as  the  "PRIDE"  of  Luke  Field  in  athletics,  and  the  4th  Squad- 
ron has  had  the  pleasure  of  winning  the  Kuntz -Moses  Trophy  for  the  second  consec- 
utive year.  It  is  true  that  the  72nd  Squadron  is  a fighting  outfit  and  our  main 
opponent,  but  despite  their  tempestuous  effort  to  wrest  from  us  th  k 


94 


carries  with  it  the  Chairpionship  of  Luke  Tield  in  general  athletJjcs., -..-thjeir  ef- 
f.vjrts  p -ejn  only  to'  create  a harder  fighting ‘spirit  among  our  athletics.  However^ 
vv's  are'  all  united  at  x'^'ssent  in  boosting  the  Post  Basketball  Team  and  Boxing 
"Squad' over  the  top,  and 'we  will  have  to  let  the  question  as  to  "WHO'S  THE  BEST 
AT  LUIiE  EIELB"  ride  until  next  year,  when  the  Cup  will  find  a permanent  and  safe 
home  in  the  Trophy  case  of  the  4th  Observation  Squadron. 

C 1 ark  E i e 1 d , Pam-panga , P . I . , Jan . 7th; 

..The  field  lighting  system  being  installed  by  the  G-eneral  Electric  Co.,  is 
the  Conventional  design  of  the  Engineering  Division  which  includes  border  lights 
obstacle  'lights,  a revolving  beacon  and  a system  of  flood  lights  for  landing, 
all' controlled  by  remote  switches  located  on  a central  switchboard  at  Hangar  #1. 

Six  pilots  of  the  Squadron  recently  participated  in  night 'maneuvers  of  the 
Group ,' operating  fi  orri  ITichols  Eield  as  a base.  Missions  included  search  and 
interception  problems  in  cooperation  with  searchlight  and  sound  ranging  instru- 
ments. Pour  night  and  two  daylight  missions  were  performed. 

The  Air  Corps  walked  away  with  the  honors  in  the  Army  Open  Golf  Tournament 
played  at  Paloocan.  Lie’ut.  Ered  C.  Nelson  won  the  Cup  while  Lieut.  Thomas  Wh 
Blackburn  won  a Club  as  runner  up,  ‘ 

At  the  annual  Department  Track  and  Eield  Meet  at  Et. McKinley,  the  Third 
Pursuit  Squadron  was  represented  by  Pvts.  Blood,  Jones  and  Simmons.  Pvt.  Blood 
miade  a very ' creditable  showing  for  the  Air  Corps  by  taking  second  place  in  the 
Pentathlon  and  Decathlon  and  by  being  chosen  the  best  all-aro'und  American  athlete 
in  the  Department . 

Ecr  these  throe  events  Pvt,  Blood  was  awarded  three  medals,  two  Elgin  watch- 
es and  one  Illinois  watch,  Pvts.  Jones  and  Simmnns  entered  the  one-mile  relay 
race  and  finished  ord  and  4th,  respectively.  Pvt,  Jones  also  entered  the  five- 
mile  race,  came  in  second  and  was  awarded  a watch.  The  results  of  the  Meet  are 
as  follows;  59th  CA.C,  first  place;  Air  Corps,  (represented  by  Nichols  Eield  and 
Clark  Eield)  second  place;  .Post  of  Manila,  third  place,  and  60th  CAC , fourth 
place. 

Hard  times,  unera'xoloyment  and  the  general  "business  recession",  v/as  in  no 
degree  reflected  by  the  Squadron  festivities  on  Christmas  Day.  The  menu  includ- 
ed ho  less  than  forty-nine  comestible  articles  of  provender  as  enumerated  here 
belowi  viz,;  Oyster  stew,  browned  crackers,  stuffed  olives,  m.ixed  sweet  pickles, 
ripe  olives,  chow  chow,  dill  pickles,  chili  sauce,  stuffed  roast  turkey,  baked 
fresh  hams,  cream  pimento  cheese,  sliced  swiss  cheese,  giblet  gravy,  oyster  dress- 
ing, cranberry  moulds,  apple  sauce,  buttered  white  potatoes,  mashed  winter  squash 
creamed  asparagus  on  toast,  creamed  sweet  peas,  sliced  tomatoes,  white  celery, 
dressed  cucumbers,  fresh  beets,  lettuce,  red  radishes,  green  onions,  golden  layer- 
cake,  coconut  pie,  mince  'pie,  jelly  roll,  pineapple  ice  cream,  canned  peaches, 
fresh  oranges,  fresh  apples,  table  raisins,  lactan  bananas,  mixed  Christmas 
candies,  v/alnuts,  hazel  nuts,  almonds,  butter  nuts,  pecans,  hot  rolls,  butter, 
coffee,  lemonade,  cigars  and  cigarettes. 

Immediately  preceding  dinner.  General  Bolles  made  a short  address  in  which 
he  commended  the  officers  and  men  upon  the  discipline  and  morale  of  the  Command, 
and  especially  rrpon  the  physical  improvements  made  on  Clark  Eield  during  the  past 
six  months. 

Eairfield,  Ohio,  Air  Depot,  Eeb.  14th; 

The  entire  Pursuit  Group  from  Selfridge  Eield  arrived  aboiit  8:40  P.M.  on 
Eeb.  12th  in  a night  flight,  in  six  three  short  formations  of  P-l's.  The  offi- 
cers making  the  flight  were  Maj.  Brower;  Capt . Hoyt;  Lieut s,  Moore,  Sterling, 
Ryan,  Theisen,  Wolf,  Hickson,  Warburton,  Burns,  Slaght , Reid,  Van  Auken,  Heiman, 
Merrill,  Morgan,  Norman  and  Estes, 

Maj.  James  H.  Doolittle  arrived  here  in  a Vega  airplane  from  Washington  on 
Eeb.  5th  and  departed  the  next  day.  During  his  visit  he  renewed  many  acquaint- 
ances, ' ' 

Anong  those  visiting  the  Post  during  the  past  week,  the  following  are  noted: 
Lieut.  Rundquist  departed  for  Kelly  Eield,  via  Scott  Eield,  Eeb.  Sid;  Maj.  Royce, 
with  Shaffe,  passenger,  fromi  Scott  Eield  in  an  0-25,  Eeb.  3rd,  departing  on  the 
4th;  Lieuts.  Yoder  and  Griffith  from  Selfridge  Eield  in  P-l's  for  major  overhaul 
at  the  Depot  on  Eeb.  9th;  Lieut.  Barnett  from  Marshall  Eield,  Et . Riley, Kans. 

Eeb.  10th  in  an  0-25  airplane  for  major  overhaul;  Capt. Hayes,  Lieuts.  Holcomb  and 
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Puiger  from  California,  'Feh,  11th,  in  0-19C  airplane  en  route  to  Scott  Field; 
Lieut.  Thomas  from  Bolling  Field,  Feh.  12th,  in  an  02-J  airplane  en  route  to 
Duncan  Field,  San  Antonio, Texas.  ; . 

Lieut.  John  A.  Austin,  Asst. Depot  Supply  Officer,  ferried  an- 0-19  plane  on 
Feh.  3rd  to  Pope  Field,  Ft .Bragg, , H. C. ; delivered  an  02-H  plane  from  Pope  Field 
to  Candler  Field,  Atlanta, Ga.  , and  returned  here  hy  I'ail  Feh.  6th. 

Cept.  hugh  A.  Bivins.,  Lieuts.  Frederick  M.  , Hopkins , Jr . , and  George  V.  Mc- 
Pike  ferried  three  PT  planes  from  this  station  to  Richards  Field,  Kansas- City , 

Mo . , on  Foh . 10th.  , • , . . 

Capt.  Edward  McLaughlin,  Sr.gineering  Officer,  and  Lieut.  George  V.  McPike 
Depot  ^pply  Officer,  are  meeting  on  a heard  of  officers  at  Wright  Field  for  the 
purpose  of  adopting  a general  arrangement  for  an. ideal  Air  Depot. 

Fort  Crockett,  Ga Ives ton , Texas , Feh . Ist ; 

The  13th  Squadron  hasketeers  are  a hundred  to  one  shot  to  win  the  Post  cage 
title.  This  isn’t  keeping  the  other  three  teams  in  the  league  from  trying  to 
overcome  the  Gliost  hoys  in  at  least  one  game.  The  90th  Squadron,  in  a sudden 
hurst,  overcame  the  60th  five  and  placed  themselves  in  second  place. 

The  Post  team  is  runner-up  in  the  City  League  in  which  it  is  entered.  Their 
next  gam.e  is.  scheduled  with  the  Santa  Fe  qiui.ntet  who  have  not  been  defeated  in 
such  a long  time  that  records,  have  to  he  restored  to  in  order  to  determine’  just 
who  did  heat  them.  In  their  first  game  the  Flyers  came  within  three  points  of 
winning. 

Official  announcement  was  made  to  the  effect  that  there  will  he  a Post  team 
entered  in  the  local  City  Basehall  League.  , Local  sports  writers  predict  a suc- 
cessful year  for  the  Flyer  teamc  The  biggest  obstacle  is  the  great  dearth  of 
pitchers,  and  a hall  team  without  a hi'rler  is  Dawes  without  a pipe  or  a flapper 
without  carfare,  or  the  9Cth  Squadron  without, a dog. 

Capt.  iiotha  A.  Smith,  Commanding  Officer  of , the  8th  Attack  Squadron,  is  the 
only  divot  digger  from  Galveston  entered  in  the  tenth  Annual  Texas  open'  tourna- 
ment being  hold  in  San  Antonio, 

Lieiit.  Walter  C.  Kent,  13th  Attack  Squadron,  gave  his  horther  pilots  as  well 
as  several  onlookers  an  anxious  time  cn  Friday,  J-an.  23rd,.  when  he  landed  his 
A-3B  on  the  3rd  Attach  Group  Fl.ying  field  minus  one  G-1  landing  gear. 

The  9Cth  Squa^-ron  had  another  hit  of  luck  on  Jan.  29th, when  Lieut.  Maurice 
M.  Beach  with  Pvt.  Leo  Maupin  as  passenger  had  the  motor  on  their  D-H  conk  out 
cn  them,  Tney  made  a forced  landing  pkout  8 miles  dor/n  the  beach.  The  ship  was 
a washout,  hut  the  two  men  escaped  with  notliing  v;crse  than  a shal:ing  up.  These 
two  planes  are  the  .first  90th  ships  tc  he  cracjied  up  seriously  in  over  a year. 

Brooks  Field,  San  Anbonio,  Texas,  Feh.  5th; 

Instigated  hy  the  53th  Service  Squadron,  an  examination  ’,7as  made  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  of  men  in  each  squadron  possessing  more  than  three  years’  service 
with  the  following  quite  interesting  result:  The  58th  Service  Squadron  possesses 
i 85  men  with  more  than  3 years'  service,  their  aggregate  years  amonnting  to  775; 

I 51st  School  Squadron,  78  men,  aggregating  service  of  605  years;  52nd  School 
I Squedron,  131  men,  aggregating  service  792  years;  ^O.th  Photo  Section,  11  men, 
aggregating  service  85  years;  62nd  Service  Squadron,  113  men,  aggregate  service, 
916  years,  46th  School  Squaaron,  76  men,  aggregate  service  605  years;  11th  School 
^ Group  headquarters,  98  men,  agf^regate  service,  569  years.  Total,  4,347  yeaus. 

Mrs.  Cornelia  Clagett , mother  of  Colonel  Clagett,  Comrrianding- Officer , is  being 
j welcomed  home  from  a stay  of  several  weeks  at  the  hospital  as  a result  of  pneu- 
I monia. 

I Lt.-Col.  HrB,  Clagett,  Coiimanding  Officer  of  Brooks  Field,  resumed  command 

i on  Feh.  9th,  following  a week's  illness. 

j Lieut.  C.P.  Cabell  was  granted  five  days'  leave  of  absence  on  Feh.  8th, 

I because  of  the  death  of  his  father,  Mr,  B.E.  Cabell,  in  San  Antonio,  Lieut, 
i Cabell  has  'che  sympathy  of  the  entire  personnel  of  Brooks  Field  in  his  sad 
i bereavement . 

1st  Lieut,  Lewis  A,  Dayton,  Adjutant  of  Brooks  Field,  returned  to  his  desk 
Feh.  7t'n,  following  several  days'  illness. 

Thaddeus  VJegrzynek,  of  26  Roosevelt  Avo.  , Buffalo,  H.Y. , is  the  first  civil- 
j ian  whoso  notification  of  appointment  as  Fi.ying  Cadet  in  the  Air  Corps  Primary 
1 Flying  Schoo,  Brooks  Field,  was  received  hy  the  Secretary's  office.  Flying 
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Cadets  are  '’oeing  required  to  report  at  Brooks  Field  "beti/Teen  Feb.  24th  and  Feb. 
28th,  1931,  for  purpose  of  matriculating  in  the  -March  class. 

1st  Lieut.  B.D.  FitzGerald,  senior  instructor  in  the  Department  of  Ground 
School,  Brooks  Field,  who  received  orders  transferring  him  to  Hawaii,  was  grant- 
ed twenty  days'  leave  of  absence,  preparatory  to  departure, 

2nd  Lieut.  R.L.  Easton,  Adjatant  and  Supply  Officer  of  the  53th  Service 


interest.  He  just  recently  reported  at  Brooks  Field  from  a to-ur  of  foreign 
service',  ; 

Tech,  Sgt.  Arthur  E.  Randles,  11th  School  Group  Headquarters,  accompanied  J 
by  his  wife  and  eight -year-old  dau^iter,  left  for  a tour  of  foreign  service  in  i 
Hawaii. 

It  is  now  Captain  George  W.  Polk,  Jr.,  and  the  genial  Engineering  Officer 
of  Brooks  Field  is  receiving  the  congratulations  of  his  many  friends  on  his 
promotion. 

For  the  second  consecutive  year,  the  51st  School  Squad.ron  proved  themselves  ' 
champion  basketball  players.  They  will  be  presented  the  silver  loving  cup  as 
Army  Y Champions  in  Basketball.  Other  Squadrons  of  the  Field,  despite  their 
evident  disappointment,  are  hastening  to  offer  their  congratulations.  Members 
comprising  this  Championship  Team  are:  Pvts.:  Pollock  (Captain  and  Coach),  High, 
Rosburgh,  lAirphy,  Bull,  Regal i , Beach,  McHamara  and  D.D.  Taylor.  The  51st  School 
Squadron  is  planning  a fitting  testimonial  to  these  excellent  members  of  the 
team,  who  have  adequately  demonstrated  their  individual  prowess  as  players,  and 
that  they  possess  the  requisite  unity  of  idea  that  enables  saiccessful  teamwork  j' 
in  any  field  of  endeavor,  J 

As  further  evidence  that  the  51st  School  Squad.ron  has  better  than  a merely  ■ 
good  basketball  team,  t'hey  will  represent  Brooks  Field  - with  the- addition  of  J 
two  men  of  Brooks  Field  on  detached  service  at  Randolp'h  Field  - in  an  elimination 
match  with  Kelly  Field,  to  determine  the  Corps  Area  Championship.  -Needless  to  i 
say,  all  Brooks  Field  is  rooting  strongly  for  that  excellent  51st  School  Squad-  » 

ron,  so  far  as  concerns  confident  expectation,  the  winner  of  this  important  game  ■’ 

already  is  determined,  : 

Col.  H.B.  Clagett  was  am.ong  the  guests  invited  by  the  Exchange  Cliib,  San  An- 
tonio, Texas,  to  a lancheon  tendered  Lieut,  Walter  F.  Hinton,  noted  flyer, 

Lieut.  Hinton,  however,  was  delayed  by  inclement  weather,  and  the  luncheon  in  ' 
his  honor  was  deferred. 

Cadet  Detachment ; Flying  has  now  pretty  much  settled  down  to  cross-co-’ontry 
trips  and  formation  work.  Over  twenty  upper  class  cadets  went  to  Dallas  last  i 

week  by  way  of  Abilene,  and  spent  the  night  in  Dallas.  Lieut.  Morgan  allowed  ? 

the  cadets  to  go  to  tovm,  and,  later  on,  a party  was  given  for  the  cadets  out  : 

at  the  field.  The  only  events  on  the  trip  were  Cadet  Foxworth's  crack-up  on  the  ; 
Dallas  field  and  the  fact  that  Capt . Letona  never  even  saw  Abilene  and  ended  up  ; 
in  a muddy  field  fifty  miles  north  of  Da.llas.  ■; 

Final  important  note  of  the  week  is  that  Lieut.  Knapp  announced  to  the  up-  | 

per  class  that,  in  all  probability,  cadets  will  be  sent  on  the  Array  flying  man-  ' 
euvers  this  spring.  The  trip  will  take  up  almost  a month's  time,  and  will  cover  • 
a large  part  of  the  North  and  East  of  the  United  States.  At  the  time  of  this 
writing,  cadets  still  can  scarcely  believe  it. 


4Qth  Division  Aviation,  Calif.  National  Gaard,  Feb.  6th; 


Lieut.  R.C.  Larsen  received  orders  to  proceed  on  Feb,  21st  to  the  Air  Corps  ; 
Technical  School  ab  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111,,  to  take  the  Officers'  course 
in  Aerial  Photography,  The  Squadron  is  glad  to  have  Lieut.  Larsen  get  this  as- 
signment, not  only  as  a recognition  of  past  service  well  perforrqed  but  in  order 
that  the  Squadron,  and  particularly  the  Photo  Section,  will  be  in  touch  with  the 
new  ideas  coming  from  the  Photographic  School, 


Nichols  Field.  Rizal,  P.I.,  Jan.  26th; 


2nd  Observation  Squadron:  The  first  month  of  the  New  Year  was  begun  with  a 
series  of  cross-co-untry  flights  follov;ed  by  Annual  Maneuvers  v/ith  the  Philippine 
Division.  Maneuvers  commenced  the  5th  and  ended  the  17th.  A total  of  over  100 
hours  v;as  flown  by  this  squadron  divided  between  command,  photographic,  recon- 
naissance and  liaison  mussions. 

The  aerial  gunnery  season  has  began  and  already  a number  of  hours  practice 
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have  heen  put  in. 

1st  Lieut.  U.G.  Snt , erstwnile  Squadron  Adjutant  and  Supply  Officer,  left 
for  a trip  to  China  on  the  U.S.  N.T.  "CHAUliOilT'’  on  Jan.  SSd. 

66th  Service  Squadrons  1st  Lieut.  James  S.  Stouell  v/as  on  detached  service 
at  I'tj,  McKinley  from  Jan.  12th  to  24th  for  contact  training  with  the  Infantry. 

Now  that  the  season  is  open  at  Camp  Jolin  Hay,  a large  number  of  men  of  this 
organization  are  talcing  advantage  of  detached  service  and  enjoying  tne  many 
sights  to  he  seen  in  Baguio. 

The  new  ha.rracks  have  heen  completed  and  all  men  in  the  old  west  barracks 
have  moved  in.  The  vacated  harraxks  are  being  remodeled  into  a kitchen,  mess 
hall,  supply  room,  recreation  room  and  barber  shop. 

SCOTT  HIHLI)  PIGEONS  CARRY  OEP  PRIZES 
o0o~  — 

Armj^  pigeons  from  the  Scott  Eield  loft  made  an  exceptional  showing  and  clean- 
up of  prizes  at  the  Twelfth  Annual  National  Pigeon  Show  at  Belleville,  111. , from 
Jan,  22nd  to  26th.  The  Army  birds  carried  away  the  three  biggest  a?/ards  in  the 
Racing  Homer  classes  by  winning  the  best  homer  in  the  Show,  the  best  display  of 
racing  homers  and  the  best  team  of  American  racing  homers,  in  competition  against 
the  cream  of  racing  homers  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States. 

There  were  a total  of  thirty  birds  entered  by  Sgt , Max  Bronldiorst , pigeon- 
eer  of  the  Scott  Eield  loft,  and  this  display  was  the  subject  of  many  compliments 
by  the  homer  fanciers  who  attended  the  Show.  Mr.  Fred  Philips,  Chicago,  one  of 
the  premier  homer  judges  of  the  coiuitry  and  who  judged  these  classes  at  the  Na- 
tional Show,  stated  that  the  Army  display  was  the  finest  he  had  seen  in  five 
years  and  there  were  other  pigeon  experts  who  stated  it  was  the  best  loft  entry 
they  had  ever  seen. 

The  big  individual  winner  in  the  homer  classes  was  "Col.  John  A.  Paegelow" , 

the  star  of  the  Scott  Field  loft.  In  addition  to  winning  his  class  prize,  this 

bird  carried  away  the  St.Clair  Pigeon  Club  Trophy  for  the  best  homer  in  the  Show. 
Tills  is  the  second  win  on  this  coveted  cup  for  this  bird  and  only  one  more  win 
is  needed  by  a Scott  Field  bird  to  add  this  trophy  permanently  to  its  rapidly 
growing  collection  of  pigeon  prizes,  "Col.  Paegelow"  also  was  the  vdnner  of 
three  special  awards  at  the  show  and  the  many  stickers  attached  to  his  display 
coop  made  him  the  center  of  attraction  during  the  final  tvo  days  of  the  Show. 

Only  four  major  awards  of  the  Show  were  among  the  missing  on  the  Scott  Field 
list  when  the  judging  had  been  completed  and  one  of  these  was  the  championship 
of  the  600-mile  class  in  which  no  birds  had  been  entered.  The  cup  for  the  winner 
of  this  class  was  donated  hy  Lieut, -Col.  Jorin  A.  Paegelow,  Commanding  Officer  of 
Scott  Field,  with  the  understanding  that  it  was  not  to  be  competed  for  by  the 
Army  birds.  In  the  300-raile  class,  the  prize  winning  hen  was  beaten  by  an  import- 
ed Belgian  bird  from  another  loft  for  the  host  bird  award  and  two  excellent  red- 

checker  hens  from  Ft.  Worth,  Texas,  were  given  top  honors  for  the  best  old  and 
young  hens  in  the  Show,  One  of  the  Scott  Field  entries,  a son  of  the  famous 
Tfer  Bird,  "Mocker",  took  first  honors  for  the  hsst  Chattanooga  homer.  "Mocker", 
who  created  fame  for  himself  by  returning,  severely  wounded  and  with  part  of  his 
head  shot  away,  with  an  important  message,  during  the  World  War,  is  still  alive 
at  the  Ft.  Monmouth  loft  of  the  Signal  Corps. 

Sgt.  Bronkhorst  made  an  excellent  showing  with  his  fliers  in  the  young  birds 
classes,  which  Indicates  that  the  prestige  of  the  Scott  Field  loft  may  be  even 
greater  in  the  shows  for  1932. 

Lieut.  R.O.  Akre , Langley  Field,  ?a,  , who  7/as  missing  for  a week,  was  found 
by  a large  searching  party  in  the  2nd  Bcmhardment  Group  Radio  Shack.  Upon  inves- 
tigation it  was  discovered  that  the  Group  had  just  received  10  new  type  screen 
grid  Western  Electric  Receiving  Sets.  The  investigation  on  his  absence  was 
dropped  imraediately. 
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_ Ihe  chief  purpose  o^.tliis  ■pu'biication,  is  to  distrihate  information  on  aero- 
nautics' to  the  flying  'p^Ysonnel  in  the  Ee^lar  Army,  Eeserve  Corps,  lational 
Gaardj  and  o't'hers  connecied  with  aviation^  ..  ; 

' ' i^LpIlshers  are  authorized  to  reprint  material  ap'pearing  in  this  pablication 
save,’ such. as  are  . reprinted  from  other,  pu.hlications  hy  special  permission. 

' , . ..  .060— — , . . 

: . PEACTIGAL  PEACE  TII^IE  LEADERSHIP  . ' . ' ' 

^ Major  0.  W.  Griswold,  Infantry.  ...  , 

Ed,  Note:'  Hie  Air  Corps  News  Letter  can  truthfully  say  that  it  talces 
, pleasure,  in  publishing  the  article  with  the.  above  title,  v/hlch 

•i  is  a reprint  from  the  Eebruary,  1931,  issue  of  the  Cavalry 

Journal,  .the  monthly  publication  of  the  U.S.  Cavalry  Associa- 
tion, 'Gratefr>,l  acknowledgment  is  niade  of  the  kind  courtesy  of 
the  Cavalry  Association -in  granting  permission  to . reprint  this 
. article,  . , . . .^ 

’*.practico.l  Peace-.lime.  Leadership,  *’  should  not  go  unread  by,- 
" . -anyone'  in  the  Ampy,  whether  officer,  noncommissioned  officer  or 

even  the  greenest  "rookie"  with  any  ambition  to  work  himself  up 
to  a higher  grade.  Lhe  author,  Ivfe-j-or  Oscar  W.  Griswold,  is -well 
, .known  in  the  Air  Corips.  He  is  on-duty  as  Chief  of  the  Public 
, , Relations  Bi’anch,  G-2,  War  Department  General  Staff,  and  -served  , 

’ „ with  the  Air  Corps  during  the  1930  Eield  Etcercises  at  jVfether 

Eield,  Sacramento,  Calif.,  v/hen  he.  was  on  duty  with  the  provi- 
sional Wing  Staff  a.s  Press  Relations  Officer,  a position  he  will 
. hold  again  with  the  Air  Corps-  in  the  .Staff  of  the  1st  Provisional 
. .Air  Division  during  the  coming  May,  1931,  Exercises, 

' . . , It  is  interesting  to  note,  that  Major  Griswold,  the  author,  is 

..an  Infantryma-n  on  General  Staff  dutjr;  tha.t  the  article  was  first 
. ; . 'printed  in  a Cavalry  journal,  and  is  now  aipearing  in  an  Air 

.'  Corps  publication. 


nADERSHIP  cannot  be  learned  from, a set  of  rules.  However  similar  sol- 
diers may  be  in  the  mass,  individ-aa.lly  ;each  man  has  a distinct  person- 
ality. In  battle,  in  the  face  , of  danger  and  death,  the  soldier  is 
stri'pped  of  all  superficial  e-ttributes  and  reverts  to  the  elemental 
man.  The  herd  influence  then  becomes  predominant.  He  ceases  to  -thinl'i,  and 
then  reacts,  as  a matter  of  habit,  to  the  things  learned  on  the  training 
ground. 

In  peace,  such  factors  as  education,  -previous  occuwation,  race,  antece- 
dents, and  home  trarning  make  soldiers  more  individualistic.  There  is  not 
present  that  common  danger,  as  in  v^rar,  to  bring  them  all  together.  In  peace, 
s-ppiication  of  disciplinary  measures  to  suit  the  -particular  case  may 
e efficacious  as  a deterrent.  Bat  .in  battrie  no  disciplinary  punishment,  less 
than  death  itself,  will,  affect  any  man  who  is  crazed  by. fear.  ^ 

The  lives  of  Napoleon,  Scipio , Hannibal,  Caesar,  Grant,  Lee,  Stonewall  ' 
Jackson,  and  many  other  grea.t  soldiers  abound  in  glorious  e;r-ploits  of  leader- 
ship on  the  battle  field.  Conversely,  the  student- may  also  find  in  history 
many  notable  exanroles  of  its  failure.  Unfortunately,  however , 'there  are  few 
exanijples  in  -print  concerning  the  -practical  application  of  leadershi-p  in  time 
of  peace..  Therefore,  and  since  it  is  in -peace  that  we  should  prepare  for  Cvar, 
.is  study  concerns  itself  more  with  the  peace-time  as'^ect  of  the  qiaesti-on. 

^ ^ The , loll  owing  true  cases.,  illustrating  some  examples  of  peace-time  lead- 
^Siiip,  are  stated  from  an  observation  of  some  twenty-four  years*  service, 
mey  are ^ stated,  not  in  a spirit  of  criticism  or , commendation,  bat  in  an  ef- 
or  to  illiistrate  what. are  considered'to  be  certain  f-andainental  princi'ples 
that  'underlie  the  application  of  peace-time  leadershi-p. 

Case  I..  Some  years  ago,  the  graduating  class  at  West  Point  was  given  ciipor- 
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tunity,  as  a part  of  its  instruction,  to  witness  the  usual  Saturday  inspection 
of  one  of  the  Regular  Array  detaclraients  at  that  station.  The  detachraent  command- 
er’s attitude  towards  the  men  was  one  of  extreme  severity  and  faultfinding;  any 
hunk  not  made  up  to  his  satisfaction  was  nulled  roughly  apart,  and  the  hlanlcets, 
sheets  and  equipment  were  scattered  upon  the  floor;  noncommissioned  officers, as 
well  as  privates,  were  admonished  caustically  and  sarcastically  before  the  as- 
sembled cadets;  meat  cans,  knives,  forks  and  spoons,  out  of  place  or  in  poor 
condition,  were  thrown  across  the  room;  and  several  times  the  detachment  com- 
mander lost  his  temper  and  used  profanity.  He  seemed  to  take  pleasure  in  find- 
ing something  wrong,  and  failed  to  comment  favorably  on  anything  that  was  right. 

The  impression  made  on  that  graduating  class  was  impressive  and  lasting. 

To  their  inexperienced  eyes  this  was  the  aunroved  v/a,y  to  handle  enlisted  men. 
Needless  to  say,  every  potential  officer  in  that  class  was  greatly  handicapped 
during  the  formative  years  of  his  earlier  service  by  the  experience.  It  took 
years  for  some  of  them  to  readjust  their  ideas.  This  influence  may  have  caused 
some  of  the  storm  of  post  war  protest  against  Regular  Army  methods. 

This  case  illustrates  many  serious  errors  in  the  psychology  of  troop 
leadershixD.  First  of  all,  it  is  an  almost  criminal  illustration  of  the  power 
of  example  wrongfully  applied.  Secondly,  it  violates  every  semblance  of  dignity, 
justice,  and  good  practice  in  the  handling  of  enlisted  men.  Such  treatment 
lowers  their  self-resxDe ct  and  exposes  them  to  ridicule.  It  is  unjust  and  arbit- 
rary. It  destroys  loyalty  and  res'pect  for  the  commander,  the  organization,  and 
the  entire  Service.  Finally,  the  tyrannical  imposition  of  authority  on  subor- 
dinates by  virtue  of  military  command  can  never  be  defended.  It  is  the  act  of 
a bully,  not  that  of  a leader. 

Conversely,  analysis  of  the  case  by  the  observant  officer  will  guide  him 
to  a fundamental  truth,  which  is  that  in  most  situations  commendation  is  more 
powerful  than  condemnation,  Ap'olied  to  the  case  in  point,  it  means  that  the 
detachment  commander’s  mental  attitude  was  destructive  rather  than  constructive. 

In  making  an  ins'oection,  then,  the  best  method  is  to  find  first  something 
satisfactory.  Having  once  found  it,  make  favora.ble  comment  thereon.  Then 
point  out  carefully  the  unsatisfactory  things,  emphasizing  the  idea,  at  the 
same  time,  that  only  these  latter  things  are  holding  back  the  individual  or  the 
organization  from  being  uniformly  up  to  the  approved  standard.  Instead  of  ar- 
bitrarily ordering  "do  this"  or  "do  that,"  the  initiative  of  the  subordinate 
can  be  stimulated  by  such  questions  as  "What  do  you  think  about  this?"  "Have 
you  considered  that?"  leaving  him  the  working  out  of  the  suggestion.  The  senior 
has  a direct  res'ponsibility  in  checking  ut)  on  results.  This  course  will  almost 
always  bring  home  to  the  subordinate  that  the  senior  is  a friend,  not  an  enemy; 
that  he  is  trying  to  build  up,  not  to  tear  down.  Its  strength  rests  upon  the 
fact  that  any  human  being  is  proud  to  have  or  to  do  something  above  the  average. 
He  receives  -pleasure  and  incentive  from  the  fact  that  it  is  noticed  and  -praised 
by  su'periors.  It  works  irres-pe ctive  of  -oersons,  v/hether  they  be  generals, 
colonels,  majors,  junior  officers,  noncommissioned  officers,  cooks,  or  xorivates. 
It  may  be  a-pplied  to  any  phase  of  every  day  military  life,  whether  it  be  between 
line  and  staff,  at  a drill,  an  insx^ection,  a tour  of  guard,  or  even  in  the  su- 
pervision of  a -police  detail.  The  ap-plication  of  this  x^rinci-ple  detracts  in  no 
way  from  what  military  men  call  "force."  If,  after  a fair  trial,  good  results 
are  not  obtained,  then  direct  orders  a-nd  direct  action  are  necessary.  If  these 
latter  measures  do  not  accom-olish  the  desired  end,  then  the  individual  becomes 
a proper  subject  for  x^romxDt  elimination  from  the  service. 

Case  II.  Immediately  after  the  World  War,  the  then  Commandant  of  Cadets  at 
West  Point  was  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  develox^ing  the  latent  leadership 
of  cadets  while  in  the  corps.  To  this  end,  tactical  officers  were  assigned  or- 
derly rooms  in  the  cadet  barracks.  Tney  were  thus  brought  into  direct  contact 
with  cadets.  Discix")! inary  matters  were  handled  under  x^olicies,  exactly  as  in 
the  Service.  Tactical  officers  were  enjoined  to  be  strict  but  absolutely  just, 
and  were  not  emrpowered  to  use  arbitrary  measures  of  xmmishment.  Tlie  tactical 
officer  became,  in  truth,  the  "Old  },lan"  of  his  cadet  comxDany.  His  daily  ad- 
ministration of  the  business  of  that  comxmny  served  as  a daily  object  lesson 
to  the  cadet  throughout  his  course  at  the  Academy. 

A text  book  "Military  Man  Power,"  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  L.C.  Andrews, 

U.S.A. , was  obtained  and  a course  of  instruction  was  given  by  the  Tactical  De- 
partment, Initiative  and  resx^onsibility  were  develox^ed  in  members  of  the  First 
(senior)  Class,  by  requiring  each  of  them  to  rate  every  cadet  in  his  company 
twice  each  year  in  certain  fundamental  qualities  of  character  and  appearance. 

-100-  V-6132,  A.C. 


Tliese  ratings  were  resolved  "by  a mathematical  formula  and  incorporated  into  the 
cadets*  general  standing  for  the  year. 

Beneficial  results  were  immediate.  Cadets  began  to  see  that  officers  were 
not  hereditary  enemies.  On  the  other  hand,  officers  began  to  take  more  interest 
in  their,  cadets.  Ihey  arranged  for  special  coaching  for  those  deficient  in 
studies,  and  a community  of  interest  developed  which  resulted  in  the  cadets  ask- 
ing for  and  receiving  advice  and  help  on  -p^rivate , personal  and  official  matters. 
This,  was  accomplished  without,  lowering  the  standard  of  discipline  in  the  least. 
It  is  certain  that  the  relationship  between  commander  and  commanded  is  now  much 
better  understood  at  West  Point  than  formerly. 

Tills  case  iJ-lustrates  a fundamental  knowledge  of  iiuman  nature,  and  the 
power  of  examxile.  rightly  employed. . 

■■  Case  III.  .Some  years  ago  a young  married  second  lieutenant  was'  ordered  on 
foreign  service.  On  account  of  a sick  child  who  was  unable  to  travel,  he  ap- 
plied for  and  obtained  from  The  Adjutant  General  one  month* s delay  in  sailing. 
Upon  arrival  at  his  new  station  he  was  severely  reprimanded  by  his  colonel  for 
the  delay  in  reporting.  He.  was  further  told  in  no  uncertain  terms  that  his 
future  actions  would  be  guided  strictly  by  "the  law."  The  colonel  emphasized 
the  nature  of  that  law  by  pounding  on  a coTiy  of  Army  Regulations.  The  child 
died  later  from  the  effects  of  the  trip. 

Tliough  the  colonel  later  apologised,  no  amends  tliat  he  could  ever  malce 
could  remove  that  subordinate’s  sense  of  resentment  aud  injustice,  slmred  in 
commrn  with  all, junior  officers  of  the  regiment.  The  colonel  had  lost  their 
loyalty  and  respect.  Apparently,,  however,  he  learned  nothing  from  the  incident, 
for  as  long  as  he  commanded  the  regiment  his  methods  were  those  of  a martinet. 
Officers  were  being  put  in  arrest  and  trials  of  officers  and  men  were  frequent. 
Outv/ardly,  tlie  regiment  had  every  appearance  of  being  an  excellent  organization; 
wi.thin,  loyalty, . esp\r it  de  corps,  and  morale  were  very  lov/. 

Tills  case  illustrates  lack  of  understanding  and  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the 
superior.  It  exemiplifies  also  rule  by  fear.  ^iThile  the  power  to  punish  is  a 
necessary . at tribat e of  command,  it  should  be  resorted  to  only  when  necessary. 

In  some  cases  xjonishment  should  and  must  he  given.  Too  often,  however,  the  rule 
by  fear  is  aipjplied  by  all  ranks  in  our  Service.  Enlisted  men  are  too  often 
tried  by  their  company  commanders  because  it  is  the  easiest  and  quickest  v/ay  to 
dispose  of  the  cases.  If  a case  contains  any  unjust  or  unfair  elements,  irrepa- 
rable harm  to  morale  is  certain  to  result.  Higher  commanders  sometimes  central- 
ize punisliment,  by  policy,  so  that  an  enlisted  man  is  tried  irrespective  of  the 
wishes  of  his  company  commander.  If  the  superior  is  of  the  martinet  type,  such 
a ^policy  is  harmful. 

In  any  well  disciplined  organization,  the  superior  must  uphold  the  authori- 
ty of  the  junior.  Th.e  superior,  however,  has  an  equal  duty  in  seeing  that  the 
subordinate  does  not  act  unjustlju 

Case  IV.  Incident  to  border  trouble,  a certain  infantry  regiment  was  or- 
dered to  Texas  some  fifteen  years  ago.  Prior  to  a practice  march,  a company 
commander  of  that  regiment,  just  assigned,  gave  his  company  specific  orders 
against  drinking  water  from. unauthorized  sources.  He'  explained  that  much  of 
tho  water  in  the  country  v;as  unsafe  to  drink.  As  the  com]pany  had  many  recrui'ts, 
he  made  the  necessity  for  the  order  clear.  In  the  course  of  the  long  march,  the 
com-pany  halted,  hot  and  tired,  near  a stream.  Innmediately  on  breaking  ranlrs', 
one  of  the  outstanding  sergeants  in  the  company,  a man  of  long  service,  was  seen 
drinking  from  the  brook.  In  the  -presence  of  the  assembled  company,  the  ca-ptain 
quietly  and  without  resentment  cut  av/ay  the  sergeant’s  chevrons  and  assigned  him 
to  a squad  as  a -private.  Upon  return  of  the  company  to  the  -post,  the  regimental 
commander  confirmed  i-n  orders  the  reduction  of  the  sergeant  to  the  grade  of 
iprivate. 

This  case  illustrates  a fundamental  -princip)le  of  command  - an  order  once 
given  must  be  strictly  enforced.  The  sergeant’s  Usefulness  as  a leader  was  de- 
stroyed by  his  own  action.  Since  he,  himself  did  not  obey,  how  could  he  expect 
obedience  from  others?  Had  this  offense  been  left  unpunished, , the  discfpline 
in  that  coinpany  .would  have  been  nil.  The  fact  that  the  punishment  immediately 
followed  the  delinquency,  is  an  im-portant  point  to  note.  This  case  also  illus- 
trates a very  huma-n  trait  of  soldiers,  which  is  to.' try  out  a new  commander. 

Case  V.  A new  tactical  officer  was  assigned  to  and  joined  a cadet  com-pany 
at  West  Point  on  the  da,y  that  it  completed  a week’s  ’p3:"a-ct ice  march  in  inclement, 
weather.  At  Saturday  inspection  tlie  following'  day,  many  rifles  were  found  dirty 
and  rusty.  The  tactical  officer  immediately  ordered  a s-oecial  insuection  in  one 
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hour’s  time  for  those  cadets  whose  equipment  was  not  in  satisfactory  condition. 
Some  rifles  were  again  found  to  he  unsatisfactory.  Iwo  supplementary  inspect  '.n 
tions  were  held  during  the  day  for  those  cadets  who  had  failed  to  come  up  to 
the  required  standard  of  the  previous  inspection.  The  few  who  had  unsatisfacto- 
ry rifles  or  equipment  at  the  fourth  inspection  rere  at  once  awarded  five  de- 
merits and  ten  confinements*  or  punisbuent  tours.  In  addition  thereto,  they 
were  confined  to  harra,cks  until  such  time  as  their  cadet  captains  had  passed 
their  equipment  as  satisfactory.  On  subsequent  Saturday  inspections,  appropri- 
,ate  -pUTiishment  was  invariably  awarded  without  any  second  opportunity  to  make 
good.  Heedless  to  say  that  particular  tactical  officer  had  no  further  trouble 
vdth  the  care  of  equipment. 

This  case  is  selected  as  illustrating  two  points, 

First  of  all , class  punishment  should  not  be  employed  where  individuals 
are  at  fault.  While  the  entire  company  was  generally  unsatisfactory,  there 
were  individuals  who  did  have  excellent  equipment  at  the  first  inspection.  It 
would  have  been  basically  unsound  to  hold  them  further  because  others  had  fail- 
ed to  come  up  to  the  required  standard.  The  course  adopted  put  a premium  on 
good  work,  but  was  absolutely  inflexible  as  to  poor  work. 

Secondly,  sincerity  of  -purpose  will  always  produce  results.  The  easiest 
way  to  have  handled  this  situation  would  have  been  to  punish  all  delinquencies 
at  the  first  inspection.  However,  this  would  not  have  changed  the  cond:  ion 
of  equipment  for  that  -particular  Saturday.  Moreover,  such  a course  might  have 
been  unfair  to  certain  individuals  on  account  of  the  short  time  available  to 
prepare.  The  tactical  officer  wished  to  stress  cleanliness  of  equi-pment  rather 
than  punishment.  The  series  of  inspections  took  all  day,  and  sacrificed  the 
leisure  of  all  concerned.  It  im-pressed  the  fact  that  the  equipment  must  be 
in  a satisfactory  condition.  It  gave  the  necessary  time  and  opiportunity,  and 
only  those  cadets  \iho  were  not  playing  the  game  received  -punishment  in  the  end. 

The  action  was  designed  as  an  object  lesson,  that  no  matter  how  disagree- 
able the  task,  -poor  performance  would  not  be  tolg^ated.  Tnis  principle  is  sus- 
ceptibke  of  extensive  application  in  ordinary  every  day  military  life.  It  is 
based  on  firmness  rather  than  urinecessarj^  harshness.  Certain  methods  by  one 
type  of  leader  will  not  secure  the  same  results  when  a-pplied  by  another.  The 
princi-ple  t?aerefor  is  fixed,  but  the  method  of  ap-plication  often  varies. 

Case  VI.  A general  officer  was  once  visiting  a large  post.  Part  of  the  ' 

troo'ps  were  out  in  a model  camp  erected  to  help  with  the  instruction  of  * 

students.  Accora-panied  by  the  post  commander,  the  colonel  of  the  regiment,  and 
other  officers,  the  general  made  an  inspection  of  the  camp.  The  party  came 
finally  to  the  camp  latrine,  in  the  construction  of  vdiich  a certain  corporal 
had  displayed  great  interest,  energy,  and  initiative.  The  Comporal  was  -present 
at  the  ins-pection,  full  of  -pride  in  the  consciousness  of  work  well  done.  The 
general  turned  to  the  -post  commander  and  complimented  him  highly  on  the  instal-  | 

lations,  saying  that  it  was  the  best  field  tonstruction  that  he  had  ever  seen.  i 

The  dorporal  who  had  done  the  work,  sto'd  by  unnoticed  by  the  general  as  the  j 

loarty  passed  on,  but  the  wise  -post  commander  himself  complimented  the  cor-poral 
as  he  left. 

Passing  later  to  the  picket  line,  everything  was  found  in  excellent  condi-  « 
tion.  Somewhat  -perfunctory  conraients  were  made  by  the  general  until  he  s-pied  a L 
man  nearby  grooming  a horse.  He  sto-pped  and  gave  a long  dissertation  in  the 
hearing  of  the  men  on  the  general  unsatisfactory  methods  of  grooming  animals, 
not  o'nly  in  all  branches  of  our  Service,  but  in  that  organization  in  particular,  i 
and  called  attention  to  that  man  as  an  example.  The  man  was  so  humiliated  by 
the  gibes  of  the  other  men,  and  by  the  fact  that  he  had  brought  adverse  criti- 
cism on  the  com-pany  that  he  later  attera-pted  to  desert  the  Service. 

This  case  should  hold  some  valuable  lessons  for  the  observant  officer. 

First,  men  always  respond  to  interest  in  themselves  and  their  --rork.  It  would 
have  cost  the  general  nothing  to  have  asked  the  corporal  a fev/  questions  about 
himself,  and  to  add  a quiet  word  of  commendation. 

Another  striking  point  is  the  readiness  of  the  -post  commander  to  give  due 
credit  to  the  man  actually  res-ponsible.  Selfishness  is  a rock  upon  which  so 
many  promising  military  careers  are  wredced. 

Humiliation  of  a junior  can  never  be  condoned.  It  is  probable  that  the  in-  . 
cident  about  grooming  the  horse  passed  from  the  general’s  mind  within  the  fol-  i ■ 
lowing  five  minutes.  He  simply^‘took  that  means  to  drive  home  a lesson.  Yet  he 
unwittingly  humiliated  one  man  who  probably  will  never  forgive  or  forget,  and 
lowered  the  morale  of  an  entire  organization, 

; _ -102-  V-6132,  A.O.  . 

^Required  to  remain  in  their  rooms  during  leisure  time  on  ten  Wednesdays, 
Saturdays  and  Sundays. 


To  stuirnarize,  two  authorities  analyze  and  evaluate  alike  the  inherent 
qualities  which  they  consider  essential  to  leadership.  Too  often,  discussion 
on  these  points  obscure  the  essence  of  what  leadej’ship  should  accomplish.  The 
purpose  of  .leadership  .is*  to-  ‘secure- the  * tfeole-hdaft  physical  and  moral  cooper- 
ation,., .ihen.- such  cjooperation  IS  spontaneous  and  free,  and  not.. un, til  then,  has 
true'  leadership  been  established* 

Without  attem-pting  to  state  specif idally  all  the  principles  of  leadership, 
it  may  be  said  that  they  are  the  basis  for  a.ll  tha-t  a.,  commander  does  to  secure 
for  himself  the  sincere 'loyal,'  and  voluntary  cooperation. 

In  the  analysis  of  cases  lies  the  key  to  the  practical  application  of 
troop  psychology,  ihiy  officer  of  experience  can  state  rnapy  examples,  both  good 
and  .bad.,  rfrom-.:  his  .own.  observation,  ©le  inexperienced  officer,  however,  can.  : 
only. observe  and  benefit from' the*  methods  of  others.  , , , 

-Granted^  that  instruction  in  troop -psychology  is.  necessary,  the  next  con- 
sideration, is  to  determine  the  best  method  of  laying  foundation.  The  appli ea- 
tery method,  supplemented 'by  ...study  and  lectures is  preferable  to  all  others. 

i ...  ^ ^ ■ 

. IvIEMOSIAL  TO  AM.MiICAh  AI.RilAI^  STAETJilD  BY  JAPANESE  'SCHOOL  BOY  ■, 

' The  late,  Lieut.;.  WiHiaiTi  W.-  Caldwell,  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron- -of 
Rockwell  Field,  will  have  a- permanent  memorial  erected  to  his  memory  through 
the  hero,  vror  ship  of- a.  Japanese  school  boy.  ■ 

Lieut.  Cald-p/ell  yras.  killed- last  October  while  piloting  a pursuit  plane 
and  accompanying  Lieut.  Irvin  A.  VJ'oodring  in  the  transportation  of  .the  Japanese 
ratification  of  the- London  Laval  Treaty  from  Vancouver,  B.C.,  to  Hew  York  City. 

Little  Shigeyoshi.-Fulrushiraa,  a pupil  in  the  public  schools  in  the  -laiid  of 
Cherry  Blossoms , ..came  tQ  school  with  70  sen  - S5  cents  - clutched,  in  his  hand. 
Giving  it  tpHiis  teacher,,  he  insisted' that  it  go  -toward  ;a  memorial  for  Lieut. 
Caldwell.  The  contribution  was  sent  to- -the'  Japanese  Aiubassador  in  Washingto.n,' 
who  in  turn  delivered  the  35. cents  to  the  Ainerican,  Secretary  o.f  State,  A .con- 
ference was  -held,  with  the  Secretaz’y  of  War,- and  it  .was  then  announced,  that , a-.  , 
bronze  vnreath  would  be  purchased  with  the  35  cents  and  an^.^  other  contributions 
which. may.. b^  seni:-.--ln.  • : . ■ ' '' 

The  wreath- v/ill  be  placed.on  Lieut.  Cal'dv/ell ’s  grave  at  the  Presidio  of 
San.' Francisco  with- appro'priate  ceremonies,  and" thus'  the  vision  of  little 
Shigeyo.phi  will  be  ' realized. 

• . , — oOo-' — ■ 

PimSUITERS  SEARCH 'FOE  A LOST  FISHERJ.'lAH -O'H  FROZSH  I4HE 

A report  was  just  re  qe.ived.  from  Self  ridge  Field  Of  a search,  conducted  by 
two'  pilo't.'s  of  the  94th  Pursuit  ■ S-qu-adron-  for  a -f iSheiTCan'  who'  mysteriously  vanish- 
ed and  ha.s.  not  .since- been, -.heard  from.*:  The  C'bmir.ajid'e'r  of  the  94th,,  Lieut.  Harry 
A.  Johnson,-  and  Lieut.  Edward  H. , -Underhill-  landed  their  P-l’s  on  the  ice  of  . 

Lake  St,.  Clair  and  changed  their  landing  gears  from  v/heels  to  skiis  in  prepara- 
tion for  a.  trip,  up  into  the- northern' part  of 'Lake  Michigan.  "Their  mission  v/as  to 
to  search  for  the  fisherman  who  became  lost  two'  days  previously,  on  a broken  ice- 
flow.  The  fisherman,  George  Kru.skie  by  name-,  had  been  fishing  through  the  ice 
for  several  days.,.-  Apparently  he  became  .so  'ehgro'ssed  in'  his  work  that  he  did  . 
not  notice  that-,  the  ice  was- bresiklng  up.  -The,- ■ blizzard' whic'h  was  raging,  at  the, 
time  blew  the  ice  flow  far  ^rom  shore  and  beyond  the  aid  of  fellow  fishem,e.n. 

The  aid  of  Selfridge  pilots  v;as--solicited,  and  Lieuts.  Johnson  and 
Underhill  accepted  the  job.  They  landed  at  Petoskey,.  Michigan , where  they  ob- 
tained some  packages  of  --fpo:d*..  andVtlien  s'tar'ted  bn  the  long  search  over  the  ice, 
and  the  open  water  of  lake  Michigan.  Their  search  carried  them  far,  up  into  the 
region  of  thej-Str-aits  of  Lla.okinac  and.  among  the'  scatt'er'ed  islands  there.  The-  , 
only  'clue,  found  wa-s  a broken  window- in  the^'Tighthouse.  at  Whit©:  House  Shoals, 
which  migh-t..  have  indicated  .that- some  .person- had- broken  the  window  in  an„e.-ffort  , 
to  entel  the  li^i-thouse.  .The,  ice' in- the- reg-i'bn' of  the  ji^t  was  too  rough  for 
the  planes  to.,  land,  but  the  pilots  reported. -'the ' news  to  Cross- Village,  and  from 
there. a rescue  party,  T;as  sent  out  with  dog'  teams,.-  ' 

Thb  Saif  ridge  flyers,  searched  for ' two  daysj  bu-b  no‘  further  information  was 
obtained,  and  they  r re  turned,  to  Self  ridge  Field,  iife-w  days  later  word  --was ; re- 
ceived from  ,th^  party  that;  had  started  -bn  with  the  dbg  teams  -that,  .Eiuskie  liad 
not  bebn  found  at  the  lighthouse  and  that  further-attempts  at  rescue  seemed 
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futile, 


Often  the  pilots  at  Selfridge  Field  are  called,  upon  to  lend  their  aid  in 
searching  for  people  who  become  lost  on  the  lakes,  and  never  have  the  pilots 
failed  to  respond. 

-^-.^oOo-*—  , 

COMECTICUT  mTIOML  GU4BD  AISMEiT  FLY  fO  MUlvII 

111 

1 

I 

1 

(D.O.L.)  accompanied  the  flight  as  one  of  the  pilots,. 

Four  of  the  new  0-38  Douglas  Observation  planes  were  used  on  the  trip, and  i 

the  start  was  made  from  Hartford  in  clear,  bright  weather,  early  Saturday 
morning,  January  3rd.  1 

After  a brief  stop  at  Middleto\vn,  Pa*  , the  flight  departed  shortly  after 
noon  and  made  Cleveland  before  dark,  stopping  overnight  with  the  Ohio  National  ,j 
Guard  Air  Service.  Early  the  following  morning  the  Connecticut  flyers  depart- 
ed for  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  where  they  had  a very  pleasant  visit  with  Major 
Taylor  of  the  Indiana  Squadron.  They  left  Indianapolis  soon  after  noon  and 
made  Louisville,  Ky.  by  dark. 

Unsuitable  flying  weather  prevailed  throughout  that  section  of  the  country  L 
for  three  consecutive  days,  so  there  was  nothing  left  for  the  flyers  to  do  but 
rest..  On  Ihursday  morning  the  weather  cleared  sufficiently  to  enable  them  to 
hop  off  to  Murfeesboro,  Tenn.  Poor  weather  the  following  morning  delayed  the 
flight  at  Murfeesboro  until  after  lunch,  but  they  were  then  able  to  make  j 

Atlanta,  Ga, , that  evening.  Original  plans  called  for  a visit  to  Birmingham,  j 

Ala. , but  the  inclement  weather  caused  a change  in  the  plans,  and  Atlanta  was  j 
picked  because  of  the  clearing  conditions  in  that  direction*  I 

On  Saturday  morning  the  flight  left  Atlanta  for  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  stopping  i 
there  for  lunch  and  gas.  From  Jacksonville  it  was  an  easy  flight  down  the  coast 
to  Miaini,  which  place  was  reached  late  Saturday  afternoon.  The  fli^t  remained 
in  Miami  Sunday  and  Monday,  and  on  Tuesday  morning  departed  for  St .Petersburg, 

Fla.,  where  they  were  met  by  Ex-Governor  John  H.  Trumbull,  whc  was  spending  a,,  ' 
part  of  the  winter  at  that  place.  Incidental  to  the  trip,  the  fli^t  flew 
over  the  funeral  of  two  men  who  were  killed  at  the  Miami  Air  Races. 

Tuesday  morning,  bright  and  early,  the  flight  left  St.  Petersburg  and  made 
Jacksonville,  where  a stop  was  made  for  lunch  and  gas.  From  Jacksonville  the  j 
"hop”  was  made  to  C5harleston,  S.C.  , and  a stop  made  at  the  Naval  Air  Station 
at  that  city,  the  flight  being  very  cordially  received  by  the  Commanding  Officer. . 
On  the  same  day  the  flight  proceeded  to  Fort  Bragg,  Fayetteville,  N. C. , and 
remained  there  overni^t. 

Leaving  Fort , Bragg  on  Friday  morning,  January  d6th,  and  heading  for  Washing- 
ton, the  flyers  stopped  at  the  Capital  City  for  lunch  and  gas,  and  then  continued 
on  to  Hartford,  where  they  arrived  at  about  4^30  p.m. 

The  trip  was  without  incident  of  any  sort,  as  everything  but  the  weather 
functioned  with  the  greatest  precision.  The  only  accident  sustained  during  the 
entire  trip  was  the  puncturing  of  one  tail  skid  tire, 

— .-oOo 

A STRENUOUS  FLIGHT  FOR  LIEUT.  BARNETT 

Lieut.^  Lloyd  Barnett,  Air  Corps,  left  his  station,  Marshall  Field,  Fort 
Riley,  Kansas,  on  February  5th,  piloting  an  0-35A,  with  the  Fairfield,  Ohio,  Air 
Depot  3M  his  destination.  "Barnesr”  tells  an  interesting  story  about  rain  and 
fog  forcing  him  down  almost  to  the  tree  tops.  Then,  to  make  matters  worse, after 
getting  almost  to  St.  Louis,  the  rain  had  made  the  goggle  elastic  stretch  so 
that  his  goggles  blew  off,  Barney  says  he  seriously  considered  the  Missouri 
River  as  a possible  landing  place.  However,  he  turned  back  and  landed  at 
Jefferson  City,  Mo*,  to  wait  for  another  pair  of  goggles  by  mail. 

Lieut,  Barnett  invites  anyone  who  thinks,  flying  in  rain  and  fog  without 
goggles  is  a. pleasure  trip  to  try  it. 
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NK7  miBPOET  AinPLANE  EECSIVED  AT  SELPEIDGE  FIELD 

,,  : The,  long  awaited  Eord;.C-4A  Tnans^port,  egai-pped  with  three  ."Wasp”  motors, 

. ring  cowls,  wh.eel  pants  aad^'.-a  shiny  coat  of  aliimin-um  ;.paint,  arrived  at 
Selfridfe  Field,  Mich>,  on  February  11th,  and., was  assigned  to  the  57th  Service 
..  .S.ffuadron  as  the  star  member > of  its  rapidly  increasing  transport  group. 

. If  tho  Q--4A  had  listened,  to  tales- of  the.reasy  Army  life  and  ex-pected  a 
peaceFul,  la?y;  existence  with,,  short  hopSj  fair. weather,  and  plenty  of  rest, 
the  awalsening  must  have  been.  rude.  It  'was  made  to  re.alize  almost  immediately 
-that  it  would  have  to  Ice  Op  pace  with  the  hi^. pressure  schedule  of  the  rest  of 
..the  .57th  Service  Squadron.  : . ; v . . 

In  its  first"  week  at  Selfridge  Field,  the.- Transport  was  in  the  air  19 
. ho-urs  and  20  minutes,  and  was  subjected  to ■ every , type  of  flying  available  to  a 
Transport.-  Its -most  notable  flight  was  a night  trip  to  Washington,  D.C.,  pilot- 
ed by  1st  Lieut.  John  S.  Griffith,  as  an  escort  to  the  17th  pursuit  Squadron-.  ■ 
...On  -the.  return  trip,  Lieut-.  Griffith  enco'untered  rain  and  fog  and  made  a night 
forced. landing  at  Vickery,  Ohio. 

The  C~4A  has-  taken  it  all  like  a:true  soldier  and  lias  shown  temperament  on 
only  one  occasion,  a cold  Saturday  morning  when  it  firmly  refused  to  start. 
Coaxing,  threats,  kindness  and.  violence  all  failed  to  move  it.  It  doubtless 
knew, that  the  Post  -Commander  and  Post  Adjutant  were  waiting  to  fly  it  to 
Payton,  and  picked- that  auspicious  time  to  embarrass  the  Engineer  Officer^ 
thus  demonstrating  that  there  ,is  a limit  to  any  airplane *s  good  nature* 

oOo — - — 

■:  MICHIGAN  LEGISLATORS  MJOY  AIPPIAITE  FLK^HT  . , 


Members  of  Michigan  State  Legislature  enjoyed  a flight  over  the  air  fields 
of  southern  Michigan,  February  24th.  In  all,  65  members  of  this  law-making 
body  were  carried.  ..-Airplanes  were  secured  from  practically  all  of  the  aircraft 
companies  operating; in  and  about  Detroit,  individuals  and  from  Self ridge  Field., 
The  Transport  C-9,  piloted  by^ Captain  Ott,  departed  for  the  State  Capital  at 
7:00  a.m, February  24th,  and  e.sserabled  with  about  ten  Transport  airplanes  at 
Lansing,  Michigan,  shortly  after  eight  clock.  The  itinerary  of  the  air  tour 
was  as  follows:  Lansing  to  Pontiac,  circle  Selfridge  Field,  to  Detroit  Airport, 
...to  -Wayne  Ceunty  Airport,  -to-  Ford  Airport,  circle.  Curtiss-Wright  Field  to 
Landing.  The  purpose,  of  this  .air  tour  was  to-  show  the  . State  Legislature  Just 
what  had:  beep  done  and  wliat  was  -being  done  to  promote  aviation  in.  Southern 
Michigan.-  , : 

The-  time  of  departure  from  each  of  the  stops  was  scheduled,  but  no 
-schedule  was  arranged  for  departure-  of  the  planes  in  order,  or  arrival.  The 
result,  therefore , -as  may  be  imagined , -was • a free-for-all  race,  and  the  pilots 
^d  to  keep  their  eyes  open,  for  as  the  tour  progressed  it. grew  in  numbers. 

The  old  . C-9,-  perhaps  the,  slowest  ship , of  those  participating,  but  hitting  on 
all  27  cylinders;  and  re'wing.  1900, -ma.naged  to  hold  its  omi,. 

Upon  arrival  at  the  ’"aA-’Tie  Co'unty  Airmort , a delightful  luncheon  was  served 
by  the  Wome-n’s  Aerone.utical  As,socis.tion  of  Detroit,  and  Judging  from  the 
assault  on  the.  table  it  v/as  greatly  .enjoyed  by  all  iDresent.  Upon  arrival  at 
the  Ford  Plane,  Mir.  Mayo,  Chief  .Eiigineerfor,  the  For,d  Com-oany,  personally  con- 
ducted the  tour  for  an  ins-pec.tion  of  the  Ford  Plant.  All  airplanes  cleared  the 
...  Ford  Airport  , at  4;.Q0  p,m.  , and  arrived- at  Lansing  one  hour  later.  At  Lansing, 
after  posing  for -numerous  photographs  and  accepting  cards  from  their  various 
passengers^  the . Self  ridge  Field,  milots  departed  and  returned  to  Selfridge  Field 
at,  .5:00  p.m, , after  flying  a total  of , seven  hours  for  .the  day.  ' ^ . 

Only .one.  accident .marred  this  air  tour.  This' occurred  when  Representative 
Brady,  of  Detroit,  walked  into  the  propeller  of  Fisher?  s (President  of  the 
Fisher  Bodies)  three-engined  .Foldcer.  Fortunately,  Iitr..  Brady  was  . not  seriously 
injured,  suffering  only' a slight  abrasion  of  the  scalp. 

The  old  C-9,  carrying  parachutes  for  all  passengers,  and  with  her  rudder 
cf  stars  and  stripes,  was  a much  sought-after  vehicle,  although  she  suffered  in 
appearance  when  compared  with  the  beauty  of  the  -other  ships  present. 

— oOo 


for  Kelly  Field,  was  a-.roointed  Su-oPly  Officer 

Field  in  adaition  to  his.  other  duties,  - '‘He  will  be"  in  charge  of 
technic.e.1  buildings  with  machinery  and  other  eqai-praent  in 
Fields  ^ removal  ,pf  the  two  flying,  schools  from  March  and  Brooks 
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OHOOSIUG  A TARGET  PISTOL  All  prospective  purchasers  of  target  i 

'By  Lieut.  J.L.  Hitchings,  A.  0.  pistols  in  the  Army  may  he  divided  into  ' 

. three  classes:  those  interested  in  target 
(The  third  article  of  this  series)  shooting  for  its  own  salce;  those  inter- 
ested in  target  shooting  with  the  second- 
ary purpose  of  perfecting  themselves  with  the  service  automatic,  and  those  in- 
terested in  target  shooting  with  the  secondary  purpose  of  hunting. 

Memhers  of  the  second  and  third  classes  usually  merge  into  the  first  after 
they  have  won  their  first  medals.  It  is  said  truly,  "Once  a target  shot,  always 
a target  shot,"  Ro  matter  how  interested  a man  may  become  in  shooting  the  ser- 
vice automatic  (which  is  not'  essentially  a target  weapon),  and  no  matter  how 
ardent  a nimrod  he  may  become,  he  will  never  find  in  either  of  these  occupations 
a complete  substitute  for  the  pleasant  excitement  of  competitive  target  work  with 
true  target  amis.  ' I 

Furthermore,  target  shooting  is  to  all  other  forms  of  shooting' what  a uni- 
versity  is  to  a business  college.  In  the  university  of  target  shooting,  one 
learns  so  thorou^ly  the  basic  principles  that  he  can  pick  up  any  hand  weapon 
and  do  creditably  with  it.  For  this  reason  all  pistol  shooters  are  advised  to 
buy  and  learn  to  use  at  least  one  good  target  gun. 

The  basic  weapon  of  the  pistol  target  shooter  is  the  .22  single  shot.  It 
is  to  the  pistol  what  the  foil  is  to  the  sword.  And  thus  all  those  interested 
in  working  with  handguns  are  strongly  advised  to  buy  and  learn  to  use  a .22 
single  shot  target  pistol. 

In  conmon  with  all  others  who  pursue  a hobby,  I have  decided  views  on  which 
make  and  model  pistol  is  the  best  for  the  purpose.  Naturally,  I have  a 
"favorite"  and  a "second-best,"  Some  makes  I would  not  recommend  on  any  condi- 
tion; others,  while  not  among  the  best,  have  their  low  price  to  recommend  them 
to  those  who  must  consider  this  factor. 

Of  course,  my  personal  views  concerning  relative  merits  of  makes  of  pistols 
cannot  be  aired  in  the  columns  of  the  Air  Corps  News  Letter,  but  I am  always 
T/illing  to  discuss  the  subject  in  correspondence. 

Most  target  shooters  seeking  a secondary  weapon  for  rapid  fire  competitions 
or  for  hunting  prefer  the  revolver  to  the  automatic,  for  in  the  hands  of  a 
skilled  shooter  the  revolver  can  easily  be  made  to  deliver  five  aimed  shots, 
single  action,  in  ten  seconds;  and  its  accuracy  far  surpasses  that  of  the  auto- 
matic. The  present  favorites  are  the  Colt  Officers  Model  Target,  and  the  S.&  W. 
Military  and  Police  Target,  both  chambered  for  the  .33  S.  and  W.  special  cart- 
ridge, with  six- inch  barrels  and  Patridge  si^ts;  but  the  trend  is  toward  .22 
revolvers,  and  both  guns  are  now  manufactured  in  .22  caliber.  Both  are  excel- 
lent guns.  Men  with  large  hands  usxially  prefer  the  Colt;  those  with  small  hands,  , 
the  S.  and  W.  A member  of  the  Royal  Mounted  Northwestern  Police  told  me  that 
his  organization  preferred  the  Colt  for  fast  work  because  of  its  large  hammer. 

The  Colt  .38  calibre  can  also  be  furnished  with  a 7'^-inch  barrel,  which  is  be- 
lieved preferable  for  long  range  shooting,  that  is,  for  shooting  at  ranges  over 
50  yards.  ,1 

For  a knock-down-and-drag-out' hunting  pistol,  excellent  revolvers  are  made 
by  both  Colt  and  Smith  and  Wesson,  chambered  for  the  ,44  S.  & W,  cartridge,  A 
glance  at  a reliable  ballistic  table  will  show  you  the  advantages  of  the  three 
calibres  named.  The  Smith  and  Wesson  Company  give  Army  officers  an  excellent 
discount  when  their  arms  are  obtained  direct  from  the  factory,  Colt  guns  may  be 
most  advantageously  purchased  from  Stoeger  through  a Post  Exchange, 

The  writer  desires  to  state  that  he  has  no  financial  Interest  in- any  of  the 
absve  mentioned  firms;  but  Is  offering  the  advice  of  one  who  has  tried  almost 
every  kind  of  hand  gun,  bought  many,  and  sold  many  as  unsatisfactory 

For  a .22  single  shot  pistol,  with  which, the  novice  is  strongly  advised  to 
start  out,  the  N.R.A.  requires  a 2-|—pound  trigger  pull;  the  U.  S.  R.  A.,  a 2- 
pound  pull.  Both. require  barrels  not  over  ten  inches  long,  and  not  over  ten 
inches  distance  between  sights. 

■ — — uOo 

A very  interesting  experiment  was  recently  conducted  at  Selfridge-'  Field, 

Mich,  , with  a heating  apparatus  consisting  of  a large  plumbers'  pot  to  which  a 
length  of  stave  pipe  was  fitted.  The  apparatus  was  installed  behind  the 
radiator,  and  a -oiece  of  tanoaulin  then'draued  over  the  motor  to  shelter  the 
pot  from  the  wind. 

Eie  -pots  proved  very  effective,  maintaining  the  oil  and  water  at  such  a 
high  temperature  that  the  ships  could  be  started  and  flown  without  warming  up. 
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HEMAUZA^E  coincidence  came  to  li-ght  recently  -during  one  of  tlie  Ground 
^ Scliool  lectures  on  "Boig'bardment  Aviation,  <'.''now- in  -j)rogress  in  the  7th 
Ebmhardm^nt  Group , Rociavell  Field,  Coronado , Calif. 

|M{r..-yJxS.  ■ Pea'f son,  Jr,  a wartitoe  meaher  of  the -11  th  Aero ' Squadron,  favored  the 
soffycers  of  the-  Group  v/ith  a’  short.  talk  of  his  war  time  experiences.  I'k’. 

IPearson  told  in  detail  of  the  last  oomhing  raid  in  which  he  participated  and 
during  which  he  was  sho’t'  dov.h:. 

Cto  this  last  mission,  October  4,  1913,  Lieut.  Pearson  was  assigned  the 

task  of  closing  the  vee  of  the  formation  in  a French  Bregaet  Bomber,  The  forma- 
tion took  off  and  headed  for  enemy  territory,  climbing  steadily.  Shortly  be- 
fore reaching  its  objective,  and  at  an  altitude  of  14,000  feet  the  patrol  was 
attacked  by  thirty  Pfalz  scouts.  The  Bombers  pushed  on  to  the  completion  of 
_ their  mission,  dropped  their, bombs  and  headed  for  home. 

A ballet  from  one  of  the  Pfalz  scouts  hit  Lieut.  Pearson’s  engine  and 
severed  the  water  line.  Shortly  thereafter  his  motor  froze,  forcing  him  to 
drop  behind  his  foimation  and  talre  care  of  himself.  Almost  immediately,  four 
of  the  enemy  ships  concentrated  their  efforts  on  Lieut.  Pearson’s  Bregaet  and 
things  commenced  to  look  mighty  bad.  Private  hewby,  Lieut.  Pearson’s  gunner, 
rattled  away  with  his  guns,  doing  his  best  to  relieve  the  situation.  Saddenly 
the  gons  in  the  rear  seat  were  silent  - Private  Hewby  had  stopped  some  of  the 
Boche  ballets! 

Lieut.  Pearson  was  basily  engaged  in  directing  the  Bregaet  to  earth  when, 
without  warning,  his  flipper  controls  were  shot  away.  The  situation  at  this 
time  had  an  ominous  outlook  outlook.  A short  lull,  and  then  - the  certainty 
which  Lieut.  Pearson  knew  could  not  be  avoided  occarred  - an  enemy  ballet  found 
its -mark  in  his  left  leg.  Just  as  surely  as  he  loiew  he  would  be  shot,  he  also 
knew  he  had  nothing  more  to  fear,  that  as  far  as  he  v;as  concerned  the  enemy 
ballets. would  no  longer  find  his  body  as  a target.  His  deductions  were  accu- 
rate, for  at  this  point  a lone  Spad  came  screaming  down  in  a power  dive,  in- 
tent upon  aiding  his  sorely  pressed  comrade.  One  of  the  enemy  scouts  fell 
before  the  withering  fire  of  the  Sxcad’ s gons.  Tlie  pilot  of  the  Spad  zoomed, 
regained  his  altitude  and  again  he  roared  in  on  the  Bregaet’ s adversaries  wdth 
his  guns  chattering.  A second  Pfalz  was  oblitei-ated  from  the  -picture  under 
the  deadly  aim  of  the  S'pad  -pilot.  Without  farther  ado,  the  twc  remaining 
attackers  turned  for  home  as  fast  as  their  ships  could  talie  them. 

Relieved  of  his  enemies,  Lieut.  Pearson  managed  to  set  his  Bregaet  down 
in  a small  clearing  in  the  Argorne  forest.  Both  Pearson  and  ITewby  were  given 
immediate  medical  aid,  and  are  alive  today  to  tell  the  story.  Lieut.  Pearson 
has  never  flown  since  the  war  and  does  not  contemplate  doing  so  in  the  future. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  talk,  Mr.  Pearson  was  engaged  in  conversation 
with  Ca-ptain  F.  O’D.  Ranter,  wartime  "Ace"  and  ^present  commander  of  the  95th 
Pursuit  Squadron,  Rockwell  Field.  Captain  Hunter  had  missed  Mr.  Pearson’s 
talk  and  v/as  so  much  interested  in  it  tliat  Mr.  Pearson  obliged  by  repeating 
it.  Mr,  Pearson  had  just  arrived  at  the  point  where  he  had  been  hit,  when 
Captain  Hunter  asked  the  date  of  this  encounter. 

"October  4,  1918,"  Mr.  Pearson  re-plied. 

In  a quiet  voice,  Ca-ptain  Hunter  said:  "Pearson,  I was  the  nilot  of  the 
Spad  that  shot  the  two  Pfalz’s  off  your  tail!" 

The  general  orders  of  Ca-ptain  Hunter  were  -produced,  and  every  -phase  of  Mr. 
Pearson’s  story,  as  well  as  Captain  Hunter’s  episode,  was  verified.  Heedless 
to  say,  Ur.  Pearson  v/as  astounded. 

After  twelve  and  a half  years,  these  two  intre-pid  flyers  met.  Neither  one 
had  ever  learned  the  other’s  identity  or  wiiat  had  been  his  ultimate  fate  after 
that  eventful  day.  As  the  saying  goes,  after  all  it’s  a small  world  we  live 
in. 

oOo 

Field,  Mich.,  was  recently  honored  by  a visit  from  Cantains 
.aiireao  Paiadino  and  Pedro  Castex,  of  the  Argentine  Army,  who  are  touring  this 
country  in  the  interests  of  the  Argentine  Air  Service. 

v-i-p  their  visit,  a demonstration  formation  was  flovm  for  them  by  the 

Pursuit  Group.  After  the  formation,  Ca-ptain  Castex,  vho  is  an  e;qDerienced 
f ^ oxrportunity  to  fly  one  of  the  latest  type  Pursuit  ainplanes 
^ field,  the  P-12C.  After  the  fli^t , the  Cautain  expressed  himself  as 
nigniy  -pl©a.sed  with  this  speedy  little  ship. 

-107- 


V-613S,  A.C. 


RADIO  "HOMING"  EQUIPMENT 

CHE  Air  Corps  has  been  interested  for  some  time  in  direction  finding 

equipment  for  aircraft.  A number  of  different  schemes  have  been  investi- 
gated but  none  as  yet  completely  fulfilled  the  requirements  v/hich  it  is 
conceived  an  aircraft  direction  finder  should  have. 

The  simplest  system  of  direction  finding  is  a coil  of  wire  on  the  wings, 
or  a "wing  loop,"  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  connected  to  a receiver,  and  work- 
ing in  conjunction  v;ith  the  steady  and  constant ■ signal  of  a transmitting  sta- 
tion on  the  ground.  The  orientation  of  the  "wing  loop,"  and  consequently  of  the 
coils,  in  the  direction  from  vdiich  the  strongest  signals  are  received,  gives 
to  the  pilot  an  indication  of  the  bearing  of  the  transmitting  station. 

Ten  sets  of  equipment  of  this  kind  have  been  procured  for  test.  Instead 
of  using  the  audible  signal  in  the  headphones  to  obtain  direction,  small 
shielded  meters  are  provided.  One  is  mounted  on  the  pilot’s  instrument  board 
while  the  other  is  included  in  a box,  which  also  contains  means  for  tuning  the 
"wing  loop"  and  the  necessary  switches  for  using  the  standard  aircraft  receiver, 
type  BC-152,  with  either  the  "wing  1oo]d"  or  the  trailing  wire  antenna.  This 
box,  which  is  mounted  near  the  radio  receiver,  also  contains  a volume  control 
and  switches,  which  make  it  possible  to  use  either  the  meters  or  phones. 

Used  with  the  BC-152  receiver,  any  station  between  200  and  1200  meters 
(1500  and  250  kilocycles)  may  be  used  as  a radio  beaoon.  Broadcast  stations  of 
considerable  power  are  scattered  all  over  the  country.  These  may  veil  be  used 
as  radio  beacons  with  this  device. 

The  system  of  direction  finding  is  not  new.  It  was  used  during  the  war 
and  has  been  used  to  a considerable  extent  by  the  Navy.  Recently,  an  enlisted 
pilot  and  an  enlisted  radio  operator  of  the  3rd  Attack  Group  made  a very  suc- 
cessful flight  from  Port  Crockett  to  Crissy  Field  and  return,  using  a system  of 
this  kind  which  they  had  constructed  themselves.  However,  the  use  of  a meter 
for  indicating  to  the  pilot  the  direction  of  the  transmitting  station  to7/ard 
which  he  desires  to  fly  is  relatively  new. 

An  improved  system  of  this  kind,  which  was  developed  under  the  direction 
of  Herbert  Hoover,  Jr.,  for  use  by  the  Western  Air  Exipress,  has  recently  been 
given  -preliminary  tests  by  the  Air  Cor-ps.  Its  further  development  will  be 
closely  followed. 

Two  other  aircraft  direction  finders  have  bee-n  under  investigation  by  the 
Air  Cor-ps,.  One  is  known  as  the  Eaton  Direction  Finder  and  the  other  is  a de- 
velopment of  one  of  the  large  commercial  com-panies  engaged  in  the  design  of 
ele  ct ri cal  e qui-pment , 

The  Eaton  Direction  Finder,  one  of  which  has  been  procured  by  the  Air 
Corps,  has  considerable  possibilities.  It  uses  a small  loop  which  rotates  in 
the  slipstream,  aild  has  a corn-pass  card,  with  a needle  which  orients  itself  so 
as  to  -point  to  the  transmitting  station.  The  bearing  of  any  radio  transmitter 
which  can  be  tuned  in  on  the  receiver  can  thus  be  quickly  determined.  Diffi- 
culty in  designing  suitable  mechanical  parts  free  from  appreciable  friction  is 
at  -present  holding  up  this  development. 

The  other  direction  finder  referred  to  above  is  still  undergoing  test.  It 
is  a conventional  radio  direction  finder,  but  due  to  excellent  receiver  design 
a very  small  loop  can  be  used  and  its  total  '.veight  and  size  make  its  installa- 
tion in  aircraft  practicable.  Its  use  in  long  range  observation  aircraft  will 
be  particularly  desirable. 

Ihe  Air  Corps  is  following  closely  every  development  of  this  kind, and 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  a satisfactory  direction  finder  will  be 
forthcoming  in  the  near  future. 
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RADIO  RECEIVERS  AT  ROCKWELL  El  ELD 

With  the  arrival- of  the  new  BCSA-167  radio  receivers  in  the  95th  Pursuit 
Squadron,  Rocirv/ell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.,  ranid  progress  has  been  made  in 
this  type  of  endeavor,  and  the  results  obtained  have  been  most  gratifying. 

To  date  the,  best  record  made  is  120  miles,  using  two-way  voice.  The  equi-pment 
used  consisted  of  one  of  the  new  type  receivers  and  a SC-133  transmitter  in- 
stalled in  a Boeing  P-12C  airqlane.  Fixed  antenna  is  used.  Major  Carl  Spatz 
was  in  constant  two-way  communication  with  the  Rocla'/ell  Field  ground  station 
until  he  was  over  Los  Angeles.  At  this  point,  interference  from  the  Los 
Angeles  broadcasting  stations  rendered  further  contact  impossible. 

Several  of  the  new  Boeing  P-12D  airplanes  are  being  installed  with  this 
new  equi'pment,  along  with  the  new  motor  shielding.  At  the  rate  this  work  is 
developing,  great  things  are  expected  in  the  near  future, 

■ — oOo- — 

RADIO  COIvUCEICATIOE  AT  SSLFRIDGS  FIELD 

Group  Communications  at  Selfridge  Field,  Mt,  Clemens,  Mich.,  has  at  last, 
begun  to  function.  The  nevir  SCR  167  Receiving  Sets  arrived  at  that  station  and 
two  were  installed  in  P-12C  airplanes.  The  results  obtained  are  very  gratify-, 
ing,  although  better  results  are  expected  as  soon  as  the  engines  are  equipped 
with  Rome  shieldings.  One-way  telephone  communication  was  carried  on  for  a 
distance  of  ten  miles  with  verj^-  good  results. 

The  ground  station  at  Selfridge  Field  is  the  SCR  134  set,  which  is  answer- 
ing; the  pdrpose  for  the  time  being.  April  30th  next  the  First  pursuit  Grou-p 
expects  to  have  20  receiving  sets  installed  in  the  P-12C  airplanes,  and  5 
SCR  135  sets  in  the  YO- 1-14  Transports. 

---oOo 

R/iTLO  EXPERT IIEITTS  BY  94TH  PURSUIT  SQUADROIT 

Due  to  the  fact  that  only  a limited  number  of  new  airplane  radio  sets, 
were  available  for  use  in  the  1st  Pursuit  Group,  Self ridge  Field,  Mich.,  the 
94th  Squadron  has  been  doing  considerable  work  with  the  old  "152"'  set.  Lieuts.' 
J.V.  Crabb  and  F.I.  Jacobs  started  the  idea,  of  getting  all  of  the /pilots  in 
the  Squadron  "onto-  the  ropes"  regarding  the  use  of  radio. 

. The  only:  ships  available  for  this  use  at  the  time  were  P-l‘s,  and  every 
Air  Corps  officer  knows  how  little  space  there  is  in  the  cockpit'  of  these 
ships  for  extra  equipment.  After  several  trials,  a s'uitable  installation  was 
obtained  - that  is,  excepting  the  antenna,  which  turned  out  to  be  quite  a 
problem.  The  matter  viUs  turned  over  to  Lieut.  Jacobs  and  Sergeant  S.T.Veness  . 
for , completioh,  and’ what  they  didiiH  do  in  the  way  of  experimentation  just 
couldn^t  be  thought  of,  that's  all.'  It  seemed  to  the  bystanders  in  the  squad- 
ron that  every  tim.e  the  ship  took  off  it  carried  a new  kind  of  antenna.  There- 
are  yet  a few  remaining  kinds  to  be  tried,  'but  Lieut.  Jacobs  admits  that  he 
has  just  about  run  out  of  ideas. 

Each  pilot  in  the  organization  is  given  an  opportunity  to  take  the  ship 
up  and  experiment  as  much  as  he  desires,  thus  giving  him  practical  experience 
in  the  operation  of  enrjplane  radios.  Of  course,  these  old  sets  are  out  of 
date  now,  "but  when  the  new  sets  are  installed  in  the  near  future,  pilots  in 
the  94th  Squadron  will  not  be  entirely  "green"  - at  least  in  the  matter  of 
operating  them, 

oOo i 

SEVENTH  BOlBARDIvIEET  GROUP  PREPARES  FOR  THE  IIAEEUVERS 

Starting  on  March  2nd,  the  Seventh  Bombardment  Group,  Rockwell  Field, 
Coronado,  Calif.,  has  been  busying  itself  with  combined  maneuvers  and  tactical 
problems,  and  these  activities  will  be  continued  until  take-off  time  for  the 
Annual  Air  Corps  Maneuvers, 

A series  of  problems  were  evolved  by  the  Group  Operations  Officer  covering 
a variety  of  situations.  The  first  month  will  be  devoted  to  patrols,  radio 
control  problems  and  missions,  and  offensive  maneuvers  against  a theoretical 
attacking  fleet  and  landing  force.  The  first  month  calls  for  the  11th  Bombard- 
ment and  the  95th  purexiit  Squadrons  working  in  conjunction  with  each  other, 
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Daring  the  month  of  April,  the  95th  will  work  against  the  11th  in  a series  of 
Pursuit  versus  Bombardment  problems.  Several  situations  Imive  been  prepared  to  i . | 
insure  a thorough  training  in.  this  phase  of  aerial  warfare.  . i ; 

A2.1  preparations  and  projects  are  ca.rried  out  as  nearly  as  possible  to  Sijpnl-"  ; 
late  actual  v/artime  ocraticns.  Kie  ships  are  equipped  with  full  military  . 
loads,  and  the  acmis-l  maneuyers  involve  such  operations  as  Pursuit  bombing  | 

Bomber  shadows,  gunners  in  the  Bombers  firing  on  sleeve  targets  towed  by  Pursuit,,t|; 
and  the  firing  by  Parsiiit  in  formation  on  ground  targets  representing  Bombers.  I 
Daily  field  orders  are  issued,  which  cause  great  activity  in  the  Squadron  opera-  ■ 1 
tions  offices  in  the  form  of  scanning  situation  maps,  keeping  war  diaries  up  to  ' di 
date,  instructing  iqilots,  etc.  All  in  all,  a state  of  war  exists  at  Rockwell 
Field.  " i; 

— -oOo- — ' 

SELFRIDG3  FIELD  PILOT  MAICES  A TRICKY  LANDIlTG  ^ 1 


To  Lieut,  Arthur  Vd  Meelian,  U.S.  Amiiy  Air  Corps,  pilot,  and  former  star  of 
the  football  team  of  the  U.S.  Military  Academy,  goes  the  credit  of  saving  the 
texpayers  the  loss  of  one  of  the  latost  type  pursuit  planes  at  Selfridge  Field, 
Mich.,  which  cost  Uncle  Sara  approximatel3!'  $20,000  apiece. 

Recently,  while  flying  in  close  formation  with  other  members  of  the  First 
Pursuit  Group,  the  v/ing  tip  of  another  plane  came  in  contact  with  the  tail  sur- 
face on  Lieut.  Meelian*s  ship,  damaging  the  controls  in  such  a manner  that  Lieut. 
Meehan  was  unable  to  \7ork  his  horizontal  stabilizer  by  means  of  the  control 
stick.  Showing  rare  presence  of  mind,  however,  Lieut.  Meehan  stayed  with  the 
ship  aiid  brought  it  in  to  a perfect  three-point  landing  by  the  use  of  his  motor 
and  his  stabilizer  adjusting  crank. 

Any  experienced  pilot  will  testify  that  this  is  a very  hazardous  maneuver 
and  caul  be  accomplished  only  by  a hi^r  degree  of  skill. 

— -oOo 


PARTICIPATION  OF  15TH  OBSERVATION  SQTJADRON  IN  MANEUmS 


According  to  latest  information,  the  15th  Observation  Squadron,  Scott  Field, 
Belleville,  111.,  will  be  combined  v;ith  the  91st  Observation  Squadron  and  de- 
tacliraents  from  the  16th  Obser-vation  Squadron,  to  form  the  103rd  Provisional 
Observation  Group,  Curing  the  annual  Air  Corps  maneuvers  in  May. 

The  91st  Observation  Squadron  will  leave  its  home  station  at  Crissy  Field, 
Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Calif,,  on  l,!ay  12th,  and  proceed  by  way  of  the 
southern  route  to  arrive  at  Scott  Field  on  May  15th.  The  detachments  of  the 
16th  Squadron  will  proceed  to  Scott  Field  from  Langley  Field,  Va. , Fort  Penning, 
Ga. , and  Fort  Riley,  Kansas.  The  organization  of  this  group  will  be  completed 
on  May  16th,  and  on  the  following  day  the  group  will  fly  to  Wright  Field,  Ohio, 
via  Vandalia,  111.;  Terre  Haute,  Indiananolis  and.  Richmond,  Ind. 

Fne  102nd  Provisional  Observation  Squadron  Group  from  Kelly  Field,  [Texas, 
will  arrive  at  Scott  Field  on  May  17th,  and  proceed  with  the  103rd  Group  to 
Wright  Field  on  the  17th. 

— oOo — - 


FAST  NIGHT  FLIGHT  BETWEEN  DETROIT  AND  CAPITAL  CITY 


Lieut.  John  S.  Griffith,  a member  of  the  First  Pursuit  Group,  Selfridge 
Field,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich.,  piloting  the  latest  type  Ford  Cargo  plane,  left 
his  station  one  day  recently  at  6:00  p.ra. , and  dropped  down  into  Bolling  Field, 
Vvashington,  D.C,,  just  two  hours  and  fifty  minutes  later,  completing  what  is 
thought  to  be  the  speediest  transnort  plane  flight  on  record  between  these  two 
cities.  The  airline  distance  is  approximately  430  miles,  and  the  speed  maintain- 
ed was  slightly  over  150  miles  per  hour. 

This  fli^it  was  made  to  demonstrate  the  feasibility  of  squadrons  of  Pursuit 
planes  with  their  accompanying  enlisted  men  moving  at  night.  In  this  case  the 
enlisted  men  were  carried  in  the  Transport  plane,  above  mentioned,  and  the  trip 
required  just  14  minutes  longer  tlian  the  time  it  was  made  in  by  the  Squadron  of  ■ 
high-speed  Pursuit  planes. 

The  Ford  Cargo  plane,  type  G-^A,  is  equipped  with  three  425  h.p.  motors, 
having  a hij^  speed  of  165  miles  an  hour^  and  is  capable  of  carrying  14  passen- 
gers in  addition  to  the  pilot, 
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.1  GST  TOGSTHSR  D'mmi  MASTING  OS  PHOCUHSMSilT  PLilMING  PSPSOmTSL 
py  Lieut.  Jaine.s  C.  Cluck,  Air  Corps 

The  office  of  tpe  Air  Corps  Procurement  Planning  Representative , Detroit 
District,  and  the  Resdhve  officers  assigned  thereto,  sponsored  a most  success- 
ful "get-together”  dirnier  meeting,  on  Pe’opi'La.r;j;';  16th.  The  meeting  v/as  unusual  in 
that  those  attending  reprepqnted  three' elements  of  pur  national  life,  namely, 
industjtlar  ahd 'civic  leaders,  Reserve  officers,  and" Regular  Arrny  officers. 

The 'puiroose'  qf  the  meeting  was  to  engender  gopd  \7ill  and  mutual  under- 
standing, arid' acquaint  those ' attending  v;ith  the  Ariiy  aircraft  needs  in  the  event 
of  war,'  toge~ther  with  the  steps  "being  taken  to  insure  the  rapid  and  smnoth  pro- 
duction of  materiel  required.  , Tiie  meeting  ms  held  in  the  small  ballroom  of  the 
Hotel  Statler  and,  being  a semi-military  affair,  the  only  decorations  used  v;ere 
Anerican- flags . Places  for  fifty  were  occupied,  and  it  is  left  to  the  ii'iiagina- 
tion  of  the  reader  to  guess  how  many  big  juicy  steaks,  etc.,  were  consumed. 

Hie  honor  guests  were  Brigadier- General  H.C.  Pratt,  Chief  of  the  Materiel 
Division  of  the  Air  Corps,  arid  Major  Crom,  Chief  of  the  Industrial  War 

Plans  Section,  Ivfateriel  Division.  In  addition  to  these  two,  an  une:q)ec ted- guest 
in  the  person  of  Major-General  J.L.  DeWitt,  Quartenraster  General  of  the  Army, 
■honored  the  meeting  with  his  attendance.  ' ' ■ 

Several  speeches  were  delivered  during  the  meeting,  the  most  notable  ones 
by  General  Pratt,  in  which  he  described  the  activities  of  the  I.feiteriel  Division, 
and  by'lvlajo'r  Crbm,  in't7hich  lie  out  lined 'what 'the  Air  Corps  would  expect  of  the 
DetrPit  District  in  a national  emergency.  Below;  are  several  pertinent  paragraphs 
gleaned-  from  the  several  talks. 

"In  the  event  of  another  war,  the  United  States  Government  v;ould  turn  imme- 
diately to  464 ■ factories ■ in  the  Detroit -District  for  the  manufacture  of  equipment 
and  supplies.'  Pifty-fbur  of  these  factories  would  be  asked  to  tum  out  at  once 
•nearly  $280,000,000.  worth  of  aircraft  and  other  equipment." 

”There mu.s't  be  no' jessing  next  time,  no  such  inefficiency  and  blunders  as 
those  which  marked  our  belated  preparation  for  the  last  v;ar.  We  nmst  work  out 
plans  whereby  you  manufacturers  may  Gta.rt  production  on  whatever  materiel  we 
need  with  the  least  possible  delay." 

"We  loiow  that  machines  can  be  substituted  for  men  in  war  just  as  effectively 
.as  in  industry.  If  we  do  not  have  the  machines,'- we  will  have  to  pay  for  this  de- 
ficiency in  human  blood  - just  as  Russia  in  the  World  War,  lacking  guns  and 
shells,' paid  horribly  in  men." 

O'ne  of  the  most  interesting  features  of 'the  meeting  w/as  the  round' 1:;able  dis- 
cussion of  the  several  subjects  mentioned  in  the  preceding  talks.  This  discus- 
siori  wTas  most ' enlightening,  and,  due  to  the  w;hole  hearted  participation  of  those 
in  attendance,  it  ce.ri  reasonably  be  assumed  that  each  carried  a,way  a most  in- 
delible pictiire  of 'industrial  preparedness. 

An.other  interesting  high 'light ' of  the  meeting'  occurred  just  prior  to  ad- 
journment when  nr.  Edv;ard  S.  Evans,'  President  of  the  Detroit  Board  of  Coimnerce, 
spe&kirig  on  bC.r- ;Lf -of  the  Detroit  manufacturers,  pledged  full  cooT)eratlon  with 
the  C-o ve rimaeiit  in  meeting  whatever  task  an  eraergericy  m.ight  entail. 

In  addition  to  the  honor  guests,  there  were  in  attendance  such  prominent 
industrialists  as-  W.K.  Angells,  President,  Continental  Motors  Corporation; 

Chester  M.  Ciwlver,  General  Manager,  Employees'  Associa^tion  of  Detroit;  Harvey 
Campbell,  Vice  President -and  I;!anager  of  Detroit  Board  of  Comm.erce;  E.S.  Evans, 
President,  Detroit  Board , of  Coimnerce;  Genera.1  Chas.  H.  Harrah,  realtor;  Robert 
S.  Gans,  Vice  President,  Aircraft  Products  Corporation;  Robert  Insley,  Vice 
President,  Continental  Aircraft  Engine  Co.;  W.3.  Iv!Is.yo,  Vice  President,  and  Gen. 
Manager,  Stout  Metal  Airplane  Co.;  J..H.  Mauks,  Director  of  Purchases,  Packard 
Motor  Car  Co.;  G.  Hall  Roosevelt,  City  Com.ptroller;  and  Alfred  V.  Verville, 
President,  Verville  Aircraft  Compa.ny. 

Most  notable  of  the  reserve  officers  attending  the  meeting  were  Col.  Walter 
C.  Cole,  Air  Reserve,  President,  Reserve  .Officers'  Association  of  the  United 
States;  I^jor  H.R.  Cooper,  Spec.  Reserve,  Mgr.  Aircraft  Burea.u,  Detroit  Board  of 
Commerce;  1st  Lt . T.B.  Colby,  Mgr.  Aviation. Division,  Berry  Bros.;  Lt.- Colonel 
Harold  H.  Emmons,  Spec.  Reserve,  prominent  attorney;  Capt.  James  T.  Hunt,  Spec. 
Reserve,  president  Highland  Chevrolet  Co.;  Major  Chas.  Shuts,  Art.  Reserve, 
Department  Commander,  American  Legion;  and  Col.  W.G.  Sheehan,  Q. M,  Res.  , Terns tedt 
Mfg,  Co.  Major  Chas.  M.  Steese,  Ord.  Dept.,  and  Capt.  John  A.  Nelson,  Q.M.C., 
Procurement  Planning  Representatives  of  their  respective  corps,  were  in  attend- 
ance, together  with  a goodly  representation  of  Reserve  officers  assigned  to  their 
offices.  Colonel  Walter  C.  Cole,  Air  Res.,  senior  officer  assigned  to  the.  office 
of  the  Air  Corps  Procurement  Planning  Representative,  presided  at  the  meetizig. 
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It  has  heen  some  time  now  since  the  activities  of  the  Caterpillar  Clnh  V 

were  recorded  in  the  columns  of  the  News  Letter.  Emergency  parachute  jumps 
of  late  have  heen  so  numerous  that  it  was  found  inrpracti cable  to  publish  the 
reports  covering  such  jumps  without  taking  up  too  much  space.  It  might  be 
added,  however,  that  as  a general  proposition  recent  reports  on  emergency 
parachute  jumps  do  not  present  any  experiences  out  of  the  ordinary  run  which 
had  been  covered  time  and  again  in  previous  issues  of  the  Nev/s  Letter. 

These  reports  have  been  rather  brief  in  character,  containing  very  little  of 
the  human  interest  which  characterized  the  reports  of  the  Early  Birds  of  the 
Caterpillar  Club. 

The  publication  in  the  News  Letter  of  reports  covering  emergency  jumps 
was  for  the  purpose  of  disseminating  information  to  the  flying  fraternity  on 
the  experiences,  feelings,  reactions,  etc.,  of  persons  confronted  with  the 
necessity  of  leaving  aircraft  during  flight  and  trusting  their  all  to  the  ' 

proper  functioning  of  their  parachute,  the  underlying  thought  being  that  these  ^ 
various  experiences  may  serve  as  valuable  information  to  those  who  may  at  some 
time  in  the  future  be  also  confronted  with  the  necessity  of  making  emergency 
jumps.  Nothing  is  gained  in  publishing  a report  which  simply  states  that, 
after  trouble  was  encountered  in  the  air,  the  candidate  went  over  the  side,, 
pulled  the  ripcord  after  he  was  a safe  distance  from  the  ship  and  landed  safelyg 
on  terra  firma. 

At  this  writing  the  roster  of  the  Caterpillar  Club  shows  348  names,' with 
360  emergency  jumps  made,  12  being  repeaters.  It  is  not  definitely  known  how, 
many  members  cf  the  Club  are  still  in  the  land  of  the  living.  The  latest  raerar-  i 
ber  who  has  gone  to  the  Great  Beyond  is  John  Kytle,  Air  Mail  Pilot,  who  joined  j 
the  Caterpillar  Club  on  September  5,  1929,  and  who  lost  his  life  while  putting 
plane  through  various  acrobatics  on  February  15,  1931.  , 

With  the  object  in  view  of  ascertaining  the  correctness  of  the  Caterpillar!' 
Club  roster,  compiled  by  the  Information  Division,  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the 
Air  Corps,  a list  of  the  candidates  who  were  initiated  since  January  1,  1930, 
is  published  below.  Readers  of  the  News  Letter  who  happen  to  loiow  of  any  per-  X,j| 
son  or  persons  who  made  an  emergency  parachute  jum-p,and  who  are  not  included 
in  this  list,  will  confer  a favor  upon  the  Editor^ by  notifying  him  of  such  ... 

instances,  furnishing  at  the  same  time  as  much  detailed  information  as  possiblehn 
relative  thereto.  ^ i 

The  growth  of  the  Caterpillar  Club  may  lae  noted  from  the  following 
tabulation: 


Year 


Number  of  lives  saved 


Number  of  Jumus  made 


1919 

2 - - 

- 2 

1920 

1 - - 

1 

1921 

None  - - 

1922 

2 - - 

2 

1923 

None  - - 

1924 

10  - - 

_ „ « 10 

1925 

12  - - 

13 

1926 

13 

--17 

1927 

"139-  - 

- - 40 

1928 

• 

- - 

„ _ „ - ~ 45 

1929 

89  - - 

91 

1930 

127  - - 

__  129 

1931 

to 

March 

10th 

10  - - 

-10 

Total 

- - 

348  - - 

--360 

ROSTER 

OF  CATERPILIAR  CLUB  FROM  JAN.  1, 

1930 

No. 

Date 

Name 

Rank 

Place  of 

Jumu 

212 

Jan. 

6 

William  C. 

Mills 

2nd  Lt.  A.C.  Res. 

Galveston, 

Texas . 

213 

Jan. 

6 

Lindsey  L. 

Braxton 

Staff  Sgt .Air  Corps 

Galveston, 

Texas . 
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H'o. 

Date 

Name 

Hank 

Place  of  Jumn 

214 

Jan. 

7 

George  Law 

Civilian 

San  Juan  Pueblo, H.M. 

215 

Jan, 

16 

G.  H.  DeBaun 

Lieut.  U.S.  fevy 

San  Diego,  C.alif. 

216 

Peb, 

6 

Almon  S . Parrar 

Staff  Sgt.  Air  Corns 

Dodd  Field-,  Texas, 

217 

Pe'b. 

16 

Eoy  0,  Hunt 

Civilian 

San  Francisco , Calif v 

218 

Peb, 

18 

Clifford  ferch 

Air  fell  Pilot 

Flint,  Michigan.'  • 

219 

lifexch 

6 

Joseph  A.  ailger 

2nd  Lt.  Air  Cores 

Hear  Sparta,  Mo, 

220 

terch 

9 

Eobert  Page  Deiiel 

Civilian 

Dallas,  Texas. 

221 

Ifercli  11 

P.M.  Hopkins,  Jr. 

1st  Lt.  Air  Corps 

Cliase,  Md. 

222 

March  11 

Archie  D.  Cook 

Pvt*  Air  Corps 

'Chase,  Md. 

223- 

March 

11 

A.  H.  DeWitt 

Air  feil  Pilot 

. South  Bend , Ind, 

224 

March  25 

Verne  E.  Treat 

Air  Mail  Pilot 

Antietam,  M. 

225 

March  26 

Stephen  E.  Shores 

Civilian 

Glendale,  Calif. 

226 

March  27' 

Penny  Eogers 

Civilian 

Wichita,  Kansas. 

227 

Iiferch 

30 

Mildred  Kauffman 

Civilian 

Biffalo,  H.Y, 

193‘ 

March 

30 

Harry  Sievers* 

Air.  Mail  Pilot 

Warren,  Ohio. 

228' 

April 

2 

James  M,  Slmtt 

Civilian 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

229' 

April 

4 

C.  Eugene  Searle 

Civilian 

Detroit,  Mich. 

230 

, Am’il 

. 5 

H.  C.  Hart-ung 

Civilian 

Detroit,  Mich, 

231 

April 

Stevens  Bancroft 

Ensign,  U.S.  fevy 

Pensacola,  Fla, 

232 

April 

10 

Prank  I . S rangier 

Cadet,  Air  Corps 

ferch  Field,  Calif. 

233 

April  12. 

William  F.  Dohriran 

‘Civilian 

San  Fi-ancisco,  Calif . 

234 

April 

12 

Henry  Michaels 

Civilian 

San  Francisco,  Calif' 

235 

April 

12 

Herbert  Condie 

Civilian 

St  . Louis , . Mo . 

236 

April  12 

Stafford  L.  Lambert 

Lt . Mo . Hat  1 . &iar d 

St,  Louis,  Mo. 

237 

April 

22 

Carroll  Ward 

Civilian 

Dallas,  Texas. 

238 

April 

22 

W.D.  Phillips 

Civilian 

Dallas,  Texas. 

239 

April  22 

Irvin  A.  Woodring 

2nd  Lt.  Air  Corps 

Mather  Field,  Calif. 

240 

April 

26 

Henry  J.  Brown 

Air  Ma.il  Pilot 

Olanda,  Penna. 

241 

Mhy 

2 

W,  L.  Green 

Corporal, Air  Corps 

Fresno,  Calif. 

242 

May 

2 

C.  A.  Davis 

Sergeant , Air  Corps 

Fresno,  Calif. 

243 

May 

2 

Tony.  Wasilevich 

Private,  Air  Corps 

Fresno.,'  Calif.  . 

244 

May 

2 

Mervyn  S.  Stokes 

Private,  Air  Corps 

Fresno,  Calif. 

245 

Vhj 

2 

John  Koalal: 

Private,  Air  Corps 

Fresno,  Calif. 

246 

May 

2 

John  LockTOod 

Private , Air  Corps 

Fresno,  Calif.  , - 

247 

May 

2 

C.  H,  Pickup 

Civilian 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,' 

248 

May 

2 

D.  Allen  Dittman 

Civilian 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

249 

Jjfe,y 

8 

J . 0 . Do  dcery 

Civilian 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.- 

250 

Ifey 

9 

A.  Te  Frolich 

Civilian 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

251 

l^ay 

11 

T.  T.  Chapman 

Civilian 

Green  Bay,  Wis,  ‘ - 

252 

May 

15 

Tallmadge  L . Boyd 

2nd  Lt . A. C. Reserve 

Hs-v/aiian  Waters 

253 

May 

15  H'oustonAlexander 

Staff  Sgt.  A.C. 

Hawaiian  Waters 

254 

May 

15 

Homer  L.  Cowan 

Private,  Air  Corps 

Hawaiian  Waters 

255 

May 

17 

A,H.  Blllstrom 

Civilian 

Hoiiston,  Texas. 

256 

May 

18 

Robert  G.  Chew 

Civilian 

Valley  Stream,  H.Y. 

257 

May 

19 

John  D.  Kreyssler 

Cadet,  Air  Corps 

San  Antonio, 'Texas. 

258 

May 

19 

A.  S.  Merrifield 

Cadet,  Air  Corps 

San  Antonio,  Texas. 

259 

May 

19 

E..  J,  DeLacy 

2d  Lt,  ferine  Corps 

Chula  Vista,  Calif. 

260 

May 

19 

I.  V*  festers 

Staff  Sgt.  " 

Chula  Vista,  Calif. 

261' 

■-■fey 

19 

S.  G.  Davey 

Gunnery  Sgt . " 

Chula  Vista,  Calif. 

262 

May 

19 

D.  M.  Anderson 

Pvt.  ,1  Cl.  " '* 

Chula  Vista,  Calif. 

263 

May 

22 

Walter  E.  Kraus s 

2nd  Lt.  Air  Corps 

Ca,pe  Henry,  Va. 

131 

fey 

24 

Samuel  J . Samson* 

Air  Mail  Pilot 

Bedford,  Ohio. 

264 

fey 

27 

E.  F.  Keissig 

Cadet,  Air  Corps 

Texon , Texas . 

265 

May 

30 

Lloyd  Edrmind  Hunt 

Cadet , Air  Corps 

Ti'uton,  Oklahoma. 

266 

fey 

30 

Clyde  W.  Wallace 

Civilian 

Tucson,  Arizona, 

267 

Jnne 

2 

Money  F,  Slaght 

2nd  Lt.  Air  Corps 

Kit chener , Canada. 

268- 

June 

5 

John  E.  Glascock 

1st  Lt . Air  Corps 

March  Field,  Calif. 

269 

J-one 

7 

Mary  Fahrney 

Civilian 

Joliet  Airport,  111. 

270 

June 

9 

LaVere  Tremblay 

Civilian 

Dallas,  Texas. 

271 

Juna  " 

m 

Jack  Weis 

Civilian 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

272 

June 

28 

Eiler  C.  Sundorph 

Civilian 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

273 

June 

29 

Harold  Groves 

Civilian 

Portland,  Oregon, 

274 

June 

29 

Snma  Kingsmore 

Civilian 

Bellingliam,  Wash. 

275 

J-uly 

3 

Walter  L,  Miles 

Civilian 

Lincoln,  Hebraska. 

*2nd.  Degree  Member. 
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No. 

Date 

Name 

Rank 

Place  of  Jumn 

276 

July  7 

Nred  E.  Andrick 

Civilian 

Albuquerque,  N.M. 

277 

July  11 

C.  B.  Smith 

Civilian 

St.  Paul,  Minn, 

.278 

July  12 

John  Charleson 

Civilian 

Mineola,  N.Y. 

279 

July  15 

P.  V.  Burwell 

Jfejor,  A.C.  Reserve 

280 

July  15 

Karl  G.S.  Gim.nl er 

2nd  Lt.  Air  Corps 

Hallettsville , Fexas. 

281 

July  15 

Frank  J.  Sirovic 

Sgt.  Air  Corns 

Hallettsville , Texas, 

282 

July  15 

Ed\.'ard  H.  Miite 

2nd  Lt,  Air  Corps 

Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

283 

July  .15 

L.  D.  Miller 

Civilian 

Omaha,  Neb, . 

284 

July  16 

Garland  Peed 

Civilian 

Bostwick,  Ga. 

285 

July  16 

Jimmy  Garrigan 

Civilian 

Bostwick,  Ga. 

286 

July  16 

Randy  Endow 

Civilian 

Bostv/ick,  Ga. 

287 

. July  17 

Ray  J . Solomon 

Civilian 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

288 

July  17 

Wal’d  Wells 

Civilian 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

289 

July  22 

Frederic  K.  Smith 

2nd  Lt.  Air  Corns 

San  Antonio , Texas . 

290 

July.  24 

T.  G.  Fisher 

Lieut.  U.S.  Navy 

San  Diego,  Calif. 

291 

July  24 

J.  W.  McGrillis 

Capt.  A.C.  Reserve 

ifether  Field,  Calif, 

292 

July  24 

Charles  H,  Kruze 

Cant.  A.C.  Reserve 

Mather  Field,  Calif, 

293 

July  24 

Albert  A.  Marty 

2nd  Lt,  A.C. Reserve 

Mather  Field,  Calif, 

294 

Julj  24 

Francis  M.  Gilbert 

2nd  Lt . A.C.  Re  serve 

Mather  Field,  Calif. 

295 

J-oly  29 

Apollo  Soucek 

Lieut.  U.S.  Navy 

Ca^  Kearney,  Calif. 

296 

Aug.  3 

C.H.S.  Weaver  • 

Civilian 

Buttonwoods,  R.I. 

297 

Aug,  4 

John  R,  ■'Wbitson 

Private  ,Air  Oot'is 

Camp  Knox,  Ky. 

298 

Aug.  4 

John  G.  Fowler 

2nd  Lt.  Air  Corps 

Camp  Knox,  K^, 

299 

Aug.  5 

Eric  Wood 

Civilian 

Westbury,  L.I.,  N.Y. 

300 

Aug.  5 

Leonard  G.  Hoof 

Civilian 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

301 

Aug.  10 

E.B,  Twells 

Civilian 

Glenview,  111. 

302 

Aug.  11 

Joe  C.  Goldsby 

Cadet , Air  Corps 

Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

303 

Aug.  13 

Harry  B.  Ellis 

Civilian 

Valley  Stream,  N.Y, 

304 

Aug.  18 

Ira  C.  Eaker 

Cant.  Air  Corps 

Bolling  Ficjd,  D,C, 

305 

Aug,  18 

W.  Edgar  Leedy 

Civilian 

Youngstown,  Ohio . 

306 

Aug,  26 

W.O.  Gallery 

Lieut.  U.S.  Navy 

Pensacola,  PLa. 

307 

Sept.  3 

T.J.  tLirquis 

A.P.,  U.S.  Navy 

San  Diego,  Calif. 

308 

Sept . 5 

Hari'y  L.  Clark 

2nd  Lt,  Air  Corps 

Fort  Crockett,  Texas. 

309 

Sept,  5 

Marvin  I.'!ay 

Private , Air  Corps  , 

Fort  Crockett,  Texas. 

310 

Sept. 10 

Fed  Wells 

Civilian 

Wichita,  Kansas. 

311 

Sept. 24 

life-rion  G.  McCullough 

Civilian 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma, 

312 

Sep t, 24 

Ha.rold  S .Christenson 

Civilian 

Tul sa , Oklahoma . 

313 

Sept . 28 

Wallace  Franiolin 

Civilian 

Ypsilanti,  Mich. 

314 

Oct.  1 

James  E.  Parker 

1st  Lt.  Air  Corps 

Wright  Field,  Ohio. 

315 

Oct . 1 

John  M.  Cross 

1st  Lt,  A.C.  Reserve 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

316 

Oct.  2 

Ma.rion  J,  Simpson 

C.A.P.,  U.S,  Navy 

Cape  Charles,  Va. 

317 

Oct  . 3 

Curtis  E.  Smith, Jr, 

2nd  Lt.  A.C.  Reserve 

Deatsville,  Ala. 

318  . 

Oct.  3 

Laurence  A.  Duncan 

2nd  Lt.  A.C.  Reserve 

Deatsville,  Ala. 

319 

Oct . 9 

Patrick  W.Fimberlake 

1st  Lt.  Air  Corps 

France  Field,  Panama. 

320 

Oct . 9 

Harry  D . Hale 

Lieut,  U.S.  Navy 

Pensacola,  Fla, 

321 

Oct.  10 

W.  V.  Davis 

Lieut.  U.S.  Navy 

Pensacola,  Fla. 

322 

Oct.  21 

Jose^ph  P.  Adams 

Lieut.  Y.M.C.R. 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

323 

Oct..  27 

F.  L.  Biker 

Lieut.  U.S.  Navy 

San  Diego  Bay,  Calif. 

324 

Nov,  8 

F.A.S.  Waldron 

Civilian 

Calais,  Prance. 

325 

Nov,  12 

Dick  Merrill 

Air  Mail  Pilot 

Shelby,  N.C. 

326 

Nov.  17 

John  L.  Magden 

Cadet , Air  Corps 

Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

327 

Nov.  20 

Robert  M.  Kraft 

2nd  Lt.  Air  Corps 

Mather  Field,  Calif. 

328 

. Nov,  24 

J.  Pfingstag 

Lieut.  U.S.  Navy 

San  Diego  Bay,  Calif. 

329 

Nov.  27 

Gerald  Nettleton 

Civilian 

Pine  Valley  Lodge, Cal 

330. 

Dec,  2 

E.H.  Underhill 

2nd  Lt.  Air  Corps 

Self ridge  Field, Mich. 

331 

Dec.  2 

Llewellyn  Ryan 

2nd  Lt,  Air  Corps 

Self ridge  Field, Mich. 

332 

Dec.  6 

Arthur  R.  Kingham 

Cadet,  Air  Corps 

Near  Waco,  Texas, 

333 

Dec.  13 

Frederick  J.  ihnston 

Civilian- 

San  Fran  ci  s co , Bay , Cal 

334 

Dec.  13 

John  M,  Hodgson 

Cadet , Air  Corps 

Kelly  Field,  Texas, 

335 

Dec.  14 

Lloyd  J.  Schreiber 

Seaman,  U.S.N.Res. 

Seattle,  Wash. 

336 

Dec.  14 

Herbert  W.  Gall 

Seaman,  U.S.N.  Res. 

Seattle,  fash. 

337 

Dec,  22 

Gerald  Slorf 

Sergeant, Air  Corps 

Wheeler  Field,  T.H. 

338 

Dec,  22 

William  C.  Scott 

Lieut.  A.C. Reserve 

Wlieeler  Field,  T.H. 
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Place  of  Jump 


Ho.  Date 


339 

340 

341 

342 

343 
344' 
345- 

346 

347 

348 

349 

350 
224 


1051  ■ 
Jan,  ■ 3 


Jan. 

Jan,  ■ 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Feb.' 

Feb. 

'Feb. 


Feb;'  19 
Feb.  27 
Iferch  10 

Ivlarch  10 

Ma.rch  15 


A.  W.  Dukes  ' 

Walter  E.  Podraza 
Warren  H.  Eiggias 
Albert  H.  .Santa  i-Iaria 
. ‘'IIarve7  W.  Eegan  : 

■ Hay\7ood  Hansell,  '.Jr, 
Charles  D.  Fator 
'Eddie  J.  Fries 

L . H . Jack  Atkinson 
Re  sinaid  F . C . Vance 

■ Willlains 
S.  0.  Ross 
'Verne  E.  Treat 


Corporal,  Air  Corps 
Staff  Sgt.  A.C. 

2nd  Lt , Air  Corps 
Civilian 

Fl7ing  Cadet,  A.C, 
2nd  Lt.  Air  Corps 
2nd  Lt.  Air  Corps 
Civilian 
Civilian 

2nd  Lt.  Air  Corps 
private ,Air  Corns 
2nd  Lt,  Air  Cores 
Air  ilail  Pilot 


Winkleman,  Arizona, 
Encinal,  Texas. 
Fncinal,  Texas. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.' 
Big  Springs,  Texas.. 
Big  Springs,'  Texas. 
Whitewater,  Calif, 
Hear  Findlay,  Ohio, 
Van  Kays,  Calif. 
Smithf ield,-.  K.C. 
Chanute  Field,  111 . 
Chanute  Field,  111. 
Hear  Laurel,  Md. 


CFi  page  112  of  this  issue  it  is  stated  that  the  roster  of  the  Caterpillar 
Club  shows  34S  names,  also  that  360  emeri_-,ency  jumps  were  made.  The  above  list, 
however,  shows  350  naraes  and  another  re-eeater  in  the  person  of  Verne  E.  Treat,  ' 
Air  Mail  Pilot,  whose  first  j'omp  occurred  on  March  25th  of  last  year. 

It  seems  that  every  time  the  Historian  of  the:  Caterpillar  Club  starts  to 
compile  an  up-^to-date  roster  of  the  Club,  the  usual  perversity  of  fate  inter- 
venes, and  it  just  haixpens  that  a half  dozen  or  so  emergency  parachute  jumps 
occur  shortly  theroa-fter  in  rapid  succession,  thereby  removing  the  title 
•"Up-to-da,te"  from  said  roster.  Between  the  time  page  112  and  page  114  of  this 
issue  v/c;  re  writ  ten,  three  more  jumps  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Eistorian,  At 
Chanute  Field,  Ranitoul,  111.,  2nd  Lieut.  S.O.  Ross,  a student  officer  in  the 
Armament  Department  of  the  Air  Corns  Technical  School-,  and  his  enlisted  passen- 
ger, Private  Williams,  were  obliged  to  use  their  parachutes  to  save  their 
lives.  Lieut.  Ross’  plane  was  lollo’.ving  the  leader  of  a formation  - Lieut. 

J.P.  Ryan,  when  their  pl.anes  came  together  in  making  a 'banic. 

ITeither  Lieut.  Ross  nor  Private  Williams  was  injured  and,  although  a vang 
section  of  Lieut.  Ryan’ s plane  was  broken,  he  managed  to  mai-ie  a safe  landing, 
Verne  E.  Treat  became  a second  degree  Cateroillai’  on  the  night  of  March 
15th.  He  was  flying  about  five  miles  northv/est  of  Laurel,  Md. , at  an  altitude 
of  4,000  feet  when  i ce  on  the  wings  sent  his  plane  down  out  of  control.  Treat 
jumped  at  about  1200  feet.  ' Eis  parachute  opened  inmediately  and  he  landed  un- 
injured near  a farmhouse.  • 


And  so  the  score  today  is  - 350  lives  saved  and  363  jixmps  mad.e. 

• — oOo-' — 


OBSYIKG  ORDERS 


The  habit  of  obeying  orders  is  an  outstanding  characteristic  of  every  true 
military  man.  Sometimes,  hov/ever,  this  admirable  trait  becomes  the  source  of 
much  grief,  as  illustrated  by  the  following. 

Once  upon  a time,  not  so  long  ago,  as- most  bed-time  stories  usually  begin, 
the  Senior  Instructor  in  Pursuit  flying  at  the  Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly 
Field,  Texas,  took  up  a flight  of  seven  students  for  instruction.  After  man- 
euvering for  some  time,  he  signaled  his  students  to  land.  On  the  ground  again 
he  proceeded  to  chide  them  in  no  uncertain  language  for  not  having  followed  him 
through  the  maneuvers  as  they  should  have  done.  He  made  it  plain  that,  in 
future,,  they  would  simply  have  to  stay  with  him,  no  matter  what  happened;  that 
he  wouldn’t  put  up  with  anyone  holding • bade  or  not  following  him  exactly  during 
•instruction.  Crawling  back  in  his  ship,  he  motioned  the  students  to  get  ready 
I for  another  fli^t.  He  had  barely  climbed  a hundred  feet  when  his  motor  quit 
cold,  and  he  began  to  signal  wildly  for  the  formation  to  break  up  as  he  glided 
down  for  a forced  landing. 

But  the  students,  with  the  lecture  they  received  still  fresh  in  their 
minds,  especially  his  parting  shot  just  before  they  took  off  that  he  would  wash 
them  out  if  they  did  not  follow  him,  vrere  fi-’*^^y  resolved  to  stay  with  him,  and 
; he  could  not  get  them  to  break  the  forimtion,  T}:ioroughly  alarmed,  the  instruc- 
j tor  signaled  wkldly  in  every  conceivable  maimer  for  the  students  to  break  the 
formation  and  continued  doing  so  until  he  v;as  almost  on  the  ground,  Tlie  stu- 
dents, however,  stuck  with  him  wing  for  wing. 

It  is  not  recorded  v/hat  the  instructor  told  the  students-  when  they 
assembled  aro'und  him  again. 


^116~ 


V-6132,  A.C 


COnSTRUCSION  I^ORK  AT  SCOTT  FIELD.  ILL. 


^IDS  on  the  first  Larracks  for  Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111.,  were  opened 
for  the  second  time  at  the  office  of  the  Constructing  Quartermaster  on 
March  3rd,  with  the  Morley  Construction  Co.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  as  low 
"bidder.  This  company  was  also  one  of  the  low  bidders  when  the  first  bids 
were  opened  in  December,  being  but  $29.00  higher  than  the  lowest  bidder,  who, 
later  on,  refused  to  accept  the  contract. 

Tlie  bid  of  the  Morley  Company  was  $104,040,  but  with  several  alternate 
proposals  which  were  included  in  the  specifications,  it  is  possible,  "by  taking 
all  the  deductions  under  these  proposals,  to  bring  the  figure  to  $99,880,  The 
limit  allowed  by  the  authorization  act  for  this  building  is  $100,000.  None  of 
the  other  six  bidders  could  bring  their  figures  within  the  limit  allowed  for 
the  building.  The  bids  were  immediately  forwarded  to  Washington  with  the 
recommendation  that  the  contiact  be  awarded  to  the  Morley  Construction  Company. 

If  the  bid  is  awarded  as  recommended,  it  is  expected  that  actual  work  will 
be  started  within  ten  days  of  the  receipt  of  the  notice  of  award.  The  site  for 
this  building  has  been  entirely  cleared  by  the  Ninth  Airship  Company,  and  it  is 
expected  that  excavation  work  will  be  started  very  soon. 

Competition  for  the  award  of  the  contract  for  eight  sets  of  noncommissioned 
officers  quarters  at  Scott  Field  was  exceptionally  brisk  at  the  opening  of  bids 
on  March  10th.  While  there  were  only  seven  bidders  the  week  before  for  the 
$100,000  barracks  building,  23  contractors  had  bids  on  hand  for  the  new  quarters. 
The  maximum  amount  to  be  expended  for  these  quarters  is  $125,000. 

In  the  final  rxiail  which  arrived  at  the  post  just  as  the  other  22  bids  were 
being  opened,  there  was  a bid  from  Carl  Westberg  & Co.,  of  Chicago,  which  was  by 
far  the  best  received.  The  total  figure  in  this  bid  was  $111,919.00,  which  will 
made  it  possible  to  add  several  alternate  items  to  the  bu.ildings  if  the  Quarter- 
master General  so  desires.  The  V/estburg  Company  stated  they  would  be  ready  to 
start  not  later  than  60  days  after  the  award  of  the  contract  and  would  complete 
the  work  in  not  over  210  days. 

oOo 

A NEW  wrinkle  in  A BIRTH  ANNOUNCEMENT 

The  following  unsatisfactory  report  was  received  at  Headquarters  of  the 
Fairfield  Air  Depot,  Fairfield,  Ohio,  on  February  12th: 

Station  Miami  Valley  Hospital Date  February  12 , 1931 

Organization  Detachment,  F.A.D.,  Fairfield,  Ohio. 


Air  Corps  Equipment  Description  of  Tro'-J-ble , Part  No.,  Name  of  Defective 
Number Name  Type  Part,  and  Recommendation  or  Remarks. 

XI  Xg  Child  girl  A girl,  A.C.  #X1  Xg,  (complete  with  mess  kit)  was 

received  for  service  test  at  9:44  p.m.  Feb.  10th, 

1931,  by  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot  Detachment,  located 
at  the  Miami  Valley  Hospital. 

A careful  inspection  and  test  disclosed  following 
unsatisfactory  features  in  the  article  as  submitted. 

Tlie  fabric  of  the  fuselage  is  wriiikled  in  a number 
of  places  and  the  finish  is  not  standard  olive  drab. 

The  landing  gear  is  of  very  light  construction  and 
it  is  believed  that  it  would  buckle  under  the  stress 
of  a hard  landing. 

The  navigation  lights  are  both  blue  and  it  is  con- 
sidered they  will  tend  to  produce  considerable  confu- 
sion. and  uncertainty  to  other  craft  in  tliqir  vicinity. 

The  engine  runs  smoothly  but  does  not  develop  suf- 
ficient power  for  carrying  the  normal  load  or  for 
proper  maneuverability. 

Under  certain  flignt  conditions,  this  article 
emits  a high  pitched  noise  which  would  be  detrimental 
to  the  nerves  of  those  e^cposed  to  it  for  any  appre- 
ciable time. 

APPROVED;  Birton  F.  Lev/is, 

It  is  believed  that  the  characteristics  Captain,  Air  Corps, 

complained  of  above  are  not  uncommon  to  all  Chief  Inspector. 

similar  equipment.  . „ „ 

A.L.  Sneed, 


Major,  Air  Corps,  Commanding. 
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CLAIiK  FIETJ)  A DESIBABLE  SIATIdST 


fHEOUGH  the  interest  and  cooperation  of  General  Bolles,  additions,  alterations,:, 
and  improvements  have  heen  made  at  Clark  Field,  Parapanga,  P.I.,  #iich  have 
greatly  increased  the  contentment  of  the  soldiers  serving  at  that  station. 
Under  the  present  regime,  the  soldiers  of  Clark  Field  enjoy  a unique  privilege 
for  recreation  and  athletic  activities  .’.vhich  for  variety  and  convenience  is 
unequalled  in  the  Philippine  Deipartraent . In  fact,  the  memhers  of  many  clubs 
and  athletic  associations  in  the  States  lack  the  advantages  that  Clark  Field 
offers.  The  barracks  , which  house  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Third  Pursuit 
Squadron,-  are  literally  suri’ounded  by  facilities  for  recreation  and  sports. 

A soldier  has  only  to  step  out  of  his  front  door  to  engage  in  any  game  which 
suits  his  mood  and  fancy  for  the  particular  moment. 

Inmediately  in  front  of  the  barracks,  housed  in  its  own  individual  build- 
ing, stands  the  recently  completed  bowling  alleys,  where  the  crash  of  f allins 
pins  may  be  heard  from  noon  till  ten  o* cl ode  at  night.  To  the  right,  on  an 
unused  corner  of  the  flying  field,  is  a baseball  diamond.  Somewhat  further 
away,  in  one  of  the  hangars,  a basketball  court  is  available  for  seasonal  play. 

On  the  left  is  a concrete  tennis  and  volleyball  court. 

Between  the  bov/ling  alleys  and  tennis  court  is  the  latest  acquisition  - .a 
brand  nev7  swimming  pool,  40  feet  wide  and  75  feet  long,  surrounded  by  a colored 
apron  and  a v;hite  tile  gutter.  Plans  and  specifications  of  the  pool  at  the 
Army  and  ITavy  Club  in  Ifenila,  and  of  others  in  the  vicinity  were  considered  and' 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  this  particular  locality.  The  badeground  and  surround- 
ings of  the  pool  are  exceedingly  pictures cfue,  and  the  sunlight  shining  on  the 
blue-green  water  puts  the  finishing  touches  to  a beautiful  scene.  The  pool  is 
supplied  by  clear  water, from  the  high  slopes  of  Mount  Pinatubo.  It  is  o.rained 
and  refilled  weekly,  the  waste  water  flowing  off  to  water  the  fairways  of  the 
aporty  nine-hole  golf  course,  the  first  tee  cf  which  flanks  the  bo.seball 
diamond  and  whose  ninth  green  lies  at  the  door  of  the  day-room  where  refresh- 
ments of  all  kinds  may  be  obtained. 

This  "nineteenth  Hole"  also  provides  unusual  opportunities  for  those  not 
inclined  to  more  violent  forms  of  exercise.  A wide  screened  veranda  v/as  recent- 
ly completed,  where  one  may  lounge  in  easy  chairs,  play  cards,  billiards, 
listen  to  the  radio  or  read  the  latest  periodicals. 

In  addition  to  this,  talkies,  prize  fights,  field  sports  and  a well  sup- 
plied library  are  all  available  on  the  uroer  post  - Fort  Stotsenburg.  In  fact, 
whatever  can  be  devised  in  ingenuity  and  constructed  with  available  materials 
is  provided  by  General  Bolles  and  Major  John  B.  Brooks,  Comriianding  Officer  at 
Clark  Field,  to  make  this  post  an  eminently  desirable  place  at  v/hich  to  serve. 

oOo 

AIBD  THE  "WAR"  GOES  MERRILY  OH 

Hot  long  ago  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent  from  the  72nd  Bombardment 
Squadron,  lulce  Field,  T.H.,  bemoaned  the  fact  that  his  organization  is  the 
"Orphan  Annie"  of  the  Air  Corps  for,  instead  of  being  equipped  with  modern  type 
Bombing  -planes,  it  functioned  at  various  times  as  an  Observation,  Pursuit  or 
Attack  Squadron,  depending  u-pon  the  tyjpe  of  planes  it  was  able  to  beg  or  borrow/ 
from  time  to  time. 

When  this  wail  reached  the  ears  of  the  Correspondent  of  the  28th  Bombardment 
Squadron  in  the  Philippines,  he  took  uains  to  make  it  clear  that  the  72nd  is  not 
the  only  Bombardment  Squadron  nor  the  first  one  to  be  equipped  with  miscellaneous 
■typ®  ’plane s;  further,  that  "Gar  Bombardiers  have  been  forced  to  the  indiqnity  of 
flying  in  stray  raon- :rel  shi'os  which  v/e  could  beg  or  borrow.  To  a Bombardment 
pilot  this  means  tasting  the  bitterest  dregs  of  the  cup  of  desqiair," 

How  comes  the  Corresq-sondent  of  the  72nd  Bombardment  Squadron,  who  goes  on 
record  thusly: 

"This  organization  has  been  honored  with  a challenge  from,  the  28th  Bombard- 
ment Squadron,  located  in  the  land  of  "Tin  Roofs,"  regarding  our  claim  of  being 
the  only  Bombardment  Souadron  equipped  with  miscellaneous  tj'pes  of  -planes.  They 
are  setting  up  the  sajue  kind  of  chatter  v/e  have  had  to  listen  to  on  our  own 
■post  most  of  the  time.  The  72nd  leads  them  and  the  rest  hov/1  that  they  thought 
of  all  the  ideas  first,  but  that  the  72nd  carried  them  out  before  they  had  a 
chance.  Such  are  the  hardships  connected  with  being  a great  organization. 

While  we  offer  our  sym-pathy  (to  be  found  on  'cage  783  of  any  Standard  Desk 
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Dictionary)  tc  the  2Bth  Boruhardmont  Squadron,  and.  Tiight  even  arrange  for  them 
to  have  the  use  of  Chaploln  Einard's  nev;  '^Cr^/’ing  Eoomh  for  an  indefinite  period,: 
we  will  stick  to  oiir  clalvas  made  in  previous  Hews  • Letters.  We  are  deeply 
touched  hy  their  sad  plight;  in  fact,  to  such  an  extent  that  we  might  even  send  '• 
one  of  our  best  instructors  over  to  heXu  tL.em  organize  a G-lider  Club  and  other 
activities  to  ''hile  away  their  idle  hours  pending  the  arrival  of  some  Bombers, 

We  remain  the  best  by  test,'* 

AHOTHHR  "SLAHB"  OH  "WliOOTIHG  I1E)IAH"  IHSIGHIA 

Ihe  follovdng  commanicabion,  dated  I’.carch  9,  1931,  was  received  from  Major 
^^Georges  ihnhault,  Drench  Air  Corps,  Air  Attache  on  duty  at  the  Drench  Embassy, 
Washington,  D. C.:  ■ ■ 

"Having  read  in  the  issue  of  Febraary  28, .1931,  of  the  A.C.  Hews  Letter 
the  article  ’More  dope  on  ’’Whooping  Indian"  Insignia,  I think  the  following  in- 
formation will  interest,  your  Selfridge  Field  Correspondent. 

I was  the  commander  of  the  Lafayette  Escadrille,  laiovai  at  its  creation  as 
the  ’Escadrille  Auiericaine ’ and  of  which  Bill  Thaw  was  one  of  the  first  members 
and  one  who  did  as  much  as  anybody  else  for  its  creation. 

Concerning  the  emblem,  I mast  say  that  we  had  some  long  argument  in  its 
choice,  Ihe  idea  of  the  Inc-dan  head,  however,  is  absolutely  mine.  I remember 
some  wanted  a buffalo,  'but  1 stuck  to  the  idea  of  a fierce  visage  of  Indian.  I . 
asked  for  sketches  from  the  mechanics  and  one  from  Lyons j named  Sachet,  to 
whom  v;e  showed  as  inspirabion  a gold  piece  from  the  Treasury  representing  such 
a face,  drew  one  which  \7as  judged  very  good,  and  imraodiately  adopted  and  -piit  on 
the  fuselage,"  • 

- — cOo— 

S 0M3.  " HEAP  El  G"  HDHTSE, 

"At  least  one  member  of  the  2nd  Squadron  ^7ill  lea.ve  the  Islands  secure  in 
the  knowledge  that  he  has  left  the  imprint  of  his  name  and  greatness  as  a hunter 
in  the  minds  of  the  natives  of  the  moruitadns  of  Luzon,"  says  the  Hews  Letter 
Correspondent  from  Hichols  Field,  Eizal,  ?.I.  He  then  goes  on  to  say; 

"Talcing  advantage  of  the  Christmas  respite  from  shooting  sparks  hither  and 
yon  around  the  Islands  from  ulane  to  plane,  ground  to  plane  and  reverse,  our 
Captain  diaries  Douglas,  Post  and  Grou-p  Conumuni cations  Officer,  Transportation 
Officer,  Accident  Investigation  Officer,  Meteorological  Officer,  Signal  Officer, 
Assistant  Quarternmster  Officer,  Comimnding  Officer,  10th  Signal  Corps  Detachment 
hied  himself  to  the  mountain  region  of  Bontoc,  home  and  native  heath  of  the  head- 
hunters, in  search  of  the  elusive  deer,  the  same  animal  he  had  tracked  with  so 
much  success  in  the  brush  regions  of  Texas.  'The  buck  was  found  and,  in  compli- 
ance v/ith  all  regulations,  General  Orders  and  Memoranda,  duly  slaughtered.  A 
word  about  the  deer  - 350  pouads,  as  tall  and  as  long  as  a Texas  longhorn  year- 
ling. If  it  had  been  in  Texas  iiivStead  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  there  would 
have  been  some  misgivings  that  an  error  had  been  made  at  the  expense  of  some 
rancher,  but  being  in  the  Philippines  it  must  have  been. a deer,  ’ . 

Some  two  or  throe  weeks  later,  Corporals  Harrison  ^nd  Maser  of  this  organ- 
ization v;ere  investigating  the  saise  region,  and  ivyon  every  stop  the  native 
greeting  was  invariably  'Hel.lo,  you  Icnow  Lieutena.nt  Douglas,  big  hunter?*  Being' 
acqua,inted  with  Lieut.  Douglas  and  their  cx.riosity  aroused,  questions  were  asked 
and  the  above  tale  elicited,  l/oon  return  of  the  two  Corporals  to  the  2nd  Squad- 
ron, verified  information  was  furnished  to  the  "oroper  authorities,  Lieut, 

Douglas  was  just ' recent?.y  promotea  to  the  raiiLc  of  Caiptain. " 

■ — -oOo — - 

The  many  friends  of  Major  Le'''ds  H.  Broreton  .will  be  interested  in  learning 
of  his  marriage  to  Miss  Icy  7.  Larkin,  daughter  of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  ?AB.  Larkin,  of 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas. 

The  ceremony  was  performed  at  high  noon,  February  21st,  at  the  Floral 
Heights  Methodist  Church,  Wichita  Falls,  by  Dr.  C.M,  Simuson.  I’lr,  William  Heal 
Carter  of  Eansas  City,  Mo. , acted  as  best  man,  and  the  ushers  were  Captain  Heal 
Creighton,  Lieuts.  G.E.  Shankle,  G.E,  Hice , C.K.  Moore  andW.C,  Brya-nt,  A.C., and 
E.  Seibert,  F.A.,  The  officers  of-  the  88 'oh  Observatio.n  Squadron  formed  an  arch 
of  sabres  under  which  the  biide  and  groom  ] ef t tlie  church. 

The  ceremony  was  followed  by  a rece-stion  at  the  home  of  Mr.  ana  I'.trs,  Jules 
Constantine,  after  which  Major  and  Mrs.  Broreton  departed  for  Mexico  City  where 
they  will  spend  their  honeymoon. 
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WAH  DEFAR'^tviSira  .feX'r-MG  AIR  CORPS  OPPICERS 

Changes  of  Station;  Lie-gt.  - Col . Jacob  W'.S . Waest  ,■■■  Chanute  Field,  111,,  to 
Berlin,  Germany,  for  duty  as  Assistant,  Ivlilitary  Attache  for  Air. 

I'Aajor  Clint on_W.  Ihissell,  Ndval  far  College,  IJeuport,'  R.I.,  to  Washington,, 
B.O.,  for  duty  with  War  Ddjartment  General.  Staff. 

Major  George  E.A. ■ Reinhurg,  Assistant  Military  At t a die  for  Air,  Berlin, 
Germany,  to  Maxwell  Field,  ■ Montgomery, ' Ala, , 

Lieut. -Colonel  James  A.  - I.fe,rs,'  Panama  .-Canal  Dept.,  to  Chanute  Field,  111. 

Major  Eugene  A.  Lehman,  Dodd  Field,  Texas,  to  panaiiia  Canal  ,De'oar trnent . 

Major  Martin  F.  Scanlon,  Assistant  Military  Attache ' for  Air','  London,  , Eng. , 
to  Walter  Seed  General  Hospital,  Washington,  D.C. 

I^jors  Follett  Bradley  and  Shenler  W.  FitzGerald,  Air  Corps  Tactical  School 
Langley  Field,  Va. , and ' Major. E .B. ■ Lyon,  France  Field,  Panama,  to  duty  as 
students  Army  War  College,  Washington,  D.C.,..,  for  1931-32  course. 

Captain  James  A.  Healy,  Panama  Canal . Dept . , to  Duncan  Field,  Texas. 

Captain  Eugene  3.  Bayley,'  Bolling  Field,  D.C.,  to  Los  Angeles,  Calif,,  as 
Instructor  40th  Division  Aviation,  California  Rational'  Guard. 

Captain  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  Air  Corps  .Representative  at  -Curtiss  Aeroplane  and 
Motor  Co,,  Buffalo,  il.Y.,  to  Philippines,  sailing  from  Revr  York  about  May  5th. 

Captain  Carl  F.  Greene,  Yfright  Field,  to  Hawaiian  Dept.,  sailing  from 
Hew  York  about  May  26th. 

Captain  Robert  G.  Breene,  Langley  Field,  'Va.  , to  Parlnmter,  Wash.,  as 
Instructor  of  4.1st  Division  Aviation,  Washington  National  Guard. 

1st  Lieut,  Sheldon  B.  Edwards,  Hawaiian  Dept,,  to  March  Field, . Calif . 

1st  Lieut.  Lawrence  A.  Lawson,  Iferch  Field,  to  Langley  Field,  Va. 

1st  Lieut,  Wm.  J .■  Mc’Kiernan , Jr.,  Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  Langley  Field, 
Va. , .'.to . Newark,  N.J.,  as  Instructor  44th  Division  Aviation,  Nev;  Jersey  N.G. 

2nd  Lieuts.  Frederick  A.  Fillet  and  John  C.  Berry,  Dodd  Field,  Texas,  to 
Air  Corps  Training  Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas. 

2nd  Lt.  Frank  J.  Coleman,  Selfridge  Field,  to  Hawaii,  sailing  June  23rd. 

2nd  Lt.  Wm.  T.  Golrnan,  Langley  Field,  to  San  Francisco  for  duty  with  9th 
Coast  Artillery  District, 

2nd,Lt.  Chas.  A.  Bassett,  ferch  Field,  to  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

2nd  Lt,  Irvin  A. 'Woodring,  RocluTell  Field,  Calif .,' to  Wright  Field,  0. 

-Reserve  Officers  to.  extended  active  duty  to  June  30,  1931;  To  Scott  Field, 
111.;  2nd  Lt.  Sheldon  3.  Yoder,';,'Almont, ' JAich.  , from  May  17th;-To  Crissy  Field, 
Calif,;  ■ 2nd  Lt.  Arthur -..K.,,  Morrison,  San.  Fi;a:icisco,  from  March  9th;  Byron  S. 
Cooper,  Minot,  N.D. , -from  .April  .16th;  - to  Fort  Sill,  '0kla. , 2nd  Lt.  Desmond 
Murphy,  Chesterton,  Ind. ; -To' Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. ; 2nd  Lt.  Edmund  L.  Burke, 

Hem  utead,  N.Y.  from  May  2nd;  2nd ' Lt Roland  Ik '•Raiuiey,  Jackson,  Miss.,  (Apr.  1 
1931  to  Febi  3 , . 1932) ; To 'Lfe-xwell  Field,  Ala. , ' 2nd'Lt.  Charles’ M.  Gravatt, 
Asheville,  N.C.,  from  April  50th. 

Relieved  from  Detail  to  the  Air  Corns;  2nd  Lieutenants  Thomas  F.  Wall , 
to  ■■16th  Infantry,  Fort  Wadsvrorth,  N.Y,;  Russell  G.  Emery  to  38th  Infantry,  Fort 
Douglas,  • Utah;  Alva  R.  Fitch  to  16th  Field  Artillery,  Fort  Bragg,  N.C.;  Allan  D. 
MacLean  to  11th  Infantry,  Fort  Benjamin  Harrison,  Ind. 

. Promotions;  To  Lieut  .-Colonel ; I\fe.jor  Barton  K.  Yount,  rank  from  Feb.  28th. 
To  Major;  Captain  Ernest  Clark,  from  March  1st.  To  Captain;  1st  Lieuts.  Sam  L. 
Ellis,  George  L.  Lundberg,  February  16th;  Eugene  L.  Eubank,  Feb,  18th;  Lawrence 
A.  Lawson,  Feh.  22nd;  Bayard  Johnson,  Feh,  28th;  Franlc  M.  Paul,  Samuel  M. 

Connell,  Charles  B.  DeShields,  John  E.  Upston,  Reuben  C.  Moffat,  Russell  M. 
Greenslade,  Paul  L.  Williams,  from  March  1st;'  Clarence  P.  Kane  from  March  4th; 
Harry  WeddingtoU  from  Ivfe.rch  6th;  to  1st  Lieut.:  2nd' Lieut.  Earl  W.  Barnes,  from 
March  1st,  ■ , 

. _ . ' • — -.oOo 

The  Third  Pursuit  Squadron,  Clark  Field,  P.I.,  uarticroated  in  the  annual 
maneuvers  cf  the  Philiuoine  Division  which  were  conducted  ■ iii  the  Lingayen  Gi.ilf 
January  5th  to  17th,  uerforming.  from  one  to  three  missions  daily  dur- 
ing that  period.  Missions  included  special  )rotection  flights,  s_Decial  recon- 
naissances, gas  attacks  and  the  laying  of  smoke  screens.  The  gas  'a.ttacks  were 
J by  the  substitution,  in  the  tanks,  of  oil  of  wintergreen  and  \7ater 
wnich  was  sprayed  upon  the  troops  by  airplanes  flying  in  echelon  along  the  wind- 
cases  the  scent  of  the” wintergreen  \7as  decidedly  noticeable  to 
ail  classes  of  ground  troops,  \7hich  v;ere  attacked  under  a great  variety  of  cir- 
cumstances and  forinations.  The  tanks  functioned  quite  satisfactorily  on  all 
smoke  and  gas  missions,  and  the  training  uroved  of  considerable  value  to  the 
organization. 
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NOTES  FROM  AIR  CORPS  FIEIDS 
' • oOo — . 

Rockwel-I  Field,  Coronado , Calif . , March  4th; 

■■■'■  Forty-eight  Flying  Cadets,  comprising' the  gradixating  class  at  the  Primary 
Flying  School  at  March  Field,  landed  at  Rockwell  Field, Feh.  17th  on  a. cross- 
country training  mission,'  The ' students  handled  their  ships  in  great  fashion, 
reflecting  credit  on  theii"  instructors  and  the  Primarj''  Flying  School. 

, . A nine-ship  flight  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  flew  to  March  Field  on  Feh. 

20th,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  graduation  exercises  of  the  February 
Class  ' of  Flying  Cadets., 

The  flight  consisted  of  Lieuts. ' S.R.,  Brentnall,  E.F.  Kiessig,  T.W,  Scott, 
W,C.  Morse,  V.liV,  Vaughan,  W.M.  Campbell,  A.F.  Solter,  Lake  Moore  and  P.B,  Balfour 
The  'University  Club  Squash  Team  of  Sou  Francisco  journeyed  south  on  the  \ 
21st  of  Feb,  to  engage  the’Rockwell  Field  aggregation  in  this  ancient  and  noble 
pastime.’  ■ " ; 

Six  matches  were  played  each  match  to  be  the  best  three  out  of  five  games, 
After  the  dust  of  battle  had  cleared,.'  it  was  discovered  that  the  Rockv;ellites  j 
had  made  a clean  sweep  of  the  series  - not  ha,ving-lo3t  a single  game. 

Maj.  Carl  Spatz  and  Lieuts.  L.D.  Graves,  I .A. Woodring,  C.H.  Murray,  C.B. 
Stone^  and  S.R,  Brentnall  carried  the  attack  for  the  Armjr.  It  is  our  earnest 
desire  that  a return  match  may  be  secured  in  the  near  future.  { 

1st  Lieut.  Richard  K.  LeBrou,  A.C.,  accompanied  by  2nd  Lieiits.  Carl  H. 

Murray  and  Tom  W.,, Scott,  ferried  three  of  the  new  Boeing  P-12's  to  this  station  ' 
from  the  Boeing  factory  at  Seattle  during  the  month.  j 

Rockwell  Air  Depot;  B.M.  Giles,  A.C.,  Chief  Engineering  Officer  of  the 
RoclaYell  Air  Depot  attended  a meeting  of  a Board  of  Officers  convened  at  Mater-  ' 
iel  Division,  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  p’orpose  of  determining  general  arrangements  and  i 
t.ypes  of  buildings , required  for  an  Ideal  Air  Depot. 

During  February,  15  planes  and  23  engines  were  "received  at  the  Depot  for 
oyerhaul,  and.  12  planes  and  33  engines  received  completed  major  overhaul  during 
the'  month.  j 

A total  of  4,612:^  man  hours  were  expended  in  the  Engineering  Shops  of  the 
Depot  for  the  manufacture  of  Air  Corps  equipment  other,  than  airplanes  and 
engines. 

The  Depot  Supply  made  and  received  the  following  shipments  during  the  month;. 
Pounds  0"^  n VI  rr  -f  v.  Q t > 


incoming  freight  and  express 
II  It  outgoing  " " " 

" " incoming  parcel  post 

" " outgoing  II  11 

Amount  of  material  shipped  by  airplane 


945,852 

415,521 

587 

577 

162 


Repair  of  roofs  on  Air  Corps  Teciinical  buildings  at  the  Depot  are  now  90 
per  cent  complete. 

1st  Lieut,  D.H.  Dunton,  A.C.,  arrived  at  the  Depot  on  March  2nd,  for  pur- 
pose of  making  technical  inspectiqn  of  Air  Corps  activities. 

San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  Feb . 28th; 


Lieut. -Col.  A.W.  Robins,  our  Commanding  Officer,  returned  to  the  Depot  on 
Feb.  19th  from  a short  period  of  temporary  duty  at  the  A.C.  Materiel  Division,  U 
Wright  Field,  Ohio,  as  .'president  of  a Board  of  Officers  convened  to  prepare 
plans  for  a standard  type  of  Air  Corps  Depot, 

Capt.  Warner  B.  Gates,  Adjutant,  and  1st  Lieut.  C.S,  Thomas, Jr.,  Depot  Sup-', 
ply  Officer,  of  this  Depot,  returned  on  Feb.  24th  from  a cross-country  trip  to  S 
Washington  where  they  conferred  with  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps 
regarding  the  projected  new  engineering  shop  construction  at  this  Depot,  The 
journey  there  was  made  by  the  southern  route,  and  the  return  by  the  northern 
route.  It  was  reported  that  a considerable  amount  of  disagreeable  weather  was 
encountered  on  the  trip.  ' ■ ■ 

1st  Lieut.  Lucas  V.  Beau,  Jr.,  A.C.  Instructor  with  the.  Colorado  National 
Guard,  Denver,  was  a visitor  at  this  Depo't  'on  Feb.',  19th,  bringing  in  an  0-2H 
plane  for  overhaul,  .L 

1st  Lieut.  Ralph  A.  Snavely’,  of  Rockwell  Field, '-Calif . , visited  the  Depot 
on  cross-country  Feb.  20th,  in'  an  0-2M.  ' 
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Maj.  John  P.  Beeson.,  IvhC.,  and  Gapt . Wright, Jr.,  A.C.,  on  duty  with 

the  Organized  Reserves  at  Richards  Pieid,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  while  on  a visit  to 
Brooks'  'Field,  paid  an  informal  call  at  this  Depot  on  Fe'b.  26th. 

1st  Lieut.  R.H.  Coope.r,  A.C.,  of  "Hensley  Field,  Dallas,  Texas,  was  a visitor 
at  the -Depot  on  cross-country  Fe'b.  25th  and  26th,  spending  the  night  as  the  guest 
of  Lieut.  E.'F.  ■ Harbeck,Jr . at  the  Depot. 

Fairfield,  Ohio , Air-Depot , Feb,  28th; 

Capt . Edward  Laughl in  departed  Feb,  21st,  ferrying  a P-12C  airplane  to 
Self ridge  Field.  , . • _ ■ 

Capt.  Hugh  A.  Bivins  and  Lieut.  Frederick  M.  Hopkins, Jr.,  proceeded  by  rail 
on  Feb.  14th  t.o  Marshall  Field, Ft  .Riley , Kans.,  and  returned  Feb.  20th  ferrying 
two  0-25A  airplanes  for  major  overhaul  at  this  Station.  ■ 

■ ' Lieut.  Melvin  B.  Asp  returned  from  a,  leave  of  absence  in  Florida. 

• Lieut..  .George  Y.,  McPike  and  Mrs.  McPike  made  a short  flight  Feb.  22d  in 
an  0-25  airplane.  _■  ' ■ 

Lieut.  Jolin  A.  Austin  proceeded  to 'Richards  Field  on. Feb.  15th,  ferrying 
a welder  to  make  necessary  repairs  to  an  02-H  airplane  at  that  station. 

Pvt.  Louis  L.  Baker,  Air  Corps ' Detachment , C.  & G.S  .S.,  ,Ft . Leavenv/orth, 

Kans.,  reported. here  for  temporary  duty  on  Feb,  13th  to  receive  about  a month's 
instruction  in  parachute  overhaul. 

The  Engineering  Department  accomplished  the  following  general  work  during 
February:  ' ' . ■ 

Airplanes:  Major  overhauls  - 8 PT-1,  1 A-3 , 3 0-19,  1 XA-4,  1 02-H,  1 P-12C , 
1 P-IC,  -2  PT-3,  1.  LB-9,.  2 BT-1 , total  21.  Minor  overhaul  - 4 02-H,  2 0-25A, 

3 P-12C,  total,  9.,  , 

Engines;  .Major  overhaul  - 12  R-1340,  '14  SR-1340,  4 R-790,  2 R-975,  14 
V-720, '7  V-1150,  2 V-1570,  1 07-1570,  2 GlV-1570,  total,  58.  Minor  overhaul  - 
1 V-1150,  5 R-790,  13  R-975,  2 V-1570,  2 G-1150,  4 R-1340,  12  Y-1650,  4 V-720, 
lV-1460,  total, '44, • 

The  Engineering  .Department  also  handled  211  parachutes  and  the  resleeving 
of  several  D-12  cylinder  banks  and,  in  addition,  a large  production  of  airplanes 
and  motor  spares  necessary  for  the  service  at  large. 

Among  those  visiting  this  Post  during  the  past  two  v/eeks.,  the  following 
were  noted;  ' ■ • ■ , 

Maj. -Gen,  J.L.  DeWitt,  the  Qaartermaster  General  (informal  visit);  Maj. 

Frank  M.  Kennedy  of  the  Office,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  .(official  call)  Feb. 26th: 
Capt.  Voss,  Chanute  Field,.  Feb.  18th  en  route  on  cross-co-untry  to  Rogers  Field; 
Lieuts.  Sirmier,  Schulgen,  Wilgus  and  Sgt . Guile -from  Scott  Field,  Feb.  19th, 
ferrying  0-19B  airplanes  for  major  overhauls,  returning  Feb.  20th  with  Capt. 

Hayes  in  a C-7  airplane:  Lieut.  Burgess,  pilot,  and- Col.  Wuest , passenger,  from 
Chanute  Feb.  20th  on  a cross-country  mission:  Lieut.  Woodruff  Feb.  20th  from 
Vfright  Field  en  route  to  France^  Field  on  a cross-country  mission;  Lieut.  Stear- 
ley  and  Recknagle,  Ft. Crockett,  Feb.  20th  on  a cross-country  trip:  Lieut.  Mus- 
toe  of  Schoen  Field,  Lieuts.  Johnson,  Miller  and- Davis  of  Selfridge  Field, 

Lieuts.  Brown  and  Engl er  of  Chanute  Field,  Feb.  21st  on  cross-country  missions: 
Lieuts.  Warren,  Jacobs  and  Lindsey,  Chanute  Field, Feb.  2lst , ferrying  three  A-3 
airplanes  'for  major  overhauls:.  Lieut.  Crabb , Self  ridge  Field,  Feb.  23d  from 
Kno'Kville,  Tenn.  ,.  on  a cross-country  trip  to  his  homo  station:  Capt.  Colgan  and 
Pvt.  Fradin  of  Lunken  .Airport ; Lieuts.  Smith  and  White  of  Schoen  Field;  Lieut. 
Sharp  and  Pvt.  Seaman  of  Horton  Field,  and  Lieuts.  Rivers,  Chanute  Field  on  . 

Feb.  24th  on  cross-country  missions;  Lieuts.  Vaupre  a.nd  Quindry,  Feb.  25th, 
ferrying  P-6A  airplanes  from.  Selfridge  Field  for  major  overhauls. 

On  Feb.  25th,  Maj.  Brett  and  five  passengers.  Self ridge  Field;  Lieut.  O'Con- 
nor and  six  .passengers , Langley  Field;  Lieut.  Orr  and  seven  passengers,  Mitchel 
Field;  and  Lieut.  Morrison,  pilot,  and  Capt.  Howicki,  passenger,  Detroit , Mich. , 
arrived  at  this  station  on  cross -co'ontry  missions. 

Fort  Sill;  Qkla. , March  3rd; 

Seven  planes  were  sent  out  from  this  station  on  Feb.  5th  to  search  a fan- 
sha.ped  area  between  here  and  White  River,  near  Lubbock,  Texas,  for  Cadet  Don- 
nelly of  the  Attack  Section  of  Kelly  Field,  Ho  word  has  been  received  from 
Cadet  Donnelly  since  he  left  this  station  for  El  Paso  the  day  before.  Cadet 
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Donnelly  wired  from  Roswell,  New  Mexico,  that  night  that  his  plane  had  "been 
wrecked  sonth  of  there,  and  that  he  had  walked  about  thirty-five  miles  to  a 
telephone,  ’ 

1st  Lieut.  W.L.  Ritchie  and  2nd  Lieut.  C*  Stroh,  returned  from  Buffalo., 

N.Yo  v/ith  two  new  0-19C  airplanes. 

The  Air  Corps  gave  a dance  at  the  Lawton  Country  Club,  Deb.  14th,  in  honor 
of  Maj.  L.H.  Brsreton,  Coimr:anding  Officer,  Air  Corps  Troops,  this  station,  who 
was  married  Feb.  21st,  Before  the  dance  1st  Lieut,  and  Mrs,  C.E,  Shankle ,A., C. 
gave  a dinner  at  their  home  in  Lawton  for  all  the  bachelor  officers  and  their 
dates.  ■ , ■ 

On  Feb.  IStli,  all  Air  Corps  officers  went  out  to  the  Apache  Inn  in  Medicine' 
Park,  where  the  bachelor  officers  entertained  with  a stag  dinner  in  honor  of 
Maj,  Brereton,  After  the  dinner,  the  married  couples  of  the  Air  Corps  were . in- 
vited out  to  danco. 

Two  planes  v/ere  sent  to  Oklahoma  City  on  Feb,  24th,  piloted  by  2nd  Lieuts, 
R.I,  Dagan  and  G.L,  Houle  to  escort  Brig. -Gen.  Edwin  D.  Bricker,  Ord.Dept,,  to 
this  station. 

A few  cross-country  trips  the  latter  part  of  the  month  were;  2nd  Lieut, 

L.S.  Wait  and  Capt,  R.E.  O'Neill  to  Ft .Leavenworth,  Kans.,  on  Feb.  27th;  2nd 
Lieut.  R.I.  Dugan  and  Maj,  T.E.  Harwood,  M.C.,  to  Memphis,  Tenn. , and  1st  Lieut, 
C.E,  Shankle  and  W.L.  Ritchie,  to  El  Paso,  Texas,  on  Feb.  27th. 

2nd  Lieut.  Julian  M.  Joplin,  Air-Res.,  was  ord.ered  to  the  station-  for  a 
tour  of  extended  active  duty  effective  Feb.  18th,  Lieut.  Joplin  was  stationed 
at  Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  on  active  duty  until  Feb.  16th, 

Marshall  Field.  Ft. Riley,  Kansas,  Feb.  27th; 


Three  Air  Corps  officers  placed  among  the  first  four  in  the  academic  divi- 
sion of  the  Cavalry  School  Horse  Show  on  Feb.  13th,  Lieuts,  Glenn  A.  Holland 
placed  first,  Roy  T.  Wright,  third  and  Sam.  Cheney,  fourth, 

Capt.  Bivens  and  Lieut.  Hopkins  from  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  Fairfield, 
Ohio,  arrived  at  this  station  Feb,  16th,  to  ferry  two  Douglas  0-25A' s back  to 
the  Air  Depot, 

Lieut.  C.E.  Enpart  acquired  a few  grey  hairs  flying  formation  this  month, 
when  a ship  flown  bp-  Lieut,  Sam  Ciieyney  clipped  the  rudder  of  Lieut.  Enyart ' s 
plane;  it  ?;as  not  thrown  out  of  control,  however,  and  the  latter  managed  a 
safe  landing  on  the  main  field. 

Feb.  2nd,  Lieuts.  E.L.  Gann  and  L.E.  Wagner  traveled  by  rail  to  Wright 
Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  ferried  two  Douglas  0-25A's  to  this  station, 

Lieuts.  Joplin  and  Kruse  were  relieved  from  duty  with  this  organization 
on  Feb,  16th.  The  former  is  now  on  duty  with  the  88th  Observation  Squadron 
at  Ft, Sill,  Okla. , end  the  latter  .is  stationed  at  Scott  Field,  Belleville, 

111.,  with  the  15th  Observation  Squadron. 

Feb,  10th,  Capt.  Noonan  and  Lieut,  Sears,  of  the  Cavalry,  were  flown  to 
Ft,  Sill  by  Lieuts,  Meyer  and  Wagner, 

The  Bachelor  officers  of  the  16th  Squadron  entertained  the  officers  and 
ladies  of  the  Air  Corps  ?;ith  a dinner  danco  at  the  Spanish  Village,  near 
Manhattan,  Kansas,  on. Feb,  11th. 


Selfridge  Field,  Mt . Clemens , Mich. , Feb,  27th; 


57th  Service  Squadron;  'The  Parachute  Department  of  Selfridge  Field  is  an 
excellent  example  of  business-like  efficiency  and  clock-work  precision.  Al- 
though handicapped  by  a shortage  in  personnel  - average  enlisted  personnel,  three 
-the  department  during, the  last  six  months  drop-tested  182  parachutes  and  folded 


585. 


A P-1,  equipped  with  bomb  rack,  was  used  for  drop  testing.  Average  time 
required  per  parachute,  five  minutes. 

Daring  the  past  six  months,  two  officers,  Lieuts.  Ryan  and  Underhill,  were 
forced  to  jump.  Neither  returned  his  parachute  on  account  of  failure  to  open. 

The  Engine  Repair  and  machine  shop  departments  performed  good  work  the 
past  month.  Sgt . Alex  J,  Sweitlcwski  turned  inventor  and  built  a collapsible 
chock  block  made  of  dural.  The  chock  folds  by  pulling  the  four  cross  arms  off 
and  laying  alongside  the  fifth  arm  whiqh  ordinarily  holds  the  chock  in  position. 
Fnen  in  operation  the  chock  resembles  an  old  time  "Jack  Rock",  and  the  arms  ex- 
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tending  down  hold  on  ice  and  snow»  where  the  ordinary  chock  slips. 

The  breaking  of-  the  cross  member,  which  holds  the  fire  extingdisher  on  the 
P-12C  airplanes,  caused  our  welding  department  to  do  a piece  of  work  of  which 
they  can  justly  be  proud.  The  ships  were  brought. in  to  the  Aero  Repair,  and 
the  .machinists  and  weldors  went  to  work.  By  noon  of  the  third  day,  thirty-one 
'ffish  mouth"  welds  had  been  <^om.pleted  and  the  ships  were  returned  to  their 
squadrons, 

36th  Pursuit  Squadron.-.  A.C.;  On  Peb.  2d,  Lieuts.  Vaupre  and  Tollman  flew 
to  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  returning  that  night.  This  was  the  first  of  a series  of 
night  cross-country  flights  planned  as  part  of  the  night  flying  program  now 
being  carried  out. 

The  squadron  basketball  team  which  recently  won  a hard  fought  game  from  the 
17th  Squadron,  is  occupying  second  place  in  the.  Post  -League,  having  lost  but  one 
game . , 

On  Peb.  14th,  the  36th  Pursuit  Squadron’s  basketball  team,  accompanied  by 
a delegation  of  rooters,  took  off  for  Chanute  Field,  to  engage  the  Chanute  Post 
Team  on  the  court.  A formation  of  P-6's  led  by  Lieut.  Elliott,  together  with 
the  C-9  and  the  YlC-14,  constituted  the  invading  forces. 

In  a free  scoring  game,  the  Chanute  Five  proved  a bit  too  strong  for  the 
36th  and  turned  back  the  invaders  by  a 53  to.  31  score.  The  next  morning,  after 
arranging  for  a return  game  with  the  Chanute  Fliers,  the  36th  took  off  for 
Selfridge  Field.  Upon  arrival  home  the  trip  was  declared  a success,  and  plans 
are  being  made  for  further  sorties  afield. 

A most  interesting  program  was  arranged  for  the  36th  Pursuit  Squadron  during 
its  visit  to  Chicago,  made  in  connection  with  its  night  cross-country  flight. 
Arriving  at  the  airport  at  2; 00  P,M-.  on  the  22nd,  the  Squadron  was  given  a cor- 
dial welcome  by  Mrs.  Elliott,  the  Commanding  Officer's  wife,  and  Mr.  Tracy  B. 
Drake.  They  were  then  driven  to  the  Biackstone  Hotel,  where  a Tea  was 'given  in 
their  honor  by  Mr.  Drake.  That  evening,  the ■ Squadron  attended  the  opening  per- 
formance of  the  "Torch  Seng",  as  guests  of  Mrs.  Elliott,  the  producer  of  the 
play.  After  the  theatre,  the  party  returned  to  the  airport  where  a delicious 
supper  awaited  them. 

The  weather  reports  indicated  a lov/ering  ceiling  and  limited  visibility 
atong  the  route  home  but,  as  the  v;eather  was  reported  favorable  at  Selfridge 
Field,  it  was  decided  to  take  off.  Soon  after  leaving  Chicago,  however,  the 
weather  changed,  .and,  as  it  was  soon  i.mpossible  to  see  from  one  beacon  to  the 
next,  the  formation  turned  and  journeyed  back  to  the  airport  where  it  was  de- 
cided to  call  it  a night.  The  return  flight  to  Self  ridge  Field  v/as  made  the 
next  day.  ' 

Twelve  P-6's  and  a Fokker  transport,  piloted  by  the  following-named  off i- 
cers,  made  the  trip;  Lieuts.  Elliott,  Egan,  Olds,  Olsen,  Vaupre,  Tellman,  Hegy, 
Brignall,  Vfeitkus,  Tennes,  Hopkins  and  Poe. 

94th  Pursuit  Squadron;  The  94th  Squadron  feels  the  loss  of  Lieuts.  Under- 
hill and  Feldman,  both'  of  v;hom  reported  to  Walter  Reed  Hospital  this  month. 

Lieut.  Underhill  reported  with  chronic  appendicitis,  and  will  likely  be  absent 
from  the  Squadron  for  some  time. 

Lieut.  Feldman,  who  cracked  up  in  Chicago  last  spring,  is  back  at  the  big 
hospital  for  a little  plastic  surgery.  Carl  says  that  he  hopes  they  will  give 
him  another  set  of  teeth, too,  because  at  present  he  has  a hard  time  eating 
taffy  candy.  Hot  long  after  his  return  from  Walter  Reed  he  tried  to  eat  some 

candy  kisses,  and  said  that  he  nearly  choked  to  death  on  the  extra  teeth  before 

he  could  get  his  boot  hocks  in  and  pull  them  out, 

Lieut.  Paul  Hinds  graduated  at  Kelly  several  classes  ago,  but  did,  not  t'alce 
active  duty  until  just  recently.  He  is  now  at  Selfridge  and  is  assigned  to  the 

94th  Squadron  for  duty,  Paul  says  that  it  seems  good  to  get  back  in  the  Air 

Corps,  and  v/e  are  glad  to  welcome  'him, 

Lieut.  H.B."Skippy"  Harbold,  Engineering  Officer  for  the  94th  Squadron,  has 
now  developed  a v.'atch  that  is  truly  a marvel  of  perfection.  Of  course,  many  of 
the  officers  in  the  Air  Corps  are  familiar  with  "Skippy's"  exceptional  ability 
for  inventing  useful  articles  for  the  pilot.  This,  however,  is  the  ultimate 
of  perfection. 

Here  'tis.  Take  one  G.I.Ingersol  Dollar  Watch;  hammer  this  watch  for  five 
minutes  with  a hob-nailed  shoe,  then  solder  a spring  storage  battery  terminal 
clamp  to  the  back  of  the  watch  (or  to  whatever  remains  of  the  watch),  and  clip 
the  watch,  by  means  of  the  battery  clamp,  to  the  flap  of  the  right  hand  br^^t 
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pocket  of  your  flying  suit. 

Now;  here  comes  the  best  part  of  the  .invention,  namely,  the  method  of  oper- 
ation. There  is  no  need  to  note  the  time  of  take-off,  just  "give  'er  the  gun 
when  the  leader  does".  Upon  landing  and  taxying  up  to  the  line,  just  ahk  your 
crew  chief  to  "run  over  and  ask  so-and-so  what  time  wo  took  off  and  how  long 
we  were  up".  The  crew  chief  reports  back,  for  oxanple,  that  we  took  off  at 
8; 00  and  were  up  for  one  hour.  "Skippy"  now  shows  his  engineering  training  hy 
adding  two  hours  to  eight  o’clock,  and  then  dividing  hy  two,  and  then  adding 
four  hours,  thus  obtaining  the  exact  time  of  landing,  "Skippy"  reports .however , |b 
that  the  above  mentioned  timepiece  does  not  vrork  so  veil  vrhen  he  is  flying  cross- 
country by  himself. 

On  Tuesday,  Teb.  24th,  Majdr  Brett,  piloting. the  C-4A,  with  Capt . Stralm 
'as  co'-pilot , flew  to- Ghaniite  Field  for  the  purpose,  of  ferrying  enlisted  students  : 
to  the  Air  Corps  Teclmical  School  at  that.  Field.  Upon  his  return.  Major  Brett 
remarked  that  the  C-4A  would  be  very  nice  to  set  up  light  housekeeping  in. 

The  Post  twilight  basketball  leag’^ie  at  Selfridge  Field  entered  the  final 
round  of  play  with  the  1st  Pursuit  Group  Headquarters  team  far  out  in  front  with  i 
the  neat  record  of  twelve  games  won  and  none  lost.  With  only  three  more  games 
to  play,  this  fast  quintet  seems  virtually  assured  of  carrying  off  post  honors. 

In  the  meantime.,  the  teams  of  'the  36th  Pursuit  Squadron  and  the  57th  Ser- 
vice Squadron  are  tied  for  second  place,  v;ith  nine  games  won  and  three  lost, 
each  having  three  more  ganes  to  play.  The  27th  Pursuit  Squadron  team  is  next  ... 
in  line  with  four  games  won  and  nine  lost,  the  17th  Parsuit  vrith  two  wins  and 
eleven  losses,  and  the  94th  Purs^iit  with,  one  victory  and  eleven  defeats. 

With .fourteen  more  games  on  the  basketball  calendar  the  season  is  scheduled 
to  end  March  6th. 

40th  Div.  Aviation,  Calif.,  National  Guard.  Feb.  6th; 

For  the  purpose  of  cross-country  e.xperience  in  the  new  type  of  Observation 
ships  assigned  to  this  Squadron,  the  Douglas  0-38,  "Hornet"  powered,  and  also 
for  the  purpose  of  sketching  several  airports  en  route,  a formation  of  three 
ships  of  this  typ.e,  together  with  a lone  0-17,  left  this  station  recently  for 
Calexico,  California,  on. the  Mexican  Border, 

Stops  were  made  at  March  Field,  Riverside,.  Calif.;  Brawleyand  Imperial, 

Calif,  The  route  taken  was  east  from  March  Field  into  the  Imperial  Valley,  over 
Beaumont,  Banning  and  the  Salton  Sea.  Instrunents  and  flying  qualities  of  these 
planes  were  tested  at  various  altitudes.  The  airports  at  Brawley  and  Imperial 
and  others  near  theso  towns,  were  found  to  be  ample  in  size,  well  drained, 
lighted,  good  transportation  facilities,  good,  approach  and  talce-off,  and  de- 
lighted to  welcome  stray  planes. 

Landing  at  Calexico  was  made  about  12:30.  Transportation  was  furnished 
to  Mexicali ,. across  the  border  in  Mexico,  where  the  party  enjoyed  an  excellent 
luncheon  of  wild  duck,  quail  and  venison,  with  the  necessary  accessories.  After 
seeing  Mexicali,  the  party  returned  to  the  Calexico  airport,  took  off  at  3:30 
and,  by  flying  a direct  line  back  to  Los  Angeles  over  the  mountains  up  to  9000 
ft.  altitude,  landed  at  Griffith  Park  at  5:15  - the  same  day.  The  0-17  returned 
the  next  day. 

It  is  thought  that  a valuable  liaison  was  .formed  with  the  good  people  of 
the  Imperial  Valley,  who  are  not  favored  with  aerial  tourists  as  much  as  some 
other  sections,  and  who  apparently  are  suf:^'’iciently  interested  in  advancing 
aviation  to  put  in  very  fine  airports.  Capts,  Barrie,  Peterman;  Lieuts.  Sewall 
Gard,  Gilmore  and  Sanford  formed  the  mission.  The  ships  and  motors  were  found 
to  be  all  that  has  been  said  of  them,  and  operated  in  a very  satisfactory  manner. 

In  fact,  we're  quite  enthusiastic  about  what  can  be  done  in  the  way  of  Operations 
with  5 new  ships  of  this  type. 

Langley  Field,  Va. . Feb.  25th; 

An  Athletic  Association  was  organized  at  Langley  Field  which  has  for  its 
purpose  the  promotion  of  athletics  and  to  provide  for  the  maximvim  amusement  and 
recreation  for  the  enlisted  men  of  the  post.  Practically  100  per  cent  of  the 
officers  and  enlisted  men  of  Langley  Field  have  joined  the  Association  and,  with 
the  Income  which  the  association  expects  as  a result  of  payment  of  dues,  divi- 
dends from  motion  picture  theatre,  donations  from  Post  Exchange,  profits  of 
bowling  alleys,  etc.,  a very  ambitious  schedule  of  athletics  and  entertainment 
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can  be  provided  for  the  calendar  year. 

A budget  has  been  prepared  which  provides  funds  for  the  various  athletic 
sports,  as  well  as  for  boxing  lEatches  and  dances.  The  unusiially  successful 
football  team  of  1930  provided  the  necessary  impetus  and  stimulated  enthusiasm 
of  the  Langley  Field  personnel,  so  there  is  now  a demand  for  successful  teams. 
Successful  teams,  of  course,  will  always . involve  the  expenditure  of  a consider- 
able amount  of  money..  Members  of  the.  post  are  ICO  per' cent  s-trong  in  backing  of 
their  post  team.  , .... 

One  boxing  match  was  already  held  since  January  1st  and  another  is  sched- 
uled soon.  Two.  post  dances  were  already  held.  ' These  are  proving  to  be  very 
enjoyable  affairs  and  are  well  attended  by  the  enlisted  personnel. 

It  is  hoped  by  the  officials,  of  the  association  that  the  activities  pro-  ■ 
moted  by  the  association  will  be  such  that  Langley  Field  will  become  known  as 
the  most  desirable  Air  Corps  Station  in  the  country, 

Lnke  Field.  T.H.  . Feb.  24th:  ' ''  - ■ 

• Flying  training  for  the  month  consisted  of  aerial  gunnery  and  bombing,  aer- 
ial navigation,  inter-island  flying.  Cross-country  flying,  night  flying, -puff 
target  missions,  formation  flying  and  radio  communication. 

Capt.  and  Mrs.  Harry  G.  Montgomery,  departed  Feb-.  17th  for  duty  at  Bolling 
Field,  D.C. 

The  following-named-  2nd  Lieutenants  of  the  Air  Corps  arrived  for  duty  at 
this  station  from  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  and  were  assigned  to  stations,  as  follows; 
Robert  E.L.  Choate,  5th  Composite  Group  Hqrs.;  Edward  A.  Dodson-,  4th  Obs. Squad- 
ron; Howard  Moore,  23rd  Bombardment  Squadron;  William  E.  Karnes  and  Frederick 
R.  Dent,  50th  .Ob s.  Squadron;  Don  Z.  Zimmerman,  65th  Service  Squadron  and  Pearl 
H.  Robey,.  72nd  Bomb.  Squadron. 

1st. Lieut,  and  Mrs. , Richard  H.  Dean  and  1st’  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Lowe 
departed  on  the  Transport  CHATEAU  THIERRY,  Feb.  17th.  Lieut,  Dean's  new  sta- 
tion will  be  Crissy  Field,  Calif . , and  Lieut,  Lowe  wa.s  assigned  to  the  Informa- 
tion Division,  Office.  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Washington. 

72nd  Bombardment  Squadron;  Staff  Sgt . Aubrey  C.  Tlarris  and  Sgt.  Harry  J. 

Hall  are  newcomers  in  the  organization,  arriving  Feb.'  11th,  They  have  already 
acquired  the  72nd  Squadron  "spirit". 

4th  Observation  Squadron;  With  an  average  of  five  ships'  in  commission,  this 
squadron  coripleted  the  various  tactical  training  schod.ul0d  for  February,  The  - 
Training  and  Operations  Report  for  the  month  shows  235  hours  and  25  minutes 
flovm  by  pilots,  108  hours  and  10  minutes  by  observers  and  145  hours  and  25 
mins,  by  enlisted  men.,  Leading  in  flying  time  was  2nd  Lieut.  George  W.  Peterson, 
Air  Res.,  .with  a maximum  of  50  hours  and  50  minutes,  'There  was  an  even  distribu- 
tion of  time  among  the  flying  personnel  assigned  to  the  squadron. 

On  Feb.  2nd,  the  Squadron  was  called  to  participate  in  Group 'Combat  Man- 
euvers. Three  0-19B's  and  two  OA-13's  were  furnished  by  this  squadron  for  this 
flight.  The  formation,,  consisting . of  23  airplanes,  left  L-oke  Field  at  6;30  A.M. 
and  followed  the  course  Oahu-Molokai-Maui  and  return.  Landings  were  made  at 
each  of  these  islands.  The  main  problem  of  this  flight  was  radio  communication 
with  the  base,  Luke  Field,  and  also  inter -plane  communication  and  navigation. 

The  mission  w;as  completed  and  all  returned  to  happy  homes  at  about  5:00  P.M. 
the  same  day.  The  personnel  participating  in  this  flight  from  the  4th  Squadron 
were  as  follows;  Pilots  - Capt.  Jones;  Lieuts.  Clarke,  Armagost , Thompson  and 
Peterson;  Observers  and  R.adio  Operators  - Lieuts.  Meyer  and  Edwards,  Sgt.  Dod- 
son and  Pvt.  Dooley;  Crewr  Chiefs  - Sgts.  Smith,  Wilcox  and  Hoffman. 

On  Feb.  11th,  the  Squadron  was  engaged  in  night  flying  from  6;00  P.M.  to 
9:00  P.M., during  which  tests  of  Driggs-Faber  Pistol' and  Pyrotechnic  Signals 
were  made  with  excellent  results.  It  v/as  recommended  that  Dr  ig  os -Fab  or  Pistol 
System  of  Aerial  Illumination  be  standardized  for  use  by  the  Air  Corps. 

Aerial  gunnery  and  bombing  are  almost  completed.  Most  of  the  participants 
already  qualified  as  "Expert  Aerial  Gunners". 

During  the  period  of  Feb.  9th  to  14th,  1st  Lieut.  W.L.  Weible  and  2nd 
Lieut.  A.W.  Schermacher  (CAC)  were  attached  to  the  4th  for  training  in  Air  Corps 
work.  This  training  consisted  in  daily  flights  and  talks  of  an  Observation  Squad- 
ron. Both  Coast  Artillery  men  were  greatly  pleased  with  the  "experience"  in  Air 
Corps  work. 

During  the  post  dance  on  Feb.  13th,  the  Commanding  Officer  of  Luke  Field, 
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Maj.  Maxwell  Kirby,  made  a presentation  of  the  Kamtz^Moses  Trophy  Gap  to  the 
4th  Squadron,  Capt.  IJ.G.  Jones,  our  Squadron  Coinmander,  returned  the  compli- 
ments of  Maj.  Kirby  in  the  following  speech:  "It  is,  indeed,  a pleasure  to  ac- 
cept this,  the  Kuntz-Mcses  Trophy,  in  behalf  of  the  4th  Squadron,  which  I have 
the  honor  and  pleasure  to  conimand.  This  is  the  second  year  in,  succession  that 
the  soldiers  .of  this  organi.sation  have  had  the  pleasure  of  fighting  for  and 
winning  this  cup,’  Tne  mon  of  the  squad.ron  feel  a keen  sense  of  delight  in  re- 
ceiving this  Trophy,  for  the  reason  that  each  and  every  one  contributed  his  bit 
to  the  success  of  the  battles  that  v:ere  waged  wj.th  opposing  forces.  This  sup- 
port ranged  anywhere  from  moral  support  to  playing  on  teams.  The  bulk  of  the 
honor,  however,  goes  to  those  men  who  actually  participated  in  the  games  or  the 
boxing,  as  the  case  may  be.  These  mon,  with  no  exception,,  have  demonstrated  a 
gentlemanly,  Christian  spirit  in  their  contacts  with.  team. mates  and  their  op- 
ponents, They  Lave  set  a standard  tbia-t  any  other  organization  may  feel  proud 
to  attain.  Luke  ^ield  as  a whole  can  feel  a sense  of  pride  in  the  individual 
and  collective  accomplishments  represented  in  the  presentation  of  this  trophy. 

I can  further  say  that  in  no  case  has  an  individual  participant  failed  to  bene- 
fit physically  in  this  connection," 


Bollina’  Kield.,  D.  C..  March-  Ig-th; 

The  departure  of  two  of-pur  most  able  officers  for  other  stations  is  going 
to  be  keenly  felt  here  at  Bo.lling  by  the  officers,,  men  and,  many  friends  of 
these  two-  Major  Clark  and  Capt,  Myers.  The  officers  and  ladies  of  Bolling 
Field  held^a  most  delightful  dinner  in  their  honor  on  the  night  of  March  11th 
at  the  Officers'  Cii,ib,  V.'e  all  join  in,  and  regret  their  loss,  hoping  they  will 
soon  return  to  Bolling;  as  visitors  or  otherwise,  as  they  will  always  remain  here 
as  one  of  thi,s  small  family.  Major  Clark  was  ordered  to  Hav/aii  , and  Capt,  Myers, 
otherwise  known  as  "Chief",  goes  to  March  Field  for  duty,  with  the  proposed 
"Light  Bombardment"  Squadron  there, 

Lieut.  Hicks  is  now  our  new  Letachment  Commander,  and  Lieut.  Ciovannoli , our 
new  Personnel  Adjutant,  They  both  have  quite  a.  wonderful  reputation  to  uphold, 

Lieut.  Merrick  loft  on  March  l.lth,  with  the  Congressmen  Clancy  and  Zilhman 
and  Major  Fager  for  Miaiiii.  We  all  hope  they  return  before  summer,  Lieut. 
Merrick  is  flying  a singleriaotored  Fokker  transport, 

Lieut.  Stranathan  left  also  on  March  11th  with  Cong.  Clagae  and  Cong. 

Kvale  in  a Lockheed  for  San  Antonio,  expecting  to  stop  en  route  at  Ft .Bragg  and 
Maxwell  Field, 

The  Officers'  Volley  ball  team  is  undefeated  up  to  date,  having  beaten  the 
officers  from  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  several  times.  Also, 
the  indoor  baseball  te-am  registered  its  initial  game  in  the  win  column  at  the 
expense  of  the  officers  from  the  Chief's  Office, 

Scott  Field,  Belleville,  III,,  Mar,  1st; 


Championship  honors  for  Scott  Field  in  bpsketball  for  the  present  season 
were  carried  away  on  M.arch  2nd  by  the  15th  Observation  Squadron,  when  they  de- 
feated the  9th  Airship  Company  in  the  closing  game  of  the  schedule.  The  game 
was  an  exceedingly  close  fight  all  the  way,  with  the  Airship  team  leading  at 
the  half  by  a 12  to  9 count.  Starting  with  a determined  rush  in  the  second  half, 
the  Observation  players  soon  pulled  up  to  even  terras  and  then  forged  slightly 
aliead.  The  count  ren-iained  close  until  the  last  few  minutes  of  play,  when  three 
crucial  baskets  were  counted  by  the  winner  to  put  the  game  on  ice.  The  final 
score  was  25  to  17. 


_ The  Staif  team  had  an  easy  time  winning  its  last,  round  game  from  the  24th 
Airship  Service  Company  and  this  win  loft  the  team  in  a tie  for  second  place 
with  the  9th  Airship  Company.  The  final  standing  was: 


15th  Squadron 
Staff 

9th  Company 
24th  Company 


won 

7 

5 

5 

1 


B.U, 

.778 

.556 

.556 

.111 


2nd  Lieut,  irancis  A.  17ilgus,  Air-Res., who  has  been  on  extended  active  duty 
with  the  ^I5tli  Ooservation  Squadron,  Scott  Field,  since  last  fall,  was  ordered  to 
Langley  I'ield,  iTa.,  for  duty.  Lieut,  Wilgus,  whose  home  is  at  Rockford,  111,,  is 
a graduate  from  the  Bombardment  course  of  the  A. C, Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly 
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Field,  Texas. 

Three  Reserve  officers  on  extended  active  duty,  were  added  to  the  roster 
of  the  15th  Observation  Squadron  by  transfer  from  Selfridge  Field,  Mich,  These 
officers,  all  Second  Lieutenants , are;  Sheldon  B.  Yoder,  Almont , Mich,;  C.E. 
Johnson,  Alexis,  111,;  and  H.A.  Lidster,  Charleston,  111, 

Air  Corps  Activities  in  New  England : 

The  New  England  Reserve  Officers'  Association  of  the  Air  Corps  met  Thursday 
evening,  March  5th  at  6:30  P.M,  at  the  Univerwity  Club  in  Boston. 

A banquet  was  served,  after  which  Maj.  Robert  F.  Raymond, Jr.,  President  of 
the  Association,  opened  the  business  session,  Maj.  Neil  Cronin,  Vice-President 
addressed  the  gathering  on  matters  of  vital  importance,  interspersing  his  com- 
ments with  an  original  style  of  humor. 

All  the  officers  welcomed.  Lieut.  Glenn  C.  Salisbury  who  has  been  placed  in 
charge  of  Reserve  flying  activities  at  the  Boston  Airport,  Lieut.  Salisbury, 
who  has  come  here  from  Texas,  was  surprised  to  find  our  weather  much,  milder  than 
he  imagined  it  would  be. 

Lieut.  Robert  Fogg  was  then  introduced  as  the  principal  speaker  of  the  even- 
ing, He  gave  a most  vivid  and  interesting  description  of  his  Greenly  Island 
flight  for  Paths  News  to  secure  first  pictures  of  the  Bremen  Flyers,  Motion 
pictures  illustrated  his  talk. 

Every  six  weeks,  the  Association  plans  to  get  together  for  similar  meetings 
and  indulge  in  barracks  flying,  humor  and  entertainment. 
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Tlie  chief  pujrpose  of  this  ;mblic3,tio2i  is  to  distribute  information  on 
aeronautics  to  the  flying  personnel  In  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps, 

National  Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 
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tion. 
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HOW  ENLISTED  liiSN  ARE  MESSED  AT  MAXWELL  EIELD 
By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 

fHi  present  cafeteria  plan  of  messing  for  the  enlisted  personnel  at  Maxwell 
Eielu,  Montgomery,  Ala. , had  its  inception  in  the  mind  of  the  Commanding 
Officer,,,  Major  Walter  R.  Weaver.  Under  his  direction  and  guidance,  the 
necessary  equipment  was  purchased,  installed,  and  put  into  its  very  suc- 
cessful operation.  ■ ... 

The  installation  was  made  in  November,  1930,  and  consists  of  the  following: 
one  cafeteria  counter  in  tv;o  sections,  complete  with  coffee  urns  and  electric 
refrigerated  water  cooling' system,  fourteen  cafeteria  tables  with  composition 
rubber  tops  (these  tables  have  a comfortable  seating  capacity  of  six),  eighty- 
four  barracks  chairs,  one  hundred  monel  metal  steel  -plates  with  compartments 
for  different  foods,  one  soiled  dish  table,  and  one  electric  refrigerator  with 
coil  in  ice  box.  ' 

The  mess  hall  proper  occu-pies  one  end  of  the  Squadron  Barracks  and  is  rec-  ■ 
tangular  in  shape.  .Entrance  is  direct  from  the  Day  Room  and  leads  along  the 
steam  tables  which,  is  stationed  with  its  t\;o  sections  at  right  angles  in  the 
corner  adjacent  to  the  kitchen.  The  steam  table  itself  is  of  customary  nickel 
and  white,  the  tables  Nile  green  and  cream,  while  the-'Cliairs  are  the  same  color 
with  gold  rounds  in  the  back.  The  interior  is  of  cream  -plaster  'v7ith  li^t  brown 
concrete  floors.  Harmonizing  curtains,  together  v/ith  hanging  ferns,  potted 
-plants,  and  several  canary  songsters,  unite  to  form  surroundings  attractive  as 
any  civilian  cafe.  Heightening  these  very  effective  decora.tions  is  a raised 
octagonal  pool  with  fountain,  placed  in  the  center  of  the  dining  s-pace,  in  which 
gold  fish  and  aiopropriate  water  plants  complete  the  picture. 

In  active  charge  of  the  messing  is  a Mess  Officer  and  an  Assistant  Mess 
Officer.  0-perating  under  their  direction  is  a Mess  Stev/ard  in  Charge  and  a Mess 
Steward  o-perating  the  steam  table  and  dispensing  the  food.  The  complement  of 
cooks  is  only  three.  These  work  one  on  a shift  for  a complete  twen-ty-four 
hour  tour.  The  officers  and  stewards  are  on  duty  constantly.  This  number  pro- 
vides for  a pronounced  saving  in  personnel,  as  the  number  of  men  fed  may  be  in- 
cceased  materially,  necessitating  the  addition  to  the  force  of  cooks  only. 

Under  the  -present  system  the  men  may  obtain  brealcfast  betv/een  the  hours  of 
6:20  a.m,  and  8:00  a.m, ; lunch  from  11:00  a.m.  to  12:30  -p.m.  , and  dinner  from 
4:45  |j.m,  until  5:45  p.m. 

The  method  of  service  is  identical  with  the  usual  cafeteria  procedure.  The 
food,  after  -pre-paration,  is  -placed  in  the  comps.rtments  of  the  steam  table,  and 
as  the  men  come  along  it  is  served  by  the  Table  Steward,  assisted  by  the  cooks 
police.  It  is  naturally  arranged  in  the  order  of  sou-p,  meats,  dressings,  gravy, 
vegetables,  bread  (hot  or  cold),  salads,  deserts,  milk,  coffee  and  water. 

At  breakfast  a full  variety  of  cereals  is  displayed  on  the  glass  shelves 
where  deserts  are  usually  kept.  Condiments,  sugar,  cream  and  syrup  are  on  the 
tables  at  all  times. 

Upon  completion  of  his  meal,  each  soldier  takes  his  used  -plate  and  silver- 
ware into  the  kitchen  to  a soiled  dish  table,  where  the  uneaten  food  is  emptied 
into  a refuse  can  thro-agh  a hole  in  the  top  of  the  table,  eliminating  the 
drop-ping  of  food  on  the  floor.  The  plates  are  stacked  on  this  table  and  left 
for  the  dishwashers.  The  tables  are  -policed  by  a dining  room  orderly  and  are 
constantly  ready  for  use. 

. The  income  for  the  mess  is  derived  from  the  Quartermaster  allowance  for  the 
ration  cost  as  stipulated  in  Army  Regulations.  The  only  additional  income  is 
from  a very  few  civilian  boarders.  The  number  of  men  being  fed  is,  at  the  -pres- 
ent time,  one  hundred  and  thirty.  The  equipment  will  easily  accommodate  three 
hundred. 


-128- 


Y-6138  , A.C. 


The  entire  cost  of  the  installation  'vas  a-_''7roximately  $2,800.00.  This  is 
heing  covered  by  monthly  subs crrj)t ions  from  the  funds  of  the  various  orgaiiiza- 
tions  on  the  post,-  these  fun.ds,  in  turn,  being  derived  from  income  on  shares 
held  in  the  local  Post  itcchange.  This  being  a considerable  financial  outlay, 
the  question  naturally  arises  as  to  the  justification  as  an  investment,  the  > 
added  attractiveness  of  the  mess  not  being  talien  into  consideration. 

Tlie  electric  refrigerating  machine  consumes  current  to  the  amount  of  $6...50  |- 
per  month.  Prior  to  this  installation  the  ice  p\irchase  bill  uas  $45.00  per  * 

month.  Tnis  has  been  reduced  to  only  $10.00,  providing  a saving  in  ice  alone 
of  $35.00  per  month.  By  the  use  of  the  coffee  urn  there  is  an  actual  saving 
of  six  pounds  of  coffee  daily,.  Piguring  this  on  the  basis  of  IS;^  per  pound, 
the  monthly  saving  from  this  item  is  $38,30.  Through  the  use  of  a special  bu.t- 
ter  slicing  machine  and  the  economical  method  of  dispensing,  there  is  a saving 
of  $25,00  on  butter.  The  total  sa.ving  on  all  other  food  has  been  found  to  be 
axrproximately  $22.00.  Tnus,  a total  monthly  saving  of  $110.80  hen  been  effect- 
ed. The  maximum  cost  of  the  natural  gas  used  to  heat  the  steam  table  is  esti- 
mated by  the  Alabama  Utilities  Service  Company  to  be  $10.00.  Adding  to  this 
the  cost  of  the  refrigeration  ($5.50),  we  get  a total  new  ex'pense  of  $16.50. 
Subtracting  this  figure  from  the  savings,  we  have  a net  saving  "oer  month  of 
$94,30.  This,  however,  is  not  cax^italised  as  a cash  saving  but  is  -p'^'t  back 
into  the  mess  by  the  'purchase  of  additional  delicacies  and  by  creating  a greater 
variety  in  the  menus. 

Due  to  the  duties  of  the  enlisted  personnel  at  an  Air  Corps  Station,  it  is 
virtually  inrpossible  for  all  men  to  mess  at  the  same  time.  This  system  provides  . 
for  the  service  of  food  to  the  last  man  to  mess  in  just  as  attractive  a condition 
as  to  the  first,  each  edible  being  either  ^pipiiig  Uot  or  ice  cold,  as  desired. 

Pood  waste  is  minimized  by  means  of  individual  service  by  the  table  ste^7ard, 
each  man  being  -permitted  to  return  for  additional  food  if  it  is  desired. 

The  composition  rubber  table  toips  eliminate  the  -possibility  of  the  collec- 
tion  of  dirt  and  grease,  being  exceedingly  easy  to  kee-p  in  a sanitary  condition.- 

The  almost  complete  elimination  of  the  use  of  ice,  exce-pt  as  -produced  by 
the  electric  machine,  provides  additional  sanitary  advantages. 

The  use  of  the  soiled  dish  table  gives  the  sim-plest  and  most  cleanly  method 
for  disposal  of  uneaten  food. 

A much  greater  variety  of  food  can  be  dis-oensed  with,  a minimum  amount  of 
waste.  At  breakfast,  for  e:-:am-ple,  twelve  varieties  of  cereals  are  disolayed. 
Coffee  is  served  regularly  three  times  a day,  the  men  liaving  the  -privilege, 
however,  of  dro-px)ing  in  for  a cup  at  any  time  they  desire. 

Tlie  former  system  of  food  service  necessitated  the  transfer  of  the  food 
from  the  cook  vessel  to  a thick,  cold,  china  -olate  ir/hich  was  placed  on  the  table. 
Prom  this  it  was  transferred  again  to  the  individual  -plate  sometime  afterward. 

As  a result  it  vus  often  cold  and  uirpalatable.  Tlie  cafeteria  system  gives  food 
at  a constant  uniform  tern-perature , direct  from  the  steam  table  to  the  individual 
Tplate , 

This  eliminates  all  need  for  table  waiters,  one  man  being  able  to  talce  care 
of  the  v/hole  dining  room,  his  duties  being  to  police  the  tables  after  the  men 
have  removed  their  wlates. 

The  men  have  the  o’ption  of  eating  with  whom  they  desire,  np^owiding  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  formation  of  closer  friendships  and  associa,tions.  Individual  i 
smoking  sets  on  ea.ch  table  encourage  the  social  custom  of  sitting  around  for  a L 
friendly  smoke  after  the  meals.  An  excellent  radio  installation  also  adds  to  f 
the  enjoj-mient  of  the  men.  ■ | 

There  is  no  ?/aste  due  to  the  service  of  food  for  which  the  men  do  not  care  -S 
no  tendency  for  a man  to  eat  food  of  which  he  is  not  -particularly  fond,  Porraerlyi 
there  existed  the  habit  men  have  of  eating  what  is  set  before  them  and  is  most  |l 
convenient,  llo?/  one  type  of  food  is  as  convenient  as  any  other. 

The  very  comfortabie  chairs  offer  a decided  attractiveness  v;hen  comipared  ’ | 

with  the  old  mess  hall  stools.  Pood- containing  dishes  have  been  com-pletely 
eliminated,  and  along  with  them  the  washing  incident  thereto,  as  well  as  the  /,■ 
handling  of  food  by  orderlies,  v/hich  often  offered  OTjport’anities  for  the  develop-,;, 
ment  of  slightly  unsanitary  conditions.  p 

GJhe  quality  of  the  food  offered  men  affects  the  m.orale  of  an  organization 
probably  more  than  any  other  individual  factor.  Under  the  system  in  vogue  at 
Maxwell  Pield,  the  men  are  offered  the  best  food  possible  in  surroundings  equal-  , 
ly  attractive  as  any  they  can  find  in  civilian  settlements.  They  have  mess  dk 
facilities  of  which  they  can  justly  be-  -proud.  m 
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It.  is  noted  that , where,  foi-merl^  men  .TO re  accustemed  to  going  to  the  adjoin- 
. ing  city  for  their  Sunday  meals,  they  nov;  make  a point  of  heing  hack  on  the  Post 
.at  mess  time, 

. Visiting  soldiers  from  other  posts  express  their  surprise  over  finding  such 
excellent  meals.  Wlienever  pdssihie  visiting  officers,  Government  officials  and 
..  civilians  ...are  shomi  this  cafeteria,  which  constitutes,  we  believe,  the  best 

• . organization  mess  in  the  Army  todays'  • . ..-  . 

■h’  — oOo-^r—  ^ 

COLmilDER  ISEMS'ISCmSS  OII.-GELSSTiAL.MyiGATIO  ' , 

, .^Commander  ' Weems , U.S.  ifavy,  recently ■ delivered;  t'iY.o.  lectures  'to  the  Second 
.Bombardment' 'Group,  I'angley  Pield\  Ya. , on  Ceie.stia.i” Navigation,  Cormmnder 
Weems  is  ah  authority  on  this  subject,  a^A  has.  published  several  books  as  an  aid 
to  air  havig^ion.  He  lias  also  pu.bl i shed  handbooks , with  tables  arranged  in 
such  manner  that  it  is  possible-  to  make  coiuoutations  , i'n  the  air  in  a few 
minutes.  The  primary-  dbject  of  .'Commander  Weems\in  delivering  these  lectures 
was  to  interest  the  Second Bombardment  Group  in  CelestiaOTavigation,  and  Major 
Herbert  A,  Dargue,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Group,  expressed  his  desire  that 
at  least  one  officer  ffom-  each  sqriadr on  specialize  and  become  expert  in  this 
subject.  The  Group  has 'ali- the;' necessary- equipment , and  whoever  is  picked  for 

• this  interesting- work- is 'promised-,  the  ftill  support , of the  Group.  ■ ■■  ' 

. • ■ ■-■■■  ■■■•  ' — pOo-—  ^ ' 

\ ■ AHTII.LlffiYiiB]N-5ECEI'VE.I^0ElkBLB  T^  '■ 

V . AT  .MiDCWELL  nSLD,  ALABAJ^'  / ’ • ''' 

d The  69th  Coast  Artillery  (Anti-Aircraft)  left  Maxwell  Field,'  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  on  March  27th,  for  Tort  McClellan^  ■Alabama,  their  home  station.  For 
•the  past  three  weeks  they "were  stationed  at  Maxwell  Field 'where  they  partici- 
pated in  an'  intensive  training'program.  .-  Being  equipped  with  the  most  modern  of 
sound  locating  devices,  searchlights  and  anti-aircraft  guns, ■ the- Artillery , 
wi-tih  the  assistance  of  ^planes  .from-:  the  22nd.  Observation  Bquadron,  conducted 
searchi'i^t  practice'  every  night'*  ,.■■ 

. Early  in  the  training  period,  a ('Bombing"  demonstration  was  staged  for  the 
general  public,  in'  \7hich  the  Alahama  State  Capitol  was  bombed  at  night  by  planes 
of  the  22nd  Squadron.  Very  pistols  and  flares  _v;ere  used  to  simulate  the 
drop-ped  bombs,  while'  the'  searchlights  were  used  in  an  endeavor  to  spot  the  planes 
before  they  could  accomplish  the  mission.  The  demonstration  was  very  success- 
ful and  elicited  much  coram.ent  from  the  spectators. 

oOo 

PURSUITEHS  IN  LAR&E  NIB/IBMS  LAFB  AT  WRIGHT  FIELD,  OHIO. 

The  largest  Pursuit  contingent  which  ever  landed  at  Wright  Field  put  in 
its  appearance  recently,  when  sixty  planes,  including  three  Transports,  arrived 
from  Selfridge  Field,  Mich-,  Majors  Brett  and  Brower  were  in  charge. 

Fqrmations,  landings  and  take-offs  v/ere  beautifully  handled,  and  the  inter- 
ested spectators  were  afforded  a fairly  comprehensive  idea  of  the  flying  to  be 
witnessed  next  v;hen  Wright  Field  and  Fairfield  will  be  the  assembling 

grounds  for  the  Air  Corps' Exercises.  This  fliglit  was,  in  fact,  practice  for 
that  occasion.  The  Pursuit  pilots  had  lunch  and  spent  the  day  at  the  Materiel 
Division,  taking  off  for  their  home  station  at  about  four  o'clock. 

oOo— 

Ife,j  or- General  J.L.  De''''^itt ,-.  Quartermaster  General  of  the  Array;  Lieut  .-Colonel 
F.  M.  Andrews,  Captains  E.E.  Adler  and  H.M.  Elmendorf  's")ent  several  days  recent- 
ly at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  connection  vdth  arrangements  for ^ the  Air 
Corps  Exercises  to  be  held  during  the  latter  part  of  Iifety,  General  Defitt  was 
the, guest  of  General  Henry  C.  Pratt,  'Chief -of  the  Materiel  Division,  while  in 
Dayton.  Captain  D .L.  Knoll,  Quartermaster  Corps,  Fort  Benjamin  Harrison,  Assis- 
tant Commandant  of  the  School  for  Cooks  and  Balsers,  also  came  to  the  field  to 
join  In  a conference  for  arrangements  for  messing  1500  officers  and  men  v/ho  will 
be  quartered  at  Wright  and  Fair.fie.ld  while  taki.ng  -ps.Tt  in  the  Air  Corps 
Exercises, 
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FIRE  E0LL017S  DEilE  Sl'ICK  LAin:iR&  OF  ROIv'iBIHG  PLA.1C3 
^ . By  A . M.  Jaco-ibs' 

m ' . ^ 

Spectacle  to  delight  the  heart  of  a smll  hoy,  hut  with  more  serious  con- 
siderations  for  the  adult  observer,  v;as  the  hurning  of  an  XLB-8  airplane  | 

(Keystone  Bomher,  powered  with  two  Pratt  and’ IThitney  geared^  "Hornet"  j 

engines)  on  March  18th  at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio.  It  was  a matter 
only  of  seconds  after  the  pilot,  Lieut.  H.G.  Crocker,  had  effected  a 
landing  that  the  huge  plane  was  enveloped  in  high-leaping  flames,  giving  him 
scarcely  time  to  apply  the  fire-extinguisher,  which  he  attempted  to  do,  and 
retreat  to  a safe  distance  to  esca^oe  being  burned. 

Most  of  those,  v/nose  attention  was  suddenly  riveted  by  the  unusual  sight 
on  the  flying  field,  did  not  Imo?/  tliat  the  fire  had  started  in  the  air  and 
that  Lieut.  Crocker,  in  the  hope  of  saving  the  plane,  had  brought  it  in  \ifith  a 
dead  stick,  his  eyes  keeping  close  watch  on  the  flames  each  minute  during  the 
flight. 

Lieut.  Crocker,  test  Tpilo't  of  the  Flying  Branch  of  the  lilateriel  Division, 
was  running  a test  for  the  purpose  of  observing  the  amount  of  vibration  set  up 

in  the  new  type  struts  which  had  been  installed  in  this  plane  as, part  of  the 

engine  mounts.  It  was  not  the  first  flight  test  of  this  equipment , and  in 
several  previous  flights  the  vibration  had  been  sufficiently  severe  tn  shake 
off  exhaust  stacks.  On  this  particular  flight  .the  vibration  v/as  excessive  and 
an  exhaust  stack  from  the  right-hand  engine  had  been  lost.  Lieut.  Crocker  was 
therefore  paying  particular  attention  to  the  right-hand  engine.  . 

The  pilot  had  been  up  about  twenty  minutes-,  running  at  various  speeds,  and 
was  flying  at  full  throttle  at  about  1500  feet"  when,  directing  his  attention 
from  the  right-hand  to  the  left-hand  engine  struts,  he  saw  flames  in  the  left- 
hand  engine  cowling.  Instantly  he  shut  off  the  gasoline,  put  the  plane  in  a 

glide,  and  considered  what  to  do.  He  was  about  three  miles  from  Wright  Field. 

He  believed  he  could  raalce  the  field  without  great  spread  of  the  flames.  Even  . 
if  the  flames  did  get  out  of  the  cowling,  they  would  probably  blow  back  across 
the  wing,  not  toward  the  cockpit.  If  the  wing  itself  burned,  of  course  the 
stability  of  the  plane  would  be  affected  and  a safe  landing  would  be  scarcely 
probable,  especially  without  power.  Also,  if  one  had  to  jump,  it  imist  be  done 
while  there  was  altitude.  But  jumping  did  not  enter  strongly  into  his  calcula- 
tions. The  chance  of  landing  the  plane  seemed  to  be  worth  the  taking,  and  the 
three-mile  glide  was  made  and  the  plane  landed  short  into  the  wind  in  a perfect 
manner.  Judgment,  confidence,  courage,  skill  were  the  attributes  which  made 
this  possible.  Test  men  such  as  Crocker  do  not  think  of  such  words  in  connec- 
tion with  themselves,  nor,  'ps^baps,  do  other  humans  who  really  possess  such 
qualifications.  They  are  unconscious  gifts.  Only  an  outsider  imy  truly  gauge 
them  at  their  best. 

What  was  the  first  cliapter  to  those  who  saw  the  plane  land,  apparently  in 
good  condition,  then  suddenly  burst  into  flames,  was  the  second  chapter  to 
Lieut,  Crocker,  Immediately  he  seized  the  fire  extinguisher  - then  \7as  forced 
to  run.  The  climax  of  the  story  was  a surprise  even  to  him.  But  his  efforts 
to  save  the  plane  proved  not  wholly  in  vain  for,  although  the  plane  itself  soon 
became  a total  loss,  the  two  engines  were  little  burned  and  can  be  salvaged. 

Lieut.  Crocker  is  one  of  the  Air  Corps'  old  reliables,  who  enlisted  in 
January,  1918.  In  1923  he  won  prominence  for  the  successful  achievement  of  the  I 
first  non-stop  flight  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Canadian  Border.  He  was 
also  among  those  Bombardment  pi?^ots  who  took  part  in  the  epoch-making  sinking 
of  the  battleships  HEW  JERSEY  and  VIRGINIA.  And  there  are  numerous  other 
flight  accomplishments  to  his  credit. 

To  the  Army  pilot,  who  after  years  of  experience  still  thinks  of  flying 
and  the  advancement  of  flying  as  the  most  worth  \7hile  thing  he  can  do  in  the 
world,  there  is  no  better  job  in  the  Air  Corps  than  that  of  test  pilot.  It 
offers  constant  pioneering  into  the  unsolved  aeronautical  problems,  constant 
whetting  of  flying  mettle,  and  constant  oioportunity  of  getting  into  the  air. 

Almost  invariably  it  has  attracted  the  type  of  officer  of  whom  the  Air  Corps 
could  Well  be  proud.  Lieut.  Crocker  belongs  there. 

oOo 

Wright  Field  airplanes  are  boasting  their  own  insignia  these  days.  It  is 
a spearhead  of  Air  Corps  blue  outlined  with  gold,  the  head  pointing  toward  the 
nose  of  the  plane  and  with  the  xvord  "Wright"  lengthwise  across  the  head  in  blue 
letters  against  a gold  background.  ' 7-6138,  A.C. 
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HOn.TOORG-AMZSA'PISTOLCLUE'' 

Lt.  J.  L.  Hitcliiiigs,  A.  C.  - ' 

(The  Pourth  Article  of  this  Series) 

^ every  Air  Corps  s.tation  where  no  o.r^anized  pistol  cluh  exists, there 
least  one  officer  who  is  seriously  dnteres ted  in  pistol  shoot- 
" and  ^70uld  like  to  start  a cliih  if  he- kne\7  how.  ■ . There  are  at 

least  a half  dozen  others  who  would  aid  in  forming  a club  if  some- 
- one  started  it.  And  there  are  additional  officers  who  \70uld  like 

to  join  one  if  it  were  organized.  Tim. s- we  have  at  every  station  a 
potential  Club  Governor,  potential  charter  raemhers,  and  potential  members.  It 
is  for  the  first  two  of  these  classes,  especially,  tliat  this  article  is 
written. 

An  outline  of  the  steps  necessary  to  form  a Club  is  as  follows: 

1.  Post  on  the  bulletin  board  a notice  stating  that  a pistol  club  is 
being  formed,  requesting  officers  interssted  to  sign. 

2.  Post  also  notices  calculated  to  arouse  general  interest  among  the 
officers.  The  Ids st  drawing  card  v;e  found- was  an  outline  of  ll.R  A.  and  U. S'.H.A, 
outdoor  competitions.  This  \7ill  be  given  in  a- later  article. 

3.  Call  a meeting  of  those  interested  at  a tim.e  calculated  to  draw  a 
crowd.  An  announcement  at  officers  call  of  a meeting  immediately  following- 
works  well.  Tell  them  that  they  are  not  obligating  themselves  for  any  money 
and  ask. them  tq  become  charter  members  of  the  Club. 

4.  When  they  assent,  urge  them  to  organize  under  one  or  both  of  the 
National  Associations,  explaining  the  cost  of  forming  each,  and  the  number  re- 
quired for  a club.  If  a su.fficient  number  agree,  your  club  is  established. 

5.  After  the  club  is  established,  elect  officers  appropriate  to  the ■ • 
Association. you  are  affiliating  with. 

6.  If  you  still  need  members  to  form  the  club,  a personal  canvass  of  the 
officers  will  get  them. 

7.  Keep  a club  book,  a score  book,  and  an  account  book. 

8.  Post  another  notice  giving  N.R.A.  and  U.S.R.A.  classifications  of  arms 
and  listing  prices  of  pistols  recommended,  stating  where  they  may  be  obtained. 
This  will  arouse  further  general  interest. 

9.  Send  for  targets.  - 

10.  When  targets  arrive,  decide  on  a range  fee  barely  large  enough  to  cover 
the  cost  of  same.  Don’t  expect  your  new  members  to  pay  large  fees,  or  to  join 
for  long  periods  of  time.  Malce  it  a rale  that  a member  pays  only  as  long  as  he 
shoots.  Tne  Chanute  Pield  Pistol  Club  charges  no  dues,  and  has  found  a range 
fee  of  25  cents  a week  satisfactory. 

11.  Order  a few  simple  prizes,  and  when  they  arrive  place  them  on  exhibi- 
tion. Excellent  prizes  may  be  bought  with  a 50^  Army  discount  from  the  Ronlet 
Co,,  Toledo,  Ohio,  who  will  gladly  send  a catalogue  on  request. 

"IP.  Hold  your  first  club  match.  Charge  moderate  entry  fees  to  cover  the 
cost  of  the  prizes.  Have  prizes  ready  and  distribute  them  on  the  spot. 

13.  .Divide  your  club  into  t^YO  teams , as  nearly  equal  as  possible.  Have 
them  fire  a shoulder- to- shoulder  match  once  a week.  If  desired,  they  can  shoot 
for  a dinner  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

14.  Send  for  rating  targets  , and  try  to  get  as  many  members  into  the  money 
as  possible.  The  day  a man  wins  his  first  medal,  he  becomes  a confirmed  match 
shooter  for  life. 

15.  Send  to  the  H.R.A.  and  U.S.R.A.  for  list  of  novice  clubs  with  which  to 
fire  pistol  matches. 

16.  Post  notices  of  prospective  matches  and  scores  of  completed  ones,  to 
arouse  general  interest.  Our  most  enthusiastic  suipporters  are  officers  who,  at 
one  time  or  another,  have  come  to  our  shoots,  as  spectators. 

17.  Arrange  V7ith  your  Information  Officer  .to  have  the  results  of  your 

matches  published  in  the  newspapers.  This  is  an  excellent  spur  to  competition 
and  helps  the  shooting  game.  - : 

18.  If  you  have  no  indoor  range,  construct  one.  It  is  easily  done. 

19.  Publish  a notice  of  N.R.A.  and  U.S.R.A.  indoor  competitions,  and  urge 
your  members  to  enter  them.  To  correspond  with  the -National  Rifle  Association, 
write  the  Secretary,  N.R.A.,  Barr  Building,  Washington,  D.C.  To  correspond 
with  the  United  States  Revolver  Association,  write  the  Secretary,  U.S.R.A., 

No,  5 Oak 'Street,  Springfield,  Mass, 
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DEATH  OF  PQPULAP.  RESERVE  OFFICER 


sudden  death  of  Lieut  .-Colonel  John  Hanley  Ijarned  at  Leavenvrorth, 
Kansas,  on  i.Iarch  21st,  removed  from  the  rahLs  of  the  Air  Corns  Reserve 
one  of  its  most  efficient  and  enthusiastic  members.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  Col.  Lamed  r/as  on  a three  months*  active  duty  tour  as  a student 
at  the  Command  and  General  Staff  School,  Fort  Leavermorth,  Kansas,  a nrivilege 
not  often  tulcen  advantage  of  by  Reserve  officers.  Kis  death  uas  a great  shock 
to  his  :mny  friends  tliroug'.iout  the  Air  Corns,  for  he  was  one  of  the  best  Imovm 
Reserve  officers  in  that  branch  of  the  Aru^. 

Keenly  enthusiastic  about  the  Air  Corns  and  evidencing  imch  pride  and 
seriousness  in  his  Reserve  Commission,  Col.  Lamed  took  advantage  of  active 
duty  tours  practically  every  year  from  the  tiiae  he  was  coimissioned  in  the  Air 
Corps  Reserve,  following  his  honorable  discharge  from  the  Array  on  January  2, 
1919.  Various  Air  Corps  officers,  under  whom  he  served  during  his  active  duty 
tours,  were  unanimous  in  declaring  him  one  of  the  most  competent  Reserve  offi- 
cers in  the  Corps,  He  successfully  completed  all  Air  Corps  and  Infantry  Cor- 
respondent courses,  the  Command  and  General  Staff  Extension  Course  and  the 
first  sub-course  of  the  Special  Staff  and  Logistics  Course. 

Col.  Lamed  ve.s  born  at  Stafford  Snrings,  Conn.,  October  9,  1887.  Edu- 
cated at  the  Stafford  Springs  Public  Schools  and  High  School,  he  afterwards 
graduated  from  Clark  University,  Worcester,  Mass.,  in  1908,  with  the  degree 
of  A .B.  He  pursued  a course  at  the  Harvard  University  Graduate  School  and 
then  made  extensive  travels  abroad,  touring  through  England,  Holland,  33elgium, 
France,  Italy,  Switzerland  and  Uestei*n  Germany. 

From  1910  to  1913,  he  was  an  Instri.ictor  in  Modern  Language  at  Lafayette 
College,  Easton,  Pa.,  and  during  the  period  from  1913  to  1917  he  was  the  head 
of  the  French  Bepartraent  of  the  Asheville  School  at  Asheville.,  H.C.,  resigning 
from  that  position  to  enter  the  second  Officers'  Training  Camp  at  plattsburg, 
H. Y.  Follo’ning  the  completion  of  that  training  camp,  he  A7as  commissioned  a 
1st  Lieutenant  in  the  Aviation  Section,  Si,  ‘ial  Corips,  ana,  after  a brief  tour 
of  duty  in  Wa.shington,  D.C.,  was  assigned,  to  Ellington  Field,.  Houston,  Texas, 
where  he  served  as  Commandant  of  Cadets,  until  his  honorable  discharge  from 
the  military  service, 

Col.  Lamed  was  commissioned  a Captain  in  the  Air  Corps  Reserve  on  Febru- 
ary 21,  1919;  promoted  to  the  grade  of  Major  on  May  26,  1923,  and  to  the  grade 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  on  October  29,  1930,  In  civil  life  he  v/as  connected 
with  the  firm  of  Henry  Disston  & Sons,  Inc.,  serving  for  a time  as  I\fenager  of 
their  ITew  York  office. 

The  heartfelt  symrpathy  of  the  Air  Corps  is  extended  to  his  sorrowing 
widow  and  his  young  daughter. 

— .oOo- — 

ARMY  AIRMEH  DISCOVER  FIRE  AFD  GIVE  ALARM  FROM  TEE  AIR 


Tlie  sharp  eyes  and  the  alertness  of  two  Army  flyers  were  the  means  of 
averting  a disastrous  fire  at  Troy,  Alabama,  according  to  a report  recently 
received  from  I^xcwell  Field,  Montgomery,  Ala. 

Lieuts.  Bruce  A.  Tyndall,  pilot,  with  Lieut.  William  B.  Clements,  Observer, 
were  performing  a reconnaissance  mission  embracing  the  territory  between  life-xwell' 
Field  and  Troy,  Alabama.  Adhering  strictly  to  the  letter  of  their  orders,  these 
Air  Corps  officers  diligently  observed,  noted,  sketched  and  accumulated  such  I 
data  as  v;ould  prove  valuable  in  time  of  war.  A sma.ll  ribbon  of  smoke  appeared  I 
in  the  residential  section  of  Troy,  and  increased  suddenly  to  such  proportions  (|| 
that  this  unusual  sight  attracted  the  eyes  of  the  Army  airmen.  Flying  low  over  H 
the  area,  they  discovered  a large  residence  aflame,  with  no  indication  that  any  | 
steps  were  being  taken  to  extingi-iish  the  conflagration.  Quick  to  realize  the 
capability  of  the  airplane  to  attract  attention,  Lieut.  Tyndall  dived  the  ship,  jb 
giving  quick  crursts  of  the  throttle.  The  reaction  was  virtually  instantaneous,  ; 
and  the  fire  department  was  rushed  to  the  scene. 

Fnen  the  airmen  returned  to  I.hx’"ell  Field,  news  was  received  at  headquar-  i • 
ters  that  their  resourcefulness  was  the  means  of  warning  the  residents  of  the  .•;jj 
fire.  Ho  one  on  the  grouid  had  noticed  it,  nor  had  the  occupants  of  the  . ,1 
dwelling.  .V,  1 

This  is  another  one  of  many  examples  tending  to  demonstrate  the  value  of  I 
Air  Corps  personnel  and  equi'Di-aent  in  time  of  peace. 
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AIEPIAK3  MODEL  LEAGUE  TO.  MEET  AT  WRIG-HT  El  ELD'; 

By  A.  M..  JacoLs  , • 


RIGHT  Eield  is  to  be  the  scene  on  June  28th  and  30th  of  the  t'wo-da,ys‘ 
animal  meeting  of  the  Airplane  Model'  League  of  America,  an  organiza- 
tion of  some  400,000  young  folks,  mostly  boys,  ranging  in  age  from 
ten  to  t\vcnt2^"One  j’-ears,  who  gather  in  large  numbers  each  year  to 
enter  in  the  League’  s contests  the.  airplane  models  which  they  have  busily  con-  ‘ 
structed  at  their  homes.  The  Dayton  .Chapter  totals  900  members,  and  about  400 
others  are  expected,  representing  appronimcately  150  of  the  Lease’s  300  cha’p- 
tens'* 


Erom  distances  as  great  as  Hawaii,  these  boys  stream  in  to  the  annual 
meets.  Some  are  sent  by  local  aeronautical  associations,  business  or  profes- 
sional clubs.,  or  boys’  clothing  stores'.  Some  come  on  "savings"  and  some  hitch- 
hike their  way.  All  carry  models  representing  their  own  ingenuity  and  handi- 
work. All  have  a hope  of  coming  in  for  the  -prize  money  and  even  of  having  the 
o-pportunity  of  flying  as  winner  to  Washington  and  being  presented  to  the 
President  and  Cabiriet  Officers.  Twice  in  the  past,  Eds  el  Ford  supplied  plane 
and  pilots  for  such  a trip,  and  announcement  has  been  made  that  he  will  do 
likewise  this  year.  Last  year,  the  American  contest  winner,  Joseph  Ehrhardt, 
17-year  old  youngster  from  St.  Louis,  was  also  sent  to  Europe  with  his  winning 
model  to  attend  the  International  Contest,  and  at  Wakefield,  England,  carried 
off  the  international  prize. 

The  League  was  organised  in  Se-pt ember,  1927,  by  the  American  Boy  Ma-gazine, 
with  the  support  of  the  National  Aero'nautic  Association,  to  further  interest 
and  knowledge  of  aviation  through  the  building  and  flying  of  scientific  model 
airplanes.  Its  roster  of  officers  contai'ns  names  to  hciunt  the  drea,ms  of  any 
air-minded  lad.  .Admiral  Richa,rd  E.  Byrd  is  honora'ry  President;  William  B. 
Stout,  President,  and  the  names  of  Clarence  D.  Chaipberlin,  Eddie  Rickenbacker 
and  Eddie  Stinson  ap-pear  on  the  list  of  Vice  Presidents. 

Three  types  of  events  calling  for  three  distinct  types  of  air-plane  models 
will  feature  the  meeting  this  year.,-  the  Scale  Model  Contest,-  the  Outdoor 
Fuselage  Model  Contest,  and  the. Outdoor  Endurance  Model  Contest.  The  Scale 
Model  Contest  is  for  small  models  of  actual  airplanes.  Tnese  are  non-flying,' 
and  stress  is  laid  on  accuracy  to  ^detail.  Tney  are  built  on  a 24-inch ' w-ing 
basis,  and  airfoil  sections,  wing  ribs,  stru.ts,  mova.ble  controls,  etc.,  must 
all  be  true  to  scale.  Some  very  beaiitiful  models  ha.ve  been  produced  for  this 
contest,  the  boys  in  some  instances  casting  each  engine  part  and  assembling 
small  engine  installations.  As  the  result  of  the  skill  he  dis-played  in  the 
model  entered,  one  youth  received  orders  for  the  construction  of  wind  tunnel 
models.  Others  have  sold  their  models  at  satisfactory  -prices. 

The  Outdoor  Fuselage  Models  entered  are  flying  models,  judged  by  their 
flying  ability.  They  nust  have  fuselages  and  must  take  off  on  their  own 
wheels.  The  model  which  won  the  international  contest  at  Waliie field  was  of 
this  type.  . „ 

Tne  Outdoor  Endurance  Model  must  have  a.  wing  area  of  125  sefuare  inches, 
although  its  fuselage  may  be  a stick.  Tliis  model  is  judged  u ion  the  length  of 
time  it  remains  in  the  air. 


Wright  Field  looks  forward  to  -playing  host  to  this  group  of  aviation  en- 
thusiasts. Tlie  science  is  still  so  new  that  even  those  with  the  widest  knowledge 
are  still  as  children  in  it,  and  our  future  teachers  may  well  lie  among  these 
youthful  contestants.  They  in  barn  must  learn  much  from' the  Materiel  Division 
during  their  stay  in  Dayton,  Morrill  Hembo.rg,  National  Secrotarj',  300  Davis 
Avenue.  Dayton,  Ohio,  may  be  addressed  for  information  regarding  the  contest 
rules,  etc. 


oOo 


GRADUATION  OF  STUDENTS  FROM  MRCH  FIELD 

A total  of  48  students  (47  Flying  Cadets  and  one  Uoncommissioned  Officer 
training  in  grade)  graduated  from  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Plying  School,  March 
j Field,  Riverside,  Celif . , on  Fe'eru-arj’-  20th  last.  An  aerial  review  was  given 
I ^y  the  members  of  the  graduating  class.  After  the  review,  the  graduation  ex- 
j ercises 'were  held  in  Hangar  No.  4,  and  appropriate  speeches  were  made  by  the 
Commandant  and  the  Assistant  Comma-nda'nt . The  aerial  review  was  witnessed  by 
ap-proximately  3000  civilians  from  the  surrounding  cities. 
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LiUTGLSY  I^ISLD  ATTACICSD  BY  MBCHAITIZIilD  UM)  FORCE 
By  Lioutonant  J.  D.  Barker,  Air  Coros 


KE  Mechanized  Force,  A^/ith  one  Battalion,  S4th  Infantry,  motorized,  attach- 
ed, stationed  at  Fort  Eastis,  Va. , conducted  a field  exercise  on  March 
12th  for  the  purpose  of  developin';';  the  tactics  of  mechanized  and  motorized 
units  in  the  execution  of  a raid  on  hostile  rear  installations.  Ihe  objec- 
tive of  the  force- Avas  the  Balloon  hangar,  at  Langley  Field,  Va. 

A situation  was  dravm  where  the  Blues  (south  of  the  James  River)  were  en- 
gaged with  the  Reds  several  miles  soxith  of  that  river.  The  Blue  Mechanized 
Force  (reinforced)  concentrated  at  Richmond  and  moved  sou.th  in  execution  of  its  ' 

mission  of  raiding  Langley  Field. - The  assumption  was  made  that  Langley  Field 
.was-  guarded  By  one  Battalion  of  Red  troops. 

The  Meclianized  Force  and  attached  -omits  moved  from  Fort  Eustis  at  S:00  a.m. 

By  vai’ious  routes  on  Langley  Field,  and  concentrated  within  a mile  of  Langley 
Field  Before  de^ylight,  with  a vieA?  to  launching  a coordinated  attack  at  dawn. 

Three  one-hour  missions  were  flown  By  Langley  personnel  to  observe  and  report 
on  the  movement  of  the  raiding  force.  The  observers  were  equipped  with  the 
Driggs  Faber  observation  para.clmte  flare,  developed  By  the  International  Flare 
and  Signal  Company.  .Each  mission  located  one  or  more  of  the  major  elements  of 
the  raiding  force.  -The  first  and  second  missions  feond  the  coluAins  as  they 
moved  along  the  road;  the  third  mission  located  the  ccnccntrat jonarea.  It  v/as 
necessary  in  each  case  to  resort  to  the  use  of  the  flares,  although  the  tank- 
carriers,  located  on  a Avhite  shell  road,  coiAld  Be  seen  a.t  about  1,000  feet 
T/ithout  flares. 

The  neA7  Briggs  flare  proved  very  handy  to  use  and  very  effective  in  results. 
The  Best  results  would  Be  exnected  when  fired  at  about  1,000  feet.  But  to  avoid 
the  fire  hazard,  it  was  necessary  to  fire  them  abo'ut  2,000  feet.  The  illumina- 
tion lasted  for  sBoirt  three-miirutes  and  was  sufficiently  Bright  to  afford  good 
observation  of  all  roads  and  trails  and  open  fields  over  an  area  of  approximate-  j 
ly  one  male  square. 

Shortly  after  daATii  the  tanlis,  preceded  By  armored  cars,  and  suroorted  By 
artillery,  launched  an  attack  as  planned.  After  the  attack  the  Langley  obser- 
vers were  guests  for  Brealsfast  A7ith  the  officers  of  the  -Mechanized  Force. 

oOo 

T7RIGHT  FIELD  AIRi/IEE  SEOWBOUl© 

March  came  in  like  a lion,  as  far  as  Major  John  B.  Reaerdau  and  Ca-ptain  j, 

Reuben  C.  Moffat,  Air  Corps,  A7ere  concerned.  Talcing  off  from  Mitchel  Field,  j 

N.Y.,  for  Wright  Field,  Ba-yton,  Ohio,  on  March  9th,  they  ran  into  thick  weather  \ 
and  snoA7.  Captain  Moffat,  checking  carefully  each  landing  field  along  the  | 

route,  decided  he  would  go  as  fap  as  he  dared  into  the  no-man' s-land  flying  ( 

country  of  Pennsylvania  and  then  turn  Back  and  come  down  on  the  last  field  ' 'I 

checked  if  the  going  proved  too  rough.  Tims  eventually  they  returned  to  DuBois,  jj 
Pa.  Yfind  had  swept  the  field  -fairly  :clear  of  the  heavy  snow  that  was  falling,  ' | 

and  no  difficulty  vias  experienced  in  landing,  Eor  A^as  tliere  difficulty  in 
getting  an  automobile  ride  Back  to  tOAmi.  Tnen,  hov;ever,  the  f-un  commenced. 

Heavy  snoA?  drifts  Blocked  the  road  to  such  an  extent  that  all  hands  had  to  i 
get  out  and  heave  to  with  shovels  to  dig  out  the  can.'  They  shoveled  for  an 
hour,  then  had  to  get  a team  of  mules'  to  -mil  them  out  of  the  drifts.  Satirists  : 

might  Avell  have  ca-pitalized  on  that  return  to  the  -'jrimitlve  - from  aviation  to 

the  mule  - But,  fortunately,  all  satirists  A^ere  snugly  smoking  indoors  By  roar-  i 
ing  log  fires.  It  -proved  to  Be  the  heaviest  snowfall  of  -the  year  for  BuBois, 
keeping  the  tv/o  officers  grounded  from  Mbndaj^  until  Thursday,  Before  they  could  i 
return  to  Wright  Field. 

Although  snow  Avas  Piled  high  all  about  the  cduntryside , the  wind  had  Been 
kind  enough  to  clear  the  field  for  them  for  a comfortable  talce-off,  and  in  due 
course  of  time  they  arrived  at  their  home  station, 

— -oOo— 

Major  E.  G.  Re  inart  z , Flight  Surgeon  at  .’Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  spent 
practically  the  entire  month  of  February  at;  West. Point,  N.Y.,  making  a physical 
examination  of  students  of  the  U.S.  Military  Academy  who  submitted  applications  : 
for  flying  -training. 
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A THRILLING  RESCUE  HIGH  IN  THE  AIR 


PROPOS  of  the  fecent  jVisit  to  the  Primary  Plying  School  at  Brooks  Pield, 
Mm  San  Antonio,.  Texas,  , of  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Pred  Lund,  of  Troy,  Ohio,  at 
M^%vihidh  time  the  former  gave  an  exhibition  of  aerial  acrobatics  uhich  was 
one  of  tha  best  ever  witnessed  at  the  field,  the  News  Letter  Correspon- 
dent , touching  on  the  fact  that  Mrs.  Lund  is  the  holder  of  two  world’s 
records  - altitude  flight  for  Y/omen  and  the  greatest  number  of  consecutive 
barrel  rolls  - is  reminded  that  among  the  interesting  personages  of  Brooks 
Pield  there  is  one,  a diminutive,  unassuming  woman  who  v^as.the  leading  figure 
in  a dramatic  and  record-breaking  event,  the  like  of  which  has  had  nO  prece- 
dent and  since  that  time  no  repetition. 

The  Brooks  Field  Correspondent  goes  on  to  say  that, although  this  thrill- 
ing event  is  now  relegated  to  the  annals  of  the  past,  it  is  still  interesting 
to  hear  the  story  from  the  lips  of  the  person  who  v/as  the  central  figure.  She 
is 'Mrs,  Jensen,  Y/ife  of  Staff  Sergeant  Jensen,  of  Brooks  Field,  but  at  that, 
time  Miss  Rosalie  Gordon,  famops  already  as  a stunt  performer. 

The  adventure  which  befell  the  then  Miss  Gordon,  which  was  supposed  to  be 
a stunt  performance,  was  anything  but  that  and  culminated  in  a most  trying  and 
nerve-racking  episode  for  a period  of  over  half  an  hour,  during  which  her  life 
was  at  stake  and  the  lives  of  others  were  placed  in  jeopardy  in  various  at- 
temps  made  to  effect  her  rescue. 

Miss  Gordon  planned  to  make  a parachute  jump  from  4,000  feet,  and  when 
the  plane  reached  that  altitude  and  she  jumped  out,  she  found  her  parachute 
held  fast  by  shrunken  ropes  which  contrived  to  cause  her  body  to  dangle  help- 
lessly high  in  the  air,  held  only  by  a small  rope  the  size  of  an  electric 
light  cord.  Mrs.  Jensen’s  story  was  as  follows: 

"I  was-raascot  of  the .36th  Division,  Air  Service,  and  in  an  exhibition  to 
be  given  for.  the  benefit  of  the  Reserve  Fund,  I offered  to  do  a parachute 
jump.  I had  been  wing  walking  several  years,  but  this  was  to  be  my  first 
jump.  1 was,  given  a Hardi,&g  Exhibition  parachute,  balloon  bell  pack,  viith  a 
small  rope  around  the  end  pack.  Just  before  I went  up,  it  had  been  raining 
heavily,  and  right  afterv/ard  a picture  concern  asked  permission  t a take  a pic- 
ture of  myself  and the  parachute. 

Subjecting  the.  ‘chute  to  the  damp  v;eather  caused  the  ropes  holding  the 
ring,  of  the  parachute  to  shrink,  and  the  ring  then  could  not  release  the  bag. 
Clyde  Pangborn  was  piloting  the  plane  in  which  I went  u'p,  and  Captain  Milton 
Girton  sat  in  the.  cockpit  vdth  me  at  the  time  I made  the  jump.  When  the  -plane 
had  ascended  to  the  hei^it  of  4,004  feet,  the  signal  Y/as  given,  and  I jumped 
overboard.  It  was  -pouring  dovni  rain,  having  just  started  after  I left  the 
airplane. 

Then,  for  a terrible  minute,  I realized  that  my  chute  had  not  openedl  I 
was  possessed  of  panic  for  a few  minutes.  This  was  re-placed  by  the  conviction 
that  I taust  do  all  that  lay  at  hand  to  save  my  life,  in  the  meanvrhile, 

Captain  Girton,  alarmed  at  my  -predicament,  leaned  over  and  began  hauling  u-p 
the  ro^DS.  But  his  strength  proved  inadequate  and  he  Y/as  forced  to  release 
the  rope  and  I dropped  again.  !Ihen  the  rjilot,  Clyde  Pangborn,  dived  for  the 
ground  and  took  me  across  the  field  about  eighteen  feet  from  the  ground  to 
appeal  for  help.  Several  determined  to, lend  aid,  among  them  being  Lieutenant 
Strickland,  who  was  stationed  at  Kelly  Field,  flying  a Morse  machine;  Tommy 
Thonpson,  civilian  pilot,,  taking  Freddie  Lund,  my  teacher  and  s-ponsor;  Lieut. 
Lewis  Gross,  Air  Reserve,  and  Major  B.  A.  law  - all  Y/ell- known  fliers. 

Thirteen  planes,  in  all,  took  the  air  in  the  attempt  to  assist  in  my 
rescue.  All  these  -planes  circled  around  me,  but  .It  seemed  that  there  was 
nothing  they  could  do,  Lieut*  Strickland  evolved  a -plan  whereby  he  would  fly 
his  small  Thomas-Morse  airplane  into  the  Houston  channel,  land  in  the  water, 
and  then  have  my  -pilot  cut  me  loose  and  allow  me  to  drop  into  the  water,  when 
Lieut.  Strickland  would  pick  me  up.  This  plan  may  have  been  feasible  - I do 
not  know,  but  I refused  it,  for  the  reason  that  I am  deathly  afraid  of  the 
water. 

Not  everybody  understood  the  cause  of  my  predicament.  Freddie  Lund, 
flying  by  in  another  plane,  held  a barlow  knife  in  his  hand  with  which  he 
planned  to  sever  the  small  rope  that  sup-ported  my  body  in  its  helpless  dangle. 

Very  quickly  I signed  with  my  hands  the  position  of  my  parachute,  and  he 
then  tossed  the  knife  to  me,  I missed  the  knife  by  about  two  inches.  Had  I 
cau^t  it  , I would  have  attempted  to  cut  the  small  rope  arotmd  the  top  of  the 
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parachute  pack.  Then,  the  only  plan  of  which -Freddie  could  thinlc  was.  to  make 
a chaiit^e  o-f  planes . Lieut.  Lund  felt  an  instructor's  responsibility  for  a 
student,  and  was  determined  to  leave  nothing  undone  to  effect  my  rescue.  He 
made  the  change,  'but  in  doing  so  Imd  no  s^fei^y  devices  such  as  ladders  or  ropes, 
and,  to  add  to  the  danger,  he  was  wearing  Cavaljry  boots. 

I sliall  never  forget  the  sudden  silence  that  -rushed  about  me  when  Tommy 
Thompson,  piloting  Freddie  Lund,  cut  his  motor  and  hollered  to  Clyde  Pangborn,  j 
piloting  our  plane,  tliat  Freddie  was  going  to  make  a change  from  his  plane  to  | 
the  other.  Tommy  fle\7  his  plane  only  four  feet  from  the  plane  piloted  by  I 

Clyde  Pangborn,  and  under  it,  so  that  Freddie,  standing  on  the  top  wing  of  ' ! 

his  plane,  jumped,  to  the  lower  wing  of  our  plane,.  He  then  joined  Captain  || 

Girton  on  the  landing  gear.  Captain  Girton,  in  the  meanwhile,  had  continued  |!j 
to  haul  up  my  rope  and  tie  it  to  the  landing  gear.  They  combined  in  the  ;, 

hauling  process,  but  their  pooled  strength --proved ■ insufficient.  Then  Lieut,  I 

Lund  changed  seats  with  the  -pilot,  Clyde  Pangborn,  and  the  latter,  in  turn,  |ii 

came  down  and  began  hauling  me  up.  He  succeeded  in  lifting  liie  to  the  top  of  ll 

the  parachute  bag  but,  because  of  the  limited  s-pace  on  the.  clearance,  and 
with  t wo  men  already  standing  upon  it,  it,  v;as  impossible  to  lift  me  to  where  I 
I could  also  have  fo'ond  standing  room  on  it,  the  clearance  being  only  18  || 

inches  between  the  T/heels,  and  the  parachute  bag  being  three  feet  injcircum-  j 

ference,  I cannot . say  that  I was  frightened-  - actual  fright  seemed  to  be,  out  j 

of  my  mind,  ,v;hi.ch 'W'as  bent  solely  on  being  rescued,,  , , ii 

I could  sense  Freddie's  exhaustion  in  the  swa-ying  and  staggering  of  the-  j 

■plane  as  he  -piloted  it,  completely  worn  out.  It  , seemed  that  attempts  to  res-  j 

cue  me  were  to  be  futile,  when  I hit  upon  a plan,  , as  if  by  ins'piration,  I j 

hollered -up  at  Pangborn  to  put  his  foot  do\7n,  and  as  he  sat  astride  the  j 

s'preader  bar  with  one  foot  dangling  while  Captain  Girton -sat  in  the  same  manner 
on  the  other  side  with  his  foot  ,1'ianging,  I .caught  hold- of  the  toes  of , both  j 

shoes  with  my  fingers  and ;pu.lled. myself  up,  , Wlien  I was  to  where  they  could.,, 
reach  me,  they  grasi3ed  me  under  the  arms  and  cut  the  parachute  loose.  Even. in 
the  midst  of  this  precarious  situation,  I was -.forced  to  smile  at  an  araasing 
incident  connected  with  this  final  act  of  my  rescue,  Mr,  Pangborn,  in  his  .ef-  I 
fort  to  prevent  dropping  me,  zealously  caught  me  by  the  trousers  and  -propelled  i 
me  almost  over  the  spreader  bar  and  out  across  the  cross-wires  which,  of  ■ 

course,  would  have -meant  instant  death.  After  I v/as  lifted  to  the  spreader  I 

bar,  I was  asked  if  I vras  able  to  crawl  up  into  the  coclqDit,  but  -I  found  my  | 

strength  unequal  to  this  additional  tax  upon  it,  so  Captain  Girton  , and  I hung  |j 

onto  the  landing  gear,-  vrhile  Clyde  Pangborn  returned  to  the  cocicoit -and  took  . 

over  the  controls  from  Freddie  Lund,  while  Freddie  crawled  into  the  front,  ■ 

YIe  landed  after  forty- three  minutes:  of  the  most  ^trying  ordeal  any  of  us 
avei?  experienced.  Tlien,  upon  landing,  another  cause  for  excitement  ■ -presented  ■ | 

itself  to  us  - we  had  gas  to, last  only  for.  three  minutes  longer  nf  flight  I"  j. 

---oOo—  „ : ; . ' |l 

LIEUT.  FOGG'S  FLIGHT  TO  HO.HSE  ISLMIL,  H.F.  ' • ' ' ' ‘ 

Lieut.  Hobert  Fogg,  better  loiovm.  as  Hob  Fogg,,  a member  of  the  Air  Corps 
Reserve,  was  again  the  first  pilot  to  arrive  at  the  .scene  of  a news  event. 

First  it  wa,s  the  Bremen  .story  at  Greenly  Island,  which  story  he  related  to  the 
Hew  "England  Air  Corps  .Reserve  Office.rs’  Association  recently,  and  now  it  is 
the  Viking  disaster  scene.  ..  . , > 

Bob  hoxo-ped  off  from  his  commercial  airport  at  Concord,  H.H.,  Saturday.  j 

March  23rd,,  24  hours  after  fernt.Balchen  ha.d  set  out  from  Boston  with  a -rescue  |, 
plane.  While  lichen  was- at  St*  Johns,  H.F. , Bob  hastened  on  to  Hampden  Bay, 
where  he  obtained  more  -gasoline.  Continuing  f rom  ;th8.t  point.,  he  arrived  over  ■ 
Horse  Island  on  Monday  with  his  two  uhotograuhers  all  set  to  tal?e  pictures  for  , j 
Paramount  Hews  and  the  -press  services,  , i; 

Having  been  told  tha.t  the  ice  would  be  smooth,  Bobb  Fogg  set  the  plane,  a |! 
Wri^t-powered  .Waco,  dovm  on,.,Pfhat  .appeared  to  be  a great  area.  Evidently,  he 
had  become  partially,  snow-bl,ind,-  as,  rough,  sect ionp  of  the  icy  surface,  ripped  |, 
his  skiis  into  ..bits, . The-  ship  was  thrown  forward  as  it  cartwheeled.- and  j 

dragged  a wing.  ....  ' 

Ascertaining  that,  no  boats,  would  reach  the.  Island  for  nearly  two  months,  ^ 
he  began  to  make  emergency  re-pa,-irs.  With  the  help,  of  the  natives  and  the  two 
cameramen,  Lieut.  Fogg  managed  to  make  temporary  skiis  and  to  patch  the  torn 
fabric  on  his  wings.  Taking  off  with  light  load,  he  circled  the  Island  and 
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set  the  ship  dovm  on  a rnach  better  area  which  had  been  obscured  before  by  fofj. 
After  securing  all  necessary  photos,  he  returned  to  Concord,  IT.H.,  with  the 
two  cameramen.  . . ■ ^ 

oOo 

SZCOl'ID  hOUmSjJimT  group  starts  THAIRIITG  for  MAITEUYERS 

The  Second  Eombardment  Group,  Langley  Field,  Va.  , iias  started  formation 
training  incident  to  engaging  in  the  Air  Corps, Maneuvers  this  spring.  Thus 
far  these  activities  have  been  confined  to  unit  training  and  squadron  training. 

. Tlie  plan  is  to  form  units  of  three,  assigning  ships  to  each  man  with  the 
object  in  viev;  of  allowing  these  men  to  fly  together  in  the  same  ships  at  all 
times.  Each  squadron  will  consist  of  three  units,  and  the  leaders  will  be  the 
same  and  fly  in  the  same  position  at  all; times.  In  this  way  it  should  be 
possible  to  take. off,  fly  the  different  positions  and  types  of  formation  and 
land  without  any'irearranged  signals.  , 

Hrie  personnel  at  La.,  ley  Field  has  been  changed  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  start  right  at  the  Ijottom  and  give  each  individual  com- 
plete training.  The  Hews  Letter  Corres’^ondent  is  of  the  opinion  that  by  the 
time  the  maneuvers  are  scheduled  to  start  the .2nd  Bombardment  Group  should.be 
able  to  put  a formation  in  the  field  that  will  be  second;. to  none, 

oOO' 

■ ' M CIASS  AT  AEVAHC ED  FLYIHG  SCHOOL  .. 

The  present  class  at  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying.  School  at  Kelly  Field, 
Texas,  began  training  on  Iferch  4th.  The  class  numbers  103  students,  about 
eqT:ially  divided  from  Iferch  and  Brooks  Fields.  Five  officers  of  the  Re^lar 
Army  are  members  of  the  class,  viz:  Major  H.A.  Strauss,  1st  Lieut s.  Charles  ?•. 
Cabell,  and  Robert  C.  Oliver,  2nd  Lieuts.  Roy  H.  Guertler  and  Harold  Q.  Huglin, 
also  three  foreign  officers.  Captain  ^rd  von  Massow  (Germany),  Cauta.in  Tomas 
M.  Letona  (Guatemala),  and  Captain  Ricardo  Rodas  (Guatemala);  94  Flying.  Cadets,, 
and  one  Staff  Sergeant  who  is  ta.king  the  training,  in  grade.;; 

The  students  are  from  thirty-three  different  States. and  tvra  foreign 
countries.  CaJifornia  with  eighteen  and  Texas  pith  twelve -.lead  in  number  of 
students  from  one  State.  Tlie  Attack  Section  has  eighteen  students  assigned  to 
that  specialty  for  training;  the  Bombardment  Section  has  the  same  number;- 
Observation  has  a total  of  twenty-seven,  a:.id  Pu.rsuit  laas  forty. 

— oOo - , ' 

BROOKS  FIELD  OiTICiffi  .RESCUES  SCHOOL  CHILD  FROM  COYOTE.  'V.,  ‘ , 

In  one  of  the  most  peculiar  occurrences  on  record.  Major  Benjamin  B. 
Warriner,  Director  of  the  School  of  Aviation  Medicine  of  Brooks  Field,  effect- 
ed the  rescue  of  a seven-year  old  school  child  recently,  when  a half  gro\7n 
coyote  attacked  the  boy  on  his  xiair  to  school.  The  school  bus  had  just  arrived 
at  Major  Warriner* s residence  at  1415  Highland  Boulevard  to  convey  the  young  . 
daughter  of  the  medical  officer  to  school,  when  she  returned  to  the  house 
screaming  and  brought  Major  Warriner  to. the  scene,  a large  enclosure  adjacent 
to  his  residence.  Major  Warriner  had  taken  up  a gun,  upon  hearing  the  screams 
of  his  daughter,  but  found  that  he. dared  nqt  use  the  w'eapon  for  fear  of  kill- 
ing the  child  also.  Instead,  he  clubbed  the  coyote  with  the  butt  of  the 
pistol,  until  the  animal  released. the  boy.  Deep  lacerations  and  scratches  over 
the  face  and  body  of  the  small  victim  resulted,  and  doctors  at  the  Santa  Rosa  . 
Hospital  T/here  he  was  conveyed  follov;ing  the  occurrence,  stated  that  his 
jugular  vein  had  barely  escaped  the  vicious  teeth  of  the  animal. 

The  head  of  the  coyote  was  sent  to  the  Pasteur  Institute  at  Austin, Texas, 
for  examination  to  determine  the  possibility  of  rabies.  The  presence  of  the 
coyote  in  the  nei^borhood  remains  a mystery. 

— oOo — - ' 

Captain  Franlc  D.  Hackett  recently  led  a formation  of  Bombers  on  a night 
navigation  mission  from  Langley  Field  to  Richmond  and  Washington,  13  pilots 
and  22  enlisted  men  participating  in  this  flight.  Due  to  a heavy  haze,  it  was 
necessary  to  fly  at  a laigh  altitude,,  T^'l^i.ch  made  the  trip  very  gruelling  due  to 
the  excessive  cold. 
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WHERE  AEE  OUR  "ACES"  ? 


OME  thirty  war-time  "Aces,"  men  who  were  credited  with  at  least  five 
victories  over  enemy  aircraft  during  the  last  war,  v/ere  lost  track  of 
during  the  past  several  years  and  their  whereabouts  are  now  unknown. 

The  Information  Division,  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  is  very 
desirous  of  establishing  contact  with  these  "War  Birds,"  whose  deeds  of 
valor  brought  so  much  glory  to  themselves  as  well  as  to  the  American  Air  Force. 

At  the  present  time  the  only  war  time  "Aces"  whose  whereabouts  are  defin- 
itely kno’.-vn  are  the  few  who  are  still  serving  with  the  Air  Corps,  Regular  Army; 
those  who  are  members  of  the  Air  Corps  Reserve,  and  those  7/ho  are  now  prominent 
in  the  field  of  commercial  aviation.  At  least  five  "Aces,"  who  were  living 
at  the  time  the  Armistice  was  signed,  have  since  died.  Ca^^tain  Field  E.Kindley 
was  killed  on  February  1,  1920,  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  in  an  airplane  accident. 
Lieut.  Zeno  R.  Ivliller,  while  a member  of  the  Air  Corps  Reserve  on  inactive 
status,  died  on  July  22,  1922.  The  manner  of  his  death  is  unknown  to  the 
Information  Division.  Captain  John  0.  Donaldson  Was  killed  in  an  airplane  acci- 
dent during  th  .mierican  Legion  Air  Races  at  Philadelphia  on  September  7,  1930. 
Lieut.  Paul  Baer  was  killed  in  an  airplane  accident  in  China  on  December  9, 

1930.  Captain  Wm.  P.  Erwin  was  lost  at  sea  in  August,  1927,  during  the  course 
of  his  heroic  attempt  to  find  some  trace  of  the  missing  Dole  Flyers  who  had 
attempted  to  cross  the  pacific  from  California  to  Hawaii. 

Tilhere,  however,  are  the  following?  Tlie  Editor  of  the  Hews  Letter  would 
like  to  hear  from  them.  Are  they  still  flying  or  otherwise  actively  engaged  in 
aviation?  Do  any  readers  of  the  News  Letter  knov/  of  their  whereabouts?  If, 
unfortunately,  any  of  them  have  passed  to  the  Great  Ifeyond,  information  would 
be  appreciated  as  to  when  they  died  and  where  they  are  buried. 


Jacques  Swaab 
Henry  R.  Clay 
Jesse  0.  Creech 
Clinton  Jones 
Charles  J.  Biddle 
Leslie  J.  Rummel 
Summer  Sewall 
William  H.  Stovall 
Arthur  R.  Brooks 
Edward  P.  Curtiss 
Mirray  K.  Guthrie 
Frank  K.  Hayes 
Howard  C.  Knotts 
John  K.  McArthur 


New  York 
Fort  Worth 
Washington 
San  Francisco 
Philadelphia 
Nev/ark,  N.J. 
Bath.i  Me , 
Stovall,  Miss. 


Minneapolis. 
Chicago. 
Carlinville, 111 
Entiat , Wash. 


Wm,  T.  Ponder 
Kenneth  L.  Porter 
Jerry  C.  Vasconcelles 
R.  deB.  Vernaiir 
William  T.  Ba.dham 
Harold  R.  EuclcLey 
Everett  R.  Cook 
Chas,  0.  Gray 
James  Knowles 
Frederick  E.  Luff 
Orville  A.  Ralston 
John  J.  Seerley 
Robert  M.  Todd 
Rodney  D,  Williams 


Mangum,  Okla. 
Dowagiac,  Mich. 
Denver,  Colo, 
New  York 
Bi  rmingham , Ala. 
Agwam,  Mass. 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
long  Is land, NY 
Chicago 
Cleveland,  0. 
Ainsworth,  Neb. 
Chicago . 
Cincinnati. 
State sau,  Wis. 


oOo-— 


77TH  PDRSUIT  SQUA-DRON  FULLY  ORGANIZED 

The  77th  Pursuit  Squadron,  stationed  at  Mather  Field,  Sacramento,  Calif., 
with  1st  Lieut.  Walter  E.  Richerds,  Air  Corps,  in  command,  has  emerged  from  its  i 
state  of  basic  organization  and  is'  now  practically  completed  insofar  as  person- 
nel  and  equipment  are  concerned.  Of  the  fifteen  recent  graduates  from  the 
Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  who  were  assigned  to  Mather  Field  fori 
station,  the  follov/ing  t/ere  assigned  to  the  77th;  : 

2nd  Lieuts.  Lynn  H.  Phillips,  Philo  0.  Rasmussen,  Albert  C.  Reed,  Frahl^lin  ^ 
L.  Shroyer,  Albert  W.  Steinbeck,;  Laurence  M.  Williams  and  Maurice  C.  Williams. 

The  following-named  officers, .who  recently  arrived  from  Rockwell  Field, 
Coronado,  Calif.,  were  also  assigned  to  the  77th  Squadron;  2nd  Lieuts,  John  J. 
Mulvey,  Virgil  W.  Vaughan,  Lake  Moore,  Jr.,  and  Paul  B.  Balfour. 

Thus  far  ten  P-12  Pursuit  -planes  were  delivered  to  the  Squadron,  and  seven  \ 
more,  ready  for  delivery  at  the  Air  Depot,  v/ill  be  ferried  to  fether  Field  in  I 
the  near  future.  With  the  above  mentioned  assignment  of  officers,  and  after  a 
month’s  continuation  of  the  intensive  training  nov;  in  session,  the  77th  will  be  ‘ 
primed  and  ready  to  hold  its  ov/n  in  the  "Big  Parade"  in  May. 

oOo- 

Construction  work  on  43  sets  of  noncommissioned  officers’  quarters  pud  a . 
Noncommissioned  officers  bachelor  building  has  begun  et  Wheeler  Field,  T.H.,-  and  i 
the  contract  for  the  officers’  quarters  v/ill  be  let  shortly. 
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Gi^TAIU  BLSSSLEY  JOIiTS  l’H3  CAYE3PILLAII  CLUB 
'By  the  Self  ridge  Field  Correspondent 

§UCE  agaiS  "the  silk  that  saves"  demonstrated  its  value  to  members  of  Uncle 
Sam's  figh-ting  aerial  forces  wlien  Captain  R.C.W.  Blessley,  Army --Jtir  Corps, 
at  present  Commanding  Officer  of  the  27th  Parsuit  Squadron  of  the  First 
Pursuit  Group  at  Selfridge  Field,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich,,  was  forced  to  "bail 
out"  at  the  extremely  low  altitude  of  300  feet,  after  Tsaging  an  unsuccessful 
battle  to  regain  control  of  his  airplane  which  had  gone  into  an  outside  or  in- 
verted spin  at  the  height  of  3,000  feet. 

On  the-  afternoon  of  March  23rd,  Captain  Blessley  was  leading  his  Squadron 
in  formation  practice, preparing  for  the  coming  Air  Corps  Maneuvers  on  the  East 
Coast,  and  was  performing  wliat  is  known  as  the  180  degree  or  Iramelman  turn. 
During  this  maneuver,  the  plane,  is  pulled  upward  and  over  on  its  back  as  in 
the  start  of  a loop.  Instead  of  completing  the  loop,  however,  the  plane, 
when  in  the  inverted  position,  is  then  roll.ed  over  right  side  up.  The  Captain 
got  his  ship  over  on  its  back  "okay,"-  but.. from  then  on  things- went  "haywire," 
the  plane  going  into  an  outside  spin,  which  means  that  the  pilot  is  on  the 
outside  of  the  turn,  centrifugal  force  tending  to  throw  him' away  from  the 
plane  and  against  his  safety  belt. 

Captain  Blessley  stuck. to  his  ship,  however,  trying  every  possible  posi- 
tion of  his  controls  before , finally  deciding  to  j-ump  at  the  extremely  low  alti- 
tude of  300  feet,  ' ‘ 

When  in  an  outside  spin,  all  a pilot  has  to  do  to '"jump"  is  to  release 
his  safety  belt.  Centrifugal  force  does  the  rest ,' sending  him  out  from  the 
ship  like  a pellet  from  a small  boy's  sling  shot.  Counting  three.  Captain 
Blessley  then  -oulled  his  rip  .cord,  causing  the  silk  folds  of  his  parachute  to 
billow  out  behind  him. and  let  him  gently  down  on  the  roof  of -a  barn,  from 
which  perch  he  promptly  fell  off,  causing  no  more  damage  than  a slightly 
sprained  ankle,  however,  Not  more  than  100  yards  distant  lay  the  once  grace- 
ful little  single-seater  Rirsuit  plane,  now  reduced  to  a "'Junkman’s  Paradise," 
Such  is  the  toll  of  progness,  but  we  hope  that  the  death  agonies  of  the 
gallant  little  fitting  plane  will  not  have  been  in  vain,  and -from  them  we  hope 
to  learn  that  which  will  prevent  similar  violent  ends  to  ah^i.its  fellows. 

MORE  CATERPILLARS 


The  official  re-port  covering  the  emergency  parachute  j-ump  of  2nd  Lieut. 
Charles  D.  Fator,  Air  Corps,  who  joined  the  Caterpillar  Club  on  February  8th, 
shows  that  this  young  officer  had  the  strongest  reasons  in  the  world  for 
deserting  his  airplane  in  the  quickest  ipossible  time,  trusting  to  his  "bit  of 
silk"  to  save  his  life. 

Flying  from  I^rch  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  Lieut.  Fator,  when  about  two 
miles  south  of  Whitewater,  Calif.,  suddenly  became  conscious  of  the  fact  that 
his  plane  was  on  fire.  He  states  in  his  re-port: 

"I  noticed  a flash,  then  an  orange  flame  from  below  into  the  left  of  the 
main  gas  tank.  The  fire  turned  a blue  and  heat  became  terrific.  I thought 
that  the  -gas  tank  would  explode  and  decided  to  jump,  as  the  fire  seemed  to 
get  beyond  control." 


Lieut.  Fator  stood  up  on  his  seat,  stepped  up  on  the  covding  and  dove  out 
on  the  right  side,  "lliy  first  sensation  after  I j-umiped,"  Lieut,  Fator  continued, 
"was  a wind  blast  which  blew  me  away  from  the  ship,  and  I seemed  to  pass  below 
and  avray  from  the  tail  of  the  plane.  I had  a sensation  of  great  accelleration, 
rapidly  feeling  lighter,  I "then  remembered  to  pull  the  rip-cord,  and  looked 
for  it  and  grasped  the  ring  with  a hard  pull,  drawing  the  cord  completely  out 
of  its  sheath.  At  first,  nothing  seemed  to  ha--ppen,  and  then  there  was  a tug 
at  my  harness,  then  a ripping  sound  as  the  tie -down  threads  broke.  I felt  a 
terrific  jerk  and.  then  the  chute  opened;,.  I wondered  what  kept  the  risers  and 
shroud  lines  from  snapping,  I looked  around  to  see  where  the  plane  was  and 
the  nature  of  the  co-untry  below  me.,!'  . j 

Scratches  about  the  face  and  left  angle  from  landing  on  jagged  rocks  of  a 
mountain  were  the  extent  of  the  injuries  sustained  by  Lieut.  Fator  as  the  re- 
^It  of  his  jump.  The  plane  crashed  near  the  top  of  a mountain  studded  with 
jagged  rocks.  It  struck  the  mountain  side  head-on,  and  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  the  plane  was  intact  from  the  bay  just  in  front  of  the  front  cockpit 
to  the  tail.  V-6158,A.C. 


Second  Lieut*  Heginald  P.C.  Vance,  Air  Corps,  stationed  at  Langley  Field,  ; 

Va. , is  another  Caterpillar  Cliih  memher  v/ho,  according  to  the  official  report  i 

he  suhniitted,  is  apparently  cojivinced  that  brevity  is  the  soul  of  wit.  He  used 
less  than  a hundred  words. in  telling  his  story  of  the',''j;ump.  . Time  was  in  the 
early  history  of  the  Caterpillar  Club  when  an  official,  report  on  an  emergency 
parachute  juinp  covered  some  three  or  four  pages  of  letter-size  pamper,  closely 
typed. 

From  Lieut.  Vance’s  close  imitation  of  a telegraphic  report,  it  is  gather- 
ed that,  while  flying  an  A-3  Attack  plane  over  Smithfield,  H.C.,  on  February 
27,  at  about  2;45  p.m. , the  fuel  connection  broke;  that  thereafter  for  about  15 
minutes  he  continued  flying  through  the  use  of  the  wobble  pump,  by  which  time 
the  engine  and  coclqiit  was  full  of  gasoline  vapor.  Flames  then  started  at  the 
exhaust  stacks  and  immediately  enveloped  the  cockpit. 

"I  had  barely  time  to  undo’  belt  and  throw  myself  put,"  Lieut.  Vance  stated. 

He  rolled  out  oh  right  side,  at ' which’’ time  the  plane  was  traveling  at  the  rate 
of  120  miles'  per  hour.  In  answer  to  Question  I - "Feelings  and  reactions  of 
the  juiTper  during  and  immediately  after  the  jump,"  he  used  two  well  chosen 
words,  namely  - "Immense  satisfaction." 

Lieut,  Vance  suffered’  some  burns  on'his  hands  and  face  as  the  result  of 
his  initiation  into  the  Caterpillar  Club, 

While  brevity  in  narrating  e'^eht-s- may  be  desirable  in  many  instances,  it 
is' believed  this  form  of  expression  has  no  place  in  connection  vdth  reports  on 
emergency  parachute  j;amps,  as  required  by  Circular  15-53,  Office  of  the’ Chief 
of  -the  Air  Corps'.- '’Paragraph  3 of  this  Circular  reads  as  follows: 

"The  report' -will  consist  of  narrative  statements,  the  purpose  of  which 
is  to  secure"  as ; much  data  as-  possible  on  emergency  jumps  vdth  the  object  of 
collecting '"the  varied  experiences  of  men  who  have  made  emergency  paraclmte 
jumps  and  ’disseminating  them  to  personnel  in  the  service  for  their  information 
and  guidance." 

Laconic  statements  giving  some  bare  facts  in  connection  with  ah  emergency 
■jump  tend  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  rebort  in  question.  ’We  all  learn  from 
experience,'  and  if  a certain  Caterpillar  Club  member  has  discovered  an  easy 
method  of  taking  forced  leave  from  a disabled  airplane  during  a 'particular 
maneuver,  there  isxio  valid  reason  for  keeping  it  a secret. 

Tliere  is  a distinct  aversion  on  the  part  of  everyone,  it  is  safe  to  say, 
to  seeing  the  Caterpillar  Club  increase  in  membership.  Not  longfan  editorial 
appeared  in  a certain  newspaper  under  the  caption  - "Catenpillar  Club  Doomed." 
This  editorial,  after  inviting  attention  to  improvements  effected  in  airplane 
and  engine  design  and  stressing  on  Various  measures  talcen  in  connection  with 
aircraft  construction  to  make  flying  safer,  pointed  out,  in  effect,  that  the 
day  may  not  be  far  off  when  airplanes  will  have  arrived  at  such  a state  of  per- 
fection that  parachutes  will  not  be  necessary,  "Amen,J'  say  all  of  us.  In  this 
day  and  age,  however,  man’s  ingenuity  has  not  yet  con'fcrived  to  malce  aircraft 
absolutely  trouble-proof.  The  airplane  of  today  is  a highly  efficient  vehicle 
of  transportation,  and  over  certain  periods  millions  of  miles  have  been  flov/n 
without  a single  accident. 

But  accidents  do  hap-pen  in  flying  as  well  as  in  other  forms  of  transporta- 
tion, despite  all  efforts  of  man  to  prevent  them.  And  even  were  various  forms 
of  transportation  made  absolutely  safe,  there  is  one  element  which,  it  seems, 
cannot  be  combatted  successfully  - and  that  is  the  human  element,  ' The  time- 
worn expression  "It  is  human  to  err,"  v/ill  always  be  with  us. 

And  so  v;hen  an  air  accident  does  occur  and  the  occupant  of  the  plane  is 
forced  to  jump,  there  may  at  that  crucial-  moment  come  to  his  mind  the  experi- 
ence of  some  fellow  flyer  facing  a like  situation  and  which  may  be  of  consider- 
able aid  in  extricating  him  from  his  predicament.  ' 

- — oOo— 

The  Post  Hospital  at  March  Field,  Rivdr side,  Calif.,  is  95fo  completed.  Work 
was  recently  started  on  the  x^s-ved  aprons' in  front  of  the  hangars,  and  these 
aprons  are  10^  completed.  The  roads  and  walks  around  the  noncommissioned  offi- 
cers' quarters  will  be  shortly  cqmpieted;.  The  contract  for  the  plastering  of 
ceilings  in  the  new  concrete  hangars  and  annexes  was,  awarded  and  work  begun. 

A contract  was  recently  awarded  f Or  heating  and  plumbing  in  the  new  hangars, 
but  work  has  not' yeb  commenced.  All  noncommissioned  officers’  quarters  are 
being  painted  inside  by  nurcloase  and  hire,  and  this  work  is  nearing  comnletion. 

-141-  • V-613B,  A.C. 


MIL  mNSmREL  FROM  AIEPIARES  TQ  AIRSHIPS 

TEMSFHfflINGr  of  mail  “bags  froni  airplanes  to  airships  was  proven  to  he  a ; 
loractical  proceeding  in  a series  of  tests  conducted' at  Scott  Field, 
Belleville,  111.,  on  March  30^h.  All  details  connected  with  the  test 
were  duly  recorded  hy  one  of  the  loading  Hews  Reel'  Companies,  and  will 
undoubtedly  be  shown  to  the  public  in  the  near  futures. - 

In  order  that  the  te'sts  mi^t  show  conclusively' -that  the  transfer  was  not 
a stunt  or  especially  prepared  event,  no  practice  of  the  contact  between  the 
airship  and  the  airplane  was  allowed.  Ihree  attempts  'were  made  to  get  the  mail 
sack' aboard  the  blimp,  and  each  was-  successful.  ■ • ■ ' 

The  only  equipment  used  in  the  tra.nsfer  was  a 'rope  about  100  feet  long, 
with:  a hook  and  weight  attached  to  the  end.  ©le  mall  sack- was-  of  .regulation 
sise  with  40  pounds  of  material  similar  to  mail  matter,  '©le  airship  TC-6-241  ■ 
and  the  regular  0~19  observation  planes  of  the  15th-  Squadron  were  the  aircraft 
in  use,  • ■ • ■-  i • ..p 

The  biggest  difficulty  encountered  was  the  flying' of  the  airplanes  at  .a  - . 
slow  enou^  speed  to  equal'  that  of  the  airship  while  the  transfer  of  the  mailbag 
was  being  made.  This  -difficulty  would  not  be  so  apparent'-  with  hewer  and-  faster 
dirigible's,  as  the  pilots -flying  the  planes  stated  that  an  increase  of  10  miles  . 
per  hour  is  the  speed  of  -the  blimp  ?rould  have  made  the  contact  considerably  r.  ■ 
easier,  • This  difficulty '"could  have  also  been  met  by  using-,  'sraailer  and  slO'\TOr::. 
flying  airplanes*  ' ' ' ■ 1“' 

Another -point  which  was  considered  in  running -the  test  was  to  show  how  - 
quickly  a contact  could  be  made  with  the  air-plane  on  the  ground  at  the  time  the 
airship  a'p-peared,  ©lis  was  covered  by  sending  a seco-nd  air-plane  into  the  air 
after  the  mailbag  had  been  dro-piped  from  the  airship  arid  the'  mail  bag  again  re- 
-posed  in  the  airship  at  an  altitude  of  1600  feet  after  an  interval  of  seven 
minutes'  from  the  time  the  bag  drop-ped  on  the  field. 

Captain  Wolcott  P.- Hayes,  commanding  the  15th  'Squadron,  was  in  charge  of 
the  test  and  pilot  of  the  first  contact  -Diane.  He  had  2nd  Lieut,  John  G.Fowler 
handle  the  mail  bag.-  The' airship  was  -piloted  by  Warrant  Officer  Robert  E. 
Lassiter  and  Master  Sergeant  Jose-ph  H.  Bishop,  while  Captain  Douglas  Jolxnston 
handled  the  grapplirig  roxse.  Captain  Hayes  s -balled  his  plane  up  ■under  the 
gondola  of  the  airship,  and  Lieut.  Fov/ler  soon  had  the  hook  attached  to  the  mail 
bag.  Five  minutes  later,  'the  airshi-p  dro-pxoed  the  bag  near  the  Operations  Offi- 
cer, and  then  Lieut,  Herman  F.  Woolard,  with  2nd  Lieut.  James  H,  Cray,  Air  '' 
Reserve,  as  xDassenger,  took  off  again”wlth  the  mail  bag.  Just  12  minutes  after 
the  first  contact,  the.  second  contact  was  completed.  A third  contact  was  made  a 
little  later,  with  Lieut  * 'Fowler  as  pilot -'hrid 'Bieut.  Gray  as  passenger.  On  this 
flight,  several  news  reel  and  newsxDa-per  -Dhotograiphers  comxDleted  their  x^icture 
story' of  the  test.-'  ' ■'  - — - . " - , 

— oOo — - . 

PARTICIPATION  OF  ADVANCED  FLYING  SCHOOL  IN  MANEtATERS-  ' 

The  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  will  furnish  one  provisioH'- 
al  Pursuit  GrouxD -and  one  i^^ovisional  Observation  GrouxD,  also  -provisional  Bombard- 
ment and  Attack  Squadrons  for  the  Air  Corps  Ivfaneuvers  in  May,  This  will  be  the 
first  class  from -Kelly  Field  to  participate  in  an  Air  Corps' Ifeneuver  with- the 
Air  Corps  Tactical  units  away  from  San  Antonio,  '■  . - ' 

The  Pursuit  Grou-p  will  consist  of  three  Squadrons  and  a headquarters,  total- 
ing 57  Pursuit  -planes.  There  will  be  26  student  'pilots  in  this  Grou-p«  The  x^i^o- 
visional  Observation  GrouxD  will  also  consist  of  three  squadrons  arid  30  biplace 
planes.  The  entire  Observation  Section  of  23  students  -undergoing  pilot  training 
will  be  included  as  the  x^ilot  x^ersonnel  of  this  Group,  The  Observation  Section 
will, in  addition,  furnish  Post  Field  with  a flight  of  6 0-19C’s  which  will  be 
attached  to  the  88th  Squadron  from  that  field.  The  Bombardment  Section  ..will  fur- 
nish one  -provisional  Bombardment  Squadron  of  nine  0-38* s,  six  of  which  will,  be 
piloted  by  students.  Tills  Squadron  v/ill  be  a x^art  of  the  9th  GrouxD,  The  Attack 
Section  will  have  one' -provisional  Squadron  of  12  air-planes,  eight,  o.'f  which  will 
be  x^iloted  by  students..  ":-  This  Sq-uadron  will  go  to  Fort  Crockett  the  day  before 
the  deiDarture  of  the  3rd  Attack  GrouxD  for  the  East  and  will  become  a -oart  of 
that  organization  fo'r'  the  period  of  the  Mneuvers.  ■ , , 

-Approximately  75fo  of  the  -lilot  -personnel  of  these  x)rovisional  organizations 
wiii  come  from  the  class  now  in  training.  According  to  the  present  tentative  ar- 
rangements, about  25  members  of  the  Class  \7ill  remain  at  Kelly  Field  and  continue 
training  during  the  period  of  the  Maneuvers. 
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SHOOTING  THROUGH  THE  PROPELLER 

M . ^ UNS  which  shoot  throng  the  propeller  are  thode  weapons  which  are  firmly 
M ■'^i^mounted  on  the  airplane,  jast  forward  of  the  pilot,  and' which" shoot  in 
the  same  direction  that  the  airplane  flies'i  Were  these  aerial  machine 
^ guns  to  shoot  a’ continuous  stream,  the  'bullets  would  hit  the  propeller, 

as  the  blades  -pass  through  the  line  of  fire.  However,  through  an  ingenious  de- 
: vice  which  is  geared  to  the  engine,  called  the  gun  gear  or  interru-^ter'  gear, 
these  guns  are  prevented  from  firing  whenever  a -propeller  blade  comes  about  in 
the  line  of  f ire ,,  even  thou^  the  trigger  (which  is  oh  the'  end  of  the  -pilot’s 
control  stick)  is  being  pressed  by  the  pilot.  A better  way  to  -phrase  it  would 
be  to  say  that,  instead  of  the  gun  ''shooting  throng  the  pro-pelier,"  there  is  a 
device  which  prevents  the  gun  from  firing  when  the  propeller  gets  in  the  way, 

fere  this  device  to  malfunction  and  a half  dozen  or  so  bullets  go  through 
one  -propeller  blade  trp,  this  ti'p  would  tear  off.  The  pro-peller,  so  unbalanced 
;and  whirling  around  at  about  1700  revolutions  per  minute,  would  vibrate  the  en- 
gine off.  its  bed  rbefore.  the  pilot  cop.ld  -pull  back  the  throttle  and  idle  the 
engine  down.  This  has  actually  haurjened.  On  one  occasion,  while  testing  a syn- 
chronized gun  at  the  ,guii  "butts,  the  rod  which  holds  the  gun  at  a fixed  distance 
from  the  engine,  buckled,  and  this  allowed  the  gun  to  fire  a bit  prematurely. 
Several  "builets  went  through  the  loropeller  blades  and  both  tips  tore  off,  one 
of  the  laster  being  hurled  oyer  100  yards,  and  ending  up  by  sliding  across  the 
floor  of  woodworking  shop,  the  door  of. which  had  been  left  open. 

— -oOo 

IMPROVEMTSAT  THE  INDIANA  NATIONAL  GUARD  AIRDROME 

■The  Indiana  National  Guard  was  successful  in  securing  State  aid  during  the 
lasf  General  Assembly,  Tlie  sum  of  $45,000.00  was  appropriated  for  the  construc- 
tion or  -purchase  of  an  administration  building  or  hangar,  and  a heating  -plant  to 
. heat  the  other  buildings , and  for  the  pur-powe  of  such  repairs  or  remodeling  as 
may  be  necessary  to  the-  airdrome. 

The  sum  of  . $12, 500.  was  appropriated  annually  for  tlie  maintenance  and  o-pera- 
tion  of  the  field,  including  the  employment  of  the  necessary  military  -personnel  on 
active  duty  status,  or  civilian  caretakers,  and  the  purchase  of  such  ’ sup-plies  as 
may  be  necessary  to  the  -proper  mainte-nance  and  operation  of  the  field. 

— -oOo 

LIGHTER- THAN- AIR  ACTIVITIES  AT  LANGLET  EIELD,  VA.  I 

Two  missions  with  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  involving  the  interception  ! 
of  aircraft  in  flight,  were  flovm  on  two  se-parate  days  recently  by  the  19th  Air-  ! 
ship  Com-pany,  In  these  problems  the  airshi-p  represented  an  enemy  fleet  ap-proach- 
ing  Petersburg,  Va.  from'  the  northeast,  while  the  mission  of  the  Air  Corps  Tac-  i 

tical  School  in  three  different  flights  was 'to  leave  Langley  Field  at  such  time  i 

as  to  interce-pt  the  "fleet"  before  it  arrived  ’over  Petersburg.  Five  interception  j 
. problems  were  scheduled.  Due  to  high  winds,  however,  it  was  possible  to  com-plete 
only  two.  ■■  I 

An  ex-periment  was  recently  made  at  Langley  Field  in  connection  with  the  Sub-  ’ 
Cloud  Observation  Car,  which  carried  an  observer.  Representatives  of  a number  of  J! 
the  News  Reel  Companies  were  present  at  the  time  and  obtained  pictures  of  the  car,  •: 
its  installation  and  method  of  operating  While  in  flight.  Lieut.  f.J.  Paul,  the 
observer  on  the  fli^t,  discussed  briefly  for  the  "Tfelkies'j  the  many  advantages 
of  the  car, 

An  interesting  incident  emexplifies  the  close  cooperation  existing  between 
the  Air  Cor-ps  and  other  departments  ■ of  the  Service,  Lieut.  Mudge,  of  Fort  Bliss,  j 
Texas,  received  word  that  .his  father  was  dying  in  Florida.  Lieut,  Boyd,  of  Brooks  I 
Field,  returning  from  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  with  a brand  new  BT-2B  air-plane,  pick-  Ij 
ed  up  Lieut.  Mudge  at  El  Paso  and  took  him  to  San  Antonio.  Prom  there,  Lieut. 
Carter,  of  Fort  Crockett,  who  had  flown  u-p  expressly  for  the  -purpose,  met  Lieut.  h 
Mudge  to  fly  him  the  reminder  of  the  long  distance.  Thus  Lieut,  Mudge  was  able  ij 
to  complete  the  trip  in  about  half  the  time  it  could  have  been  accomplished  by  j 
other  means  of  trans-oortation;  v-  ' . , • » 
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For  the  first  time , in  years,  the  First  Ri'rsuit  GrouxD  of  the  U.S.  Army  Air 
Corr)s  finds  itself  equipped  with  its  allotted  bimher  of  airplanes,  which  means 
that  the  G-roup  when  in  the,  air  consists  of  a Headquarters  Staff  and  four 
Squadrons,  with  a total  of  75  single-seater  airplanes.  ^ . 

ilow,  the  -primary  mission  of  a -pursuit  group'  during  Vrar  is  thO  destruction 
of  enemy  aircraft,  or  the  protection  of  our  ovm  Bombardment  and  Attack  avia- 
tion by  means  of  warding  off  attacks  of  hostile  aviation.  In  order  to  accom- 
plish this  mission,  the  commander  must  have  control  over  his  forces  at  all 
times  while  in  the  air.  It  has  been  demonstrated  conclusively  that  a leader 
may  handle  a six--plane  formation  in  the  air  by  means  of  visual  signals  (rocking 
wings,  hand ■ signals,  etc.),  'but, when  the  size  of  the  formation  is.'' increased, 
signals' are  missed  and  confusion  results.  Tnerefore,  it  can  readily  be  seen  , 
that, when  the  First  Pursuit  Group  bakes  the  air  with  a total  of  75  airplanes 
in  formation,-  .some^mieans  of  sure  comraunicatio-n  must  be  devised  by  a group  com- 
mander and -.his  various  subordinate  leaders,  for  this  aerial  armada  becomes  an 
unwieldy  mass  instead  of  an  effective  fighting  force.  Hence  the  development  of 
radio. 

A radio  installation  which  meets  the  requirements  of  the  Pursuit  air^olane 
has  to  be  as  light  and  corn-pact  as  -possible,  using  voice  as  a means  of  transmis- 
sion, be  "fool  proof"  and  easy  to  operate,  and  able  to  withstand  the  violent 
maneuvers  to  which  these  small,  s-peedy  airplanes  are  subjected  in  the  course 
of  ordinary  routine  flying.  Tests  on  various  installations  are  being  made,  and 
sets  are  being  develo^Ded  rapidly.  It  is  believed  tlmt  before  the  coming  Air 
Corps  te,nep.vers  in  May,  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  First  Pursuit ; Group  will 
be  abler  to  control  the  various  subdivisions  of  his  force  by  means  of  verbal 
orders  transmitted  over  the  ether  V7aves. 

The  foregoing  paragra-phs  may  help  to  bring  to  the  mind  of  the  layman  that 
the  mere  ability  to  fly  an  airplane  is  just  one  of  the  many  qualifications  re- 
quired, of  the  military  pilot.  Here  are  a fSw  of  the  others  selected  at  random  - 
mechanical  engineer,  radio  o’perator,  ex-pert  aerial  gunner,  after  dinner  s-peaker, 
administrative  ability,  -photogra-pher,  lawyer,  knowledge  of 'how  to  make  out  ah’' 
income  tax  return,  and  one  thing  almost  left  out  - writing  articles  such  as  this. 


Radio  corjununication  is  constantly  -proving  its  v/orth  in  devious  ways  as  time 
goes  on,  a striking  demonstration  of  sipeedy  action  possible  through  this  com- 
-paratively  recent  -product  of  man’s  i'ngenuity  being  furnished  in  the  case  of  the 
forced  landing  of  an  Air  Corps  pilot  flying  near  Selfridge  Field,  Mich, 

According  to  the  Selfridge  Field  Correspondent,  Friday,  the  loth,  possessed 
no  terrors  for  the  Pursuiters,  who  consider'  d it  as  just  another  day  and  took 
off  on  a formation  flight.  But  the  -^rlze  "Jinx"  was  not  to  be  swe-pt  aside  so 
easily  and  took  a notion  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  one,  Lieut.  Bryant  L. 
Boatner , who  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  formation.  The  Lieutenant  had  occa- 
sion to  shift  from  one  gas  tank  to  another  and  found  that  his  engine  suddenly 
became  temperamental,  .did. not . take  kindly  to  this  arrangement  and  refused  to 
"perk."  Accordingly,  he  set  his  little  plane  down  in  a small  field,  about  ten 
miles  from  his  home-  station,  walked  to  the  nearest  telephone  and  -poured  out  his 
tale  of  woe  to  the' Operations  Officer.  At  that  particular  time,  Lieut.  Joseiph 
T.  Morris,  referred  to  by  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent  as  "Our  demon  radio  and 
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Coraraonications  Officer,"  was  carrying  on  a conversation  from  there  with  Major 
G.  E.  Brower  and  Lieut.  J.S.  Griffith,  who  were  up  in  the  air  in  separate  planes. 
He  told  them  of  Lieut,  Boatner’s  predicament  and  they  immediately  proceeded  to 
the  scene  of  the  trouble,  arriving  there  before  the  latter  returned  to  his 
plane.  "This  is  what  we  call  ’speedy  service’  at  Selfridge  Field,"  says  the 
Correspondent . 

Captain  Hugh  M.  Slmendorf,  a former  member  of  the  First  Pursuit  Group  and 
at  present  on  duty  in  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Washington, 

D.C. , was  a recent  visitor  at  Selfridge  Field.  Daring  his  stay  at  the  field, 
he  flew  with  the  Group  during  several  radio  missions  and  ex-pressed  himself  as 
hi{^ly  -pleased  with  the  development  of  radio  conmmication  in  Pursuit  work. 


For  exactly  one-half  hour,  from  1:00  to  lj30  p.m. , on  March  30th,  the 
Radio  Station  of  Trenton,  IT.J.  (Yi/OAX)  was  turned  over  to  Mitchel  Field,  The 
-program  consisted  of  a description  of  the  Air  Corps  maneuvers  to  be  held  this 
Spri-ng,  and  it  was  broadcasted  from  an  airplane  flying  above  the  city.  The 
broadcast  of  the  -plane  was  picked  up  by  Station  lOAX  and  re-broadcasted  over 
their  wave  length.  This  v/as  followed  by  an  actual  observation  mission  being 
carried  out  v;ith  two-way  communication  between  the  plane  and  the  ground  sta- 
tion. The  whole  program  was  sent  out  by  lOAX  to  the  listening  public. 

Lieut.  A.S.  Fell  was  flying  the  airplane  and  doing  all  the  tallying  from 
the  air,  while  T!®ch,  Sgt.  Williams  took  care  of  the  radio  in  the  rear  cockpit. 
Lieut,  Martha  handled  the  broadcast  at  the  ground  station.  That  the  -program 
was  a-p-preciated  w^s  evidenced  by  the  favorable  remarks  made  by  the  many  visi- 
tors that  flocked  to  the  Airport  to  look  over  the  ship  and  its  equipment. 

The  57th  Service  Squa-dron,  Self  ridge  Field,  Mich.,  has  equipped  its  two 
Transports,  C-4  and  C-9,  with  two-way  radio.  SCR-134  sets,  including  the  new 
BO-GH-152  have  been  included.  The  Ford  C“4A  is  also  equipped  with  a BC-167 
receiver.  Two  Foldcer  planes,  YlC-14,  have,  also  been  equipped  with  two-way 
radio  equipment  and  are  used  as  radio  control  -planes  for  the  First  Pursuit 
GrouxD.  The  1st  Pursuit  Group  is-  now  equi-pped  with  six  BC-167  receivers,  which  : 
are  distributed  ai'nong  three  squa.drons  for  interplane  communication,  T^velve  ad-  I 
ditional  receivers  are  av/ai ting  installation,  i' 

To  date  there  have  been  ten  flights  with''-rad;io  in  group  formation,  and  || 

from  re-ports  the  Group  Coniraander  is  able  to  'moke  the.  Group  iperform  at  his  willi  I 

The  radio  beacon  at  Langley  Field  is  being  used  extensively  in  the  2nd  | 

Bombardment  Group  In  tactical  training,  which  consists  of  fixing  the  beacon  in  |, 
some  set  direction  and  then  have  a Bomber  fly  for  .100  miles  out' along  the  beacon  1 
and  then  fly  back  to  the  beacon.  The  object  is  to  acquaint  all  the  x-)ilots  with  i 
the  sound  when  on  the  course  and  .when  off  it.  The  radio  beacon  is  invaluable  |: 
for  night  cross-country  flights  and  for  long  flights  over  v;atcr.  J 


Maxwell  Field,  Ala,  , was  honored  Sunday,  March  15th,  by  the  arrival  of  Brig. Gen. 
Henry  C.  Pratt,  Assistant'  to  the  Chief  of  the  Air  CoipTS.  Flying  in  the  latest  ' 
model  Ford  tri-raqtor,  the  CTeneral  had  as  his  pilots  Major  A.H.  Gilkeson  and  Lt . 
Albert  F.  Hegenbe-rger ."  Coming  in  from  Miami,  Fla.,  enroute  to  Dayton,  Ohio, the  i, 
-pur-pose  of  the  tri-p  was  to  test  the  use  of  radio  in  night  flying.  Ca'ptain  Tom 
C.  Rives,  Signal  Corps,,  was-  in  charge  of  the;  Radio  o-peration.  Due  to  adverse  | 

vreather  conditions,  the  -phrty  was  unable  to  taice  off  Sunday  night,  being  held 
over  until  early  Monday  fnarning.  ( 

Lieut.  R.O.S.  Akre,  Communications  Officer,  2nd  Bombardment  Group,  recently 
performed  a successful  night  navigation  mission  to  Mitchel  Field  in  collabora-  , 
tion  with  Captain  Henry  Pascals.  This  mission  was  slightly  marred  by  the  fact 
that  a low  layer  of  clouds  forced  Lieut,'  Akre  to  fly  blind  for  three  hours.  In 
des'peration,  Lieut.  Alire  Sent  ouj:  a short  wdve-'call,  and  Ca^ptain  Pascals  took 
shots  at  the  stars.  Excellent  navigation  showed  their  location  to  be  500  feet 
high  over  Langley  Field.  The  result-  v;as',’  tmt  the  jyost  was  awakened  from  slumber  i 
at  11:00  -p.m.,  by  their  gliding  down  to', a safe  landing. 


A flight  of  the  49th  Eoraba,rdment  Squadron,  consisting  of  three  Bombardment 
-planes,  -performed  an  interesting  night  navigation  mission  from  Bolling  Field  to 
Langley  Field,  Va. , recently.  The  feat'ure  of  the  flight  was  the  use  of  radio 
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commanicatlon  with  the  objective  aiid  with  the  other  airplanes  in  the  formation. 

, >:  ■■■  Ihe  fli^t  took. off  from  Bolling  Meld,  D.C.,  at  seven '.o* clock  p.m,  *;,. and 
contact  .was  ■ IrfflTiediately  established  with  the  Eadio  Beacon  at  langlej^t  Meld, 
communication  being  maintained  with  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group ■■Badio -Station  • ■ ■ 
throughout 'the  mission i Upon  arrival  in  the  vicinity  of  Langley  Meld, the 
Fli^t  .leader  advised -the  Squadron  'Operations  Officer  that  he  .was  about  "to  land, 
and  other  aif].lanes  that  were  engaged  in  night  missions  at  the  airdrome  were 
advised  of  the  approadiing  flight . Lieuts.  Power,  .Akre  and  Smith  performed  the 
mission,  . ‘ ' 

■ ■ , • : . , .oOo— ~ 1 ■ • . '■  ■ . 

AI  AERIAL  REVIEW  EOR  THE  PEESIDEOT  . ' ' 

Pre.sid©n-|‘''Herbert  Hoover,  acco-npanied  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Honi’ 
Patrick  J,  Harley,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  Hon.  Ray  Ljmian  Wilbur, 
and  some  thirty-other  guests,  including- membe-rs  of  the  press,  arrived  at  Old 
Point,  Ya. , at  5|55  a.m. , ferch  19th,  6n  his. way  to' Porto  Rica  and  the  Virgin 
Islands  for- his  first- -vacation  in,  over,„a,.  year*  The  President*  s ' stay  on  the. 
Peninsula  v;as  very  brief , however,  and. 'vd  thin  an  hour  after  his  arrival  was. 
aboard  the  Mt  tie  ship  IRIZOIA  in  Hampton  Rdads.  ! ..  . ' ' ■ ' 

Langley  Pield  furnished 'a.n  escort  of  tWenty-one  Bombers  for  the  occasion, 
while  - the  'TC-lO,  barely  visible  in  the  early-morning '•■fdg.j’  carried,  nev/s  reel 
photographers  and  obtained  a complete  .sound  picture'  story,  of  J the  event. 

■ ' ■ - - . --- .oOo-— ~ ■'  r , . ;■ 

■ ■ -.LEGISLATORS  YISIT  AIR  CORPS -ACTIYITIIS  , " : I.  - ■ 

Congressmen  Prank  Clague  and  Paul  J,  Kvale,  of  Minnesota, . on  a tour  by -air  .' 
in' an  Air  Corps  Lockheed  'plane, . piloted  by ' Lieut.  L.S-.  St ranathan,  ■ of -Bolling 
Field,  D.C.,  viewing  construction  progress  at  various  Array  posts, also  ,inspect-.l-^ 
ing  drouth- stricken  a.reas' in  other -sections' of  the  country,  were  visitors- at-'^  • 
various  Army  activities  in  San  Antonio,  Iferch,:  13th  ■-to.,  17th.  - Iheir  visit  .to,  San 
Antonio  was- unofficial , according  to  Congressman- Clague,  wha  is^a  member  of  •the- 
House  Sub- Committee  on- Army.- Housing  ,Appropriat.ions-i.-;..jThis,  was  .the.ir  first  visit 
• to  this  section,  and- they -ex->)ressed  agreeable  surprise  at  .-its  growth  and  devel--'- 
opment . Congressmen  Clague  and  Kvale  were  house  ^guests  'ot  Bri^dief- General 
. Charles -H.  Danforth,'  Commanding  General 'of  the -Air  Corps  Training  Center,  on  ' 
Saturday  afternoon,  Sunday  and  Mdnday,’  March  14th  to  16th,  and  on  Sunday  night 
.were  guests  of  the  Duncan  Field  Wficers''-  Club  at  dinner,'  ■'  • 

> - -■  ™0Oo™  - ■ ■ : 

22]ro  OBSERVATION  SQUADRON  PARTICIPATES  IN  CORPS  AREA.  MANEUVERS 

The  22nd  Observation  Squadron,  stationed  at  Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery,  Ala., 
moved  to  Fort  Benning,  Columbus,  'Ga.',  on 'April  2nd-lo  participate  in  a SO-day 
maneuver  of  all  troops 'in  the  4-bh  •' Corps  Area.  Bie- -detacbment  from  the  22nd,'  ■ 

consisting  of  60 -enlisted  men,'  18  -off icers-,  12  Observation  airplanes  and  bne 
Transport  plane,-'  stationed  at  the -Tort  Benning  Landing  Field,  will' ^dperate -en- 
tirely from  the  one  point,'  Eie  personnel  are  camped 'Iri' tents'- on -'the  airdrome. 
Captain  Donald  P.  Muse,  ■Air  Corps,'  is  in  command'.  Ad-ditional  air  force  taking 
part  will  be' a,  squadron 'each  of  Pursuit,  Attack  and  ■ Bombardment . ' The  -Borabard-"''"' 
ment  Squadron,  coming  from 'Langley  Field,  Va, , will  •be  sta.tioned  at  and  operate  ' 
from  Maxwell  Field  during  the  entire  period,- 

,-  - ' ■ . -._».-oOO— - ^ - 

CONTRACTORS  GA.THER  AT  -WRIGHT  FIELD 

Wright  Field,  Dayton.,  Ohio,  was 'the  gatherin-g-’place  of  app-roximately  75 
contractors  on  Februa.ry  28th,  all  interested  in  the  opening  of  bids  for  the 
erection  o-f  '56  hangars',  machine  shops  and  -warehouses  at  13  different  Air  Co-tps 
stations-,  namely, '-Alb  rook -Fie  Id,"  France  Field,  Wheeler 'Field,  Mitchel  Field,"' 
Langle-y  Field,  :Sel.fridge'.  Field,,  'Maxwell  Field,  -Barksdale' Field,  Bo^wnan  .Field, 

Fort- Leavenworth,  Fort  Riley  and  .'Post -Field,  Major  .Frank  M.- Kennedy,  Chief  of 
the  Buildings  a.nd  Grounds  Division,  Office  of  the;  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  came 
on  to^preside.,at  the  -opening  of  bids,  returning  to' Washington  on  Mdrch  2nd.  It-' 
Was  like  old  times  to  have  Kfejor  Kennedy  about,  for  Wright  Field  is  his  old 
station. 
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M DEPAHTMMT  ORDERS  ARESC'TIRG  AIR  COl^S  OEEICERS 

Changes  of  Station;  To  Hawaiian  De-fpartment  - 1st  Lieut.  Leonard  H.  Rodieck, 
Brooks  Field;  2nd  Lt.  Fay  0.  Dice,  Air  Corps  Technical  Schbol,  Chanute  Field;  2d 
Lt.  Donald  W.  Titus,  I\fexwell  Field. 

To  Panama  Canal  Zone ; Captain  Charles  E.  Branshaw;  San' Antonio  Air  Denot; 
Captain  Roderick  R.  Ott,  Self ridge  Field,  Mich.;  1st  Lieut . Herbert  K,  Baisley, 
upon  completion  duty  as  student  Engineering  School,  Wright  Field;  is t Lieut. 

Elmer  T.  Rondquist,  upon  completion  course  of  instruction  at  Advanced  Flying' ' 
School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

To  March  Field,  Calif.;  Capt.  Charles' Douglas , u-3on  completion  of  duty  in 
Philippines;  Capt.  Gilbert  T.  Collar,  upon  completion  course  of  instruction  at 
Air  Coips  Tactical  School,  Langley  Field,  Va. 

To  Materiel  Division , Wright  Field,  0;  Major  Hugh  J.  Knerr,  upon  completion 
course  of  instruction  at  Army  War  College;  Major  Robett  E.M.  Goolrick,  Marshall 
Field,  Kans, . ‘ 

To  Air  Corps'  Training  Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas-':  1st  Lieut.  Hoyt  S. 
Vandenberg,  Panaipa;  Captain  James  A.  Healy,  Panama.  ' 

To  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps,  Washington,  D.C.:  Lieut. -Col.  Jacob  E.  Fickel, 
Majoes  James  S.  Chaney  and  Walter  K.  Frank,  upon  completion  course  of  instruction 
at  Array  War  College;  1st  Lieut.  Wm.  M.  Lanagan,  Chanute  Field,  111. 

To  Langley  Field.  Va.;  1st  Lieut,  Thomas  L.  Gilbert,  Panama. 

To  PhiliP-oines ; 2nd  Lieut.  Alvord  Van  P.  Anderson,  Jr.,  Mitchel  Field.'  • 

To'Ma:iuell  Field,  Ala.;  1st  Lieut.  Dayton  D.  Watson,  Instructor,  Ind.  R.G. 

To  Mlitchel  Field,  H.Y.  ; 1st  Lieut.  Harlan  T.  McCormick,  A.C.  Representative 
at  plant  of  Curtiss  Aeroplane  uud  Motor  Co.,  Garden  City,  L.I.,  New  York, 

To  Army  War  College.  Washington,  for  1931-32  course;  Majors  Follett  Bradley 
and  Shepler  W.  FitzGerald,  Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  Langley  Field,  Va. ; E.B. 
Lyon,  Panama  Canal  Department,  ' '' 

Transferred  to  the.  Aih  Cor-ps ; March  14,  1931,  with  rank  from  June  15, '1929  - 
2nd'Lieuts.,  Charles  Spnimers,  Signal  Corps;  Samuel  V.  Stephenson,  C'.A.C. ; Thomas 
J.  DuBose,,  infantry';  With  rahlc  f 9,  1928  ~ falter  E.  Todd,  Field  Art.' 

Relieved  from  detail  to  Air  Corns ;■  2nd  Lieuts.  Clift on  D.  Blackford  to  12th 
Inf,',.  Fort  Howard,'  Md..;  ' Allan  D.  IikcLean  to'' 11th  Inf.  , Ft.'  Benj,  Harrison,  Ind. 

Rleserve  Officers  detailed  to  extended  alctive  duty;  To  Crissy  Field,  Calif.; 
2nd  Lieut s.  Harlow  B.  Grow,  Sandy,  Utah  (July  2- Dec'.  31,1931);  Byron  Q.  Van  Cott, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  (June  25- Dec.  '23,1931);  To  Mitchel  Field,  R.Y.  - George  0, 
Bond,  ■ Hyannis , Mass.  (May  16  - Nov,  14,  1931);  To  Roclci,7ell  Field,  Calif.;  Russell 
W.  IVUnson,  Lander,  Wyo.  (June  25- Dec,  23-,  1931);  To  Fort  Be  lining,  Ga. , for  duty 
with  A. Co  Troops  - Charles  H.  Leitner,  Jr.  Boolunan,  S.C.  (June  25  - Dec. 23, 1931) . 

Promotion;  To  Captain  - 1st  Lieut,  Samuel  C.  Eaton,  Jr. , rank  April  1,  1931. 

oOo 

17TH  PURSUITERS  BOW  TO  EDDIE  STIRSOR 

The  17th  Pursuit  Squadron  of  Self ridge  Field,  Mich, , was  called  upon  to 
assist  in  the  celebration  incident  to  the  opening  of  the  Century  Air  Lines,  a 
commercial  project  headed  by  Eddie  Stinson,  Detroit’s  premier  airman. 

Six  P-12C’s  under  the  leadership  of  Captain  Ross  G.  Hoyt,  "turned  one  on" 
over  the  Detroit  Itoiicipal  Airport,  almost  succeeding  in  duplicating  the  roar 
of  the  D-12  with  their  Wasps.  The  various  conventional  demonstration  maneuvers 
were  performed,  winding  up  in  a breath-taking  "Rat  Race,"  which  in  turn  culmin- 
ated in  the  "Stadium  Special."  (See  glossary  of  Selfridge  Field  j'argon  for  de- 
tailed description  of  these  maneuvers).  The  remaining  five  pilots,  which  include 
two  of  the  three  Selfridge  Gamecocks,  were  Lieuts.  Burns,  VanAuken,  W.M.  Morgan, 
Sterling  and  Ryan. 

eOo' 

WAR  VETERARS  RECEIVE  D.  S.  C.  AT  MAXWIKjL  FIELD'  ■ 

The  Distinguished  Service  Cross  was  presented  bn  Saturday' mo mihg,  March 
21st,  to  Messrs,  John  R.  Dale  and  Sam  McDonald,  of  Childersburg,  Ala. , and 
Thomaston.  Ga. respectively.  Col,  Wm.  P.  Screws,  formerly  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  167th  Alabama,  in  whose  regiment  these  soldiers  fought  during  the  World 
War,  pinned  the  medals  on  their  breasts,  poor  flying  weather  prevented  the- 
attendance  of  General  Frank  R,  McCoy,  who  was  scheduled  to  take  an  active  part 
in  the  ceremony,  Hon.  B.M.  Miller,  Governor  of  Alabama,  was  present.  An  aerial 
review  was  flown  in  honor  of  this  occasion.  ■ 
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THERE  OUGHT  TO  BE  A lAW 

Brigadier- General  Benjamin  D.  Eoulois,  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Air, Cores, 
recently  received  the  following  cofinmihi cation  from. an‘ Air  Corps  Ban  residing 
in  Brooklyn,  H.Y. ; 

'_'We  note  with=  a"  certain' amdnnt  of  amu'senieht-  hut  with  no  particular  anti- 
cipation .the  idiotic^pl^n  of  flying  600  airplanes  over  Hew  York  on  May  21st, 
in  some  kind  of  a .pu'biicity  demonstratioh.’-  ' Your  name  is  mentioned  in  today’s 
..papers  in  connection  with  it.  ■ ■ 

We  do  not  suppose  that  it . eYer  occurs'' to  the  naive  and  childlike  mind's 
.j, ..  ,pho , plan.,  these  affairs  that  while  it. ■may  he  nice ,,,' entertaining,  inspiring  and 
impressive  spectacle  for  street  corner  loafers ''to  goggle  at  - it  will  he  con- 
sidered nothing  less  than  a nuisance  hy  about  three  million 'has iness  men,  and 
nothing  short  of  a damned  outrage  hy 'about  two  million  others.  Did  you  ever 
try  to^rnake  a.,  telephone  call  with  .■.'six ' or  eight  of  the  things  outside  the 
window?  .'We  plan  ito  h.e..oht,  :of  town-hn' those  days  but  we  hope  you  will  have  ,a 
very, nice  party  over. Hew  York  in  your  noble ' scientific  experiment.  It' is  one 
of  the  surest  methods  of  getting  lav/s  passed  regarding  mufflers  too,  sd  have 
..a  fine  time.  .and. -if  you  want  to  stage  an  even  mdre  popular  party  dro'p  dollar  . 
bills  and  spring  .flowers  and  ticker  tape  over  the  city.  ’ . ' '„. 

Awfully  sorry  not  to  be  with  you  on  the  21st  of  May,'  but  I’m  sure  that',, 
our  unemployed  will  enjoy  it  immemsely.  P 

. • Yours  for  air-hooey,  ■ - '''•'■■■ 

I ..■•  II 

Circenses  but  no  pandm  - isn’t  that  it?  Well,  thanks  for"  the  warning, -^nyway. 

'■  The  only  comment'  that  suggests  itself  in  connection  .with. -the  above  cqramunica- 

■ t ion  is  that  the  'writer  thereof  is  one  "'of  those' .types 'of  .individuals  who  would 
set  up  the  wildest-  clamor  for  protection  and  advocate*  calling  out  the.  entire 

■ Army,  Havy,  Air  Force,  etc.,  in  case  a'  foreign  tug  hoat  is  re-oorted.  in,  the  . 

■ offing', 

• oOo ' 

. HEW  OBSERVER'S  BOARD  DEVISED  BY  MI TCHEL  BIELp  PILOTS,  ■ .V  .; 

According  to  the  Mitchel  Field  CorresiDondent , .two  of  the  worthy  young/, 
officers  of  that  field,  Lieuts.  H,C,  Wilson  and  Lindsey  Bawsel,  recently  put 
their  noble  heads  together,  and  the  resulting  brainstorm  is  something  that 
will  make  any  and  all  observers  sit  up  and  take  notice.  It  ls"ualled  the 
’Wilson- Bawsel  Observer’s  Board.’  Except,  in  thickness,  it  is  the  same  size 
as  the  present  Observer's  Board.  The . board  is  2^  inches  thick,  with  pencil:;  ■ 
holders,  readily  visible  map,  movable  paper,  a place  for  a watch,  special.-'.  ■ . 
size  paper  for  notes  to  the  pilot,  and  is  attached  to  the  side  of,  the. -ship 
in  the  rear  cockpit  by  a hinge.  It  folds  conveniently  out  of  the  way  when 
not  in  use.  "If  it  wo'rks  out  as  well  as  they  hope ,"  commends  the  Correspon-., 

■ dent,  "they  will  receive  many  blessings  in  years  to  come.-,from  hard-pre,sse.d  , , 

Observers.  They  deserve  corai-nendation  for  their  attempt.-’ to  lighten  the  work , 
of  the  man  in  the  rear  cockpit." 

• oOo ■ .... 

■.  ■ - AIRPORTS  IH  THE  PHILIPPIH:&;' ' k/'.; 

Major  Henry  W,  Harms,'  accompanied  by  Major  William  ,B.,  Duty  and  Captains 
Person  and  Helson,  recently  returned  from  a flight  to  Tacloban,  Province  of  - 
Leyte,  where  they  were  engaged  in  inspecting  and  developing  of  military-. alrf- 
ways  and  airports.  The  officers  reported  an  enjoyable,  trip.,  and  .they  were 
strongly  impressed  by  the  courtesy  and  cooperation  with, which  their  visit  -7 
was  receiv'd  by  the  local  authorities.  Later,  Ifej or.  Harms,  acebmpanied  by  ..  .; 
Captain  William' 0.  Butler,  in' addition  to  the  other  personnel,  .made  a;  flight,.  ., 
to  Aparri,  Province  of  Cagayan,  in  connection  with  the  same  duty,  and  report- 
ed the  fli^t  highly  successful.  Major  Harms  reported  that  within  a few  :■ 
short  weeks  these  cities  will  have  constructed  airuorts  capable -.of  accoramodat- 
i ing  any' type  of  aircraft . ' ' ' ' ' 

' -oOo ■ ,u;.,  ■ 

Dodd  Field,  Texas;  France  Field,  Panama;  Crissy  Field,'  Calif,  , and 
Chanute  Field,  111.  , have  been  conspicuous  through  -their  absence  in  the  .' 
col-umns  of  the  Hews  Letter  for  some  time.;  'We  should  like  to  become  acquaint-: ,-. 
ed  a-gain  with  the  Publicity  Officers  Tepre  sent  ing  these  fields, 

■.  -i48- 
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NOTES  EROM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 
Selfridi£;e  Field,  Mt . Clemens,  Mich.,  March  SOtli. 

On  I/Iarcli  24th,  Major  Brett,  Commanding  Officer  of  Self  ridge  Field,  arrived 
at  the  home  station  leading  a flight  of  three  new  P-lSC's,  which  were  taken 
'over  from  the 'Boeing  Airplane  Company  at  Seattle,  lash.  Major  Brett  reported 
a very  interesting  tri-p  down  the  Pacific  Coast  and  across  the  plains  of  Texas  - 
the 'airplanes  functioning  Leant ifnlly  enronte.  ' 

94  th  Par  suit  Scfuadron;  Tlie  new  r-l2D  airplanes,  the  latest  series  develop- 
ed "by  Boeing,  are  being  delivered  to  the  Spuadron,  Ihey  are  essentially  the 
same  as  the  precerding  series,  with  the  exception  of  minor  refinements  and  the 
installation  of  a high  compression  "Wasp”  motor. 

A new  single-motored  Folcker,  the  YiC-14,  was  received  by  the  94th.  As 
soon  as  the  pilots  get  over  the  shock  that  accompanies  a glance  at  the  air 
wheels  and  accept  the  crew  chief’s  explanation  that  they  are  snroposed  to  look 
that  \7ay,  everything  will  be  satisfactory. 

G-radnally,  as  the  new  P“12D’s  come  in,  the  94th  is  sending  P-l’s  down  to 
Kelly.  Ten  have  been  sent  dovrn  so  far,  ferried  by  pilots  on  their  way  out  to 
Seattle.  Li’euts,  H.A,  Johnson  and  N.B.  Harbold  ferried  the  first  to  the 
School,  continuing  on  to  Seattle  by  rail. 

Lieut s.  E.H.  Underhill  and  C.F.  Feldmann  returned  from  that  famous  Army 
pleasure  resort,  known  more' familiarly  as  'Walter  Reed  General  Hospita,!.  Lieut. 
Underhill  was  in  for  a major  overhaul  and  will,  with  a very  slight  a'nount  of 
persuation,  display  the  blue  ribbon  presented  to  him  by  the  authorities  of  that 
institution.  The  blue  ribbon,  you  understand,  is  the  reward  given  to  all  per- 
fect physical  specimens.  This  was  a return  trip  for  Lixat.  Feldmann,  who  went 
up  for  a plastic  surgery  operation.  His  features,  were  slightly  disarranged  in 
the  process  of  going  through  the  instrument  board  and  windshield  of  a !?-12,and 
more  harmonious  features  were  substituted  for  those  the  accident  left  him. 

36th  pgrsiiit  Scfuadron;  On  February  26th,  the  36th  Pursuit  Squadron  made  a 
night  cross-country  flight  from  Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  Selfridge  Field.  Leaving 
Self  ridge  at  five  o’clock,  the  Squadron  landed  at  Cleveland  at  sundovrn.  After 
dinner  at  the  airuort,  the  Squadron  took  off  for  home,  arriving  at  Selfridge 
Field  at  nine  o’clock.  Ten  P-5  airplanes  and  the  Fokker  Transport  made  the 
flight . 

17th  Pursuit  Squadron;  Officers  of  the  Squadron  who  have  been  on  cross- 
country to  Reserve  and  lational  Guard  Fields  during  the  past  few  months  have 
all  spoken  about  the  efficient  service  received  at  the  various  stations,  espe- 
cially the  Reserve  Fields  at  Philadelphia  and  Pitts’imr^i,  Pa.  All  officers 
have  commented  on  the  excellent  service  and  personal  attention  received  from 
Lieut.  Cummings,  of  the  National  Guard  Field  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

During  the  month,  Captain  Ross  G,  Hoyt  and  Lieut.  F.J.  Coleman  have  had 
cross-countries  to  Washington;  Lieuts.  H.H.  Van  Aulren , E.K.  Warburton  and  R,W, 
Burns  to  Cleveland.;  Lieut.  J.Li.  Sterling  to  Bu.ffalo;  Lieuts.  W.M.  Morgan  and 
R.H,  Heiman  to  Scott  Field,  111, 

Four  holes  have  been  dug  in  the  Squadron  lawn  preparatory  to  planting 
trees.  Lieut.  Moor  is  in  charge  of  the  project  and  is  obtaining  the  trees  from 
a farmer  in  the  near  vicinity..  :.To'da.te,  two  trees  were  planted  and  they  will 
be  followed  by  others  very  shortly. 

Captain  Hoyt  was  held  over,  in  Washington  from  Sunday,  the  15th,  to  Wednes- 
say,  the  18th,  on  account  of  bad  weather.  On  his  \7ay  back  he  was  forced  to 
land  at  Grosse  Airuort  beca.use  of  low  ceiling  and  he  made  the  remainder  of  the 
trip  via  bus. 

27th  Pursuit  Squadron;  One  officer  and  three  enlisted  men  from  the  27th 
Pursuit  Squadron  Vi/ere  on...  the  basketball  and  boxing  squa;ds  of  Self  ridge  Field 
which  made  the  trip  to  Chicago  for  the  tournaments  held  there  the  week  of  March 
23rd,  Lieut.  Humphreys  acted  as  assistant  basketball  coach;  Private  Beau  was 
with  the  basketball  team,  while  Privates  Cooper  and  LaTour  were  listed  on  the 
boxing  events. 

Lieut.  Wright  returned  March  25th  from  Seattle,  vvhere  he  accompanied  Major 
Brett  and  Captain  Stralmi  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  three  new  P-12D’s  from 
the  Boeing  plant.  Lieut.  Ramey,  accompanying  Captain  Hoyt  and  Lieut.  Wilson, 
left  the  field  March  22nd  to  make  the  same  trixo. 

57th  Service  Squadron;  The  Squadron  recently  coimDleted  the  installation  of 
baggage  comuartments  under  turtle  backs  of  P-12C  airulanes.  A section  of  the 
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turtle  back  was  cut  away  and  hinged  at  top.  This  door  gives  access  to  space  of 
considerable  size,  especially  in  length,  ; This  extra  bstggage compartment  will 
undoubtedly  prove'  its 'worth  in  the  maneuvers. 

■17th  Pursuit  Squadron;  Captain  Koyt 'departed  for  Seattle  March  21st:,  making 
three  officers  nov;  away  from  the  Squadron,  for  the  purpose  of  ferrying  new  P»-12>s. 
Lieuts.  Eeed  and  Slaght  left  several  days  ago  on  the  same  mission. 

• ■ Lieuts.  ChF.-  Theisen  and  3.K.  Warburton  took  off  at  6:30  a.m.,  March  21st, 

■ arriving  at  Brooks'  Field, ' San  Antonio,  ^ at '5.: 45  p.m.  the  same  day.  They  made 
stops  for  fuel  and,  sustenance  at  Scott  Field,  Maskogee  and  Dallas.  Lieut. 

Theisen  pulled  . a,  ^'-fast  one**  smd  took  unto  himself  a wife  before  leaving,  for 
Self ridge  two  days  later.  Mrs.  The i sen' arrived  at  Self ridge  March  27th,  where 
all  were  glad'  to' welcome  her  to  the  field.  ' 

Cross-country  missions  were  performed  J.fe.rch  21st  by  Lieut.  Sterling  to 
Edgewood  Arsenal,  Maryland-,  and  Lieut,  Merrill  to  Bolling  Field, 

Lieut.  Bob  Moor,  landscape  gardener  and  tree  surgeon  extraordinaire,  suf- 
fered a painful  injury  to  his  eye  while  investigating  the  flora  of  the  nearby 
countryside.  A tvdg  struck  his  eyeball,  reouiring  him  to  v/ear  a Headline  Hunter 
patch  for  several  days.  ■ • ■ 

Langley  Field.  Va. . Ivferch  16th. 

.The  Second  Bombardment  Group  has  started  Aerial  Gunnery  on  tow  targets. 

This  year'  the  firing  is  being, done  from  the  rear  of  a Bomber.  Tnis  practice  is 
a big  help,  especially  to  Armanient  -Officers,  because  spare  guns,  ammunition  and 
two, .gunners  can  be  carried  along  on  each  mission.  A Keystone  Amphibian  is  being 
used  for  towing'  the  target,  and  this  offers  quite' an  advantage  since  all  tow 
target  ■n;^©rk  is  done  over  the  water. 

. 20th  Bombardment  Souadron:  Welcome  is  extendedLieut . Hollidge,  vdio  was 
. .transferred  from  the  59th  Service  Squadron  for  a rest  cure.  Tne  20th  is  a poor 
rest  camp',  however,  and  Lieut.  Kollidge  ;qut  in  over  six  hours  on  his  first  day. 
This  outfit  offers  no  rest  for  the  weary.  • ' ^ 

Lieut.  Gaffney,  “who  took  off  to  ferry  an  LB-6  plane  back  to  Kelly  Field, 
Texas,  was  forced  to  land  at  Augusta,  Ga.  He  suffered  no  injury,  but  was  de- 
layed a 'few  .days  waiting  for  parts  for  the'  airplane  from  this  station.  ■■ 

96  th.  Bombardment  Souadron;  A flight  of  four 'airplanes,  led  by  Lieut. 
Gillespie',  took  off  on  Feb.  26th,  carrying  the  Fort  Monroe  Basketball  team  as 
passengers.  A strong  head  wing  was  encountered,  during  which  time  most  of  the 
members  of  the  team  were  sick.  After  a flight  of  an  hour  and  55  minutes,  all 
arrived  at  Bolling  Field.  The  return  flight  was  made  at  night,  starting  at  six 
o’clock.  The  flight  was  supposed  to  follow  a radio  beacon  course  home,  but 
had  little  success  in  piching  it  up.  Tne  night  was  exceptionally  clear  and  a 
bright  moon  made  flying  easy.  With  the  sanie  wind  to  help  them  this  time,  a 
quick  trip  was  m.ade,  and  the  flight  landed  in  formation- at  7:05  p.m. 

Lieut.  Clifton  T . Wright  made  a trip  to  Augusta,  Ga. , on- March  4th.  Every- 
thing v/ent  fine  until  he  reached  Jackson,  where  he  ran  into  snow  and  was  compell- 
ed to 'make  a landing.  The  rest  of  the  trip  was  uneventful,  and  he  arrived  home 
on  the  '6th,  having  exhausted  his  flying  allowance  for  the  month. 

Sergeants  King  and  Kurtz,  Corporal  Bro\7n  and  Privates -Sale  , McKenna  and 
Parker,  all  old-timers  in  the  outfit,  left  for  the  new  Group  now  being  organized 
at  March  Field.  ■ • 

Lieut.  William  T.  Colraan  received  orders  for  Crissy  Field.  He  will  be  Aide 
to  General  Parsons.  'Who  will  fly  our  airplanes  on  cross-^ country  now? 

Speaking  of  Golf,  everything  is  in  shape  for  a big  season,  and  we  are  going 
to  reserve  one  or  two  mornings  a week  for  the  ladies  of  the  post.  Tournaments 
'Will  feature  the 'season. 

FIFTY- NINTH  SERVICE  SQJJADHON  SMOKER  ■ 

On  the  evening  of .March  12th,  the  59th  Service  Squadron  staged  its  second 
Annual  Smoker  and,  like  the  first  one,  it  was  a' huge  success.  Tie  affair  v/as 
held  at  the  Post  Gym,  which  was  filled  to  capacity  with  the  Squadron  personnel 
and  their' ;^ests.  The  59th 'inaugurated  smokers  at  the  field  sometime  ago,  and 
,,qn  that  occasion '.evoked  praise  and  adnira-tion  from  the  post  as  a whole.  For  the 
second  venturd,  'the  Squadron  detei'mined  to  do- even  better  than  it  did  on  the 
first  occasion,  with  the  result  tha-t  the  last  Smoker  was  one  of  the  best  held 
at  Langley  Field  in  a long  time. 

During  the  course  of  -this  affaur,  Lieut.  Day,  Post  Recreation  Officer,  con- 
gratulated the  59th  on  the  achievements  of  its  Basketball  team,  which  won  the 
Pos-b  Championship  after 'a  gruelling  inter- squadron  series.  He  next  bestowed 
praise  on  the  Bowling  team.  Early  in  the  Inter- Squadron  Bowling  League  season, 
this  team  took  the  lead  and  was  never  headed,  thus  adding  another  championship 
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trophy  to  the  Squadron’s  grov;ing  list,.  .,  w 

The  first  ho-ut  on  the  program,  a three-round  af fair was  betvreen  Swauger  M 
and  Sherry,  both  170  Ibso  It  ended  in  a draw.  In  the  second  bout,  which  was  9 
for  the  Langley  Field  Mosquito- weight  Championship,  "Tadnole"  Hutchins  and  9 
"Bricktop"  Hestor,  both  10  years  of  age  and  both  weighing  70  pounds,  gave  a i|| 

three-round  exhibition  which  would  have  shamed  many  adult  fighters  of  today.  1| 

These  kids  were  really  clever,  and  their  act  went  over  big  with  the  crowd.  For  *,* 
diplomatic  reasons,  this  was  called  a draw,  which  was  well  and  proper.  ; The  '|,;i 
nexi:'  day  "Brlcktop"  was  seen  riding  "Tadpole"  on  the  handle-bars  of  his  bicycle 
to  the  Squadron  office  to  collect  their  prizes.  The  third  bout  was  a fast  three- 
round  affair  between  Vargo  and  Fisher.  These  lads  weighed  in  at  143  pounds , and' 
put  up  a nice  fight,  pleasing  the  fans.  Honors  were  again  even.  The  fourth 
bout  was  a grudge  fight  between  Miller  and  Justice,  Ihe  latter  at  118  pounds  ' 
mana,ged  to  keep  off  Miller,  145  pounds,  with  his  long  reach,  but  both  boys  were 

well  used  up  at  the  end  of  five. rounds,  when  the  bout  was  halted.  Honors  again  , 

were  just  about  even.  ' ' . ■ vf  . , : 

At  this  time  the  bouts  were  held  up  for  an  entertainment  of  a;  different 
kind.  The  Agony  Trio,  consisting  of  Bro’wn,  steel  guitar;  Sincere,  mandolin; 
and  Cummings,  banjo,  proceeded  to  transfer  their  listeners  to  far  off  Hawaii, 
via  the  musical  route,  and  their  melody  came  in  for  many  rounds  of  applause. 
Following  this,  Schady,  the  Squadron  Artist,  impressed  the  .crowd  with  his  re- 
markable ability  and  cleverness  at  comical  chalk-talks.  His  sketches  were  ex- 
cellent and  well  done,  and  most  deservedly  "clicked."  ' 

The  next  event  was  a 3-roimd  bout  between  Soult  and  Stinson,  both  160 
pounds.  These  boys  were  big  and  undoubtedly  could,  hit ^ but  neither  one  gave 
the  other  a chance  to  do  so.  If  one  had,  the  fight  would  have  probably  ended 
in  a knockout  instead  of  a drav/.  The  final  bout  on  the  program-  was  a 4-round 
set-to  between  McCormick  and  Wilson,  both  tipping  the  scales  at  140.  This  was 
a good  fi^t,  as  both  boys  had  lots  of  experience  and  cleverness  to  back  their 
efforts.  The  spectators  witnessed  an  excellent  tussle. 

Tlie  next  event,  a pie-eating  contest,  was  a riot  of  fun,  with  three  purpose- 
ful pie-eaters  as  contestants.  Three  stools  were  set  up  in  the  ring,  a huge  pie 
placed  on  each,  and  the  chow-hounds  knelt  by  the  stools.  At. a given  signal  the 
fun  began.  Thirty  seconds  later  one  pie  man  gave  up, 'with  pie  in  his 'eyes, ears, 
nose,  and  plenty  in  his  mouth.  Later  it  was,- found  he  even  had  some  in  his  shirt 
pocket.  Eoy  White  finally  emerged  victor,  winning  both  the  price  and  cognomen  , 
"Chow-Hoiind, " ' , . 

The  last  event  on  this  excellent  program  was-- a free-for-all.  Five  big 
boys,  blindfolded,  were  put  in  the  ring,  one  arm  tied  behind  the  hack,  the  other 
encased  in  a big  boxing  glove.  Although  one-armed  and  blindfolded,  these,  boys  1 
gave  and  took  some  mighty  wallops.  This  was  the  funniest  event  of  the  evening, 
the  boys’  antics  almost  sending  the  crowd  into  hysterics, 

Tims,  the  59th  closed  its  program,  adding  another  highly  successful  enter- 
tainment to  its  credit.  The  judges  of  the  bouts  were , Captain  Usher , Lieut . Bay; 
Sgt,  Michaels  officiating  as  referee;  Sergeant  Cattarius,  time-keeiper,  and  Sgt.  ] 
Hestor,  Announcer,  Coffee  and  sandwiches  were  served,  as  well  as  cigarettes  and 
cigars.  Everything  went  off  smoothly,  due  to  the , preparedness  of  the  Squadron  ; 
Eecreation  Officer  (Lieut,  Tucker)  who  must  receive  credit  for  promoting  the 
affair.  The  59th  Squadron  hopes  to  be  back  again  in  the  near  future  with  an 
even  bigger  and  better  entertainment.  ■ ' ' 

19th  Airshi-p  Company ; The  boxing  team  took  all  the  honors  in  the  prelimin- 
ary fights  held  at  ■‘^angley  Field  recently  to  determine  .representatives  to  the 
Third  Corps  Area  Tournament  in  /‘Baltimore.  Skrinar,  158.  lbs,;  Penn,  146  lbs,, 
and  Morano,  130  lbs,,  will  reuresent  Langley,  being  the  only  entries  from  the 
field.  . " . 

Tlie  baseball  team  is  expecting  a -great  season  this  year  - even  better  than: 
in  previous  years  when  we  svrept  through  the  Post  League  with  very  little  opposi-^ 
tion  and  then  turned  in  wins  over  some  of  the  best  amateur  teams  in  this  section 
This  year  our  team  was  strengthened  by  the' addition  of  Rule,  a southpaw,  former-3| 
ly  of  Fort  Monroe;  and  Skrimar,  a catcher  from  Fort  Bragg,  N.C.  Practice  ha^  nl 
already  started,  |H| 

Wheeler  Field.  Schofield  Barracks.  T.H, . March  9th.  |i 

The  18th  Pursuit  Group  has  been  engaged  in  tactical  problems  with  the  Luke” 
Field  Bombers  and  the  Attack  ;ships  from  the  26th  Attack  Squadron.  Various  forms'js 
of  diving  attacks,  both  from  above  and  below,  have  been  practiced  with  a view  tol 
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working  ouu  the  best  method  of  defense  and  offense. 'Camera  guns  were  mounted 
on  b®th  Sombers  and  Pursuit  ships.  Bombing  ■by.  Pur  suit  shiips  of  the  shadows  of 
the  Eombing;planes' oil' ’ water  werb  also- praeticed*.., 

Lieut'.  Stewart  ’?.  Towle,  .returning -from  leave  on  the  mainland,  v/as  assigned 
to  the  75th  Service  ' Squadron-. 

The  officers'-'and  ladies  of  tiflieeler  Pield' entertained -'Major  and,  Mrs,  Wash 
with  an  iU.oha  party,  at  the  Halei-wa  Beach  Club  on  Wednesday  evening,.  February  . 

4th,  Mrs.  Wash  and  daughter,  Patricia,  sailed  on- the'  Tatsuta  Manx  the  following 
day  for  a trip  aromid  the- 'world.-  - ' ■''<  . j,--- , . 

On  J'ebruarjT-  lltli,  seven  new  officers  arrived  from  the  mainland  for  duty 
at  this  field.  They  were  assigned- as  follows:  Lieut.  Pu-dolph  Pink  to  the  6th 
Squadron;  Lieut.  William  Bentley,  Jr,,  to  the  19th;  and  Lieuts.  Jolin  C.  Horton, 
George  McCoy,  Jr.,  Tliomas  McDonald,  James  L.  Majors,  and  John-  S.tribling,  Jr., 
to  the  26th  Attack  Si^adron,  ’ ■ 

' Wheeler  Field’s  baseball  candidates  started  practice,.,  ■ Two  teams,  \7ill  be 
organized  - the  19th  and  26th  Sciuadrons  and  the  6th  and  75th  Squadrons,  will 
team  together.  Out  of  these  two,  one  team  will  be  picked  to  represent  the 
field, 

primary  Flvin-s:  School.  Iferch  Field,  Calif.,  Iferch  25.rd..  . 

The  new  class  ivhich  re-ported  March  1st  consists  of  125  Flying  Cadets  and 
1st  Lieut.  John  G-.  Salsman,  Air  Corps.  Flying  on  the  primary  course  started 
on  Maxch  Sth.  : .' 

Lieut.  Pan.l  L.' Williams,  Director  of  Ilying,  was  seriously  injured  in  an 
automobile- ’accident  on  Febiuary  7th.  Ho  v/as  taken  to  Letterman  General  Hos- 
pital in  the  Fokker  Trans'port,  and  the  members  of  this  command  are  pleased  to 
hear  that  he  is  recovering  from  his  injuries,' 

In  compliance  with  recent  regulations',  the  following- named  officers  of 
the  field  part ici-pated-- in  night  flights;  Captain  Earle  H.  Tonliin  made  a flight- 
to  San  Francisco  and  return;  Lieuts.  L.H.  Dawson  and  C.H.  Dowman  to  San 
Francisco;  Lieuts,  Y.A .'Pitts  end  Eenj;  B.  Cassidy  to  Fresno,  returning 

the , same,  night ; Lieu't .- 'H.E.  Pirtle' from  Lordsburg,  -IT.M. , to  Iferch  Field;  Lieuts. 
D.M.  Allison,  James'  F.J  . Ee.rly  and  Robert  Johnston  to  San  Francisco  and  return. 

Mather  Field.  Sacramento.  Calif.  ' ' ' - • , 

The  blot  on  the  b scutcheon  of  the  -Mather  H'imrods  has  been  erased  at  last,  , 
and  they  can,  hold  their  heads  up  again  and  say:  "Who  said  thar  weren’t  no  bar, 
in  them  there  hills?"  Lieut.  B.S.  Kelsey  recently  went- up  into  the  Mt.  Shasta 
country  with  the  avowed  intention  of  returning  with  a bear,  or  not  at  all.  Those 
left  behind  a-fc  the  field,  knov/ing  the  outcome’  of  -previous  bear  hunts,  v;ere 
inclined  to  ^ffaw  in  the  sleeves  of  flying  jackets,  but,  imagine  their  conster- 
nation v/hen  some  days  later  the  big  game  hunter  returned  to. the  field  very  ', 
heavily  laden.  After- wearing  out  considerable,  boot  leather  a-nd  horse  flesh, 
climbing  around  the  hills  of  Northern  California,  a big  black  bear  was  finally 
turned  out  of  his  winter  lair  and  given  a merry  chase  which  ended  disastrously 
for  him.  The  bear  weighed  some  250  -pounds  and  was  no  easy  -pack  to  bring  out  of 
the  woods.  As  a result  of  this  hunt,  the  post  has  been  enjoying  bear  meet  for 
about  a week  or  so.  We  hope  Kelsey  meets  with  as  much  success  should  he  turn 
breadvdmier  again  very  soon. 

Three  Air  Corps  officers  from  Mather  Field  left  March  15th  for  a month’s 
tenrporary  duty  with  the  Coast' Artillery,  Field  Artillery  and  Cavalry,  res-pect- 
ively.  This  policy' has  been  in  effect  for  the.  past  several  pears  and  has  met 
with  great  oucces's  both  from-an  educational  .stand-point  and  one  of  interest  and 
enjoyment  to  the  personnel  concerned. 

Lieuts,  P.K.  'Morrill  and  R.M.  Losey  went. to  the  Cavalry  and  Field  Artillery, 
respectively,  both  at  xMonterey',  Calif.;  and  Lieut,  D.C.  Doubleday  to  the  Coast 
Artillery  at  Fort 'MacArthur . Each  of  the  foregoing  s'bations  will  send  an  offi- 
cer to  Crissy  Field  for  a month’s  tour  of  -duty  with  the  Air  Corps. 

Along  with  all  our  flying-  and  orgonization  activities,  v/e  ha.ve  found  time 
to  put  various  athletic  teams  into  the  field.  All  work  and  no  play  makes.  Jack  . 
a dull  boy,  es-pecially  -xvhen  Jack  is  in  the  Air  Corps.  Both  officers  and  enlist- 
ed men  -participate.  'The  officers  are  partial  to  volleyball,  and  daily  games 
are  scheduled  to  be  played  whenever  there  are.  Spare  moments  during  the  da,y.  A 
re-prese-ntative  team  has  played  Crissy  Field,  both  here  and  at  Crissy,  winning 
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■both  games.  The  trmp  dom  was  made  "by  air  and  a nro'blem  was  conducted  on  the 
way,  thas  com'bining  "basiness  with  pleasure. 

The  Pield  "boasts  of  a very  good  bosketball  team.  It  lias  i?on  manj/  laurels 
in  a league  in  Sacrainento  and  tied  with  Crissy  Field  for  fourth  place  in  the 
Section  D tournament  for  the  Conis  Area  Chanro  ion  ship.  This  is  quite  unexpected 
and  commendable,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  team  was  organized  only  about  a month 
before  the  Tournament,  , . 

A tennis  team  from  Rockwell  Field  recently  flew  up  here  in  three  Cartiss 
B-2  Sombers  and  three  P-lSC’s.  With  reinforcements  from  our  tennis  enthusiasts 
at  Mather  Field,  they  played  the  Sutter  La,wn  Tennis  Club  of  Sacramento,  but  lost 
by  a small  margin.  The  return  to  Rocbr.7ell  Field  vras  made  so  that  the  last  half 
hour  was  after  dark. 

The  77th  Pursuit  .S(juadron  welcomed  the  arrival  of  Lieut.  Crew  from  Crissy 
Field' as  a valuable  addition  to  our  officer  -oersonnel;  also  Master  Sergeant 
Terry,  who  reported  from  Mitchel  Field  and  was  assigned  as  Hangar  Chief.  Two 
men  were,  sent  to  Chanute  Field  for  the  Sugine  Mechanics  Course,  Sergeant  Wipf 
going  by  rail  a.nd  Private  Lester  by  Transwort. 

Competition  in  flying  is  very  keen  beWeen  the  two  Squadrons  at  the  Field. 
Each  ensuing  critique  develops  into  a high  pitch  of  excitement  comparable  to 
that  of  an  international  debate.  However,  we  all  thrive  on  conrqetition,  and 
in  the  end  we  hope  to  bring  out  points  that  will  lead  to  the  ultimate  - perfec- 
tion and  efficiency  for  the  group  as  a whole. 

It  has  been  rumored  that  Lieut.  Richards'  request  for  an  additional  supwly 
of  stocking  caps  (Texture  silk;  quality,  used)  for  the  maneuvers,  was  turned 
dovm  by  the  Air  Corps  Supply,  the  reason  being  that  there  were  none  on  hand,  and 
no  one  could  advance  ideas,  as  to  how  they  might  be  obtained.  Anyone  caring  to 
contrihute  may  do  so  at  their  ov/n  risk.  All  contributions  will  be  carefully 
considered  and  confidentially  received.  . ' 

77th  Rirsiiit  Squadron;  . In  addition  to  his  other  duties,  Lieut.  Hopkins 
has.  been  functioning  as  Engineering,  Operations,  Armament,  Conmamics.tions  and 
Intelligence  Officer  in  the  Squadron.  He'  is  also  Post  Fire  Marshall  and  has  many  j 
other  minor  positions  too .numerous  to  mention.  The  new  arrivals  will  certainly 
receive  an  extra  large  welcome  from  at  least  one  of  the  officer's. 

Since  the  recent  passage  of  the  gambling  bill  by  the  Hevada  State  Legisla- 
ture, Lieut.  Kraft  has  started  giving  lessons  in  golf.  He  claims  that  golf  is 
a better  game  anyway  and,  besides,  you- get  exercise.  That's  something. 

For  the  -past  month  Lieut.  Losey  has  been  on  a contact  mission  with  the 
11th  Cavalry  at  the  Presidio  of  Monterey,  Calif.  Lieut.  Losey  volunteered  on 
the  grounds  that  he  knew  more  covfooy  songs  than  anyone  else  and  in  that  way 
would  fit  in  better  socially,  etc.  Since  returning  he  has  been  flying  in  the 
rear  element.  So  far  no  kicks  Imve  bee.n  received. 

. . There  has  been  some  investigation  as  to  a s'uitable  location  to  hold  the 
annual  gunnery  exercises  this  year,  and  on  learning  this  , Lieut.  Crew  yelled 
"Fallon,  jfevada,"  so  loudly  that  Captain  Lynd,  after  being  informed  that  the 
town  was  only  approximately  60  miles  from  Reno,  decided  that  it  might  be  v/orth 
looking  into  and  immediately  ordered  out  two  P-I2's.  ' On  arriving  at  the  old 
home  to\7n,  Lieut.  Crew  learned  that  the  weekly  cryer  had  not  yet  purchased  a 
camera  for  its  star  re-qorte*,  arnd  consequently  he  was  cheated  out  of  the  "Home 
To\m  Boy  Makes  Good"  headline. 

San  Antonio  Air  De-jot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas.  March  14th. 

Among  out  of  town  visitors,  at  the  Depot  this  month  were  the  following  Air 
Corps  officers  attending  the  regular  monthly  conference  on  supply  and  engineer- 
ing held  at  this  Depot  on  Iferch  3rd:  1st  Lieuts.  Row  W.  Camblin,  Hatbox  Field., 
Muskogee,  Okla. ; 5.  S.  Hamlin  and  G.E.  Rice,  Fort  Sill,  Qkla. ; and  Lucas  V.Beau, 
Jr.,  Instructor  with  the  45th  Division  Aviation,  Colorado  national  Gr.ard,  Denver.  : 

On  March  4th,  Capt.  Clarence  Longacre,  QMC,  and  Mrs.  Longacre  were  welcomed  L 
as  members  of  the  Depot's  official  family  , having. arrived  here  by  automobile 
from  Washington,  D.C.  , where  Captain  Longacre  had  .been  on  dut;’  in  the  Office  of 
the  Quartermaster  General.  He  was  assigned  as  Qp.ortermast*er  at  this  Depot,  re-  | 
lieving  Ca'pt.  Jose-ph  W.  Timiiions,  Jr.,  Q)/IC,  who  is  ruider  orders  for  relief  from 
this  station  and  assignment  to  Chilkoot  Barradcs,  Alaska,  early  in  April.  ^ 

Major  Frederick  Gilbreath,  G.S.C.,  of  the  Office  Chief  of  Staff,  G-4,  . 
Washington,  and  1st  Lieut.  C.L.  Gamble,  Q]4C,  of  the  Office  of  the  Quartermaster 
General,  constituting  the  War  Dewartment  Economy  Board,  while  on  their  recent 
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visit  to  this  vicinity  ph\a  toiir  of  the  v^rioiis-Anny. activities  t-hroughout  the 
coiintry  checking  housing,  conditions,  utilities  aha-other . installations,  called 
at.ihe  Depot  .on  .March.  .7th".', ^ \ - 

Lieut. -Colonel  A.W’.'  RolD'inB^  Depot  Cormander-,-. -and  Capt.  Charles  E. Branshaw, 
Chief  Engineer  Officer,  left  March  8th  for  the  RoclOTell> Air  Depot,  Coronado, 

Calif  *.:,  for  a short  perlpi  .of  temporary  duty,-' cehf erring  with  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  that  De  ^ot  on  methods  and  systems  used  in ' -the  operation  of  AirDenots. 

• Major  GeorgeH.  Brett,.,. Commanding  .Officef'of ■•'Self ridge  Field,  Mich.,  and 
Capt,  Victor  H,  Strahm,  let  Lieut.  H.A.  Johnson- and  ‘2nd -Lieut s.E. B,  Harhold  and 
S.  P.  Wright,  of  that  Field,  were  informal  visitors  here  on  March  8th,  piloting.:, 
five  P-1  airplanes  to^Eelly  Field.  i 

On  the  afternoon  of  .,^,rch  12th,  the  Depot  was  afforded  the  pleasure  of  an 
informal  visit  from  Wing ' Comirander  L.J,  Fiehnes,''  '''Royal  Air.  Force,  Air  Attache 
with  the  British  Eaihassy  at  Washington,  who  was  visiting  the  Air  Corps  Primary 
and  Advanced  Flying  Schools  at  Brooks  and  Kelly- Fields  '.for  a study  of  training 
methods. 

First  Lieut.  Caleb  V.  Haynes,  A,.C.,  Instructor  with  the  Washington  national 
Guard,  Spokane,  was  an  overnight  visitor  at  tLe  Depot  Ivlarch  11th  and  12th,  en 
route  on  a cross-country  in  an  0-2H  from  the  West  Coast,  leaving  here  for 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala.  • ’ 

1st  Lieut.  James  3.  Carroll,  Instructor  with  the  California  national  Guard, 
Los  Angeles,  on  cross-country  from  the  West  Coast , stopped  at  this  Depot  March 
11th  for  check  and  repair  of  his  airplane,  leaving  on  the  13th  for  Fort  Croakett, 
Texas.  . ■ . , ....  ' ' ' ' .. 

The  following  airplanes  and^  engines  were  overhauled  and  repaired  "by  the 
Engineering  Department,  of  the  Depo-fc  during  February ; - . ' ■ 

■:>  Airplanes  overlie.uled;  1 A~3,  "i  A-3A,  3 A-3B,  3 0-2H,  5 P-ID,  1 P-IE, 

3:31^1,  5 pai-3,  .-S  Pf-3A,  l.C-7,  total  26;  Repaired  - 1 A-3b,  3 0-2H,  4 G-19B, 

1 PW-9D,  1 PT-3A,1  C-IC,  total  11. 

Engines  overhau.led;  32  Curtifes  D-12,  7 Wright  J~5-,  6 Wright  J-5,  10  Wasp, 
total  55;  Repaired;  33  Liberty,  2 Curtiss  D-12,  2 Wright  J-5,  total  37, 

San  Antonio  Air- Depot , Duncan  Field,  Texas,  March  51st. 

Lieut. -Col.  A.W.  Robins,  Commanding  Officer,  and  Capt.  Charles  E. Branshaw, 
Chief  Engineer  Officer,  this  Depot,  returned  from  a--week's  temporary  duty  at  the 
Rockwell  Air  Depot,  where,  they  conferred  with  the  Coimnanding  Officer  thereat'  on 
methods  and  systems  used,  in  the  operation'  of  Air  Depots.' 

While  enroute  from  Honolulu  to  Bolling  Field  on  change  of  station,  Capt. 
Harry  G.  Montgomery  paid  an  informal  visit  to  friends  at  this  Depot  on  March 
16th.  At  Honolulu  Cap-fc.  Montgomery  waS  in  charge  of  the  Hawaiian  Air.  Depot,-  He 
is  slated  to  attend  the  Army  Industrial  CollOge. 

Lieut.  Frederick  P.  Ke.nny,  of  Roclzwell  Field,  Calif.,  visited  the  De-pot  on 
March  16th  for  conference  -with  the  Commanding' Off  ice  r. " • 

. Major  H.A.  Dargue  visited  here  Iiarch'20th  and  21st,  while  enroute  in  a Y-14 
plane  from  Langley  Field,  Va. , to  Mather  Field,  Calif. 

Major  Robert  McG.  Littlejohn,  G.S.C.,  of  the  Office  Chief  of  Staff,  G-3,  a 
and  Lfejors  Douglas  B.  Hetherwood,  Win.  F..Volandt  and  Capt.  A.W.  Brock,,  Jr,,  of 
the 'Office  Chief  of  Air  Cor^s,  visited  here  Marbh  25th  during  a cross-country 
tour  in  a-Y-lC-14  airplane,  in  connection  withpprojected  new  construction' at 
various  activities. 

Mr.  J.  Earl  Schaefer,  Vice  President  in  Charge  of  Sales,  of  the  Stearman 
■Aircraft.  Company,  Wichita,  Kansas,  was  a visitor  at  the  Depot  March  27th  v/hile 
enroute  to  Brooks  Field  in  connection  with  the  Stearman  training  planes  now 
undergoing  service  test  at  the  Primary  Flying  School*  ■ ' 

1st  Lieut.  Richard  T.  Aldworth,'  U.S.A. , .^etired.  Manager  of  the  Hewark,  H.J. 
Airport,  formerly  with  the  Air  Corps  and  for  a number  of  years  on  duty  at  this 
Depot,  visited  San  Antonio,  his  home  town,  and  called  at  the  Depot-  on  March  30th 
to  greet  old  friends. 

.Third  Attack  Grouip.  Fort  Crockett.  Texas,  March ‘15th.  •'  • = 

March  25th  was  set  aside  as  Field  Day,  to  be  devoted  to  a track  and  field 
meet.  The  rparticipants  have  been  working  out  almost  daily  for  this  meet,  which 
promises  to  be  the  best  ever  held  here.  A cup  will -'be  presented  to  the  Squadron 
winning  the  meet. 
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Oilie  13th  Squadron,  post  ‘baskefball  champs,  have  played  theif  first'  game 
of  a "best;  two  out  of  three  series  to  determine  the  championship  of  Galveston 
County.  Iheir  oirponents  are  the  Santa  Fe.  The  13th  lost  the  first  game  35  to 
28.  The  game  was  close  throughout,  and  not  until  :the  last  quarter  did  either 
team  have  the  advantage. 

Second  hieuts.  Paw.l  L.  Torrence  and  Hernan  C.  'West,  Reserve  Officers  who 
were  stationed  with  the  Group  for  the  past  year,  were  transferred  for  duty  with 
the  2nd  Bombardment  Group  at  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Sergeant  Arthur  J.  Muldoon,  51,  9Qth  Attack  Squadron,  died  March  10th  at 
the  post  hospital.  He  was  one  of  the  oldes-t  men  in' point  of  service  with  the 
Group.  Interment  was  in  a local  cemetery.  • ‘ 

Hight  flying  in  formation  is  being  practiced  most  every  night  by  Group 
pilots.  As  yet  no  cross-country  hops  at  night  have  been  made. 

Maxwell  Field.  Montgomery.  Ala.  , ^vlarch  28th. 

Fl3.ung  for  the  ipast  three  weeks  v/ere  entirely  in  the'  nature  of  ni^it  mis- 
sions. Routine  landings  ?/ith  some  short  cross-country  practice  occupied  the' 
pilots'  flying  time.  Excellent  success  has  been  met,  the  weather  being 
unusually  favorable. 

Early  in  March  the  last  detail  of  officers  returned  from  Port  Benning, 
completing  the  exchange  of  personnel  between  the  Georgia  post  and  Maxwell  Field, 
This  custom  is  suspended  througihout  the  summer  months.  i 

Maxwell  Field  Polo  enthusiasts  were  given  a treat  recently  by  an  interest- 
ing match  between  the  local  players  and  the  Port  Benning  Freebooters.  Captains 
Gee,  Tuttle  and  Lieut.  McKnight  formed  the  bulwark  of  the  Benning  team,  while 
matched  against,  them  were  Lieuts.  Richard  J.  French,  Bruce  A,  Tyndall ,' Ihirray 
Woodbury  and  Mitchell  Borden,  all  of  I\fexwell,  The  Freebooters  were  more  accu- 
rate in  their  hitting  and  sat  a little  more  familiarly  on  their  mounts,  coming 
through  with  a seven  to  five  victory  over  the;  home  organization. 

Wright  Field.  Dayton,  Ohio,  March  23rd. 

A Board  of  Officers  met  at  Wright  Field  in  Pebru.ary  to  discuss  and  adopt  a 
general  arrangement  and  the  type  of  buildings  best  adapted  to  the ■ construction 
of  a model  air  depot.  The  Board  was  made  up  of  Lieut. -Col.  A.W.  Robins,  San 
Antonio  Air  Depot;  CaiDt,  ^^aughlin,  lairfield  Air  Depot;  Lieuts.  Roy  A.  Dunn, 
Middletown  Air  Depot;  B.M.  Giles,  Roci-rwell  Field,  Corono,do,  Calif.;  G. V.McPike, 
Fairfield  Air  Depot,  and  Charles  E.  Thomas,  San  Antonio,  Texas. • ' ■ 

Three  0-19C  airplanes  were  ferried  to  Wright  Field  for  flight  and  perform- 
ance testing  in  February  by  Lieuts.  J.D.  Corkille,  J.A.  Woodruff  and  F.D. Klein.  • 
They  were  flo\m  from  the  Tlioma.s-Morse  plant  in  Buffalo , NeW''l’’ork. 

Two  additional  iplanes  of  the  samie  type  were  flo\wi  in  by  Lieuts,  C.D. 
McAllister  and  Capt,  J.G.  Taylor.  Lieut.  H.T.  McCormick,  Air  Corps  Representa- 
tive at  the  plant  of  the  Curtiss  Co.,  ferried  a Fairchild  Photographic  plane 
from  the  plant  of  the  Fairchild  Co.,  Parmingdale,  N.Y.,  -to  the  Ifeteriel  Div, 

Ca,pt.  C.P.  Wheeler  left  for  Washington  Feb,  19th  for  conference  with  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps. 

Lieut.  Donald  P,  Stace  left  Wright  Field  by  air  recently  for  an  extended  ■ 
flight  which  took  him  to  Scott  Field;  Lambert  Field,  St.  Louis;  Kansas  City; 

Fort  Riley;  Muskogee;  Port  Sill;  Grand  Prairie,  Texas;  Kelly  Field;  Brooks 
Field;  San  Antonio  Air  Depot;  Randolph  Field;  Fort  Sam  Houston;  Galveston; 
Montgomery;  Birmingham;  Birmingham;  At'la.nta;  Fort  Bragg;  Langley  Field,  Bolling 
Field;  Aberdeen;  Mitchel  Field;  Middletown,  Pa. ,-and  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  At  each 
of  these  stops,  Lieut.  Staxe  was  in  coiifierence  with  the  Conmanding  Officer  of 
the  post  to  ga.in  the  necessary , information  for  a complete  study  of-  the  suxjply 
and  equi'pment  situation  -prevailing  throughout  the  Air  Corps.' 

Ca-pt.  Robert  Kauch  axd  Lieut,  Donald  L.  Brmier  returned- from  Santa  Monica, 
Calif,,  \vhere  they  had  gone  to  ferry  two  BT-2B  airplanes  from  the^  x^lant  of  the  | 
Douglas  Comxoany  to  Wright  Field. 

Capt.  .John  Y.  York,  Jr.,  gave  a lecture  on  Feb.  20th  before  the  Reserve 
Officers*  Club  on  "Industrial  War  Plans."' 

Lieut.  H.P.,  Rush  flew  to  Washington  Feb..  25th,  meiiing  a night  return 
flight.  . , 

Ca-pt.  Lowell  H.  Smith,  Air  Coi-ps  Re.-presentative  at  the  -plant  of  the  Keystone 
Company,  s'pcnt  several  days  at  the  Ivlateriel  Division  in  February. 

-155-  V~6138,  A.C. 


Capt.  Glen  T.  .Lampton,  Specialist  Reserve,  re-;)orted  Ret).  24th  for  two 
weeks*  active  duty,  during  which  .time  he  was  engaged  in  the  Industrial  War  Plans 
Section  and  as  Instructor  in  the  Air  Corps  Engineering  School. 

.Lieut,  S.E.  Prudhomine  left  Peh,  26th  for  Maxwell  Field,  Ala.,  to  ferry  an 
0-195  .from  that  station  to.  Fairfield  for  overhaul. 

Gapt.  A.B.  McDaniel  and  Lieut.  C.W,  Sullivan,  of  the  Office  Chief  of  the 
Air~;Corps?  Capt.  F.O.  Carroll  and  Lieut,  Wendell  Brookley,  Wright  Field;  Lts. 
W.R.  Carter  and  J.R.  Morgan,  Brooks.  Fields  formed  a hoard  which  convened  at 
Wright  Field  iferch  2nd  to  determine  the  suitability  for  training  purposes  of 
the  Consolidated  XPT- 2B3  airplane.  The  Board  was  in  session  for  severa.1  days, 
and  its  findings  were  sent  to  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corns. 

Lieut.  W.IT.  Amis  returned  recently  from  a six  weeks’  trip.  Which  included 
Panama  and  Honolulu.'  During  this  trip  he  superintended  the  installation  of  and 
instruction  in  the  use  of  supply  equipment  at  the  va.rious  stations  en  route. 

Ba.yard  Johnson  and  Reuben  C.  Moffatt  are  the  latest  of  our  Lieutenants  now 
walking  about  as  Captains. 

Lieut.  H.A.  Bartron  arrived  at  YJright  Field  March  7th  from  Kelly  Field  to 
confer  with  the  Chief  of  the  Ivfe.teriel  Division  regarding  equipment  and  su^Dplies 
for,  Randolph  Field,  Texas. 

Caipts.F.O.  Carroll,  J.G.  Taylor,  Lieuts.  A.F.  Hegenberger,  J.A.  Woodruff, 
W.G.  Smith,  H.P.  Rush,  and  D.W.  Watkins  left  for  Hasbrouck  Heights,  Iferch  10th, 
te  ins-pect  mock-ups  of  the  IP- 8 8,nd  YO-27  at  the  plant  of  the  Foldcer  Company. 

Lieut.  C.A.  Caldwell  took  off  for  Middletown,  Pa,,  Washington,  D.C., 
Baltimore,  Mitchel  Field,  Hartford,  Conn,  and  Boston,  Mass.,  for  conference  with 
commanding  officers  of  the  various  fields  regarding  arrangements  for  the  Air 
Corps  Exercises  to  be  held  in  May. 

Major  A. H,  Gilkeson,  ifeijor  E.G.  Reinartz,  Lieuts.  J.E.  Parker,  L.A. 
Hendricks  and  O.B.  Robey  fle^7  to  Chanute  Field  Ikxvch  12th,  returning  that  ni^t. 

Major  General  W.G.  Everson,  Chief  of  the  Militia  Bureau,  and  Capt.  V.J. 
Meloy,  Air  Corps,  assigned  to  the  Militia  Bureau,  visited  the  Materiel  Division 
March  11th,  leaving  on  the  12th  for  Washington. 

Capt,  Karl  S . Axtater  addressed  the  students  of  the  University  of  Dayton 
on  Jfe,rch  16th  on  "The  Development  of  Lighter- than- Air  craft,"  The  lecture  was 
illustrated  by  moving  pictures, 

Capts.F.O.  Carroll  and  Bayard  Johnson,  Lieuts.  D.L.  Bruner,  J. A. Woodruff , 
C.D.  McAllister,  A. A.  Kessler,  flev/  to  Detroit  I^.rch  16th  to  inspect  the  mock- 
up  of  a new  type  of  two-seater  Pursuit  plane  being  manufactured  by  the  Detroit 
Aircraft  Corporation. 

Lieut.  H.R.  Wells  left  by  train  Mnrch  17th  for  Bristol,  Pa.,  to  ferry  a 
new  Bombardment  airplane  to  Wright  Field. 

Lieut.  A.F.  Hegenberger  left  on  March  19th  for  Seuta  Monica,  Calif. , to 
ferry  to  Wright  Field  a BT-2B  airplane  from  the  plant  of  the  Douglas  Company. 

M.  Kataoka,  K.  Teramoto  and  T.  Sumaga,  the  first  of  the  Imperial  Japanese 
Havy  and  the  latter  two  of  the  Imperial  Japanese  Army,  Tokio,  Japan,  were  re- 
cent visitors  at  the  Materiel  Division. 


Major  H.H.  Arnold  left  Wright  Field  'March  15th  for  conference  vdth  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Washington,  regarding  plans  for  the  Air  Corps  Maneuvers, 
traveling  from  there  to  Boston  and  Hartford  to  further  arrangements  for  the  same 
purpose.  He  returned  to  Wright  Field  on  March  22nd. 

^ong  representatives  of  aircraft  manufacturers  visiting  the  Division  for 
consultation  during  the  past  month  were:  C.G.  Peterson,  Ford  Motor  Co., Detroit; 
H.H.  Tilley  and  Peter  Wessel,  Kinner  Airolane  and  Engine  Corp. , Glendale , Calif . : 
D.J.  Lo\7m.an,  Lycoming  Mfg.  Co.,  T/illiamsport , Pa.;  S.P.  Lyon,  Thomas-Morse  Co., 
Buffalo;  G.  Estoppey,  Chicago;  Claude  Sauzedde,  Sauzedde  Brakes,  Detroit;  W.A. 
Schiegel,  Zwitlich  Equipment  Co,,  Trenton,  H.J.;  R.H.  -Isaacs,  Eclipse  Aviation 
Co,,^East  Orange,  H.J.;  F.B,  Glover,  Sky  Specialties  Co.,  Detroit;'H.R.  Ogden, 
Curtiss  Wright  Co.,  Garden  City,  N.Y.;  E.E'.  Aldrin,  Standard  Oil  Development  Co., 
Hew  York  City;  Lawrence  Bell,  Consolidated  Aircraf'fc  Corp.,  Biffalo,  H.Y.;  Robert 
P.  Farnsworth,  Curtiss-V/right  Co.,  Washington,  D.C.;  E.H.  Gott  and  C.T.  Porter, 
Keystone  Aircraft  Co.,  Bristol,  Pa.;  R.L.  Hankinson,  Consulting  Engineer,  Hew 
Apany,  _Ind. ; M.C.  Fox,  Curtiss  A.  and  M.  Co.,  Buffalo,  H.Y.;  Nelson  Palmquist, 
St.  Louis  Aircraft , Corp. , St. Louis ; P.G.  Johnson,  Boeing  Co.,  Seattle;  J.F. Meade, 
Merrary  Aircraft  Co.,  Hammondswort,  N.Y.;  Hamilton  Foley,  Pittsburgh  Screw  and 
pp  p.,  Pittsburgh;  B.G.  Carlson,  Sperry  Gyro  Co.,  N.Y.  City;  Mac  Short  and 
Stearraan  Aircraft  Co.,  Wichita,  Kans.;  Fredk  Charavay,  Hartzell 
popell®r  Co.,  Piq'ua,  Ohio;  L.S.  Hobbs,  Pratt  and  Whitney  Co,,  Hartford,  Conn. ; 
pslie  L.  Irvin,  Irving  Air  Chute  Co.,  Buffalo;  E.C.  Friel  and  C.F.  Biesemeier, 
Gross-Foster  Airplane  Co.,  Kansas  City;  Frank  W.  Caldwell,  Hamilton  Standard 
Propeller  Co.,  Pittsburgh;  V.E.  Bertrandias,  Fokker  Co.,  New  York;  D.  Miller, 
Fairchild  Co.,  New  York;  and  Donald  Douglas,  Douglas  Co.,  Santa  Monica,  Calif. 
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rail-field  Air  i)e->ot.  ^airf ie-ld',"-  Gliio . Iferch  ISth.  , ■ • 

J.'Iajor  A.'L.  Sneed,  Commanding  Officer,  departed  "by  rail  on  March,  4th,  and 
Capt,  Barton  B.  Ler/is  and  Lieat,  George  V.  McPike  on  JIarch  3rd  for  Port  Eiley,  1 

Kansas,  to  secure  and  ferry  0-2hA.  airplanes  to  this  station  for  inspection  and  ^ 

repair  for  use  in  the  Air  Corps  Deraohstrations  to  he  held  in  May.  They  return-  | 

ed  I'.ferch  8th,  des'pite  very  unfavprahle  weather,  |i 

Lieute“Col.  L.E.  Goddier,  Jr.,  spent  a few  days'  lea-ve  of  absence  in;  j| 

Washington,  D.C.,  from  March  3rd  to  7th,  ' . j| 

Lieut.  Melvin  B.  Asp  departed  hy  rail  Jiarch  9th  for  Fort  Eiley,  Kansas,  to  ! 
secure  and  ferry  an  0-25A  airplane  to  this  station  for  inspection  and  repair  j| 
for  use  in  the  Air  Corps  Demonstrations  in  May,  He.  returned  on  the'  12th.  || 

The  Operations  Officer  started  a' series  of  night  flying  tests,  the  person-  i' 

nel  of  this  Depot  being  the  participants. 

Due  to  an  epidemic  of  influenza  at  this  post,  no  social  functions  were 
held  during  the  past  few  weeks,  i 

Among  those  visiting  the  post  during  the  past  tw-o  weeks,  the  following  were 
noted:  Ifej or- General  William  E.  Itrerson,  Chief  of  the  Militia  Bureau,  and  Capt, 
Vincent  J.  Meloy,  ferch  11th,  to  make  an  inspection  of  this  Denot  - Lieut, 

Harold  A.  Bartron,  Kelly  Pield,  Texas,  March. 9th,  fo  make  an  inspection  in  con-  I 
nection  with  the  consolidation  of  the  Depot  and  Station  Supply  Departments  here  - | 
Lieut,  Souza  and.Sgt,  Burval,  Clianute  Field;  Sgt . Caldwell  and  Sgt,.  Carrson,  |, 

Stout  Field,  and  Lieut,  Poe,  Selfridge  Field,  March  10th, . enroute  on  cross-  |j 

country  missions  - Lieuts.  Herman,  Meehan,  and  two.  passengers,  from  Selfridge  |' 
Field;  Lieut.  McConnell  and  Pvt.  Blasczak,  Lieut.  Boyden  and  Sgt,  Williams,  from  j 
Horton  Field,  March  6th,  on  cross-country  flights  - Lieut.  Hewhall  and  Sgt.  jl 

Ossler,  Chicago;  Libut,  Douglas  and  Pvt.  Hoi zapped  , Bowman  Field,.  March  5th,  on  \ 
cross-country  missions  - Lieut.  Frederick  and  Corporal  torray,  Chanute  Field, 

March  1st,  on  cross-country  mission  - Lieut.  Hegy,  S.elfridge  Field,  March  11th,  i 
en  route  on  cross-country  trip.  i 

On  I\'Iarch  4th,  Lieut,  Bui-gess  departed  from  this  station,  ferrying  a P-IC 
airplane  to  Chanute.  Lieut.  Giovannoli  departed,  ferrying  a P-IC  to  Bolling 
Field. 

Captain  Giffin  and  Pvt.  Davis,  Maxwell  Field,  departed  for  their  home  sta- 
tion, having  been  on  a cross-country  flight.  ; 

Lieuts.  Starrat  and  Burgess,  and  Sgt . Jackson,  Chanute  Field,  arrived  in  | 
two  BT-2*s  on  Ivlarch  4th  on  cross-country  missions. 

Indiana  national  Guard  Air  Service,  (113th  Obs.  Squadron);  | 

Tlie  0T)erations  Eeport  for  this  Squadron  during  the  year  1930  shov/s '2,682 
hours  flown  by  pilots,'  1,824  hours  by  observers,  making  a total  of  4,506 
hours.  Lieut,  Howard  Maxvrell  led  the  field  with  350  hours  as  pilot,  I 

Lieut,  Dayton  D.  Watson,  our  ^^egular  Army  Instrupt.or’,  is  now  honeymooning 
in  Panama.  Capt.  Thoma,s  S.  Voss,  of  Chanute  Field,  was  detailed  here  tenrporari- 
ly  during  the  absence  of  Lieut.  Watson.  • . 

Scott  Field.  Belleville,  111,,  March  18th.  ! 

All  organizations  and  departments  of  Scott.  Field  were  commended  by  Lieut. - 
Col.  John  A.  Paegelow,  post  commander,  as  the  result  of  reports  received  in  con- 
nection with  the  . annual  inspection'.  The  inspection  was  in  Hoveraber,.  and  was  con- 
ducted by  Colonel  William  H.  Burt  and  Major  Ernest  J.  Carr,  Inspector  General’s  ■ 
Department.  ’ ' , , I 

That  ^/lajor' General  Frank  Parker,  Sth  Cor-ps  Area,  was  pleased  with'  the  report | 
submitted  by  the  Inspectors,  was  shown  in  the  recent  letter  of  commendation  re- 
ceived by  Col,  Paegelow.  .The  following  are  extracts  from  the  letter;  , 

"It  ap-pears  from  the  re-jorts  of  the  Corps  Area  Inspector  General  of  his 

annual  inspection  of  Scott  Field  for  the  Fiscal  Year  1931  that  the  post,  under  i 

your  command,  is  being  administered  in  a forceftil,  business-like  and  efficient  ; 

manner.  Special  comment  was  made  upon  the  well-.cared-for  appearance  of  the 

post,  your  interest  in  the  welfare  of  your  command  and  the  efficiency  with  which 
you  eliminated  deficiencies  found  at  the  last  previous  inspection. 

These  accomplishments  have  my  sincere  appreciation  and  approbation. " 

Favorable  fiying  conditions  enabled  the  lighter-than-air  pilots  at  Scott 
Field  to  make  big  strides  in  their  training  program  during  the  first  two  weeks  I 
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of  March,  fhe  tuo  airships  iiovr  in  conrnission,  the  T.C. -6-241  and  the  T.C.ll- 
271,  were  flown  for  alout  a total  of  40  hours,  and  all  the  flying  except  one 
short  test  flight  was  in  connection  with  the  training  program. 

Navigation  problems  wore  solved  in  cross  country  flights  over  a course 
to  Decatur  and  Springfield,  111.,  and  return.  .Shorter  problems  were  involved 
in  cross-country  flights  of  a less  extended  nature.  Idie  "71"  ship  v;as  used 
on  these  problems  as  vrith  its  closed  cahiii  it  iS’ more  comfortable  for  the  crew 
on  extended  flights. 

Camera  obscura  flying  for  bombing  training  v/as  carried  out  with  the  "241", 
and  this  phase  of  the  training  will  soon  be  cleaned  up  with  a, continuance  Of 
good  flying  weather. 

Athletic  activities,  at  Scott  field  slowed  do\TO  since  the  c]ase  of  the 
inter- squadron  bashetball  .series.  The  post  basketball  team  is  continuing  its 
■ play  in  order  to  take  part,  in' the  Corps  Area  athletic  meet  at  Port  Sheridan. 
Lieut.  George  Stokes,  boxing'  instructor,  has.  a fevr  men  in  training  for  the 
same  event.  . ‘ ■ 

The  'Sth  Airship-  Company  showed  themselves  to  bo  excellent  losers  in  the 
basketball  championship.  The  conduct  of  the  team  in  its  losing  gaanes  vias  the 
result  of  many  favorable  comments  during  the  series  and  then, to  climax  their 
sportsmanlike  action,  they  were  host  to  the  champion  15th  Squa^dron  team  at  a 
Smoker  on  Inarch  ■12th.  itccellent  food  and  entertainment  v^eve  provided,  and 
imrqromptu  speeches  were  called  for  from  many  of  the  guests. 

2nd  Lieut.  Kennedy  Dodds,  Reserve,  recently  on  active  duty  at  Dodd  field. 
Port  Sam  Houston,  Texas,  was  ordered  to  Scott  field  and  is  scheduled  to  be 
assigned  to  the  15th  Observation  Sqaadron  for  training.  His  home  is  in  Denver, 
Colorado,  and  he  is  to  be  on  active  duty  until  febmary  28,  1932. 

Brooks  field.  San  Antonio,  Texas,  Aori'l  1,  1931. 

Captain  Gerd  von  I'ilassow,  of  the  German  Aviation  Section,  who  has  been  sta- 
tioned at  Brooks  field  while  in  attendance  at  the  Air  Corps . Primary  flying 
School,  was  transferred  to  the  Advanced  flying. School  at  Kelly  field.  He  was 
very  popular  and  well  liked  at  Brooks,  and  his  many  friends  are  wishing  him 
continued  success. 

Interesting- visitors  at  the  field  on  Ivhrch  14th  were  Congressmen  Kvale 
and  Clague,  of . Minnesota. 

' Lieut  .-Col.  H.B.  Clagett,  Commanding  Officer  of  Brooks  field,  who  went  to 
Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  to  procure  a new  BT-2B  plane  allotted  to  the  field,  re- 
turned after  a week's  absence.  He  was  detained  at  El  Paso  on  account  of  heavy 
rains. ' 

An  interesting  visitor  at  Brooks  field  on  March  14th  was  Lieut. -Col.  J.L. 
Piemies,  'Wing  Commander,  Aviation  Department,  British  Army,  on  duty  as  Air 
Attache  of  the  British  Embassy  at  Washington,  Major  H.H.C.  Richards,  in  command 
of  the  field  in  Col,  Clagett' s absence,  was  host  to  Col.  fiennes,'  and  wdth  him 
inspected  the  Primary  flying  School  and  Brooks  field  oroper. 

Second  Lieut.  Robert  L.  Easton,  Adjutant  and  Supply  Officer,  58th  Service 
Sqaadron,  was  transferred  to  the  Primary  flying  School  upon  completion  of  the 
Instructors'  course  in  flying.  The  Squadron  regrets  his  loss,  but  wishes  him 
every  success  in  his  new  field  of  endeavor. 

58 th  Service  Squadron;  This  organization  is  divided  into  two  platoons, 
with  Tech.  Sgts.  George  D.  Btotoi  and  John  S.  Dombeck  as  leaders. 

Sergeant  fletcher  has  agreed  to  manage  the  Sqaadron  baseball  team.  He 
reports  excellent  material  in  the  sixteen  men  who  are  trying  out  for  various 
positions  on  the  team.  Twelve  new  uniforms  and  other  necessary  equipment  w«Po 
received  to  malco  the  boys  happy. 

Tech.  Sgt.  Russell  C.  Peckliam  v;as  transferred  to  the  62nd  Service  Squadron. 
The  58th  was  reluctant  to  lose  him,  but  wishes  him  success  and  happiness  in 
whatever  he  undertalces.  Tech.  Sgt,  John  S.Domback,  from  the  62nd,  is  replace- 
ment for  Sgt.  Pockhara,  and  the  Sqaadron  is  extending  him  a hearty  welcome. 

Staff  Sgt.  Krell  arrived  from  the  Canal  Zone  and  identified  himself  as  a 
member  of  the  Squadron.  Ho  replaces  Staff  Sgt.  Jack  Steele  who  goes  to  Panama. 

2Qth  Photo  Section;  Lieut.  Oalcley  G.  Kelly,  who  gained  international 
prominence  for  his  transcontinental  non-stop  flight  v;ith  Lieiit . Macready,  was 
transferred  to  the  52nd  School  Squadron  as  Commanding  Officer.  The  personnel 
regret  his  loss,  as  he  was  well  liked  by  all  the  men  of  the  organ! za't ion.  Lieut. 
E.C,  Robbins  has  been  attached  and  assumed  command  of  the  20th  Hioto  Section, 
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and  personnel  of  liis  organization  are  making  him  welcome  . 

Pfc.  William.s  returned  after  completing  a course  of  instruction  in  photo- 
graphy at  Chaimte  Field,  111.  "Ba.t"  stated  he  didn*  t recognize  the  old  place  he- 
cause  of  the  great  number  of  iianrovements  made  in  the  Section  during  his  absence. 

Pfc.  Breal^efield  returned  fromi  the  West  Point  Prep  School  at  Fort  Sam 
Houston.  It  is  understood  he  finished  at  the  top  of  his  class  and  took  the  ex- 
aminations v/hich  were  given  March  4th,  All  hope  that  he  will  make  the  "Point." 

Tech.  Sgt.  Michler  and  his  staff  of  landscape  gardeners  are  very  busy 
beautifying  the  laru  in  front  of  the  Photo  Hut,  and  when  they  coiirplete  their 
plans  the  "hut"  will  appear  second  to  none  on  the  field  in  artistic  arrangement. 

11th  School  Group  Headcruarters ; Tech.  Sgt.  Scott  returned  from  furlough  - 
Pvt.  Lillard  returned  from  a 3 months*  fur'.oUjjii  incident  to  his  reenlistment, 
as  did  Staff  Sgt.  Eldridge,  the  latter  assuming  his  duties  as  Sergeant-Major  in 
the  Personnel  Office  at  Post  Headquarters. 

Sgt,  Cox,  of  the  58th,  is  the  recipient  of  many  congratulations  from  members 
of  the  11th,  which  organization  joined  v;ith  the  58th  in  a dance  recently,  spon- 
sored by  Sgt.  Cox.  The  occasion  proved  one  of  the  most  successful  of  the  season. 

Staff  Sgt.  Bigle3’'  was  transferred  to  Mitchel  Field.  The  organization 
wishes  him  luck  in  his  new  assignment. 

The  baseball  season  has  opened  and  the  men  are  out  each  day  for  practice, 

52nd  School  Squadron;  The  boys  made  an  excellent  showing  on  the  range. 

■ Everything  points  to  a successful  baseball  season  for  the  52nd,  Under  the 

expert  tutelage  of  Lieut.  Cobb,  it  is  doubtful  if  another  squadron  will  be  able 
to  give  our  boys  any  competition. 

Captain  Finter  was  relieved  of  his  duties  as  Souadron  Commander  and 
Oakley  G.  Kelly  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Ai“ter  almost  a year  in  our 
midst,  Captain  Finter’ s departure  is  occasioning  much  regret.  He  has  gained 
our  respect  as  a splendid  skipper.  We  are  m.ore  than  pleased  than  an  officer  of 
Lieut.  Kelly’s  abilitj?-  has  been  chosen  to  succeed  him. 

46th  School  Squadron;  Privates,  1st  Class,  Jolms  and  Black  report  a de- 
lightful cross-country  to  Eagle  Pass  last  week. 

Our  own  Squadron  orchestra  is  budding,  and  with  a few  m.ore  additions  we 
shall  have  an  orchestral  flower  blossomed  in  the  barracks. 

Pvt.  Orth,  who  has  been  a,ttending  the  West  Point  Prep  School  at  Fort  Sam 
Houston,  is  back  with  the  Squadron  and  is  oq'timistic  about  the  possibilities  of 
attending  the  Academy.  His  friends  are  wishing  him  the  best  of  luck. 

Private  Wiley,  of  Waco,  is  a new  addition  to  the  Squadron.  He  says  his  ; 
ambition  tobecome  a Cadet  from  civil  life  seemed  too  far  away,  so  he  came  on 
into  the  service  like  a good  boy,  and  we  are  delighted  to  have  him.  The  46th 
now  has  four  potential  officers  - three  for  the  Flying  School  and  one  for  the 
Point, 

Air  Cor-Qs  Reserve  Activities  in  Hew  En/land;  , . . 

The  Reserve  officers  of  the  442nd  and  443rd  Pursuit  Squadrons,  most  of  whom 
fly  at  the  Boston  Airport,  are  preparing  for  the  coming  Air  Corps  Maneuvers, 

They  plan  to  obtain  all  valuable  points  on  combat  flying.  Many. of  the  officers  I 
hope  to  be  participating  in  various  missions  connected  with  the  execution  of  the 
maneuvers. 

Somie  of  the  officers  have  been  obtaining  some  training  in  flying  by  instru- 
ments under  the  ’’Hood"  over  the  rear  cockpit  of  a PT-1.  j 

Lieut.  Joseph  A.  Wilson,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Detachment  at  the  Air- 
^port,  caused  one  of  the  ?T’ s to  be  equipped  v'ith  a hood  over  the  rear  coclnit, 
and  had  necessary  additional  instruments  installed  therein.  Lieut.  Wilson  made 
the  first  tests  of  this  "blind  flying"  ship,  after  which  Lieut.  Tapley,  Majors 
Beaman,  Raymond  and  Ca’pt.  Charles  Clark  began  their  training.  Almost  any  day 
the  queer  looking  steed  may  be  seen  plowing  around  over  the  airoort, 

Lieut.  R.C.  Moffa,t  was  a recent  visitor  at  the  field.  He  was  the  first 
commanding  officer  here,  and  he  was  su.rprised  to  note  the  changed  aspect  of  the 
airport.  He  was  warmlj^  greeted  by  his  many  friends  here. 
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Informa.tion- Division  - ^ Munitions  Building 

Air  Corps  ' ' Washington,  D.C, 

The  chief  purpose  of  this  ipahli  cation  is  to  distribute  information  on_  aero - 
■ nautics  to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Array,  Reserve  Corps,  National 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation, 

Pablishers  are  authorized  to  reprint  material  appearing  in  this  publica- 
tion. 
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■ AVIATION*  S EENEEACTOR,  THE _ SILK  WORM. 

Ry  Lfe,jor  Charles  J,'  Cleary,  Air  Corps  Reserve, 

Materials  Branch,  Ivfetoriel  Division,  fright  Field 

0 NR' old  friend  Noah  Webster  said  tliat  "philanthrope  is  concerned  with  the 
■prevention  of  calamity,  rather  than  in  allaying  it,"  in  which  case  there 
seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  our  friend  of  the  "Lepidoptera"  family, who 
is.ssometimes  called  "Bombyx  Mori,"  is  a real  philanthropist,  especially  as  far 
as  the  members  of  the  flying  fraternity  .a,re -concerned. 

Now  "Lepidoptera"  really  means  a scale-winged  insect  and  "Bombyx  Mori" 
means  the  mulberry  silk- worm,  so  in  reality  his  full  name  is  Jvir.  Bombyx  Mori 
■ Lepidoptera;  and-  it  is  to  him  and  the  other  members  of  his  very  numerous  and 
prolific  family  that  all  flyers , both  good  and  bad  (referring  only  to  their 
ability) , are  indebted  for  the  wonderful  fiber  from  which  the  present  parachute 
cloth  is  made.  It  is  about  this  very  capable  and  iiidustrious  little  fellow 
that , the  following  sketch  is  written,  in  the  hope  that  his  real  worth  will  be 
appreciated  and  that  his  prodiict  will  receive  the  credit  among  the  male  sex 
which  is  its  due,  not  only  because  it  adoinis  the  opposite  sex,  but  for  the  re- 
markable -physical  properties  of  the  material  from  which  our  excellent  parachutes 
are  made , , , 

:It  is  generalljr  agreed  tlmt  the.  origin  of  the  silk  industry  was  in  China, 
about  2700  B.C.A  according  to  the  Chinese  myths  and  legends.  For  a long  while 
it  was  a strictly-guarded  secret  of  the  royal  family  and  was  presided  over  by 
the  reigning  quean, ' About  500  B.C,,  according  to  Confucius,  it  was  the  custom 
for  ths-  ladies  of  the  manj’’  royal '-palaces  to  draw  lots,  and  those  who  held  the 
lucky  .numbers  were  thus  chosen  to  be  sent  to  the  nursery  to  care  for  the  worns  , 
Lucky  ladies  and  lucky  worms!  but'  luckier  pilots  who  didn't  have  to  try  to 
put  that  one  across  at  home  and  "make  it  stick," 

Early  in  the  Christian  era,  the  cixltiva:tion  of  the  silk  worm  was  intro- 
duced into  Japan,  later  spreading  to  Asia,  Persia  and  Turkey,  In  the  eighth 
century  it  spread 'to  Arabia,  and  thence  to  Spain,  In  the  twelfth  century,  silk 
culture  was  practiced  in  France,  but  in  the  latter  country  it  was  not  until 
Louis  XIV,  who  demanded  so  much  from  his  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  the  way  of 
dress,  as  well  as  -In  other  things,'  that  'the  silk  industry  really  made  any  appre- 
ciable progress  in  France, 

^In  America,  as  early  as  1620,  there  were  atteirrpts  on  the  part  of  the 
Virginia  colonists  to  raise  irn.ilberry  tree's,  and  in'  1657  there  were  just  as 
definite  attempts  to  raise  silk  worms.  All  of  these  attempts  enjoyed  a certain 
amount  of  success,  but  about' 1840,  after  a spectacular  series  of  -promotions, 
blights,  and  financial  manipulations,  the  entire  American  industry  of  raising 
silk  worms  and  the  cultivation  of  'mulberry  trees  died  an  urniatural  death;  and 
although  there  have  been  sporadic  attempts  to  revive  it,  the  corpse  has  remain- 
ed a corpse  to  this  day.  The  iiiain  reason  for  the  failure  of  this  industry  in 
America  is  that  the  production  of  raw  silk  is  essentially  a household  industry 
which  talces  a great  amount  of  time  and  a still  greater  amount  of  hand  labor# 

Now  let  us  see  all  of  the  trouble  that  our  friend,  Mr.  Bombyx  M, Lepidoptera, 
must  go  through  in  the  raising  of  a family?-.  There  are  two  main  types  of  worm  - 
those  re-producing  many  times  annually,  which  are  called  "polyvoltine, " and  those 
which ^ re-produce  only  once  amrually  and  are  called  "annual."  The  latter  are  the 
superior  kind,  although  both  kinds  are  used  in  the  culture  of  silk,  For  tlie 
ann-ual  worm  there,  is  a time  interval  of  about  ten  months'  between  the  time  the 
eggs  are  laid  and  their  hatching.  Hie  first  six  months  are  required  for  a 
period  of  hibernation,  and  then  the  incubation  follows,  which  takes  about  one 
month.  Between  the  time  the  worm  is  hatched  and  it  spins  its  cocoon  is  a perio  d 
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of  about  forty  days,  which  are  very  ‘busy  ones  for  the  new  arrival.  Baring  this 
short  time  the  worm  is  fed  on  finely- chox^sd  mlherry  leaves  and  he  grows  at  a ' 
tremendous  rate.  At  four  different  intervals  he  sheds  his  coat  which  he  has  out- 
grown, and  at  the  end  of  about  forty  days  he  has  increased  in  weight  about , 

10,000  times.  Just  to  aid  our  unsus-pecting  reader  in  visualizing  the  enormous 
growth  of  this  worm,  let  us,  sup  '•o.s.e  that  we  had  a smo-ll  model  of  the  former 
Barling  Bomber  airplane,  weig/iing  about  four  pounds,  and  by  feeding  it  on 
mulberry  leaves  for  forty  days  it  finally  grew  to  the  full  dimensions  and  wei^t 
of  the  real  machine.  Of  course,  the  worms  do  not  grow  to  any  such  size  or  we 
would  all  take  to  the  storm  cella^r  when  Mr.  B.  Mori  started  out  for  his  morning 
constitutional,  but  the  percentage  of  change  is  the  same  for  the  wnrm  as  for 
the  Barling  Bomber,  and  it  will  readily  be  seen  that  our  friend  the  silk  worm 
is  lacking  neither  in  ambition mr  ability. 

t/hen  the  v/orm  has  reached  the  limit  of  his  growth  he  is  ready  to  spin  the 
cocoon  and  he  is  placed  on  a mulberry  leaf  which  is  made  ready  for  him..  In  the 
head  of  the  whrrn  is  an  exit  tube  to  which  are  connected  four  glands.  From  two 
of  the  glands' the  silk  fiber  comes,  and  from  the  other  tY/o  a cement-like  sub- 
stance which  holds  the  two  threads  of  silk  together  as  the  entire  product  of 
the  worm  is  exuded  from  the  exit  tube.  'When  the  fiber  emerges  from  the  exit 
tube,' it  coagulates  upon  contact  with  the  air.  It  is  at  this  time  that  the 
silk  \7orm  really  goes  to  work.  B;^^  moving  his  head  in  the  form  ef  a figure 
eight,  the  worm  encloses  himself,  layer-rafter  layer,  in  the  cocoon.  The  author- 
ity from  which  most  of  these  data  are  obtained  says  that  the'  worm  makes  about 
69  movements  of  his  head  in  the  form  of  an  eight,  each  minute,  which  is  travel- 
ing some  even  if  he  doesnH  get  anywhere.  In  the  humble,  opinion  of  the  writer, 
the  ability  to  make  69' figure  ei^its  in  a minute  automatically  elects  Mr.  B. 

Mori  to  the  fraternity  of  flyers. 

After  the  cocoon  is  completed,  the  worm  metamorphoses  from  the  caterpillar  : 
foim  to  that  of  an  inert  chrysalis  or  purja,  and  after  that  to  the  form  of  a j 

butterfly  which  cuts  an  opening  dh  the  cocoon  and  flies  away.  If  this  were  j 

what  really  hap-pened  to  the  rrorm,  he  v.'ould  have  a pretty'  fair  time  of  it;  but-  i 
Mr.  Bonbyx  Mori  is  the  victim  of  circumstances  and  man's  cupidity,  because  be- 
fore he  reaches  the  stage  where  he  can  cut  his  .way  out  .of  the  cocoon  he  is 
killed  either  by  heat  or  by  live  steam.  Tlie  reason  for  killing  the  worm  at 
this  stage  is  to  prevent  him  from  catting  the  continuous  thread  which  he  has 
spun  around  himself  'and  which  is  very  often  600  yards  or  more  in  length.  r 

Of  course,  it  is  not  possible  to  control  the  development  of  the  entire 
crop  of  worms  so  that'  they  will  all  mature  at  the  same  time  , and  a large- number 
of  the  moths  actually  cut  their' way  but , -Tliese  cut  cocoons  are  treated  to  dis- 
solve the  gummy  material  froin  the'  silk  fiber,  and  the  subsequent  operations 
upon  the  material  tend  to  produce  a yarn  to  resemble,  in  princiT)].e,  the  dra\7ing 
and  spinning  of  cotton  fibers  to  produce  cotton  yarns w fhe  product  of  this 
■treatment  is  Imowh^  as  spun  silk, 

At  this  stage  the  silk  is  ready  to  be  "reeled,"  v/hich  is  only  the  unwind-  ■ 
ing  of  the  silk  threa,d  from  the  cocoon.  It  Is  accomplished  by  soaking  the- 
cocoons  in.  warm,  soapy  water,  locating  the  loose  end,  and  winding  in  a skein, 
which  is  the  usual  commercial  form  for  ree-led  silk.  The  thread  frcS®  one  cocoon 
is  nrach:  too  fine  to  reel  by  itself,'  so  the  ends  from  several- are  joined  together 
and  reeled  as  a thread,,  which  is  much  easier  to  handle.  Ihe  size  of  the  finish- 
ed thre, ad,  that'vis,  ,,its  diaime'ter  and  weight,  can  be  controlled  by  varying  the 
number  of  cocoon;. threads,  and  .by  twdsting  several  of  the  reeled  threads  together. 
The  silk  in  this'  form;  has  the  nrtiiral  ga.m  present  and  is-  known  as  -raw  silk,  or 
grege.  TOien  it  is  being  prepared  for  v/eaving.the  silk  is  "boiled  off,"  which 
consists  of  boiling  the  raw  sil].c  in  a soap  solution  to  remove  any  or  all  of  the  | 
natural  gums.  The  better  class  of  cocoons  produce  the  "organzine" ' threads  and  i 
the  poorer  class  -produce  the  "tram,"  Ihe  organzine  is  used  in  the  construction  i 
of  the  war-p  yarns,  which  req-aire  greater  strength  for  weaving.  The  tram  is 
slightly  weaicer  and  is  used  for  the  filling  in  the  construction  of  the  fabric. 

Another  form  of  silk  with  .wlii-ch  7'.any  -peo-pl-e  are . familiar  is  the  "0?ussah," 
or  wild  silk,  Ihis  is  the  probract  of  a worm  of  ano'tlier  branch  of  the  family,  but  f 
there  is  no  attempt  made  to  cr-ltivate  it  for  several  reasons,  one  being  that  the  ■ 
worm  does  not  readily  lend  itself  to  cultivation.  The  cocoons  of  this  worm  are 
gathered  from  the  trees  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  and  the  silk  is  generally 
some  color  other  than  white  - usually  tan  or  coffee  color.  This  silk  is  strong,  I 
but  is  not  so  uniform  as  the  cultivated  variety  nor  so  readily  bleached,  which  i 
prevents  its  use  in  the  manufacture  of  the  bet'ter  class  of  dress  goods,  and  con-  .< 
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sequently  there  is  little  demand  for  it.  Pongee  is- one  of  the  common  commercial 
forms  of  ITussah. 

Let  us  consider  some  of  the  ;-)hysical  "j)roperties  of  silk.  Silk  filter  is 
hygroscoTjic,  meaning  that  it  Mill  take  on  or  give  up  moisture,  depending  on  the 
wetness  or  dryness  of  the  atmosphere  to  v.hich  it  is  exposed.  Silk  is  sold  with 
a certain  percentage  of  moisture,  base d’ on  the  dry  v;ei{^t,  and  this  moisture 
(alout  11  percent)  is  known  as  the  "regain;”  In  this  way  the  huyer  is  sure  that 
he  is  paying  a uniform  price  for  his  material  and  is  not  haying  water  at  the 
silk  price. 

^e  moisture  content  in  silk  affects  its  tensile  strength  very  materially. 

As  the  amount  of  moisture  increases,  the  strength  of  the  silk  decreases;  and  as 
the  amount  of  the  moisture  decreases,  the  strength  of  the  silk  increases.  This 
effect  is  appreciable,  as  the  strength  of  some  silks  is  reduced  as  much  as  30 
percent  when  soaked  in  water  and  then  tested. ' 

Silk  is  a poor  conductor  of  electricity,  hut  it  is  easily  charged  hy  fric- 
tion with  what  is  loiorai  as  a static  charge.  This  property  can  he  partially 
overcome  hy  keeping  the  normal  amount  of  moisture  present  in  the  material.  Silk 
is  said  t©  he  the  strongest  material  known,  on  the  basis  of  equivalent  weight, 
its  strength  being  about  equal  to  that  of  an  iron  wire  of  the  same  diameter. 

Silk  is  also  an  extremely  elastic  material,  stretching  15  to  20  percent  of  its 
original  length  in  the  dry  condition. 

The  chemical  reactions  of  silk  are  equally  interesting,  and  something 
should  be  said  of  them  if  one  is  to  appreciate  the  limitations  of  this  remark- 
able fiber.  Sunlight  and  exposure  to  the  weather  have  a very  decided  effect  on 
the  strength,  and  a reduction  of  50  percent  is  not  unusual  as  a result  of  about 
five  weeks’  exposure.  The  effect  of  sunlight  by  itself  is  just  as  decided,  al- 
though a somewhat  longer  time  is  reqiiired  to  affect  it  similarly. 

Heat  also  affects  silk,  but  not  so  much  as  it  does  wool,  and  silk  may  be 
heated  to  230°P,  without  any  serious  effect.  At  338°P.  it  is  rapidly  destroyed. 

With  reference  to  acids  and  alkalies,  silk  fiber  reacts  in  a manner  similar 
to  wool.  Dilute  acids  and  dilute  alkalies  have  no  serious  effect  on  it,  but  in 
the  concentrated  state  they  both  dissolve  it,  Tliere  are  some  slight  variations 
from  this  statement,  but  in  general  this  condition  holds  for  all  silk. 

Solutions  of  ordinary  table  salt,  or  sea  salt,  or  any  form  of  sodium  chlo- 
ride, have  a very  serious  effect  on  silk  of  all  kinds.  Silk  parachute  cloth 
which  has  been  immersed  in  sea  water  shows  a very  decided  reduction  in  strength 
and  elasticity  after  a short  period  of  immersion.  If  allowed  to  remain  in  salt 
water  for  any  length  of  time,  Its  strength  falls  away  to  little  or  nothing. 

This  is  also  true  of  silk  dress  goods  v/hich  are  exposed  only  to  the  salt  air  at 
the  seashore.  It  is  well  knov/n,  es  )ecially  by  the  ladies  of  the  family,  that 
the  seashore  is  ruinous  to  silk  dresses,  and  even  more  so  than  usual  if  the 
material  should  be  weighted  with  any  of  the  metallic  salts  which  are  added  to  a 
considerable  portion  of-  the  silk  dress  goods  which  are  sold  today. 

A valuable  lesson  can  be  drawn  from  the  action  of  sea  water  on  silk  fabric. 
In  the  event  that  a iparachute  is  submerged  in  salt  water  it  should  be  immediately 
washed  or  rinsed  in  sweet  or  soft  water  and  then- dried  to  its  normal  moisture 
content.  Air-drying  in  the  sunlight  is  probably  not  so  good  as  without  sunlight, 
for,  although  the  time  of  exposure  to  the  sun  is  short  and  the  effect  of  one  ex- 
po ^re  would  not  be  measurable , there  is  not  much  doubt  that  continued  exposure 
to  the  sun  at  fairly  regular  intei^vals  would  have  a cumulative  effect  that  would 
ultimately  weaken  the  silk. 

In  closing,  it  is  desired  to  adoiowledge  the  references  used  in  securing,  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  data  in  the  foregoing,  which  arS  "Textile  Fibers," 
by  JfettheT7s,  and  "The  Story  of  Silk,"  published  by  CJheney  Brothers,  the  well- 
known  silk  manufacturers, 

oOo— 

HOYALTY  VISIT  FRAIICE  FIELD,  PANAMA. 

France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  was  visited  February  6th  by  Their  RcJ^al 
Highnesses,  The  Prince  of  Wales  and  Prince  George.  They  docked  at  9s00  a.ra, , 
and  were-  immediately  escorted  to  France  Field  where  a review  of  troops  and  air- 
planes was  held  for  them.  They  then  departed  by  air  via  Pan-American  Airways 

American  Minister  to  Panama;  General  Brown,  Deuart- 
raent  Commander,  and  Colonel  James  A.  Mars  assisted  in  the  reception  of  their 
Prince  of  Wales  expressed  himself  as  being  very  favor- 
ably impressed  by  the  display  at  Prance  Field. 
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TACTICAL  EXELCISICS  BY  THE  AIH  COHPS  IH.HA.WAiI 


j^URIHG  the  tactical  exercises  conducted  by  Air  Corps  units  in  the  Hawaiian 
]|| Department  from  March  11th  to  15th,  the  follordng  organizations  from  Luke 
Eield  participated:  72nd  Bombardment  Sqixadron,,  4 airplanes;  4th  Observa- 
tion Squadron,  6 airplanes;  25rd  Bombardment  Squadron,  8 airplanes; ,50th  Ob- 
servation Squadron,  3 airplanes;  26th  Attack  Squadron,  8 airplanes;  65th- 
Service  Squadron,  and  75th  Service  Squadron,  1 airplane  each. 

These  squadrons  were  organized  into  two  Provisional  Croups,  with  the  23rd 
Bombardment,  26th  Attach.^  65th  and  75th  Servi^  Squadrons  constituting  the  1st 
Provisional  Croup,  and  the  50th  and  4th  Observation  and  the.72ud  Bombardment 
Squadrons  the  2nd  Provisional  Croup,  with  the  1st  Crou'p  based  at  Hilo,  Hawaii, 
and  the  2nd  Croup  at  Homestead  Pield,  Moloka.i. 

- ■ Thr  50th  Observation  Squadron  returned  to  Luke  Field  on  the  morning  of 
March  13th,  in  advance  of  the  rest  of  the  units,  in  order  to  provide  an  obser- 
vation screen  between  Oalm  and  Molokai,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  informa- 
tion regarding  the  a-pproach  of  the  other  organizations  which  were  simulating 
an  Attack  on  Pearl  Harbor.  Upon  the  approach  of  the  attacking  units,  the 
_50th  Squadron  radioed  the  information  to  \Yheeler  Field,  for  the  information 
of  the  18th  Pursuit  Croup,  which  endeavored  to  intercept  the  approaching  -planes. 

During  the  conduct  of  this  exercise,  all  units  functioned  as  though  en- 
gaged in  ..actual  operations  against  an  enemy.  Field  orders  were  pre-pared 
covering  all  missions  executed,  and  a'War  Diary  was  maintained  and  submitted 
together  with  such  other  reports  as  would  be  kept  during  hostilities. 

...  LoOo — - . . ■ 

■UMJSUAL  KIGTOCRAPHS  TAIODH  IH  HAWAII. 

Lieut.  Rawlings  and  Teclniical  Sergeant  Stolte,  of  the  11th  Photo  Section, 
Luke  Field,  who  proceeded  by  air  to  the  Island  of. Molokai,  Hawaii,  on  March 
11th  to  participate  in  maneuvers,  obtained  some  unusual  and  interesting  photo- 
graphs the  following  day.  Aroused  from-  their  slumber  at  5:00  a.m, , due  to  an 
unusuul  clear ceiling,  they  set  put  half  an  hour  later  to  see  if  anything 
worth  while„  could  be  .-photogra-ohed.  They  attained  15,000.  feet  altitude  in  a 
few  minutes  and  experienced  considerable  ipilikia  (Hawaiian  word. m'eaning 
"trouble")  due  to  gravity.  Using  all  his  technique,  Sgt.  Stolte,  succeeded  in 
getting  the  camera  in  action,  with  the  result  that  several  unusual  obliques 
were  obtained,  among  them  being  one  taken  above  Kalaupapa,  Molokai,  showing 
'the  peaks  of  liauna  Kea  and  Mauna  Loa  on  the  Big  Island,  an  airplane  distance 
of  155  miles,  and  another  'showing  the  entire.  Island  of  Molol^.i,  261  square 
miles.  This  T;as  accom-plished  with  the  standard  K-3  Camera,  using  Aero  1 filter 
and  regular  aerial  film. 

oOo- — 

' TWO  HEW' SQUilDROHS  RECONSTITUTED 

The  9th  and  31st  Bombardment  Squadrons  were  reconstituted  at  March  Field, 
Riverside,-  Calif.,  as  of  April  1st,  with  Ca-ptains  Leo  F.  Post  and' Earle  C. 
Harper  as  commandants,  res-p^ctively.  The  enlisted  personnel  for  these  two  new 
organizations  were  made  up  of  men  from  the  various  Air  CorqDs  stations 
throu^out . the  country. 

A — oOo • 


A FLIIHC  COURT  lYCRTIAL  AT  RANDOLPH  FIELD 


Kelly  Field’s  first  flying  general  court-martial  held  a session  at 
Randolph  Field  on  the  afternoon'  of  April  22nd,  after  flying  from  Kelly  Pield 
to  the  new  home  of  the  Air  Coips  Training  Center, 

An  enlisted  man  on  duty  at  Randolph  Field  was  tried  for  a military  offense 
by  the  court,  made  up  of  lyiajor  T.J.  Hanley,  Capt.  Perry  Wainer  and  Lieuts. 

I.L.  Proctor,  W.K,  Moran,  F.P,  Booker,  L.J.  Maitland  and  J.K.  McDuffie,  members 
of  the  court:  Lieut.  L.C,  Mallory,  trial  judge  advocate;  Lieut.  W.R.  Agee,  as- 
sistant trial  judge  advocate;  Lieut.  E.E.^  Clean,  defense  counsel,  and  Lieut, 
W.H,  Higgins,  assistant  defense  counsel.  The  trip' to  .and  from  Randolph  Field 
was  made  in  a Ford  Transport  and  three  other  planes. 
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'LOCATED.  ■ 

In  the  last  issiie  of . the  HeTis  Letter  there  appeared  an  article,  headed  ""Where 
are  our  Aces,"  wherein  the  names  of  28  officers  were  listed  - war-time  fly- 
ers hearing  the  unofficial,  designation  of  "Ace,"  whose  present  whereabouts 
were  then,  not  definitely  known  to  the, Information  Division,  Office. of  the  Chief 
of  the  Air  Corps.  It  can.  now  he  stated  that  all  of  them  are  accounted  for, 
though  it  is  deeply  regretted  that  not  all  are  present,'  four  of  the  28  ,on  the 
list  - Lieut s.  Henry  R.  Clay,  Leslie  J,  Rummel,  John  K.  McArthur  and  R.  deB. 
"V’ernam  - having  passed  to  the  Great  Beyond. 

The  World  War  produced  72  American  airmen  who  achieved  the  unofficial 
title  of  "Ace,"  they  having,  been  credited  with  five  or  more  victories  in  aerial 
combats'  with  the  enemy.  According  to  the, latest  inforimtion  available,  55.  "Aces" 
are  in  the  land  of  the  living,  and  of  this  'number  seven  are  still  serving  in  the 
Air  Corps,  Regular  Army,  and  fifteen  are  members  of  the  Air  Corps  Reserve. 

It  should  be  explained  that  none  of  the  officers  listed  in  the  previous 
issue  of  the  News  Letter  had  accepted  .commissions-  in  the  Air  Corps  Reserve,  and 
hence  the'  Air  Corps  lost  direct  contact  with  them.  In^  a majority  of  instances 
their  files  disclosed  no  correspondence  with  the  Air  Corps  during  the  past  ten 
years.  No.  extended  search  of  War  Department  records  was  attempted  in  an  endeavor 
to  trace  the  present  addresses  of  these  "War  Birds'',"  it  being  thought  that  tha 
object  sought  would  probably  be  realized  much  more  quici-:ly  through  publicity. 
Furtheimore,  it  was  believed  that  through  this  method  there  would  be  a greater 
likelihood  of  obtaining  the  very  latest  information  as  to  their  present  where- 
abouts, . . , , . 

Yes,  it  pays  to  advertise.  The  New  York  TIIvES  carried  a full  column  story 
based  on  the  News  Letter  article,  and  it  was  not  long  before  letters  and  tele- 
gr'ariis  'began  coming  in  to  the  Information  Division  from  various  sections  of  the 
.country  - even  one  from  Cuba  - all  of  them  shedding  some  light  on  the  present 
addresses  of  these  men.  Some  .of  the  communications  were  from  the  war  flyers 
themselves,  but  most  of  them  were  from  interested  parties.  One  of  the  war  fly- 
ers, Captain  Jerry  "Vasconcelles , wired  that  he  had  received  no  less  than  36 
clippings  of  the  newspaper  article  and  that  he  hoped  that  he  may  iDe  classified 
as  among  those  living. 

One  of  our  correspondents,  who  furnished  information  on  ei^t  of  the  war 
flyerd,  is  laboring  under  a false  impression  in  one  instance.  He  stated  that 
.Major  Charles  J,  Biddle  is  re;ported  as  having  died  recently.  Another  correspon- 
dent stated  that  he  resides  in  Philadelphia.  Not  wishing  to  entertain  the 
thought  that  this  prominent  airman  had  departed  from  our  midst,  the  Washington 
Representative  of  the  Philadelphia  LEDGER  T^as  appealed  to  for  aid,  and  it  was 
not  long  in  forthcoming.  Information  was  obtained  to  the  effect  that  ^jor 
Biddle  is  very  much  alive  and  that  he  flies  almost  every  day. 

It  would  seem  that  the  unusual,  interest  displayed  in  the  appeal  of  the  Air 
Corps  for  the  latest  informtion  as  to  the  v/hereabouts  of  these  illustrious 
flyers  should  tend  to  furnish  a ready  ansv/er  to  the  oft  repeated  and  famous 
query;  "What  Price  Glory?"  ' " 

The  tlianks'of  the  Air  Corps  are  extended  to  all  those  who  took  the  trouble 
to  write  in  and  furnish  the  information  which  was  sou^t,  and  so  once  more  the 
"family"  of  war-time  "Aces’*  is  reunited  in  the  records  of  the  Information 
Division,  • • ’ 

Por  reasons  of  policy  it  is  not  thought  wise  to  publish  their  present  ad- 
dresses in  the  News  Letter.  If  this  were  done,  the  chances  are  that  their  letter 
boxes  would  be  cluttered  with  all  sorts  of  advertising  literature,  from  a 
patented  fly- catcher  to  the  latest  model  of  a 32- cylinder  free- wheeler, 

-It  is  gratifying.,  indeed,  to  hear  that  these  "War  Birds"  are  "getting  along," 
and  we  wish  them  ha-ppiness  and  continued  success  in  their  Various  undertakings. 

Inquiries  are  received  in  the  Information  Division  from  time  to  time  as  to 
the  whereabouts  of  various  flyers  who  participated  in  the  World  War.  It  would 
be  greatly  appreciated  if  those  war  flyers,  .who  are  not  now  members  of  the  Air 
Corps  or  the  Air  Corps  Reserve,-  would,  comirunicate  their  present  address  to  the 
Information  Division,  this  with  a view  to  keeping  the  records  up-to-date, 

_ — oOo- — ^ 

Thirty-one  students  of  the-  Senior  Class  in  Aeronautical  Engineering,  Purdue 
University,  recently  visited  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  made  a tour  of  inspection  of  the 
Materiel  Division,  Wright  Pield,  And  the  Fairfield,  Ohio,  Air  Depot. 
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A PROFITABLE  AS  WELL  AS  .ElTJOIARLE.ROlIiro  TRIP  TRANS CONTIITEHTAL  PLIGHT 


CCa  ■ . 1 

N officer  cannct  sit  iii 'Washington  and  really  understand  the, great  variety 
of  problems  bearing  oh  widely  separated  fields  operating  under  different 
conditions, " stated  Ivfeijor  Eotiglas  B.  Netherwood,  Air  Corps,;  Chief  of  the 
Finance  Division,  Office  of  the'  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  in  commenting  on  his 
recent  extended  trip  by  air  to  the  Pacific  Coast  and  return.'.  ”He  may  have  an 
apparently  complete  set  of  data  for  each  station,”  he  continued,  "and  a rather 
clear  conception  of  the  general  situation,  but  the  added  touch  of  a personal 
visit  to  the  stations  is  necessary  to  make  the  picture  complete :and  to  give  him 
an '‘intimate  working  laiowl  edge  of  his  job." 

Ihe  extended  trip  above  referred  to  was  made  in  a Fokkcr  YlO-14  Transport 
plane,,  powered  with  a Wri^jbt  "Cyclone"  engine.  Starting  from  Bolling  Field  at 
7:15  a. m,,  March '23rd,  stops  were  made  at  22  different  points  enrorite,  including  ’ 
Rockwell,  March,  Crissy  and  I/ather  Fields  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  the  flight  end- 
ing at  Bolling  Field  at  2s53  p.m. , April  4th.  The  entire  journey,  involving  a 
total  distance  of  6,202  miles,  vjas  made  in  6'5  hours  and  10  minutes  actual  flying 
time,  or  at  an  average  speed  of  sli^,:htly  over.  95  miles  per  hour. 

The  best  time  on  the  entire -trip  was  raad0.i^betT;een  Denver,  Colo,,  and  , 

Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  the  time  consi'mied  in  covering  the  distance 
cf  430  miles  between  these  points  being  3 hours  and  55  minutes,  or  at  an  average  ^ 
speed  of  nearly  110  miles  per  hour.  No  attempt  was  made,  however,  to  break  any  j 

speed  records  diu'ing  any  portion  of  the  journeyi  Major  Netherwood  piloting  the 
Transport  at  a steady,  consistent  gait. 

To  afford  one  a fairly  accurate  idea  of  the  advantage  of  airplane  travel  on  | 
an  inspection  trip  of  the  character  made  by  Kfejor  Netherwood  and  his  party,  the 
following  record  of  flight  is  given  below; 


Date 

1931 

Flights  ' 

From . To  ' ' 

- Hour  of 

De-parture  & Arrival 

Duration 
Hrs.  Min, 

Miles 

Distance 

3/23 

Bolling  Fid 

Pope  Fiold 

7:15  AM 

9s30  AM  . 

2 

15 

278 

3/25 

Pope  Field 

Maxwell  Field 

10:35  AM 

4:05  PM 

5'  . 

30 

475 

3/2.4 

•Maxwell  Field 

Shreveport , La. 

7;30  AM 

12:20  PM 

4 

50 

440 

3/24 

Shreveport , La. 

Post  Field 

1;30  PM 

4:55  PM  ■ 

3. 

25 

300 

3/25 

•Post  Field 

Hensley  Field 

'8;40  AM 

10;  30  Ml 

1 

50 

160 

3/23 

Hensley  Field 

Duncan  Field 

11;  50  Ui  ■ 

2:35  PM: 

2 

. 45 

250 

3/26 

Duncan  Field 

Kelly  Field 

- 4:45  PM 

5:00  PM 

0 

15 

2 Test 

3/27 

K4lly  Field 

Dryden,  Texas 

7:30  AIvI 

10; 20  AM- 

2 

50 

225 

3/27 

Dr^den, Texas 

Biggs  Field 

10; 55  Ml 

2:15  PM 

3 

20 

288 

3/27 

Biggs  Field 

Lordsburg,  NM 

■ 2:46  PM 

4;20  PM 

1 . 

■45 

140 

3/27 

Lbrdsbarg,N,M, 

Tucson,  Ariz. 

5:15  PM 

6:45  PM 

1 

30 

135 

3/28 

Tucson,  Ariz. 

Rockwell  Field 

7s20AM 

11:30  AM  ■ 

4 

10 

390 

3/28 

Roclcv.'ell  Eli£ 

March  Field 

2:40  PM 

3:55  PM 

0 

55 

82 

3/29 

Miarch'  Field 

Crissy  Field 

10:  05  AIvI 

2:50  PM 

. 4 

45 

400 

3/30 

Crissy  Field 

leather  Field 

3:40  PM 

4:55  PM 

1 

15 

82 

(Went  via  Aman'eda  and'  l^lh'rin. 

Co'unty  sites) 

3/31 

' 'Mather  Field' 

Salt  Lake  City 

7:15  AIvI 

12:30  PM. 

5 

15 

530 

3/31 

Sale  Lake  City 

Denver,  Colo, 

1:15  PM 

5:05  PM 

3 

50 

465 

4/1 

Denver,  Colo. 

Ma.rshall  Field 

8:15  AM 

12:10  PM 

3 

55 

430 

4/1 

Marsliall  Field 

Ft .Leavenworth 

^ 1:30  PM 

2:30  PM 

1 

0 

100 

4/1 

.Leavenworth 

Scott  Field 

2:55  PM 

5:35  PM 

2. 

. 40 

270 

4/2 

Scott  Field 

Chanute  Field 

12:50  PM  ■ 

2:25  PM. 

1 

35 

152 

4/3  ■ 

Chanute  Field 

Fairfield 

10:55  AM 

2:05  PM 

2 

10 

220 

4/4 

Fairfield 

Bolling  Field 

11:15  AJvl 

2:55  PM 

_3 

40 

390 

Totals 

65 

25 

6204 

At  Sah.>.,^itoni.o,  Texas,  March  26th,  used  Kelly  Field  02H’s  to  ^ to  Brooks 
and  Randolph  Fields  - Kelly  to  Brooks,  10  minutes;  Brooks  to  HandolxDh,  15  Minutes, 
and  Randolph  to  Kelly,  15  minutes.. 

Major  Netherwood  was  accoi.r^enied  on  the  flight  by  Ifejors  R,M. . Littlejohn, 
General  Staff  (G-3).;  W.F.  Volan'dt,  Air  Corps;  Captains  A.W.  Brodt,  Air  Corps;  C.D. 
Cuny,  Signal  Corps,  the  latter  traveling  as  far  as  Shreveport,  La.,  enroute  to 
Houston,  Texas,  and  Staff  Sergeant  Fred  A.  Robert®,  of  Boiling  Field,  Crew  Chief. ^ 
The  latter  perfozmied  excellent  work  tliroughout  the  journey,  and  no  .mechanical 
difficulties  cf  any  kind  were  encountered. 
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"In  most  cases,"  Major  Nethervrood  stated,  "the  time  spent  at  a station  was 
comparatively  short;  yet,  during  that  "brief  interval,  Major  Littlejohn,  a mem"ber 
of  the  Budget  Advisory  Coiriinittee;  Major  Volandt,  who  will  handle  the  fiscal 
matters  of  the  Air  Corps  during  the  next  three  or  four  years;  and  Captain  Brock, 
who,  will  have  much  to  do  with  the' Ai'r  Corps  Technical  Constiuction  Program  of 
the  Air  Corps,  o"btained  impressions  that  will  aid  them  to  no  small ‘de^ee  in  the 
perfoi^nce  of  their  duties,  They  will  "be  able,  to-  perform  their  several  jobs 
..more  effectively  and  with  a very  much  better  undei'standing  of  the  fitness  of' 
things  than  would  have  been  iDOssible  without  the  personal  knowledge  gained  on 
this  flight." 

Brief  note&  on  various  incidents  connected  with  this  long  air  journey  were 
made. by  Major  Volandt,  It  appears  that  Captain  Brock,  who  was  following  the 
route  very  closely  with  the  aid  of  strip  maps,  failed  to  find  the  town  of  ■ 
Allendale,  .1I,C.  noted  thereon  and  thereupon  declared  the  max^  to  be  inaccurate. 

An  inspection  of  the  maip  by  other  members  of  the  chbin  party  confirmed  Ca;ptain 
Brock’s  find.  Admiral  iletherwcod,  U'pon  whom  this  title  was.  conferred  by  iife,jor 
Littlejohn,  xDroved  that  all  were  wrong,  as  his  Hand  HcHally  map  showed  that 
Allendale  was  where  it  should  be.  Incidentally,  Captain  Brock  also  gained  a 
new  title,  that  of  "Cliief  Air  Uavigator." 

Between  Pope  Pield,  N.G.,  and  Montgomery,  Ala.,  one  member  of  the  -party 
develo'ped  a case  of  air  siclmess.  Search  for  equix^ment  similar  to  that  provided 
on  steamships  -proved  futile.  Prior  to  the  de-parture  from  Montgomery,  it  was 
noticed  that  the  air- sick  party  provided  himself  with  an  empty  soup  can,  also  a 
varied  assortment  of  chewing  gum  which  some . benevolent  and  sympathetic  friend 
had  recommended  as  a preventative  for  that  era-pty  feeling.  Chewing  gom  is  cheap 
and  the  air-sick  party  -provided  himself  with  a liberal  supply.  One  unacquainted 
with  the  facts  in  the  case  would  have  given  him  a wide  berth,  for  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  he  a-ppeared  to  have  a very  severe  case  of  muinps.  Relying  on  the 
efficacy  of  the  dhewing  gum,  he  d^ndulged  in  a hearty  breakfast  at  the  Maxwell 
Pield  Cafeteria.  Later  he  became  a sadder  but  much  wiser  man,  also  emptier. 

At  Maxwell  Field,  a conference  was  held  with  the  Commanding  Officer,  'Major 
117 .R,  Weaver,  and  the  Constructing  Quartermaster  on  matters  covered  by  the  order 
directing  the  flight,  ' Considerable  -progress  was.  noted  in  new  construction.  The 
mess  arrangement  for  enlisted  -personnel,  cafeteria  style,  was  very  interesting 
and  seemed  to  be  working  out  satisfactorily,  (Ed.  Note.  Operation  of  this  mess 
was  covered  in  an  article  in  a -previous  issue  of  the  News  Letter) . All  enlisted 
men  questioned  s-poke  in  the  highest  terms  of  this  method  of  dis-pensing  food, 

Ux)on  landing  at  Shreve;port,  La.,  where  the  xolane  was  refueled,  an  ins'pec- 
tion  was  made  of  the  Barksdale  Field  site.  The  grading  of  the  entire  field  was 
nearing  com-pletion. 

At  Post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Okla. , the  next  stop,  a conference  was  held  with 
the  Commanding  Officer  on  matters  -pertaining  to  technical  construction  and  other 
requirements.  This  was  also  done  at  the  succeeding  stop,  Hensley  Field,.  Dallas, 
Texas,  where  the  field  was  found  to  be  in  good  condition. 

The  afternoon  of  March  25th  and  the  entire  time  the  next  day  were  spent  in 
conferences  with  the  Commanding  Officers  of  Kelly,  Brooks,  Randolx^h  and  Duncan 
Fields.  The  entire  party  was  very  much  im-pressed  with  the  general  condition  of 
Brooks  Field  and  the  military  ap-pearance  of  all  the  Flying  Cadets,  All  the  air- 
planes on  the  line  were  in  excellent  condition  and  appeared  as  though  they  were 
just  delivered  from  the  factor^’’, 

Ihe  Air  Depot  at  Duncan  Field  was  in  good  condition  and  working  to  full 
ca'pacity  on  airplanes  and  other  equipment  for  the  maneuvers, 

Randolph  Field  was  thoroughly  insxoected  and  is,  v^ithout  doubt,  a most 
wonderfully  designed  station.  Every  facility  for  the  training,  comfort  and  con- 
tentment of  a command  has  been  -provided.  During  the  period  of  inspection,  the 
Trans'port  was  given  a complete  check-up  by  the  Air  Depot , and  was  turned  over  in 
excellent  condition  for  a contimatLion  of  the  trixD, 

Dryden,  Texas,  the  first  stop  after  leaving  Kelly  Field,  was  reached  at 
10:20  a.m, , Ife,rch  27th.  Additional  facilities  for  the  detachment  at  this  station 
should  be  x^rovided. 

The  landing  fields  at  the  next  three  stoxDping  i^oints,  Biggs  Field,  Texas; 
Lordsburg,  New  Mexico,  and  Tucson,  Arizona,  were  found  to  be  in  satisfactory  con- 
dition. ^The  people  of  Tucson  apxDeared  very  much  interested  in  the  development 
of  the ^ airdrome , and  a very  x^leasant  evening  was  spent  at  the  "Airx^lane  Hangar," 
a special  club  room  in  the  Pioneer  Hotel,  which  is  under  the  management  of  G.H. 
Benefiel,  a former  Captain  of  the  Air  Corips. 

Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif,,  was  reached  in  due  time,  and  a conference 
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was  held  with  the  Comanding  Officer  oh  technical  construction  and  other  matters. 
When  the  Transport  arrived  over  the  field,  it  was  noted  that  the  entire  command 
was  in  formation  at  the  hangars.  Tlie  cahin  party  felt  somewhat  important,  as  it 
appeared  as  though  considerable  attention  was  being  paid  to  their  arrival. 

£fter  landing,  however,  they  were  disillusioned  upon  learning  that  it  v;as  the- 
regular  Saturday  forriiation  for  inspection.  The  rest  can  be  left  to  the  imagina- 
tion. 

The  Primary  Plying  School  at  Farch  Pield,  Riverside,  Calif.,  was  the  next 
stop.  The  field  was  found  to  be  in  very  good  condition,  and  the  construction 
program  appeared  to  be  progressing  satisfactorily.  The  military  appearance  and 
deportmej^t  of  the  Plying  Cadets  were  excellent,  , 

At  Crissy  Pield,  Presidio  of  San  Prancisco,  Calif.,  the  Air  Officer,  9th 
Corps  Area,  joined  in  the  conference  with  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Pield. 

Upon  arrival  at  tilather  Field,  Sacramento',  Califs,  the  command  was  found  to  j 
be  engaged  in  gunnery  practice  in  conjunction  with  Crissy  Pield.  : 

Landing  at  Salt  lahe  City,  Utali,  shortly  after  noon  on  March  31st,  the  sad 
news  of  Coach  Knute  Rockne*s  death  was  received.  Considerable  snow  was  noticed 
through  the  mountains.  The  most  wonderful  si^t  during  the  trip  was  the  reflec- 
tion of  a snow-covered  mountain  in  the  Great  ^alt  Lake. 

The  flight  from  Salt  Lake  City  to  Denver,  Colo.,  was  the  longest  air 
journey  on  any  one  day  of  the  trip.  Very,  high  winds  were  encountered.  In  cross-  ' 
ing  one  mountain,  an  upward  air  current  carried  the  plane  from  9,000  to  11,500 
feet  in  approximately  one  minute.  Tliis  sudden  increase  in  altitude  caused  con- 
siderable confusion  amon,g  the  cabin  crew  who,  upon  landing  at  Denver,  compliment- 
ed Admira.1  ITetherwood  on  the  manner  in  which  he  brought  the  plane  throu^i,  and 
also  on  his  ability  as  a pilot.  This  leg  of  the  flight-  wa,s  very  rough,  and  the 
pilot  had  his  hands  full  due  to  the  varying  high  winds  encountered  in  flying  over 
the  mountains.  The  field  at  Denver  is  in  very  good  shape.  It  was  the  highest 
point  above  sea  level  on  which  a landing  was  made  during  .the  entire  trip. 

Between  Denver,  and  Marshall  Pield,  Port  Riley,  Kausas , a considerable  amount 
of  snow  and  ice  was  noted.  Pike’s  Pealc  was  in  sight  for  some,  time  after.vthe  de- 
parture from  Denver.  The  Klarshall  Field  airdrome  was- found  to  be  in  good  condi-  i 
tion,  as  v/as  also  the  field  at  Port  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  the  next  stop.  , | 

Tlie  station  at  Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111,,  v/as  found  to  be  un  excellent 
condition.  The  cafeteria  style  of  messing  enlisted  personnel,  similar  to  that 
prevailing  at  Iifeixwell  Pield,  had  been,  installed  in  the  . Balloon  Company  and  was 
operating  in  excellent  style,  Pne  Post  Exchange  is  an  example  of  careful  super- 
vision and  operation.  Shops,  warehouses  and  hangars  were  in  very  satisfactory 
shape. 

Daring  the  fli^t  to  Chanute  Field,  111.,  the  air  travelers  encountered 
rain,  hail  and  snow,  which  tended  to  impede  progress.  However,  the  unfailing 
excellent  piloting  prevailed.  The  Comiiianding  Officer  of  Chanute  Pield  conducted  j 
the  party  through  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School.  Every  department  was  operat-  j 
ing.  in  an  efficient  manner.  The  evening  was  spent  with  Lieut,  beorge  W.  Goddard,  j 
who  proceeded  to  innoculate  Major  Littlejohn  with  photographic  serum.  The  party  | 
was  given  a special  showing  of  "Who’s  WTio  in  the  Air  Corps."  Lieut.  Goddard  also 
demonstrated  the  fact  that  photograioliy  wins  wars.  Due.  to  a shortage  of  quarters 
for  the  visitors,  the  entire  party  was  quartered  in  the  Maternity  Ward  in  the 
Post  Hospital,  Before  leaving,  the  Siirgecn  asked  a member  of  the  party,  who  was  j 
occupying  the  maternity  bed,  what  he  would  like  it  to  be.  His  reply  was  "A 
Studebaker." 

Weather  reports  indicated  flying  conditions  to  Selfridge  Field  as  being  ' 

dangerous  and,  since  there  were  no  indications  that  conditions  would  impiroye  for  i 
some  days,  it  was  decided  to  omit  that  portion  of  the  trip  and  proceed  direct  to  1 
Fairfield,  Ohio,  On  this  journey,  rain  and  lovi  clouds  were  encouiitered  from 
Indianapolis,  Ind.  , almost  to  I^ayton,  0.  This  required  more  hard  work  for  the  j 
pilot,  who  "pushed  through"  as  per  schedule.  j!lfter  refueling  at  Fairfield,  it  i 

was  intended  to  continue  on  to  Washington,  but  weather  reports  at  Uni^ntown  were  i 

such  that  it  was  decided  to  remain  overnight,,  and  the  departure  from  Fairfield  was 
mde  at  11:15  a.m, , the  next  day.  Low  clouds- were  encountered  at  Uniontown,  and 
for  about  twenty  minutes  the  plane  was’ flown  by  instruments  alone.  | 

As  whole,  the  trip  was  a very  excellent  medium  for  the  members  of  the  party  ■ 
in  establishing  ipersonal  contact  with  the.  fields  and  gaining  an  idea  of  their 
problems.  The  information  obtained  will  be  valuable  in  passing  on  requirements 
coming  from  various  field  commanders.  It  is  the  Opinion  of  the  members  of  the 
party  that  the  Air  Corps  stations  as  a whole  have  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of.  On  i 
the  contrary,  fhey  are  such,  as  to  be  a source  of  considerable  uride* 
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)"BOY  SCOUT  DAY"  AT  SCOTT  PI  ELD  • ■■■■■' 

By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 

Fine  weather,  wonderihJ.'  f.ljrin;.'^,  attendance  which  nearly,  doahled  esr-pecta- 
t ions and  no- accidents  featured  the  "Boy  Scout  . Day"  at  Scott  Field, 
Belleville,  111.,  on  Saturday,  April  18th.  In  the  .three  days  which  elapsed 
between  the  writing  of  this' article  and  the  celebration,  JLieut.- Colonel  John  1. 
Paegelow,  Post  Coratoander,  was  deluged -with  letters,  telephone  calls  and  personal 
messages  expressing  the  pleasure' •of  the  many-  who  enjoyed  a visit  to  the  field.  ■" 
that  day.  The  opinion  of  the  visiting'  "Scout"  officials  was  aptly  expressed  by 
Mr,  Charles  H.  Mills,  activities  director  of  the  Greater  St.  Louis  district,-  • 
when  he-  stated  that  "It  is  ■ the  -finest ' dry  we  have  ever  been  able  to  give  oiit* 
boyd, " '■  ■■=  J;;:;. 

Fnile  the  visit  of  the  Sco*i.its  was  not  supposed  to  start  until  lOiOO  a.m, 
it  was  necessary  to'  open  the  proceedings  a fuii  hour  before  that  time  in  order 
to  care  for  fully  a thousand  boys  who  had  evidently  decided  that  the  time  allot- 
ment was  insufficient.  • lEie  “boys  were  organized  into  groups  of  from  150  to  200. 
each  and  sent  on  0,  tour  of  inspection,  with  each  group  under  the  direction  of  an 
experienced  no-hcOmmissioned  officer.  The  departments  open  for  inspection  were*.. 
Gas  Plant,  Engineering  Shops,  Photo  Hut,  Balioon  and  Airship  School  Exhibit  of- 
lighter-than-air  equipment , - 15th  Squadron  Hangars,  Airplanes  on  the  line,  Opera-’ 
tions  and  Meteorological  Office,  Pigeon  Lofts,  Parachute  Department,  the  air- 
ships in  the  big  hangar,  and  an  exhibition  of  old  time  pistols  and  revolvers. 

Each  exhibit  was  in  charge  of  personnel  ready  to  explain  the  various  articles  on- 
display  and  answer  the  "Million  and  one"  questions  which  were  fired  at  them  from 
all- angles  by  their  interested  visitors. 

The  School  exhibit  and  Captain  Ira  R.  Koenig’s  remarlcable  collection  of 
"guns"  were-  the  two  points  fz’Om  wliich  it  was  hardest  to  move  the  groupjs  forward 
to  the  next  point  of  inspection,  w ■ . • 

Nearly  all  of  the  25<X)  Scouts  from  this  section  of  Illinois  had  been  start- 
ed on  their  ihspection  tour  before  the  two  eleven*? coach  special  trains  arrived 
with  the  St.  Louis  contingent  of  2500  more.  Tliere  were -al so  about -.SOO  Girl  . : 

Scouts  from  the  vicinity  of  Belleville,  and  small  groups  of  "Cubs"  from, the 
various  districts.  .■ 

At  noon  all  the  inspection  woints  were  closed  and  the  Scouts  were  giyen  an 
hour  to  eat  lixhches j:  and  then  the  flying  events  Were  put  "on  the  air,"  The  15th 
Squadron  formation  flight  lifted  its  wheels  from  the  ground ' within  a second  of  ' 
the  starting  hour  and  gave  the  boys -a  fine  thrill  to.  start : things  off.  Balloon 
bursting,  bombing  by  one  of  the  airships,  and  an  attempt;  to  repeat  the  mail  bag 
transfer  from  a -plane  to  an  airship  followed  quickly.  The.  mail  bag  transfer 
failed  when,  after- making  contact,  a "bump"  caused  the  rope  handlers  in  the  air- 
ship to  lose  the-ir  hold  on- the  drag  line. 

Our  feature  guest  of  the  day,  Major  James  H.  Doolittle,  Air  Corps  Reserve, 
then'  gave  one  of  his  wonderful  eicxiihits  of  handling  a Pursuit  plane.  " J'immy" 
put  the  ^la^ne  through  all  of  the  various  stunts  for  which  he  is  so  noted,  and 
his  lauding  was  the  signal  for  a concerted  rush  by  the  Scouts  in  order  that 
they  might  get  a close-up  look  at  this  ctar  -flyer. 

"How  hot  to  fly  a PT-2"  v;a.s  next  demonstrated  by  2nd  Lieut,  James  H.Gray, 
and  his  exhibition:  had -the  crowd  brea-thless  many  times.  The  second  big  event 
of  the  afternoon  came  when  six  Pizrsuit  from  Selfridge  Field,  Mich.,  were 

utilized  in  an  exhibition  of  close  formation  flying  that  left  nothing  to  be  de- 
sired, The  flying  of  these  P-12*s  wa.s  the  closest  to  perfection  ever  seen  at 
this  field. 

Closing  the  program  were  three  live  parachute  ji:impS'- by  '2nJ.  Lieuts.  Lloyd 
L.  Sailor,  Eugene  M.  Kruse  and  George  Stokes  from  a Transport  plane.  All  three 
landed  safely  by- the' narrowest  of  margins , 'Lieut . Kruse  getting  'We-t  in  a drain- 
age ditch,  Lieut,  Sailor  landing  in  a narrov/  snace  between  two  buildin-gs  and 
Lieut.  Stokes  missing  the  tail  of  a '-plane  on  the  line  by  less- than  two  yards. 

The  last  parachute  hit  the  ground  just  15  seconds  before  the  :s.Gheduled  closing 
hour.  ■ ' . 

The  success  of  the  program  has  brought  many  feques'ts  for.Imaking  this  an 
annual  event  and  there  is  a possibility  that  this  may  be.,  done;  Certainly,  the 
interest  in  the  -program  and  the  appreciation  with  which  , it  was  received  ras^kes 
the  idea  one-  which  can  be  recommended. for  other  Air  Corps  stations  which  are 
located  near- cities  which  have  large,  numbers,. of  Boy  Scouts,  . 
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S’lPTH  SqUADROH  COin3U.C.rS  SHOOT  AT  ABERDEM 
By  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent  ■ 

The  Eifth  Squadron,  now  back  at  Mitchel  Piel-d,  N.Y.,  after  their  sojourn 
at  Aberdeen  Proving  Ground,  Md. , has  a word  or  two  to  say  about  their 
, -trip.  Here  it  is:  • 

Results  accomplished:  Eollowing  pilots  qualified  as  experts  with  fixed 
guns;  Lieuts.  Harma^,  Goodrich,  Kehoe,  Johnson,  Anderson,  Conover,  Burke,  Bond, 
Cork,  Martin,  Morrow,  Eble  and  Kelly.  In  addition,  Lieuts.  Robinson  and  Baxter 
fired  flexible  guns  alohe  'aiid  each  made  a shore  that  can  easily  be  jumped  up  to 
fepert .by  tow  target  firing.  ' 

The- high  score  , for  firing  fixed  guns  v/as  709,  made  by  Lieut.-  Goodrich. 
Lieut.  Kelly  made  high'  score  in  Bombing  with  a total  of  231,  with  Lieut.  Kehoe 
a very  close  second,  he  having  scored  229'.  Lieut.  Conover  was  high  man  with 
flexible  guns,  making  a score  of  527,  not  counting  score  on  tow  targets..; 

The  Eifth  considers  the  firing  season  highly  successful  and  v/ishes  to  set 
forth  \7hat  they  consid.er  cna  of  the  primary  reasons,  namely,  the  constant  hard 
work  of  the  enlisted  personnel,  lijese  men  v/orked  daily  from  5545  a.m.  to  5:00 
p.m.  In  this  way  the  line  crews  keiDt  the'  ships  running  and,  in  spite  of  the 
unsatisfactory  ammunition,  the  armament  kept  the  grns  functioning.  The  pilots 
were  thereby  enabled  to  do  a"  great -.amount  of  practice,  firing  and  to  iron  out 
mistakes  they  were  making.  It  gave  them  time  to  learn,  the,,  value  of  individual 
si^ts,  adjusted  by  the  pilot'  to  suit  himself.  All  the  best 'scores  were  made 
with  such  sights. 

The  Eifth' Squadron  officers  therefore  take  this  opportunity  to  publicly 
express  their  apprecia.tioh  to  line  Chief  Krick,  to  .1st  Sergeant  Sproesser  and 
their  men  for  their  willingness  and  hard  work. 

To  give  the  improssion  that  our  time  in  Aberdeen  was  spent  in  all  work 
would  be  highly  erroneous.  There  were  athletics,  also  dances,  card  games -and  a 
bridge  tou.rnament,  not  to  mention  nocturnal  wrestling  matches  indulged  in  by 
Lieuts.  Kelly’,  Cork  and  Goodrich.  Tlie  cham-'iionship  bout  was  between.  Kelly  and 
Cork.  The  privileged  few  who  HEARD  this  bout  report  a masterpiece  of -wit, 
and  comedy,  but  with  no  deci-sion  in  wrestling.  This  is  probably  due  to  the 
fact  that  Cork  insisted  in  wrestling  v^ith  his  overcoat  on,  in  order  to  even  u^d 
the  weight'.  ■ . 

The  dances  pvere  particularly  enjoyable.  On  Eriday  evening,  March  20th, 
the  officers  and  ladies  of  Aberdeen  entertained  the  officers  and  la.dies  of  the 
5th  Squadron,  and  on  the  follov/ijig  week  end  the  5th  entertained  the  officers 
and  ladies  of  the  Proving  Ground,;. - The  latter  party  took'  the  form  of  a Dutch 
Treat  Dinner,  arranged  by  the  5th,  TLiis  was  followed  by  a dance.,;  Eor  dinner, 
everyone  was  seated  at  one  long  table,  the  table  being  decorated 'with  Air  Corps 
colors,  a miniature  flying  field  .with  boundary  lights , pylons  and  airplanes  for 
a center  piece.  After  each  course,  each  man  moved  two  seats  to  his  left,  so 
by  the  end  of  the  dinner  everyone  was  more  or  less  acouainted,  and  the  party 
was  a real  success.  ■ ■ 

In-. closing  this  account  of  our  trip  to  Aberdeen,  , we  wish'-J^o  fell  all  and 
sundry  that  the  Ordnance  is  O.K.  Colonel  Shinkle  and  his  Adjutant,  Ifejor 
Daniels’,  were  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  help  us.  Captain  Huff,  for  his  con- 
stant help  to  us,,  earned  the  name  of  Godfather  Huff.  In  fact,  every  assistance 
possible  was  given  by  all  concerned.  In  Major  Reynolds  and  Captain  DeShields 
we  also  found  true  friends,  ready  to  aid  if  possible. 

• - oOo— “ 

' NE\T  IHSIGHIA  EOR  THE  FIRST  OBSERVATION  SQUADRON 

The  1st  Observation  Squadron, , stationed  at  Mitcliel  Field,  L.  I . New  York, 
has  submitted  its  new  insignia  to.  the  War  Department  for  approva.l.  The  design 
was  developed  by  Lieut.  Wilson  from  an  idea  of  Lieut.  Dwj^er^s.  It  consists  of 
a cave  man  carrying  a spear  end  standing  before  a background  of  a rising  sun* 
with  five  rays  in  a slej’’  of  blue.  The  whole  is  encircled  with  a band  of  green 
and  yellow,  upon  which  are  14  ifelte.se  crosses.  Each  part  of  the  design  is 
significant  of  a point  in  the  scuaci.r-on' s history.  The  cave  man  is  posed  in  an 
attitude  of  hunting,  to  denote  observation;  the  rising  sun  bursting  into  five 
rays  represents  the  beginning  of  Army  Observation  and  the  five  major  campaigns 
in  v/hich  the  1st  Squadron  participated  during  the  World  War.  The  border  of 
green  and  yellow  represents  the  Mexican  Border,  and  the  14  crosses,  stand  for 
victories  in  the  World  War, 
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MAUCH  FIELD  CJILEmTSS  MMY  DAY 

Before  a crowd,  estimated  at  3,000  persons  , coming;  from  all  parts  of 

Soathern  California,  starch  Field  celelDrated  Army  Day  on  April  6tli  last 
with  an  aerial  and  ground  program. which  hasnever  been  equalled  in  the 
State  of  California,  with  the  exception  of  the  Air  Races  in  1928. 

This  event  was  given  a great  amount  of  publicity  throu^  the  local  and 
Los  Angeles  papers,  and  the  crowds  started  coming  into  the  field  hours  before 
the  program  was  scheduled  to  start.  The  day  was  ideal,  with  a layer  of  Alto 
Stratus  clouds  serving  as  an  awning  from  the  rays  of  the  warm  Spring  sxmlight. 
The  program  started  prom-ptly  at  nine  o’clock  with  an  sixteen  BT  air^Dlane 
formation  simulating  Pursuit  tactics.  One  of  the  most  spectacular  maneuvers, 
and  one  which  thrilled  the  crowds  was  the  "Bursting  Bomb. " Diving  toward  the 
crowd  in  the  center  of  the  hangar  line  in  a three-plane  formation,  each  element 
when  within  200  yards  of  reaching  the  line  would  pull  off  in  steep  wing-overs, 
the  first  element  with  the  leader  and  number  two  to  the  right  and  number  three 
to  the  left;  the  next  element  with  the  leader  and  number  three  to  the  left, 
while  number  two  went  to  the  right,  the-  direction  being  alternated  with  each 
succeeding  element. 

While  the  "Pursxi iters"  were  performing  their  maneuvers,  a nine-plane  for- 
mation went  through  Attack  maneuvers.  The  Post  Band  struck  up  a lively  waltz 
while  three  BT’s  performed  some  very  clever  "Dancing"  on  the  landing  mat,  de- 
monstrating to  the  -public  what  a BT  can  do  on  the  ground  with  the  use  of  brakes 
and  tail  wheel.  This  formation  then  took  off  and  wobbled  all  over  the  sky, 
demonstrating  the  ease  of  control  v/Lile  in  the  air. 

The  Flying  Cadets  then  had  their  show,  and  wiiat  a show  it  was!  They  put 
on  a drill  and  a review  with  a smartness  and  -precision  that  would  do  credit  to 
seasoned  veterans,  considering  the  fact  that  they  have  had  but  five  vreeks’ 
training.  The  Cadets  participating  in  the  drill  and  review  numbered  125,  and 
their  performance  was  a tribute  to  the  excellent  military  instruction  received 
at  the  March  Field  Primary  Flying  School. 

"Because  of  the  many  who  -performed  so  well  and  who  deserve  the  credit  for 
the  success  of  the  program,"  writes  the  Eev/s  Letter  Corres-)ondent , "it  was  not 
the  intention  to  bring  in  personalities.  However,  because  of  the  nature  of 
his  -performance,  it  would  he  hard  to  leave  out  the  -name  of  Lieut.  Wm.  C. 
Goldsborough.  Taking  a FT  airplane,  he  demonstrated  just  wliat  a student  does 
within  his  first  hour  of  instruction,  and  he  didn’t  miss  a thing.  He  ground- 
loo-ped  on  take-offs  and  landings,  stalled  on  talce-offs,  vertically  dived  on 
landings,  stalled  in,  skidded  and  slipped  all  over  the  sky.  He  then  did  the 
same  maneuvers,  showing  the  ira-proveraent  after  seven  hours,  twenty-five  hours, 
etc.,  of  flyi-ng  instruction,  ^e  crowd  derived  a lot  of  enjoyment  watching 
his  antics . 

Four  PT’s  then  went  up  and  perfo-med  dead-stick  landings  from  1200  feet 
to  a s-pot  on  the  landing  mat.  Their  accuracy  was  excellent.  Three  P-12 
Pursuit  -planes  and  a Curtiss  ^Condor'  Bomber,  flown  by  Rockwell  Field  -pilots, 
materially  helped  the  show  by  a demonstration  of  a Pursuit  attack  on  the 
Bomber.  Diving  singly  and  in  formation,  the  Rockwell  Field  Pur suiters  de- 
monstrated how  a Bomber  should  be  attacked  in  time  of  war.  After  the  attack, 
the  P-12‘s  were  put  thro-ugh  a series  of  stunts,  followed  by  some  balloon 
bursting. 

While  this  was  going  on,  the  18  BT  plane  formation  took  off  again  and 
■played  ’follow  the  leader’  all  over  the  sky,  executing  a -perfect  ’Lufberry 
Circle.’  “ • 

The  last  eve-nt  of  the  day  was  vdiat  the  crowd  was  looking  for.  The  Foldcer 
Transport  took  off,  and.  when  about  1500  feet  in  the  air  eight  enlisted  men  of 
the  Parachute  Department  of  March  Field  jumped  in  parachutes  in  rapid  succes- 
sion. One  individual  gave  the  crowd  a thrill  by  delaying  the  pulling  of  his 
rip  cord  for  about  five  hundred  feet.  Everyone  thought  something  was  wrong,  and 
a sigh  of  relief  went  up  v/hen  the  chute  finally  oiDened. 

All  of  the  departments  of  the  field  ?/ere  open  to  the  -public,  and  each  was 
thoroughly  ins-pected  by  many  of  the  visitors.  The  -mblic  even  wanted  to  see 
what,  how  and  where  the  soldiers  ate,  for  it  was  estimated  that  over'  1500 
people  visited  one  of  the  kitchens  in  the  new  barracks. 

The  Flight  lUtor  and  Orientators  were  running,  and  that  concession  was  as 
popular  as  a merry-go-round  at  a street  fair. 

The  Searchlight ■ Battery  of  the  63rd  Anti-aircraft  Battery,  which  is  in 
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carnp  at  March  Field  for  their  aiinnal  ra.aneaverc,  was  thrown  open  to  the  public. 

To  see  hov/  the  soldier  lives  in  the  field  was  of  great  interest  to  the  puhlic, 
and  there  was  a large  crowd  always  about  the  camp. 

In  the  evening,  there  V7as  a night  flying  exhibition,  ably  assisted  by  the  ' 
Searchli{;^t  Batterji^.  Planes  fle\7  in  formation  and  performed  many  maneuvers, 
all  within  the  beams  of  the  searclilights . A large  crowd  also  attended  this 
performance. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  a local  radio  shop,  a loud  speal^er  system  was  in- 
stalled for  the  morning  urogram,  with  lon.d  speakers  placed  at  intervals  up  and 
down  the  hangar  line.'  This  aided  materially  in  informing  the  pablic  of  the 
program  and  lecturing  to  them-, on  the  nianeuvers.  Short  talks  \rere  also  given 
on  the  function  cf  "''the  Army- and  the.', Ai'r,.  Corps , the  work  .being  done  and  the 
results  obtained.  ' ■ • 

The  day  has  a hiige  success-,  and  March,  Field  'feels,  that  it  did  its  share 
in  bringing  before  the  public  the  importance  of  the  Army  and  of  adequate 
national  defense." 

— .oOo— - . , 

;15TH  OBSEPVATIOIT  SqUAPHOiT  CHAILMGSD 

Says  the  hews  Letter  Correspondent  from  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma:  "The  88th 
Observation  Sqaadron  bas  noted  with ' interest  the  item  from  the  15th  Observation 
Squadron  in  last  month's  Hews  Letter  with  reference  to  their  new  record  of  566  ■ 

flying  hours  in  the  period  of  one  modth.  On  looking  over  the  records  we  find 
that  during  the  latter  part  of  last  year  the  88th  • Observation  Scfaa'dron" piled 
up  the  following  number  of  flying  hours  per  month;  June,  703  hours  vrith  10 
planes;  Jo-ly,  967  hours  with  15  planes;  Augu.st,  595  hours  with,  12  plahas; 
September,  583  hours  with  11  planes,  and  Odtober,  575  hours  with  11  planes. 
Luring  the  month  of  January  of  this  year,  we  put  in  575  hours  with  9 planes. 
Total  number  of  flying  hours  for  1930  was  6,948:20.  The  lion's  share  of  the 
credit  for  the  above  performance  is  due  to  the  line  crew.  , ViTe  think  we  have  the 
best  crew  in  the  Air  Corps." 

The  item  from  the  15th  Observation  Sqiaadron,  Scott  Field,  111.,  above 
referred  to,  ap-peared  in  the  xTevvs  Letter  of  Februai-y  28th  last,  and  it'  Was 
stated  that  the  flying  time  of  566  hours  was  compiled  v/ith  12  airplanes  in 
coimission,  three  of  which  were  at  the  ^airfield  Air  Depot  for  the  period  of  •■■■ 
a week.  ' ‘ 

oOo 

HOOKWSLL  FIELD  AIBMM  RECEIVE  VALUABLE  TEAIIIHG 

During  the  month  of  March,  the  7th  Bombardment  GrouiD,  Rockwell  Field,- 
Calif.  , w/as  actively  engaged  in  tactical  operations  of  a heretofore  untried,  or 
new,  nature.  Peimission  was  obtained  from  the  Materiel  Division,  ''iTright  Field, 
to  use  four  condemned  DH-4's  as  ground  targpets  .'  The'DH’s  were  placed  in  . forma- 
tion on  the  beach  at  the  south  end  of  the  field  and  the  95th  Pursuit  Souadron 
was  given  instructions  to  concentrate  as  much  machine  gun  fire  as  possible  on 
the  targets.  Accordingly,  formation  firing  in  tliree-plane  elem.ents  was  inaugu- 
rated by  the  95th  with  devastating  results.  Each  element  started  its  dive  any 
place  from  800  to  1200  yards  from  the  targets  and  opened  fire  just  as  soon  as 
the  sights  could  be  brought  on  their  mark.  Both  guns  w;ere  fired  siimltaneously 
in  bursts  of  from  50  to  100  rounds  per  gun.  It  can  easily  be  seen  what  a tre- 
mendous volume  of  fire  was  obtained. 

Investigation  of  the  targets  revealed  that  every  vital  mark  had  been  liter- 
ally riddled  by  '00.11618..  'Wires,  struts,  gas  tanks,  .■■.otor  mount,  pilot,  obser- 
ver, instruments,  and  every  other  conceivable  point  v/as  hit  by  'burst  after 
burst.  This  w;ork  was  not  only  very’  interesting  to  the  participants  and  the  ob- 
servers, but  w'as  highly  instruqtive  to  the  entire  personnel  in  demonstrating 
just  how  much  of  this  terrific  pounding  the  present  equipment  can  stand. 

The  11th  Bombardment  Squadron  received  some  very  valuable  training  in  de- 
fensive formations  and  fire  power  by  firing  on  a forma.tion  of  sleeve  targets 
towed  by  Rirsuit  ships.  The  range  varied  from  1,000  to  1,500  feet.  The 
Bro^-ming  flexible  guns  were  used,  each  Bomber  mounting  three  guns. 

Both  squadrons  engaged  in  formation  bombing,  the  11th  Squadron  concentrat- 
ing on  a target  anchored  in  the'  ocean,  while  the  95th  Squadron  bombed  the 
’shadows  of  the  Bombardment  formations.  This  v/ork  was  brought  to  a close  at  the 
end  of  the  month  in  order  to  progress  with  the  training  program, ' 
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THIS  IS  TO  CEHTIFY  TIiA.T;_ , 

HAS  COmETED  THE  COURSE  IIT  liKTilUl.'IEHT  ELYIHG  WITHOUT  PEEPING. 

GIVEN  THIS  day  OF  , 19 . 

This  Certificate  does  not  authorize  the 
hearer  to  fly  v/itii  his  nose  hag  on. 

"A  little  humor  now  and,  then  is  relished  hy  the  best  of  men."  The  above 
hui'aorous  conception  of  a certificate , denoting  that  the  holder  thereof  complet- 
ed the  course  in  blind  or  instrument  flying,  v;as  received  by  the  Information 
Division  from  the  22nd  Photo  Section,  Keller  Field,  Texas. 

■ oOo 

BOMBING  DEMONSTRATION  BY  ARtfY  AIEIvCSN'  iN  THE  PHILIPPINES 

In  connection  with  the  recent  inspection  of  Nichols  Field,  P.I. , by  the 
Department  Commander,  the.  Correspondent  of  the  28th  Bombardment  Si^adron  states 
that  that  officer  seemed  rather  pleased  with  the  condition  of  the  barracks  and 
hangars,  as  well  as  the  ships.  ■"In  connection  with  the  latter,"  he  states,  "we 
are  rather  proud  of  our  part  in  the  aerial  revievr  and  bombing  demonstration. 

Three  obsolete  LB-5A’s  were  used,  as  a target"  representing  an  airplane  carrier 
to  be  attacked  first  by  two  flights  of  Attack  at  low  altitude  and  followed  ten 
minutes  later  by  a Bombardment  attack  from  8,000  feet.  The  Attack  flights  regis- 
tered hits  on  all  three  ships,  burning  one  a.s  the  result  .of  a direct  hit.  In 
their  turn  the  Bcmbersalso  rogisterod  direct  hits,  completely  destroying  one 
of  the  remaining  "targets"  and  damaging  the  second  beyond  "repair."  The  Attack 
flight  used  25-lb.  fragmentation  bombs',  while  the  Bombers  used  100-lb.  practice 
bombs  carrying  8 pounds  of  black  powder. 
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Althougii  radio  control  is  still  in  its  infancy, 
remarlmole  ■p-'^oS'^^ess  and  research  have  "been  made  in 
this  field  hy  the  Seventh  lomhardment  C-ronp,  station- 
ed at  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.  "Believina:  that  the  Air  Corns  in  pah’- 
ticular  and  the  other  amis  are  interested  in  this  vital  phase  of  military  com- 
munication," writes  the  Rockwell  Field  Correspondent,  "we  are  endeavoring  to 
assist  anyone  who  requests  information  with  the  facts  we  now  have  at  our 
disposal. 

Practically  every  phase  of  training  in  the  Group  is  coordinated  with  radio 
activity.  The  daily  operations  ora.ers  for  the  Group  are  broad cs.st  each  morning 
from  the  ground-  stations,  pilots  in  each  radio- equipped  plane  listening  in  and 
receiving  instructions  for  their  particular  unit.  At  present,  voice  is  the 
only  signal  used,  Tlio  equi-oment  in  the  Pursuit  ships  which  handles  this  work 
is  comprised  of  the  ]3G-i29  transmitter  and  the  BC-SA-167  Receiver.  Both  fixed 
and  trailing  antennae  are  available  for  the  pilot’s  use. 

The  last  two  weeks  of  March  were  devoted  to  radio-controlled  interception 
prohlems.  A Curtiss  "Condor"  Bomber  ims  dispa-tched  from  the  field  every  day 
with  a considerable  tim.e  lead  over  the  pursuit  ships.  Hie  frequency  on  which 
the  Bombers  were  working  was  known  only  to  the  operator  in  the  ship  and  the 
operator  of  the  ground  station.  After  ai’.lovlng  the  Bomber  ample  time  to  conceal 
his  course  from  view,  the  Pursuit  ships  were  dispatched  on  their  quest  of  inter- 
ception. !Ihe  Bomber  checked  in  regularly  with  the  grcund  station,  giving  its 
location,  altitude  and  course.  In  turn,  the  ground  station  contacted  the 
Pursuit  formation  and  directed  them,  step  hy  step  to  their  objective.  The  advan- 
tage of  such  procedure  in  time  of  war  can  rea.dily  be  seen  - that  of  leaving 
Pursuit  in  its  na-tural  element  of  offensive  and  calling  on  it  only  when  an 
actual  target  presented  itself. 

The  distance  oyer  which  communications  have  been  maintained  is  not  only 
surprising  but  has  been  most  gratifying  to  the  members  of  this  comiaand.  Major 
Spatz  has  had  wonderful  success  with  his  Po.rsuit  coniuand  ship.  He  was  able  to 
receive  the  local  ground'  station  while  he  was  240  miles  distant.  Tlie  ground 
station  received  Ivfepor  Spatz ‘s  messages  with  loud  specJzer  volume  from  their  . 
originating  point  180  miles  av/ay.  Further  distance  on  the  present  installation 
is  possible  in  a different  locality,  but  the  mountains  in  this  section  of  the 
country  seem  to  absorb  the  signals.  In  practically  all  tests  for  distance,  the 
mountains  have  proved  the  block  for  length  in  transmission.  Interplane  communi- 
cation has  been  just  as  effective  as  the  ground-plane  work.  Lieut,  D.D.  Graves 
maintained  constant  two-way  voice  communication  \7ith  both  the  Bombers  and  the 
Fokker  command  ship  over  a span  of  12b  miles. 

Hnree  Pursuit  ships  flying  a vee  formation  ha,ve  had  perfect  results  in  con- 
versing with  each  other.  Captain  F.  O’B.  Hunter,  co:nmanding  the  95th  Squadron, 
has  recently  been  directing  the  maneuvers  of  the  entire  squadron  by  radio, 
command,  ‘ , 


Both  the  Fokker  C7-A  command  ship  and  the  Bombers  have  had  perfect  two-way 
corarffunication  with  the  Rockv/ell  Field  ground  station  v/hile  they  were  on  the 
ground  at  the  United  Airport  in  Eurbanlc,  Calif.  On  March  10th,  the  Eleventh 
Bombardment  Squadron  departed  from  Tucson,  Arizona,  after  sundo^wi,  for  Rockv/ell 
Field,  and  were  in  constant  commr.nica+'icn  with  the  squadron  ground  station  for 
three  and  one-half  hours  before  reaching  this  station.  The  messages  on  this 
flight  were  received  hy  broadcast  listeners  at  Crass  Valley  and  Lslceport,  Calif, 
both  points  being  approximately''  500  miles  distant  from  the  point  of  origination. 

Lieut.  I.L.  Fa.rman,  Group  Coimruni  cat  ions  Officer,  and  his  two  assistants, 
Lieuts.  J.D.  Kreyssler  of  the  9 .th  Scfuadron,  and  B.R.  Lyon,  of  the  Eleventh 
Squa.dron,  have  had  much  to  do  with  the  success  of  this  v/ork,  Tbeir  untiring  ef- 
forts in  the  study  of  installations  and  results  have  been  instrumental  in  the 
present  efficiency  of  the  equi-qment.  All  of  the  information  on  hand,  drawings 
and  photographs  of  the  various  installations,  have  been  furnished  the  First 

,-173-  V-6147,  A.C. 


Pursuit  G-roup  at  Self  ridge  Pield,  Mt . Clemens,  Mich,,  and  it  is  with  more  than 
a passing  interest  that  we  will  watch  their  developments,  liy  the  cooperation 
of  all  the  various  units,  progi'ess  should  he  much  more  rapid  and  a more  highly 
efficient  fighting  arm  will  he  the  ultimaho  result. 


Baiiiy  days  for  the  88th  Observation  Squadron,  Port  Sill,  Oklahoma,  mean 
ju6t  Another  working  day  with  the  latest  radio  program  being  carried  out  by  the 
Communications  Section.  Code  practice  between  two  ground  stations  located  in 
different  buildings  gives  the  officers  an  opportunity  to  work  ixnder  actual 
operating  conditions  and  obtain  training  not  received  in  usual  buzzer  practice 
rooms.  One  station,  acting  as  an  airplane,  checks  in  with  and  sends  prearranged 
messages  to  the  other  station,  which  a.v^cs  as  a ground  station  and  in  turn  trans- 
mits messages  to  the  airplane.  Frequencies  are  clianged  during  transmission  and 
the  transmitting  power  cut  down  to  where  delicate  tuning  must  be  used  by  the 
receiving  station.  This  phase  of  training  is  of  great  iraportance,  and  the 
Communications  Section  of  the  88th  Observation  Squadron  is  spending  much  time 
on  this  work. 

. ooooOoooo 

MIDDLETOUh'I  ATHLETES  SHOW  THEIR  STUIT 

In  a certain  outlying  section  of  the  City  of  Washington  the  other  evening 
there  transpired  an  event  of  such  mappitude  as  to  cause  repercussions  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  civilized  sportdom.  The  section  referred  to  is  none 
other  than  the  Bolling  Field  Gymnasium,  and  the  event  was  the  passing  of  the 
Volley  Ball  Championship  of  the  Eastern  States  of  jbnerica  from  Bolling  Field  to 
the  Middletown  Air  Depot,  Yes,  I mean  that  more  than  Herculean  struggle  there 
under  the  pitiless  flood  limits,  while  the  feminine  hearts  of  Bolling  Field, 
high  up  in  the  flow/er-decked,  terraced  balconies,  burned  with  hope  or  sunk  with 
black  desipair.  And  what  a gallery!  Hot  only  the  flower  of  lovely  womanhood 
from  Southeast  Washington  (adjacent  to  the  insane  asylum)  witnessed  the  debacle, 
but  had  as  rivals  the  very  cream  of  pulchritudinous  peaches  from  Fennsylvania, 
transported  there  to  see  husbands  and  lovers  emerge  victorious  from  the  bloody 
arena.  Literally  bloodyl  For  when  the  smoke  of  battle  had  finally  rolled  away, 
and  the  valorous  Middlotownions  were  carried  from  the  floor  on  the  shoulders  of 
frenzied  admirers,  there  were  those  of  the  enemy  who  had  given  their  all  to  the 
cause  and  could  rise  no  more.  j\nd  they  hmd  given  their  all  in  vain. 

Hostilities  started  at  9:00  p.ra.  (Eastern  Standard  Time).  The  printed  word 
could  no  more  accurately  describe  whet  happened  than  it  could  give  a lucid  pic- 
ture of  the  burning  of  Rome,  or  the  Sadc  of  Troy.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  this 
battle,  like  all  others  in  the  book,  ebbed  and  flowed  with  the  warriors  (as 
usual)  -panting  for  air  throu^i  grimy  sweat- stained  lips.  While  the  slow  sands 
ran  throu^  the  hour  glass  twice  over  did  they  struggle,  and  then  the  Cham-pion- 
ship  passed,  for  the  defending  legions  led  by  those  stalwart  fighters , Dazzy 
Davidson  and  Peppy  po'p  Lawton,  and  numbering  among  their  key  men  Jumping  Joe 
Bailey,  Kiki  Cousland  and  Charming  Charlie  Pugh,  were  not  good  enough.  Ho,  not 
nearly  good  enough. 

For  the  visitors,  under  the  direction  of  Handsome  Harry  Mills,  and  by 
special  permission  of  the  co-pyright  owners,  ha.d  now  removed  the  Golden  Fleece  to 
the  sun-kissed  shores  of  the  Susquehanna.  A bang  up  game.  Hot  only  did  Handsome 
Harry  stretch  out  and  seemingly  grasp  impossible  volleys  and  hurl  them  back  into 
enemy  camp,  but  he  was  more  than  ably  assisted  and  seconded  by  his  team  mates. 
Dashing  Dave  Stinson  was  super-human  with  his  long  -pokes  to  the  back  lines; 
Systematic  Steinmetz  dropped  putt  after  -putt  on  the  green  in  full  view  of  horror 
stricken  enem^^  eyes;  Ente-r-prising  Estabrook  astounded  friends  alike  with 

huge  leaips  eight  feet  off  the  floor  to  retunn  a volley  and  often^^a  *&lpless  op- 
ponent, while  Mercurial  McGregor  flashed  in  and  out  too  fast  for  eye  to  follow. 
And  last,  Dut  not  least,  JAirdero-us  Mil^e  Dunn  carried  the  fight  to  all  parts  of 
the  floor,  sliding  chestily  when  his  legs  refused  to  carry  him  fast  enough. 

What  a sight!  Oh  boy! 

Chili  (the  hot  kind)  succoruti  the  ■..■ov.nded  in  the  club,  and  it  was  not  much 
later  until  the  heroes  united  with  their  dependents  were  wending  their  way  back 
to  the  Keystone  State,  and  another  major  event  had  become  part  of  the  glorious, 
glamorous  history  of  Sport. 

Ed,  Hote:  Who  said  there  were  no  scribes  at  Middletown?  And  now  we 
expect  to  hear  from  that  station  quite  often. 
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LIEUT.  WOOUHIITG  PLSS.E1TED  TKH  DT3TIITGUISHED  FLYIHG  CROSS 


HE  Distingiai shed  Plying  Cross  v;as  awarded  to  Lieut.  Irvin  A.  Woodring, 

(ij  nationally  lcno\tn  Army  pilot  of  Hockv/ell  Eield,  Coronado,  Calif.,  on  April 
16th,  for  the  extraordinary  heroism  aisplayed  while  delivering  the 
Japa,nese  ratification  of  the  London  Haval  Treaty  from  Vancouver,  British 
Columbia,  to  Hev/  York  City,  last  Octoher, 

The  award  \7as  made  by  orders  from  the  War  Le  mrtment , and  was  presented  by 
Major-General  Ma.l in ■ Craig,  Commanding  Geiieral  of  the  9th  Corps  Area.  .A  sipecial 
review  was  flo\m  in  his  honor  by  Lieut.  Woodring’s  fellow  officers  of  the  7th 
Bombardment  G-roiip.  The  citation  accompanying  the  award  of  the  Distingnished 
Plying  Cross  is  as  follows; 

"Irvin  A.  Woodring,  Second  Lieutenant,  Air  Corps,  United  States  Army.  For 
heroism  while  participating  in  an  aerial  flight,  Lieut.  Woodring  as  flight 
lea.der,  accompanied  by  Lieut.  William  W.  Caldwell,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  flying 
P-12C  airplanes,  left  Rocla7ell  Field  October  11th  under  secret  War  Department 
orders  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a document  of  international  importance  at 
Vancouver,  Canada,  on  October  15th  and  delivering  it  to  an  agent  of  the  State 
Department  a.t  Hewark,  Hew  Jersey,  not  later  than  noon  of  October  18,  1930.  The 
orders  given  the  two  pilots  stressed  the  necessity  of  disregarding  ordinary 
peacetime  precautions  to  get  the  document  through  on  scheduled  time.  Extremely 
hazardous  flying  conditions  were  encountered  in  Wyoming,  snow  and  clouds  com- 
pletely destroyed  visibility  from  the  gromid  to  an  altitude  of  16,000  feet, 
Althoiigh  the  airplanes  being  used  in  the  flight  were  of  Pursuit  tjopo , selected 
for  s-peed,  and  not  suitable  for  blind  flying,  and  the  pilots  realized  the  dan- 
gers involved,  they  were  determined  to  tai^;e  no  chances  in  delaying  the  success- 
ful acconrplisliment  of  their  mission.  Lieii.tenant  Caldwell,  blinded  by  the  storm, 
crashed  to  his  death.  Lieutenant  Woodring  arrived  at  Hewark  at  7;00  P.M. , 

October  16,  1950,  and  delivered  the  document.  Tlie  successful  accomplishment  of 
this  mission  in  the  face  of  extreme  danger  reflects  great  credit  not  only  upon 
himself  but  also  upon  the  United  States  Army." 

Lieut.  Woodring  has  had  a colorful  career,  de smite "his  mere  29. years  of 
age.  Following  three  years  at  the  OLclahoma  A.  & H.  College,  in  the  Department 
of  Mechanical  Engineering,  he  entered  the  Army  Flying  School  at  Brooks  Field, 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  was  graduated  in  1924  from  the  Pursuit  class.  Tlien  fol- 
lowed three  years  of  "barnstorming. " In  1927  he  received  his  commission  in  the 
Regular  Army  and  was  ordered  to  duty  at  Self ridge  Field,  Mich. 

VJliile  stationed  at  Selfridge  Field,  he  won  first  place  in  the  Mitchel  Trophy 
Race,  held  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  In  1928  he  was  transferred  to  Rockwell  Field,  where 
he  has  been  stationed  since.  He  has  been  at  his  present  station  longer  than  any 
officer  now  serving  there.  Tliis  record' will  not  last  long,  for  he  has  received 
War  Department  orders  transferring  him  to  Wright  Field,  Daj/ton,  Ohio,  where  he 
will  enter  the  Air  Corps  Engineering  Sctool. 

In  1928,  Woodring  was  a member  of  the  Army’s  famous  "Three  Musketeers,"  who 
performed  their  hair-raising  acrobatics  at  the  ITational- Air  Races  at  Los  Angeles. 
The  other  two  members  of  the  team  subsequently  lost  their  lives.  Woodring  \7as  a 
member  of  the  refueling  crev;  of  the  Army  endurance  plane,  the  " Quest  ion  ilark," 
during  its  record-breaking  duration  flight  in  1929.  ■ He  became  a member  of  the 
mythical  Caterpillar  Club  in  1930,  when  he  was  forced  to  take  to  his  parachute  in 
order  to  save  his  life.  The  controls  of  his  plane  broke  -during  an  exliibition 
"dog-fight,"  during  the  Air  Corps  Maneuvers  at  Sacramento,  Calif, 

— .-oOo 

FIELD  M;a®UVERS  BY  AIR  CORPS  TROOPS  111  PAMM  C/JIAL  ZOHE 

Orders  received  at  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  for  the  Air  Corjps  troops 
to  prepare  for  the  field  and  to  loroceed  to  Penonomc,  R.P.  , v/ere  the  cause  for 
unusual  activity  at  that  station,  ietter  the  usual  round  of  cussing,  discussing 
and  preparations,  the  entire  garrison,  less  2 officers  and  76  enlisted  men,  pro- 
ceeded by  rail  to  Pedro  Miguel,  C.Z.,  where  they  detrained,  un3.oaded  eq;uipment 
and  reloaded  on  G.M.C.  trucks  furnished  by  the  Department  Motor  Pool. 

The  'plan  v/as  for  all  equi'pment  to  be  loaded  on  the  trucks,  and, if  aiiy  addi- 
tional truck  S'pace  was  available , that  it  should  be  utilized  for  the  transporting 
of  troops.  This  composed  the  first  echelon  and  moved  out  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  troops  remaining  then  took  up  the  march  for  Chorrera,  R.P.  (If  you  never 
walked  u'p  Gaillard  Hill , you  will  not  understand  \7hat  it  means  to  take  up  the 
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march),  a distance  of  19.8  miles. 

The  first  echelon,  having  proceeded  to  Chorrera,  unloaded,  and  the  trades 
immediately  returned  to  transTport  the  remaining  troops  to  camp,  intercepting  the 
troops  about  eig)it  miles  out  of  Pedro  Miguel.  This  method  of  transporting  hag- 
gage  and  troops  hy  echelons  proved  very  satisfactory  after  minor  wrinleles  were 
ironed  out,  as  is  proven  hy  the  fact  that  the  movement  and  erection  of  each  new 
camp  was  always  conrple ted  before  IsOO  p.m. 

The  following  itinerary  was  followed  and  easily  adhered  to;  Prom  Pedro 
Miguel  to  Chorrera  the  first  day;  Chorrera  to  Bejuco  the  second  day;  Bejuco  to 
Rio  Hato  the  third  day;  Rio  Ha  to  to  Penonorae  the  fourt?n  day,  returning  by  the 
same  route,  average  daily  distance  26^-  miles. 

Por  those  who  had  never  visited  the  interior  of  Panama,  the  trip  was  with- 
out parallel  - good  smmming,  beautiful  scenery,  cold  liquid  refreshments,  and 
no  rain.  In  some  ways  it  reminded  some  of  us  of  the  days  in  Prance,  but  there 
was  more  color  in  Panama  and  less  mud. 

Tlie  usual  "Badger  Pight"  was  held,  and  we  were  very  fortunate  in  securing 
a very  ferocious  Badger,  In  fact,  this  badger  was  so  terrible  that  it  required 
the  services  of  Lieut.  Lehman  and  a barrel  to  hold  him  T/hen  the  fight  officially 
commenced.  The  badger  came  out  fighting,  his  mouth  open  and  his  tail  tucked  down 
in  the  most  approved  badger  style.  Tiie  fight  lasted  only  a few  seconds,  many 
bets  were  won  and  lost,  the  badger  passed  on  and  now  has  the  honor  position  to 
T/hich  all  good  badgers  aspire  (under  Lieut.  Lehman’s  bed). 

It  should  be  noted  here  thc,t  one  of  our  favorite  sons,  Major  "Eddy"  Lyon, 
had  forsaken  the  fold  for  a cruise  with  Uncle  Sam’s  Pleet,  but  was  intercepted 
and  returned  to  the  fold,  joining  us  at  Penonorae,  a,iid  for  the  occasion  an 
Officers’  Band  was  organized  which  rendered  "Youbre  in  the  Army  How,"  proceeded 
hy  "imehors  Away,  Ilavy"  and  "Hail,  Hail,  the  Gang’s  all  Here."  Por  further  de- 
tails, ask  our  "Eddy,"  our  space  is  limited. 

The  command  on  its  return  to  Prance  Pield  heard  much  favorable  comment  on 
the  conduct  of  the  Field  Maneuvers,  both  from  those  within  the  service  and  Tdth- 
out.  We  made  friends  of  the  inhabitants  for  the  Air  Corps  and  are  proud  of  our 
conduct,  .both  on  the  I/Iarch  an.d  in  Gainp,  and  we  are  proud  of  our  command, 

Re-port  on  Air  Corws  Field  Exercises 

The  Panama  Canal  Air  Force,  less  4 officers,  76  men  and  the  recruit  detach- 
ment, took  the  field  on  March  2,  1931,  for  the  annual  two  weeks’  field  training. 
Fifty  officers,  including  two  attached  for  the  field  period,  and  675  enlisted 
men  went  into  the  field.  Txie  main  camp  was  at  Penonorae,  R.P, , 107  miles  from 
West  Pedro  Miguel,  Tne  trip  to  and  from  Penonorae  Tvas  made  in  four  stages  each 
way.  The  daily  marches  ran  from  25  to  31  miles  in  length,  but  were  accomplished 
without  difficulty;  all  men  w'ere  in  caim-)  by  noon  as  a general  rule.  The  daily 
marches  are  given  below  in  more, detail,  viz: 

Prance  Pield  to  Chorrera,  R.P.;  Left  Prance  Pield  at  5:00  a.ra, , and  went  by 
rail  to  Pedro  Miguel,  arriving  at  6:30  a.ra.  Trucks  were  loaded  and  across  the 
ferry  by  8:00  a.m.  The  tirucks  made  a trip  to  Chorrera  \7ith  baggage  and  returned 
for  troops,  A].l  men  were  in  canrp  at  1:17  p.m.  The  distance  from  west  Pedro 
Miguel  to  the  Chorrera  camp  is  25.4  miles. 

Chorrera  to  Chame;  The  last  truck  cleared  camp  at  7:35  a.m.  The  last  man 
arrived  in  camp  at  12:45  p.m.  Distance  26.0  miles, 

Chame  to  Rio  Hato:  The  last  track  cleared  Cfimp  at  7:20  a.ra.  TTie  last  man 
arrived  in  camp  at  12:32  p.m.  Distaiice  31.0  miles. 

Rio  Hato  to  Penonorae;  The  last  truck  cleared  camp  at  7:00  a.m.  Tne  last  man 
arrived  in  camp  at  11:20  a.m.  Distance  25,0  miles. 

The  return  trip  was  m,ade  in  better  time  than  the  triu  up,  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  units  became  better  organised  in  utilizing  the  trans"'ortation. 

Camp  sites  were  selected  in  a.dvance  and  located  adjacent  to  the  landing 
fields  at  the  different  places.  There  was  no  difficulty  with  the  supuly  of  wood, 
and  only  one  difficulty  with  water  supply.  At  Rio  Hato  the  "mrification  truck 
was  unable  to  reach  the  stipply  selected  and  had  to  move  to  a source  further  from 
camp.  The  water  "purification  truck  proved  to  be  excellent  and  there  was  always 
an  abundant  supply  of  potable  water. 

The  Panama  Canal  Air  Force  remained  six  days  at  Penonorae,  The  first  day, 
Friday,  was  devoted  to  preparing  the  camp,  and  engineering  work  on  the  airplanes. 
Satur^y  was  given  over  to  a thorough  inspection  of  the  camp,  followed  by  a 
practice  march.  Sunday  was  a holiday. 

Monday.  Aerial  operations  were  limited  for  the  Observation  Squadron,  due  to 
shortage  of  airplanes.  The  airplanes  available  v/ere  utilized  in  familiarizing 
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personnel  with  the  terrain  and  various  emerge nc7  landing  fields  in  the  vicinity,  |; 
particularly  on  the  west  side  of  the  p'jnincula  toward  Cape  Ivlala,  Troops  not  en-  ■ 
gaged  in  the  operation  of  airplanes  were  taken  on  a practice  march  of  about  six 
miles.  The  Observation  squs-dron  held  a formation  for  trigger  soueeze  and  arm 
exercises* 

Tuesday  and,  Wednesday  were  utilized  in  the  sa:.Tie  manner  as  Itonday,'  except  r 
that  the  Pursuit  Squadron  engaged  in  formtition  and  combat  ■ training,  , ■ 

The  morale  of  the  command  was  excellent,  the  men  cooperating. heartily  in 
all  respects.  Tne  band  gave  a concert  every  evening  in  camp,  both  on  the  march 
and  at  I'^enonome,  except  the  three  evenings  when  band  concerts  were  given, -in  the 
town  of  Penonome.  There  v/ere  two  dances  at  Penonoine,  the  music  for  one  being 
furnished  by  the  band.  The  wind  was  generally  too  high  for  volley  ball  or 
baseba.ll.  Most  of  the  nie.n  spent  their  afternoons  swimming.  There  were  excel- 
lent swimming  places  at  Penonome,  Pio  Kato  and  Chorrera, 

During  the  two-week  period,  415  hours,  45  mimtes,  were  flown.  This  time 
was  devoted  almost  entirely  to  the  transuortation  of  personnel,  as  the  allot- 
ment of  flying  time  had  been  reduced  approximately  40p  beginning  Iyla..rch  1st, 

A total  of  1377  officers  and  men  were  carried  during  the  move  betv;een  camp 
sites  without  incident.  The  Sikorsky  Amphibians  ha,d  several  broken  pressure 
gauges  on  the  landing  gear,  due  to  the  rough  fields.  Otherwise,  little  trouble 
was  ex'aerienced.  The  total  number  of  airplanes  ta.ken  into  the  field  was  24, 
consisting  of  3 LB-7’s,  1 Pord  C-9,  2 Sikorsky  CS-A,  15  P-13B’ s and  3 02-H«s. 

All  the  0-19C  airplanes  had  been  grounded  due  to  defective  landing  gears. 

piLiiTCji;  njUjB  pEEisoiriiEL  iiit/ulCtE  m competitive  sports 

The  first  quarter  of  1931  uroved  a period  of  great  activity  for  France 
Field  and  the  personnel  thereof.  The  first  major  event  of  th  year  v/as  the  as-  j 
semblage  for  the  Department  Athletic  Meet  on  the  Pacific  side  of  the  Istlmmis. 

In  conrqliance  with  Department  orders,  39  officers  and  406  enlisted  men  proceeded 
by  rail  from  France  Field  to  Fort  Clayton,  \.h3re  camp  was  established,  and  a 
routine  in  compliance  with  the  Athletic  Competition  Schedule  maintained. 

The  competitors  from  France  Field  brought  honor  not  only  to  themselves  but 
to  the  Air  Corps  as  a wTiole.  In  the  Pistol  Competition,  Lk.ster  Sergeant  Tate, 

25th  Bombardment  Squadron;  Tech,  Sgt.  Croy,  24th  Pursuit  Squ,adron,  and-  Sgt.  c, 
Brinkman,  63rd  Service  Squadron,  won  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  places,  re sweet ively. 

First  Lieut.  Laurence  C,  Craigie  was  the  runner  uw  in  low  net  score  in 
the  Golf  Tournam.ent. 

In  the  Tennis  competition,  the  team  of  1st  Lieuts.  J.M.  Bevans  and  E.E, 
Partridge  won  first  place  in  the  Doubles,  while  the  latter  officer  motl  the 
Singles, 

In  the  Swimming  competitions,  Privates  Sraith  (7th  Cbs , Sqdii. ) won  4th 
place  in  the  50- yard  back  stroke;  Carlson  and  liTbite,  63rd  Service  Squadron,  2nd 
and  4th  places  respectively,  in  the  100- yard  Free  Stroke;  Seleski , ■ S4th  Pursuit 
Squadron,  3rd  place  in  Diving  and  4th  place  in  Relay  Race. 

It  might  be  here  stated  tliat,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  other  branches  of 
the  service  were  not  equipped  Y/ith  airplanes,  all  events  of  this  type  were  can- 
celled, a.nd  planes  with  a fev/  exceptions,  were  left  at  home.  ¥e  competed  at  the 
other  fello\7-s  game. 

France  Field  personnel  entrained  for  their  home  staticn  en  January  20th, 
leaving  the  troops  of  the  other  arms  on  the  Pacific  side  to  ccndi^ct  annual 
maneuvers.  The  Panama  Canal  Department  Air  Corps  units  then  proceeded  to  effect 
their  part  in  the  maneuvers,  all  units  taking  a very  active  part,  performing^  dawn 
patrols  and  attacks,  photo  missions,  -pursuit  and  bombing  missions,  joint  probr- 
lems  with  other  troops  of  the  Depa.rtm.ent,  etc.,  giving  every  officer  and  enlisted 
man  an  op-portunity  to  exert  himself.  The  lessons  learned  end  results  secured 
were  well  worth  the  efforts  put  forth. 

— — oOo 

On  the  occasion  of  the  324th  anniversary  celebration  at  Cape  Henry,  Va. , on 
April  26th  of  the  landing  of  the  first  permanent  English  colonists,  which  was  at- 
tended by  President  and  I.trs.  Hoover  and  his  official  party,  bombing  planes  of  the 
2nd  Bombardment  Group  of  Langley  Field,  Va. , led  by  l^^Jajor  H.A.  Dargue,  .Group  Com- 
mander, flew  to  Cape  Henry  and  staged  a formation  flight  over  the  scene  of  the 
celebration.  On  account  of  the  religious  nature  of  the  gathering,  the  Group 
flew  in  the  formation  of  a gigantic  cross, 
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KOW  TO  COIISTRUCT  PISTOL  BANGSS 
Lieut,  J.  L.  Hitchings,  Air  Corps 
(The  Pifth  Article  of  this  Series  of  i4.) 
fL'l^  EW  of  us  realise  the  exceptional-  facilities  we  have  in  the  Army  for  target 
shooting.  In  conversing  with  a meraher  of  the  Springfield  Revolver  Cluh,  I 
mentioned  the  fact  that  we  had  an  excellent  outdoor  range  at  Chanute  Pield, 
and  were  planning' to  construct  an  indoor  range  in  one  of  the  hangars.  He  said: 
"You  certaiiiLy  are  lucky!  I have  to  go  thirty  miles  to  the  range  \7hen  I want  to 
shoot." 

At  every  Army  post  there  is  an  outdoor  range,  v/ith  firing  points  marked  off 
at  15  and  25  yards,  and  in  some  cases  at  50  yards.  If  no  50- yard  line  is  marked, 
this  should  he  done,  since  practically  all  U.S.R.A.  and  H.R.A,  outdoor  pistol 
shooting  calls  for  scores  at  this  distance.  It  is  not  necessary  to  huiid  special 
target  holders.  Simply  set  up  DODhirit.j;  targets,  spread  a Standard  American  or 
International  target  over  the  face  of  each  hooher  and  clip  the  two  together  at 
the  sides  with  paper  clips.  Part  of  the  standard  American  or  International  tar- 
get will  liave  to  he  folded  aroxmd  the  edges  of  the  hohher,  hut  all  that  you  will 
need  of  the  center  will  he  exposed. 

When  the  winter  season  comes,  you  will  want  an  indoor  range;  hut  you  will 
he  prone  to  regard  it  as  an  almost  unattaina'Ole  luxury,-  expensive,  difficult  to 
locate,  and  liard  to  huiid.  This  is  not  at  all  the  case.  An  indoor  range  costs 
practically  nothing,  is  easy  to  locate  on  any  Air  Corps  post,  and  could  he  hu.ilt 
hy  any  ten-year  old  hojr  in  an,  afternoon.  The  only  difficult  thing  about  huilding 
it  is  making  up  your  mind  to  do  it. 

The  main  material  requisite  of  an  indoor  range  is  a backstop,  consisting  of 
a piece  of  sheet  iron  or  steel,  at  least  three- sixteenths  of  an  inch  thick,  about 
four  feet  wide,  and  of  any.  length  from  four  feet  up,  Tliis  may  he  obtained  from 
the  junk  heap  at  almost  any  Air  Corps  post,  or  purcliascd  locally  from  a junk 
dealer  for  a dollar  or  two.  Tlie  only  other  requisites  are  an  electric  light  cord 
and  socket,  a 500  watt  bulb,  a piece  of  tin  or  even  cardboard  for  a reflector, 
and  a few  odd  pieces  of  lumber. 

By  placing  the  butts  against  the  wall  of  a regalation  steel  hangar,  a 20-yard 
range  may  be  located  comfortably  across  the  short  dimension  of  the  hangar.  Suf- 
ficient space  could  be  found  for  this  purpose  on  any  Air  Cor-ps  'post  the  writer 
has  seen.  The  actual  construction  of  the  range  may  be  accorirolished  as  follows: 

Using  your  lumber,  fix  the  iron  backsto'p  in  a position  facing  the  shooters 
and  tipped  toward  then  to  make  an  angle  of  about  50  degrees  with  the  floor. 

Common  sense  and  the  lumber  available  will  point  out  the  most  easily  constructed 
supxDort  to  do  this.  If  the  backstop  and  fraine  arc  ulaced  on  an  old  table,  the 
targets  will  be  at  shoulder  height,  which  is  an  advantage.  i^Tna-tever  sort  of 
a support  you  use,  bok  the  top  and  sides  of  the  backstop  with  strips  projecting 
toward  the  shooters  about  six  inches,  since  when  a Ijallet  strikes  the  plate  it 
bursts  like  a bomb,  and  the  fra,vmentG  are  thrown  out  in  a plane  almost  x-^arallel 
to  the  surface  of  the  backstop.  If  it  is  desired  to  stox^  the  ringing  noise  of 
the  bullets,  the  rear  of  the  baxk  step  may  be  boxed  in  and  filled  with  sand,  Ihe 
space  below  the  backstop  should  be  strewn  wdth  sand  or  fireproofed-v/aste,  A 
backstop  eight  feet  long  will  acconmiodate  four  targets  easily. 

To  secure  the  targets,  wires  or  metel  straxos  carrying  paper  clarmos  should  be 
dropped  from  the  uxoxoer  edge  of  the  backstoxJ.  Ho  elaborate  arrangement  is  desir- 
able, since  the  carriers  wall  be  shot  aw;ay  quite  regularly  at  first. 

How  as  to  the  prohlem’  of  ligliting.  The  simplest  .system  is  a single  500  watt 
bulb,  backed  by  an  iin-provised  tin  or  cardboard  reflector,  -placed  about  ten  feet 
in  front  of  the  targets,  and  either  above  or  belov/  their  level.  A more  complex 
system  is  a row;  of  100-v;att  bulbs,  x>Taced  between  the  targets,  one  to  fo'dr  feet 
in  front  of  them,  and  just  below  them,  backed  by  a strip  reflector  and  guarded 
by  an  additional  iron  or  tin  -plate.  This  lights  the  bottoms  of  the  targets  mnre 
brilliantly  than  the  to-ps.  An  evenly  lit  system  is,  how-ever,  the  usual  rale. 

Blue  "daylight"  bulbs  give  the  most  satisfactory  illumination.  V/iring  should''be'- - 
done  or  at  least  sux)ervised  by  the  post  electrician,  to  avoid  fire  liazard,  and 
should  be  insxoected  by  the  -post  fire  marsha,!. 

The  range  should  be  -placed  so  that  a possible  stray  accidental  shot  through 
the  w;all  of  the  hangar  would  go  cut  on  the  flying  field.  Since  all  indoor  shoot-- 
ing  normally  takes  -place  after  da.rk,  this  is  an  effective  safety  precaution. 

Such  a range  would  ha-ndle  58  and  even  45  calibre  shooting,  although  fnost  in- 
door work  is  done  v;ith  .22’s.  • Hie  only  way  to  determine  what  your  backstop  will 
stand  it  to  shoot  against  it.  . If  your  backstop  is. very  narrow,  or  the  space  for 
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your  range  is  “very  limited,  the  hackstop  may  he  fastened  flat  to  the  wall,  and  1 
"boxed  to  catch  the  S]platter,  In  this  case  your  i^late  will  have  less  resistance  ! 
against  large  calihre  hiillets. 

A popular  substitute  for  suspended  neper  clips  is  a piece  of  burlap, 
stretched  vertically  over  the  front  boxing,  to  which  targets  may  easily  be ^pinned, 

Ihe  next  article  will  deal  with  National  Pistol  Competitions. 

oOo — ~ 

AIH  COIbPS  OPPIGERS  ASSIGNED  TO,  COm/Aim  IJIB.  GSiT.  STAIT  SCHOOL 

War  Department  Orders, -recently  issued,  direct  the  following-named  Air  Corps 
officers  to  report  for  duty  as. students  at  the  Command  and  General  Staff  School, 
Port  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  for  the  1931-33  ccrurse;  Ife-jors  Ralph  P,  Cousins, 

Charles  B,  Oldfield,  Captain  Clayton  L.  Bissell,  all  from  the  Air  Corps  Tactical 
School,  Langley  Eield,  Va. ; Captain  Early  E.W.  Duncan  from  Headcpiarters,  6th 
Cor-ps  Ai*ea;  Captain  Orlo  H.  Quinn,  from  %ndolph  Eield,  Texas;'  Captain  Rosenham 
Beam,  from  Havana,  Cuba;  and  Captain  Charles  B,B.  Babb,  Air  Corps  Detachment,’ 

Eort  Leavenv/orth,  Kensas. 

oOo — - 

’AAR  DEPARKIENT  ORDERS  AEESCTING  AIR  CORPS  OEFICSRS 

Changes  of  Station;  To  Brooks  Field,  Texas;  Ifejor  Michael  F,  De^vis,  Office  ' 
Chief  of  Air  Corps,  June  30,  for  duty  with  a tactical  unit. 

To  Langley  Field,  Va. : Capt.  John  p,  Richter,  upon  completion  of  course  at 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology. 

To  March  Field.  Calif.;  Ist  Lieut.  Howard  3.  Bogert,  upon  completion  of 
course  at  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology. 

To  Maxwell  Field,  Ala.  ; Major  Carlyle  H.  Wash,  upon  completion  of  foreign  ,j 
service  tour;  Iv^jor  Percy  E.  Van  Nostrand,  langley.  Field. 

To  Miateriel  Division,  Wright  Field,  Ohio;  I.^jor  Harold  A.  Straus,  upon  com-  i 
pletion  course  of  instiudtion  at  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas;  1st  :| 
Lieut.  Harold  H.  Carr  from  Ifessacimsetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Cambridge, Mass,  j 

To  Indianaioolis , Ind.  ; Cant.  Albert  M.  Gaidera  as  Instructor,  38th  Division  j 
Aviation,  upon. completion  tour  of  duty  in  Panama. , 

To  Panama  Canal  Zone;  Major  Lewds  H.  Brsreton,-  Fort  Sill,  Okla.  , July  21.  -I 

To  Randolph  Field,  Texas;  1st  Lieut,  ihnes  S.  .'dhro,  from  San  Aitonio  Air 
Depot,  'Duncan  Field,  Texas. 

To  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corns;  Major  W,  R,  Weaver,  Maxwell  Field,  Ala,  6-30, 

To  Shrevewort,  La.  ; Ca;otain  Harold  L.  Clark,  ■ from  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  I 
Duncan  Field,  Texas,  for  duty  in  connection  with  ..new  constiuction , Ba.ricsdale  Field,! 

To  Rome,  Italy;  Captain  Francis  M.  Brady,  as  Assistant  Military  Attache  for 
Air,  upon  completion  course  of  instruction  at  Gomimand  and  General  Staff'  School. 

Reserve  Officers  ordered  to  Extended  Active  Duty;  (June, 25  to  Dec.  23,1931) 

To  Self  ridge  Field,  Mich.  : 2nd -Lieut  s,  Curtis  E.  Smith,  Jr.,  Augusta,  Ga. ; Joe 
S.  Aiderson,  Honea  path,  S.C.;  William  B.  Clements,  Durand,  Ga. ; To  Fort  Crockett, 
Texas;  Rainh  J.  Gibbons,  Walla  Walla,  Wash.;  Lawrence  T.  Broeren,  Portland,  Ore.; 
Garl  E.  Reclcnagel,  Springfield,  0.;  To  Rockwell  Field,  Calif.  ; Edv:ard  F.Kiessig, 
San  Diego,  Calif.;  Wallace  J.  O’i^iniels,  Jr.,  Seattle,  Wash.;  To  Post  Field,  Fort 
Sill,  Okla.;.  Harry  B.  Fleming,  Jr.,  Weleeta,  Okla.;  Lloj^d  S,  Hunt,  Cincinnati,  0. ; 
To.Mitchel  Field,  H.Y. ; Frank  L.  Smith,  Mt.  Airy,  N.C.;  Herbert  A.  Orr,  lorbh 
Adjurs,  .ifla’ss:  To  Scott  Field,  111,;  Claris  E.  Johnson,  Alexis,  111.;  Harold  A. 
Lidster,  Charleston,  111,;  Lloyd  L.  Sailor,  Normal,  111.;  To  '..'lather  Field,  Calif,.;.. 
Ralston  L.  Crew,  Fallon,  Nevada.;  To  Pone  Field,  N.C.;  Laurence  A.  Duncan, 
Aliceville,  Ala.  — July  2 to  Dec.  31,  1931,'  To  Self  ridge  Field,  Mich.;  Ashby 
Toulmin,  Mobile,  Ala.;  To  Fort  Crockett,  Texas;  alter  C.  Kent,  Kentwood,  La.; 

Paul  Waterman,  San  Antonio.,  Texeis;  Orville  L.  0a].-ces,  Stillwater,  Qld.a. ; To  Mitchel 
Field,  N.-Y.;  Richard  Van  Conover,  Lake  Charles,  La.;  Francis  X.  Kelly,  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.  ; To  Post  Field,  Okla.;  Charlie  S.  Tidwell,  A.tlanta,  Ga. ; To  Rocicwell  Field, 
Calif.:  Floyd  Hill  Davidson,  Phoenix,  Ariz. ; To  Scott  Field,  111.;  Eugene  M. Kruse, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.;  To  Fort  Bennin.g,  Ga.  ; Glenn  A.  Holland,  Atlanta,  Ga. ; To  March  , 
Field,  Calif.;  Ralph  H.  Brandt,  Oalcland,  Calif ♦;  To  Crissy  Field.  Calif.;  Adrian 
F.  Wilkinson,  San  Francisco,  Calif.;  — Robert  K.  Black,  Dougla.ston,  L.I.,  N.T.  to 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. , 7/2  to  ll/ll/Sl;  Norman  L.  Barr,  Boyle,  Miss.,  to  France 
Field,  Panama,  July  2 to  Oct,  12;  Deveniport  Mechem,  Las  Cruces,  N.M.  to  leather 
Field,  June  25  to  Dec.  23;  Raymond  B.  Hurst,  Seattle,  Wash.,  May  16  to  Nov.  14-, 
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Present  active  dat-;'  iowrs  of  Henorve  Officers  e:r.tonQed  to  June  £0,  1952; 
2nd  Lieuts.  Charles  Hohert  Disher,  Ott  Gardner,  Charles  H.  C-oodwyn,  Frederick 
T.  Sterling,  Jr.,  Oliver  J.  Stiidenian,  Sd’.mrd  IT.  Coates,  1,7m.  R.  Graham,  Theodore 
G.  Kershaw,  Jr,,  Howard  B.  Lathrop,  Jr.,  Floyd  E.  Helson,  George  W.  Peterson, 
Lawrence  T,  Pugh,  Weldon  E.  Rhoades,  Bon  K,  Sheets  — To  Eehraary  16,  1932; 
Tallraadge  L.  Boyd,  Harry  D.  Clapper,  Wra.  Cocke,  Jr.,  John  C,  Crain,  Edv;ard 
D.  Hoffman,  Lane  W.  Sharman,  Joseph, B.  Stanley. 

Relieved  from  Detail  to  Air  Corps;  2nd  Lieuts.  Frederick  G.  Crahh,  Jr., 
to  3Qth  Inf.,  IJadison  Bcs,  II.  Y.;  George  G,  Garton  to  Field  Artillery,  2nd  Div. , 
Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas, 

Change  in  assignment;  1st  Lieut,  Ha.rlan  T,  McCormick,  upon  relief  from  ■ 
duty  as  A.C.  Representative,  Curtiss  Aeroplane  and  Motor  Co.,  Garden  City,  IT.Y., 
to  Selfridge  Field  instead  of  Mitchel  Field. 

Addl.  Change  of  Station;  1st  Lieut.  Harold  A,  McGinnis,  upon  completion  of 
course  of  instruction.  Harvard  University,  to  Langley  Field,  Va. , Jiily  1. 

oOo 

ASSIGH1.IEHT  OF  GRADUATES  BROM  AIR  CORPS  SCHOOLS 


From  Air  Cor^os  Engineerinc  School,  Wright  Field,  Ohio;.  Captain  Michael  E. 


McHugo  to  Scott  Field,  111.;  2nd  Lieut.  Chas.  A.  Ross  to  Middletown  Air  Depot; 
Captain  Leland  C.  Hurd  to  Curtiss  Aeroplane  and  Motor  Co.,  Buffalo,  N.Y.;  ist 
Lieut.  Russell  L.  Williamson  to  Stearman  Aircraft  Co. , Wichita,  Kansas;  Captain 
C,  S.  Johnson  to  Hockv/ell  Air  Depot,  Coronado,  Calif.;  1st  Lieiits.  Benjamin  W. 
Chidlaw,  Alden  R.  Cra.wford,  Jolm  L.  Davidson,  Sd:in::nd  C.-  Langmead,  Russell  J. 
Minty,  Edward  M.  Powers,  Clarence  S.  Thorpe,  Kenneth  B.  Wolfe  to  Wright  Field. 

From  Army  Industrial  College,  Washington:  Captain  Leland  YI.  Miller  and 
1st  Lieut.  Herman  D.  Bro]phy  to  Graduate  School  of  Business  Administration, 
Harvard  University,  Sept.  15,  ' ’ 

From  Air  Cores  ‘Technical  School,  Chanr.te  Held,  111.;  (All  2nd  Lieuts.) 


To  Mitchel  Field^ 

John  C.  Covington 
John  K.  Gerhant 
Joseph  W.  Baylor 
Chas,  L.  Manroe,Jr. 
Thomas  R.  Starratt 
To  Wright  Field; 

George  V.  Holloman 
To  iiather  Field; 

Chester  ?.  Gilger 
Charles  H.  Deerwester 
Robert  B.  Davenport 
To  Chanute  Field; 

Lilhurn  D.  Fat or 
Harry  J.  Flatecjua.1 
To  March  Field; 


To  Self ridge  Field; 
liurward  0.  Lowry 
Hint  Garrison, Jr. 
Raul  M.  Jacobs 
Lawrence  W.  Koons 
Jesse  Auton 
Edwin  R.  French 
Francis  H.  Griswold 
Donald  L.  Putt 
Horraan  D.  Sill in 
To  Langley  Hel.d; 
Tiiomas  D.  Fergirson 
TIilliam  3.  Offutt 
Wycliffe  E.  Steele 
Jack  W.  Wood 
John  P.  Ryan  ■ 


To  Scott  Field,  111. 

Harold  W.  Grant 
Allen  W.  Reed 
Irving  R.  Selby 
To  Fort  vSam  Eo^iston,  Tex. 

Guy  B.  Henderson 
LeRoy  Hudson 
Lambert  S.  Callaway 
John  W.  Sga,!! 

Willi,'am''L.  Kennedy 
To  ^'airfield  Air  Deuot; 

Clarence  S.  Irvine 
Francis  M.  Zeigler 
To  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma; 

James  L.  Jackson 
Stoyte  0.  Ross 


James  YY.  Andrew 
Eugene  H.  Beebe 
To  Roclcwell  Held; 

V ernes  W.  Brovrn,  Jr. 
if!  f red  R.  Maxwell 
Lewis  R.  Parker 
Robert  W.  Stewart 
Austin  A.  Straubel 
Robert  YI.  Goetz 
Robert  S.  Israel, Jr 
John  S.  Mills 


To  Fort  Crockett; 

Philo  G.  Meisenholder 
Thomas  L.  Mosley 
Robert  F.  Tate 
Thomas  L . Thurlow 
Keiuieth  R,  Cro slier 
William  C.  Mills 
George  W.  Mundy 
Leslie  0.  Peterson 
Mills  S.  Savage 


To  Crissy  Field; 

William  Ball 
Richard  C.' Lindsay 
To  Brooks  Field; 

Isaac  W.  Ott 

To  Middleto^ml  Air  Dewot; 

Paul  E . Shanahan 
Floyd  B.  Wood 
To  Duncan  Field  Tr. Center: 

Robert  W.  Warren 


oOo 


Four  Air  Corps  officers  have  been  assigned  to  duty  as  students  for  the 
1931-1932  course  at  the  Army  Industrial  College,  Washington,  D.C,,  viz:  Captains 
Robert  V.  Ignico,  Langley  Field;  Omer  0.  Hiergarth,  Wright  Field,  Harry  G-. 
Montgomery,  and  1st  Lieut,  John  M.  McDonnell,  Bolling  Field. 

oOo 

Contributions  for  the  Hews  Letter  are  solicited  from  Langley,  Crissy, 
Brooks,  Dodd,  Chanute,  Kelly  and  Self ridge  Fields. 
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IOT.es  KIOM  All  COBPS  PIELDS  i 

Mather  Pield,  Sacramento,  Calif.,  Am'il  17tli. 

77th  pgr  suit  Scfiiaciron;  The  month  of  April  hrought  about  an  almost  new 
flying  organization  in  the  77th  }.>u.rsuit  Sqp.adron  with  the  arrival  of  12  officers, 
some  coming  from  other  tactical  units  and  others  joining  their  first  post  upon 
their  graduation  from  the  Advanced  Plying  School  , Kelly  Field.  Each  officer  in 
the  Squadron  was  assigned  to  an  airplane,  and  everyone  is  particularly  careful 
to  see  that  it  is  still  all  in  one  piece  when  vre  shove  off  for  the  maneuvers  on 
May  10th. 

Tlie  first  v/eek  of  Ax^ril  was  spent  almost  entirely  in  drill  and  tactical 
formations.Lieut , Walter  E.  Hichards,  who  is  the  77th  Squadron' s. Commander , and 
Lieut.  J.G-.  Hopkins,  Squadron  Operations  Officer,  ga.ve  their  res-pective  flights 
quite  a vigorous  workout  during  , the  week.  It  now  seems  as  if  the  77th’ s x^ilots 
will  compare  favorably  with  the  older  units  at  the  maneuvers,  even  disregarding 
the  short  time  they  have  been  together.  , 

Lieut .-Colonel  Mackall  visited  Mather  Field  on  Aoril  8th  and  8th  and  in- 
s-jpected  the  ipost.  Everything  seemed  to  be  thoroughly  satisfactory  to  him,  and 
when  he  left  he  v;as  - very  complimentary  in  his  comments. 

On  the  tenth  of  the  month,  all  of  our  available  shi-ps  journeyed  to  Boclcwell 
Field,  led  by  a headquarters  flight  consisting  of  Major  Tinker,  Cdptain  Lynd  and 
Lieut.  Dorsett . Upon  our  arrival  there  we  were  all  well  taken  care  of  by  the 
95th  Pursuit  SqueEron.  The  following  morning  the  entire  first  Provisional  Wing 
flew  in  review  before  Admiral  Chase  of  the  I'Ta.vy. 

The  week  ending  April  18th  was  spent  mostly  in  firing  on  the  range  for 
qualification,^  and  flying  cross-country  missions  to  Reno,  IJevada. 

On  a recent  trip  to  Rockwell  Field,  Lieut.  Richards  led  a formation  which 
brou^t  back  four  more  P-12’s  to  our  field.  On  April  16th,  Mlajor  Tinlier  piloted 
nine  officers  back  to  Roclmvell  in  a C-7  Trans^oort  after  eight  more.  It  is  a i 

personal  belief  that  our  officers  will  not  complain  at  having  an  insufficient  : 

number  of  ships  to  fly.'  " j 

40_th  Division  Aviation,  Ca.lif.  National  (kiard,  Los  Angeles,  March  28th.  ; 

Congratulations  are  hereby  extended  to  Lieut. -Col.  Jolm  IT.  Jeffers  U'pon  his 
recent  xDromotion  to  tha,t  grade.  Col.  Jeffers  has  coraimnded  this  unit  for  some 
four  years,  during  which  period  he  has  maintained  the  res-pect  and  affection  of  !■ 
officers  and  men.  Although  the  unit  regrets  to  lose  the  leadership  of  Col. 

Jeffers,  it  feels  that  the  -pj-'oniotion  is  well  deserved,  and  that  in  his  new  as- 
sigiiment  to  Aviation  Section,  Headquarters,  40th  Division,  he  will  be  of  greater 
value  to  the  Division  because  of  wider  contacts  with  Staff  and  other  branches. 

We  have  all  felt  the  need  of  closer  liaison  and  understanding  between  aviation  !'i 
and  the  other  line  branches,  and  believe  that  Col.  Jeffers  was  well  chosen  to 
develop  this  important  work. 

The  Squadron  welcomes  its  newest  officer,  1st  Lieut.  Clinton  A.  Burrov/s, 
appointed  Jan.  28th,  last,  from  National  Guard  Reserve.  Lieut.  Burrows  is  re- 
turning  to  a familiar  fold,  as  he  was  one  of  the  original  officers  of  this  unit, 
having  transferred  to  the  Reserve  because  of  out-of-town  residence.  At  -present 
he  is  flying  for  Pacific  Air  Trans-qort , -part  of  the  Boeing  Air  System.  , 

We  are  very  happy  to  wish  luck  and  success  to  the  four  lads  from  this  squad-  ' 
ron  who^  recently  ' 'finished  the  tlarch  Field  Primary  course  and  were  sent  on  to  , 

Kelly  Field  for  another  four  months  of  advanced  training  and  their  wings. 

Lieut.  James  Carroll,  A.C.,  Unit  Instructor,  left  this  post  several  days  ago 
ferrying  one  of  last  02-H’s  to  Philadel-phia.  He  will  return  by  rail. 

The  Communications  Section  is  pretty  coclq?’  over  the  arrival  of  o new  -radio 
sets,  the  AC  #152.  Tiiese  are  being  installed  in  0-33  shi-ps  for  test  and  -practice 
and  should  help  considerably  the  communications  -problems  at  this  sumier’s  cam-p. 

Hangar  flying  increased  tremendously  the  -past  two  months  due  to  a des’perate 
gas  shortage  at  the  field.  And  this  in  the  face  of  8j^  gas-  on  the  streets  and 
huge  over-'pr eduction  of  oil  in  Southern  California.  The  next  quarter  in  April 
will  see’ a new  allotment  of  fuel.  j 

The  'pilots  of  this  squadron  are  in  a fever  over  who  shall  be  the  chosen  five 
to  carry  the  escutcheon  of  Griffith  Park  to  the  Air  Corps  Maneuvers  at  Dayton  in 
May.  Since.,  all  20  pilots  are  eager  to  go,  and  all  admit  their  qualifications, the  j: 
C.O.  is  in  a tough  s;oot#  Marqiiis  of  Queensbairy  nilos  are  to  govern  the  selection  ' 
with  su.b-caliber  guns  bari'ed.  i 
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Hqrs.  Nichols  Field,  and  4th  Qom-ooslte  Gtohd.  P.I.  . March  27th. 


4t]i  Composite  Group  Hqrs;  Capt.  Edgar  P.  Sorenson  relieved  Capt.  Fred  C. 
Uelson  of  the  command  of  this  organization  immediately  after  the  arrival  of  the 
March  Transport , 

Sgt,  W,G,  Miller,  Post  Radio  Operator,  enjoyed  some'  interesting  flights 
daring  the  past  month,  including  two  trips  to  the  Southern  Isii^ds  and  other 
trips  made  during  the  search  for  Glenn  Brophy. 

The  Budroin  team  won  the  inter- squadron  bowling  tournament  staged  recently. 

No  one  knew  what  to  do  with  the  loving  cup  which  was  a part  of  the  title,  as  a 
trophy  case  was  one  item  this . organization  has  had  no  previous  use  for. 

j^ong  those  who  profited  by  the  5-year  expansion  program  was  Thomas  P, 

Gavigan,  an  old  timer,  who  was  promoted  to  the  grade  of  Sergeant. 

6th  Photo  Section;  Staff  Sgt.  Raymond  M.  Bishop  made  a trip  to  the 
Southern  Islands  as  Photographer  recently  for  the  purpose  of  i:iaking  photographs 
of  the  -proposed  laiidlng  fields  being  established, 

• Captain  Burge  and  fester  Sgt.  Klutz  conpleted  a long-distance,  high  altitude 
photogra-phic  mission  on  the  9th. 

The  Section  held  its  organization  day  on  the.  24th  at  Montalbon,  A hilce  was 
made  to  the  Metropolitan  Water  Dam,  and  after  obtaining  all  the  pictures  possible, 
the  section  returned  to  the  camp  site,  and  everyone  joined  in  a baseball  game 
and  horseshoe  pitching  contest.  lunch  was  then  served  and  everyone  had  an  enjoy- 
able time. 

The  De-partment  Conmiander  made  a tactical  inspection  of  the  Group  on  March 
7th.  Aerial  photographs  of  the  ships. on  the  line  and  the  bombing  of  obsolete 
planes  on  the  range  were  made  and  delivered  to  General  Hines  within  25  minutes, 

■ A mosaic  of  Manila,  flown  at  8,000  ft.  altitude,  was  completed  during  the 
month,  . ' . ' . 

2nd  Observation  Scfiiadron;  Our  Squadron  Commander,  Ca-ptain  Sasterbrook,  is 
at  the  -present  writing. spending  some  of  the  hot  season  in  the  Mountain  Province 
at  Camp  John  Hay,  IDuring  his  absence,  Capt,  Russell  L.  Maughan,  of  "Dawn  to 
Dusk  Plight"  fame,  assumed  the  reins. 

We  have  had  a very  busy  month  renovating  the  squadron  barracks,  mess  hall 
and  day  room  in  preparation  for  an  inspection' by  Major-General  Hines,  Department 
Commander,  This,  inspection  was  held  on  Mardi  20th,  with  very  favorable  results. 
General  Hines  also  held  his  annual  tactical  ins'pectioh  during  the  month,  with 
this  squadron  taking  an  important  part.  Quite  a few  of  our  officers  and  men 
came  in  for  a lot  of  extended  cross- count'ry  trips  in  the  new  Sikorsky  Amphibians, 
These  flights  are  mostly  to  the  Southern  Islands  of  the  Philippine  .Archi-pelago , 
with  one  to  the  north  of  Luzon  in  search  of  Mr,  Bro-phy,  the  "China  to  Manila" 
flyer,  who  was  lost  enroute,  ' 

28th  Bombardment  S,cuadroni  First  Lieut.  R.C.  Zettel  and  family  are  enjoy- 
ing a month’s  leave  in  China.  Lieut.  Wolfi-nbarger  is  spending  30  days  at  the 
Mountain  Province  Resort  at  Baguio,. 

The  Squadron  is  taking  on  more  of  the  appearance  of  a Bombardment  organiza- 
tion with  our  recent  addition  of  six  new  B-3A’s,  with  good  -prospects  of  having 
six  more  by  June  1st.  At  present  there  is  a somewhat  peculiar  condition  exist- 
ing in  the  Squadron,  Though  commended  by  a well  known  bombardment  leader,  Ca-pt. 
Edward  C,  Blade,  we  are  firing  the  Attack- Gunnery  and  Bombing  course  in  Pursuit 
ships,  one  P-12B  and  seven  PW-9C’s, 

One  of  our  pilots,  Lieut,  Malone,  took  one  of  the  Sikorsky  imxDhibians  around 
the  north  end  of  the  island  as  a -part  o.f  the  search  for  Mr,  Erophy.  This  meant 
being  at  the  controls  for  the  better  part  of  two  days  under  difficult  flying 
conditions, 

66th  Service  Squadron;  1st  Lieut,  j.S,  Stowell  s-pent  ten  days  detached  ser- 
vice in  Northern  Luzon,  re-oorting  an  enjoyable  trip  after  his  return. 

Nichols  Field.  Rizal . P.I..  March  5th.  , / . ‘ 

2nd  Observation  Squadron:  The  Squadron  celebrated  a belated  or^nization 
Day  at  the  Calamba  Sugar  Central.  Sightseeing  tours  through  the  plant  and  over 
the  central  were  arranged  by  the  Company,  and  a good  time  was  had  by  all. 

The  ferch  Trans'port  b-rought  the  following  new  officers!  1st  Lieuts.  Leroy 
M.  Wolfe,  Richard  W,  Gibson,  Walter  G.  Bryte,  and  2nd  Lieut.  Elwell  A.  Sanborn, 

On  the  same  boat  we  lost  Capts.Earl  S.  Hoag,  D.M.  Reeves,  1st  Lieuts.  Anderson 
.and  Yeager. 

Lieut.  Ent  returned  from  a trin  to  China  and  assumed  his  old  duties  as 
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Squ.adron  Adjutant.,  . 

We  have  an  ein'br2'’o  "20131)7  Jones"  in  the  Squadron  at  present  in  the  x^e^son 
of  Private  , "Scotty  Harsett ,"  .^v, 'ho  non  the  ci^]p  in  the  , third. flight  of  ' the . Manila 
Golf  Tournament,  ... 

28th  Bomhardment  Scruadron;  This  Sqaadron  has  been  functioning  with  PW-9’s, 
hut  is  gradually  coming  into  its  own,  having  received  3 B-3A  Bombers,  \7ith  more 
coming.  Before  the  ■ rainy,  season  sets  in  we  e:cpect  to  be  fully  equipxoed  as  a 
Bombardment  unit.  After  that  watch  our  smoke.  (During  the  rainy  season?  Ed.) 

, The  Squadron  , is  sorry  to  lose  Cant.  Edward  M.  Morris,  who  returned  to  Port 
Crockett  -on  the.  March.  Trans/port , aldo  the  following  noncoms:  Tech.  Sgt . Albin, 
Staff  Sgts.  Jones,  Aakins  and  Woolard,  who  cormpleted  their  tour  of  foreign  ser- 
vice. The  March  Trans^port  brings  us  an  ola  timer  comdiig  home  to  roost  - Master 
Sgt.  Albert  Y.  Linard. 

66th  Service  Squadron;  1st  Lieut.  Joseph  Smith  leaves  on  or  about  March 
15th  for  his  nev;  station  at  San  Antonio,  via  the  Suez  Canal. 

1st  Lieut.  Jolm  H.  McCormick  reported  for  duty  Peb.  24th,  and  was  assigned 
as  Sunpply  and  Mess  Officer; 

The  March  Transport  took  21  men  back  for  discliarge,  and  we  gained  23  new 
men  as: replacements. 

6th  Photo  Section;  1st  Lieut.  Jolm  M.,  McDonnell,  our  Section  Commander, 
having  completed  his  tour  of  foreign  service-,  was  ordered  to  Mitchel  Pield,  U.Y,, 
returning  by  way  of  Rome,  Paris,  Berlin  and- London.  This  is  the  second  time  j 

Lieuc.  McDonnell  was  in  comnand  of  the  Section,  having  commanded  it  overseas 
during  the  big  fight.  We  envy  him  his  second  sto]p.  , 

Private  Paul  W.  Reigel  is  returning  to  the  States  for  discharge,  having  de- 
clared his  intention  of  proceeding 'post  haste  to  Simokin,  Pa.,  where  he  ex'x)ects 
to  resume  his  mining  "career," 

The  Section  has  done  considerable  vrork  during  the  latter  part  of  January. 
pre-pe.ring  enlargements  of  -photos  of  interesting  places  in  Kfetnila  and  vicinity  I 
and  other  features  relative  to  the  Air  Corps  .Exhibit  at  the  Manila  Carnival 
which  lasted  from  January  15th  to  Pebruary,  2nd.  .Having  the  best  .looking  and'  | 
most  -popular  exhibit,  our  efforts  were  fully  rewarded.  ' i 

Scott  Pield,.  Belleville,  HI.,  A'oril  22nd. 

..Pirst  Lieuts;  A. J.,  McKenna  and  Walter  0.  Pielil,  Reserve,  both  from  Chicago, 
reported  at  Seott  Pield  April  6th  for  a 14-day  tour  of  active  duty.  They  were 
.attached  to  the-  15th  Observation  Squadron  for  training. 

2nd  Lieut,  Edgar  A.  Sirraiyer,  Jr,,  ma.de  a hurried  trip  to  Maxwell  Pield 
recently  upon  receiving  news  that  he  is  now  a "proud  -pa-pa."  It  ■ is  a girl,  Mrs. 
Sirmyer  has  been  staying  with  her  -parents.  Col.  and  Mrs,  Charles  L.  Poster,  M.C., 
at.  Port  Benning,  Ga.  • . r - 

Major  General  Prank  Parker,  Comvaanding  General  of  the  Sfxth  Corps  Area, 
made  his  annual  ins-pection  of  Scott  Pield  on  Auril  22iid.  The  General  was  evident- 
ly pleased  with  the  conditions  as  he  found  them.  Following  the  ins;pection,  he 
and  his  staff  derjarted  for  Jefferson  Barracks,  escorted  by  a motorcycle  patrol 
of  State  Troo-pers. 

Fort  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas.  A-oril  1st. 

■ ■ ■ 

Headquarters  and -.the  Band  co'p-ped  the  aimaal  track  and  field  meet,  held  on 
March  25th  by  scoring, 52  -points  to  the  23  of  their  nearest  com-petitor,  the  60th  , 
Squadron,  Graham  of  the  Band  was  high  -point  man  for  the  meet,  scoring  a total 
of  11  ^points,  Bentley  of  Headquarters  was  second  with  10  points,  and . Comiolly 
of  the  60th  Sqaadron  was  third  with  nine.  ■' 

Handica:p]ped  by  .several  injured,  players , the  13th  Sqaadron  basketball  team 
forfeited  the  series  to  the  Santa  Pe  quint.  One  game  has  been  already  -played, 
being  v/on  by  the  Railroaders.  ’ ■ 

Baseball  -practice  has  commenced  and  from  all  indications  the  race  for  the 
Post  ■ Cham'oionshmp : is  going  to  be  a close  one.  The  SOtli  Squadron  has  two  new  men 
whose  ability  is  well  loiown  on  the  -post.  The  8th,  90th  and  13th  Squadrons  all  i 

claim  to  have  nev/  material  that  wili  carry  them  through  to  the  cup.  Of  them  all, 
the  60th  .Squadron  apipears  to  have  the  best  chance  at  the  -present  time  bat,  Quien  , 
sabe  ? . ; 

Interest  in  boxing  and  wrestling  is  growing  by. leaps  and  bounds.  A ring^is 
in  the  -process  of  construction,  and  while  it  will  not  be  ready  for  a short  ^vhile, 
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the  men  are  working  out  daily  in  the  Post  gym.  Joe  Garrett,  former  8th  Cores 
Area  lightwei^t  champ,  is  in  ch£irge  of  the  instruction  end.  Joe  is  getting 
into  shape  also,  and  hopes  to  prove  that  the  old  dynamite  and  zip  is  still  pres- 
ent, The  tum-out  for  those  interested  is  more  than  satisfactory.  With  the 
present  popularity  of  the  mat  game , it  should  he  possible  to  stage  many  cards 
here. 

Ten  new  officers  arrived  at  Fort  Crockett  in  the  last  few  weeks,  viz: 

Capt.  Edward  M,  Morris,  A,C,,  from  Hichols  Field,  and  2nd  Lieuts,  Louis  S,  Wait, 

; Walter  A.  Hansom,  Richard  A,  Morehouse,  Henry  H.  Covington,  Jr.,  Luther  J, 
Fairbanks,  Louis  M.  Gregory,  Joseph  B.  Donnelly,  Eric  G.  Danielson  and  E.V, 
Robnett,  Jr.,  Air  Reserve.  Lieut.  Wait  came  from  Port  Sill,  while  the  rest 
of  the  officers  arrived  from  Dodd  Field,  where  they  had  been  on  detached  service. 

Ten  iplanes  from  the  3rd  Attack  Group,  led  by  Lieut.  Ralph  Stearley,  conduct- 
ed an  attack  on  the  city  of  Beaumont  recently.  Tlie  demonstration  was  given  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Jefferson  County  Reserve  Officers  Association,  who  v/ere 
assembled  at  Beaumont  at  the  time.  One  plane  from  the  60th  Service  Squadron, 
piloted  by  Lieut,  W.S,  Lee,  laid  a smoke  screen  to  make  the  simulated  warfare 
more  realistic.  After  the  "battle,"  Lieut,  Stearley  delivered  an  address  on 
i "The  Tactics  and  Employment  of  Attack  Aviation."  Tlie  planes  returned  the  follow- 
ing afternoon. 

Wing  Commander  Walter  L.  Feinne,  Ro3/al  Flying  Corps,  British  Air  Attache, 
stationed  at  Washington,  was  a recent  visitor  at  Fort  Crockett.  While  here  he 
was  the  guest  of  Major  Davenport  Johnson. 

Fox  Movietone  Hews  recently  took  sound  pictures  of  Third  Attack  Group  planes 
in  simulated  warfare.  Planes  from  the  13th  Attack  Squadron  were  used  for  the 
occasion.  This  is  the  second  time  within  a year  that  Fox  cameramen  have  taken 
sound  pictures  of  Group  planes. 

Fort  Crockett.  Galveston,  Texas.  Anril  15th. 

The  8th  Attack  sent  a flight  of  12  ships  to  Port  Benning,  Ga. , on  April  17. 
The  planes  under  the  leadership  of  Cant.  Lotha  A.  Smith  were  scheduled  to  take 
part  in  the  Air  Corps  demonstration  being  held  at  Fort  Bennihg  in  conjunction 
with  ground  troops.  Officers  accompanying  Capt.  Smith  were  Lieuts.  H.L.  Grills, 
F.F.  Everest,  H.A.  Parker,  J.H.  Catchings,  J.A.  Anderson,  R.D.  Cassell,  R.A. 
Bolyard,  R.R.  Burley,  E.G.  Danielson,  L J.  S'airbariks  and  E.V.  Robnett. 

Just  how  well  the  other  units  in  the  Air  Corps  are  coming  along  in  perfect- 
ing formation  flying  for  maneuvers  we  do  not  loiov,'.  However,  if  Pursuit,  Bombard- 
ment or  Observation  pilots  wish  to  cow  honors  this  yea.r,  they  certainly  will  have 
lots  of  competition  from  the  Third  Attack  Group.  Pilots  and  mechanics  are  one 
in  saying  that  never  before  has  the  Group  flo’TO  such  perfect  foraiations.  Squad- 
ron leaders  are  working  hard  to  attain  the  heighth  of  perfection.  Close  forma- 
tions are  the  order  of  the  day,  and  those  boys  are  certainly  getting  in  there. 

The  13th  S.quadron  baseball  team  swung  into  the  lead  since  their  defeat  of 
the  60th  Squadron,  5 to  4.  In  the  other  game  the  8th  Squadron  \7on  from  the  90th, 
8 to  5,  Hever  before  in  the  history  of  Port  Crockett  has  there  been  ;60  much  en- 
thusiasm over  haseball.  For  the  first  time  there  are  more  thaui  two  good  teams 
in  the  league.  In  previous  years  the  90th  and  60th  were  the  only  strong  clubs 
in  the  race.  Errors  have  been  costly  to  the  90th  and  60th  this  season,  but  if 
they  cut. them  out  from  now  on  we  predict  many  extra  inning  games. 

Lieuts.  Hicks  and  Catron,  with  Sgt . Didoe,  were  here  recently  from  the  Photo 
Section  at  Dodd  Field,  They  took  pictures  of  all  the  officers  in  connection  with 
the  maneuvers. 

The  baseball  season  opened  at  Fort  Crockett  on  April  14th  with  the. 60th 
S^quadron  scoring  a 16  to  15  win  over  their  deadly  rivals,  the  90th  Squadron.  Al- 
though these  two  teams  are  rated  as  the  best  on  the  post,  they  failed  to  show  any 
good  ball  playing  as  was  displayed  in  the  game  between  the  8th  and  13th  Squad- 
rons. The  13th  won  this  game  3 to  2, 

The  90th  Squadron  won  the  cup  last  season,  but  the  only  strong  competition 
they  had  was  with  the  60th.  ODie  8th  and  15th  nines  awpear  to  be  stronger  than 
ever,  and  a tight  race  for  Post  honors  is  in  sight. 

^ The  Patrick  Logaii' is  kept  busy  these  da^/s  taking  parties  from  the  Post  on 
fisning  trips  cut  into  the  Gulf,  Ho  big  catches  have  been  reported  so  far  but 
many  lines  liave  been  snapped  and  a few  rods  bent,  A few  cases  of  bent  hooks 
have  also  been  related. 

Captain  Idzorek’s  golf  course  has  taken  on  added  color  with  the  addition  of 
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bright  new  flag  x^ins.  The  course  is  in  almost  continuous  use  nowadays  and  is 
the  method  used  by  'post  golfers  to  lower  their  score  on  the  regular  links. 

The  Tfeather  has  finally  become  much  warmer  and  the  beach  in  front  of  the 
'post  is  dotted  with  soldier  bathers  who  choose  a dip  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to 
cool  off.  Although  we  are  still  wearing  v/oolens,  it  worJt  be  long  before  the 
summer  uniform  is  donned. 

Led  by  Major  Laveirport  Johnson,  a flight  of  twelve  A-oB*  s recently  visited 
Brownsville  on  a cross-country  training  mission.  Tlie  :planes  returned  the  same 
day,  ", 

Eockrrell  Bield.  . Co'x’o'nado,  Calif.,  Auril  ISth, 

The  first  of  the  Foldser  Y1014  Transnorts  to  be  assigned  to  this  station 
was  ferried  from  the  FoMiier  iplant  at  Glendale,  West  Va, , by  Lieut.  J.E.  Jfellory. 
After  a mechanical  check,  several  officers  -flev^  the  new  shi-p  and  seemed  very 
well  x^leased  with  it. 

Ca-ptain  Ira  C.  Eaker  arrived  at  Rockwell  Field  the  early  piart  of  the  month 
in  a Locidieed  Yl.C-17  to  commence  ure-mrations  for  a non-sto]p  west  to  east  coast 
flight.  The  shi-p  was  turned  over  to  the  ■Rockwell  Air  De;pot,  where  the  necessary 
repairs  and  alterations  were  acconxclished.  Ilpon  completion  of  the  shi-p  in  the 
local  sho'ps,  Cap)tain  Eaker  ferried  it  to  Long  Beach,  vdiere  he  awaited  favorable 
weather  reports  for  his  -pro  )Osed  hop.  The  acWal  take-off  was  made  at  2:lo  a.m. , 
iVfe-rch  10th,  and  it  was  V7ith  sincere  regret  that  we  learned  of  the  Cagjtain  being 
forced  down  later  in  the  day  near  Marion,  IQy. 

Lieut.  C.B.  Stone  III,  of  the  11th  Boniba,rdmeilt  Soiiadron,  the  latest  addition 
to  the  benedicts  of  Rockwell  Field,  was  married  on  Iferch  10th  to  Miss  Enma 
Winburn,  of  Tucson,  Ariz . Miss  Winburn  was. a student  at  the  University  of 
Arizona.  The  ceremony  was  -performed  in  the  Sts,  Peter  and  Paul  Chagoel  at  Tucson, 
with  the  Rev,  Father  Patterson  officiating.  After  a short  honeymoon  in  northern 
California,  the  you'ng  co'aple  are  at  home  to  their  friends  in  their  Coronado 
residence.  ' 

Combi-ning  military  bu.siness  with  a good-will  tour,  three  Mexican  Army  Air 
Corps  officers  visited  Rockwell  Field  on  March  2nd.  The  three  officers,  Colonel 
Albert  S.  Hart,  Lieut. -Col,  Sedrico  and  Ca-ptain  Enrique  Laurent,  were  conducted 
around  Rockv/ell  and  through  the  Regjair  Depot  by  Lieut. -Col.  Barton  li.  Yount, 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  field,- and  Iviajor  Carl  S'patz,  cominanding  the  7th  Bombard- 
ment Grou-p.  After  the  tour  of  ins-pection  the  visiting  officers  were  flor/n  across 
the  :^y  to  Lindbergh  Field  in  one  of  the  Ourtiss  "Condor"  Bombers. 

Air  Corns  Trooips,  Fort  Sill,  01d.a. , Auril  6th. 

Several  changes  of  -personnel  have  taken  ;pla.ce  at  Post  Field  in  the  past 
month.  2nd  Lieut.  L.S.  Wait,  Res.,  wa.s  transfe-xred  to  Langley  Field,  Va.  , and 
left  here  March  13th.  2nd  Lieuts.  J.C.  Britton  and  J.  Will  Campbell,  Reserve, 
left  Ivlarch  23rd  for  their  new  station  at  Mather  Field,  Calif.  On  March  20th, 

2nd  Lieuts.  F.A.  Creech,  D.M.  Kesler  and  C.T,  McKinnie , Air  Reserve,  re-ported 
for  duty. 

Second  Lieuts.  W.C.  Bryan  and  C.T.  McKinnie,  Air  Reserve,  went  on  .ten  days’ 
leave  the  first  of  the  month,  the  former  to  Dallas,  Texas,  and  the  lattey  to  | 
Fargo , H. D . 

Staff  Sergeants  J.  S.  Bezek  and  C.L.  Shaw  de-parted  for  servicd  in  Hawaii  and  ; 
Panama.,  res-pectively . Staff  Sgt . Claud  Emerson  re^ported  here  I\ferch  18th  from 
Panama.  Privates  M.  Vanya  and  L.M.  Mackey  returned  from  Chahute  Field  where 
they  conrpleted  courses  in  Aircraft  Welding  and  E-ngine  Mechanics,  res-pectively. 
Staff  Sergeant  Charles  f.  Skinner  was  -promoted  to  1st  Sergeant  of  the  First  I 

Balloon  ComgDany,  vice  Staff  Sgt.  Earl  H.  Browning. 

Recent  visitors  to  Post  Field  were  Majors  Hannon,  Houghland  and  Ca-ptain  Brady 
on  March  28th;  Majors  Hetherwood,  Littlejohn  and  Volandt,  Captain  Brock:  and  Ltd. 
Peterson  and  Maughan  cn  liEarch  25th;  Lieut,  Hegenberger  on  March  23rd; Lieuts. 
Broergen  and  Drake  oh  March  8th;  Lieut.  L.V.  Beau,  Jr.  and  Sgt.  Warrick  on  March 
5th;  Lts.  Paul  and  Gregory  on  March  3rd;  Lts.  Old  and  Beau  on  March  2nd;  and 
Major  Healy  and  Lieut.  Harris  on  March  1st.  , 

Fight  fans  and  Kibitzers  and  getting  their  money’s  worth  in  the  present  Ft.  ( 
Sill  Boxing  Tournament.  The  Air  Corps  Team,  drawn  from  the  88th  and  ist  Balloon  ^ 
Co.,  started"with  a nucleus  of  two  experienced  fighters,  Pvts.  Crom  and  Ricliard- 
son,  both  -post  champions  of  last  yeari  Using  a comparatively  small  and  inexperi- 
enced squad,  they  have  gone  into  third  place  and  are  creating  no  little  unrest 
in  the  camp  of  the  leading  18th  Battalion  Red  Legs.  They  have  fought  52  figjits, 
forfeited  none,  drew  5.  “Seventy  more  fights  are  scheduled. 
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Clark  Field,  ?ort  Stotsenlnir,.'?:,  Pa:Ti")ang:a , r.I.,  March  lOtli. 


The  Third  Pursuit  Squadron  has  carried  out  its  norml  flight  training 
schedule  of  gunnerjs  homhing  and  combat  e:cercises  and,  ' in  addition,  participated 
in  two  reviev;s  and  a cross-country  flight  to  Aparri, 

Tlie  flight  to  Aparri  (Peb.  10-12)  included  12  officers  and  5 enlisted 
mechanics,  two  5-plane  flights  of  P-12*s  and  one  Douglas  Transport.  On  arrival 
at  Aparri,  the  Squadron  was  met  by  L5r,  Weber,  ifenager  of  the  Brunning  Tobacco 
Co. , who  provided  transportation  to  Tuguegarao  and  entertained  eight  of  the  offi- 
cers in  his 'home.  On  the  11th,  Mr,  Weber  arranged  a picnic  and  swimming  expedi- 
tion on  a river  some  20  miles  back  in  the  mountains  east  of  Tuguegarao, 

On  the '27^1  and  28th,  the  Squadron  partici-)ated  in  reviews  in  honor  of  Vice 
Governor  Butte  at  Port  McKinley  and  Ambassador  Porbes  at  Port  Stotsenburg, 
respectively. 

As  a consequence  of  the  revision  and  improvements  on  the  Clark  Pield  golf 
course,  some  50  additional  enlisted  men  ha.ve  taken  up  the  game  with  apparently 
serious  intent. 

A wedding  of  particular  interest  to  members  of  both  the  Army  and  Navy  was 
that  of  Miss  Jane  Leigh  Beall,  the  elder  daughter  of  Major  and  Mrs.  John  B. 

Brooks,  A. C.,  and  Lieiit,  (j.g. ) John  2.  Pitsgibbon,  U.S.N.  , on  Saturday,  January 
31,  1931,  The  most  charming  simplicity  and  dignity  characterized  the  event.  In- 
formal invitations  had  been  issued  to  intimate  friends  from  Manila,  Port 
Stotsenburg  and  Clark  Pield,  of  which  post  Major  Brooks  is  the  Commanding  Officer, 
and  the  wide  verandahs  of  Major  Brooks'  quarters  were  filled  with  guests  as  the 
appointed  time  drew  near.  An  informal  reception  and  tea  followed  the  ceremonj'-, 
after  which  Lieut,  and  Mrs,  Pitzgibbon  left  by  motor  for  a honeymoon  in  Baguio, 
ivirs.  Pitzgibbon  is  the  grand-daughter  of  the  late  Commodore  and  Mrs.  Dennis 
H.  Mahan,  and  a great  niece  of  the  illustrious  Admiral  A.T.  Mahan  whose  work  on 
Naval  tactics  and  strategy  ai'e  a model  for  modern  Naval  emplo^mnent.  Her  family 
has  been  well  loiown  in  both  services  for  more  than  a century,  since  the  first 
Dennis  Mahan  was  graduated  from  West  Point  in  1821, 

, Lieut,'  Pitzgibbon  lived  formerly  at  Nev/ark,  Ohio,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
U.S.  Naval  Academy  with  the  Class  of  1927.  He  is  assigned  to  duty  on  the  USS 
Pittsburgh,  flagship  of  the  Asiatic  Pleet,  which  is  now  on  a cruise  of  the 
Soutltern  Islands,  Siam  and  Indo-China  with  Governor- General  ih'.dght  Davis.  On  the 
return  of  the  "Pittsburgh"  early  in  April,  the  bride  and  groom  will  sail  for 
Honolulu  to  take  station. 

Ivfe,jor  Brooks,  having  bought  a nev;  bowling  ball  last  fall,  announces  the  com- 
pletion of  his  500th  game  on  Friday,  March  13th,  with  an  average  score  of  177.32. 
His  high  score  for  one  game  is  258. 

154th  Observation  Scfuadron,  Arkansas  National  Guard. 


Ca-pt.  Leland  R.  Hewitt,  our  Hegalar  Army  Instractor  for  several  years,  who 
has  been  very  popular  with  the  commissioned  and  enlisted  personnel,  was  ordered 
to  duty  in  the  Philippines.  He  is  to  be  replaced  by  Lieut.  Horn  after  (completing 
his  tour  of  duty  in  Panama.  We  wish  Gapt.  Hewitt  a pleasant  tour  in  the  Islands. 

The  engineering  section  is  hard  at  work  getting  our  ships  ready  for  the 
annual  maneuvers,  and  everyone  slated  to  go  is  counting  the  days  before  shoving 
off.  The  personnel  picked  for  the  trip  are  Lieut.  Horn,  Regular  Army -Instructor; 
Lts.  Howe,  Pee,  Hatten,  Pagan,  Sgts,  McGinnis,  Cline,  Howard  and  Duncan,  and  Sgt. 
McKee,  the  Regular  Army  enlisted  instractor  on  duty  here  with  the  Squadron. 

Visitors  here  during  the  past  month  included  Lieut.  Stranathan  in  a Lockheed 
Transport,  with  Congressmen'  Clague  and  Kva.le  as  passengers,  Lt.  Du.gan  with  Major 
Harwood  as  passenger  from  Post  Pield,  and  Lieut. ■ Per cifull  from  Post  Pield, 

_ Lieut.  Bill  Hopson  has  just  been  checked  off  primary  training  tjq)e  ships  to 
service  tjope,  and  is  now  piling  up  time  on  them. 

The  Squadron  is  represented  at  the  Primary  School  at  Iviarch  Pield  by  two 
lorraer  members,  Privates  Rosasco  and  White.  Iv&ich  -power  -bo  them. 


Pvt.  Will  A.  Northen  took  the  entrance  examination  for  the  Naval  Academy, 

A nev/  a'bhletic  program  was  adopted  by  the  Squadron  which  will  interest  every 
men  therein  during  the  suiiimer  months.  Baseball,  swimming,  tennis,  boz-ing  and 

teams  T/ere  organized,  equipment  purcha.sed  and  professional  coa.ches  secrar- 
ed  lor  .eaCii  team.  The  baseball  team  has  a formidable  array  of  high  school  and 

ha.ve  been  practicing  every  day.  Games  have  been  scheduled  for 
eacn  Sunday  of  the  season.  Ihe  team  is  being  coached  by  William  A.  ''Scrappy" 

’4-^  former  big  leaime  player.  The  boxing  team  has -engaged  other  military  or- 
ganiza-tions  in  bouts  and  are  -planning  other  sho:7s  during  the  out(ioor  season.  Iliey 
are  being  coached  by  Joe  Peck,  a lightweight  of  southern  fame. 
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primary  FlyiniS:  School.  I/arch  Field,  Riverside,  Calif,,  A'pril  15th. 


While  the  eastern  and  central  states  have  been  shivering  from  the  after 
effects  of  "Old  Man  Winter,"  California  has  been  enjoying  the  healthy  rays  of 
"Old  Sol"  and  breathing  the  fragi’ant  odor  of  the  Oi'ange  Blossoms  which  have 
been  in  bloom  for  the  last  three  weeks.  All  in  all,  Me-rch  Field  is  quite  a de- 
sirable place  to  live  . 

ferch  Field's  Inter  Squadron  Baseball  League  started  off  ausfiiciously  on 
Monday,  ferch  30th,  with  the  54th  School  Squadron  defeating  the  70th  Service 
Squadron,  10  to  6. 

J-fe,j6r  Joseph  Long  officially  opened  the  season  by  throwing  the  first  ball 
over  the  plate.  After  a carefn.1  wind-up,  he  heaved  a fast  one  over  the  plate 
for  a perfect  strike.  Lieut.  Frarlc  Armstrong  was  on  the  mound  for  the  winners 
and  shov/ed  himself  to  be  a real  ball  player. 

The  IvJarch  Field  Band  was  on  hand  to  liven  the  occasion  with  snappy  tunes 
between  the  innings,  A large  crowd  attended  the  game. 

Ihe  first  two  0-38B  airplanes  for  use  in  the  7th  Bombardment  Group  were 
received  from  the  Douglas  Factory  on  April  1st. 

Fairfield,  0.,  Air  Denot,  March  3Qth. 

The  follfiwing  airplanes  and  engines  were  overhauled  during  the  month  of 
March:  Aiip)lanes  - ^dajor  overliauls:  1 BT-1,  2 BT-2A,  5 A-3,  1 C-9,  2 P-6A, 

4 0-19B,  4 0-25A,  2 P-IC,  1 02-H,  1 PT-i,  total  23;  Minor  overhauls  - total  20. 
Engines,  Major  overhauls:  28  SEr-1340,  10  GI7“1570,  10  720,  1 J-6,  1 Curtiss  D-12, 
total  50;  Minor  overhauls,  total  19.  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Engineering 
Department  accomplished  instrument,  paracliute,  Curtiss  D-12  cj’^linder  banks  and 
a large  variety  of  v’ork  necessary  for  the  oncoming  Spring  Maneuvers. 

Arrivals  at  this  station  via  air  during  the  past  two  weeks  were  as  follows; 
Major  Royce  and  Lieut.  Hadd.on  from  Self  ridge  Field  enroute  to  Bolling  Field; 

Ca'pt.  Ott  in  an  A~3,  Lieut.  Reed  and  three  passengers  in  a YIC,  from  Selfridge 
Field;  Capt,  Colgan  and  Mr.  Hoffman,  Lunken  Airport,  in  an  02-H;  Sgt . Jackson 
and  4 passengers,  Clianute  Field,  in  a G-1;  Lieuts.  ITicol  and  Harmon,  Detroit,  in 
a BT-1;  Lieut,  Mann,  Chicago,  in  an  02-H  (March  16th);  - March  17th  - Lieut, 
McConnell  and  Pvt.  Horburn,  Horton  Field;  Lieut.  Watson  and  Sgt.  Lee,  Stout 
Field,  in  02-H  planes;  - Iferch  18th:  Lieut.  Cummings  and  Sgt.  Stock,  Cleveland, 
in  BT-l;  Lieut.  Mears  and  Brt,  Fradien,  Lunlcen  Airport,  in  an  02-H;  l.fejor  David- 
son and  Lieut,  Patterson,  Lolling  Field,  in  BT-2B;  Lieut.  Carpenter  and  Sgt. 
Inman,  Stout  Field,  in  02* H;  Lieut.  Pincomb,  Selfridge  Field,  in  P-6A  for  major 
overhaul,  the  latter  departing  in  a P-12C  overhauled  at  this  station;  March 
20th:  Lieut.  Griffith  and  three  passengers.  Self ridge  Field,  in  YIC,  enroute  to 
Wright  Field;  Capt.  Kauch,  Lieuts.  Parker,  Watkins  and  Cook,  Wright  Field,  en 
route  from  Buffalo,  H.Y.  to  France  Field,  Panama;  March  21st:  Lieut.  Gardner, 
Memphis,  Tenn,,  dep-arted  in  an  0-11  overliauled  at  this  station;  Uhrch  23rd: 

Lieut.  Laughinghouse  and  Sgt,  Hendell,  Chanute  Field;  Lieut.  Umstead  and  Capt. 
Muse,  passenger,  Bolling  Field;  Capt,  Ott  with  two  passengers.  Selfridge  Field; 
Capt.  Gif fin  and  Capt,  Paul,  Maxwell  Field,  and  Lieut.  Williamson  with  three 
passengers,  San  Diego,  arrived  on  cross-country  missions.  Lieuts.  Poe  and 
Feldman,  Self  ridge  Field,  departed  in  two  P-6A''s;  Lieuts.  Burgess  and  Smith  and 
Sgt.  S^visher,  ClienrLte  Field,  departed  in  an  0-25A  and  an  A-3BB,  respectively, 
for  their  home  stations,  ferrying  planes  overhauled  at  this  station;  March  24th: 
Capt,  Hetsch  and  Lie at.  Young,  Lunken  Airport,  Capt.  Herold,  Lambert  Field,  St. 
Louis,  departed,  ferrying  a PT-1  overliauled  at  this  station;  March  25th,  Lieut, 
Carpenter  and  Sgt.  Hansen,  Stout  Field;  Sgt.  David  and  three  passengers,  Scott 
Field;  March  26th;  Lieut,  Willis,  Bolling  Field;  Lieuts.  Genaro  and  Anderson, 
Schoen  Field;  Lieut,  Graff  with  five  passengers,  Langley  Field;  Lieut.  Selff, 
Rockwell  Field;  March  27th;  Lieuts.  Wagner,  Brownfield  and  Enuart  departed  for 
Langley  Field,  verrying  three  0-25A  planes  overhauled  this  Depot;  Lieut.  Orr 
with  five  passengers,  Mitchel  Field,  in  a C-7,  arrived  from  Middletoim  Air 
Depot,  enroute  to  Charjute  Field. 

The  Officers*  Club  held  a St,.  Patrick's  Dance  at  Wright  Field  on  the  even- 
ing of  March  17th.  The  party  was  well  attended  and  was  much  enjoyed  by  all. 

Lieut,  Melvin  B,  Asp,  who  departed  by  rail  March  23rd  for  Candler  Field, 
Atlanta,  Ga. , to  secure  and  ferry  a PTplane  to  this  station  for  overhaul,  ex- 
perienced engine  trouble  and  inclement  weather  enroute. 

Warrant  Officer  Charles  M.  Smith  departed  March  16th  for  Carpentersville, 

-187-  ?-6147,  A.C. 


111.,  on  leave  of  aosence,  returning  March  24th.  u:'--  : r - , 

Lieut.  John  A,  Matin,  who  vent  to  Santa.  Monica,  Calif.,  hy  rail,  secured 
a BT‘“2B' airulane  from  the  Douglas  Aircraft  Co.,  .ahdvferried  it  to  this  station, 
via  Hochwell  Pield,  Tacson,  Arizona,  and  El  Paso,  I’exas,  experienced; very  in- 
clement weather  during  hie  flight,  zero  temperature  prevailing  in  Texas. 

Captain  Edward  Laughlin,  of  this  Depot,  ferried  an  0-«25A  from  Fort  Riley, 
Kansas,  for  overhaul  in  connection  with  the  forthcoming  Air  Corps  Maneuvers. 

Tv/o  A3B  planes,  overhauled  at  this  station,  were  ferried  to  Fort  Leaven- 
\7orth,  Kansas,  Capt.  Hugh  A.  Bivins  ahd  Lierit,  F.M,  Hopkins,  Jr.  March  13th. 

Fairfield,  Ohio,  Air  Beuot,  Auril  IStli,  . 

From  April  1st  to  the  13th,  10  airplanes  wore  given  major  overhauls,  vizj 
1 XP-6,  1 A~5,  1 P1--C,  1 P-6A,  1 0-25A,  4 0«19B.a.nd  1 09. 

Planes  received  for  repc-irs  during  the  spnie , period  included  2 02-H  and 
1 P”3A  for  major  overhaul,  i 02  and  102-H  for  minor  overhaul,  1 P-12,  1.  P-12C 
and  2 p-12D*s  for  radio  installations and  1 A-OB,  1 PT-3A,  1 YIF  and  1 A-3  for 
ma j or  o ve  rhaul s . 

The  activity  report  of  the  Supply  Department  for  March  shows  incoming 
tonnage  of  freight,  306,7  tons;  express,  i.7  tons;  parcel  post,  635  Ihs.; 
outgoing,  freight,  116,8  tons;  express,  9.1  tons,  parcel  post,  2,815  Ihs,; 
material  received  hy  other  means  105,628  Ihs.,  shipiDed,  189,350  Ihs;  incoming 
shipments,  652;  outgoing,  1,509;  requisitions  received,  652, 

Lieut.  Melvin  B.  Asp  flew  to  Scott  Field,  111.,  April  10th,  in  a C-1  plane, 
transporting  an  engine  to  tlia.t  station  and  returning  with  5 enlisted  men  for 
temporary  duty  here,  . . 

Lieut.  Leslie  P.  Holcomh,  Scott  Field,  and  75  enlisted  men,  some  transported 
hy  automobile  hut  most  of  them  hy  plane,  joined  this  Station  April  10th  and  11th 
for  temporary  duty  in  connection  with  the  Air  Cores  Demonstrations  to  he  held 
in  May.  ■ 

■ A number  of  night  fli.ghts  v/ere  accomplished  hy  pilots  of  the  Depot  during 
the  past  two  weeks.  ' - - 

Captain  H.A.  Bivins  and  Lieut,  George  V.  MePike  ferried  planes,  to  this, 
station  for  overhaul,  the  former  from  Fort  Leavenworth  and  the  latter  from 
Candler  Field,  Atlanta,,  Ga. 

Thirty  officers  of  the  Armainent  Section  of  the  Air  Corps  Teclmical  School, 
Chanute  Field,  111,,  arrived  April  6th,  to  make  a tour  of  inspection  of  the 
Depot  and  of  Wright  Field. 

Lieut. -Col.  C.O.  Schudt,  Finance  Department,  made  an  ins’pection  at  this 
Depot  IViarch  31st  in  connection  with  the  au-diting  of  prouerty  accounts. 

Ivfajor  Frank  C.  Mahin,  Ins;;)ecto'r  General’s  De;mr'tment,  arrived  April  6th  to 
make  the  annual  inspection  of  the  Deuot. 

Col.  C.C.  Culver,  of  Washington,  made  an  official  call  at  this  station  on 
April  10th, 

fershall  Field,  Fort  Riley.  Kansas , Auril  23rd. 

The  howling  season  has  just  ended  at  Fort  Riley,  and  the  Air  Corps  Enlist- 
ed Men’s  team  was  victorious  as  usual.  This  makes  three  successive  victories 
for  the  Air  Cor-ps  team  and  hence  three  post  championships.  Fnis  feat  requires 
very  consistent  howling.  The  league  consists  of  16  teams,  and  during  the  season 
each  howls  a total  of  45  games. 

The  Air  Corps  teaan  carried  off  almost  all  the  honors  in  the  league.  Private 
Colosi  held  the  high  individual  average  with  182,  also  the  high  triple  vdth  681, 
The  teara  average  at  the  close  of  the  season  wras  177,  Averages  of  the  four  other 
members  of  the  team  were  - Corp.  Jai'nes  0.  Oldson,  179;  Master  Sgt.  Arnold  Ruef 
and  Pvt.  1st  Cl.  Lothrop  Hayden,  176;  Sgt.  Joseph  J.  Eherling,  175. 

This  being  a Cava,lry  post,  the  Cavalry  entrants  have  been  rather  melancholy 
as  a result  of  losing  to  the  Air  Corps  for  three  successive  years.  They  are  now 
somewhat  im^Droved  in  spirits  and  morale,  .as  the  recent  reorganization  of  the 
16th  Squadron  took  three  of  our  best  howlers  away  from  us  and,  consequently,  the 
competition  which  will  he  offered  hy  the  Air  Corps  the  next  season  will  he 
somewhat  diminished. 
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San  Antonio  Air  Deipot,  Duncan  Field.  Texas.  Aioril  14tli. 


Great  regret  is  felt  at  losing  Cant,  and  IvITvS.  Josenh  ¥.  Timons,  Jr.,  (^AC, 
from  the  Depot’s  circle.  Capt.  Timmons  was  assigned  to  duty  at  Chilkoot  Hcs,, 
Alaska,  and  left  April  2nd  for  that  station.  He  and  Mrs.  Timmons  were  at  the 
Depot  since  October,  1928,  and  they  carry  with  them  the  best  wishes  of  this  com-  ' 
mand  for  happiness  in  their  ne?/  activity. 

Lieut.  Hobert  E.  Selff,  of  Roclcwell  Field,  visited  the  Depot  April  2nd  to 
6th  v/hile  enroute  ferrying  a YlO-14  plane  to  the  west  coast.  He  stopped  here 
for  repairs  to  his  engine. 

Captl  Edwin  R.  Page  and  1st  Lieut.  James  E.  Parker,  of  the  Materiel  Division, 
Wright  Field,  arrived  here  April  10th,  ferrying  a YlC-14  Folcker  plane,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  data  and  conferring  on  various  matters  connected  v/ith  this 
type  of  airplane,  and  also  on  the  Wright  R-540  engines.  With  them  as  passenger 
was  Major  S.G.  Reinartz,  M.C.,  of  Wri^jit  Field.  Lieut.  Parker  with  Major 
Reinartz  left  here  on  the  ISth  on  the  return  journey  to  Wright  Field,  while 
Capt.  Page  is  remaining  at  this  Depot  on  temporary  duty. 

I.fe-jor  Frank  D.  Lackland,  A.C.,  and  Major  Henry  L.  Green,  Q,.M.C.,  of  the 
Command  and  General  Staff  School,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  paid  a pleasant  in- 
formal visit  to  this  Depot  March  31st  to  April  3rd,  on  cross-country  in  an  A-3 
plane.  Major  Lackland  was  kept  busy  greeting  old  friends  in  this  vicinity,  as 
he  was  commanding  officer  of  this  Depot  for  a number  of  years. 

Among  the  recent  out  of  town  visitors  at  this  Depot  were  the  following  Air 
Corps  officers  attending  the  monthly  conference  here  on  Air  Corps  supply  and 
maintenance  in  this  Area  on  April  7th:  Major  Levds  H.  Ere re ton,  C.O.  of  Air 
Corps  Troops,  Fort  Sill,  Okla. , and  2nd  Lieuts.  John  J.  Keough  and  James  H.  Roe 
of  that  station;  and  Major  Davenport  Johnson,  C.O.  of  Fort  Crockett,  and  Capt, 

S.J.  Idzorek  and  1st  Lieut.  J.J,  O’Connell  of  that  station. 

The  Engineering  Department  of  the  Depot  overhauled  and  repaired  the  follow- 
ing airplanes  and  engines  during  March;  Airplanes  overhauled  - 3 A-3,  5 A-3B, 

6 02-H,’'l  0-11,  3 P-ID,  2 P-IF,  1 FW-9C,  2 BT-1,  1 P1^3,  1 P5>-3A,  total  25. 
Airplanes  repaired  - 15  A-3B,  1 DH-4M-2T,  S 02-H,  1 02- J,  1 0-11,  10  0-19B, 

3 P-12,  2 FW-9D,  1 3T-1,  1 C~7A,  2 C-9,  2 Yl-C,  total  45.  Engines  overhauled  - 
43  Curtiss  D-12,  8 Wright  J-5,  4 Wright  J-6,  3 Wasp,  1 Kinner,  total  59.  Engines 
repaired  - 25  Liberty,  3 Curtiss  D-12,  2 Wright  J-6,  total  30. 

Mitchel  Field.  L.I..  Hew  York.  A'oril  3rd. 

Colonel  K.  Teramoto  and  Capt.  Tauruma.tsu  Sunago,  cf  the  Imperial  Japanese 
Army,  were  interested  visitors  at  Mitchel  Field  recently.  Colonel  Teramoto  has 
been  the  Air  Attache  for  Japan  at  Washington,  and  he  and  Captain  Sunago,  before 
their  return  to  Japan,  have  been  making  a tour  of  the  United  States,  inspecting 
military  air  fields  and  other  places  aeronautical.  On  their  arrival  at  the  post 
they  were  met  by  Col.  Howard,  Llajor  R^^an,  Lieuts,  Kissner  and  Mathewson.  The  f 
first  place  inspected  was  the  Post  Operations.  After  luncheon  at  the  Officers’  j 
Club,  with  Col,  Howard,  the  visitors  were  escorted  about  the  post  by  Lieuts. 

Kissner  and  Eathewson.  Air  Corps  Supply,  Engineering  Hangar  and  the  Squadron 

hangars  were  visited.  As  a finale,  they  were  flown  sightseeing  over  Hew  York 
by  their  escorts,  and  being  met  in  the  air  on  their  return  by  Lieut,  Allen,  the 
piece  de  resistance  was  added  in  the  form  of  a formation  with  all  the  trimmings,  i 
It  may  not  be  apropos,  but  it  is  interesting  to  add  that  Lieut,  LJathewson 
acquired  several  good  telephone  numbers  in  Tokio. 

Lectures  and  speeches  are  getting  to  be  more  or  less  of  a habit  with  Capt. 

Gale.  He  delivered  two  lectures  recently  to  the  students  of  Hew  York  University,  ; 

each  lasting  an  hour  and  45  minutes.  For  45  miimtes  more  the  Capt.  answered  the 
questions  of  his  interested  audience,  | 

Mitchel  Field  extended  a hearty  welcome  to  eleven  new  officers  reporting  to  I 
the  post,  ten  being  graduates  of  the  last  class  at  Kelly  Field,  while  the  eleventh  ; 
Roland  Ranney,  being  assigned  to  active  duty  from  civil  life.  These  2nd  Lieuts.  i 
were  assigned  as  follows;  to  1st  Obs.  Sqdn;  Williaa  J.  Chapman,  Jonatlian  Haynes,  5 
John  D.  Williaj^ison;  To  5th  Obs.  Sodn.;  Cecil  L.  Folner,  Benjam.in  Lowery  and  I] 

Robert  Springer;  To  99th  Obs,  Socln.  ; 7h.i,  0.  Carlson,  Janies  McL.  McLecd,  Roland 
H.  Ranney;  To  Gist  Service  Sqdn.;  Felin  P.  Jones;  To  8th  Photo  Section,  ZaySmith, 

On  Army  Day,  Monday,  April  Sth,  t?ae  Commanding  Officer  called  off  all  L 

duties  for  the  afternoon.  Tlie  annual  Army  Day  parade  was  held  on  Saturday,  Apr,  i 
4th,  the  Mitchel  Field  Eand  parading,  while  a 9-ship  formation  from  the  1st  ] 

Squadron  flew  over  the  city,  ' 
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0?he  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to, . distrilmte  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army, ; Reserve  Corps,  Nation^ 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation* 
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THE  PIEST  PHOVISIOHMi  AIR  DIVISIOI,  1931. 


Each  year  the  Air  Corps  plans  to  have  a concentration  of  its,  airplanes, 
equi'pment  and  personnel  at  some  point  or  points  and,  with  'the  forces  gathered 
there,  carry  on  some  problems  which  it  has  been  working'  over  from  the  time  of 
the  concentration  of  the  previous  year. 

Most  of  these  problems  have  been  tactical.  Tactical  theories  have  been 
tried  out  in  actual  practice,  and  either  adopted,  revised  or' discarded,  all 
as  a result  of  the  operations  of  the  organizations  gathered, together  for  the 
period,  of  the  maneuvers  or  exercises*  ' This  year,  however,  a new  series  of 
problems  were  tried  out  by. .the  Air  Corps  - problems  which  would  arise  with  the 
organization  and  operation  in  time  of  war  of  our  largest  air  unit,  the  Air 
Division.  These  problems  might  properly  be  called  -staff  problems,  although 
everyone  participating  in  the  operations  of  the  1st  Provisional  Air  Division 
of  1931,  whether  group  or  .squadron  commander,  flight  leader,  pilot  or  mechanic, 
benefited  aliice  by  the  experiences  gained  during  the  activities  of  the  latter 
part  of  May.  ’ ' ’ ' , ■ 

Let  us  go  back  a bit  to  1917,  when  this  country  was  organizing  its  mili- 
tary forces  for  a major  emergency.  Pew  of  our  Regular  Army  officers  and  non- 
commissioned officers,  who  later  formed  the  nucleus  of  our  forces  in  Prance, 
had  ever  seen  an  Infantry  Division  in  actual  operation.  Many  had  not  even 
seen  a brigade,  except  a highly  skeletonised  one,  more  of,  a papier  than  a flesli- 
andrblood,  outfit.  When  this  country  organized  divisions,  corps  and  even  field 
armies,,  our  officers  found  themselves  working  more  with  theories  than,  ex^Deri- 
ence  . Many  of  those  accepted  theories  on  the  handling,  the  administration  and 
supply  of  large  units  did  not  work,  and  experience  at  that  time  was  dearly 
bought. 

In  time  of  war,  .our  .largest  air  unit  would  probably  be  an  Air  Division. 

So  far,  this  has  been  a .^“paper  organization. " It  would  have  2238  airplanes  - 
mostly  bombers  and  pursuit  - 4;  000  officers  and  29,000  enlisted  men.  It  mi^t 
have  to  be  moved  from  bhe'placS-.to'^knother  and  movBd  in  a hurry.  It  might  have 
to  be  inoved  long 'distances.”  Thib  Air  Division  would  be  attached  to  General 
Headquarters,  It  would  be  in  addition  to  the  aviation  attached  to  divisions, 
corps  and  armies.  'In  our  peace-time  army,  we  have  no  Air  Division,  nor  have  we 
ever  had  a maneuver  in  which  an  Air  Division  or  anything  approximating  one  in 
size,  was  called  into  being.  In  fact,  the  largest  active  air  organization  in 
the  Army  Air  Corps  is  a Group,  composed  .of  several . squadrons.  We  have  several 
Wings  of  two  or  more  Groups  on  paper,  but  up  to  this  writing  we  have  had  no 
Wings  in  active.  • .operation.^.3 

In  our  concentration  in  May,  1931,  we  were  obliged  to  use  everything  in 
the  line  of  military  aviation  that  we  Md',  in  order  to  approximate  an  organiza- 
tion even  one-fourth  the  size  of  a war-time  Air  Division,  This  gave  us  a pre- 
ponderance of  Observation  Aviation,  whereas  an  Air  Division  has  practically  no 
Observation  Aviation.  Nevertheless,  our  main  problem  was  the  handling  of  a 
large  force  of  active  flying  units and  cur:  1931  Air  Division  was  finally  or- 
ganized to  consist  of  692  officers,  plus ' 69 , Flying  Cadets,  643  enlisted  men 
and  667  airplanes,  • . 

Our  1931  organization  .was , called  the  1st  Provisional  Air  Division,  because 
of  its  provisional  or  temporary  character. 

Components  of  this  Division  were  all  but  one  of  our  Regular  Army  Air 
Corps  squadrons  in  the  continental  limits  of  the  United  States;  a flight  from 
each  of  the  19  National  Guard  Observation  Squadrons  from  as  many  States;  a 
Pursuit  Group,  an  Obserjration  Group,  an  Attack  Squadron ' and' a Bombardment 
Squadron  from  the  Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  and  a Transport 
Group  formed  of  the  Transport  airplanes  from  our  various  fields  throughout  the 
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country. 

!Dhe  composition  of  the  Air  Division,  together  with  the  types  of  airplanes 
used,  was  as  follows? 


1st  Provisional  Air  Division 
Brigadier  General  Benjamin  L,  Pouloid-,  -Goiiiflandingi'  * 
Chief  of  Staff*  — Lie^it .-Colonel  Branl:  E.  Andrews. 

Deputy  Chief  of  Staff  — Major  Carl  Spatz,  

G-1  — Captain  H.  M.  McClelland. 

G-2  — Lieut  .-Colonel  Ira  Lon.^^aneaher.  ■ ^ 

G-3  ■ — Major  Willis  Hale. 

G-4  — Lieut  .-Colonel  Henry  H.  Arnold. 

Division  Sargeon  — Major  C.L.  Beaven,  Medical  Corps. 
Opartermaster  — Major  Douglas  C.  Cordiiier,  Q.M.C. 
Signal  Officer  — Major  H.S.  Mitchell,  Signal  Corps. 
Adjutant  — Lieut.  Bay  L.  Crvens. 

* let" Provisional  Pursuit  Wing 

iviajor  George  H.  Brett,  Commanding, 


" i t 

•'Total  for 
78  Officers 
27  Ihlisted  Men 
54  Airplanes, 

Above  figafes  include 
official  observers 
■ with  their  airplanes 
...and  mechanics. 


1st  Pursuit  G-roup,  Seiffidge''S’i'eld,  Mich.  - Major  G.B.'  .Brower,  Commanding. 


17th  Squadron  (P-12^s  ) ,.,  Captain  ...Boss  G.  Hoyt  , Commanding. 

27th  Squadron  (P-12»s),  Lieut.  B.C.W,  Blessley,  Commanding. 

36th  Squadron  (P-6’ s) .Lieut.,  ;M.  L.  Elliott,  Commanding, 

94:th  Squadron  (P-12’s),.  Lieut.  'Harry  A.  Johnson,  Commanding. 

20th  Pursuit  Group,  Mather  Field,'  Calif.  - lfe.j or.  Clarence  L.-  Tinker,  Commanding, 
55  th  Squadron  (P'l.O’-s)  ,T:xoiit.  C.S.  Crumrine,  ■ Coitmanding. 

7.7th  Squadron  (P-12*s)^,  Lieut.  W.E.  Bichards',  Commanding, 

95th  Squadron  (Bockwell  Field,  Calif.)  P-12^’s,'  Capt.  F.O’D.  Hunter,  Comd’g, 
lOlst  Provisional  Pursuit  Group,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  - Capt.  J.K.  . Cannon , Comd* g, 
20lst  Provisional  Sq.iadron  (P-1  *s),  Capt,  A.C.  Kincaid,  Commanding. 

202nd  Provisional  Squadron  (P-l»s),  Lieut,  Dale  V.  Gaffney,  Cpraraanding. 

203rd  provisional  Squadron  (P-l*s),  Lieut.  G.H.  Beverley,  Commanding, 

Total,  1st  Provisional  Pursuit  Wing -•  195  officers,  and  Plying  Cadets,  180  en- 
listed men  an.d  195  airplanes. 


11th  Provisional  Bombardment  Wing 
l^jor  John  H.  Pirie,  Commanding.' 


2nd  Bombardment  Group,' La,n'gley  Field,  Ya.  ,-!ife.jor  Herbert  A.  Dargue,  Commanding. 
20th  Squadron  (B-3A’ s) ,'  Cavtain  Frank  D.  Haclrett,  Commanding. 

49th  Squadron  (3'SA's),  Captain  Iheodore  J.  Kqenig,  Commanding. 

96tli  Squadron  (B-3A’s),  Lieut.  James  M.  Gillespie,  Commanding. 

11th  Squadron,  from  Bockwell  Field,  Calif.  (B-2*sy,  Lieut.  Charles 
H.  Hpward,  Commanding,  . . ,.r  . ■ . .■ 

7th  Bombardment  Group,  i/Iarch  Field,..  Calif . - Major  Joseph,  T.  McNarney , Commanding, 
9th  Squadron  (0-58’s),  Canptain  Leo  F.  Post,  Commanding. 

31st  Squadron  (0-38* s),  Captain ■ Earle  G.  Harper,  Commandingi 
, 208th  Provisional  Squadron,  Kelly  Field,  (0-38*s),  Capt,  John  W.  Monahan, 

. , - Commanding. 

Total.  11th  Provisional  Bombardment  Wing  - 115  officers,ahd'' flying''cade.t’B,&’l;06 
enlisted  men. and  72  airplanes, 

21st  Provisional  Observation  Wing 
r-.  Tfe-jor  Walter  R.  Wesiver,  Commanding. 

9th  Observation  Group,  Mitchel  Field,  H.Y.  - Major  W.O.  Byan,  Commanding. 

1st  Squadron  (0-l-G»s),  Lieut.  J .M.,  McGulloch,  Commanding.'  ' , 

5th  Squadron  (0-l-E*s),  Lieut.  E.E.  Harmon,  Commanding.  " 

9Sth  Squadron  (0-1-S's),  Lieut.  P.W.  Evans,  Commanding.  ..  ..  . . 

101st  Prov.  Observation  Group,  Kelly  Field,  Texas.-  Ivfeijor  F.L,  Martin, Commanding. 
205th  Prov,  Sqj.adron'(02^H«s),  Lieut.  H.K.  Eaj'uey,  Commanding. 

206th  prov, ‘ Squadron  (02-H’ s) , Lieut. ' W' .D.  Old,  Commanding. 

207th  Prov. SqUadr on  (0-ii»s)j  Lieut,  O.P.  We'yland,  Commanding, 

103rd  Prov.  Observation  Group  - Major  E.A.  Lohmaii,  Commanding.  ; 

15th  Obs.  Squadron,  Scott  Field,  111.  (0-19»s),  Capt.  W.P.  Hayes, Commanding. 
91st  . Obs.  Squadron,  Cri'ssy  Field,  Calif.  (BT-2B's) , Capt.  J .O.Kem'iedy,  Comd’g, 
104th  Provisioruil  Observation  Group  - l,fe.jor  L.H.  Brereton,  Commanding. 

12 1 h Obs .,  S qdn . • ■,  FtY Sam ■ Eous ton, Tex . (0-19*s),  Lt,  Jos. H.. Hi cks , Commanding . 
22nd  Obs.  Sqdn.,  'Maxwell  Field, Ala.  (O-lS’s),  Capt . Donald  P. Muse, Commanding. 
88Ui.0bs.  .Sqdn.  . Ft.  Sill,  01d.a.  (0-19«s),  Capt.  Lawrence  P. Hickey,  Comd'g. 
Total,  21st,  Prov,  Obs.  Wing 148  officers  and  flying  %adetG,  126  enlisted  men' 
and  137  airplanes.  . . ^-6154,  A.C.""- 


3rd  Attack  Grou-o,  Fort -Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas. 

Major  Davenport  Jolinson,  , Coranianding. 

8th  Attaclc  Squadron  (A-SB’s),  Captain ' Lot lia  A.  Smith,  Conirranding.  • 

13th  Attadc  Squadron  (Ar*3B’s),  Lieut.  Balph  B.  Stearley,  Gommaiidihg.  ' 

90th  Attack  Squadron  (A-3B*s),  Captain  Virgile.  Hine,  Commanding,  ‘ ;•  p 

204th  Prov.  Sqdn,  , Kelly  Field,  Texas.  .(A-3>s),  Lieut.  E^il.  C,  Kiel,  Comdg, 
Total  for  3rd  Attack  Group  - 52  officers  and  flying,  cadets,  49  enlisted 
men  and  51  airplanes.  . 

31st  Provisional . Trans-port  Group.  ' • 

Lieut, -Col,  Au;gustine  Y/.  Roho:his,'  Cohiraanding.  ^ 

209th  Prov.  Sqdn,  Lieut,  .H,  S,  HanSell,  Commaiiding. 

210th  Provisional  ScfUadron  , Capt; -J.M.  Clark, . Comi'nanding.  , 

211th  Provisional  Squadron,  Ca ^t.  R.N.  Ott,  Commanding, 

212th  Provisional  Squadroh,  Capt.'  E.  H.  DePord,  Commanding. 

Total  for  31st  Provisional  Group  - 51  officers,  ,43.  enlisted' men  and 
43  airplanes,  I'  " 

22nd  Provisional  Ohservation  Wing  , ; 

Major  HtO/ph  Eoyce,  Corai:nanding  , . .-,'v 

151st  Provisional  Observat ion- Group  lifej or  Ea-ymond  Miller,  Minnesota  Rational 

Giard  Air  Corps,  Commanding.  • ''  ■■■'•  '■  T 

301st  Provisional  Sqi^adron ; (0-38* s) , Maryland,  Washington  and  Minnesota 
. national  Guard  - Major  0.V.  Ha.jnies,  .Wash,  nat‘1  Guard,  Commanding, 

„ 302nd  Provisional  Squadron  (0-38 's),  Connecticut,  Uev;  York  and  Illinois 
national  Guard  - Ma.jor  M.D.  Mann,  111.  national  Guard,  Commanding, 

303rd  Provisiona.l  Squadron  (0-38* s),  California,  Ohio  and  Texax  national 
Guard  - Major  W,H,  Reid,  Texas  national  Guard,  Commanding. 

152nd  Provisional  Observation  Group  - Iv!ajor  C.B.  Oldfield,  Commanding. 

304th  Provisional  Squadron  (0-ll»s),  Tennossee,  Alabama  and  Massachusetts 
national  Guard,-  Capt,  P.E.  Gallovray,  Commanding, 

305th  Provisional  Squadron  (02-H*s),  Indiana,  Missouri  and  Colorado  national 
Guard  - Caiptain  T.  C.  Yoss,  Commanding, 

306th  Provisional  Squadron  (02-H's),  new  Jersey,  Arkansas,  Michigan  and  , 
Pennsylvania  national  Guard  - Co.pt,  P .R.  Anderson,  Mich.  n.G. , Commanding. 
Total  for  22nd  Provisional.  Observation  Wing  - 114  officers,  98 'enlisted 
men  and  107  airplanes. 

note:  When  "Provisional”  is  used,  it  desigfiates  the  organization  in  ques- 
tion as  not  of  regular  active  status,  but  temporarily  formed  for  the  period  of 
the  Jfeneuvers.  Kelly  Field  squadrons  and  groups  were  led  by  instructors,  as 
were  the'  flights  in  the  squadrons.  Fljung  Cadets  were  used  as  fli^t  pilots, 
however . ' 

Where  totals  of  officers,  enlisted  men  and  airplanes  of  wings  and  groups 
and  airplanes  by  types  conflict  \7ith  grand  totals,  it  is’ due  to  duplication 
of  duties'  of  personnel  and  assignment  of  airulanes, 

AIRPLANES  BY  TYPES  AIID  MAKES 
Pursuit  - 205.-  . . 

58  P-1  Curtiss  "Hawks"  - 425  h.p.  .water-cooled  en^ne,  Y-type. 

130  P-12  Boeing,  420  h,p.  "Wasp"  engine. 

17  P-'6  Curtiss,  600  h.p.  liquid-cooled, ...Y- type  engine! 

Observation  - 300.  , ■;  • •• 

36  BT  - Douglas  Basic  Training,  420  h.p.-  "Wasp"  air-coole,d! "engine, 

51  02-H-  Douglas  Observation,  420  h.p.  Liberty  engine. 

82  0-38-  Douglas  Observation,  525  h.p.  "Hornet"  air-cooled  engine. 

10.0-55-  Douglas  Observation,  500  h.p.  liquid- coo  led  Y-type '.engine, 

1 0^1-31-  Douglas  gull-v/ing  monoplane,  600  h.p.  liquid-cooled  Y-tjqqe  engine, 

55  (^19-  Tlioraas-Morse,  metal  fuselage,  420  h.p.  "Wasp"  .q.ir-G00led  engine, 

39  0-1  - Curtiss  "Falcon"  425  h.p,  water-cooled  engine*  . 

24  0-11-  Curtiss  "Falcon"  420  h.p.  Liberty  engine. 
l.,0-21-  Same  as  0-19,  except  that  it  has  a 600  h.p,  Curtiss  Hex  engine. 

1 0-22-  He\7  Douglas  Observation,  all  metal  fuselage. 

Attack  - 70. 

70  A-3B,  Curtiss  "Falcon,"  425  h.n.  water-cooled  engine. 

• ' -192- , 
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Bom'bardment  - 44.  „ 

4 Li&-  Keystone,  double  rudder,  tv/o  525  b,u.  "Hornet"  air-cooled  engines, 

31  S-3A,  Keystone,  single  rudder,  two  525  h.p,  "Hornet"  air-cooled  engines, 

9 B*2,  Curtiss  "Condor"  - two  600  liquid- cooled  engines. 

Cargo  - 40,  ; 

5 C-1,  Douglas,  single  "Liberty"  engine, 

5 0-4,  Dord  Tri'^tor,  "¥asp"  engines,  (monoplane), 

4 C-6,  Sikors!^iy,  dual-engine  tunphiblan,  (monoplane). 

9 0-7,  Poldver  tri-motor,  "J-3"  engines,  (monoplane). 

6 0-9,  Dord  tri-motor,  "J-S"  engines,  (monoplane). 

13  C~14,  Pokker  single  "Cyclone"  engine,  (Monoplane), 

1 C-15,  Pold:er  "Hospital plane,  single  "Cyclone"  engine,  (monoplane) 

2 C-18,  Horthrup  ali-metal,  low  vdng  monoplane,  "Wasp",  engine,  (monoplane). 

3 0-22,  Pleetster,  single  "Cyclone"  engine.'  (monoplone) 

Generally  speaJcing,  these.  Division 'Siercise.s  v/ere  nothing  more  tl^i  the 
concentration  of  all  Air  Corps  training  throughout  the  United  States  in  one 
area,  this  area  changing  over  a period  of  several  weeks  to  several  different 
places.  Phis  combined  training  vras  placed  tinder  the  immediate  supervision  of 
the  Division  Commander,  Brigadiei'-General  Benjamin  D.  Poulois,  assisted  by  his 
staff. 

It  was  this  concentration  that  caused  situations  to  arise  which  would  ordi- 
narily never  be  met  in  the  course  of  decentralized  peace-time  training.  This 
does  not  mean  that  decentralized  training  is  not  vaiua.ble  in  developing  capacity 
for  leadership  and  initiative  with  organizations  at  their  home  stations  under 
the  control  of  Group  or  Scuadron  Coniimnders.  Such  "home  station"  training,  how- 
ever, is  bu.t  the  routine  of  things  throUi^^iotit  • the  year  and  does  not  solve  some 
of  the  iproblems  that  liave  been  met  when  an  Air  Division,  or  an  air  organization 
of  similar  size,  has  been  organized  and  put  into  operation  in  the  past  - all  on 
pap.er,  of  course.  ■ " 

Specifically,  some  of  the  questions  which  could  be  answered. as  a result  of 
these  lfe,neuvers  are  the  folloV/ing;  • , • 

Could  we  use  members  of  the  graduating  class  at  the  Advanced  Flying  School 
in  a large  active  organization  such  as  this  one  in  time  of  war? 

. Could  we  use  young  pilots  y/ho  hayorjust  won  their  wings  and  place  them  in 
active  groups  and  wings  where  the  highest  de.gree  of  air  .and  airdrome  discipline 
and  flying  techniqae  is  necessary  v/ithout  first  giving  them  preliminary  training 
in  an  active  organization  of  imich  smaller  size  - let  us  ^ say.  a-  squadron  operating 
more  or  less  independently,  or  at  most  in  a Group? 

, Gould  these  youngsters  with  their  fresh  enthusiasm,  their  keen  desire  to 
make  good,  take  their  place  alongside  their  .more  experienced  brothers  without- 
"slowing  up"  the  latter?  We  all  know  that  our  pilots  had  little  practical  ex-  ' 
perience  in  the  last  \yar  before  being  sent  to  the  front,  but  that  is  one  thing 
we  hope  will  never  happen  again. 

Another  problem  is  that  of  coimminication.  Large  units  are  not  normally 
based  on  one  airdrome,  yet  the  units  so  scattered  are  required  to  get  into 
action  at  one  time  and  as  one  unit.  Such  operations  require  a well  planned  and 
practical  system  of  communication  from  one  airdrome  to  another.  Combining  these 
comraoni cations  with  the  necessary  ground- to«.plane  and  plane- to-plane  communica- 
tions, vdthout  jamming  the  air  into  a hopeless  jumble,-  is  a task  in  which  prac- 
tical experience  only  will  maJ^e  us  proficient.  Eadio  control  of  a squadron,  or 
even  of  a group  of  several  score  planes,  is  only  a normal  training  operation  at 
many  of  our  Air  Corps  stations,  but  yhen  there  are  a number  of  groups  or  scores 
of  squadrons,  then  the  problem  of  satisfactory  communications  becomes,  one  of 
considerable  magnitude,  . ' 

Many  problems  of  air  and  airdrome  discipline  were  worked  out  as  a result  of 
the  J&.neuvers.  Each  day  an  improvement  was  noted  in  the  time  in  which  the  vari- 
ous units  ^ at  one  airdrome  would  clear,  it  in  taxying  out  cn  the  field  and  taking 
off,  and  in  landing  on  the  field  and  taxying  back  to  their  parking  areas,  Ihe 
same  was  also  true  of  the  time,  required  for  units  to-meet  at  some  aerial  .rendez- 
vous and  assemble  there  as  one  unit,  .all  components  thereof  - in  prop.er  piace  and 
at  proiyer  intervals. 

Hie  question  of  tables  of  organization  could  also  be  considered  as  a result 
of  what  the  Maneuvers  tau^t  us,,  as  well  as  tables  of  supply  and  equipment.-  Are 
they  adequate?  How  accurate  should  they  be?  How  flexible  or  inflexible?  What  p 
spare  parts  should  be  taken  with  a mobile  unit  composed  of  various  makes  and 
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types  of  aircraft?  l?5Tiat  is  the  best  method  of  transporting  and  dispatching 
aerial  transports  hearing;  mechanics  who  cannot  he  carried  in  their  own  service 
type  airplanes  v;hen  their  outfits  move  craickly  from  one  airdrome  to  another? 

Would  our  Division,  Wing  and  Group  staffs  he  too  to;a-heavy  in  sise  or  could 
they  he  cut  without  imposing  tpo,£preat  a harden  upon  the  officers  composing  these 
staffs?  . 

Should  Squadrons,  Groups  or  Wings  he  maint^iined  at  their  present  aircraft 
strength,  or  increased  or  decreased? 

With  a highly  skeletonised  force  of  mechanics,  could  this  huge  Air  Division 
remain  in  the  field  as  a mobile  unit  and  still  he  xDroperly  serviced,  inspected 
and  maintained  over  a period  of  several  weeks? 

: . Are  our pcomnercial  airiDorts  tliroughout  the  country  adequate  in  equipment, 
sise  and  layout  to  take  care  of  a munher  of  military  air-planes  intending  to  land 
there,  requiring  qaick  service  for  air.3lanes__and  some  accommodation  for  person- 
nel without  too  great  assistance  from  the  military  este/olishment  ? 

^Can  hospitalization  of  the  ill  and  the  injured  he  made  hy  air  from  the  air- 
drome to  the  nearest  base  hospital  without  requiring  too  great  an  aerial  amhu- 
lance  force?  Can  air  transports,  equip-ped  to  carry  cargo  a'nd  personnel,  he 
quickly  and  eatisgactorily  equipped  as 'temporary  ainhulance  airplanes. 

Kow  should  a trans-port  group,  or  squadron  he  best  organized?  With  the  many- 
different  types  of  coiEiiercial  aircraft  which  are  used  for  Amy  air  transports, 
how  can  these  various  malces  and  types  best  he  organized  to  give  satisfactory 
service? 

Last,  hut  not  least,-  wha.t  -problems  .would  a mobile  unit  present  that  one 
with  stabilized  operations  w'ould  not?  In  movements  from  one  part  of  the  country 
to  another,  what  assista,nce  could  he  expected  from  civil  authorities  and  citi- 
zens': organizations  which  would  smooth  the  way  for  our  curning  and  establishing 
cur selves  in  a new  site? 

Ihe  question  of  ci-'/il  assistance  was  answered  to  our  satisfaction  from  the 
very  first,  when  members  of  the  Division  Staff  first  nia,de  tentative  plans  for 
the  use  of  commercial  air-ports  for  units  enroute  between  their  home  stations  and 
the  northeasteiu  -part  of  the  country  where  the  major  oxDerations  were  to  he  held, 
and  also  when  the  matter  of  commercial  airports  u-pon  which  to  base  the  Division 
was  discussed.  Aside  from  the  "boost  our  city"  siDirit  which  led  many  communi- 
ties to  request  our  -presence,  our  -presence  was  another  deeper  feeling  that  they 
could  perform  some  patriotic  act  in  these  times  of  peace  hy  making  us  feel  wel- 
come in  their  midst.  In  the  end,  the, booster  s-pirit  of  each  and  every  community 
in^this  country,  when  totalled  up,  is, -exactly  equel  to  the  feeling  of  national 
pride,  without  wiaich  a country  is  in  sore  straits,  indeed. 

Airport  operators  throughout  the  country  assured  us  of  their  desire  to 
have  cur  units  use  their  fields.  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  hotelaen's  associa- 
tions made  special  arrangements  for  our  coining.  Newspapers  throu^out  the  en- 
tire country  sent  representatives  with  the  Division  to  travel  with  it  in  its 
movements  from  one  -place  to  another.  Commercial  transx^ort  airinlanes  were 
placed  at  our  service  to  transport  these  news-pa-per  corresT)onde-nts.  Those  com-  . 
■ponies, v;hich  were  awarded  the-  contracts  to  suxnply  the  Division  with  gas  and  oil 
at  various  x^oints,  sent  s;pecial  rep-re sentatives  to  see  that  no  kinks  develo-ped 
in  the  smooth  service  on  which  their  companies  -orided  themselves. 

Such  assistance  from  outside  sources  was  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to 
enable  the  Division  to  function  in  a satisfactory  manner.  One  of  the  most  im- 
portant considerations  in  the  o-perations . of  this  1st  Provisional  Air  Division 
was  that  of  funds  with  which  to  operate.  No  extra  Congressional  appropriations 
were  requested  or  used  for  the  Air  Division,  It  operated  entirely  out  of  cur- 
rent axDpropriat  ions,  As  stated  before,  "these  Division  exercises  were  nothing 
more  than  the  concentration  of  all  Air  Cor-ps  training  througliout  the  United 
States  in  one  area,  this  area  changing  over  a ;period  of  several  weeks  to  several 
different  -places,"  The  first  concentration  x>oint  was  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  schedul- 
ed for  May  15th.  Severa.1  days  before  that  time,  members  of  the  Division  and  . 
Wing  Sta.ffs  flev/  to  the  ^’airfield,  Ohio,  Air  De-:ot,  where  Division  Hea.dquarters 
was  establis.hed. 

Throughout  the  country,  squadrons  and  groups,  and  even  five- plane  flints 
from  National  Guard  units,  were  winging  their  way  toward  Dayton.  ^Some  of  the 
West  Coast  outfits  were  aided  by  strong  tail  winds.  Some  from  the  East  Coast  . 
were  considerably  delayed  by  fog  and  rains  over,. the  Alle, '.denies.  All  during  the 
oth,  air-planes  came  in  to  Wright  Field  and  -^airfield,  until  by  evening  all  but 
B-  ew  of  the  organizations  were  re-ported  in,  these  coming  in  the  following  day. 
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Organizations  were  iDased  as  follows:  . , : , ; ' . 

Fairfield  Air  De-pot:  Division  , Headquarters. 

11  th  EoniDa'rdi'nent  Wing.  ' 

1st  Darsuit  Wing.  • ' , ' , • • 

31st  Transport  Group.: 

Wright  Field:  3rd  Attack  Group. 

21st  Observation  Wingi 
22nd  Ohservat.ion  Wing. 

Note:  The  following  issue  of  the  News  Letter  will  conclude  the  story  of 
the  1st  Provisional  Air  Division,  the  operations  of  this  Division  and  the  results 
of  the  Maneuvers.  As  this  go4s  to  press,  the  Division  has  been  -practically  de- 
mobilized, bat  many  of  its  compone-nts  are  still  enroute  to  their  home  stations, 
and  the  results  of  the  I.feineuvers  have  not  yet  been  tabulated  or  definitely 
concluded, 

oOo- — 

SOLDIER’S  mn&L  AWARDED  TO  TWO  AIR  CORPS  ENLISTED  MEN^  ' 

Amounceraent  was  recently  made  by  the  War  Department  of  the  award  of  the 
Soldier’s  Medal  to  Privates  Herbert  E.  Thompson  and  John  B.  Smith,'  90th  Attack 
Squadron,  3rd  Attack  Group,  Port  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas,  . 

The  citations  accompanying  the  axvards  read  as  follows: 

"HERBERT  E.  THOMPSON  (Army  serial  No.  6231551),  private,  90th  Attack  Squad- 
ron, Air  Corps,  United  States  Army.  Por  heroism  dis'played  at  the  airdrome,  Port 
Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas,  January  27,  1931.  TCiile  stacking  ammunitioi;.  boxes 
in  the  target  building,  Private  Thompson  was  warned  by  a fellow  soldier  of  the 
approach  of  a low-flying  airplane.  As  he  reached  the  doorway  of  the.  building, 
the  airplane  struck  the  roof,  crashed  to  the  ground  and  burst  into  flames.  Al- 
though da.zed  by  being  struck  by  flying  debris.  Private  Thompson  succeeded  in  ■ 
reaching  the  crashed  airplane.  Seeing  the  pilot  in  the  cockpit  in 'an  unconscious 
conditio-n  and' the  passenger  lying  prostrate  on  the  ground  some  distance  away, and 
realizrng  that  there  was  immediate  danger  of  the  gasoline  tank  exploding,  render- 
ed most  valuable  assistance  in  helping  to  extricate  the  -pilot  and  removing  him 
from  the  danger  zone." 

"JOHN  B.  SMITH  (Array  serial  No.  6360521),  private,  90th  Attack  Squadron, 

Air  Corps,  United  States  Array.  Por  heroism  dis-olayed  at  the  airdrome,  Port 
Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas,  January  27,  1931.  While  stacking  atnmnition  boxes 
in  the  target  building,  Private  Smith  observed  a low-flying  airplane  a;p-prpaching 
the  building.  Immediately  warning  tv;o  fellov;  soldiers  who  were  working  in  the 
same  building,  they  attempted  to  esca-pe,  but  before  reaching  the  doorway. the 
airplane  struck  the  roof,  crashed  to  the  ground  and  burst  into  flames.  Although 
dazed  by  being  struck  by  flying  debris  and  injured  when  an  aramuiution.  box  dropped 
on  his  foot.  Private  Smith,  realizing  that  there  was  immediate  danger  of  the 
gasoline  tank  exploding,  went  to  the  assistance  of  the  -pilot,  who  was. fastened 
to  his  seat  and,  finding  his  foot  caught  in  the  rudder  bar,  reached  in  and  un- 
laced his  shoe,  thereby  permitting  his  release,  and  assisted  in  removing  him  to 
a place  of  safety." 

A BOUejUET  POR  THE  20  TH  PHOTO 

The  20th  Photo  Section  of.  Brooks  Pield,  Texas,,,  under  the  capable  direction 
of  2nd  Lieut.  E.C.  Robbins,  is  fast  extending  an  enviable  reputation  in  their 
certain  line,  and  has  added  the  Air  Officer  of  the  8th  Corns  Area  (Lieut .-Col. 
A.G.  Pisher)  and  the  Fire  Chief  of  San  Antonia,  Texas,  to  the  long  list  of  those 
whom  the  Section  has  favored  with  pictures  which  have  proved  highly  acceptable. 
These  pictures,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Fiesta  Celebration  of  A-pril"  21st  in  San 
Antonio,  featured  Governor  R.S.  Sterling  and  Major-General  Winans.  They  elicit- 
ed from  Col.  Pisher  high  praise  for  the  "high  state  of  efficiency"  of  the  Photo 
Section.  Pire  Chief  Sarran  and  members  of  his  Department  also  praised  the  | 

work  of  the  Photo  Section,  the  former  writing  to. .thq  effect  that  "these  pictures 
are  fine  s-pecimens  of  photographic  art,'  and  I assure  you  that  I am  very  proud  of 
them.  I*  Technical  Sergeant  Michler,  senior  noncommissioned  officer  of  the  Section, I 
and  his  assistants,  by  their  excellent  worlfand  steady  application,,  are.  deserv- 
ing of  the  excellent  re^mtation  iDOSsessed  bjr '“the  Section'/  ' . . - 
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KELLY  EIELD  PAP.TICIPATES  IN  AIH  CORPS  IMNEUVERS 
Eiy  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 

UPON  receipt  of  the  plans  for  the  Air  Coros  Exercises  and  Ifeneuvers  for 

the  year  of  1931,  kelly  Eield  'becaine  a real  hee  hive  of  activity.  Every 
department , squadron,  and  every  officer  and  a great  number  of  the  enlist- 
ed men  were  affected- and,  although  many  entra  hours'  were  put  in,  everyone  seemed 
to  catch  the  spirit  of.  the  thing. and,  before  we  were  aware  of  the  fact,  our  pro- 
visional squadrons  and  personnel  V7ere,  ready  to  play  their  part  in  the  greatest 
-exercises  the  Air  Corps  has  ever  participated  in. 

The  Senior  Instructors,  .especially  in  the  Pursuit  and  Attack  Sections,  were 
drilling  their  students  to  perfection,  and  one  would  have  to  be  a very  keen  ob- 
server and  a veteran  pilot  to  have  been  able  to  piqk.  out  the  students  who  flew 
with  the  Attack  Group  from  Galveston,  the  home  of  the  3rd  Attack  Group-, . that 
came  to  Kelly  Field  to  'oractice  formations  with  the  Provisional  Squadron  from 
this  field.  - " 

Captain  Jolmi  K.  Cannon,  the  Senior  Instructor  in  the  Pursuit  Section,  and 
his  able  staff  officers  and  inst motors,  were  putting  their  forty  cadet  stu- 
dents through  the  ropes,  and  the  formations  v/hich  were  being  flown  left  no 
doubt  in  one’s  mind  bu.t  that  the  students  would  hold  their  own  in  the  llaneuvers. 

First  to  depart  from  Kelly  Field  was  a flight  of  six  pla.nes,  piloted  by 
Capt.  B.F.  Giles,  1st  Lieut s.  A. L.  Jewett-,  H,A.  Moore,  J.K.  McDuffie,  M.F. 
Schneider  and  O.A.  Anderson.  Tliis  flight  was  composed  of  Observation  planes  and 
departed  on  May  11th  for  Fort  Sill,  Oldla. , to  join  the  88th  Observation  Squadron. 

On  fey  12th,  the  2C'lth  Provisional  Attack  Souadron,  commanded  by  1st  Lierut. 
Snil  C.  Kiel,  departed  with  12  planes  for  Galveston,  Texas,  where  they  joined 
the  Third  Attack  Group.  In  this  group  there  v/ere  eight  Flying  Cadets  and  1st 
Lieuts.  L.J,  Carr,  2nd  Lieuts.  J.T.  Flock  and  I.M.  Palmer.  Twelve  mechanics 
were  assigned. 

Bright  and  early  on  the  morning-  qf  May  13th,  the  Pursuit  and  Observation 
Provisional  Groups  and  the  - Bombardment"  Squadron  took  off.  The  first  to  clear 
the  field  was  the  lOlst  Pursuit  Group,  which  consisted  of  20  officers,  37  Fly- 
ing Cadets  and  43  enlisted  men.  The  501st  Pursuit  Squadron  formed  the  main 
eschelon  and  took  off  promptly  at  7;00  a.m.  This  squaidron  was  commanded  by 
Capt.  John  K.  Cannon.  Shortlgr  after  it  ha,d  cleared  the  field,  the  202nd  Squad- 
ron, commanded  by  Capt.  A.C.  Kincaid,  took  off.  Tliis  foraied  the  support  unit. 

The  last  to  take  off  was  the  203rd  Squadron,  commanded  by  1st  Lieut.  G.H. 

Beverley,  v/hich  was  termed  the  Reserve  Unit, 

Shortly  after  the  Pursniit  Group  commander  dove  in  a final  salute  to  the 
Commandant,  the  102nd  Provisional  Observation  Group,  commanded  by  Major  F.L. 
fertin,  Commandant  of  the  Advanced' Flying  School,  cleared  the  field.  This  group 
consisted  of  the  205th  Observation  Sqi.:adron,  commanded  by-lst-  Lieut.  H.K.  Ramey,  '■ 
Senior  Instructor  in  the  Observation  Section;  the  205th  Squadron,  commanded  by 
1st  Lieut.  W.D.  Old,  and  the  207th  Sqiiadron,  commanded  by'  1st  Lieut.  .^.P.  Weylaud. 
Assigned  to  this  Gro\ip,were  12  officers.,  18  Flying  Cadets  and  28  enlisted  men. 
Captain  Perry  Uainer , . Commiuiications  Officer,  and  Major  k.R.  Ducat,  Surgeon, also 
accompanied  the  fli^t*  The  last  to  take  off  was  the  208 th  Bombardment  : Squadron, 
commanded  by  1st  Lieut.  John  W,  Monahan,  and  accompanied  by  1st  Lieut.  Ned 
■Schramm,  2nd  Lieut.  H.R.  Btixter,  six  Flying  Cadets  and  nine  enlisted  men,  : 

Altogether,  Kelly  Field  furnished  69  Flying  Cadets,  two  student  officers, 
a total  of  fifty  officers  (pilots),  two  Flight  Surgeons,  115  enlisted  men  and 
118  airplanes,  _ 

oOo- — ■ 

A GOOD  PAINT  JOB  ON  SQUADRON  INSIGNIA 

Lieut.  Harry  A.  Johnson,  commanding  the  94th  Rirsuit  Squadron,  Selfridge 
Field,  Mich.,  and  Sgt,  Veness  planned  and  figured  for  months  before  deciding  on 
the  exact  position  and  backgTOund  colors  for  the  Squadron  Insignia,  the  "Whooping 
Indian,"  At  last,  the  whole  thing  was  decided,  and  the  first  of  the  cowling  was 
painted  and  decorated.  The  ring  cowling  is  painted  a vivid  red,  and  the  Indian 
head  is  painted  on  each  side-  of  the  ring  on  a silver  background  outlined  in 
yellow.  The  whole  thing  makes  a most  individctal  and  attractive  combination  of 
paint^and  clever  workmanship.  The  red  cov/ling  makes  the  ships  very  easily  dis- 
tinguishable, both  on  the  ground  and  in  the  air,  "If  you  don’t  think  that  they 
look  pretty  keen,"  says  the  News  Letter  Correspondent,  "just  take  a look  at  them 
during  the  Maneuvers." 

Ed.  Note.  We  did  just  that  and  they  certainly  looked --fine, 
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COLOm  HATHA.WAY  DSPAP.TS  FROM  lASHlMON 

It  ivas  with  gemine  regret  that  the  personnel  in  the  Office  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Air  Corps  in  Washington  extended  a farewell  handsiialce  to  Colonel  Levy 
M.  Hathaway,  Medical  Corps,  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  from  Washington,  follow-  j 
ing  the  expiration  of  his  four- year  tour  of  duty  as  Chief  of  the  Medical  Division.  ' 
Colonel  Hathaway  has  served  in  the  Medical  Corps  nearly  29  years.  He  was 
horn  in  Kentucky  on  October  27,  1877.  He  graduated  from  the  University  of  j 

Virginia  in  1901,  receiving  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  Aprpointed  Assis-  ! 

tant  Surgeon  (Acting)  on  October  27,  1902,  he  was  promoted  to  Captain  and  Assis-  ' 

tant  Surgeon  five  years  later.  He  attained  the  rank  of  Ma.jor  on  July  1,  1916;  i 

Lieut , -Colonel , May  15,  1917,  and  Colonel,  October  27,  1928,  He  graduated  from  1 
the  Amy  Medical  School  in  1903  and  from  the  School  of  Aviation  Medicine  in  1927, 
During  his  Army  career.  Colonel  Hathaway  served  in  Alaska;  the  Hiilippines;  ’ 
Fort  Thomas,  Ky. ; Presidio  of  Monterey  and  Fort  Baker,  Calif.;  Douglas,  Arizona;  j 
Camp  Logan,  Texas,  and  Fort  Oglethorpe,  Ga.  During  the  World  War  he  served  as  i 
Division  Surgeon,  33rd  Division,  A.S.F. , France,  and  for  his  meritorious  service 
in  this  ca-pacity  he  received  the  fist ingui shed  Service  Medal  with  the  following 
citation;  :j 

"As  Surgeon,  33rd  Division,  throughout  its  organization,  training  an.d  com-  1 
bat  operations,  by  his  devotion  to  duty,  untiring  energy  and  hi£^  professional  j 

attainments,  he  rendered  conspicuous  service,  maintaining  at  all  times  a remark-  ,| 

able  health  record  in  the  division.  His  handling  of  the  wounded,  involving  per-  ; 
sonal  exposure  to  heavy  enemy  fire  during  his  daily  Inspections  of  the  advanced  j 
dressing  stations,  was  notable  for  its  extraordinary  efficiency.  Later,  as  Chief  ^ 
Surgeon,  9th  Army  Corps , he  again  rendered  highly  meritorious  service'  to  the  i| 

American  Expeditionary  Forces,"  i 

Appreciating  the  roving  character  of  Army  life,  the  severance  of  pleasant 
associations  must  be  taken  -philosophically,  and  while  expressing  regret  at  |i! 

losing  Colonel  Hathaway,  who  goes  to  a balmy  climate  in  the  land  of  sugar,  pine-  j 
ap-ples,  -palms,  tourists,  hula  hula  dancers;  you  guessed  it  - Hawaii  - the  glad  | 

hand  of  welcome  is  extended  to  his  successor  as  Chief  of  the  Medical  Division,  | 

Lieut  .-Colonel  G-len  I.  Jones,  Medical  Cor-ps,  I 

A native  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Col.  Jones  saw  the  first  light  of  day  j 
on  November  25,  1883.  After  attending  the  public  schools  of  Washington  and  the  j 
Central  High  School,  he  grs.dmted  from  George  Washington  University  in  1905,  re-  't 
ceiving  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Five  years  later  he  was  a commissioned  r 
a 1st  Lieutenant  in  the  Medical  Corps,  receiving  his  promotion  to  Ca-ptain  on  , 

June  15,  1913;  to  Major,  May  15,  1917;  and  to  Lieut .-bolonel,  April  25,  1930,  ? 

He  graduated  from  the  Army  Medical  School  in  1910;  from  the  Aimy  War  College _ in 
1928  and  from  the  School  of  Aviation  Medicine  in  1931.  He  is  on  the  eligible 
list  for  service  on  the  General  Staff. 

Colonel.  Jones  has  served  at  the  following  stations  during'his  career  in  the  ! 
Array;  Philippine  Islands;  Fort  McDowell  and  San  Francisco,  Calif.;  Fort  H.G. 

Wright,  N.Y.;  Caimp  Devens,  Mass.;  Edgewood,  Md. ; Camp  Sherman,  Ohio;  Camp 
Funston,  Kansas;  Surgeon  General’ s Office,  Washington,  D.C.;  as  assistant  per-  i 
sonnel  officer;  on  duty  with  the  American  Forces  in  Germany;  Professor  of  Mili- 
tary Science  and  Tactics  at  George  Washington  University,  Washington,  D.C.;  with  | 
the  Plebiscite  Commission  in  Tacna-Arica,  and  at  Carlisle  Barracks,  Pa. 

For  meritorious  service  during  the  World  War,  Colonel  Jones  was  awarded  the 
Distinguished  Service  Medal  with  the  following  cita-fcion;  - 

"While  surgeon  of- the  lOth  Division  during  the  epidemic  of  S'panish  influenza 
in  tliat  command,  his  farsightedness  in  providing  hospital  facilities  and  his  | 

energetic  and  exceptionally  efficient  action  in  directing  the  care  of  patients 
resulted  in  a large  reduction  of  mortality.  His  services  show  a rare  devotion 
to  duty  i'n  that,  though  himself  a sufferer  from  the  disease;  his  efforts  were 
unabated. " 

— oOo- — 

EXTESilDED  AIH  TOUP  BY  SECRETAPY  DAVISON 

Ihe  Hon.  F.  Trubee  Davison,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  ^d  Captain  Ira  C. 
Eaker,; 'Air  Corps,  made  Scott  Field,  111,,  a rendezvous  point  on  life-y  1st.  Capt« 
Eaker  had  received  a new  Lockheed  low-wing  monoplane  at  the  factory  at  Burbank, 
Calif.,  on  April  28th,  and  had  expected  to  be  in  Washington  by  the  30th,  but 
was  considerably  delayed  by  impossible  flying  weather.  Secretary  Davison  had  ex- 
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pected  to  use  this  new  plane  in  an  inspection  tour  of  the  flying  activities  of 
the  West  Coast,  and  was  due  in  San  Diego,  Calif,,  on  Ifay  2nd. 

When  it  was- f^id. that  Capt.  would  he  unahle  to  get  tlrrough  to 

Washington,  Secretary  Davison  gave  him  instiuctions  to  stop  at  Scott  Field  and 
wait  until  he  flew. on  from  Washington,  Captq,ln  Ealcer  arrived  at  Scott  Field 
shortly  after  one  o* clock  on  the  afternoon  of  May  1st,  and  on  his  last  hop 
from  Spr5.ngfi8ld,  Mo. , ■ estahlished  a new  record  for  flying  the  210 -miles  dis- , 
tance  between  these  twu  points  - an  hour  and  five  minutes.  Secretary  Davison 
left  Washington  on  the  same  morning  in  his  "Fleetster,  ” with  1st  Lieut.  Stanley 
Umstead  as  jpilot.  ihey  arrived  at  Fairfield,  Ohio,  In  time  for  lunch,  and  then 
continued  on  to  Scott  Field,  averaging  a speed  of  150  miles  per  hour  on  the 
entire  distance  from  Washington. 

Jkrly  the  following  morning  Secretary  Davison  and  Captain  Eaker  left  Scott 
Field  with  the  expectations  of  heing  in  San  Diego  before  ^irlcness,  planning  to 
stop  at  0?alsa,  Okla.  and  Midland,  Texas,  for  refaeling.  Lieut,  Umstead  return‘d 
ed  to  Washington  on  the  Ba.me  day. 

The  Primary  Flying  School  at  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  was  visited 
on  May  7th,  and  the  Advan.c0d  FI5  2 ng  .School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  May  12th.  Wliile 
in  San  Antonio,  l!t,  Davison  was  the  house  gae st  of  Brigadier- General  Charles  H. 
Danforth,  Commanding  General  of  the  Air  Corps  Train5.ng  Center.  Ee  held  a con- 
ference with  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  San. Antonio  Air  Depot  on  matters  per- 
taining to  the  projected  nov/  constraction  there. 

On  May  14th,  Davison  and.Caiptain  Sfelcer  deiDarted  for  Washington,  via 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 

— oOo — • 

SCOTT  FIELD  PLAYS  HOST  TO  UNITS  PARTI  CIPATINO  IN  imNEUTERS  ■ 

Scott  Field,  111.,  played  an  active  part  in  the  preliminary  concentration 
of  airplanes  for  the  big  Air  Corps  Ivianeuvers  on  the  East  Coast  by  being  host  to 
the  101st  Pursuit  Group  end  the  102nd  and  103rd  Observation  Groups  on  the  night 
of  May  14th, 

The  Air  Board  of  .the  Chamber  of  CoLimerce  of  St.  Louis  assisted  greatly  in 
■making  the  stay  of  the  visiting  pilots  and  mechanics  as  pleasant  as  possible. 

The  visiting  pilots  and  the  Scott  Field  officers  Wei'e  gaests  at  a big  barbecue, 
and  all  the  enlisted  messes  were  provided  liberally  with  additional  funds  for 
banquets  to  the  visiting  mechanics  and  the  Scott  Field  enlisted  men, 

Aborit  5,000  visitors  were  present  at  the  field  to  witness  the  arrival  of 
the  participants  in  the  feneuvers,.  and  everything  went  off  ^lyithout  a hitch.  The 
101st  Group  with  its  54  pursuit  pl8.nes  in  foriimtion  passed  over  St.  Louis  early 
in  the  afternoon  and  were  parked  at  the  field  before  3;00  p,m»  Qhe  102nd  Obser- 
vation Group  arrived  at  about  6j00  u.m.  In  the  take-offs  the  following  morning, 
the  Pursulters  left  at  6s30,  the  103rd  Observation  at  7sC0  and  the  lC2nd  Obser- 
vation at  7545, 

- — oOo- — 

ARIv'H  ASSISTS  IN  DETROIT 'air  SHOW 

The  National  Air  Show,  the  la.rgest  of  its  kind  held  in  the  United  States, 
opened  at  the  Detroit  City  Airport  on  Saturday,  April  11th.  All  of  the  leading 
manufacturers  in  the  aircraft  industry  had  their  latest  models  and  accessories 
on  displa.y, 

^Among  the  distinguished  visitors  invited  to  attend  the  ure-view  on  the 
opening  day  were  Major .General  James  E.  Fechet,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps;  Brig, 
General ^ :fenry  C.  Pratt,  Chief  of  the  feteriel  Division;,  ifejor  George  H,  Brett, 
Commanding  Officer  of  Selfridge  Field,  Mich,  , and  I,fejor  Gerald  E.  Brower#  Comt- 
manding  Officer  of  the  First  Pnrs'ait  Group, 

Wednesday,  April  15th,  was  designated  as  Arm^'-  Day  at  the  Show,  and  during 
the  afternoon  the  First  Pu-rsuit  Group  flew  a radio-control  demonstration  forma- 
tion over  the  Airport,  After  all  iplanes  of  the  Group  liad  landed,  a placjae  was 
l^veiled^in  commemoration  of  the  late  Captain  Woolson,  the  designer  of  the 
Diesel  Aircraft  engine,  lfe,j or- General  Frank  Parker,  the  Sixth  Corns  Area  Coni“. 
mander,  'was  also  present  at  the  ceremonies. 

— — oOo— 

Kelly  Field  was  recently  requested  to  furnish  the  names  of  24  Flying  Cadets 
wio  wish  to  volunteer  for  service  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  Twelve  students  in 
Pursuit,  six  in  Bombardment . and  six  in  Attack  volunteered, 
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MTIOm,  PISTOL  C01\iPETITI0NS 
By  Lieut.  J.  L.  Hitchings,  A.  C.  > 

(The  Sixth'  Article  of  this  Series)  % 

To  the  shooters  of  the  Army,  a hewildering  num'ber  of  pistol  competitions 
are  open,  for  all  of  which  handsome  medals  and,  in  some  cases,  cups  and  trophies 
are  offered.  All  those  included  in  the  partial  list  given  "below  may  he  fired  on 
your  own  range,  the  targets  or  scores,  properly  witnessed,  'being  then  forwarded 
to  U.R.A.  or  U.S.E.AI  Headquarters. 

H.R.A.  PISTOL  MTCHES 


fetch 

?Jhen  Fired 

Outdoor  qualification 

Any  time 

Slow  fire  tyro 

fey 

Timed  fire 

May 

.22  calibre  championshix^s 

June 

Free  pistol  chamx)ionship 

June 

Individiial  cham-pionship 

June 

Gallery  qoalification 

Any  time 

Individual  ,22  gallery  championshi]p 

January 

Individual  ,22  Military  Gallery 

February 

U.S.R.A. 

PISTOL  MA.TCHES 

Ratings 

Any  time 

A (Revolver) 

Sept .-Oct. 

B (Pistol) 

II 

F (Rocket  revolver) 

H 

G (Novice) 

t» 

I (Free  pistol) 

II 

Indoor  Pistol  League 

Jan . - Feb . -March 

Revolver 


" Hovice  " ■ It  » » . , 

M (Indoor  revolver)  April 

H (Indoor  Pistol)  April 

These  are  the  civilian  matches  in  which  the  prospective  target  shooter  will 
"be  most  interested.  There  are  a nun'ber  of  other  individual  and  team  matches 
which  may  also  "be  fired  on  your  own  range. 

There  is  also  the  Army  Qualification  course,  with  which  we  are  all  familiar; 
and  every  second  yeax  there  are  Corps  Area  and  Departmental  fetches,  the  time 
and  place  for  which  heing  prescri'bed.  "biennially  in  Corps  Area  and  Department 
orders,. 

Anyone  who  finds  it  possi'ble  to  go  to  that  mecca  of  the  shooting  world, 

Camp  Perry,  in  late  Augast , will  find  countless  additional  shoulder- to- shoulder 
matches  to  enter;  countless  new  experiences  to  encounter;  and  all  the  most 
famous  shots  in  the  country  to  meet.  He  will  note  police  teams  from  many  States, 
making  their  revolvers  perform  unbelieva'bly  well,  Ke  vdll  see  cowboys  with 
their  frontier  Colts;  Royal  Canadian  Mqunted  Police,  with  their  .38‘s;  interna- 
tionals with  their  single  shots,  and  (apparently)  half  the  Army,  the  Havy  and 
the  Iferines  with  their  ar.tomatics.v  , Ee-'.-will  find  the  National  Matches  an  educa- 
tion in  itself,  and  he  will,  if  he  has  not  already  done  so,  become  a lifelong 
devotee  of  the  pleasant  and  valuable  sport  of  pistol  shooting, 

oOo— 

SKY  PILOT  VISITS  THE  lvATMI.EL  DIVISION 

Eather  George  H.  Woodley,  said  to  be  the  first  Catholic  priest  to  receive 
a Transport  Pilot’s  license  from  the  Department  of  Commerce,  was  a visitor  at 
Wright  Field  last  month.  Father  Woodley  exuect.s  to  use  the  airplane  in  his  mis- 
sion work  in  Alaska.  He  expressed  great  interest  in  the  engineering  projects 
of  the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Division. 

— -oOo- — 

Lieut.  C.E.  Shankle,  upon  leaving  Love  Field,  Dallas,'  Texas,  recently, left 
the  message  of  his  departure  with  friends  to  be  sent  to  the  Commanding  General, 
Fort  Sill,  Okla,  A telegraph  station  of  the  Company  with  which  messages  were 
usually  sent  not  being  convenient,  the ‘friends  sent  the  message  by  another  tele-, 
graph  company.  Tnis  company  v;ou'id  not  deliver  the  message  to  anyone  except  the 
^neral  in  person.  The  General  was  located  in  the  Post  Theatre  and  brought 
forth_to  receive  an.  urgent  and  confidential  message.  Imagine  his  pleasure  on 
learning  of  Lieut.  Shaukle’s  safe  arrival  and  departure.  ... 
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27TH  PURSUIT  SQUADRON  IN  IIAi-IEUVSRS  AT  FORT  BNMING,  GA. 


VHEN  the' smoke  and  flame  had  cleared  aM3.j  from  the  scene  of  . the  Aphil 
war  between  the  Red.hhd  ELue  forces  at  Fort  Benning,  Qa. , the  27th/ 
Pursuit  Squadron  from  Selfridge  Field,  Michigan,  took  stock  of  itself 
and  found  uts  casualties  to  consist  of  seventeen  damp  and  half  frozen  pilots. 

Kie  Squadron  took  off  in  17  P-12G  Pursuit  planes  and  two  Ford  Tr^sports 
at  10:10  a.m. , April  17th,  and  made  the  first  leg  of  the  trip,  a short,  hop  to 
the  Fairfield  Air  Depot  for  gas  and  another  P-12,  which  had  been  sent,  there' 
several  days 'in  advance  for  the  installation  of  a radio  receiving  set,  ■;This 
raised  the  Squadron  to  full  war  strength  of  18  planes,  3 of  wMch  were  equipped' 
for  radio  reception  and  one  for.  both  transmission  and  reception,  the  latter  ' 
being  flown  by  Captain  E.C.W.  Blessley;  Commanding, 

After  leaving  Fairfield,  with  Nashville,  Teim. , scheduled  as. the  next 
stop,  threatening  weather  was  encountered  a few  miles  north  of  Louisville,  Ky,,, , 
so  a stop  Y/as  made  there  for  a weather  report,  Eie  forthcoming  report  showed  '' 
the  weather  better  at  Nashville,  so  the.  Squadron  took  off  on  the  final  hop  of 
the  day,  ' ' ' , 

About  50  miles  north  of  Nashville,  the  engine  in  Lieut,  Jack  Swain* s 
plane  became  balky,  and  he  was  forced  to  land  in  an  extremely  small  field  when 
it  failed  him  entirely.  His.  propeller  was  bent  and  a few  ribs  were  broken  in 
the  top,  wing' when  he  rolled  into  some  small  trees  at  the  end  of  the  field,. 

Lieut,  H.J,  Reid,  assistant  Squadron  Engineering  Officer,  made  several  passes 
at  the  field  before 'he  was  able  to  land  to  see  if  he  could  be  of  any  assistance, 
Okie  Squadron  proceeded  to  Nashville  and,  in'  negotiating  the  23  miles  from 
that  city  to.  the  nearest  suitable  airport,  IcnoT/n  as  .Tennessee *s  Sky  Harbor,  en- 
countered suqh  a terrific  electrical  and  rain  storm' back  in  the  hills  that 
Captain  Blessley  landed  the  entire  Squadron  in  a large  unused  field  only  a com- 
paratively short  distance  from  the  airport.  The  storm  ipassed  over  in  a few  , . 
minutes,  and  16  drenched  pilots  again  took  off  and  landed  in  the  mud  and  water', 
at  Sky  Harbor.  Lieut.  The,yer  Olds,  in  a 09,  and  Lieut.  Cecil  Henry,  in  a iiew 
high  speed  *'Wasp"-powered  Ford  known  as  the  C-4,  having  left  Fairfield  before 
the  Squadron  and  beaten  the  storm  through,  were  waiting  at  the  field.  Lieut,. 
Reid  arrived  soon  after  all  the  ships  were  serviced  and  rolled  into  the  hangar, 
so  the  Squadron  proceeded,  virtually  intact,  to  Nashville  by  bus. 

■'  'Hie  Fairfield  Air  Depot  had  been  informed  of  Lieut.  Swain's  mishap  and  was 
Xoreparing  to  make  the  necessary  repairs,  while  Lieut.  Swain  enjoyed  the  hos^pital- 
ity  of  the  Kentudcy  hinterland. 

The  Squadron  took  off  from  Shy  Harbor  the  next  morning  at  111 15  o'clock  and 
made  an  uneventful  flight  to  Fort  Benning,  arriving  at  about  2 j 00, o'clock  that 
afternoon,  Coo'perating  in  the  Infantry  maneuvers  and  already  on  the 'scene  were, 
forund  the  22nd  Observation  Squadron  from  Maxwell  Field,  the  8th  Attack  Squadron 
from  Fort  Crockett,  and  the  20th  Bombardment  Squadron  from  Langley' Field,  ,Va. , 
the  latter  being  based  at  Maxwell  Field,  only  a few  miles  away,  due  to  the  . 
limited  space  on  the  Fort  Bemiing  Field, 

Real  field  conditions’  were  found  to  -p^re'^/ail.  The  pilots  were  put  u^o  in 
tents,  three  to  each  one,  Y^ashed,  shaved  and  showered  with  cold  water,  tin  ' 
basins  being  the  major  receptacles,  and  ate  from  a field  kitchen.  G.I,.  mirrors, 
empty  padcing  cases  for  washstands,  nails  for: clothes  pegs,  and  soap  and  towels 
were  at  a iDremium.  ffiie  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  attempting  to  make  the 
tents  ship-sha]pe  for  a seven-day  sojourn  in  them. 

Early  the  next  morning  word  was  passed  out  that  an  aerial  demonstration 
would  be  flown  sometime  that  day,  5an^y,  April  19th,  and  for  all  pilots  to  stand 
by  for  the  final  word.  At  three  o'clock  that  afternoon  'all  squadrons . took  off 
at  close  intervals  and  maneuvered  over  'the  Fort  for  the  benefit  of  -personnel 
there  for  the  maneuvers  and  hundreds  of  visitors  from  Colum'bas  and  nearby,  towns. 
In  addition  to  ordinary  Pursuit  maneuvers,,  the  27th  formed  the  numerals  27 
and  later  the, 'letter  "A"  with  their  sev'enteen  ships  in  fli^tj  and  ended  ydth 
an  exhibition  of  pursuit  ground  strafing,  .the  planes,  coming  down,  single  and  at 
close  intervals  from  great  height.  After', the  Squadron  flight,  Lieuts.  Arthur 
Meehan,  George  McGuire  and  Ray  Allemang  put  oh  a sho.rt  exhibition  of  , individual 
acrobatics.  Bils  was  curtailed  greatly  because  of  low  gas  supply,  due  to  exces- 
sive consumption  resulting  from  the  high  r.p.m.  of  the  engine  during  the 
squadron  flight.  This  ended  flying  for  the  day. 

Monday  morning  Uegan  with  an  order  for  the  Pursuit  and  Attack  Squadrons  to 
be  on  the  alert  from  8 o'clock  on.  At  9;04  o'clock  a friendly  Observation  plane 
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apx)eared  and  dropped  a messa.ge  ordering  the  two  sqaadrons  to  take  off  immediate- 
ly, the  Attackers  to  machine-gim  and  homh  troops  discovered  moving  along  a hack 
road,  and  the  Pur  suiters-  to  furnish  s'^-^ecial  support. 

Ihe  Attack  planes  took  off  at  S;-/!  with  the  27th  planes  ready  on  the  grcund 
waiting  for  the  last  Attack  iplane  to  clear  the  field.  Ihe  Port  Crockett  ships 
made  two  attacks  on  ground  troops  caught  in  close  order  and  the  Pursuit  pilots 
reported  two  enemy  Observation  planes  shot  down  with  no  losses  suffered  in  re- 
turn, Both  Squadrons  remained  on  the  alert  after  that  mission, .and  at  11:10 
another  message  was  dropped ' ordering  an  immediate  take-off  on  a duplicate  mis- 
sion, Two  more  observation  -plc.nes  v?ere  reported  shot  down  hy  the  Pursuiters 
with  no  losses  of  planes  or  personnel,  || 

ITight  maneuvers  consisted  of  lorabers  attempting  to  penetrate  an  enemy 
searchlight  and  machine-gun  barrage.  The  planes  were  required  to  proceed  down 
a theoretical  lane  outlined  by  two  fixed  searchli^ts,  two  out  of  three  reach-  I 
ing  their  objective  without  being  ipicked  up  by  the  lights.  An  unconfirmed  re- 
port came  out  that  night  that  the  Bursuiters  would  finish  their  part  of  the 
maneuvers  the  following  morning  and  could  start  home  that  day,  s-pending  only 
twq  days  at  Port  Benning  instead  of  the  expected  week  or  more.  Word  also  had 
been  received  from  Lieut,  Swain  that  his  shrp  had  been  repaired,  so  he  was  in- 
structed to  desert  his  hev-tucky  hosts  and  return  to  Selfridge,  since  the^ mis- 
sion of  the  27th  was  nearly  completed.  The  final  order  of  the  day  for  the  I 

Pursuit  -pilots  was  to  he  oh  the  alert  the  following: morning  after  7;00  o’clock. 

At  7:20  the  next  morning  an  order  came  through  for  the, 27th  to  take  off 
immediately  on  a special  sup-port  and  ground  straffing  mission.  The  Squadron 
also  was  informed  that  this  would  be  its  final  mission  and  that  it  would  be  free  i 
to  start  home  immediately  afterward.  The  17  ships  \7ere  in  the  air  in  less  than  I 
five  minutes,  and  in  20  minutes  we-re  back  on  the  ground  with  the  pilots  making 
ready  for  the  return  to  Selfridge  Field.  The  most  interesting  part  of  this 
final  maneuver  was  tliat  the  ground  troops  were  so  interested  in  the  diving 
planes  that  they  forgot  to  deploy  when  they  were  being  attacke.d. 

Everything  was  ready  by  10:35,  and  the  Squadron  took  off  with  Louisville 
scheduled  as  the  first  stop.  An  overcast  sky,  however,  ke-pt  lowering  until, when 
about'  75  miles  out  of  Uashville,  the  ceiling  was  down  to  where  the  Squadron  was 
keeping  to  the  valleys  and  barely  able  bo  hop  Over  the  low  hills  when  necessary 
to  keep  on  the  course.  Severe  local  storms'  made  frequent  detours  necessary, and 
a general  rain  made  horizontal  visibility  very  poor,.  ' 

Since  it  appeared  impracticable  to  attem-pt  to  go  on  to  Louisville , the 
Squadron  finally  landed  at  Nashville’s  Sky -Karbor,  thoroughly  soaked  .again.  Lt.  i 
Olds,  in  his  C-9 , had  taken  off  about  an  hour  ahead  of  the  Squadron  and  was  there  ; 
waiting.  Lieut,  Henry,  liot  having  left  until  after  the  de^Darture  of-  the  Squad- 
ron, caught  the  full  force  of  the  bad  weather  and  was  forced  to  .land  his  ship  in  : 

a plowed  field  near  Athens,  Ala,.,  with  no  damage  to  the  ship,  but  to  the  inters e ■ 

delict  of  the  countryside. 

The  weather  continued  bad  and  cold,  so  the  Squadron  s'pent  the  night  at 
Nashville  and  took  off  the  next  day  at  about  noon  ■under , a still  threatening  sky 
and  with  the  temperature  near  forty  degrees.  A stop  was  'made,  at  Louisville  for 
gas  and  a weather  report,  and  another  at  Fairfield  for  ^s.  The  take-off  from 
there  was  made  at  4:20,  w-l-'ch  the  tem-perature  still  lower,  and  17  damp  and  half 
frozen  Pursuiters  landed  at  Self  ridge  Field  shortly  after  six.  The  temperatiire 
was  about  20  degrees  lower  tlian  at  the  start  of  the  trip,;dnd  everyone  had  woin 
li^t  flying  suits  with  eorres'pondingly  light  cldthing,  and  a few  had  gloves. 
Lieut.  Olds  arrived  shortly  following  the  arrival  ofithe  Squadron  in  his ' comfort-  - 

ably  heated  Ford.  Lieut,'  Henry  still  was  in  Alabama  awaiting  b-etter  weather. 

The  trip  had  been  the  first  opportunity-.for  a First  Pursuit  Group  Squadron 
to  use  radio  under  field  and  extended  cross-country  conditions  and,  as  a whole, 
the  results  were  satisfactory.  Storms  of  varying  degree  and  the  acconrpanying 
static  disturbances  prevailed  during  almost  the  entire  trip,  ,and  ■no:;;,doubt  some 
of  the  trouble  encountered  sho'ald  be  . traced  to  those  conditions.  Clearer  recep- 
tion and  longer  range  transinission  still-  are  to  be  desired*  - : ' 

Daring- the  cross-country  flying,  Captain  Blessley  controlled  his,  Squadron  by 
radio  instructions  to  his  fli^it  leaders,  and  usually  was  able  to  establish  satis- 
factory^  communication,  the  flight  leaders  replykig  by  wing,  signals.  The  officers 
making  the  trip  were;  Captain  H.C.W.  Blessley,  Commanding;  1st  Liets,  C, E. Henry,  ■ 
H.L.  Culbertson,  2nd  Lieut s.  T.S.  Olds,  J.W.  Kirby,  B.L. ' Boatner,  R.M.  Eamey, 

A.W.  Meehan,  G.F.  Smith,  Francis  Griswold,  C.E.  LeMay,  G.F.  Mcaiire,  Air  Corps,; 
E.C.  Davis,  K.W;' Mosher,  W,H.  Allemang,  . R .W.  Humphreys,  E.G.  Carlisle,  R.P.  Todd, 
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and  W,  H.  Swain,  Air  Corps  Reserve, 

Maj»r-General  Frank  R.  McCoy,  coranianding’  the  Fourth  Corps  Area,  addressed 
the  following  lettef , under  date  of  April  22,  1931,  to  Major  George  H.  Brett, 
Commanding  Officer  off Self ridge  Field,  Mdch.j  ■ ’■ 

”Your  27th  Pursuit '-Squadron,  under  the  leadership  of  Captain  R.C,  Blessley, 
Air  Corps,  contributed  greatly  to  the  success  of  the  Iburth  Coros  Area  Exer- 
cises—at  Camp  Leonard  Wood,  Fort  Penning,  Georgia. 

Their  demonstration  on  Sunday  before  the  officers  and-  enlisted  men  of  the 
Coipjs  Area,  and  the  largest  number  of  civilians  ever  to  gather  at  Fort  Penning, 

I believe,  did  much  for  the  Army  as  a whole,  and  for  the  Air  Corps  In  particu- 
lar. It  also  gave  an  opportunity  for  the  military  personnel  at  Fort  Benning  . 
to  gain  some  laiowledge  of  the  operation  of  military  aviation. 

I wish  to  thank  you  and  the  officers  and  men  for  their  services  during 
the  time  they  were  with  us  here  at  Fort  Benning.” 

■"  — — oOo 

■ - TWO  AIR  CORPS  MEU  AWARDED  DECORATION 


At  a formal  review  of  the  troops  at  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Flying  School 
at  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  on  April  25th,  2nd  Lieut.  William  A,  Matheny 
and  Staff  Sergeant  J A.  Arthur,  Air  Corps,  were  presented  with  the  Soldier's 
Medal  by  Major  J.T.  McNarney,  Commandant  of  the  School.  At  9j00  a.m. , the 
squadrons  assigned  to  the  field  ms.rched  into  line  on  the  landing  mat,  each 
squadron  being  in  a column  of  iplatoons.  Major  L.A.  Walton,  the  Commander  of 
Troops,  presented  the  command  to  l^jor  McNayney,  who  with  his  staff  made  an 
inspection  of  the  troops.  Lieut.  Matheny  and  Sgt.  Arthur  marched  to  the  front 
accompanied  by  the  colors.  The  Adjutant,  Lieut.  L.E.  Sharon,  read  the  General 
Order  awarding  the  Medal,  after  which  Major  McNarney  stepped  forr.ard  and 
pinned  same  on  the  breasts  of  the  recipients.  The  command  then  passed  in 
review  to  Lieut.  Matheny,  Sergeant  Arttair,-' the  Commandant  and  his  staff. 

The  acts of  heroism  for  which  Lieut.  Matheny  and  Sergeant  Arthur  were  thus 
honored  V7ere  published  in  General ■ Orders  of  the  War  Department,  viz: 

"William  A.  Ivlatheny,  second  lieutenant.  Air  CorpsV  United  States  Army. 

For  heroism  when  an  LB-6  airplane  crashed  and  burned  near  Managua,  Nicaragua, 
August  30,  1929.-  The  •airplane  piloted  by  Lieut.  Dwight  Canfield  and  Lieut, 
Matheny.,.  one  of  four ’being  ferried  to  the  Canal  Zone,  crashed,  due  to  leaking 
gasoline  and  fire  in  one  of  the  motors.  Both  officers  were  thrown  free  of  the 
airplane ■ at ' the  time  of  the  crash,  arid  Lieut.  Matheny,  after  running  a few 
steps  looked  back  and  saw  "ieut.  Canfield  on  the  ground  near  the  burning  plane 
and  unable  to  move.  At  great  personal  risk,  knowing  that  both  of  them  were 
drenched  with  gasoline,  he  ran  back  and  assisted  Lieut.  Canfield  to  his  feet, 
the  clothing  of  both  catching  fire.  He  then  attempted  to  extinguish- the 
flames  from  the  clothing  of  Lieut,  Canfield  by  rolling  him  in  the  wet  grass, 
after  which  he  extingaished  the  flames  from  his  own  clothing,  Lieut.  Ivlatheny 
received  painful  and  severe  burns  and  Lieut.  Canfield  died  later  from  the 
burns  received.  The  heroism  displayed  by  Lieut,  Matheny  reflects  great  credit 
on  himself  and  the  military  service." 

"James  H.  Arthur  (Army  Serial  No.  6527372),  staff  sergeant,  70th  Service 
Squadron,  Air  Corps,  United  States  Army.  For  heroism  near  Oleander,  Calif., 
about  seven  miles  south  of  Fresno,-  Calif.  , on  May  2,  1930,  While  riding'” the 
pilot's  cockpit  as  mechanic  in  charge  of  Army  Fokker,  C-2  Transport,  the  ml carta, 
propeller  blades  of  the  right  engine  broke  at  the  hub  and  were  thrown  off,  one 
blade  passing  tlirough  the  cabin,  the  other  striking  and  seriously  damaging  the 
entering  edge  of  the  right  wing.  The  damage  • caused  by  the  blades  arid  the  ■■ 
terrific  vibration  of  the  engine  caused  a violent  wing  flutter  attendant  with 
full  loss  of  aileron  control.  Partial  fore  and  aft  control  remained  to  the 
pilot,  but  the  control  wheel  was  bouncing  back  and  forth  through  a considerable 
arc.  Fearing'  that  the  plane  would  go  to  pieces  at  any  moment,  the  pilot 
directed  Sergeant  Arthur  to  clear  the  cabin  of  the  six  enlisted  men  who  were 
passengers.  After  complying  with  this  order,  Sgt.  Arthur,  instead  of  leaving 
the  plane  himself,  elected  to  remain  so  that  he  might  be  of  assistance  to  the 
pilot  in  case  of  a serious  crash  which  seemed  imminent.  With  complete  disre- 
gard^ of  his  own  personal  safety,  Sgt.  Arthur  remained  with  .the  plane  until  the 
landing  had  been  made,  when,  he  promptly  assured  himself  of  his  pilot's  safety. 
Sergeant  Arthur's  conduct  reflects  great  credit  U'oon  himself  and  the  military 
service," 

Lieut . Matheny  was  previously  presented  with  the  Cheney  Award  for  his 
heroism  as  cited  above.  -202-  T~6154,  A.C. 


WORLD  W:aR  ’’AGS"  PASSES  OH. 

I'H  the  death  at  his  home  in  Cleveland, . Ohio , of  Lieut.  Frederick  E.  Luff, 
the  number  of  surviving  American  "Aces”'  of  the  World  War  was  reduced  to 
54.  Lieut.  Luff  was  in  ill  health  for  a number  of  years,  friends  of  his 
stating  that  he  never  fully  recovered  from  injuries  he  received  due  to  a crash 
while  performing  acrobatics  in  connection  with  the  Victory  Loan  Campaign  in 
IJbjy , 1919.  Daring  the  past  five  years  he  resided  at  Southern  Pines,  H.C.,  in 
an  endeavor  to  regain  his  health  but,  shortly  following  his  return  to 
Cleveland,  his  condition  grew  worse  and  he  died  on  April  SSth. 

Lieut.  Luff  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  July  9,  1896,  graduated  from 
the  ipublic  schools  and  the  Cleveland  Heights .Hit^  School,  and  after  attending 
the  Case  School  of  Applied  Science  for  three  years,  enlisted  on  Ifey  12,  1917, 
in  the  Officers’  Training  Camp  at  Fort  Benjamin  Harrison,  Indiana.  Two  months 
later  he  joined  the  American  wing  of  the  Royal  Flying  Corps,  Toronto,  Canada, 
and  being  discharged  from  the  Infantry  training  camp,  enlisted  as  a Private  in 
the  Aviation  Section,  Signal  Corps, 

After  completing  his  primary  flying  training  he  was,  on  November  25,1917, 
assigned  to  the  28th  U.S.  Aero  Squadron,  with  which  organization  he  . ’ " ; 

served  as  instructor  and  flight  commander  until  January  20,  1918,  the  day  fol- 
lowing his  aippointment  as  a 1st  Lieutenant.  Ordered  for  duty  overseas,  Lieut, 
Luff  arrived  in  England  early  in  March  and  was  attached'  to  the  British  Royal 
Air  Force  for  advanced  flying  training.  From  July  loth  to  September  19th, 

1918,  he  was  attached  to  .the  74th  Squadron,  Royal  Air  Force,  in  the  field.  He 
then  served  for  brief  periods,  in  several  Anerican  training  centers,  and  for  a 
time  was  engaged  in' ferrying  SB-5  airplanes. from  England  to  France.  On  Novem- 
ber 15,  1918,  he  was  assigned  to  the  25th  U.S,  Aero  Squadron  as  flight  command- 
er. Following  his  return  to  to  the  United  States,  he  was,  on  February  21, 

1919,  honorably  discharged  from  the  service. 

While  serving  with  the’.  74th  Squadron,  British  Royal  Air  Force,  Lieut, 

Luff  shot  down  three  enemy  planes  and  two  balloons.  ' He  was  decorated  by  the 
British  Government  with  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross,  and  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  25th  U.S.  Aero  Squadron,  in  recommending  him  for  the  award  of 
the  Distinguished  Service  Cross,  stated  that  Lieut.  Luff  exhibited  at  all 
times  great  skill  and  daring  and  assisted  greatly  in  imbuing  his  comrades  with 
the  true  offensive  spirit. 

In  the  citation  accompanying  the  a.ward  of  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross 
by  the  British  government,  it  v/as  stated  that"on  August  30,  1918,  Lieut,  Luff 
performed  brilliant  and  ve.luable  work  in  attacking  and  silencing  an  enemy 
battery  west  of  Bouvincourt.  . VJhen  this  battery  reopened  fire,  he  again 
attacked  it  and,  after  silencing  it,  stam-.eded  the  battery  transport.  In  all 
he  has  destroyed  or  talien  part  in  the  destruction  of  three  aircraft,  besides 
driving  down  two  .-others  completely  out  of  control.  His  work  in  attacking 
groiind  targets  has  been  of  the  greatest  value." 

A VALUAEIlS  mmL  . FOR  ENGINE  ^lEGHAlIICS  ' 

, ' Aviation  engine  mechanics  and  o-t^ers  interested  in  aircraft  power  plants 
will  find  Training  Manual  No*  2170-13,  entitled  "The  Airplane  Engine  Mechanic," 
particularly  helpful  to  them,  This-raaimal  com]prises  248  pages,  contains  many 
illustrations  and  diagrams,  and  t3:’eats  on  32  different  siibjects  in  connection 
with  the  care,  operation,  repair  and  maintenance  of  airplane  engines,  both 
air  and  water-cooled  throes.  Aiiong  the  si’bjects  touched  upon  are  Ignition, 
Cooling,  Lubrication,  Superchargers j /Testing,  Carburetlon,  Principles  of 
Electricity,  Wiping,  Trouble-Shooting,  etc. 

This  man-ual  may  be  obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S,* 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.,  for  the  s-utn  of -SO  cents. 

; . oOo-^ — ■ • ' 

'The  month  of  April  .was  an  exceedingly  busy  one  at  the  Test  Hangar  of  the 
Rockwell  Air  Depot,  Calif.  Sixty  visiting  airplanes  were' "flown  into  the  Depot 
for.  jnechanical  check*T*.up  and  rcccssfu’y  repairs,  enroute  to  various  Air  Corps 
.stations.  This  was  in  addition  to  thirty  airplanes  tu'med 'out  of  the  Depot 
whicb.  had  undergone  major  and  minor  overhaul. 
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lAE  DEPARTMEITO  ORDERS  AFESCTIECt  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS 

Changes  of  Stations'  To  Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps.  Washington;  Major 
Jacoh“Kr  Bidolpli  ami  C^^^ain  Asa  E.  Donc^,  upon  completion  course  of  instruc- 
tion at  Command  and  General  Staff  School,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

To  Materiel'  Division,  Wright  Field.  Oliio;  1st  Lieut.  Albert  B.  Pitts, 
upon  coniplet ion  present  course  of  instruction  at  Sheffield  Scientific  School, 
Yale  University;  Captain  Harrison  W.  Flic3d.nger,  Langley  Field;  1st  Lieuts. 
Robert  S.Heald  and  Donald  R,  Goodrich,  upon  completion  present  course  of 
instruction  .at  Arms’-  Industrial  College,  Washington. 

To  Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery, - Ala. ; Ifejor  P.E.  Van  Eo strand,  Lan^ey 
Field,  Va. ; 1st  Lieut.  Harry  H.  Mills,  from  Middletown,  Pa.  Air  Depot;  Capt, 

Wm.  0,  Butler,  upon  expiration  of  to-ur  of  foreign  service;  Major  Home  Peabody 
as  Assistant  Commandant  and  Capt.  Edmund  W.,  Hill  as  member  of  faculty  at 
Air  Corps  Tactical  School  upon  completion  course  of  instruction  at  Command 
and  General  Staff  School,  Fort  Leavenworth;  Is^  Lieut.  Arnold  H.  Rich,  upon 
completion  tour  of  duty  in  Panama. 

To  Mitchel  Field.  E.Y. ; ' 1st  Lieut,  Willis  R.  Taylor.  Scott  Field. 

To  Chanute  Field,  111.;  2nd  Lieuts.  Anthony  Q.  Ivfcistoe,  Albert  W. Shepherd, 
Harold  L.  Mace,  Hollingsworth  F. "Gregory, -from  Maxwell  Field;  Captain  Edwin 
F.  Carey,  upon  completion  tour  of  duty  in  Panama.  . 

To  Roci^ell  Field,  Calif.;  1st  Lieut.  George  F.  Schulgen,  Wright  Field. 

To  Hawaiian  Department;  2nd  Lieut.  Murray  C.  Woodbury,  Ifexwell  Field, 
sailing  about  Oct,  2nd|  1st  Lieut.  ’ Edward  H.  White,  Kelly  Field,  Aug.  8th, 

To  the  Philiip-oines;  2nd  Lieut.  Frederick  L.  Anderson,  Jr.  , from  Mitchel 
Field,  sailing  from  Eew  York  about  Eov.  4th;  2nd  Lieut.  George  E.  Henry,  March 
Field,  sailing  from  San  Francisco  about  Eov.  25th  from  San  Francisco;  2nd  Lieut, 
James  B.  Barwell,  from  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  sailing  Eov.  25th. 

To  Panama  Canal  Zone ; Ca-ptain  Alvan  C.  Kincadd,  from  Air  Corps  Training 
Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  sailing  from  Eew  York  Aug,  12th;  Captain  Franklin 
0.  Carroll,  Wright  Field,  0.,  sailing  from  Eew  York  about  July  9th. 

To  Air  Corps  Training  Center.  Duncan  Field.  Texas;  2nd  Lieut.  George  E. 
Price,  Rockwell  Field,  Calif,;  1st  Lieut.  Thomas  L.  Gilbert  (orders  assigning 
him  to  Langley  Field  amended);  1st  Lieut.  John  A.  Laird,  Hawaii. 

To  March  Field,  Calif. ; Ist  Lieut,  Harold  D,  Smith,  from  Panama;  1st  Lieut. 
William  C.  Morris  from  Philippines;  1st  Lieut.  Harold  F,  Rouse  from  Hawaii. 

To  Bolling  Field,  D.C.;  1st  Lieut.  Thomas  D.  White  from  lvfa,rch  Field. 

To  Fort  Sam  Houston.  Texas;  Major  Frank  D.  Lackland  to  command  Air  Corps 
Troops,  upon  completion  of  instruction  at  Command  and  General  Staff  School, 

To  Chicago,  111,;  Capt.  Carl  W,  Connell  as  Air  Officer,  6th  Corps  Area, 
;Upon  completion  course  of  instruction  at  Command  and  General  Staff  School. 

To  Self ridge  Field.  Mich. ; Captain  George  S.  Warren  from  duty  as  student 
at  Babson  Institute,  Boston,  Mass, 

To  Brooks  Field,  Texas;  (For  course  of  instruction  at  Primary  Flying 
School,  commencing  July  1,  1931)  - 1st  Lieut,  John  P.  Kirkendall,  from  March 
Field,  Calif.;  (For  course  commencing  Oct.  15th)  - Capt,  Clarence  H,  Welch, 
from  Army  Industrial  College,  Washington,  D.C. 

To  Scott  Field.  Ill . ; Capt.  piiilip  Schneeberger,  from  Army  Industrial 
College,  Washington,  D.C.;  1st  Lieut.  Leslie  A.  Skinner  from  Philippines;  2nd 
Lieut.  George  R.  Bienfang  from  Walter  Reed  General  Hospital, • Washin^on,  D.C. 

To  Eew  Haven,  Conn.;  2nd  Lieut.  Roger  V.  Williams,  Chanute  Field,  as  stu- 
dent at  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  Yale  University, 

To  Middletown.  Pa.  . Air  Denot;  Caret . Edward  Laughlin,  Fairfield  Air  Depot. 

To  West  Point.  E.Y.  (U.S.  Military  Academy)  2nd  Lieut,  Dyke  F,  Meyer, 
Marshall  Field,  Kansas, 

To  Panama  Canal  Dept. ; 1st  Lieut,  Charles  P.  Cabell,  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

RESERVE  OFFICERS  ORDERED  TO"  EXTEEDED  ACTIVE  DUTY;  (June  25th  to  December 
23rd,  1931)  - To  Fort  Crockett.  Texas;  2nd  Lieuts.  Jolm  E.  Sandow,  Eatick, 
Mass,;  James  E.  Going,  Topeka,  Kans. ; Wm.  H,  Sykes,  Smithfield,  Va. ; Louis 
Sanford  Wait,  Superior,  Eeb,;  Joseph  A.  Anderson,  San  Diego,  Calif,;  ifeurice  M. 
Beach,  Detroit,  Mich.  - To  Post  Field.  Okla.;  Charles  Hart  Miller,  Millersburg, 
Ky»  - To. Self ridge  Field.  Mich. ; Felix  Waitkas,  Chicago,  111.;  Robert  J,  Hixson, 
Greencastle,  Ind. ; Claude  L.  Brignall,  Chicago,  111.;  John  M.  Pincomb,  Overland 
Park,  Kansas;  Robert  W.  Humphreys,  Keithsburg,  111, ; Kenneth  W.  Mosher , Sandwich, 

- To.  Langley  Field.  Va. : Lester  E.  Wagner,  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa;  Clifton  D. 
Wri^t,  Rock  Hill,  S.C.;  Robert  P . Doolittle , South  Bend,  Ind.;  5tan^|y  £.goung, 


OsKfcosli,  Wis.  “ To  Mather  - Field.,  Calif,..  ^..Qe  or  ge  Edward  Rodieck,  Palestine,  Tex,; 
Joe  Crist  Britton,  Enid,  Okla,  » To~~fe ' Pield , Calif . ; L .J,  ,,  Miller , Oakland, 
Calif.  - TO  Rockwell  Pield.  Calif , i Jolm  B.  Ivreyssler,  Long  Beach,  Calif.;  James 
.A,  Pis^, -'San  Diego,  Calif.  « To  Self  ridge  Field,  Mich,  ;■  Eldred  L.  Gann,-,  Borden, 
Kansas.  (Prom  July-S  to,  Dec,  31,  igflT'To  Tort  Crockett.  Texas:  RoLerf 'Alien 
Bolyard,  Indianapolis,. -Ind. ; Sainiiel  S.  Ifockols,  Moorestown,  IT.J.;  Charles  W. 
Causey,  Jr,;  Jolm  Mell  Schweiser,  Jr.,,  Los  Angeles,  Calif,  - To,  .Langley  Pi  eld, 

Va. i Ellis  D.  Shannoni  Evergreen,  Ala*;  Francis  A,  Wilgas,  Rockford,  111.;^ 
Stanley  G.  Winchi  Sanford,  Me.;  Kamish  McLelland,  Cleveland,  0.  - To  Self ridge 
Field,  Mich. ; Paul  M,  ITorman,  Bee  Moines,  Iowa;  PrahLc  E.  Qaindry., , Chicago,  ,111.  ;- 
To  Scott  Field,  111,:  Tlioraas  E.  Charles,  ihioxville,  Tenn.-;  Osc^r  ■ K* -.Harris, 
Groseclose,  Va. ; George  H,  Stokes,  Covington,  Tenn.  - To  Mit chel  Field, 

Lucius  R.  Holhrook,  Jr.,  Fort  Bragg,  I.C.;  Christy  Mathewson,  Jr.,  Saranac  L^e, 
N.Y.  - To  Crissy  Field,  Calif. : Ted  A.  Smith,  Seattle,'.  Wash.  - To  Selfri(ige 
Field,  Mich. ; Hagh  Oshorne  Coleman,  Covington-,  Zy.  (June;.  30,  1931  to  June  30, 
1932)  2nd  Lieut.  Louis  E.  Kobhs , San  Antonio*  .iX. 

Relieved  from  Detail  to  the  Air  Corns;  2nd  Lieut.  Dana  S.  Alexander  to  the 
6th  Coas*t'. Artillery,  Foi'.t  tvinfield,  Scott,  Calif.  • ' 

Promotions ; Major  Williarxi'.Cy'.'McClioTd-  to  Lieut Colonel,  rank  from  May  1, 
1931;  2nd  Lieut.  Charles  H.  Caidwell  to  1st  Lieut.,;  rank  from  Jfey  1,  1931, 

Detailed  to  the  Air  Corns,  and. to  Brooks  Field  hy  July  1,  1931,  for 
primary  flying  training;  2nd  Lieut s.  John  F.M.  Kohler  and  0*lleill  K.  .Kane, 
Cavalry;  John  H,  Kochevar,  Coast  Artillery;  .Lee-  B. 'Washhourne,  Engineers. 

Orders  Revoked;  Assignment'Uf  Captain  Carl  F.-'- Green©  to  Hawaiian  Department; 
assignment  of  Captain  Walter  F.  Kraus,  Grassy  Field,  .to 'Air  Corps  Tactical 
School,  Ifccweil  Field,  Ala.  '.  v-  - 

' PROffiESS  OF  TRAIMKG  AT  ICELLY  FIELD,  TE5UIS. 

■ ■■  f . ..i'\  • ■ ■ , ■ . • . . 

With  the  departure  of  S9  Flying  Cadets  , and  two  student  officers  to  partici- 
pate in  the  Air  Corps  Ifene'avers,  the  training  .division  at  the  Air  Corps  Advanced 
Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  is  nearly  at  a standstill.  There-  remain  32^ 
students.  The  -Pursuit  Section  left  hat  three,  and  the^^  aie  taking  transition  in 
Attack  Section.  The  Observation  Section  left  the  .three  forei^i  student  officers. 
The  Atta'cik  Section  ha.s ' ten  students  remaining,  and  the  Bombardment  Section, 
twelve.  The  latter  departed  on  a cross-ccuntry  fligkt  on  the  18th  to  Dallas, 
and  Fort  H.iss,  Texas-,  'aiiu.  returned  to  Kelly  Field  on  the  2l8t.  The  Attack 
Section  will  not  take  their  cross-country  until  after  the'  Ivtoeuvers. 

Three  students  have  been  held  over  for  training  with. the  next, class,  viz; 
2nd  Lieut.  Harold' Q.  Huglin,  who  was  injured  in  an^  airplane  crash  in  Ifey , and 
Flying  Cadets  H.C.  Denison  and  Kenneth  H,  Greeson,.  who  will  be  unable  to  comr- 
plete  their  training  due  to  time  lost  through  illness.  ' 

— oOo—  ;■  ^ 

■ ■ LIEUT.  GiTFMEY*  S -.qUAIIJT  EXPERiMCE  ' 

First 'Lieut.  Dale  Y.  Gaffney,  -an  instructor  in  the  Pursuit  Section  at  the 
Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying 'School-,  -Kelly  Field,  Texas,  was  forced  to  make  a land- 
‘ing  on  May  9th  in  a tax- 'payer ! s back  yard  in  the  city  of  Aastin,  Texas.  He  was 
acconrpanying  a flight  of  students  flying  a practice  formation  in  pre'paration 
fo.r  the  Maneuvers  when  his  motor  '*cut  out,*'  forcing  him  to  land  in  a 50-foot 
yardV  'LlCut.  Gaffney  was  uninj'ored.and  flew  another  plane  back  to  Kelly  Field. 

Hi  S' plane- was  badly  ■'‘damaged, 

oOo— 

Major-General' Edward  M,  Le-^vi.s ,-  Retired,  was  an  interested  visitor  in  Dayton 
during  the  Air  Cor-ps.  Maneuvers . He  was  the T^est  of  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Clements 
McMallen  for  several  weeks.  Tlie  father,  of  Mrs.  Clements  Mc-.J^llen  was  en  route 
from  Berkeley,  Calif..,  his  present  home,,  to  attend  the  45th  reunion  of  his  Class 
at-'Weet  Point.  General  Lewis  s.er'ved- with  the  Infantry  during  the  Spanish- 
Jbnerican  War  and  the  Philippine  Insiif fection,  and  he  assisted  in  policing  San 
Francisco  during  the  earthquake  and  fire  of  1906.  In  1916  lie  was  in  command  of 
a_  bri^de  on  the  Texas  border.,  ,In.  1917  he  joined  General  Pershing  overseas  and 
for  a time  was  in  command  of  all  Aiaerican  troops  stationed  around  Paris.  Mrs. 
Lewis  accompanied  the  General  on  his'  visit  to  -Dayton.  ' • 

-206-'  ' ’■  7-6154,  A.C. 


RADIO  BROADCAST  BY  PURSUITBR3  OVTR  CLEYIIuAlID 


The  Charaherr  of  'Cbranierce  of  Clevel^d, 

Ohio,  gave  a .luncheon  recently  in  honor,  af/ ' 
the  late  Ainhas-sador  l^i'on  T,  Herrick,  at  ^ ' 
which  Majof”: James,, H.  Doolittle,  ;,.famous  ^ 
aviator  and  former '‘J^^"'pilot,  was  the 
honor  guest.  ; The  officers  of  the  First 
Pursuit  Group,  Self  ridge  Field,'.' Mich, were 
invited  to  attend  this  function.  Baring 
the  luncheon,  Major  Doolittle  was  presented 
with  the  Harmon  Trophy  for  his  experiments 
in  "blind  flying  while  working  with  the 
Guggenheim  Foundation  in  1929. 

The  First  Pursuit  Group,  consisting  of 
four  squadrons  and  a total  of  52. -airplanes, 
arrived  over.  Cleveland  at  lOjOO  a.ra, , and 
subjected  that  city  to  a theoretical  attack 
from  the  air.-  All,  squadron  and  flight  com- 
manders’, planes,  we, re  equipped  with:radio, 
and  the-  attack  :;was  directed  from  the  Group 
Commander’s  plane,, “by  means  of  radfo  control.  ’ " A. f 

During  the  attack,  Radio  Station  WTAM,  Cleveland,  broadcasted  a description  .of 
the  maneuver,  including  a re-broadcast  of  Ifejor  Brower’s  commands  to  .his  aW;.  , 
tacking  forces  and  a short  address  from  Ivlajor- Brett,,  Post  Commander  of  Selfridge 
Field,  while  flying  oybr  thev:city.i- ..  - 

.^ter  landing  at  the ' Cleveland  Municipal  •'-Airport,  the  officers  of  the 
Group  were  quickly  transported  to  the  luncheon,'  where  they  had  the  pleasure  of' 
meeting  the  distinguished  guests  -present,  ambn'g' whom  and  of  s-pecial  interest  to 
Army  pilots  was  the  .famous  Canadian  war  ”Ace, Colonel  William  A.  Bisho-p. 

An  interesting  side-light  on  this  maneuver  was  the  fact  that  a continuous 
two-way  radio  communication  was  maintained  between  Selfridge  Field  and  -planes  •, 
of  the  Group  until  their  arrival  at  their  home  station. 

The  success  of  the  pick-up  and  rebroadcast  is  indicated  by  the  following 
letter  received  by  the  Coikianding  Officer  of  the  First  Pursuit  Group  from  Mr, 
S.E,  Leonard,  Chief  Engineer  of  WTAM,  the  Hat i orfe/l , Broadcasting  Company,  Inc., 
Cleveland:  'Yl'-- 

"Dear  iifejor  Brower:  r 

We  certainly  want  to* thank  you  for  the  wonderful  cooperation  which  you 
gave  WTAM  in  your  recent  flight  over  Cleveland;'.  .Without  a question  this  was  the 
most  successful  and  best-'air-plane  broadcast'' 'bhat.  (we  have  ever  undertaken,  and 
we  have  had  quite  a few-inthe  past.  It  was  suecessfal  from  the  very  start  to 
the  finish.  We  received  every  one  of  your  commands  from  yo'ur  radio  shi-p.with 
wonderful  vol'ume  and  steadiness.  We  installed  two  receivers  at  various-  -ppints 
in  the  city,  ant ici-pating' that  we  might  have  some'  trouble  on  the  radio ' pi ck-rup, 
which  has  generally  been  the  case  before.  However,  we  qould  pickup  your  sig-” 
nal  and  use  either  receiver  at  will  at  any  time  (during  .-the  entire  program,  ,We 
calibrated  our  recei-vers  by  an  oscillator  to  490  kiloVycies,  and  listening  on 
this  point  we  -picked’ u-p  your  signals  with  good  volume..a'.l;alf  hour  before  you. 
arrived  over  Cleveland;---''"  Everyone  has  been  very,  much  en'ihased  over  the  whole 
event  and  we  of  the  Engineering  De-partment  felt  very  much  pleased-  at  the  excel- 
lent way  in  which  your  radio  equipment  functioned. 

We  have  received  a “great  deal  of  comment  regarding  the  entire  flight  and 
excellent  show  which  was' -exhibited  over  our  city  and  the  novelty  of  hearing -the 
commands  by  radio,  then' watch  the  planes  execute  orders  was  a real  thrill.  T^e 
timing  of  the  entire  eveht  ..was  also  a wonderfei  -thing  to  me. 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  cooperati<5hi:v,I  am, 

Sincerely --yours , 

(Sgd.)  S.E,  Leonard,  Chief  Engineer," 

'- — oOor— 


The  36th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich.,  now  has  four  -p-r.C’s,  , 
equipped  with  the  nev^  BCR-157  Receivers.  - Sple-ndid  results  have  been  ob'tained 
in  rece-ption  both  from  the  gro'und  and  from' the/ air.  As  yet-,  no  tests  have  been 
made  to  determine  their  absolute  range,  but  one  -pilot  has  listened  in  on  the 
Ford  Transport  when  it  was  75  miles  away.  The  radio  ships  are  now  in  great  de- 
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mand  for  cross- country*  flights  for in -addition,  to  receiving  weather  re-oorts, 
a few.. turns-  of  the  tuner  brings  in' sweet  strains  that  are  always  floating  in 
the  air'., ' ' 

Ihe  personnel  of  the  57th  Service  Squadron  have  now  equi-pped  five  P-12D 
plahes  %ith- SCR-133’  trans.mitters  to  BO-167  receivers,  which  work  on  a fixed 
antennaV' ' !I!he  sensivity  of  the  B0~167  receiver  has  revived  the  old  SCE-133, 
and  it- is  being  used  untdl  the  arrival  of  the, new  Commaxid  Sets.  Tests  have 
indicated  that  .Wo-way  conniuni cation  can  be  operated  as  far  as  15  miles  apart, 
and  a greater  range^  is  expected  when  the  sets  are  all  given  the  final  tuning, 

Ppr  the  Maneuvers  the  First  Pursuit  Group  has  20  receiving  sets  and  10 
transmitters,  besides  the  Transports,  which  are  ..equiipped  'for  two-way 
comimmication.  j..,  • • 

— oOo— • , 

SCOTT  FIELD  PHOTOGRAPHERS  COiPLETE'  LARGE  LARGE  AERIAL  SURVEY 

Another  excellent  record  was  made  on  a Geological  Survey  project  just  com- 
pleted by  the  21stPhoto  Section,  Scott  Field,  111,  This  project,  which  in- 
cluded about  1350  square  miles  in  Louisiana  and  2273  square  miles  in  Louisiana, 
involved  ten  weeks’  work. 

^e  field  work  on  these  projects  was  performed  by  .1st  Loeut,  Willis  R. 
Taylor,  with  Master  Sergeant  Mco  G.  Loupos  as  photographer  -and  Sergeant  Jos. 

■C.  McCullough  as  mechanic.  The  party  left  Scott  Field  on  January  22nd  and  re- 
turned on  April  6th,  ikiring  the  Louisiana  project,  Hev;  Orleans  was  used  as  a 
base,  while  Memphis,  Tenn. , and  Jackson,  Mis.s.,  were  the.  starting  po'ints  for 
the  Mississippi  job.  ! ...  ' 

All  photographs  were  made  from  14,000  feet  altitude  with' a K-3  camera, 
using  an  8-|-inch  lens.  In  his  report,  Lieut.  Taylor  states  that  the  use  of 
this  lens,  as  compared  with  the  12- inch  lens,  reduces  the  cost  of  the  work 
nearly  half.  The  project  was,  also  favored  by  weather  conditions,  as  21  of 
the  73  days  were  favorable.  This  gave  a monthly  average >of -9.6  days  on  which 
photographic  Work  could  be  performed,  and  this  figure  is  far 'higher  than  is 
usually  encountered  on  similar  projects.  ’ '■  . 

■ . ■ oOo- — 

LIQUID  OXYGEN  IN  HIGH  ALTITUDE  FLYING  BY  94TH. 

The  94th  Pursuit  Squadron,  1st  Birsuit  Group,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich.,  is 
going  thru'  their  paces  again  with  the  sky  (literally)  as  the  limit  and  with  a 
can  full  of  liquid  oxygen  as  the' means  of  keexoing  alive.  Pilots  are  not  even 
allowed  to  take  along  a bam  sandwich. or  a cup  of  coffee. 

The  new  type  of  equiT)ment  is  satisfactory  in  many  respects,  but  there  is 
one'  thing  certain  - it  takes  a whole  lot  longer  to  service  18  ships  with  this 
"liquid  life"  than  it  takes  to  service  just  one  ship.  "Of  course,"  says  the 
News  Letter  Correspondent,  "this  is  not  intended  to  be  taken  to  heart  by  the 
boys  down  at  Dayton,  for  they  are  pretty  good  friends  of  ours,  but  it  is  just 
an  idea  that  we  are  passing  on  for  future  generations  to  remember  - * Don’t 
believe  everything  you  hear.*  ' 

On  the  first  flight  with  the  new  ec^ipment,  the  pilo.ts  went  lip  slhgle  in 
order  to  get  used  to  the  manner  of  handling  the  valves,  etc.  It  was  found  at 
first  that  there  were  a number  of  leaks  in  the  lines,  and  not  all 'of  the 
pilots  could  get  enough  pressure  on  the  lines  to  stay  u'p  very  long.  Every-, 
thing  is  in  ship  shape  now,  though,  and.  the  Skir^per  xiromises  plenty  of  cold 
weather  flying  for  the  squadron  even  in  the  warniest  weather  next-' summer. 

A regular  diary  is  being  kept  showing  a record  of  all  the  troubles  and 
defects  encountered  in  the  flights.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  of  assis- 
tance in  improving  all  oxygen  equipment  used  in  the  Air  Corps." 

— o0o»f— “ 

On  April  30th,  the  54th  School  Squadron,  Air  Corps,  at  March  Field,  Calif, 
was  demobilized  and  the  x^ersonnel  thereof  .transferred  to  the  Bombardment  Squad- 
rons now  being  organized  at'  this-  station. , . . 

The  47'th  School  Squadron  and  the  H^adqixari-ens/SquadrojQ.  are  ‘scheduled  to 
leave  Iferch  Field- for  Ba.ndolph  Field  on,  June  ist 
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PRAISE  EO.R  SGOTT'EirXI)  ERCM  BOY  SCOUT  OEEICIALS 

As  an  aftermath  to  the  demonstration  given  at  Scott  Eield  on  April  18th 
for  the  Boy  ScOnts  of  St. Louis  and  Southern  Illinois,  Lt,-Col.  John  A.  Paogelow 
has  been  receiving  letters  of  tharhs  in  ever/  mail.  'The  appreciation^, shown -by 
these  letters  is  far  in  excess  of  ■the  anticipations • of  the  personnel  connected 
with  the  demonstration  and  goes  a long  v/ay  toward ' repaying  those  who  expended 
many  hours  in  planning  and  carrying  out,  the  activities,  of  the  day,  t 

^IHiile  most  of  the  letters  have  come  from  Executives  and  Scoutmasters  con- 
nected with  the  vanious  troops  which  attended  the  demonstration  that  day,  there 
were  also  many  letters  from  parents,  school  teachers  and  even  some  from  va-rious 
schools,  To/' show, the  appreciation  with  which  the  demonstration  was  received, 
it  is  believed,  that  extracts  from  some  of  these  letters  will  be  interesting. 

Scout  Executive  Earle  W.  Becimnan,  of  the  St,  Louis  Coimcil , which'has  ..a  • 
membership  of  about  8,000,  states  in  part,  '’We  hasten  to  express, ..to  you  t ho  deep 
appreciation  of  the  many  hundreds  of  St.  Louis  Scouts  and  of  the  St.  Louis  Coun- 
cil Headquarters,  for  the  untiring  efforts  of  yourself  and  your  associates  in 
making  possible  the  delightful  entertai:iiraent  at  Scott  . Eield  last  Saturday.  ,■ 

"Will  you  kindly  extend  to  all  of -your  associates,  the  sincere  gratitude 
and  deep  appreciation  of  the  St.  Louis  Council  for  t.he  efforts  put  forth  in  our 
behalf  and  for  the  courteous  treatment  that  we  received  on  every  hand. 

"It  is  a splendid  thing  for  youth  and  for  aviation  that  such  a man  as  Col, 
Paegelow  lives,  and  the  interest  that  you  constantly  manifest  in,  youth  is  an 
inspiration  to  all  of  us  engaged  in  work  with  boys." 

Another  Scout  Executive  writes;  "We  wish  to  assure  you  that  the  arrange- 
ments you  made  for  this  entei-tainment  of  the  boys  was  one  hundred  per  cent 
.perfect,  and  each  and:  everyone  of  the  boys  of  this  Troop  were  unanimous  in 
expressing  themselves  as  having  had  the. most  perfect  day  of  their  lives  in 
the  line  of  entertainment,  .The  writer  assures  you  ths.t  after  sounding  out 
the,  sentiment  of  the. boys  at  last  night ' s ■ meeting,  you  will  have,  any  number 
.■of  applications  for  future  aviation  students." 

The  Scout  Executive  of  East  St,  Louis  states:  "Every  boy  left,  this  demon- 
stration a booster  for  avi,ation  and  air-minded  to  the  highest  degree.  Me  en- 
_ joyed  ourselves  every  minute  of  the  time  and  your  cooperation  and  interest  in 
Scouting  is  greatly  appreciated." 

From  Alton,  Illinois,  the  Scout  Executive,  writes:  "In  this  modern,  day 
when  we  hoar  so  much  about  aviation,  it  is  most  gr‘.vt'ifying  to  actually  witne.ss 
the  combined  mechanical  progress  and  skill,  such  as  wa.s  demonstrated  at  Scott, 
Eield.  I think  you  are  to  be  congratulated  for  your  T/isdom  in  inviting  the 
scouts,  v/ho  e^'entually  no  doubt,  will  imve  considerable  influence  and  interest 
in  the  develoT)mo:it  of  our  air-mindedness." 

There  are  many  simila.r  exprssions  ,.of..  ap.px'eciation  in  other  letters,  and  it 
is  believed  tha,t  the  influence  of  demonstrations  of  this  nature  will  have  a 
very  benefitial  effect  on  aviation  when  these  boys  reach  the  age  when  they  will 
be  able  to  fly  and  have  their  say  on  aviation  matters, 

• oOo 

TRAiTSESR  OE  SCOTT  EIELD  AIRSHIP  TO  LAHGLEY  EIELD 


The  Air  Corps'  newest  non-rigid  airship,  the  TC-11-271,  is  to  leave  Scott 
Eield  for  its  new  home  at  Langley  Field,  Va.  This  airship,  which  is  the  only 

closed  cabin  dirigible  in  the  Aik  Corps,  was  received  about  two  years  ago  and 

has  been  subjected  to  a series  of  test  and  experimental  flights  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Engineering  Department  of  the  Air  Depot'.  Various  clianges  have 
been  made  in  its  original  design,'  including  the  installation  of  more  glass  in 

the  front  of  the  cabin  to  increase  vi.sibil.ity,  and  the  rearrangement  of  the 

instruments.  The  Engineering  Department  now  believes  this  ship  is  satisfactory, 
and  the  Langley  Eield  airship  pilots  will  be  given  a chance  to  thoroughly  test 
and  pass  judgment  on  it,  _ ’ ' . . ' , 

The  detail  from  Langley  Field,  which  will  fly  the  airship  to  its  new  base 
include  1st  Lieuts,  James  C,  Shively  and' Wilfre'd  J.  Paul  , Tech,  Sgt's,  Ronald  H. 
Short  and  S.L.  Cheska  and  Staff  Sgt,  Ralph 'Q^ninn, 

- — opo--k-' ■ • 

. _ The  94th  Squadron,  1st  Pursuit  Group,  S.elf ridge  Field,  Mich. was  recently 
. . equipped  with  the  new  P~12D  Pursuit  plane,  which  is  powered  with  the  hew  "S" 

, engine,  designed  especially  for  the  highest  of  altitude  flights, 
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COM^®  MDIO  SET  TESTED 
By  A.  M.  JacoBs 

OH  Maj  14th,  three  planes  took  the  air  at  Wri^t  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  for 
the  purpose  of  testing  a nev;  tj^pe  of  command  radio  set  with  which  they 
were  equipped.  'Hiis  is  a small  low-powered  set  of  light  weight,  develop- 
ed hy  the  Western  Electric  Co.  at  the  instigation  of  the  Lfeteriel  Division  for 
use  in  commanding  Pursuit  squad.rons  in  the  air.  Heretofore,  the  Army  has  not 
had  a set  sufficiently  light  for  installation  in  Pursuit  planes  without  the 
sacrifice  of  other  equipment  necessary  for  war  purposes,  so  that  this  develop- 
ment has  Been  deemed  quite  essential, 

Ma-jor  A.H.  Gilkeson,  Chief  of  the  Equipment  Branch,  liateriel  Division, 
piloted  a Pursuit  plane  (p-12).  Lieut.  Albert  F.  Hegenherger  flew  Captain  J.G. 
Whitesides  and  Captain  T.C.  Rives,  the  latter  of  the  Signal  Corps,  in  a Ford 
Transport  l[C-9).  Lieut.  W.G.  Smith,  in  an  0-lG,  had  with  him  Mr.  W.G.  Eaton, 
Radio  engineer,  as  -passenger. 

During  the  fli^t,  three-way  conversation  was  maintained  Between  the 
planes  and  the  ground  station  at  Wright  Field.  What  was  ho'ped  for  from  these 
sets  was  reliable  communication  at  a distance  of  15  miles,  but  the  resiilts  far 
exceeded  expectations.  On  throttling  down  his. motor.  Major  Gilkeson  heard  a 
conversation  taking  place  a hundred  miles  away  between  Lieuts.  Hegenherger  and 
Smith,  who  were  flying  at  a distance  of  80  miles  from  each  other.  Two-way  con- 
'versation  between  the  Transport  and  Observation  plane  was  carried  on  quite 
easily  at  a distance  of  one  hundred  miles.  Between  the  Pursuit  and  Transport 
-plane,  the  raiige  was  reduced  to  50  miles  because  of  the  simll  size  of  the 
Pursuit  antenna  which  extends  from  wing  to  tail.  The  trailing  wire  type  of 
antenna,-  \ihidh.  would  be  more  efficient,  is  not  -practical  for  .foraiation  flying, 
and  so  was  not  installed  in  this  "Diane, 

Hear  Cincinnati,  the  engine  in  l^iajor  Gilkeson*  s plane  started  to  miss  and 
throw  out  black  smoke,  a trouble  attributed  to  sticking  valves.  Major  Gilkeson 
asked  Lieut.  Smith  to  keep  a close  touch  on  his  location,  because  it  seemed  very 
likely  that  he  would  be  forced  to  land  and, . having  an  im-portant  engagement  in 
Dayton  that  evening,  he  wanted  another  plane  flom  to  him  in  case  of  that  emer- 
gency, in  order  tha,t  his  return  might  be  delayed  as  little  as  possible,  Lieut, 
Smith  was  able  to  keep  a -perfect  check  on  the  Major*  s -position,  although  the 
trouble  passed  and  the  forced  landing  -proved  unnecessary.  Lieut.  Hegenherger 
flew  to  Louisville  and  return,  the  other  planes  covering  about  half  that  dis- 
tance before  returning  to  the  field.  Further  tests  will  be  conducted  with  this 
e qui-pment . 

— oOo— 

OVER  A SCORE  OF  RESERVE  OFFICERS  FERRIED  FROM  DETROIT  TO  CHICAGO 

Thred  Transuort  air-planes  were  recently  flown  from  Self  ridge  Field,  Mt. 
Clemens,  Mich.,  to  Chicago.,  111.,  for  the  pur-pose  of  ferrying  22  Reserve  Offi- 
cers to  the  Sixth  Gor-ps  Area  and  taking  -part  with  them  in  the  Corps  Area  raa-p 
-problem.  Selfridge  Field  officers  -participating  in  the  flight  were  Major  Geo, 

H.  Brett,  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Post;  liajor  Gerald  E.  Brower,  Commanding 
the  First  Pursuit  Group;  Lieut.  Harry  A,  Johnson,  commanding  the  94th  Pursuit 
Squadron,  and  Lieut.  John  S.  Griffith,  Operations  Officer  of  the  Field, 

The  return  flight  to  Selfridge  Field  was  made  two  days  later.  All  Reserve 
officers  expressed  themselves  as  highly  enthusiastic  with  air  trans-portation 
for  military  personnel. 

oOo — - 

DISPOSITIOH  OF  '*HA.WAIIAH  PLIGHT"  ARM!  PLAHE 

At  the  request  of  the  Governor  of  Hawaii  that  the  Army  trans-Pacific  air- 
plane, "Bird  of  Paradise,"  be  retained  in  the  Islands,  General  Douglas  MacArthur, 
Chief  of  Staff,  acting  for  the  Secretary  of  War,  has  given  instructions  to  the 
Commanding  General,,  Hawaiian  Department,  that  this  famed  air-plane  be  kept  at  Luke 
Field,  near  Honolulu,  on  exhibition,  until  a -permanent  -place  of  exhibition  can 
be  pre-pared.  This  FoMcer  tri-motored  Army  Transport  plane,  piloted  by  Lieuts. 
Lester  J,  toitland  and  Albert  F.  Hegenherger,  Air  Corps,  from  Oakland,  Calif.,  to 
Hawaii,  June  28-29,  1927,  has  been  in  active  service  in  the  Islands  until  recent- 
ly, when  it  was  -partially  dismantled  and  placed  in  storage  after  several  years  of 
honorable  and  active  service. 
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OFPICSRS  DETAILS!)  AS  STUDENTS  AT  AIR  CORPS  TACTICAL  SCHOOL 


A total  of  26  Air  Corps  officers-  -were  detailed  Ly  War  Department  orders  to 
duty  as  students  at  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School , Afeiot’-ve  11  Field,  Montgomery, 

Ala.  , for  the  1931-1932  course,  reporting;  not  later  than  Sept.  15th  next,  viz: 

’ Majors  Douglas  D.  ITethervood,  Frank  M.  Kennedy,  Capt.  Elmer  E.  Adler,.  Isl  Lieuts. 
Arthur  I Ennis  and  Howaxd  A.  Craig,  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps; Majors 
William  H.  Croin,  Oliver  P,  Echols,  Adlai  H.  G-ilkeson,  Captain  Robert  Kauch  and 
1st  Lieut.  Edwin  R.  McReynolds,  Wri^it  Field,  Ohio;  Ma,jors  George  E.A.  Reinhurg, 
Carlyle  H.  Wash,  Captains  Wm.  0.  Butler  and  Donald  P.  Muse,  Maxwell  Field,  Ala.; 
Major  Delos  C.  Ikmons,.  Office  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Tvashington;  Ifejor 
Harvey  S.  Burwell , University  of  California,  Berkeley,  Calif.;  Captains  Walter 
H.  Reid,.  Houston,  Texas;  Victor  H.  Strahrn,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich,;  Theodore  J. 
Koenig,  Langley  Field,  Va, ;, Lawrence  P.. Hickey,  Post  Field,  Okla. ; 1st  Lieuts, 
linil  C.,  Kiel,  Kelly  Field;,  Alfred  E.  Waller,  Brooks  Field,  Texas;  Morton  H. 
McKinnon,  March  Field,.  Calif,;  Caleb  V.  Ha;mes,  Spokane,  Wash.;  Charles  M» 
Cummings,  Cleveland,  Ohio;,  and  Harold  L.  George,  Hawaiian  Department. 

oOo— 

OFFICERS  DETAILED  AS  STUDENTS  AT  EHGIITEERIITG  SCHOOL 

Under  Special  Orders  of  the  War  Department,  recently  issued,  16  Air  Corps 
officers  are  detailed  as  students  to  take  the  course  of  instruction  at  the  Air 
Corps  Engineering  School,  T/right  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  the  coming  scholastic 
year,  reporting  not  later  than  (Tune  30th.  These ’officers  are  listed  below,  as 
follews;  Captain  Merrick  G.  Estabrook,  Middletown,  Pa.  Air  Depot;  Captain  Frank 
D,  Hackett  and  2nd  Lieut.  Leonard  F.  Harman,  Langley  Field,  Va.;  1st  Lieut. 

Joseph  T.  Morris  and  2nd  Lieut.  Ernest  K.  Warburton,  Self ridge  Field,  Mich,;  1st 
Lieut,  Leslie  P.  Holcomb,  Scott  Field,  111.;  1st  Lieut.  Frederick  M,  Hopkins  and 
2nd  Lieut.  John  A.  Austin,  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  0,;  1st  Lieuts.  Wendell  H. 
Brookley,  Raymond  Morrison,  Donald  F.  Stace , Randolph  P,  Williams,  2nd  Lieuts. 
Charles  A.  Bassett,  Samuel  R,  Harris,  Jr,,  Shelton  E.  Prudhomme  and  Irvin  A. 
Woodring,  Wright  Field,  Ohio. 

oOo 

LIEUT.  ROYAL  B.-  LEA  DIES  AFTER  LONG  ILLNESS  ' 

First  Lieut.  Royal  B.  Lea,  Air  Corps,  died  at  the  Ba,se  Hospital,  Fort  Sam 
Houston,  Texas,  Sunday  morning,  Ifey  17th,  after  a long  illness.  He  underwent  an 
operation  during  December,  and  soon  afterwards  was  relieved  from  the  hospital 
and  granted  sick  leave.  Another  operation  was  performed  on  May  15th, however, 
from  which  he  did  not  recover.  Funeral  services  were  held  on  May  18th  at  the 
Kelly  Field  Chapel,  a formation  of  planes  taking  part  in  full  military  honors, 

Lieut.  Lea  entered  the  Army  Dec,  15,  1917,  as  a Flying  Cadet,  being  commis- 
sioned a 2nd  Lieutenant  May  12,  1918.  In  July,  1920,  he  was  commissioned  a 1st 
Lieut,  in  the  Air  Corps,  Regular  Army,  He  served  two  years  in  the  Philippines 
and  for  a number  of  years  comi’sahded  the  Airport  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where  he  won 
praise  from  officials  for  his  efficiency  of  command.  During  his  four  years’  ser- 
vice at  Kelly  Field,  Lieut,  Lea  served  a.s  Personnel  Adjutant,  Post  Adjutant  and 
Operations  Officer,  besides  numerous  other  details. 

Lieut,  Lea  was  born  in  Knox  City,  Texas,  in  1895,  He  is  survived  by  his 
parents,  Mr.  and  ttcs.  A.L.  Lea,  of  that  citj^;  a brother,  Ulric  Lea;  his  widow 
and  three  children.  His  untimely  death  was  a severe  shock  to  his  many  friends, 

— .oOo — - 

CRISSY  FIELD  ACTinTIES 

The  month  of  April  saw  a great  deal  of  activity  at  Crissy  Field.  Everybody 
lias  been  working  nij^it  and  day  getting  ships  and  equipment  ready  for  the  Maneuvers 
and,  in  conjunction  v/ith  this,  we  finished  our  aerial  gunnery  and  carried  on  our 
different  cooperative  missions  with  'other  branches  of  the  service,  from  the 
Canadian  bopder  south  along  the  pacific  Coast  to  Mexico.  One  flight,  under  the 
command  of  2nd  Lieut.  P,  0,  Brewer,  with  a personnel  consisting  of  2nd  Lieuts. 
Kenneth  C.  Brown,  A.C.;  T.A.  Smith,  A.C,  Res.,  as  Observer,  and  Lieut.  H.R.l'^StlACe, 
Wash,  N, G.,  as  photographic  officer,  reported  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  Ft. 
Worden  on  Apr,  14th  to  observe  the  Coast  Artillery  fire  at  that  station.  The 
firing  covered  a period  of  two  days.  Very  excellent  results  were  obtained  and 
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a tv70-yja.y  radio  com-rranicat Ion  was  oorducted,  continuin,'^  tietween  the  tv'o  ships 
and  the  ground  station  at  Ft,  Worden, 

On  April  17th,  the  flight  reported  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  Ft.  Lewis,  ' 
Wash.,  to  perform  cooperative  work  with  the  9th  and  10th  Field  Artillery,  The 
work  consisted  of  directing  Artillery  fire  and  trying  out  different  formations 
of  the  Artillery  in  defense  against  aerial  attack.  Photographs  were  taken  of 
these  different  formations  for  the  information  of  the  officers  concerned. 

Moving  south  to  Vancouver ,' Wash. , on  April  22d,  the  flight  reported  to  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  Vancouver  Barracks  for  a two-day  maneuver  with  the  Infantry 
regiment  at  that  post. 

On  April  27th  hoth  planes  Sta.rted  for  Crissy  Field,  'One  of  the  planes 
developed  a leaky  ^,s  tank  at  Montague,  which  is  in  a very  rough  part  of  the 
country  near  Mt.Sliasta,  The  plane  landed  at  Montague  and  stayed  over  night, 
taking  off  the  next  day  and  splitting  the  flight  into  80-mile  hops  and  flying 
on  the  auxiliary  tank.  This  was  quite  a job, as  a number  of  the  places  where  it 
was  necessary  to  land  for  gasoline  had  no  facilities  for  gasing  at  the  field  and 
it  required  a whole  day  to  m.ake  a 2^-hr.  flight, 

oOo 

NM  . INSIGNIA  FOR,  MITCHEL'S  FIRST 
By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 

The  "flying  one*^  insignia,  which  has  been  sported  by  the  First  Squadron  at 
Mitchel  Field  for  as  long  as  we  can  r<5ineraber,  was  finally  discarded  in  favor  of 
a new  and  a much  more  elaborate  ornematlt  at  ion  designed  by  Lieut,  R.C,  Y/ilsoh,  ■ 

The  new  insignia  is  gay  with  color;  something  to  do  with  the  rays  of  a j 

rising  sun  and  a spear -armed  herculean  gentleman,  who  peers  diligently  and  stead- v 
fastly  into  regions  somewhere  in  the  distance.  Here  are  the  opinions  of  several  ; 
bright  lads  at  Mitchel  Field:  ii 

"The. First  Squadron  is  flashing  its  new  Squadron  insignia  of  symbol.  It  ; 
accurately  depicts  McCulloch  (Squadi’on  Comnander)  in  the  foreground  anxiously 
scanning  the  escutcheon  from  afar  for  Indians  who  are  invisibly  a,pproaching  on 
bare  buffalos ' *backs.  Mulligan  and  Shipley  are  both  cast  in  the  role  of  the  5 
Indians  and  are  just  slightly  out  cf  the  picture.  All  this  is  boldly  supported  ; 
by  a blotch  of  glaring  color  in  the  background  representing  the  North  Star, 
which. played  such  an  important  P'Urt  in  the  rise  and''.fall  of  Bethlehem,  and  to  ' 

which  crisis  this  Squadron  contributed  so  much;  in  fact,  got  its  "FIRST"  start,"  ]; 

And  then  this:  "We  have  been  puszled  for  some  time  by  the  'new  First  Squad-  j! 
ron  insignia.  It  is  an  abysmal  brute  (still  McCulloch,  I guess)  carrying  a 
spear  in  one  hand  and  shading  his  eyes  with  the  other,  as  if  peering  intently  | 

into  the  horizon  while  the  sun's  ra^’'S  are  coming  up  in  back  of  him.  It  is  the  i, 

opinion  of  some  that  he  is  standing  in  front  of  Squadron  Operations  looking  down  ' 
the  line  to  see  if  the  doors  of  the  Engineering  Hangar  are  open.  But  why  the 
spear?"  ' , , 

*The  bison  is  the  insignia  of  the  99th  Squadron,  also  at  Mitchel  Field.,  : 

oOo- — 

PURSUIT  ASSISTS  IN  OPENING  OF  .^.ANS-A1/*ERICAN  AIRLINES 

The  1st  Pursuit  Group  recently  assisted  in  the  opening  ceremonies  «f  the  ■ \ 
Trans -American  Airlines,  which  company  is  now  operating  on  schedule  rurts  from 
Cleveland  to  Detroit  and  Detroit  to  Chicago,  On  the  morning  of  April  1st,  two  ; 
Loening  Amphibians,  carrying  officials  of  the  company,  made  the  initial  trip 
from.  Cleveland  to  Detroit.  The  First  Pursuit  .Group,  of  four  squadrons  of  fif-  f 
teen  airplanes  each,  commanded  by  Major  Gerald  E.  Brower  in  a Ford  Transport, 
met  the  Amphibians  near  Pelee  Point,  Ontario and  escort-ed''them  to  Detroit.  ; 

Major  Brower  controlled 'the  Group,  by' radio , and  during  the  timie  of  escort  ' 
and  subsequently  over  Detroit  and  arouid  the  Municipal  Airport  the  movements  | 

of  each  of  the  squadrons  was  directed  by  radio.  Major  Brower's  orders  and  the  il 
program  that  followed  was -picked  up  and  broadcasted  over  WJR  in  Detroit, 

Major  George  H.  Brett ,'  Commanding  Officer  of  Selfridge  Field,  met  the 
Group  over  the  .Municipal  Airport , where  all  ships  landed  after  escorting  the  ■.  | 
Amphibians  to,  their  base  on  the  Detroit ' River.  The  pilots  were  guests  of  the  _ 
Trans-American  Airlines  for  luncheon,  ' . 

-: — oOo ; 


l^TOTES  nOM  AIR  COUPS  FIELDS 
— — ooOoo 

Larxff3.e.y  Field,  Va,  , May  8th; 

96th  EomLardment  Squadron;  The  news  for  this  period  is  lacking  in  items 
to  make  it  interesting  or  sensational.  Routine  training  was  the  menu  for  the 
past  two  weeks, 

Lieut,  J.P.  Eyan  returned  from  Chanute  Field  married  - as  were  several  of 
his  classmates,  , . 

49th  Bom'bardraent  Squadron;  The  following  Reserve  officers  received  further 
active  duty  until  Aug,  16,  1931,  completing  an  eighteen  months  tour:  Lieuts. 

V.M.  i^rne;  T.L,  Taylor;  A.B.  Duice;,  G.V.  Freiourger;  E.D.  Shannon;  F.A,  Wilgus; 
R.W.  Clifton;  H.  McLelland;  T.Q.  Graff ; , R'.P.„  Doolittle;  S,J.  lOLUig. 

Lieut,  Jack  W.  Wood  reported  for  dut^^,  from  Chanute  Field,  w^.ere  he  completed 
the  course  in  armoiment. 

This  squadron  has'  the  honor  this  year  of  flying  the  West  Point  Cadets  while 
they  are  here  for  suramar  training.  An  intensive  schedule  is  being  prepared  for 
their  benefit,  ... 

20th  Bomibardment  Squadron:  On  Apr,  17th,  this  squadron  made  a cross-country 
flight  which  lasted  until  the  23d  of  April,  We  hit  Atlanta,  Ft,  Penning,  Ma.X“ 
well  Field,  Chattanooga  and  Pops,  Field,  It  was  a good  trip  but  was  jnarred  by 
the  burning  of  two  ships  at  Pope  Field,  IT.C, 

The  purpose  of  the  flight  was  to  furnish  Bombardment  elements  for  the  con- 
centration of  A-ir  Forces  at  Ft  .Banning,  Pursuit  from  Selfridge  Field  and  At- 
tack from,  Ft. Crockett  were  also  there,  so  it  was  a regular  reunion,.  Everybody 
was  a bit  vague  about  which  side  he  was  on,  but  also  sure  that  the  side  he  was 
on  - Red  or  Blue  - was  going  to  win  the  war,  , . ... 

Three  ships  of  the  Twentieth  pulled  a night  attack  on  Penning  and  theoret- 
ically destroyed  it.  Tlie  searchlights  caught  only  one  and  the  pilot  was  trying 
to  see  how  close  he  could  corne  without  getting  caught. 

On  the  way  back,  we  dodged  rain  storms  on  Cixattanooga  and  the  next  day 
went  around  one  going  to  Pope  Field.  At  Pope  Field  a stray  spark  and  a high 
'wind' cost  us  two ‘ships.  Every  man  had  at  least  one  singed  eyebrow,  and  Lieut, 
Burnside  was  so ‘covered  with  extinguisher  foam  that  he  looked  like  a bottle  of 
milk,  Lieut.  Charles  W.  (Okey)  O'Connor  came  home  in  a barrel. 

Back  at  Langley  we  have 'been  flying  Grou.p  formations  and  initiating  surveys 
ever  since.  The  formations  are  pretty  good  and  .everybody  is  looking  forward  to 
the  maneuvers  to  see  how  good  the  others  are, 

San  Antonio  Air  Denot . Duncan  Field.  Texas,  Apr.  27th; 

Col,  G,C,  Culver  (A.C.),  G.S.C.,  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Staff,  G-4, 
Washington,  piloting  a 3T-2B' plane,  landed  at  Duncan  Field,  Apr,  22d,  for  a visit 
to  the  Air  Corps  ’Training  Center  in  connection  v/ith  miatters  of  Air  Corps  and 
Signal  Corps  supply  therefor,  Wiiile  on  this  m.ission,  he  visited  this  Depot  and 
was  greatly  interested  in  examining  the  various  phases  of  the  Depot's  work.  Col, 
Culver  took  off  from  this  Field,  April  25th,  on  his  return  journey. 

Capt.  A.B.  McDaniel  of  .the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  while  on  a 
recent  visit,  to  Kelly  Field  in  connection  with  the  1931  Air  Corps  Demonstrations 
and  Command  and  Staff  Exercises,  dropped  in  at  this  Depot  on  Apr.  27th  to  pay 
his  respec'cs  to  the  Depot  Comiiiander,  He  v/as  accompanied  by  Mr.  Farmington,  of 
the  Curtiss-'Jright  Corporation,  v/ho  was  on  a visit  to  Fort  Crockett,  Galveston, 
Texas-,  checking  up  on  the  endurance  qualities  of  A-3B  fuselages  under  the  cli- 
matic conditions  of  that  station,  . . 

Orders  were  received  for  Lieut  .-Colonel  A.W.  Robins,  o-'.rr  Commanding  Officer, 
to  proceed  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  to  participate  in,  the  1931  Air  Corps  Demonstrations 
hnd  Command  and  Staff  Exercises,  in  which  he  is  to  command  the  31st  Transport 
Group  (Provisional), 

Capt,  Edwin  C.  Gere,  Q.M.C.,  of  the  Office  of  The  Quartermaster  General, 
while  in  this  vicinity  on  matters  pertaining  to  new  construction,  was.  a visitor 
at  this  Depot  in  that  connection  on  April  27th,  accompanied  by  Capt.  A.S.  Harri- 
son, Q.M.C.,  of  Ft,  Sam  Houston,  Constructing  Quartermaster  for  various  stations, 

A recent  happy  event  came  as  a surprise  to  the  friends  of  1st  Lieut,  Edward 
'7,  HarbeckjJr,,  of  this  Depot,  on  his  return  on  Apr,  16th  from  a leave  of  ab- 
sence, upon  learning  of  his  marriage  on  April  4th  to  Miss  Olive  Corrigan,  of 
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San  Antonio,  Their  honeymoon  was  spent  in-Few  Orleans,  and  upon  their  return 
to  this  station  the  happy  couple  were  the  recipients  of  innumerahle  felicitations. 

On  April  25th,  1st  Lieut.  Aiiies  S.  Alhro  was  transferred 'from  this  Depot  to 
Randolph  Field,  Texas,  where  he  is  to  he  the  Chief  Engineer  Officer.  .Lieut, 

Alhro  was  assigned  to  this  Depot  in  Novemher,  1927 ^ and  has  been  on  duty  here  as 
Assistant  Engineer ' Officer,  Although  they  will  'Still  he  our  neighhors,  this 
Depot  sincerely  regrets  losing  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Alhro  from  its  midst,  and  wishes 
them  warmly  T/e  11  in -their' new  location. 

Major  Van  J,  V/eaver,  A, C. Reserve,  of  San  Antonio,  was  on  foi'irteen  days'  ac- 
tive duty 'training  at  this  Depot,  heginning  April  20th,  Major  Weaver,  who  in 
civilian  life  -is  manager  of  The  Tile  Shop  of  San  Antonio,  has  been  actively' in- 
;terested  in  both  commercial  and  military -aeronautics  here  for  a n'umher  of  years, 
and  was  formerly  manager  of  the  M'lmicipal  Airport  of  San  Antonio, 

1st  Lieut.  Lucas  Y.  Beau,  Jr,,  Air  Corps  Instructor  with  the  Colorado  Na- 
tional Guard,  Denver,  was  a visitor  on  Apr,  17th,  ferrying  an  0-17  plane  in  to 
the  Depot . 

1st  Lieut,  Robert  D.  Moor  and  2nd  Lieuts,  E,E.  Yost  and  J,K,  Lacey,  of  Self- 
ridge  Field,  Mich, , piloting  three  P-12  planes  from  the  West  Coast  to  Selfridge 
Field,  stopped  at  this  Depot  en  route  April  15th  to  17th. 

Hdqrs.  A,C.  Troops,  Ft.  Sill,  Okla.  , Apr-,  30th; 

2nd  Lieut.  S.O..  Ross  reported  here  Apr,  ISth  from  Chanute  Field,  tthere  he 
had  heen  talcing  the  course  in  Armament.  . . ' 

Maj,  T,.E.  Larwood,  Flight  Surgeon,  who  was  in  Memphis,  Tenn,  ,•  due  to  the 
death  of  his  father,  departed  for  his  new  station,  Randolph  Field,  Texas,  on 
May  1st.  Maj,  A.T,  King,  M.C,,  is  -the  nev/  Flight  Surgeon  at -Ft.  Sill. 

Lieut,  W.C.  Bryan  was  united  in  marriage  on  April  25th  to  Miss  Sally  Smartt, 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo,  Three  planes  were  scheduled  to  fly  to  St.  Louis  for  the  event, 
hut  were  rained  out.  The  Squadron  wishes  "Christy"  many  happy  landings,  eto. 

The  seven  officers  and  seve-.Q  enlisted  m.en  from  this  station  designated  to 
attend  the  maneuvers  are:  Maj.  L.H,  Brereton,  Capt.  L.P,  Hickey,  1st  Lieut.  C.E. 
Shankle,  2ncl  Lieuts.  R.I,  Dugan,  C,K,  Moore,  H.B.  Fleming  and  J.M.  Joplin;  Mr, 
Sgt,  W.A.  Wilson,  Tech.Sgt.  W.B.  Townsend,  St.Sgt,  Griffis,  Sgts.  Paul  Leon- 
herger  and  W.A.  Carter,  Cpl.  E.A.  Brown  and  Pvt.  D,B,  Crouse, 

2nd  Lieut,  Desmond  Murphy,  A.C.  Reserve,  of  Chesterton,  Ind, , reported  to 
this  station  for  active  duty  with  the  1st  Balloon  Co. 

The  Air  Corps  boxing  teams  wound  up  the  season  in  third  place  in  the  Ft, 

Sill  Tournament  with  three  champions,  as  follows:  Pvts.  F.G.  Crom,  W.T.  Duke 
(Light-weight)  and  Pvt.  i'*-. L,  Richardson  (Heavy), 

Three  teams  of  pilots  were  sent  from,  this  station  to  check  a strip  map  he- 
tweenyDallas , Texas-,  and  Muskogee,  Okla,  The- map  was  found  to  he  so  erroneous 
that  it  hap- been  divided  into  sections  for  a- thorough  checking.  Several  more 
teams  will  he-  sent  out  before  'the  work  is  complete. 

On  Friday,  Apr.  3d,  nine  pilots  from  this  station  made  a night  cross-coun- 
,-try  flight.  Leaving  Post  Field  at  8:00  P,M.  , they  flew  a nine-ship  formation 
to  Hensley  Fiqld  at  Dallas  Texas,  arriving  there  at- 10:00  P.M. , after  flying 
over  Dallas  :aad  Ft ..  Worth.  The  planes  landed  out  of  a Lufherry  Circle  with  the 
aid  of  flares  and  wing  lights.  The  flight  hack  was  made  individually,  the  first 
plane  leaving  Dallas  at  3:00  A,M, 

Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  -Texas , May,  1951: 

1st  Lieut,  C.B.  McDaniel,  pilot,  wifh  Sgt.  Harrow  W.  Pine,  mechanic,  left 
San  Antonio  May  12th  to  convey  a detachment-  of  enlisted  men  of  Kelly  Field, 

Texas,  to  Ft.  Sill  and  Tulsa,  Okla,;  St,  Louis,  Mo.;  Dayton,  Ohio;  Chicago,  111.; 
Middle,town,Pa, New  York,  N.Y,;  Springfield,  Mass.;  Washington,  D.C.;  Ft.  Bragg, 
N.C,;  and  Shreveport,  La.,  where  these  mien  will  participa.te  «in  the  1931  Air 
Corps  Demonstrations,  ' , : . - ■ • • 

Lieut.  Lewis  A.  Dayton, .Adjutant returned  from  a month's  leave  of  absence 
spent  in  .California.  He  was:  ac-companied- by,  his  family,  1st  Lieut,  W.S.  Baker,' 
.Personnel  Adjutant , substituted  for  Lieut . Dayton,  Lieut.  0.^L.  Rogers,-  Command- 
ing Officer  .of  the  58fh  Service  Squadron,  proceeded  to  Middletown,  Pa.,  to  pro- 
cure a new  training  plane  (O^-J)  for  Brooks  Field,  Lieut,'  Rogers -was  accom- 
panied  by  Mo’s,  Rogers  as  far  as  Dallas,  where  she  is  visifing  friends,  and  the 
genial  Lieutenant  himself  was  granted  a three-day  leave  of  absence  to  visit  his 
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parents.  Capt , C.E.  Austin,  Qua,rterinaster , returned  to  duty  after  a month’s 
illness,  .during  which  time  he  was  -confined  in  the  Ft. Sam  Houston  Base  Hospital,.. 
Capt.  Austin  reports  that,  he  is  yery  rnach, -iinproyed  in  health. 

Lieut,  E.G-.  Johiison  established  , a .good  record  as  a "suhstitute"  in  import- 
ant details  of-  duty,-  Following  his  detail. as  Assistant  Operations.  Officer,  sub- 
stituting for  Lieut,  A.F.  Glenn,  who  was  ill  at  Ft,  Sam  Houston  Base  Hospital, 
Lieut,  Jolmson  was  detailed  to  duty  to  command  the  58th  Service  Squadron,  during 
the  absence  of  Lieut,  '0,L.'  Rogers,  regularly  in  command., ^ .... 

1st  Lieut,  L.L,  Koontz,  Commanding  Off icer ,■ List  School  Squadron,  was  a 
member  of  the  Battle  of  Flowers  parade,  April  24th  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  being 
among  the  Shriners  who  formed  one  of  the  marching  contingents, 

Tlie  Array'-navy  Courier  recently,  carried  a personal  sketch  of  Capt,  E,W,  Raley 
on  his  gradua,tion  from  the  Weber  Law  School,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  one  of  the  larg- 
est of  the  Southwest.  Capt,  Raley  has  now  passed  his  bar  examinations,  and  is  a 
full  fledged  lawyer,,  ready  to  hang  the  proverbial  shingle. 

The  main  topic  at  Brooks  Field  is  "the  move  to  Randolph"  , and  rumors'  are 
running  rife  concerning  when,  and  iiow  - but  mostly  when.  And  for  once  there  are 
not  the  slightest  indications  as  to  the  correct  answer  to  this. 

Baseball  has  occupied  the  center  of  the  stage  in  the  field  of  sports  at 
Brooks  Field.  .The  58th  Service  Squadron,  after  suff ering , defeat  at  the  hands 
of  the  62d  Service  Squadron,  8 to  4;  trounced  the  51st  School  Squadron,  10  to  8 
and  the  46th  School  Squadron,  8 to  2,  The  62d  Service  Squadron  added  another 
victory  to  their  credit  by  defeating  the  51st  School  Squadron,  5 to  1,  The 
last  named  team  also  met  defeat  at.  the  hands  of  the.  52d  School  Squadron,  6 to  1, 
but  achieved  the  distinction  of  making  the  first  triple  play  of  the  season. 

The  11th  School  Group , Headquarters  defeat.ed -the  46th  School  Squadron,  8 to  5. 

Cadot  .Detachment.  Notes:  One  of  the  San  Antonio  sheiks  was  recently  under- 
stood to  have  remarked  that  if  all  the  Flying  Cadets  were  laid  end  to  end,  it 
would  be  a very  good  thing.  It.,  alwaj^'s  makes  one  bit'oer  to  lose  his  best  girl, 
doesn’t  it? 

To  date  the  .Flying -Cadet  Baseball  Team  boas.ts  of  six  games  won  out  of  eight 
played.  Lieuts.  Knapp  and.  Freeman,  who  are  guiding  its  .destiny,  say  that  they 
are  seeking  new  fields  to  conquer.  The  Letaclmnent  is  certainly  proud. of  their 
showing.  . . . • 

In  keeping  with  all  of  the.  best  traditipns  of  the  Lecachment,  an  evening 
of  dancing  was  held  at  the  Officers’,  Club,  April  18th.  The  committees  on  dec- 
orations and  refreshments  f-iinctione.d  perfectly  and  reports  have  it  that  a "good 
time  was  had  by  all",  Rothrcck  seems  to  have  courted  Terpiscliore  with  more 
attention  than  he  has  paid  to  the  calories . At  any  ra,te,  one  of  the  ladies  re- 
marked that  if  he  flew  like  he  coanced,  he  should  be  at  Kelly.  Lieut,  and  Mrs. 
Knapp,  were  the 'guests  of  honor. 

There  e,re.  rumors  that  the  record  of  eleven  washouts,  in-  one  day  has  never 
before  .been  equalled,  ITe  are  all  hoping  that  it  will  .not  be  exceeded  - not.  re- 
peated again,  Wednesday,  was  a very  .bad  day  for  all  concerned,  ^ 

Lower  classmen  Briscoe  and .Perring  had  a slight  accident  at  "A"  Stage. 

They  were  taxying  and  got  too  close  together. 

Groans  of  sorrow  and  remorse  emanating  from  the  upper  class  boys  were  heard 
recently,  due  to  the  ccmpletion  of  Ground  School,  Buzzer  practice  is  still  be- 
ing held  for  certain  members  of  the  class,  however. 

Star  Keller "late  of  the  October  class" , writes  that  he  is  taking  some 
courses  in  Ground'  School  from  civilian  instructors  ■’which  he  hopes  will  qualify 
him  for  re-admission,  Ih-eryone  likes  Keller  and  hopes  that  our  "average  student" 
may  be  with  us  again  soon, 

Burke  and  Benn  seem  to  be  champions  at  the  ancient  barnyard  pastime, 

Burke  throws  ringers  and  Benn  lays  the  horse-shoes  close  to  the  peg, 

Luke  Field.  T.H. . March  24th; 

Flying  training  for  the  month  consisted  of  aerial  gunnery  and  bombing, 
aerial  navigation,  inter-island  flying,  cros s-coiu.it ry  flying,  night  and  forma- 
tion flying  and  radio  comraunica.c.',.ons. . 

Capt,  and  Mrs.  FranI-:  H.  Pritchard,  1st  Lieut , and  Mrs.  Carl  W,  Pyle,  1st 
Lieuts.  Benjamin  F,  Griffi.n  and  Walter  T.  .Meyers,v.A.C. , departed  on  the  USAT 
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CAlvIBRAI  for  diitv  on  the  maiiiland,  Capt , Pritc?nard' being  assigned  to  Ft.  Sill, 
Okla.;  Lient,  Griffin  to  Ft.  San:  Houston,  Texas;  Lieut,  Pyle  to  March  Field, 
Calif.,  and  Lieut.  Meyers  to  Chanute  Field,  111, 

72d  Bombardment  Squadron;  1st  Sgt.  "Jinimy’'  Hill  took  a forced  vacation  this 
month  due  to  being  quarantined  for  Scarlet  Fever,  Staff  Sgt.  "Speed"  Aubree  has 
been  acting  1st  Sergeant  and  is  getting  an  ample  supply  of  training  for  track 
by  making  the  Orderly  Room  - Post  Headquarters  run.  1st  Sgt.  Hill  is  just  "itch- 
ing" to  get  back  to  work.  (Believe  it  or  not.) 

The  Squadron  is  in  the  midst  of  baseball,  having  won  three  games  and  lost 
one.  We  have  hopes  of  coming  out  on  top  this  year,  as  the  team  is  rambling  along 
in  tip-top  shape.  Pvts.  Thornton,  McGill  and  Starnes  are  working  out  with  the 
Sector  Boxing  Squad  preparatory  to  the  much-1 ooked-forward-to  Sector-Schofield 
championship  bouts.  The  72d  Squadron  furnished  a large  percentage  of  the  Luke 
Field  Boxing  Squad,  which  cleaned  up  the  Sector  this  year,  having  more  men  on 
the  Squad  than  any  other  Squadron. 

23d  Bombardm.ent  Squadron;  Somebody  wants  to  know  what  the  Air  Corps  does 
besides  fight.  Well,  the  23d  Squadron  fights  some  more.  The  three  figJiters  of 
this  squadron  are  "Baldy"  Bresnor,  bantamweight;  "JMle"  Miller,  light-heavy- 
weight, and  Bernt  Balchem,  middleweight.  Although  Bernt  Balchem,  cousin  to  the 
great  Aviator-explorer,  arrived  too  late  to  contribute  much  to  the  1105  points 
amassed  by  the  Lulce  Field  Boxing  Squad,  he  is  expected  to  keep  up  the  family 
name  next  year. 

As  a result  of  1st  Sgt,  Jolm  P.  Grimrae's  work  in  procuring  time  for  extra 
"push  and  pull"  sessions  with  the  Model  1911,  the  23d  hung  up  an  extra  good  rec- 
ord for  pistol  firing  with  40  experts,  23  sharpshooters  and  55  marksmen, 

11th  Photo  Section;  Upon  the  departure  of  1st  Lieut.  Thomas  M.  Lowe,  on 
the  February  transport  the  reins  of  the  Photo  Section  were  handed  over  to  2nd 
Lieut.  "Eddie"  Rawlings,  "DEEP  SEA  KERO"  and  holder  of  the  "FLYIHG  CROSS".  It 
is  a pleasure  to  have  such  a distinguished  young  officer  as  our  Section  Commander, 

Hot  only  is  the  Section  equipped  with  good  photographers,  but  we  also  have 
good  boxers  in  the  persons  of  "Black  I^ed"  Friend,  who  never  lost  a fight  during 
the  entire  season,  arid  "Little"  Allen, 

Due  to  the  continuous  low  lianging  clouds,  the  KOOLAU  Mountain  Range  has 
never  bean  completely  photographed.  However,  on  March  6th,  there  were  no  clouds 
in  sight,  so  Lieut,  Rawlings  and  Staff  Sgt,  Visbal  set  out  on  a hurried  mission. 
The  range  was  completely  photographed  from  10,000  feet  in  two  hours. 

Bolling  Field,  D.C..  April  50th; 

Lieuts.  Merrick  and  Kimble  recently  returned  from  a cross-country  trip  to 
Panama.  They  flew  a C-4A  Ford  and  had  as  passengers  Secretary  and  Mrs.  Payne, 
Sgts,  Hukill  and  Marstin,  From  testimony  given  by  members  of  the  party,  the 
trip  must  have  been  one  of  great  interest. 

We  have  two  new  officers  on  the  Post  to  replace  Major  Clark  and  Capt. Myers. 
They  are  Capt.  Harry  Montgomery  and  1st  Lieut.  Hobart  R.  Yeager.  We  hope  they 
will  like  their  new  post. 

The  duck  season  is  over.  We  lost  both  of  our  OA-2  Amphibians.  One  of  them 
went  to  Self ridge  Field  and  the  other  one  to  Miller  Field. 

Bolling  Field  now  has  'its  own  post  paper,  "The  Flying  Dome",  It  is  pub- 
lished semi-monthly  and  affords  much  pleasure  to  its  readers. 

The  roads  at  Bolling  Field  were  in  such  poor  condition  that  cars  could 
scarcely  be  driven  over  them  without  being  jarred  loose.  However,  we  nov/  have 
one  new  road  and  the  other  one,  along  the  flying  line,  is  under  construction. 

The  Post  is  also  being  beautified  by  the  planting  of  trees  and  shrubbery  on  the 
lawns . 

Preparations  are  now  under  way  for  the  Maneuvers  during  the  latter  part  of 
May.  Bolling  Field  will  be  "the  busy  place"  during  that  time. 

4Qth  Div,  Aviation.  Calif.  Hat'l  Guard,  Los  Angeles.  Apr.5Qth;' 


Congratulations  are  hereby  extended  to  Maj.  Eldo  A.  Peterman  upon  his  pro- 
motion to  that  rank,'  effective  April  6th,  Maj,  Peterman  on  the  same  date  as- 
sumed command  of  the  115th  Observation  Squadron,  40th  Division,  vice  Lt.-Col. 
John  H.  Jeffers,  who  is  assigned  to  Staff',  40th  Division.  Maj.  Peterman  has 
been  with  the  40th  Division  Aviation  since  its  inception,  and  this  popular  and 
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efficient  officer  is  assured  of  the  lojral  support  of  the  officers  and  men  uf 
this  organization,  ..  . • 

Lieut,  John  Noe  wan  transferred  to  the  Kansas  City  Base  of  Trans continehtal- 
Western  Air,  It  is  hoped  that  in  a short  time  he  may  return  to  this  squadron, 
as  we  greatly  miss  hi.s  genial  disposition  and  flying  ability. 

Night  flying  equipment  was  received  and  installed  on  our  BT-l,and  several 
pilots  have  taken  advantage  of  clear  nights  lately  to  brush  up  on  their  night 
landings  and  flying,  ' : 

The  following-named,  officers  were  selected  to  represent  this  squadron  at  the 
Air  Corps  Field  Exercises  at  Dayton  in  May:  Capt.  George  Sherwood,  Lieuts,  John 
Sewall,  Paul  Wliittier  and  Richard  Hoffman;  and  Lieut,  Janaes  Carroll,  A.C.,  unit 
instructor.  Enlisted, personnel  will  fil  1 the  passenger  coclppits,  but  have  not 
yet  been  definitely  selected.  The  flight  is  scheduled  to  leave  this  station  on 
May  13th  in  5 0-38*3,  'under  the  command  of  Capt.  Sherwood. 

We  are  advised  that  a very  high  honor  has  been  accorded  to  Lieut.  Leonard 
E.  Thomas  of  this  squadron.  On  April  22d,  at  San  Francisco,  Lieut.  Thomas  was 
installed  as  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  the  State  of  California.  This  is  an  unusual  tribute  to  the  ability  and  qual- 
ifications of  this  officer,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  he  is  only  32 
years  of  age,  ' ■ 

Operations  and  Section  Leaders  have  been  in  a huddle  lately  working  out 
preliminary  plans  for  the  suirmer  campaign  at  Camp  San  Luis  Obispo.  To  date  it 
appears  that  the  best  efficiency  can  be , attained,  by  assigning  3 0-38 's  for  forma- 
tion and  radio,  2 0-58 's  for  g^uinery.  and  bombing,  1 BT-1  for  cross-country  and 
night  flying,  1 02-H  for  j.notography,  and  the  2 0-17 's  for  special  and  command 
missions.  Actual  flying  operations  will  probably  be  carried  on  from  8 to  12  AM,  . 
and  from  1:30  to  3 PM.,  each  day  of  camp.  Three  communications  team.s  are'being 
developed  for  better  ship-to-gro'und  contact.  Message  pick-up  is  being  practiced, 
as  are  also  formation  flying  and  other  tactics  essential  to  a smooth  operation 
with  the  other  branches.  Realizing  the  desirability  of  closer  contact  and  un- 
derstanding with  other  urdts,  a Liaison  Officer  .has  been  appointed  to  work  with' 
ground  troops.  It  is  hoped  thek  the  development  of  this  work,  under -Lieut,  ‘ 

Gard,  will  result  in  ma?iy  interesting  cooperative  missions,  ^ .. 

18th  Pursuit  Group,  Wheeler'  Field, .Schofield  Barracks ,T .E.  , May  4th; 

Maj.  Frank  C,  Venn,  Medical  Corps,  Flight  Surgeon,  and  1st  Lieut.  John  P,.. 
Kirkendall,  A.C.  , departed  for  the  mainland,  on  transport  "CAI'£BRAI"  on  March  21st', 
Major  Venn  goes  to  Ft.  Crockett  for’d'aty  and  Lie-ut.  Kirkendall  to  March  Field  for 
flying  training,  class  Cormrencing  July  1st.,  Yfe.are  all  pulling  for  Jack  to  get  . 
his  rating.  * 

A further  addition  to  the  Gruap  is  Capt.  Asa  J.  Etheridge,  who  arrived  from 
Selfridge  Field  on  March  _17th  transport.  Capt..  Etheridge  was  assigned 'to  duty 
as  Air  Corps  Stem  ion  Supply  .Officer, 

The  Group  suffered  a severe  loss  in  the  death  of  2nd  George  C.  Baker, 

Air-Res.,  19th  Pursuit  Squadron,  who  w’as  killed  while  flying  an  Aloha  Mission 
for  the  departing  transport  "Cambrai"  on  Mvarch  21st.  Lieut.  Baker  dove-  out  of 
a Lufberry  Circle  and  hooked  his  w'heols  in  the  vvater  as  he  started  to  pull  up. 

His  home  was  in  Hone luFi  and  he  was  on  one  year,' s extended  active- duty,  having 
recently  arrived  from  Kelly,  Field. 

Due  to  the  shortage  of  gasoline  and  to  the  fact  that  the  Squadrons  were 
firing  pistol  record,  the  total  flying  time  of  'bhe  Group  was  only  39.8  hours, 
which  is  far  below  o'or  us.  al  amount..  A great  deal  of  this  time  was  piled  up 
by  the  26th  Attack  Squadron,  which,  combined  with  other  Squadrons  of  the '5th 
Composite  Group  at  Luke  Field,  participated  in  extensive  .maneiivers  during  the 
period  from  Marcn  10th  to  13th,  Re^gular  patrols  were  established  around  ths 
islands  of  Maui,  Molokai  and  Hawaii  .for  cooperation  with  Coast  Artillery  Command 
Post.  The  mane-uvers  culminated  in  an  attack  on  the  island  of  Oahu,  which  was 
defended  by  the  18th  Rirsuit  Group. 

-Lhe  long  awaited  P-12C’s  are  beginning  to  arrive  and,  while  they  are  faster 
than  the  P-12B’s,  they  can  be  rfdxed  in  f.orrnation  pith  them  without  trouble, 

Constru.ction  on  the  qu,artors  for,  the  new  field  goes  on  with  amazing  speed. 
The  NCO  quarters,  officers’,  quarters  a 'd  bachelor  club,  and  the  plan  of  the 
loops  is  plainly  visible  from  the  air, 
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On  Arrai^  Day,  our  contribution  to  tlie  festivities  was  a parade  along  tlie  I | 

water  front,  following  Luke  Field's  bombers.  By  dint  of  much  cursing  and  ; ^ 

"S'ing"  we  followed  them,  biit  it  was  all  done'  standing  in  the  stirrups.  , , 

The  strain  of  being  a father  was  too  imcl.  for  Lieu.t.  Prindle,  who  was-  ' i 

forced  to  take  twenty. days'  leave  due  to  illness,  but  he  is  now  back  again. 

The  play-off  for  the  Staff-Air  Corps'-  Championship  in  baseball  was  between 
the  19th  and  6th  Pursuit  Squadrons,  In  a series  of  three  close  games  the  6th 
triumphed,  winning  the  trophy  for  this  year, 

I»lr.Sgt.  Arthur  Groves,  long -Ist  Se.rgeant  of  the  6th  Rirsuit  Squadron,  who  ' 
is  returning  to  the.- mainland-  on  the  next  boa.t , Was  given  a dinner  bj^  the,  • off icers  ' j 
and  men  of  the  Squadron, 

The  customary  flying  was  performed  by  the  Group,  'the  only  innovation  being 
night  formation  flying  in  P-12'3,  This  had  been  held  up  by  the  failure  of  bat- 
teries to  arrive  from  the  mainland.  The  total  flying  time  for  the  Group  was  ap-  . i 
proximately  560  hours,  . 

A n-'cmber  of  our  athletes  pla.ced  well  up  in  the  Hawaiian  Division  track  meet  1 
held  on  the  25th,  at  the  loth  Field  Artillery  Track.  Pvt,  Krug,  26th  Attack  ; 

Squadron,  broke  the  pole  vault  record  with  a jump  of  11  feet  six  inches,  Sgt, 
Endler  finished  third  in  the  two-mile  run,  I 

The  Post  Baseball  team  uidor  the  capable  coaching  of  Lieuk.  Stribling, 

West  Point  hurler^  of  the  past  several  years,  is  getting  under  way,  pointing  to 
the  opening  on  May  IQth  of  the  Schofield  loop.  The  team  has  played  two  games 
thus  far.  in  their  practice  season,  losing  a heart  breal'er  to  the  Marines  2 to  0 
and  beating  the  Lulie  Field  boys  2 to  1,  The  prospects  for  the  coming  season 
seem  exceptionally  bright,  and  wo  look  for  the  boys  from  ITheeler  Field  to.  pro- 
vide' plenty  of  upsets  in  the  RED  DIRT  league  this  year, 

Luke  Field.  T,H, , A-oril  28th; 

Recent  arrivals  at  this  station  aboard  the  USAT  "St.Mihiel"  on  April  15th' 
were:  Capt,  James  F.  Powell  and  family,  1st  Li cuts.  Donald  D.  Fitzgerald  and 
David  M.  Ramsey  and  families^  2nd  Lieut.  Charles  G.  Williamson  and  family  and 
2nd  Lieut,  Lloyd  E,  Tull. 

1st  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Aiigier  K,  Fester  departed  from  this  station  on  April 
21st  for  their  new  station  at  Ft,  Crockett.,  Texas,  * . ; 

Flying  training  for  the  month  has  consisted  of  aerial  gunnery,  aerial-  bomb- 
ing, cross-country  flying,  formation  flying,  night  flying,  puff  target  missions, 
communications  radio  and  cooperation  with  other  branches  of  the  service, 

72d  Bombardment  Squadron;  On  March  28th  Capt.  Horace  N.  Heisen  was  relieved 
from  daty  as  Squadron  Commn-ader  and  transferred  to  PHieeler  Field.  Every  man  in' 
the  Squadron  regrets  his  leaving,  and  all  hope  to  serve  under  him  again.  2nd 
Lieut.  F.  Edgar  Cheatle  stepped  in  as  the  new' Commanding  Officer  and  kept  the  ' ' • 
good  work  going  until  April  21st,  when  ?ae  in  t-orn  was  relieved  to  talre  over  the  • 
Post  and  Group  Operations  Office,  with  1st  Lieut.  David  M.  Ramsey  relieving  him 
as  Squadron  Commander,  Fnile  Lieut.  Ramsey  has  only  been  with  the  Squadron  a 
few  days,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  he  is  going  to  carry  on  in  the  same  efficient 
manner  as  did  his  predecessors  before  him. 

As  predicted,  the  72d  won  the  lYlieolor  Trophy  for  the  third  consecutive  year 
at  the  annual  Track  and  Field  Meet  held  April  4th.  The  4th  Observation  Squadron 
gave  us  a run  this  year,  but  we  managed  to  nose  them  out  by  a safe  margin. 

We  are  waiting  for. the  new  B-5A's  and  hoping  that  Santa  Claus  will  not  wait 
u.ntil  Xmas  to  give  them  to  us,  because,  "Believe  it  or  not",  we  are  one  of  the 
best,  if  not  the  best. Bombardment  Squadron  in, the  Air  Corps,  As  a matter  of  fact, 
we  v/ill  take  credit  for  being  the  best  to  save  arguments,  (28th  Bombardment  Squad- 
ron please  note.) 

23d  Bombardment  Squadron;  The  command  of  the  Squadron  recently  changed 
hands  with  1st  Lieut.  Jolm  W.  Warren,  Post  Engineering  Officer,  taking  the  place 
of  1st  Lieut.  Angler  E.  Foster,  who  was  transferred  to  Ft.  Crockett,  Texas, 

The  Inter-Squadron  baseball  pennant  is  now  floui’ished  by  the  23d.  We  nosed 
out  the  72nd  Bombardment  Squadron  in  the  championship  game  of  eleven  innings, 
score  6 to  5.  There  is  some  talk  that  Sgt.  Plottenfellow  of  the  72nd  wanted  to 
take  the  pennant  to  Kelly  Field  vjl'ch  him.  We're  sorry  "Hot",-  but  Sgt . . Grimme 
thinks  we  better  put  it  up  in  the  day  room  for  "inspirational  purposes", 

4th  Observation  Squadron;  Recently  four  0-19B's  were  transferred  from  the 
50th  Squadron  to  the  4th,  mal-zing  our  aircraft  strength  twelve  ships;  and  now 
that  we  have  the  ships  and  pilots  to  fly,  recently  came  the  orders  curtailing 
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the  ninTiher  of  flying  hours  to  an  average  of  twelve  hpurs  per  laonth,  per  pilot. 

The  last  news  was  a handicap  to  our  training  program,  Uevertiieless,  the  training 
schedules  were  so  dravm  up  that  'the  maximum  of  tactical  training,  consisting  of 
aerial  gunnery,  photography,  training  for  mosaic  mapping,  cross-country  flying, 
format  ion 'flying  and  night  flying,  was  completed.  We  only  hope  that  the  flying 
limitation  will  pass  sooner  than  the  end  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  as  stated 
in  War  .Department  Orders, 

During  the  «period  of  April  8th  to  14th,  the'  4th  Squadron  acted  as  host  to 
Lieuts.  Jolinsoii,  Wentworth,  Bonner,  Burge  and  Thompson,  all  of  the  Bield  Artil- 
lery, Hawaiian  Division.  These  officers  were  attached  to  the  4th  for  training 
in  the  various  Branches  of  Observation  Aviation.  Daily  talks  were  given  hy 
Lieut.  Gilbert,  and  an  extensive  flight  program  was  drawn  up  along  the  lines  of 
aerial  gunnery,  formation  flying,  circumnavigating  the  Island  of  Oahu,  landings 
on  the  various  emergency  fields  and  high  altitude  flights. 

During  the  Sector-Navy  Boxing  Championship  bouts  at  Bt . ' DeRussy  on  April 
23d,  when  Sector  won  the  championship,  "Al"  Story  of  the  4th,  representing  Luke 
Field,  engaged  the  favorite,  Del  Rosa,  of ‘ the,  Sub  Base  in  the  welterweight  class. 
The  bout  was  the  entire  spice  of  the  card.  St opy' was' presented  with  the  silver 
championship  buckle, -which  reflects  credit  not  only  to  himself  but^to  his 
organization. 

Selfridge  Field,  Mt . Clemens,  Mich.,  April  50th; 

ViThile  engaged  in  a power  dive,  going  at  an  estimated  speed_of  250  miles  per 
hour,  .the  m.otor  of  a P-12C  airiolane,  piloted  by  Lieut,  William  Clements,  27th 
Pursuit  Squadron,  suddenly  ceased  to  function.  Lieut.  Clements  had,  considerable 
altitude. but  was  too  far  southwest  of  Selfridge  Field  to  be  able  to  get  into  it. 
He  therefore  attempted  a landing  in  a field  near  a highway,.,  but  unfortunately 
came  to  grief  between  two  orees  which  suddenly  arose  in  his.  path.  The  landing 
^ar,  propeller  and  wings  of  the  plane  were  considerably  damaged,  and  Lieut. 
Clements,  aside  from  a birnnp  on  the  head,  was  uninjured. 

The  annual  inspection  of  Selfridge  Field  was  made  between  April  20th  and 
22nd,  inclusive,  by  Col.  William  H.  Burt'  and  Ma j . Ernest  J.  Carr,  both  of  the 
Inspector  General's  Department,  and  Warrant  Officer  Charles  R.  Fniston.  As  a 
result  of  the  thorough  and  comprehensive  examination  into  the  activities  of  the 
Post,  Selfridge  Field  personnel  feel  that  the  inspection  was  most  satisfactory- 
in  its  results, 

94th  Pursuit  Squadron, A, C. ; Just  recently  three  new  officers  reported  to. 
Squadron  in  the  persons  of  Lieuts.  R.L.  Sansbury,  A.E.  Baker  and  Joe  S.  Anderson, 
It  so  happens  that  the  latter  is  confined  to  the  Station  Hospital  with  a case  of 
scarlet  fever,  but  we  hope  that  he  will  be  out  on  cutr'  again  in  just  a short 
time.  . ■ 

17th  Pursuit  Squadron;  Daring  the  past  month,  Lieuts.  Hodgson,  Coolidge, 
Maschmeyer  and  Strunk,  Air  Res.,  joined  the  organization  from  Dodd  Field, Texas. 
The  organization  Congratula'ces  these  officers  .on  their  assignment  ®,nd  welcomes 
them  cordially.  • ' ' 

Cross-country  missions  have  been  performed  as  follows:  Capt.  Hoyt  to  Boll- 
ing; Lieuts.  Burns,  to  Chanute;  Heiman  to  Ft. Wayne;  Van  Au!':en  to  Hasbrouck  Heights 
N.J.;  Hixs.on  and  Mas.chmeyer  to  SchOen;  Morgan  to  Zanesville , Ohio  and  Slaght  to 
San  Antonio.  ' ' ' > 

Lieut.  M.W.  Reed  was  selected  to  command  the  Selfridge  detachment  of  seven- 
ty-five men  at  Dayton  during  the  Maneuvers, 

Lieut,  Norman  is  the  third  member  of  our  erstwhile  all-bachelor  organiza- 
tion to  fall  by  the  wayside  within  a very  short  period.  The  new  married  offi- 
cers' quarters,  about  to  be  completed,  must  have  an  influence  on  our  impres- 
sipnable  pilots.  Anyway,  with  a sigh,  we  felicitate  the  bride  and  groom. 

27th  Pursuit  Squadron;  During  April  the  officer  personnel  of  the  27th  Squad 
ron  was , increased  by  six  members.  Lieuts,  Swain  and  Todd,  newly  trained  Pursuit 
pilots,  reported  on  April  1st.  Lieuts.  French  and  Griswold,  old  timers  of  the 
Group  and  recent  gra.duates  of  the  Armament  course  at  Chanute  Field,  reported  on 
the  12th.  Lieuts.  Clements  and  Toulmin,  graduates  of  Pursuit  course  class  of 
July,  1930,  reported  for  duty  on  the  22nd,  These  officers  have  been  on  active 
duty  with  the  22d  Observation  Squadron  at  Maxwell  Field  since  their  graduation, 

36th  Pursuit  Squadron:  The  Squadron  sleuth  reports  tliat  Lieut,  Elliott  was 
seen  in  one  of  Detroit's  leading  outfitters  trying  on  various  bits  of  yachting 
apparel.  This  information,  in  addition  to  the  salty  expressions  that  have 
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crept  into  the  Squadron  Comma.nc;.er ' s conversations  of  late,  leads  us  to  believe 
that  he  has ' some  thin^q  afoot,  or  rather  afloat. 

The  baseball  squad  lias  been  out  limbering  up  and,  from  the  form  shown  in 
the  work-outs  *so  far,  it  looks  as  if  the  36th  will -be  well  talcen  care  of  on  the. 
■diamond. 

The  Squadron  welcomes  Lien.ts.  Donald  L,  Putt  and  Norman  B.  Sillin,  recently 
graduates  of  the  Armament  course  at  Ghanute  Pield,  and  liieuts.  Sldred  L.  Gann,  ' 
Walter  1.  Pharr,  Charles  B.  Harvin  and  Curtis  S,  Smith, Jr.  , nevi^ly  assigned  to 
the  36th, 

Rockwell  Pield,  Coronado.  Calif,,  May  6th; 

In  a ceremony  followed  by  an  aerial  review  of  Armj''  Pinrsuit  and  Bombing 
planes  at'Rocko/ell  Pield  on  Apr.  16th,  Major-G-en.  Malin  Craig,  Corps  Area  Com- 
mander, presented  the  Army.’s  Distinguished  Plying  Cross  to  2nd  Lieut.  I. A.  Wood- 
ring, A.C.,  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Sqdn.  Before  the  presentation,  General  Craig, 
accompanied  by  Lieut. - Col,  B.K.  Yount,  Post  Commander,  inspected  the  personnel 
and  planes  of  the  field  as  well  as  tha  Rock-well  Air  Depot, 

Col.  O.R.  Wolfe,  Corps  Area  Recxniiting  Officer,  visited  the  post  on  April 
2nd  to  inspect  Recruiting  activities. 

Capt.  P.I.  Gilbert,  Assistant  Corps  Area  Ordnance  Officer,  visited  the  post 
on  April  14th,  to  make  a detailed  inspection  of  all- Ordnance  material.  I 

Army  Day,  Apr.  6th,  was  celebrated  at  Rocla!7ell  Pield  with  appropriate  cere- 
monies. The  shops  of  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot,  as  well  as  the  flying  line,  were 
open  to  visitors  that  day.  • 

Work  on  all  tactical  airplanes  in  the  Depot  requiring  major  overhaul  prior 
to  the  Maneuvers  was  completed,  and  the  planes  returned  to  their  respective  or- 
ganizations, Sufficient  engines  were  furnished  in  order  that  no  engine  changes 
will  be  required  during  the  maneuvers  duo  to  excessive  time,  in  accordance  with-, 
the  nev7  overliauT  policy. 

Third  Attack  Group,  Ft. Crockett,  Texas,  May  13th;  ■ , 

Prior  to  their  departure  on  Maneuvers,  the  Gro-ap  pl-anes  made  two  trips  to 
Kelly  Pield,  Texas,  to  fly  formation  wuth  the  204th  Provisional  Attack  Squadron,  ' 
which  later  joined  the  Group  for  the  duration  of  the  field  exercises. 

The  13th  Squadron  won  the  first  half  of  the  Post  League  by  defeating  the 
90th  Squadron,  8 to  2,  Por  the  first  time  in  years  some  team  besides  the  90th 
or  60th  has  shown  enough  strength  and  ability  to  be  considered  a good  bet  for 
the  Post  title. 

The  60 th  Squadron  is  due  to  show  up  much  better  during  the  second  half. 

Por  some  reason,  they  failed  to  get  organized  and  lost  several  games  before  a 
remedy  was  found.  The  &th  Squadron  started  the  season  with  a bang,  but  were  hit 
by  a cyclone  of  injuries  and  became  so  wealcened  that  it  seemed  alm.ost  impossible  . 
for- them  to  continue.  They  haven't  given  "up,  however,  and  will  be  ready  when 
the  second  half  opens  after  maneuvers. 

The  90th  Squadron  had  high  hopes  that  they  might  repeat  their  triumph  of 
last  year.  At  one  time  they  were  at  the  bottom  of  the  list,  but  three  straight  . 
wins  placed  them  in. a tie  with  the  13th  for  first' place.  It  looked  as  if  the 
"Pair  o' 'Dice"  men  would  repeat.  Then  they  met  the  13th. 

The  Ghost  Outfit  has  been  given  the  brcalcs  all  during  the  season  and  had 
profited  by  them.  In  their  game  with  the  90th,'  they  again  made  use  of  bad  in- 
field errors  that  soon  built  up  a safe  margin  for  the  winners. 

The  standing 'of  the  teams  at  the  end  of  the  first  half  is  as  follows: 

Team  Won  Lost  Pets. Team  ■ Won  Lost'  Pets. 

13th  Squadron  5 2 ,714  60th,.  Squadron  ' 3 4 .428 

90th  Sqiiadron  4 3'  .571  8th  Squadron  ' 2 5 .286 

Lieuts.  Ma-urice  M.  Beach  and  Praidc  P.  Stuart  recently  made  a trip  to 
Proeport , where  thes/-  were  the  guests  of  Coast  Guardsmen  on  a fishing  trip.  The 
affair  was  qixite  successful.  The  catch  included  a 160  pound  June  fish  and  about 
a hundred  pounds ' of  red  snappers. 
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Mitchel  Field,  L. I. .H.Y. .May  15th; 

Lieut ..  Fox'es.t  G-.  Allen,  of  Mitchel'  Field,  finally  scored,  in  a big  way  at. 
that;.  He  is  being  featured  in  a 'syndic.'xt'ed  convic  strip  krnown  as  "Scorchy  Smith”, 
a bit  of  ballyhoo  about  o'',.u  .of  the  Roveh  .Boys  turning  avia.th'r, 

-Mr.  John  C.  ferry,  originator  aiidtperpetrator  of  ;”Sc'.ar'chy"  , recently  made  a 
tour'of  inspection  of  Mitchel . Field  as  the  guest  of  Lieut,  Johi^  T.  Murtha, Jr,  , 
■and  somewhere  in  his  ro-mblings.  ran  across  Allen,  He;  clicked.  . Allen  had  that  . 
necessary  something  which  qualified  him  for  a comic  strip  Air  Co.rps  .li-’u.'tGpant, 
"Scorchy* s”  syndicated  pal,  Lieut.  Allen,  is  one  of  us  boys,  so  treat  him 
with  all  due  respect,  'iYhen  used  ,e,s  a word  of  farewell  fo  Allen,  sqme  meaning' 
is  attached  to  the  oft  used  expression:  "I'll  see  you  in  the  funny  papers". 

Such  an  assertion  a's  "Mitchel  Formations  near  .For  feet  ion":,  ..is  ■exceedingly 
brave  in.  the  most  elite  flying  circles,  • i.e. , First  Pursuit  ..G-rqup,  Aj:isona  Na- 
tional Guard,  etc, , and  particilarly  .st.auncli  in  ,view  of  the-  fact  that  formation 
flying  at  Mitchel,  in  lieu  of  o-..servati.onal  work,  to  be  done  .is  necessarily  ■ rel- 
egated to  a place  of  lesser  impor'oance  in  the  daily  routine,  . :•■■:/ 

Notwithstanding  this  vocational  Ixandicap,  the  lads  have  dug  in  with  a will, 
and  at  the  present  writing  a,re  "vxcheloning"  in  a 'sartorial  manner.  Competition 
between  the.  three ‘ squadrons,  the  First  with  the.  rising  sun;  the  Fifth  V7ith  the 
Owl  on  the  moon  and  the  Ninety-ninth  with  the  nickel's  buffalo,  has  been  in-.,.j 
tense^ly  keen,- They 've,  been  trying  so  hard  to  get  ahead  that  in  their  enthusiasm 
have... often,  beaten  their  leaders  into  the  field.  Such  effort  must  be  recognized. 
It  might  be  .interesting  to  note  that  golf  handicaps  at  adjoining  .Meadowbrook 
and  Salisbury  Clubs  ha.ve  gone  up  from  one  .to  ton  strokes,  and  that  we  have  re- 
ceived indignant  letters  about  the  .inexcusable  lanity  on  the -part  of  the 'Govern- 
ment in  muffling  the  noise  .of  .its .airplane  motors,  . 

Col.  .'and  Mrs,  Charles  A.  Lindgergh  .v/ere  the  .guests  of  Col.  and  Mrs.  John.H. 
Howard  for  luncheon  on  Wednesday,  May  7th.  Major  and  Mrs.  Percy  Moulton  also 
attended.  . , ■ . , • . . ' . ' , • ■ ' 

The  Colonel's  visit  was  for  the  pui’pose  of  teking  his  semi-annu.al  physical 
examination.  ■ Majon  Moulten  of.iiciatcd  in  this  respeet,  and,  Judging  .from '-.the 
resiilts-,  said  that  the  Cc"  >nQl  was.  good. for  at  least - six  months  moiOi^ 

A six-and-a-half-poimd  baby  hoy  v/as  'born ■■  to  Lieut:,  and  Mrs.  R.C 4-  . Wilson  on 
Thursday,  .May  .8th.  Name;  "Charles  E,"  Father  "Him"  .walking  on  air.  . ■•, 

Lieut.  Pr.ent^isq'  .uur.rters  recently,  went  under  t’o.e  hammer  - and  erow-b'ar. 
Lieut,  and  Mrs,  Prentiss  were  r^civen  two  . days  . tc^.  evaiC’.-'a.t o boi’ore  the  'razing .began. 
We  believe  this  to  be  record  time,  Mrs.  Fren'giss , •however , says  she  .doe.sn''t  ' 
care  to  .impro'vQ  on  the. record  Jrxst  m.ade,  ■•  y ■ ■ ' '.I; 

San  Antonio  .Air  lepot . lunca-n  Field,  Texas,  May  .ISth: 

, Lieut. -Col.  A.W.  Robins,  our  Commanding  Off  icer,  . left  liay  10th  for  Layton, 
■Qhio,  to  participate  in- the  1931  .Air  'Gorps  Lemonstrations , in  which  he  will 
comm.and  the  31st  Transport  Gro-'^tp  (prov,).,  the  first  Transport  Group  ever  to  'be. 
employed  in  Army  operations.  Col.  Robins  made  the  trip  in  a new  C-15  hospital 
ship  intended  for  the  Lemonstrations,  piloted  by  Gapt.;  Earl  .Hr  DePord  of.  Kelly 
Field.  With  him  also  as  passe:ager  was  Ca,pt . Edwin  R.  Page,  of  the  Air  Corps 
Materiel  Division,  .returning. to  Wright  Field' from  a month' s':  tempo.r'ary' duts^-  at 
this-  Depot  obtaining  data  on  YlC-14  aarplanes  and  Wright  R-540  engines.  ; •'■■ 
Col.  R.L.  .Da.sher,  Assistant  to  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget, 

Qn  a recent  visit . to  Government ; activities  in'  this  vicinity  in  connection  xvith 
funds  allocated’ for  this  fiscal’ yea-r  and  req_ulremehts  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  visited  this  Depot  on  May  5th,  7th  and  8th,  obtaining  data  on  these 
matters,  . ■ . . . ■ ■■■  .•..■■ 

On  May  12th  Brig. -Gen.  Lexxis  A,.  Bash,  Assistant  •.’tP’-:  The  Q;\.xartermaster  General 
visited  this  Depot  to  confer  on  ,ma,tters  pertaining  t'd  the  Depot ' S' projected  new 
c.onst.ruction, , , . ■.;  ..w  : 

First.  Lieut.  Lucas  7.  .3e'o.u,.  Jr.,.,  A.G.  Inst  nuct.-'or"  .'with  .the 'Colorado  National 
,Gua,rd,  Denver,  accompanied  by  l.s.pt.  .Charles 'W:  Pr';mc.e',‘’ 45th  Division  Aviation, 
Colorado  National  Guard,  -'isit 'd  the  Depot.  April  28th  'to  .May  '2d,  'ferrying  in  'an 
0-17  plane  from  Denver.  They  .left  on  the  return  trip  May- '2nd, -L ferrying  a BT-1 
to  the  Colorado  National  Guard.  •.''■>■ 

•im  2nd -Lieut .Leo  W.  .DoRosi.’er  of  Bracks  Fie]:d,  ferried  a new  yiC-14  plane  to 
this  Depot  on  I\4ay-  8th  from.  the.  ■Foldsor’ Aircraft. cCorp, , this'  plane  being  intended 
for  u.se  .in' the-  Air  Corps  Demcnstratic,;is.’  . . , ■ 
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The  folloT7ing  airplanes  and  engines  were  overhauled  and  repaired  hy  the 
Engineering  Department  of  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot  during  April,  1931t - 

Airplanes  overhauled  - 6 A-3;  1 A-3Aj  5 A-3S;  5 O-DH;  4 0-11;.  1 0-19C; 

3 P-IB;  1 P-ID,  2 P-IE;  2 PW-9C;  1 C-IC;  Total,  31,  Airplanes  repaired  - 8 A-3B; 
2 0-2H;  1 0-2J;  10  0-19B;  1 P-lB;  -3  P-12D;  1 3T-23;  1 YPT-10;  1 C-9;  2 YlC-14; 

^ 1 liS,  total,  31.  Engines  overhauled  - 31  Ciirtiss  D-12;  8 Wright  J-5;' 4 Wright 
J-6;  17  Wasp;  Tota-l,  60.  Engines  repaired  - 14  Liberty;  2 Curtiss  D-12;  3 Wright 
J-5;  Total,  19.  V ^ 

March  Field.  Rivers-ide.  Calif. . ifey  7th; 

On  April  ISth,  Major-Gen.  Malin  Crai-g  arrived  at  March  Eield  by  automobile 
from  Yuma,  Ai*iz,-,  to  maice  an  annual  tactical  inspection  of  fhe  post.  All  activ- 
ities were  open  for  inspection,  and  approximaisoly  150  airplanes  were  lined  up 
on  the  flying  line.  Tne  Plying  Cadet  Detaclarent  presented  a formal  review  and 
he  was  much  impressed  by  the  fins  rai-litary  bearing  and  the  efficient  execution 
of  their  drills,  i'siter  the  inspection,  General  Craig  and  party  were  entertained 
at  a luncheon  at  the  Officers*  Club. 

The  newly-formed  9th  and-'31st  Bombardment  Squadrons  at  March  Eield  were 
■equipped  with  new  0-38*3  in  preparation  for  the  Air  Maneuvers  in  the  east.  These 
two  squadrons,  with  the  11th  Bombardment  from.  Roclcwell  and  the  208th  Bombardment 
from  Aelly  rield,  x^ili  constitute  the  7th  Bombardment  Group,  Major  Joseph  T, 
McHarney , Commandant  of  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Plying  School,  was  designated  as 
Ground  Commander  during  the  maneuvers.  His  staff  consists  of;  1st  ’Lieuts.  Warren 
•Maxwell^,  Adjutant;  Odas  Moon,  Operations;  J.D  Givens,  Intelligence;  Major  Erancis 
Poole,  M.C.-/  Plight  Surgeon,  Capt,  L.E,  Post,  A.C.,  is  commanding  the  9th 
Bombardment,  and  Capt.  Earle  G.  Harper, A. C.,  the  31st  Bombardment  Sq. 

^.issy  Eield.  Presidio  of  San  Erancisco.  Calif , , May,  1931. 

Eor  the  past  two  weeks  Capt . B.G.-  Hill,  Engineer  Corps,  for  the- past  four 
j^'ears  on  duty  with  the  Air  Corps  at  Dayton,  assisting  in  the  development  of 
mapping  cameras,  lia.s  been  at  Crissy  Eield  working  v/ith  the  15th  Photo  Section 
with  nis  new  five  leiis  camera,  mapping  different  areas  in  California,  Owing  to 
the  different  kinds  of  terrain  in  this  part  of  the  country,  it  is  an  ideal  loca- 
tion for  the  making  of  experiments  of' this  kind.  Upon  completion  of  the  work 
Capt.  Hill  will  return  to  Dayton.  ' ■ • 

_ . A flight  of  two  ships,  under  the-  command  of  Capt.  Walter  E.  Kraus,  with 
Lieuts.  H.B.  Grow  and  B.Q.  Tan  Cott,  reported  on  April’  20th  to  the  Commanding  ■- 
Officer  at^Et.  Douglas,  which -.is-  located  near  -Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  and  spent 
four  days  in  cooperative  training  with  t-he  different  Infantry  units  at  that 
point.  There  was  also  another  mission  at  the  Presidio  of  Monterey,  Calif which 
TOs  accomplished  with  one  ship,  with  Lieut.  L.J,  Miller  as-  pilot  and  Lieut'.  J.K. 
Poole  as  observer, 

Langley  Eield.  Va. . May  Idth; 

^_9 uh^ Airship  Company:  The  greater  part  of  the  training  schedule  for  this 
organization  during  the  past  month  was  devoted  to  Camera  Obscura  and  routine 
practice  flights,  though  a few  special  missions  were  also  flown. 

Eollowing  t.ae  final  experimental  flight  on  the  Sub-Cloud  Observation  Car, 
preparations  for  returning  the  Car  to  the  Materiel  Division  for  recommended 
changes  were  made.  , - , 

Observation  missions  with  the  . C.A.C.  ,'Et',  'Monroe,  Va.,  were  attempted  on  the 
13th^and  14th  but  were  not  very  successful,  as  an  almost  continuous  flow  of  traf- 
fic in  the  channels  made  firing  very  dangerous. 

A cross-country  flight  to  Washington  was  made  on  the  16th,  by  ^ieuts.  Paul 
and  McCracken,  Capt.  Willian  J„  Elood,>  O.C.A.'C.,'  then  assumed  command  of  the 
s ip  and  completed  a photographic  mission,  over  the  various  parks  in  Washington'. 

We  hope  to  be  able  to  comirence  bombing  practice  some  time  during  the  earlier 
part  of  May.  All  pilots  of  the  orga-nization'  have  become  quite  proficiont  in 
Camera  Obscura  and  an  excellent  bombing' record  is  anticipated.  ' ' 

squad  this  ycftr  is  making  a strong  bid  for  all-peninsula  honors 
and  has  hopes  of  bettering  the  record  made  by  last  year's  squad.  The  team  has 
won  SIX  and  lost  one  to  date,  having  divided  honors  with  the  strong  Eox  Hill 
team  in  a two  game  series.  The  two  games  played  in  the  Post  Inter squadron  League, 
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so  far  resulted  in  easy  i^ins  over  the  20tli  and  A.C.T.S. 

On  Sunday,  3rd,  the  regulars  took  the  Earapton  "A's”  into  camp  17  to  11  on 
the  Soldiers'  Home  Gromids , while  the  "3"  squad,  not  to  he  outdone,  licked  the 
Tranks  Athletics  16  bo  9.  . • 

•i-n  the  Hampton  g:a.me  the  19bli  met  and  defeated  a team  composed  of  the  very 
cest  hasehall  talent  on  the  peninsula  ^7liO  were  quite  confident  of  taking  us  into 
camp,  hut  the  19th  started  thiiigs  off  with  a hang  hy  gathering  five  runs  in  the 
first  frame  and  were  never  headed,  Collins  and  Spotts  led  the  19th  stickmen 
with  three  out  of  four  each,  wVhle  Erhard  and  Tyrell  hurled  a great  brand  of 
hall. 

Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio.  Texas,  May  21st; 

Capt,  Arthur  'Thomas,  Secretary  of  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School  for 
over  a period  of  three  years,  was  relieved  from  duty  with  the  School  and  placed 
on  temporary  duty  with  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  as  Adjutant  during  the  ab- 
sence of  Capt,  A,.C.  Kincaid,  who  accompanied  tlie  Rirsuit  Group  on  maneuvers, 

MaJ,  Thomas  J.  Hanley,  Jr,,  is  Acting  Commandant  ,of  the  School  while  MaJ, 
F.L,  Martin  is  participating  in  the  Air  Corps  Maneuvers, 

Majs.R.  Ducat  and -S.F.^  Harrison,  Kelly  Field  Surgeons,  accompanied  the  per- 
sonnel participating  in  the  Maneuvers. 

1st  Lieut.  Orvil  A,  Anderson  reported  for  duty  with  the  School  on  May  4th, 
and  was  assigned  to  the  Observation  Section. 

Fairfield  Air  Sepot , Fairfield.  Ohio,  May  1st; 

Diring  April,  major  overhauls  on  eqrdnment  were  made  as  follows:  Airplanes: 
7 0-193,  1 PT-3A,  5 A-3,  2 A-33,  1 PT-1,  l' C-9 , 1 P-5A,  1 :CP-6A,  4 0-25A,  total 
23,  . Engines;  9 H-1340,  10  SH-134-0,  3 H-790.,  4 R-975,  2 V-720 , 12  V-1150 , 

3 V-1570,  5 G'iy-1670,  total  48,  Minor  overhauls  - airplanes  26;  engines,  29. 

. In ’addition,  to  the  above,  the  Engineering  Department  has  been  busy  in  pre- 
paring equipment,  ma:terials,  etc.,  for  the  Maneuvers,  pa,cking  parachutes , pro- 
viding a reserve  of  motors,  instroments , propellers,  goggles  and  other  accessor- 
ies and  equipment,  in  orc.or  to  have  tkiera  on  hand  and  available  for,  issue  when 
needed. 

Eight  flights  were  executed  by  officers  of  the  Depot  as  follows:  MaJ.  A.L, 
Sneed,,  time  o;05;  C8,pts.  Fd\/ard  Laughlin,  1:40;  Hugh  A.  Bivins,  1:35;  Burton  F, 
Lewis,  2:15;  Lieuts.  Melvin  3.  Asp,  1:00;  F.M,  Hopkins, . Jr. , 3:25;  George  V, 
MePike,  2:10  anci  John  A,  Austin,  2:00, 

Maj.  A.L.  Sneed  and.  Col.  LoP,  Goodier , Jr . , attended  the  Air  Show  in  Detroit* 

The  last  party  , of  the  reg^olar  .lYilDir  Aright  Officers'  Club  dance  season  was 
held  at  the.Da.yton  Country  Club  on  the  evening  of  April  25th,  Everyone  attend- 
ing the  party  had  a very  enjoyable  evening. 

Cross-country  flights  were  made  bj'  Ca.pts.  Hugh  A.  Bivins,  Bui’ton  F.  Lewis, 
Edward  Laughlin,  Lieuts.  Frederic}:  M.  ’'.’'o-okins , Jr . , John  A.  Austin  and  George  V. 
MePike.  ' ' 

Numerous  Air  Corps  officers  stepoed  at  the  field  during  the  past  two  weeks 
en  route  to  various  destinations. 

Scott  .Field.  Belleville.  111.,  May  20 th: 

Scott  Field's  pigeon  loft  received  many  additions  dnning  the  .past  .two  months 
and  Sta.ff  Sgt . Max  Brohkhurst  is  waxing  enthusiastic  regarding  the  fine  appear- 
ance of  the  ycing  birds.  He  believes  the  chances  are  excellent  for  ma).:ing  an 
even  better  showing  this  year  than  was  made  in  1930,  The  training  of  the  birds 
is  in  full  swing,  and  Sgt.  Bronldhurst  states  the  speed  they  have  shown  thus  far 
indicates  that  some  of  t’he  birds  will  be  strong  contenders  for  high  honors  in 
some  of  the  big  national  races  later  i.n  the  season. 

The  new  birds  are  certainly  a promising  lot  of  youngsters  and  show  the  re- 
sult of  the  caref'ol  selection  in  breeding  made  by  Sgt.  Bronlrhurst.  He  believes 
it  will  be  hard  to  equal  some  of  his  young  birds,  .either  in  the  display  pens  or 
when  tliey  get  to  showing  t’,Liei.r  iv^cd  in  the,  air,. 

Th.e  loft  was  entirely  remodeled  end  many  necessary  facilities  added  for 
the  training  of  birds  for  flying  and  show  purposes.  These  improvements  have 
attracted  many  of  the  local  hc.mer  fanciers  to  the  field  to  inspect  the  new 
layout , 
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The  pigeoiiG.  received  their  first  competitive  Vv'orkout  of  the  season  on  Mav 
17th,  when  10  "birds  from  the  loft  flew  122  miles  from  Dixon,  Mo.,  in  a race  spon- 
sored "by  the  St. Louis  Championship  Clu'b.  rdiile  the-  results  of  the  race  were  not 
received,  the  local  birds  mads  a showing  whicn  was  very  pleasing  to  Sgt . -Bronlc- 
hurst.  The  first  bird  trapped  showed  a speed  of  1201  yards  per: minute,  and  the 
other  nine  biras  followed  very  closely.  This  speed  was  considered  excellent, 
considering  that  they  were  flying  the  entire  distance  into  a light  advance  wind,  , 
Ten  birds  were  entered  in  another  race  starting  at  Lebanon, Mo.,  a distance 
of  175  miles. 

The  Scott  field  loft  is  presided  with  a motor-cycle,  with  a sidecar, for 
carrying  a large  pigeon  basket,  which  Sgt.  Bronkhurst  has  been  using  consider- 
abljT-  in  the  preliminary  training  of  the  birds.  He  Ims  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  being  carried  in  the  motorcycle,  adversely  affects  the  pigeons.  He  states 
that  birds  released  after  a raotorcj^cle  ride  seem  to^  be  confused  and  taJee  con- 
siderably longer  to  get  oriented  than  birds  which  have  been  carried  in  an  auto- 
piobile.  He  believes  this  adverse  effect  is  caused  by  the  action  of  the  exhaust 
on  the  ears  of  the  pi,':eons,  • ’ 

2nd  Lieut.  George  H.  Bienfang,  15th  Observation  Squadron,  returned  to  duty 
after  being  at  Walter  Heed  Hospital  since  last  August.  Lieut,  Bienfang  suddenly  i 
lost  the  use  of  o:io  e^e  last  summer,  this  being  caused  by  a detached  retina, 

Fnile  the  sight  of  this  eye  ha.s  not  returned  to  norma.1,  Lieut,  Bienfang  appeared 
before  an  examining  board  at  the  Hospital,  and  was  recommended  to  be  returned 
to  duty  as  an  observer, 

Wright  Hield,  Dayton,  Ohio.  May  1st; 

Thirty-one  students  of  the  Senior  class  in  the  Jleronautical  Engineering 
Course  of  Pardue  University,  recently,  made  a three^day  visit  to  Wright-- Eield 
and  Eairfield.  Tiiey  were  quartered  at  Eairfield  during  their  stay,  Capt.  Grand- 
ison  Gardner  welcomed  them  with  an  address,  describing' the  functions  of- the  Ma- 
teriel Division,  and  they  spent  one  of  their  days  in  making  -a  tour  of  the  Wright 
Eield  laboratories. 

Capt.  D.M.  Hooves  reported  at  Wright  Eield  for  duty  on  April  25th  and -was 
assigned  as  Chief  of  the  Technical  Data  Branch.  Lieut.  H.E.  Wells,  whom  Capt, 
Reeves  replaces,  served  at  Eairfield  for  the  period  of  the  Maneuvers, 

Lieut.  C.H.  Caldwell  made  an  extended  flying  Journey  early  in  May  to  Hew 
York  City;  Hartford,  Con::.,;  Suringfield,  Mass,  and  Middletown,  Pa,,  for  confer- 
ence with  the  Commanding  Officers  of  fields  situated  in  these  cities  on  matters 
pertaining  to  the  Air  Corps  Maneuvers,  ' . ' 

Lieut,  P,rl.  Eemmer  ferried  a Stea.rman  IPT-9A  to  Brooks  Eield  and  flew  back 
a YPT-9. 

Several  Wright  Eield  Active  and  Reserve  Officers  attended  the  meeting  of  the 
Contact  Camp  of  Reserve  Cf fleers  at  LgCarne,  Ohio,  May"  2d.  Lieut.  G.E. ' Schulgen 
piloted_  Capts,  Earle  C.  Alloy,  Spec.  He;-;,;  C.D,  McLaughlin,  Air  Res.;  A.E,  Went- 
zel,  Spec. -Res,;  Lieuts.  J.G,  Spatz  and  W.A..  Oswalt,  Spec, -Res.  Capt,  -A.J. 

Lyon  piloted  Cgpt , C.S.  Buchanan,  Spec. -Res.  to  the  meeting. 

Maj.  O.P.  Ecnols  left  Dayton  by  rail  on  May  3d  for  Buffalo,  H.Y,-  to  ferry 
in  the  first  0-1 G from  the  plant  of  the  Curtiss  Company. 

Lieut,  S.R.  Prudhormme  retur;ied  from  Texas  on  May  1st,  ferrying  a YPT-10 
airplane. 

Lieut.  W.G,  Smith  took  off  for  Selfridge  Eield  on  May  5th,  for  conference 
regarding  radio  equipment  for  Pursuit  airplanes, 

Lieut.  Clements  Mclviullen  left  by  ^plane  on  May  3d  for  Roclcwell  Eield  and  from 
there  flew  to  various  other  points  in  the  West  and' Middle-ITest , transporting 
troops  to  bases  in  preparation  for  the  Air  Corps  Maneuvers, 

Lieut,  K.P,  jbish  left  for  Langley  Eield  on  May  11th  for  assignment  with  2nd 
Bombardment  Group  for  the  period  of  the  Maneuvers, 

Lieuts.  C.3.  MciVllister,  C.R,  Cook  and  George  E.  Schulgen  left  for  Middle- 
town,  Pa.,  to  Join  the  Repair  Sqiiadron  for  the  period  of  the  Maneuvers, 

Capts,  J.G.  Taylor  said.  A.W.  Tanaman  returned  from  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  on 
May  9th,  the  former  ferrying  a YO-31.  and  the  latter  a BT-2C  from  the  plant  of 
the  Doirglas  Company, 
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Information  Division  j , toitions  Building 

Air  Corps * Washington,  D.C. 

The  chief  puroose  of  this  jALhlication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  national 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 

Publishers  are  authorized  to  reprint  material  appearing  in  this  publica- 
tion, — loOo— • 

THE  FIRST  PROVISIOML  AIR  DIVISIOH,  1931 
Concluded 

The  first  few  days  after  the  concentration  at  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  brought 
such  poor  weather  as  to  effect  a considerable  curtailment  of  flying  time.  The 
first  flight  was  for  the  purpose  of  training  the  squadrons  not  already  in  regu- 
lar Groups  to  fly  in  such  larger  units,  and  the  Groups  to  fly  in  the  Wings  of 
which  they  were  a pai*t.  On  Sunday;  May  17th,  the  Division  first  flew  as  one 
unit,  although  hardly  as  one  reco^izable  formation.  With  the  low  ceiling  and 
poor  visibility  which  xDrevailed  on  that  day,  the  Wings  were  instructed  to  play 
safe  and  leave  sufficient  interval  to  avoid  possible  congestion. 

The  Composite  Demonstration  Group,  consisting  of  one  Pursuit,  one  Attack 
and  one  Bombardment  squadron,  was-  also  organized.  The  llth  Bombardment  Squadron 
.and  the  13th  Attack  Squadron  had  already  been  chosen  as  representatives  of  their 
respective  branches,  and  at  ^’airfield,  Ohio,  the  .95th  and  the  36th  Pursuit 
Squadrons  competed  to  see  which  one  would  be  chosen  to  re'oresent  the  Pursuit 
branch.  The  competition  was  won  by  the  95th  Squadron,  which  went  through  a de- 
monstration of  aerial  combat'  tactics.  The  36th,  with  its  aerial  exhibition  fly- 
ing, however,  was  very  close  to  winning.  Following  the  choice  of  the  95th,  the 
Composite  Demonstration  Grou-p  practiced  flying  as  one  unit  in-,  perfecting  its 
exhibition  of  aerial  tactics.  ' > 

Monday,  May  18th,  was  devoted  to  another  review  and  a demonstration,  while 
news-pajper  correspondents  and  other  visitors  of  note  were  conducted  through  the 
Materiel  Division  at  Wright  Field. 

Tuesday,  May  19th,  was  the  day  scheduled  for  the  movement  to  Chicago.  Ad- 
vance members  of  the  Division,  who  had  left  Dayton  very  early  that  morning,  were 
barely  able  to  make  the  airports  surrounding  the  city.  A northeast  wind  was 
bringing  in  fog  and  rain  from  the  lake,  and  by  noon  the  weather  was  impassable. 
Had  this  been  in  time  of  war  and  a grave  emergency  existed  demanding  the  move  of 
the  Division  to  Chicago,  this  would  have  been  done,  as  the  Division  could  have 
gone  into  other  airports  sli^tly  more  distant  from  the  city.  Peace-time  opera- 
tions, however,  where  safety  to  personnel  is  a big  consideration,  and  ex-pense 
another  important  one,  prevented  any  such  substitution.  Gas  and  oil  had  been 
contracted  for  at  the  Chicago  airports,  and  to  liave  moved  this  supply  to  alter- 
nate fields  would  have  increased  the  expense  to  a prohibitive  degree. 

All  that  day,  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  the  Division  was  on  the  alert, 
ready  to  take  off  from  Dayton,  while,  the  ]peov)le  of  Chicago,  just  as  eager  to  see 
us  arrive,  waited  patiently  for  the  weather  to  lift.  At  last,  the  order  was  re- 
luctantly given  to  delay  the  move  until  the  next  day.  The  meteorologists  on  the 
Division  s SpfiCfal  Staff  liad  promised  a break'  in  the  weather  by  the  following 
morning, 

Wednesday,  May  20th.  The  'promised  break  in  the  weather  came.  By  Groups 
and  lings  the  move  was  made  to  Chicago.  The  national  Guard  Wing  had  ipreviously 
moved  from  Dayton  to  Cleveland,  and  .they  also  left  Cleveland  and  joined  the 
Division  at  Chicago.  The  bases  at  this  -place  were  as  follows: 

Minicipal  Airport  - Division  Staff. 

Curtiss-Reynolds  Airport  - 1st  Pursuit  Wing  and  3rd  Attack  Group. 

Ford-Lansing  Airport  - llth  Bombardment  Wing  and  21st  Observation  Wing. 

Pal-Waukee  Airport  - 152nd  Group,  22nd  Observation  Wing, 

Shy  Harbor  - 151st  Group,  22nd  Observation  Wing. 

Only  a few  Transport  airiDlanes  went  to  Chicago  for,  owing  to  the  short 
diiiration  of  our  stay  there,  only  one  mechanic  for  every  three  airplanes  was>? 
talcen  from  Dayton. 

Thursday,  May  21st.  A sixty-mile  wind  was  blowing  from  the  West  and  north- 
east at  3,000  feet,  and  even  at  1,500  feet  it  was  blowing  as  hard  as  forty  miles 
an  hour  across  the  path  of  the  Division  on  its  review  flight  down  the  lake  front. 
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Evanston,  flying  in  column  formation 


The  Division  took  off  in  the  middle  of  the  forenoon  and  rendezvoused  west  of 


to  Evanston,  then  turning  and  heading  south 


along  the  water  front.  The  h-impy  air  caused  considerahle  troi^-hle,  especially 
over  the  end  of  the  I^fonicipal-  Pier-j  where  it  flung  the  planes  up  as  if  they  were 
feathers.  Poor  visibility,  caused  by  the  smolce  from  the  industrial  centers, 
prevented  a continuous' fonnation,  as  each  leader  cooild  not  keep  in  touch  with 
the  rear  element  of  the  ]preceding  fonnation.  Nevertheless,  it  was  an  impressive 
spectacle  of  the  size  of  the  Air  Division  which,  with  only  a few  days  of  train- 
ing as  one  unit,  had  moved  to  a new  base  from  rtheir  original  concentration  area 
near  Dayton. 

After  the  review,  the  Demonstration  G-roup  put  on  their  show,  and  the  smoke 
screen  airplanes  laid  their  screens  and  curtain  of  titanium, tetrachloride,  or 
"P.M,  ,”,as'  it  is  called.  'Without  l.anding,  the  main  body  pushed  bn  to  Dayton, 
except  for  the  2nd  Dombardment  Group,  which  was  carrying  locad  newspapermen  and 
photographers,  and  whiqii.  landed  at  the  Ford- Lansing  Airport,  discharged  their 
correspondent-passengers,  and  pi  deed  up  their  crews.  The  Group  then  followed 
the  main  body  to  Ifeyton,  ; The  22nd  Observation  Wing,  which  had  come  the  previ- 
ous day  from  Cleveland,  returned  there  instead  of  proceeding  to  Dayton.- 

^Friday,  May  22nd,  -This  day  had  been  originaliy  scheduled  as  a-  maintenance 
day  in  Nev;  York,  On  accormt  of  the  day*  s delay  on  the  Chicago  trip,,  this  da,y 
was  spent  in  moving  from  the  bases  at  Dayton  and  Cleveland  to  the  new  York  area. 
Except  for  the  outfits  which  went  by  the  northern  route  through  upper  New  York 
State,  the  main  body  of  the  Division  crossed  the  Alle^enies,  some' flying  by 
the  way  of  Pittsburgh,  the  others  by  way  of  Baltimore  or  Washington,  where  stO|)S 
ior  servicing  were  ma,de,  Fortu]iately , good  weather  prevailed  that  day,  and  that 
night  the  components  of  the  Division  were  bedded  down  at  the  following  fields  in 
Nassau  County,  Long  Island: 

I^Iitchel  Field,  Hempstead.  - Division  Staff,  21st  Observation  Wing  and  22nd 
Observation  Wing. 

Curtiss-Wright  Airport,  Valley  Stream  - 1st  Pursuit  Wing, 

Roosevelt  Field  No,  1,  Westbiiry  11th  Bombardment  Wing.  , 

Roosevelt  Field  No,  2,  Mineola  - 31st  Transport  Group. 

Fairchild  Airport,  Farmingda,le  -r  3rd  Attack  Groiip. 

A night  flight  by  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group,  originally  scheduled  over  New 
York,  was  cancelled  and  the  -pilots  enjoyed  an  evening  of  linbroken  rest  after 
the  trip  from  Dayton. 

Saturday^  May  23rd,  New  York*  s millions  awaited  this  day  e&gerlj,  the  day 
on  which  the  grea.test  air  organization  was  to  fly  over  the . greatest  city.  The 
weather  was- changing -for  the  worse  early  in  the  morning.  .Over  New  York  the 
weather  was  fair,  although  a few  rain  squialls  \7Quld  have  given  the  pilots  of  a 
large  formation  something  to  think  about.  However,  up  near  Peekskill,  where 
the  Division  would,  rendezvous,  ■ the.  weather  was  dangerous.  The  New  York  flight 
was  delayed  three  hours,:  the  latest  that  it  -possibly,  could  be  held,  while  all 
awaited  a break  in  the  weather.  This  time  it  was  kinder  than  it  had  been  on  the 
day  the  Division  Waited  to  fly  to  Chicago,  for  at  about  two  o’clock  it  cleared 
enough  to  warrant  the  flight-.  : Tactical  units  took  off  and  flew  about  points  over 
Westchester  and  Long  Island's  north  shore  until  the  proper  time,  when  they  cut 
across,  and  met  up  the  Hudson' River  at  a rendezvous  uoint,  then  turned  and  headed 
down  the  River,  over  the  new  recently  dedicated  George  Washington  Bridge  and 
along  Riverside  Drive  until  the  Battery  was-  reached. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Demonstration  .Grou-p  had  been  going  through  their  demon- 
stration over  the  Floyd  Bennett  Air-port,  the  new  Municipal  Air-port  \7hich  was 
being  dedicated  upon  .the  occasion  of  the  Air  Division’s  flight  over  the  city.  ^ 

The  demonstration  flying  was  completed  when  the  Division  terminated  their  review 
by  -passing  in  review  over  the  grandstand  at  the  Airport  upon  which  were  seated 
the  Mayor  and  his  staff  of  officials.  While  the  21st  Wing  was  landing  at  Mitchel 
Field,  the  22nd  Wing  landed  at  the  Munici-pal  Air-port  to  thus  kill  time  on 
grcfund  and  conserve  gas  and  energy.  When  the  22nd  Wing  had  landed  and  cleared 
the  airdrome,  the  21st  flew  over  and  landed  in  its /turn,  ■ 

Sunday,  May  24th,  With  fine  weather  ahead  of '"it, ‘the  Division  ^raoved  its 
base  to  the  New  Engla'nd  area.  This  was  a short  move  and  \T/as  made  without  inca  en 
Except  for  the  9th  Observation  Group  ; (home j station  Mitchel  Field),  v/hich  "hase  3 
the  IvRinicipal  .Airport  at  East  Bostpn^v,  the  components^, of  the  Division  establis  © 
their  bases  at  the  following  Tplaces:  ot  + n-h 

Bowle-s,- Agawam  Airport,  near  Springfield  - Division  Headquarters,  21st  0 s 
vation  Wing  minus  9th  Group,  1st  Pursuit  Wing,  11th  Borabardnient  Wing, 
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Springfield  I.fanicipal  Airport  - 31st  Transport  Group. 

Rentschler  Field,  Pratt-Whitney  Airport,.  East  Hartford  - 3rd  Attack  Group. 

Brainard  Field,  Hartford  - 22nd  OlDservation  TTing, 

Rentschler  Field  at  East  Hartford  was  dedicated  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
Third  Attack  Group  there.  Bowles  Field  accommodated  the  largest  number  of  air- 
planes of  any  one  airport  during  the  entire  operations  of  the  Air  Division,  411 
plaiaes  of  all  types  spending  the  ni^t  at  that  place. 

Mon(^y,  May  25th,  Again  poor  weather  do'gged  our  steps.  Off  to  the  East 
toward  Boston,  the  weather  looked  fair,  but  to  the  westward  there  was  every  in- 
dication that  the  fog  raij^t  shut  down  and  close  off  the  Division  from  returning 
to  their  bases  after  the  Boston  fli^t,  scheduled  for  this  day.  Shortly  before 
noon,  however,  the  weather  lifted  and  started  to  clear  off,  and  the  flight  to 
Boston  was  held  as  scheduled. 

The  main  review  was  flown  off  City  Point,  although  several  thousand  people, 
who  went  to  the  Municipal  Airport  -despite  the  instructions  published  in  the  news- 
papers that  the  point  of  vantage  was  off  City  Point,  were  disappointed  and  saw 
little  of  the  flying  except  for  the  smoke  screen  plane  which  performed  for  their 
benefit , 

The  Demonstration  Group  also  performed  for  Boston,  then  landed  at  the  Air- 
port where  the  -personnel  remained  for  several  hours  and  had  lunch.  The  9th 
Group,  which  had  rendezvoused  i,7ith  the  Division  and  -participated  in  the  review, 
left  the  Division  and  continued  to  Portland,  Maine.  They  were  bound  for  an  over- 
ni^t  stay  at  Albany.  After  lunching  at  Portland  and  following  their  take-off, 
bad  weather  cut  off  the  squadrons  of  the  Group.  One  Squadron  landed  at  Fort 
Ethan  Allen,  Vt.,  and  the  other  two  at  TOiite  River  Junction,  where  they  spent  the 
ni^t.  After  a few  hours  at  Boston,  the  Demonstration  Group  returned  to 
Springfield  and,  before  landing,  staged  another  demonstration  of  45  minutes  over 
the  Springfield  Airport,  . 

. Tuesday,  Jfey  26th,  This  day  marked  the  return  flight  to  New  York,  which  was 
made  via  Albany  and  the  Hudson  River  Valley,  The  Division’s  main  body  was  joined 
by  the  9th  Group  near  Albany,  and  then  -proceeded  down  the  Hudson,  passing  in  re- 
view over  West  Point,  where  1200  Cadets  assembled  to  witness  this  great  spectacle. 

Upon  reaching  New  York,  the  units  repaired  to  the  sites  previously  occupied 
by  them  on  Long  Island, 

Wednesday,  May  27th,  This  day's  flight  was  made  down  the  coast  to  Atlantic 
City,  where  the  Demonstration  Grou]p  landed.  The  main  body  of  the  Division  then 
turned  and  flew  to  Trenton,  then  tumed  again  and  headed  east  for  Long  Island, 
passing  over  the  po-pulous  section  of  New  Jersey  on  their  return  home.  The  Demon- 
stration Group  flew  in  its  usual  demonstration  of  aerial  battle  tactics,  then 
returned  directly  home.  That  night  a dinner  ims  tendered  the  officers  of  the 
Division  by  the  City. 

Thursday,  Jfey  28th.  This  was  maintenance  day,  the  first  one  the  Division 
had  during  the  entire  progress  of  the  exercises.  It  was  a day  spent  in  checking 
up  equi-pment  and  air-planes  very  carefully  and  making  the  necessary  repairs  or 
adjustments.:  Most  of  the  personnel  enjoyed  a good  day’s  rest,  well  earned, 

Friday,  May  29th.  On  this  day  the  Division  moved  from  its  Long  Island  bases 
along  the  air  route  to  the  Washington  area.  The  Division  column  turned  about 
Philadel-phia,  and  the  Demonstration  Grou-p  units  left  the  Division,  landing  at 
noon  for  a brief  stay.  After  staging  their  usual  demonstration,  they  continued 
on  their  way.  The  rest  of  the  Division  continued  on  its  way,  with  component 
units  detaching  themselves  as  certain  -points  were  reached.  The  22nd  Observation 
Wing  landed  at  its  new  base  near  Wilmington,  Del.  While  -passing  over  Baltimore, 
the  Third  Attack  Group  drop-ped  out  and  landed  near  there.  The  Pursuit  Wing  land- 
ed at  Bolling  Field,  and  the  Transports  attached  to  this  Wing  unloaded  their  pas- 
sengers and  supiplies  there  and  then  pulled  out  for  another  base.  The  bases  of 
the  various  organizations  while  in  the  Washington  area  were  as  follows: 

Bolling  Field,  D.C.  — Division  Headquarters  and  1st  Pursuit  Wing, 

Langley  Field,  Va.  - 11th  Bombardment  Wing,  21st  Observation  Wing. 

Logan  Field,  Dundalk,  Md,  - 3rd  Attack  Group, 

Bellanca  Field,  Newcastle-Wilmington,  Del.  - 22nd  Observation  Wing. 

Middletown  (Pa. ) Air  De-pot  - 31st  Transport  Group. 

Tnis  was  the  longest  "front”  along  which  the  Division  had  been  based,  being 
about  220  miles  in  length  from  Langley  Field  to  Middletown  on  the  Susquehanna 
River,  The  closest  concentration  was  at  Dayton,  with  Wright  and  Fairfield  aliwjst 
adjacent  to  each  other,  and  the  largest  number  of  airplanes  at  any  one  field  was, 
as  before  stated,  at  Bowles  Field,  near  Suringfield. 
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Saterday,  May  30th,  Decoration  Day.  Oii  this  day  the  final  demonstration 
and  review  of  the  let  Air  Division  wa.s  held.  Fine  weather  prevailed.  There  was 
no  trouble  in  coraniiini  cat  ions  from  Division  Headquarters  to  the  outlying  units,  j 
and  the  entire  Division  rendezvoused  near  QP-antico,  'Va.,  the  Marine  Co37ps  base, 

The  column  then  flew  up  the  Potomc  to  Leesburg,  Va. , turned  and  headed  down  the 
River,  passing  the  reviewing  stand  on  the  Memorial  Bridge  by  the  Lincoln  Memorials 
at  noon,  shortly  after  the  Deiiionstration  Groun  liad  comoleted  their  exhibition 
fli^t. 

As  the  Division  cleared  the  reviewing  stand,  the  Pursuit  Wing  turned  and 
made  another  flight  past  it,  waiting  for  the  air  to  clear  of  planes  over  Bolling 
Field,  after  which  it  landed  there.  The  other  Wings  and  Groups  returned  to  their 
previous  bases,  with  the  exception  of  the  9th  Group,  which  continued  directly  to 
its  home  station  at  Mitchel  Field,  as  did  several  of  the  Hationai  Guard  flights 
whose  home  stations  \7ere  within  a comparatively  short  distance  of  Washington. 

So  ended  the  activities  of  the  1st  Air  Division,  Only  the  journey  back  to 
the  home  stations  of  the  various  components  reraadned  to  be  flomi.  Again  bad 
weather  intervened  and  prevented  the  return  on  schedule  of  some  of  the  organiza- 
tions headed  over  the  Alle^enies.  The  '91st  Squadron  got  only  100  miles  from 
Bolling  Field,  bound  for  Crissy  Field,  San  Francisco,  when  they  were  forced  to 
land  at  Cumberland  on  account  of  rain  and  fog.  A National  (kiard  plane  era  died 
up  at  Uniontown,  being  forced  to  land  on  account  of  weather  on  a golf  course 
nearoy.  Finally,  however,,  all  the  units  of  the  Division  reached  their  home  sta- 
tions without  further  incident.  The  final  chapter  was  written,  and  the  facts 
and  figures  could  be  sriinmod  up.  Some  of  these  -were  as  follows; 

Airplanes  participating  in  Exercises  ----------------  6S7 

Depot  Transports  ilot  moving  with  Division  - --  --  --  --  --  --  8 

Airplanes  moving  with  Division  -------------------  659 

Airplaues  damaged  bqyond  economical  re’pair  - - — - 3 

Pilots  injured — — — 3 

Passengers  injured  2 

Fatalities  - o 

Aircraft  (or  pilot)  flying  hours  - approximately  ---- — 38,000 

Miles  flown  at  average  ciuising  oeed  ------------  4,000,000 

Personnel  - Officers - 692 

Flying  Cadets  ------  i -----  - - ,,69 

Humber  of  off  icer.s' ^d  cadets  actively’ engaged- d's  720 

Enlisted  Men  644 

Civilians ' 14 

Squadrons  - Pursuit ______ 10 

Observation  -------------------  17 

Bombardment  7 

....  Attack  - 4 

■ - . Transport  - --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  - 4 

■Tlie  lessons  learned  from  the  Exercises  cannot  be  stated  as  tritely  as  the 
above.  . Specific  details  are  difficult  to  enumerate.  Many  of  the  problems  en- 
countered are  undergoing  study  aiid  recommendations  of  the  sections  concerned  at 
the  time  this  is  being  written.  Suffice  it  to  say,  no  radical  changes  will  be 
effected  as  the  resuLt  of  these  Exercises. 

The  inclusion  of  Flying  Cadets  and  Rational  Guardsmen  in  the  Division 
spoke  well  for  the  che^racter  of  their  training.  These  Cadets  had  not  yet  com- 
pleted their  course  of  flying  training  and  had  not  j^'et  won  their  wings.  To  the 
majority  of  the  Rational  Guardsmen  their  military  flying  activities  were  in  ad- 
dition to  those  throu£^i  which  they  earned  their  living.  R'evertheless,  the  part 
they  played  in  the  Exercises  demonstrated  their  ability  to  ta]ce  their  place  in 
an  active  combat  unit  should  a national  emergency  arise. 

At  the  'p^ssent  time  the  Air  Corps  has  no  organization  as  large  as  a Wing 
in  active  operation,  and  the  only  opportunity  for’ isolated  squadrons  and  groups 
to  take  their  part  in  a larger  organization  is  during  such  exercises  as  these. 
Participation  in  large  units  necessitates  the  speeding  up  of  all  action  with  a 
mdnimum  of  lost  motion  and  time.  Toward  the  end  of  the  Exercises  the  Wings 
were  taking  about  one- third  of  the  time  originally  spent  in  clearing  the  air- 
drome upon  take-off  or  landing. 

For  years  the  Materiel  Division  of  the  Air  Corps  at  fright  Field,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  has  been  working  towards  reliability  and  ease'  of  maintenance  of  Anny  air- 
craft and  aircraft  engines,  Tlie  close  schedule  demanded  of  our  operations 
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could  never  have  been  carried  out  hut  for  the  successful  result  of  this  work  of 
the  past  looking  to  the  dependability  of  equipment.  The  few  mechanics  - and 
there  viexe  far  less  than  the  absolute  minimam  of  one  per  engine  on  operations  . 
in  the  field  - could  never  Have  kept  the  airplanes  and  their  power  plants  in 
perfect  trim  unless  they  had  been  designed  and  constructed  by  practical  engin- 
eers who  understood  the  problems  of  the  mechanic. 

There  was  an  overstock  of  s-pares  left  at  various  bases  after  tlie  passage 
of  the  Division,  due  to  this  very  fact  of  dependability  and  absence  of  breakage; 
far  fewer  replacement  -parts  being  used  than  it  was  anticipated  would  be  needed 
and  which  were  -provided. 

In  general,  the  commercial  airports  used  by  units  of  the  Division  were 
adequate  in  size  and  in  layout.  It  should  be  remembered  that  very  large  numbers 
of  air-planes  would  never  be  based  at  any  one  airdrome  in  time  of  war  near  the 
front,  or  where  such  airdrome  rni^it  be  subjected  to  enemy  bombardment.  Hence 
the  majority  of  airports  are  large  enough,  although  in  some  localities,  as  in 
the  Washington  area  for  instance , there  are  hardly  enough  airoorts'  to  fill  the 
needs  of  a large  air  organization  basing  around  that  area. 

Hegularly  installed  servicing  equi-pment,  of  course,  was  not  sufficient  for 
the  number  of  airplanes- drop-ping 'in  at  the  various  commercial  airports  but,  suf- 
ficient notice  having  been  given  of  expected  arrivals,  airport  O'perators  and  the 
companies  supplying  gas  and  oil  were  able  to  add  enough  temporary  personnel  and 
equipment  to  take  care  of  our  needs.  It  could  hardly  be  ex-pected  that  an  air- 
-port  regularly  handling  five  airplanes  per  hour  would  have  the  extra  equipment, 
lying  idle, to  take  care  of  five  or  ten  times  that  number  of  airplanes- -per  hour. 
Until  such  time  as  a larger  number  of  ambulance  air-planes  are  in  service,' 
it  will  be  necessary  to  convert  ti-oop  and  su-pply  trans-ports  for  ambulance  -pur- 
-poses.  This  was  done  in  six  minutes'  time,  removing  seats  and  replacing  them 
with  litters.  While  -units  were  o'oerating  from  one  airdrome,  one  Transport  air- 
plane per  airdrome  was  generally  converted  for  that  -period  and  stood  in  readi- 
ness for  any  hospitalization  flight  it  might  be  called  upon  to  perform. 

The  question  of  Transports  is  an  inroortant  one.  Without  them  the  Air  Divi- 
sion could  not  O'perate  satisfactorily,  and  this  holds  true  for  any  mobile  air 
unit.  Mechanics  and  su-p-olies  cannot  be  carried  in  single-seater  Pursuit  -planes; 
they  cannot  always  be  carried  in  two-seater  Observation  and  Attack  -planes  - at 
least  not  in  the  two-seaters  in  time  of  war,  when  the  service  typd  planes  are 
manned  by  their- regular  flying  crews.  Hence  the  need  of  Trans-ports  in  carrying 
raechardcs  and  sup-plies  along  with  the  various  units.  ' • ' 

It  was  found  ex-pedient  to  trans'port  half  the  mechanics  of  Pursuit  units 
ahead  of  their  squadrons  to  pre-pare  the  new  base  fo-r  the  arrival  of  the  tactical 
planes.  The  other  half  would  remain  behind  to  "mop  up"  after  the  departure  of 
their  outfits,  th®n  follow  when  the  latter  were  well  and  safely  on  their  way. 

It  was  also  found  absolutely  necessary  to  rely  on  the  good  graces  and  the  cooiper- 
ation  of  the  civilian  -population  along  the  route.  Chambers  of  Commerce  -paved 
the  way  for  our  coming  in  a handsome  fashion.  Representatives  of  the  Division 
notified  these  commercial  organizations  of  what  they  wo'uld  need,  and  these  needs 
were  furnished.  The  Air  Division  was  welcome  wherever  it  went. 

A great  deal  lias  been  ?/ritten  in  the  -past  by  members  of  the  Services,  who 
at  one  -place  or  another  found  a hostile  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  civilian 
population  to  the  members  of  the  armed  services.  The  Air  Division  found  no 
such  attitude  at  any  place  where  it  stopped.  If  the  civilian  poxmlation  v;as 
glad  to  have  the  Air  Division,  the  Air  Division  was  no  less  glad  to  show  the 
people  a bit  of  what  training  the  Army  Air  CorxDS  was  undergoing  in  the  inter- 
ests of  Rational  Defense  - the  insurance  of  the  people  of  this  country  against 
outside  aggression.  ■ " 

oOo— 

An  aerial  "Aloha"  was  extended  to  Prince  and  Princess  Takamatsu  of  Japan 
upon  their  recent  arrival  at  the  Port  of  Honolulu.  A total  of  56  airplanes  from 
Luke  and  Wheeler  Fields  circled  over  the  liner  "Chichibu  Mara"  as  she  ax)-peared 
from  the  northeast.  The  -planes  were  led  by  Lieut  .-Colonel  Gerald  C.  Brant, Wing 
Commander,  and  consisted  of  15  Observation,  15  Attack,  8 Bom'bardment , 18  Pursuit 
and  2 Sikorsky  xJianes.  As  the  formation  ;passed  Ahua  Point,  they  were  joined  by 
18  Ravy  -planes  from  Pearl  Harbor,  under  command  of  Commander  Wayne  Tod.  The 
total  number  of  planes  in  the  formation  (74)  made  up  the  greatest  dis-play  of  air 
force  seen  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  since  the  last  Army-Havy  Maneuvers  of  1925, 
and  awakened  imich  comment  from  the  civilian  community. 
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COICPILATIOIT  of  three  more  of  the  seven  new  Air  Corps  strip  maps  being  pub-  i 
lished  tnis  year  has  been  conrpleted  by  the  Army  Engineers  Heproduction  j 

Plant  and  turned  over  to  Lieuts.  Ifetrold  G-,  Peterson  and  Elvin  E.  Maughan 
for  fli^t  check:. 

These  new  maps  diverge  from  Midland,  Texa,s,  to  El  Paso,  Texas;  Dallas,  Texas, 
and  Port  Sill,  OLclahoma.  Tbe  coimpilations , which  are  still  in  the  form  of  blue 
line-drawings,  were  made  from  available  information,  and  the  check  will  be 
carried  out  similar  to  that  recently  completed  by  the  above  named  officers  on 
the  four  strips  in  Southern  California  and  Arizona,  viz;  Los  Angeles-San  Diego, 

Los  Angeles- Yuma,  San  Diego-Phoenix  and  Phoenix-Eogales.  The  Los  Angeles-Yuma 
map  is  one  of  the  seven  new  strius.  ! 

On  this  first  expedition,  considerable  aid  was  obtained  from  local  informa- 
tion, such  as  county  and  auto  club  maps,  it  being  considerably  easier  at  times  to 
check  these  than  the  strips  themselves,  particularly  the -old  strips.  The  plane 
being  used  on  this  work  is  a Fairchild  photographic  type  from  Mitdiel  Field.  At 
Wri^t  Field  it  was  fitted  up  with  drafting  boai^s,  one  for  the  pilot  as  well  as 
for  the  observer,  and  other  equipment. 

Work  was  begun  on  the  Los  Angeles-San  Diego  strip  on  the  first  of  February.  | 
The  flying  time  on  the  four  maps,  covering  approximately  46,000  square  miles, 
was  134  hours  and  45  minutes.  With  the  cabin  plane  and  supercharged  engine  it 
was  found  practicable  to  do  most  of  the  checking  at  an  altitude  of  from  8,000  to 
15,000  feet,  both  from  the  standipoint  of  plane  performance  and  working  condi- 
tions, including  visibility,  as  weather  conditions  in  that  section  were  very  guod. 
Only  five  days  were  lost, due  to  weather,  of  the  fifty  spent  in  Arizona  and 
California.  The  average  flying  time  for  each  day  flown  was  3 hours  and  58  minutes. 

The  bases  of  operations  in  California  were  at  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado, 

Calif.;  Griffith  Park  AiSptort,  Los  Angeles,  the  station  of  the  115th  Observation 
Squadron  of  the  California  National  Guard,,  and  March- Field,  Riverside,  Calif. 

In  Arizona,  stops  vrere  made  at  Yuma  and  at  Phoenix,  with  the  main  base  at  Tucson. 
At  all  of  these  fields  the  Army  airmen  were  given  all  consideration  and  assistance 
possible. 

Since  returning  to  Washington,  Lieuts.  Peterson  and  Maughan  have  been  work- 
ing with  the  Engineers  Reproduction  plant  on  the  revision  and  publication  of  the 
maps  checked,  and  on  changes  to  be  incornorated  in  future  maps  to  be  published. 
They  are  also  cooperating  with  the  Naval  Hydrographic  Office  and  the  Department 
of  Commerce  with  the  object  in  view  of  attaining  as  much  uniformity  as  possible 
in  the  three  sets  of  maps  published. 

oOo 

NIGHT  FIRING  IN  HAWAII 


An  interesting  test  of  the  effectiveness  of  night  firing  by  catteries  of 
3- inch  guns,  50-Cal.  and  SO- Cal.  machine  guns,  and  by  Infantry  platoons  was  held 
recently  at  Fort  Kamehameha,  The  "enemy"  was  represented  by  stationary  floating 
targets  anchored  at  various  ranges  from  the  firing  points  and  illuminated  by 
searchlights  of  various  types;  star  shells,  airplane  flares,  and  by  automobile 
headlights,  in  an  endeavor  to  ascertain  what  kind  of  illum.ina-bion  gave  the  best 
results  from  a target  practice  standpoint. 

Several  hundred  officers  and  enlisted  men  watched  the  test  with  mudi  inter- 
est, as  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  same  types  of  target  and  conditions  of  vis- 
ibility might  obtain  in  time  of  war.  The  flares  dropped  by  the  airplanes  from 
Luke  Field  were  the  old  tjpe  parachute  landing  flares,  which  had  been  in  storage 
for  some  time.  To  everyone’s  surprise,  they  f-unctioned  very  v;ell,  lighting  up 
the  surface  of  the  sea  for  hundreds  of  yards  in  every  direction.  As  a means  of 
lighting  up  sea  targets  for  shore  gunnery,  however,  the  airplane  flare  tests  were 
not  very  satisfactory,  as  the  brisk  northeast  trade  winds  carried  the  flares 
rapidly  away  from  the  stationary  targets.  However,  as  one  Air  Corps  officer  was 
heard  to  remark  - "Well,  a 2,000--pound  bomb  wouldn’t  drift  away^"  whereujjon  con- 
versation languished. 


■ — -oOo 

The  Commanding  Officer  of  Luke  Field,  T.H. , presented  the  Wheeler  Trophy  for 
track  and  field  to  the  72nd  Bombardment  Squadron  after  the  Mother’s  Day  services 
on  May  10th.  This  marked  the  third  consecutive  year  this  organization  has  won 
the  Trophy, 


.J 
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PTJIlS,LT:m3  VISIT.  CAI^ADIAIT  CITIES  ' ' 

The  First  Parsrait  Grooip  retarned  from  tlie  Air  Corps  Mgiieuvej's  along  the 

iksteni  Seaboard," via  Kingston.  Ontario,  and  the  94th  Squadron  stoi^ped  at 
Brantford  after  t^  completion  of  the  visit  of  the  Grooip  to  Kingston.  The 
stop  at  Kingston  was.  at  the  invitation  of  the  Flying  Club  of  that  city, which  for 
the  past  three  years,  has  invited  flints  from  this  G-roup  to' participate  in  the 
ceremonies  incident  to  tihe  celebration  of  the  King’s  bii^thday  on  June  3rd, 

Arriving  at  Kingston,  the  G-roup,  flying  in  four<- squadron  formation  and  led 
by  Major  Brower,  circled  over  the  city  for  a few  moments  before  landing.  Captain 
Victor  H.  Strahm,  who  had  arrived  a few  hours  ahead,  contacted  the  Group  by 
means  of  radio  and  directed  the  landing. 

As  soon  as  the  planes  were  staked  down"  and  covered,  the  officers  and  men 
were  ushered  into  waiting  busses  and  proceeded  to  town.  That  night  the  personnel 
experienced  a pleasant  relief  after  the  long  fli^it  from  Washington,  D.C.  Offi- 
cers  and  men  were  quartered  in  the  several  hotels  of  the  city,  and  as  soon  as 
the  officers  had  donned  their  last  remaining  white  shirts, they  were  taken  to  a 
stag  dinner  at  the  Country  Club.  After  dinner  the  ladies  were  waiting  for  a 
dance  at  the  Yacht  Club,  while  Ifeyor  Wright  of  Kingston  held  open  house  for  all 
of  the  officers. 

The  next'  evening  at  a dinner , two  most  attractive  mementoes  of  the  occasion 
were  presented  to  the  officers  of  the-  Group.  One,  a pure  white  miniature  model 
of  a ni  Moth,  was  presented  by  the  Flying '-Club , and  the  other,  a very  beautiful 
cup,  was  presented  by  Mayor  Wri^t.  Heedless,  to  say,  when  the  time  for  take-off 
came  on  the  morning  of  June  4th,  all  members  of  the  Grou'p  hated  to  leave.  Our 
Canadian  friends  had  again  demonstrated  that  they  were  perfect  hosts. 

The  Group 'serviced  at  Buffalo,  where  the  pilots  were  ^ests  of  the  ‘Curtiss 
Company  and  the  Consolidated  Company  at  an  excellent  luncheon  served  at  the 
Buffalo  Field  and  Gun  Club,  The  Group  then  proceeded  to  Brantford,  Ontario, where 
the ^ 94th  Squadron  was  detached  and  landed.  This  squadron  had  paid  Brantford  a 
visit  last  year,  and  before  the  pilots  were  out  of  the  cockoits  they  were  greeted 
by  las'b  year’s  ftiends,  who  made  it  kno’m  that  everything  was  in  readiness  for  a 
good  time.  From  the  time  of  landing  ■until  the  take-off  on  June  -Vth,.  there  was 
never  a dull  moment  for  the  members  of  the  squadron,  and  the 'pilots  and  men  who 
were  fortunate  enough  to  be  the  guests  of  Brantford  re'oort  that  the  visit  Will 
never  be  forgotten. 

Not  far  off  the  strai^t  course  from  Brantford,  Ontario,  to, ,Selfridge  Field 
lies  London,  Ontario.  On  June  4th,  as  the  First  Pursuit  Group  was  returning  from 
the  celebration  of  the  King’s  birthday  at  Kingston,  and  by  way  of  Brantford  to 
drop  off  the  94th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Major  Brower  led  the  Group  over  London  and 
saluted  the  city  with  a t'urn  of  the  Grouu  in  close  fonnation.  The  following 
letter  resulted: 

'’Commander,  U.S.  Air  Forces , 

Selfridge  Field,  near  Detroit,  Mich. 

Lear  Sir*  . 

Your  courtesy  in  gi-wing  such  a gracious  greeting  to  the  City  of  London, 
Canada,  during  your  recent  tour  over  this  community  is  greatly  appreciated,  and 
we  have  been  asked  by  citizens  to  convey  to  you  our  thanks. 

Your  thoughtfulness  in  this  regard  was  an  expression  of  the  fact  that 
aviation  is  a science  that  is  creating  good  will  between  countries.  Your  flight 
over  our  city  was  beautiful,  and  is  being  commented  on  continually  as  a friendly 
gesture, 

are  deeq^ly  grateful  to  you  for  making  possible  the 
splendid  exhibition  by  your  aircraft  and  extending  to  you  a cordial  invitation  to 
use  -the  Airport  at  London,  Canada,  at  any  time  it  may  be  a convenience  to  you,  I 
remain. 

Yours  faithfully, 

THE  LONDON  CHAI^BER  OF  COMMERCE, 
W.H.  T/ood,  ihnager." 

oOo 

1-F  ^ 12th,  a flight  of  three"  airplanes  from  the  1st  Pursuit  Group, 

elfridge  Field,  Mich,,  proceeded  to  Racine,  Wisconsin,  and  on  the  following  day 
dedication  of  the  new  Airport  at  that  city.  The  personnel 
consisted  of  Lieuts.  C.F.  Hegy.'c.L.  Brignall  and  Wm.  £ Alleraang, 
ancL  tne  pilots  report  an  enjoyablo  trip  and  stay  at  Racine. 
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COTSTEUCTIOM  PEOGIIESS  AT  WEESLER  FIELD  ' 

Tiie  bailding  construction  at  Iheeler  Field  is  progressing.  !Ehe  new  quar- „ 
ters  for  officers  and  noncoiranissioned  officers  £;,re  also  coming  along  favorably. 
These  cfoarters  are  of  Spanish  tjrp©  hungalow.  The  construction  contract  calls 
for  42  sets  of  officers’  quarters,  one  "bachelor  officers'  quarters,  42  sets  of  i 
noncommissioned  officers'  quarters,  one  bachelor  noncommissioned  officers’ 
quarters,  two  barracks  for  enlisted  men  with  a capacity  of  200  men  each,  and 
one  barracks  for  enlisted  men  of  100-men  cauacity.  The  entire  'oroject  is  about 
37/o  completed.  . ■ ' 

Upon  the  completion  of  this  construction,  all  buildings  will  overlook  the 
flying  field  on  one  side  and  the  Waianae  mountain  range  on  the  other.  The  en- 
tire construction  is  of  cement  and  hollow  tile  and,  in  addition  to  many  built- 
in  featui^es,  includes  fireplaces;  in  fact,  everything  to  make  an  ideal  home.  ■: 

— oOo 11 


GEILHIRAL  FECHST’S  FLIGHT  TO  PAMMA 


II 


ifejor-General  James  E.  Fechet , Chief  of  the  Air  .Corps  , ■ piloted  by  Captain  . !! 
Ira  C.  ^Icer , in  their  fast  low-winged  Lodcheed-Altair  monoplane,  arrived  at 
Duncan  ileld,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  on  the  evening  of; June  3rd,  on  their  recent  ^ 
fli.^t  from  Washington  to  Panama.  General  Fechet  spent'  the  night  as  the  guest  ■! 
of  Brigadler-'General  Charles  H.  Danforth,  Commanding,  General  of  the  Air  Corps  ' 
Training  Center. 

A. .special  force  of  civilian  mechanics  of  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot  worked.,, 
all  that  night  on  the  Plane,  tuning  it  up  for  the  final  long  hop  to  Panama,  ; 
enabling  General  Fechet  and  Captain  Ealcer  to  resume  the  journey  at  6:30  a.m. , . 
June  4th.  On  their  return  flight  from  the  Canal  Zone,  a new  propeller  for 
their  plane  was  ferried  down  to  Brownsville,  Texas,  from  the  Depot  by  Lieut.  J 
T.H.  Chapman,  accompanied  by  C.R.  Cast,  civilian  airplane  engine  mechanic. 

oOo ■ i 


FAIRFIELD  AIR  DEPOT  A BEE  HIVE  OF  IlIDUSTRY  DURIHG  JMLEUVERS. 


^Brigadier- General  B.D.  Foulois  and  members  of  his  Staff  arrived  at  the 
Fairiield,  Ohio,  Air  De-pot  on  May  12th,  in  connection  with  the  Air  Conps 
Ifeneuvers. 

Duri'ng  the  -period  May  15th  to  22nd,  inclusive,  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot 
and  Wright  Field  were  the  scene  of , the  most  outstanding  mobilization  of  air 
units  i'n  the  history  of  the  Air  Corps.  During  this  time  the  Pursuit,  Bombard- 
ment, Transport,  Attack  and  Observation . Grouns  staged  some  very  interesting 
formation^and  combat  flying,  there  being  672  -planes  partici-pating  in  the  Air 
Cor-ps  Demonstrations.  On  l^Iay  16th,  a "dog  fight"  demonstration  was  staged 
by  Captains  Hunter  and  Strahm,  two  war- birds, 

^ While  in  this  area,  the  different  Groups  staged  demonstrations  over  near- 
by cities,  such  as  Chicago,  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Chillicothe,  Lima,  and  small 
towns  enroute.  All  -planes  de-parted  from  this  station  early  on  the  morning  of, 
Ife-y  22nd  for  the  -purpose  of  defending  the^.  Eastern  coast,  after  which  time  a 
large  number  returned  to  their  home  stations  via  this  station. 

Ainong  the  distingiiished  persons  visiting  this  station  during  the  Air 
Cor-ps  Demonstrations,  the  following  were  noted;  Major-General  James  E.  Fechet,  .. 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps;  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  David  G.  Ingalls;  ’ ' 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War  F.  Trubee  Davison;  General  William  Mitchell; 

General  William  G.  Everson,  Chief  of  the  Militia  Bureau;  Congressman  Guy  D.  / 
Gofx;  Representative  Copeland;  Lieut. -Col.  Oscar  Westover  and  Lieut. -Col.  Wm. 

C.  McChord.  ' i 

For  the  entertainment  of  the  -person-nel  on  temporary  duty  at  Fairfield  in 
connection  with  the  Air  Cor-ps  feneuvers,  several  social  events  were  held  by 
citizens  of  Dayton  for  the  -pleasu.re  of  the  visitors,  such  as  a press  dinner  on 
the  evening  of  May  16th  for  the  officers;  a stag  dinner  at  the  Biltmore  Hotel 
on  May  18th  for  the  officers;  a military  ball  at  the  Biltmore  Hotel  on  May 
18th  for  the  officers  and  ladies;  a Smoker  at  the  Meniorial'Hall  on  May  18th 
for  the  enlisted  men. 

Kie  following  organizations  partici-pating  in  the  Maneuvers  stopped  over 
at  this  station  en  route  from  the  Es.st  coast  to  .thear  home  stations;  20th 
Pursuit  Group,  204th  Attack,  208th  Bombardment,'  15th,  88th  and  91st  Observation 
Squadrons, 
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■THE -LAST  OE  THE  AIRSHIP  R.S.  1. 

The  old  R.S.l,  the  largest  semi-rigid  airship,  in  the  world,  is  no  more, 

Ihe  mightiest  of  the.  Air  Corps  li  liter- than-air  fleet,  T.hich  was  dismantled 
in  the  Pall  of  1928,  was  recently-  sold  to  a §t.  lonis  junk  dealer  hy  the 
Salvage  Officer  at  Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111. 

0?his  airship  was  hailt  for  the Government  by  the  Goodyear  Tire  and  Rubber 
Company,  Akron,  Ohio,  for  experimental  imrposes,  and  after  three  years  of  flyli^ 
was  ordered  dismantled  because  the  bag  had  become  too  porous  for  further  use. 

Tlie  final  fli^t  of  the  ship  was  made  in  the  Pall  of  1928,  with  Major  W.E. 
Kepner  in  command.  It  was  on  this  flii::;^t  that  the  R.S.l  encountered  a terrific 
series  of  thunder  and  wind  stdrms  while  over  Arkansas  and  Tennessee.  The  force 
of  the  wind  stove  in  the  nose- cone  of  the  ship,  but  luckily  the  damage  was  not 
enou^  to  keep  its  crew  from  returning  to  Scott  Field. 

After  the  airship  was  dismantled,  the  parts  were  held  in  storage  pending  a 
decision  as  to  the  purchase  of  a new  bag  and  the  repair  of  the  nose  cone.  Because 
of  various  faults  in  the  airship,  it  was  finally  decided  that  it  had  served  its 
purpose  and  that  further  exipense  and  research  along  this  line  would  be  inadvisable. 
The,  design  of  the  craft  was  new,  in  that  the  "V"  shaped  keel  was  used  in  an 
inverted  position.  This  keel,  the  control  car,  the  motor  gondolas  and  the  control 
surfaces,  after  being  wrecked  for  further  use,  brou^t  the  sum  of  $900.  to  the 
United  States  Trea^ry. 

— -oOo' — ■ 

AITOTHER  AIRSHIP  LOST  TO  THE  AIR  CORPS 

Much  of  the  training  of  the  19th  Airship  Company,  Langley  Field,  Va. , for  'the 
month  of  May  had  to  be  uostuoned  due  to  the  loss  of  the  TC-10-252  Airship  on  May 
7th.  The  ship  had  flown  to  Winchester,  ,Va. , on  May  6th,  in  connection  with  the 
Apple  Blossom  Festival  and  had  made  the  trip  there  and  return  as  fa,r  as  Richmond, 
Va, , without  incident . 

Upon  arrival  at  Richm.ond,  four  members  of  the  Staff  of  the  Governor  of 
Virginia  left  the  ship,  and  four  members  of  the  ship’s  crew  who  had  remained  in 
that  city  during  the  day  boarded  the  ship.  At  7:40  p.m. , Lieut.  McCracken,  in 
command  of  the  airship,  ordered  "all  aboard"  and  took" off  for  Langley  Field.  When 
about  35  minutes  out  of  Richmond,  a heavy  fog  set  in  and  it  became  q'uite  apparent 
that  everyone  aboard  v/as  in  for  an  uncoraf ortableflight . Fifteen  minutes  more  and 
the  ship  was  flying  totally  blind,  the  fog  at  this  point  becoming  so  dense  that 
lights  were  no  longer  visible  at  150  feet  altitude.  Despite  the  fog  handicap, 
however,  the  ship  flew  directly  over  Langley  Field,  but  there  were,  still  no 
lights  and  the  ship  proceeded  on  its  way.  Passing  over  Hampton,  Va. , at  a very 
low  altitude,  Lieut,  McCracken  finally’’  identified  the  city,  and  the  entire  crew 
whooped  with  joy.  This  reign  of  joy,  however,  lasted  only  a few  minutes,  for 
Upon  approaching  the  field  for  a landing  the  ship  struck  the  ground  and,  though 
flying  at  reduced  speed,  the  impact  forced  the  right  propeller  through  the  forward 
ballonet.  This  made  it  impossible  to  trim  the  ship,  and  she  rode  22  degrees  nose 
up,  'As  a result,  the  fuel  pump  would  not  fmiction,  the  motors  cut  out  and  it  was 
necessary  to  free-balloon  the  ship  to ‘a  landing.. 

The  flight  came  to  an  end  at" 12:10  a.ra. , Lieut.  McCracken  bringing  her  down 
in^the  water  near  the  mouth  of  Cheesman’s  Creek,  with  no  further  damage  to  the 
ship  or  Injury  to  personnel.  The  ship  drifted  ashore  about  3:00  a.m.  , and  was 
moored  on  the  beach  with  the  exT^^ectation  of  towing  it  to  the  field  during  the  day. 

Daring  the  salvaging  operations,  however,  fate  played  a tragic  hand,  when 
Privates  McDonald  and  Erabits,  of  the  96th  Squadron, “lost  their  lives  in  an  at- 
empt^  •to  save  the  airship,  (Two  boats  had  been  dispatched  from  the  field  to  tow 
8 snip  in  and  had  been  making  good  pro^;ress  when  a strong  wind  came  up.  Under 
tne  increased^ load  the  motor  on  one  of  the  towing  boats  failed  and  the  remaining 
ca  e,  not  being  equal  to  the  strain,  broke.  The  super- structure  of  the  other 

sudden  strain,  carrying  McDonald  and  Brabits  with  it 
° perished  before  aid  could  reach  them. 

i+  4 ^th  McDonald  and  Brabits  were  members  of  the  Emergency  Boat  Crew,  whose  duty 
shi-n\r  ^ alert  for  planes  or  airships  forced  down  in  the  water.  The 

bar?p  returned  to  Langley  Field  the  following  day  by 
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TI?E  SPHTUCtFIETJ)  REVOLYER  CLUB  DOCTRIRE 
Lieut.  J.  L.  Hitchings,  Air  Corps 
(!2he  Seventh  Article  of  this  Series) 

0 that  famous,  unbeaten  and  apparently  unbeatable  organization,  the 

Springfield  Revolver  Club,  belongs  the  credit  for  originating  and  propagat-  f 
ing  the  theory  which  has  become  the  accepted  doctrine  pf  modern  American  pistol 
shooting,  The  fundamental  tenet  of  this  doctrine  is  that  the  humcn  body  most.  |[ 

approaches  a machine  rest  when  the  bones  and  nTascles  used  in  shooting  are  | 

locked  without  strain.  IThis  principle  gives  rise  to  practically  .all  the  ..rules 

which  will  be  discussed  in  detail  in  the  succeeding  articles.  Readers  are  re- 
quested to  bear  it  in  mind'  when  threading  the  labyrinth  of  detail  that  is.  in- 
volved in^  discussing  technique*  it  is  the  key  to  the  .situation, 

Leaving  for  later  elaboration  the  finer  details  of  the  Springfield  Doctrine, 
let  us  drop  in  on  the  Springfield  Club  and  see  how  the, Doctrine  is  spread,  1 
quote  from  a letter  from  its  Shooting  f^laster,  Colonel  Roy  D.  Jones^: 

"ViThen  a man  presents  himself  for  membership,  he  is  first  .investigated  as  to 
his  business  and  general  reprutation  in  the  community.  Ho.  attention  is  given  to 
his  social  standing,  but  he  must  be  a man  who  is  a good  citizen,  and  when  this  is 
assured  he  is  invited  to  come  out  for  thirty  days  and  get  acquainted.  If  at  the 
end  of  that  period  the  Club  wants  him,  he  is  invited  to  join  and  his  shooting 
education  begins.  . , 

The  Club  owns  several  22  single  shot  target  pistols  of  every  make.  He  tries  . 
them  all  ^d  when  he  finds  the  one  which  fits  him  he  is  then  taken  in  liand  and  j 

tau^t,  right  from  the  beginning,  how  to  hpld  and  squeeze  the  trigger,  and  his  j 

position^ is  studied,  stance  is  changed  to  eliminate  body  sway,  hand  position  on  ^ 
the  gun  is  corrected  to  offset  any  diverting  tendency,  and  he  is  instructed  to 
bring  every  practice  target  to  the  shooting  master  for  analysis.  Constant  compe-  : 
tition  with  others  of  his  own  experience  keeps  intent  on  getting  the  best 
scores  possible.  While  gambling  is  taboo,  yet . the  battle  to  see  who  pays  for  a 
box  of  22 ’s  being  used  in  the  little  impromptu  match  lends  zest  to  the  test  and 
provides  the  immunity  to  nerves  which  is  needed  in  a match.  Ho  man  is  allowed  to 
shoot  any  larger  gun  until  he  is  able  to  keep  practically  all  of  his  shots  in  the 
black  of  a,  20-yard  target. 

In  October,  after  the  outdoor  season  closes,  begins  the.,  intensive  applicatioi 
to  the  20-yard  indoor  range,  and  by  Hovember  the  eliminations  for > the  teams  begin 
in  earnest.  A weekly  match  is  shot  and  all  members  enter  in  order  to  hold  their 
places  on  some  one  of  the  seven  teams  in  the  Expert,  Senior  and  Junior  Leagues  of 
the  U.S  .R,A.  At  the,  qame  time  the  flock  of  nevj  men  are,  being  sifted  out  and  when 
the  teams  are  made  up  in  December  for  the  race  which  is  to  start  on  January  1st, 
the  few  who  survive  are  the  Hovice  Team  for  the  season.  This  means  that  they  are  ■ 
all  in  snape  and  ready  to  go  with  a.  good  start. 

To  use  the  motto  of  the  instructor,  the  .22  single  shot  is  the  foundation  .of 
ALL  shooting,  and  he  says  more  'a  man  who  can  coordinate  his  eye  and  his  trigger  ' 
finger  with  a .22  can  shoot  anything  which  has  a hole  throu^  it.'  This  has  been 
borne  out  many  times  when  these  men  have  shot  the  .45  auto  into  places  in  the 
national  Match  when  they  have  never  fired  one  until  the  day  before  the  match.  It 
is  further  proven  by  the  second  revolver  team  which  is  composed  of  pistol  shoot- 
ers who  are  the  reserve  for  the ’first  team,  which  has  won  the  League  Revolver 
Championship  every  year  sincd  the  Lea^e  was  started. 

Learn  to  shoot  the  .22  single-shot  pistol  and  you  can  shoot  them  all." 

POSITIOH  AHD  BREATHIHG  IH  PISTqL.,SHOOTIHG 
(The  eighth  article  of  this  series). 

In  aiscussing  this  subject,  permit  me  to  remind  my  readers  at  the  outset  of  C 
the  Springfield  Revolver  Club  Doctrine;  Tbe  human  body  most  nearly  approaches  a.  j 
machine  rest  when  the  bones  and  muscles  used  are  locked  without  strain.  ■ ■ ; 

The  feet  are  the  two  fundamental  supports.  They  should  be  placed  a comfort-  i 
able  distance  apart,  approximately  16  inches,  and  a line  between  the  heels  should 
form  an  angle  of  about  45  degrees  with  a line  to  the  target.  This  is  particular- 
ly inportant  in'  outdoor  shooting,  where  a position  braced  against  either  a front 
or  a side  wind  is  necessary  to  prevent  body  sway.  Ihe  feet,  should  be  turned  to 
form  an  angle  of  about  60  degrees  with  each  other,  thus  locking  the  aifcle  imscl  es 
lightly. 

The  upper  body  shcrxld  be  very  slightly  i*ota.ted  to  the  left, locking  the 
vertebrae. 
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ffiie  right  shoulder  should  he  locked  hy  rolling  it.  The  roll  of  the  shoulder 
is  obtained  as  follows:  Being  in  firing  position,  point  the  right  arm  out- 
stretched toward  the  target,  palm  up,  bringing  the  shoulder  to  the  left,  until  it 
is  almost  under  the  chin.  Then  rotate  the  hand  AT  THE  WRIST  counter  clockwise, 
until  the  palm  is  vertical.  Finally,  drop  both  shoulders,  which  may  inadvertent-, 
ly  have  been  raised  during  this  process.  ,i  . 

Straightening  the  elbow  will  lock  it;  the  chief  danger  here  is'  that  you  may 
lock  it  too  firmly,  causing  strain.  On  the  other  hand,  do  not  try  to  shoot  with 
a bent  elbow  and  expect  to  get  in  the  money. 

A grip  imist  be  chosen  which  will  cause  the  wrist  to  be  drooped,  yet  horizon^-  .. 
tally  in  line  with  the  arm.  Drooping  the  wrist  locks  it  without  undue  tension;  , 
but  bending  it  either  to  the  ri^t  or  to  the  left  of  the  arm  line  puts  the 
niascle  controlling  the  trigger-finger  under  strain,  and  makes  a good  trigger 
squeeze  practically  irap'ossible.  ®ie  correct  grip  will  form  the  subject  of  the 
next  article. 

In  applying  these  principles,  seek  for  uniformity.  Remember  that  even  so 
slight  a change  as  a variation  in  the  angle  between  the  feet  will  alter  the  ner- 
vous tension  on  all  muscles  of  the  body,  and  v;ill  absolutelj^  change  the  position 
of  your  shot  even  with  an  apparently  unchanged  aim.  Remember  also  that  all  you 
have  to  accomplish  in  pistoi  shooting  is  to  secure  uniform  grouping.  Clianging 
your  aiming  point  or  your  sights  to  center  the  group  in  the  bullseye  is  then  so 
easy  it  is  child’s  play. 

Seek  also  for  relaxation.  You  \7ill  hot  find  this  easy  or  even  possible  at 
first,  for  the  correct  shooting  position  is  no  more  comfortable  to  the  embryo 
shooter  than  the  position  of  '’on  guard"  to  the  embryo  fencer.  Gradually,  however, 
new  muscles  are  developed,  and  after  about  a month’s  training,  the  position  begins 
to  feel  comfortable,  and  you  suddenly  find  it  possible  to  relax.  It  is  then  that 
your  scores  take  their  first  big  jump.  About  that  time,  you  will  notice  that 
every  wild  shot  you  throw  is  caused  by  an  incorrect  strained  position  of  some ' 
part  of  the  body,  which  increases  j^our  entire  nervous  tension.  To  secure  relaxa- 
tion, after  getting  the  borrect  body  position,  consciously  slump)  down  a little 
with  your  whole  body. 

A prerequisite  to  relaxation  is  correct  breathing.  To  accomplish  this,  just 
before  aiming,  take  a somewhat  deep  breath,  let  out  part  of  it,  and  hold  the  re- 
mainder, Hold  it  by  contracting  your  stomach,  not  by  contracting  your  throat. 

■ • oOo — - 


ATTACmS  3EGIH  AMUAL  BOMBING  MALTEUVERS' 


Twelve  Attack  planes  from  the  8th  Attack  Squa.dron,  3rd  Attack  Groux^,  under 
the  direction  of  Captain  Lotha  A.  Smith,  took  off  on  June  14th  for  Kelly  Field, 
Texas,  which  station  will  be  used  as  a base  during  the  annual  bombing  maneuvers 
at  Camp  Stanley,  Texas.  Each  squauron  vdll  spend  about  four- days  on  the  range. 
Last  year  the  Tnird  Attack  Grour)  used  obsolete  3)lanes  as  targets.  The 
^ips  were  arranged  on  the  ground  to  simulate  an  enemy  airdrome  in  time  of  war. 
^en  the  Attackers  finished  o'perations  on  those  old  crates  there  wasn’t  one  of 
them  that  would  have  been  able  to  take  off  in  nursuit  had  it  been  installed  with 
a motor, 

Tbis  year  the  target  represents  a battalion  of  Infantry  dex^loyed  along  a 
road.  The  figures  are  rexDi’esented  by  silhouette  targets  and  are  in  various  x>osi- 
lons  representing  trooxos  in  prone,  kneeling  and  ripright  positions. 

oOo — - 

AERIAL  GUIRIERY  PRACTICE  IN  NORTJ-IERN  MICHIGAN 


Plans ^ for  the  annual  aerial  gunnery  -practice  of  the  15th  Squadron,  stationed 
a Scott  :^eld,  Belleville,  111,,  liave  been  comioleted.  Tie  Scniadron  will  take 
Its  xiracti'ce  in  conjunction  with  the  First  Pursuit  Group  at  Camp  Slceel,  Oscoda, 
ich.  The  xiractice  season,  starting  about  June  15th,  is  expected  to  be  comr)let- 
e aoout  August  1st.  The  personnel  firing  the  course  will  be  divided  into  three 
increments,  and  each  increment  will  be  at  the  caiirp  about  two  weeks. 

A detachment  of  about  30  enlisted  men  and  five  or  six  airplanes  will  be  at 
e camp  for  the  entire  practice  period,  and  the  personnel  performing  the  firiig 
will  changed  by  transport. 
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IIvIPROVEMMTS  AT  FORT  CORCXm,  TEXA,S 

MAlTY  inrprovements  vbtq  made  at  Fort  Crockott,  Texas,  during  the  absence  of 

the  Tliird  Attack  Group  on  the  recent  Air  Corps  Maneuvers.  A large  detail  J 
of  men,  under  the  guidance  of  Ife^ter  Sergeant  Albert  C,  Granger,  uorked 
steadily  to  make  such  changes  as  were  thought ■ necessary, 

A tar  and  gravel  -oartcing  strip  was  laid.dovTn  by  the  runway  on  the  north  side  ; 
of  the  hangars.  The  road  into  the  flying  field,  was  scraped,  widened  and  then 
tarred.  Grass  was  sown  on  tlief lying  field;  hangar -floors  were  patched  up  and 
last,  but  not  least,  was  the- -installation  of  a new  flood  light  to  replace  the  one  < 
wrecked  some  time  ago,  : ' 

All  Attack  x'Jlanes  at  Fort  Crockett,  have  just  been  ecjuipped  with  wheels  in 
place  of  tall  skids.  Ihis  means  tliat  the  grass,,  will  have  a better  diance  on  the  i 
flying  field  and  that  less  dust  will  be  raised  in  those  S'pots  where  grass  is  j 

having  a hard  time  to  get  started.  At  the  -p^resent  time  opinion  is  divided  amongst  j 
the  Group  pilots  as  to  the  popularity  of  the  new  device.  Most  of  them  welcome  the  3 
change. 

Hardened  old~ timers, who  sel dome . give  way  to  anj^  form  of  emotion,  broke  down 
the  day  the  Group  returned  from  the  Maneuvers.  The  cause  for  the  excitement  "ms 
the  speed  with  which  the  Group  landed.'  Ho  sooner  were  six  planes  down  than  six 
more  were  ri^t  behind  them.  There  was  a steady  stream  of  taxying  planes  after 
Headquarters  Flight  landed.  Everything  was  timed  perfectly. 

MAJOR  HARMS  BECOMES  AIR  OYFICW  OF  THE  PHILIPPINES  ' 

On  May  3.5th,  Major  Henry  W.  Harms,  Air  Corps,  relinquished  the^  command  of 
Nichols  Field,  P.I.,  to  assume  the  duties  of- Air  Officer  of  the  Philippine  De- 
partment, with  station  at  Manila,  "We  are  sorry  to  lose  Mhjor  Harms ^ says  j 

the  Nichols  Field  Correspondent,  ’’He  has  only  been  here  one  year,  and  it  would 
take  a blind  man  not  to  see  what  has  happened  to  this  ipost  in  the  past  twelve 
months.  The  many  improvements  are  too  numerous  to  list,  but  a few  of  the  high 
lights  will  suffice . ' New  Barracks  and  mess  li0.11s  for  the  2nd  Observation  and 
66th  Service  Squadrons;  new  water  tower;  approximately  55  new  airplanes  and  more 
coming;  new  motion  -picture  soujid  equipment  (the  best  in  the  Phili'ppines) ; com- 
plete renovation  of  the  officers’  quarters;  new  hard- surfaced  roads  and  the  com- 
-plete  -painting  of  all  the  hrildings  and  shops.  All  we  can  say  is  that  Major 
John  B.  Brooks,  from  Clark  Field,  wiio  assumed  command  on  May  15th,  -picked  a soft 
s^pot  to  land,'*  ^ . 

— '-oOo 

FIRST  PURSUIT. ..GROUP  VISITS  JACICSON,  MICH. 


A coiirposite  squadron  of  eighteen  pursuit  planes  an.d  pne  Ford  Transport 
from  Selfridge  Field,  Mich.,  -paid  a visit  to  Jackson,  Mich.,  on  June  11th,  ^at 
the  invitation  of  the  Exchange  Club  of  that  city.  The  Squadron,  led  by  Major  . 
Gerald  E.  Brower,  formed  successively  the  letters  " J-' , "N"  and  "A”,  and  gave 
the  citizens  of  Jackson  a demonstration  of  formation  flying  landing  at 

the  air-port.  The  C~4  Trans-port,  piloted  by  Li  out,  Paul  W.  Wolf,  carried  in 
dition  to  mecha-nics,  Mr.  Ray  Cooiper,  Manager  of  the  National  Air.  Shov/s  at  Detrbiti 
and  Lieut,  Cluck,  Air  Cor-ps,  who  were  s-pecially  invited  to  he  present.^  Another 
very  s-pecial  guest  whom  we  were  delisted  to  see  again  was  our  good  friend, 

Jimmy  Doolittle, 

The  -pilots  were  guests  of  the  Exchange  Club  of  Jackson  at  a luncheon.  This 
Club  has  been  active  in.’ -promo ting  and  develo;ping  the  ma.rking  of  hiildings  and^ 
roads  with  signs  as  an- aid  to  air  travel.  These  markers  have  already  proven  in- 
valuable to  -pilots,  and  the  activities  of  the  Club  along  this  line  of  endeavor 
is  very  commendable,  ' After  a most  enjoyable  luncheon,  the  Squadron  and  the 
trans-port  took  off  for  Selfridge  Field. 

’ : - — o.Oo — ■ 

Lieut»-Colohel  John  H.  Jouett,  Air  Cor-ps  Reserve,  who,  while  commanding 
the  Third  Attack  Group  resigned  to  return  to  civilia'n  life,  will  once  more  take 
over  the  Attackers,  althoti^  It  will  be  for  only  a brief  period  of  time.  Col, 
Jouett  has  been  ordered  to  active  duty  with  the  Group  for  a period  of  14  days, 
July  5th  to  18th. 
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ASSIGNMENT  OP  TECHITICAL  SCHOOL  GBANUATES' 

Under  Special  Orders  of  the  War  Deipartment  recently  issued,  the  folloning- 
named  officers,  upon  graduation  from  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School,  Chanute 
Field,  Rantoul,  111.,  July  13th,  will  proceed  to  stations  indicated  for  duty; 

1st  Lieut.  Courtland  M.  Brown  and  2nd  Lieut.  Walter  A, ' Penander  to  Scott 
Field,  Belleville,  111,;  2nd  Lieuts.  Philip  D.  Coates  to  Brooke  Field,  Texas; 
Paul’T.  Cullen  and  James  F.  Olive-,  Jr.,  to  Mitchel  Field,.  N.Y'.;  George  W. Hansen 
to  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas;  Robert- S.  Macrum  to  the  Air 
Corps  Training  Center,-  Duncan  Field,  Texas;  Minton  W.  Kaye  to  l^rch  Field, Calif . ; 
George  G.  Northrup  to  Crissy  Field,  Calif.,  and  Willard  R.  Shephard  to ’Mitchel 
Field,  N.Y.  , , ' - 

— -oOo— — • 

DETAIL  OF  OFFICERS  TO  AIR  CORPS  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL 


The  following- named  2nd  Lieutenants  of  the  Air  Corps,  under  Special  Orders 
of  the  War  Department  recently  issued,  are  detailed  as  students  at  the  Air  Corps 
Technical  School,  Chanute  Shield,  Rantoul,  111.,  to  take  courses  of  instruction, 
as  indicated,  commencing  October  1,  1931,  viz; 

Maintenance  Engineering 

Donald  J.  Keirn,  Rockwell  Field, Calif, 
Chas,  B. St one , III .Rockwell  Field, Calif. 
Anthony  Q,.  Mustoe  Chajmte  Field,  111. 


Alva  L.  Harvey.  Brooks  Field,  Texas. 
Robert  M.  Kraft  tether  Field,  Calif. 
Harold  L.  Mace  ..-Chanute  Field,  111. 
Albert  L.  Alexander , Jr. Pope  Field,  N.  C. 
Frederick  A. Bacher, Jr.  Scott  Field,  111. 
Merrill  D. Burnside  Langley  Field,  Va. 
Lawrence  H.  Douthit  Brooks  Field,  Texa.s 
Fort  Crockett,  Texas 
Fort  Crockett,  Texas 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 
Self ridge  Field,  Mich. 


Robert  L.  Easton 
Karl  G.E.  Gimmler 
August  W. 

Julius  K. 


Kissner 

Lacey 


Arthur  F.  Merewether  Mitchel  Field, N.Y. 
Charles  K.  Moore  Post  Field,  Okla. 
Thomas  S.  Power  Langley  Field,  Fa. 
Samuel  0.  Redetzke, Ft .Sam  Houston, Texas 
Minthorne  W.  Reed, Self ridge  Field, Mich. 
Fred  0.  Tally  Fort  Crockttt , Texas 
Herbert  H. Tollman, Self ridge  Field, Mich. 
Lorry  N.  Tindal  Mitchel  Field, N.Y. 


Aircraft  Armament 


H.  F.  Gregory  Chanute  Field,  111. 

John  E.  Bodle  Long  Beach,  Calif. 

Walter  R.  Agee  Kelly  Field,  Texas 

Frederick  E.  Calhoun, Fort  Crockett , Texas 
Wilbur  Erickson  Ft.  Leavenworth, Kans. 

John  H.  Ives  Langley  Field,  Va. 

John  J.  Eeough  Fort  Sill,01cLa. 

William  R.  Morgan, Self ridge  Field,  Mich. 

Communications 
Chanute  Field,  111. 
tether  Field, Calif 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 

Langley  Field,  Va. 

Fort  Sill,  Ckla. 

oOo— 


1st  Lt  .J. A. tedarasz, Chanute  Field,  111. 


Ivan  M.  Palmer 
Jolm  L.  Nedwed 
Ricliard  D.  Reeve 
Morley  F.  Sla^t 
Casper  P 
Dudley  E 


West 

Whitten 


Duncan  Field,  Texas 
Fort  Crocliett , Texas 
Brooks  Field,  Texas 
Self ridge  Field, Mich. 
Langley  Field,  Va. 
Fort  Sill,  Okla. 


Albert  W.  SheiDherd 
Daniel  C.  Doubleday 
Forrest  G.  Allen 
James  K.  DeArmond 
Richard  I.  Dugan 


Ralph  E.  Holmes  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 
Roji  H.  Lynn  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas 
Lawrence  C.  Wes'iley, Fort  Crockett, Texas 
Daniel  B.  White  Fort  Crockett , Texas 
Draper  F.  Henry  Mitchel  Field, N.Y. 


p SCOTT  FIELD  AIRSHIP  TRANSFERRED  TO  LANGLEY 

I Tile  Airship  TG-ll-SVl,  transferred  to  Langley  Field,  Va. , from  Scott  Field, 

j 111.,  with  Lieut.  Shively  in  command,  Lieut.  Paul  and  Tech.  Sgt.  Short,  co-pilots, 
j on  tey  23rd„  The  ship  was  flown  by  way  of  Dayton  in  order  to  allow  the,. 

Lighter- than-Air  pilots  on  duty  at  Wright  Field  an  .opportunity  of  flying  her  but, 
due  to  weather  conditions  there,  Lieut.  Shi’*ely  decided  to  push  on  to  Langley 
^ Fiela.  Although  the  flight  from  Dayton  to  Langley  Field -was  made  in  slightly' 

1 more  than  six  hours,  ice  formations  were  encountered  oyer  the  mountains  which  for 
more  than  an  hour  threatened  the  destruction  of  the  ship..  During  this  time  it 
Was  necessary  to  run  the  engines  at  greatly  reduced  s-peed  and  still  maintain  alti- 
u ohere  was  great  danger  of  ice  being  throiira  through  the  envelo'pe  by  the 

propellers.  At  the  saine  time  it  v/as  necessary  to  maintain  sufficient  speed  to 
prevent  the  ship  from  coming  dovai  in  the  mountains,  as  she  was  very  heavy  due  to 
e ice.  Ujpon  several  occasions  particles  of  ice  strudc  the  side  of  the  car.  For- 
una  ely,  hoy;ever,  none  entered  the  envelope.  The  remainder  of  the  flight  was 
jns  a joy  ride  compared  to  that  hour  through  the  ice  clouds, 
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CRISSY  FIELD  RADIO  ACTIVITIES 


Well,  liare  we 
are  again.  Jjet’ 
hear  from  you 
Radio  men 
often. 


m 

f LI 


The  Fiscal  Year  1931  has  been  a hnsy 
one  for  the  91st  OhserTO-tion  Squadron  in 
its  activities  involving  cooperation  "be- 
tween the  Air  Corps  and  Ground  troops.  In 
most  of  these  cooperative  missions » two-my 
radio  communication  has  "been  the  most  Impor--' 
tant  feature  of  the  mission,  and  the  results 
have  been  more  than  satisfactory.  For  the 
instruction  of  ^‘ound  troops  the  squajdron 
has  simulated  Attack,  Bombardment  and 
Pursuit  Aviation  in  many  instances,  provid- 
ing additional  interest  for  the  Observation 
pilots  and  making  for  their  versatility.  . .. 

Liaison,  contact,  reconnaissance  and 
artillery  adjustment  missions  taxed  the  ob- 
servers to  their  limits,  oftentimes  when 
the  progress  of  the  battle  on  the  ground 
showed  rapid  and  unexpected  developments. 

Many  officers  of  the  91st  have  found  that 
the  observer  is  just  a little  bit  busier  than  the  proverbial  Thou^  the 

radio  had.  functioned  perfectly,  the  observer  found  even  that-^^oo  slow  to  convey 
all  he  had  learned  by  his  observation.  I ' ^ ' 

0!be  11th  Cavalry,  6th  and- 63rd  Coast  Artillei^,  10th  and  76tb  Field  Artil- 
lery, 5th  Infantry  Brigade  Headquarters,  7th,  30th' and  ^th  Infantry, are  among 
the' units  cooperated  with.  These  missions  took  our  airplanes  to  Vancouver^ ife-r- 
racks,  Washington;  Fort  Worden,  Washington;  Fort  Lewis,  Washington;  Fort  Missoula, 
Montana;  Fort  Douglas,  Utah;  Fort  MacArthur,  Calif.,  and  in  several  instances  our 
airplanes  have  gone  to  Rockwell  Field  to  simulate  Bombardment  in  cooperation  with 
the  Havy  and  Marine  Corps.  On  one  occasion  five  of  our  airplanes  operated  with  ■ 
ground  "units  at  Vancouver  Barracks,  Forts  Worden,  Lo'wis,  Missoula  and  Douglas, 
being  away  from  Crissy  Field  more  than  a month  under  Captain  H.W.  Prosser.  Again, 
Captain  Lynd  had  five  airplanes  at  Fort  Lewis  for  five  days*  operation  with  the 
Third  Division. 

Captain  Prosser  with  a detachment  of  the  91st  Sepadron  took  the  field  at 
Salinas,  Calif, , to  work  with  the  troops  from  the  presidio  of  Monterey,  operating 
in  Gigling  Reservation.  On  all  these  flints  radio  coimminication  was  paramount. 
Radio  communication  with  Crissy  Field  was  maintained  to  a distance  of  more  than 
two  hundred  miles  when  our  aiiplanes  were  de-parting  on  or  returning  from  these  , 
missions.  * . : ' 

During  this  time  the  local  training  featured  radio  comminicatioa,  objectives  • 
being  changed  or  added  by  the  station  commander,  while  the  airplanes  were  already 
on  previously  assigned  missions.  Lieut.  A,L.  Smith,  Coraraoni  cat  ions  Officer,  and 
his  assistants,  Lieuts.  Byron  Cooper  and  J.K.  Poole,  by  considerable  effort, 
assured  the  success  of  these  missions  as  to  functioning  of  equipment  and  control 
of  a number  of  observation  teams  over  a great  area,  each  oh  a Separate  mission. 
Pilots  and  observers  were  instructed  on  the  ground  by  Lieut.  Smith  in  the  care,  / 
operation  and  maintenance,  of  the  radio  sets,  including  considerable  of  the  theory 
of  radio.  An  examination, given  by  the  Corps  Area  Signal  Officer  involving  ques- 
tions on  radio  theory  practical  operation  of  the  sets  and  a'code  test,  found, 

the  21  of  the  officers  of  the  91st  Squadron,  who  were  present  at  the  time  of  the 
examination,  proficient,  '• 

As  a result  of  all  this  training,  a better  understanding  and  mo.re  perfect 
teamwork  in  operation  with  all  arms  of  the  service  have  been  brought  about,  Tbe 
BC-152  receivers  with  which  the  si^iadron  i's  now  equi-pped  have  contributed  mater- 
ially to  the  success  that  has  followed  our  coimnuni  cat  ions  activities. 

The  Communications  p.ersonnel  were  called  upon  to  produce  in  but  a-  few  days  a 
satisfactory  ignition  shielding  job  on  a ^T“2B  airplane,  Lieut.  P.C.  Wilkins, 
Jkigineering  Officer,  contributed  largely  to  the  dispatch  with  which  thlS'  task  was 
completed.  This  al&plane  was  then  equipped  with  transmitter  and  receiver..  The  , 


three  BT-2B  airplanes  having  shielded  ignition'  systems  were  equi-pped  wiith  BG-G!^ 
152  receivers , operated  by  the  -pilot  for  the  Fli^t  Leaders  on  Air  Corps  Ifeneuv- 
ers.^  The  YlC-14  cargo  airplane  was  then  equipped  vdth  radio  transmi'fcter  and  ■ 
receiver,  and  the  91st  Observation  Squadron  de^parted  for  the  Maneuvers, 
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SHOOKS  . HELD  RUDIOMM  TOUCH  THE  GOEIHSRS  OF  THE  WORLD 


0?be  amateur  short  wave  radio  station  fSAUC,  located  in  the  Radio  Laboratory 
of  the  Ground  School,  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  went  on  the  air  Ifey  4th  with  a continu- 
ous 24-hour  operating  period  to  test  the  relia'Dili'ty,  of  the  radio  apparatus  which 
constitutes  the  present  75  watt  short  wave  transmitter  operating  on  a frequency 
of  7250  Kcs.  in  the  forty  meter  hand.  Two  experienced  operators  were  on  duty, 

Carl  W.  Mailer  and  Charles  K.  Smith,  of  the  46th  and  52nd  School:  Squadrons, 
respectively. 

[ In  the  course  of  the  24- hour  continuous  operation,  this  station  carried  on 

two-way  corarrianication,-with  the  following  ccaintries:  Cuba,  China,  Canada,  Mexico, 
Mcaragua,  Hawaii ,^,^iti,  Hew  Zealand,  French  Oceania  (Island  of  Tahiti),  as  well 
I as  every  State  in  the  United  States.  The  cards  have  already  started  to  come  in 
verifying  the  two-way  conummication  with  these  va.rious  stations.  Daring  the  test 
[ one  operator  was  cm  duty  four  hours,  while  the  other  cau^it  up  with  the  sleep, and 
, could  he  noticed  spravded  either  on  the  work  bench  or  the  floor  of  the  Lab.  Dar- 
! ing  the  day.  Cadet  classes  had  to  be  conducted,  and  the  two  instructors  were  seen 
with  drooping  lids. 

The  24-hour  test  proved  higlily  successful,  and  W5AUC  announced  to  all  Brooks 
Field  that  Mother's  Day  messages  would  be  transmitted  to  any  address  in  the 
world.  Within  two  days  after  this  announcement,  exactly  280  \7ere  filed  to  be 
sent  to  addresses  all  over  the  world.  Tlie  four  radio  instructors,  Ifoller,  Jones, 
Smith  and  Miller  were  set  to  work  typing  out  the  messages.  This  very  busy  scene 
reminded  the  Cadets  of  the  City  Hoorn  of  some  large  newspaper.  The  messages  were 
grouped  according  to  the  geographical  locations  of  the  addresses.  The  trans- 
mitter v/as  on  the  air  transmitting  Mother's  Day  greetings  from  May  7th  to  the 
11th,  Brooks  Field  became  known  to  the  amateur  radio  world,  and  any  station 
worked  after  the  grarld  rush  would  say  that  he  had  handled  some  of  its  messages. 

Station  W5AUC  is  a member  of  the  A:nerican  Radio  Relay  League,  which  is  com- 
posed of.  20,000  transmitting  amateurs  all  over  the  world,  and  most  of  these  send 
and  receive  or  relay  messages  free  of  charge  to  any  address  in  the  world.  The 
station  is  still  in  the  process  of  construction,  and  when  completed  xiill  be  the 
finest  and  the  most  powerful  amateur  radio  station  in  the  South.  It  will  be  a 
500-watt  crystal  controlled  transmitter  (main  transmitter)  and  will  a rotating 
beam  antenna  which  will  enable  W5UA,C  to  communicate  consistently  with  any  sta- 
tion in  the  world,  facilitating  the  handling  of  messages  direct  without  relay. 

Tnis  station  will  be  active  in  American  Radio  Relay  League  and  Army  Amteur 
activities. 

How ^ that  W5UAC  is  kiown  to  all  of  the  amateurs  of  the  U.S.A.  and  parts  of 
the  world,  and  the  messages  have  dwindled  down  to  normal  again,  Ivfuller  and  Smith, 
the  two  operators,  can  catch  up  on  some  long  lost  sleep. 

oOo— 

HE7/  RA.DI0  SqUIPMrijHT  FOR  FIRST  PURSUIT  GROUP 

Lieut s,  John  S.  Griffith  and  F.I.  Jacobs  ferried  two  P-12  planes  to  Camden, 
H.J.,  where  two  five  or  six  meter  RCA  commfmd  sets  were  installed.  The  installa- 
tion was  made  at  the  RCA  factory.  The  Group  is  to  receive  six  Western  Electric  . 
Command  sets,  which  will  be  placed  in  the  group  and  squadron  commanders'  air- 
planes, Tills  installation  is  nov/  being  coimileted  at  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot, 

With  these-  new  transmitters  and  receivers,  improved  results  are  expected  in 
the  radio  .control  of  group  and  squadron  maneuvers  and  problems. 

oOo 


The  28th  Bombardment  Squadron,  stationed  at  Hichols  Field,  P.I.,  priding  it- 
self as  a very  versatile  organization  tlirough  having  flown  various  types  of  ser- 
vice planes,  now  comes  forth; in  a contribution  to  the  Hews  Letter,  with  the 
follo\dng  statement: 

"The  Bombardiers  are  no  longer  sold  on  the  idea  that  it  requires  quick  think- 
ing to  fly  Pursuit  planes.  We  have  found  them  very  easy;  so  easy,  in  fact,  that 

we  only  fly  them  when  we  want  a rest.  However,  we  prefer  the  dignity  and  stateli- 
ness of  a somber,  menacing  bomber  to  the  harmless  buzzing  of  a gadfly." 

It  is  to  be  presumed,  of  course,  that  the  above  will  be  greeted  with  shouts 

0 ^derision,  Harlem  Huzzshs  or  Bronx  cheers  when  it  catches  the  eyes  of  the  Pur- 
Buiters.  However,  the  statement  is  not  quoted  with  the  idea  of  precipitating  a 
riot,  but  merely. because  it  tickles  the  funny  bone, 
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It  is  gratify, 
ing  to  note 
that  so  far 
this  year  there 
has  heeii  a ter- 
rific slrrnip  in 
Caterpillar 
Cluh , Common, 

The  records  disclose  that  during  the  period  from  January  1 to  July  1,  1930,  a 
total  of  65  eme'rgency  jumps  were  made,  as  against  34  for  the  same  period  this 
year,  a drop  of  31  points. 

At  this  time  no  figures  are  available  as  to  the  total  flying  time  for  this 

year,  as  compared  to  last  year,  so  that  other  comparisons  may  be  made  and,  inci- 

dentally, arrive  at  some  sort  of  conclusion  as  to  the  cause  for  the  much  wished 
for  slump.  However,  as  far  as  military  avia^tion  is  concerned,  it  may  be  safely 
assumed  that  just  as  much,  if  not  miOre,  flying  time  was  accumulated  the  first 

half  of  this  year  as  the  year  before.  Touching  on  the  Air  Corps  alone,  it  may 

be  said  that  considerably  more  flying  time  was  accumulated  so  far  this  year, 
since  the  Maneuvers  alone  accounted  for  approximately  38,000  hours.  Despite 
this  increase  in  flying  time,  the  records  disclose  that,  talcing  only  into  con- 
sideration emergency  jumps  me-de  by  Air  Corps  Regular  and  Reserve  personnel,  five 
more  emergency  jumps  were  made  during  the  first  six  months  last  year  than  this 
year,  the  figures  being  23  against  18. 

In  the  last  compilation  of  the  roster  of  the  Caterpillar  Club,  which  appear- 
ed in  the  News  Letter  of  March  19th,  the  figures  then  given  were  350  lives  saved 
and  363  emergency  jumps  made.  At  this  writing,  a total  of  371  lives  have  been 
saved  by  the  parachute  in  this  country,  and  386  jumps  made,  15  being  repeaters. 
The  latest  members  of  the  Caterpillar  Club  to  be  honored  v/ith  Second  Degrees  are 
Major  James  H.  Doolittle  and  2nd  Lieut.  Arthu.r  R.  Kingham,  both  of  the  Air  Corps 
Reserve.  Major  Doolittle,  whose  first  jump  occurred  during  the  Air  Races  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  September  1,  1929,  received  his  second  initiation  on  June  23rd 
at  East  St,  Louis,  111.,  when  the  fabric  tore  loose  from  the  wings  of  his  plane 
while  traveling  at  an  indicated  speed  of  235  miles  an  hour,  Lieut.-  Kingham, 
who  became  a "Silk  Sailor"  on  December  6,  1930,  near  Waco,  Texasy-while  a Elying 
Cadet  undergoing  training,  "rode  the  goat"  again  on  June  9th  last  when,  flying 
near  Sacramento,  Calif.,  his  Pursuit  'plane  went  out  of  control  at  1500  feet  alti- 
tude. 

Colonel  Charles  A.  Lindbergh  is  still  "Monarch"  of  the  Caterpillars  with 
four  jumps.  There  are  no  Third  Degree  members,  so  far  as  known,  but  Second 
Degree  Members,  in  addition  to  Doolittle  and  Kingham,  are;  Captain  Prank  O'D.  ■ 
Hunter,  Lieuts.  Eugene  H.  Barksdale  (deceased),  James  T.  Hutchison  and  Sergeant 
Miller,  Air  Corps,  Ernest  E.  Dryer,  James  Rutledge,  Al.  Wilson,  Samuel  J .^amson,  , 
Harry  Sievers  and  Verne  E.  Treat,  civilian  pilots,  i 

Candidates  initiated  into  the  Cater'oillar  Club  since  the  last  tabulation  | 


are 

listed  below,  as  follows; 

No. 

Date 

Name 

Rank 

1930 

339 

Dec, 

22 

J.W.  Ludington 

Private,  Air  Corps 

340 

Dec. 

1931 

22 

L.E.  Massie 

2nd  Lt. , Air  Corps 

353 

March 

23 

R.C.W.  Blessley 

Capt, , Air  Corps 

354 

March 

24 

J.C.  Torrien 

Pharmacists  Mate,USN 

355 

March 

24 

J.P.  Grando 

Private,  U.S  .Marines 

356 

March 

24 

J.J.  Vladc 

Private,  U.S. Marines 

357 

April 

5 

Justin  C.  Ford 

Private,  Air  Corps 

358 

April 

5 

James  T .Cumherpatch 

1st  Lt.,  Air  Corps 

359 

April 

6 

Joseph  A.  Brier 

Flying  Cadet,  A.C. 

360 

A-oril 

8 

Edward  L.  Pugh 

Lieut.,  U.S.  Marines 

361 

J\pril 

8 

Conradi 

Private,  U.S. Marines 

362 

April 

13 

Charles  G.  Breene 

Captain,  Air  Corps 

353 

April 

13 

Charles  A,  French 

Lfe-j  or  .Coast  Artillery 

364 

April 

15 

Paul  Hovgard 

Civilian 

365 

April 

25 

Anthony  Siekledki 

Civilian 

366 

April 

28 

Peter  T.  Hubert 

National  Guard 

367 

April 

28 

James  C. Richardson 

Sgt.,  Air  Corps 
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Place  of  Jumu 


Port  Riley,  Kansas. 
Port  Riley,  Kansas. 


Self ridge  Eield,  Mich. 
Gondega,  Nicaragua. 
Condega,  Nicaragua, 
Condega,  Nicaragua. 
Bakersfield,  Calif. 
Balcersfield,  Calif, 
Kelly  Eield,  Texas. 
Managua,  Nicaragua. 
Managua,  Nicaragua. 
Langley  Eield,  Va. 
Langley  Field,  Va. 
Washingt  on , D . C . 

Long  Island,  N.Y. 


Chicago,  111. 


Fort  Benning,  Ga.  „ 
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368 

April 

29 

Ernest  K.  War hurt on 

2nd  Lieut . , Air  Corps 

Selfridge  Field, Mch. 

369 

May 

27 

F.N.  Kivette 

Lieut.  U.S.  Havy 

Ream  Field , Cal  if  ' p 

370 

May 

27 

F,S.  Golding 

A.M.M. , U.S.  Navy 

Ream  Field,  Calif. 

371 

June 

6 

Harold  R*  Osborne 

Private,  Air  Corps 

Chanute  Field, 111.  . 

332 

June 

9 

Arthur  R.  Kingham 

2nd  Lt.A.C.  Reserve 

Sacramento,  Calif. 

166 

June 

23 

James  H»  Doolittle 

Major,  A.C.  Reserve 

East  St, Louis, 111. 

Dae  to  the  lack  of  space  in  this  issue  of  the  News  Letter,  the  details 
covering  the  emergency  jumps  above  enumerated  cannot  now  be  given  but,  because 
of  the  unusual  character,  of  Private  Osborne’s  initiation,  the  report  covering 
same  is  quoted  below,  as  follows; 

At  9; 45  a.m, , Friday,  Jmie  5th,  while  making  a live  parachute  jump  from  an 
0-25A  Observation  airplane,  at  an  altitude  of  2,000  feet.  Private  Harold  R, 
Osborne,  27th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Selfridge  Field,  a student  in  the  Parachute 
Riggers  Course  at  Chanute  Field,  111. , spoke  intimately  with  his  Maker  in  an  ex- 
perience which  happens  once  in  a man’s  life.  As  the  only  Transport  plane  at 
Chanute  Field,  a .0-3,  was  out  of  commission  awaiting  a new  tank,  arrangements 
were  made, to  take  up  five  parachute  riggers  at  a time  in  the  rear  cockpits  of 
five  0-25  Observation  planes  flying  in  open  formation  to  afford  them  an  opportu- 
nity to  make  voluntary  parachute  jumps  prior  to  their  graduation.  Jumps  were 
made  by  four  of  the  men  over  Chanute  Field  without  incident,  but  the  fifth  man. 
Private  Osborne,  met  with  a mishap. 

Private  Osborne  jum^ped  at  9;45  a.m.,  when  about  2,000  feet  over  the  flying 
field,  but  had  pulled  his  rip  cord  before  he  left  the  plane.  While  he  himself 
cleared  the  empennage,  the  already  opened  ’ chute. fouled  the  counterbalance ■ of 
the  right  elevator.  Immediately  the  parachute  tore  from  the  skirt  to  center 
reinforcement,  leaving  him  suspended  by  a pair  of  shroud  lines.  The  main  part 
of  the  p^achute  with  the  rest  of  the  shrcrud  lines  alternately  hung  slack,  then 
partly  filled  with  air,  and- went  slack  again,  whipping  Private  Osborne’s  face 
and  causing  him  to  swing  violently  fore  and  aft  in  pendulum  fashion.  Still  the 
pair  of  shroud  lines  that  suspended  him  wotild  not  cut  or  fray  enough 'to  part. 

In^the  meantime  the  pilot  of  this  •’:)lane , 2nd  Lieut.  Charles  H.  Deerwester, 
was  having  no  easy  time.  Tbe  moment  the  parachute  fouled  his  flipper,  the  ]plane 
was  suddenly  checked  and  then  lost  about  20  miles  in  air  speed,,  showing  an 
insatiate  desire  to  climb  to  the  moon.  Fortunately,  the  ’’Conqueror"  engine  was 
equal  to  the  task.  Still,  to  keep  the  plane  level,  even  after  full  stabilizer 
correction  had  been  made,  required  a strong  arm,  Lieut.  Deerwester  managed  it 
for  almost  an  hour  until  he  was  finally  relieved  of  his  unusual  load.  Private 
Osborne,  in  excellent  physical  condition,  kept  his  head  and  preserved  his 
strength  for  what  appeared  to  be  his  only  chance  to  eat  again  at  Chanute  Field*  s 
General  Mess. 


As  soon  as  it  became  evident  that  Private  Osborne  could  not  release  himself, 
an  that  his  emergency  'chute  was  still  unopened,  steps  were  taken  to  cut  him 
oose.  Among  the  numerous  volunteers,,  one  armed  with  a sickle,  another  with  a 
tcher  knife  and  others  with  all  sorts  of  cutlery,  1st  Lieut.  Howard  E.Engler, 
pilot,  and  2nd  Lieut.  Austin  A.  Straubel,  passenger,  were  chosen.  Taking  off  in 
a !^econd^0-25,  these  officers  overtook  the  other  plane,  their  plane  bearing  the 
inscription  "Follow  Me"  chalked  oi\  its  side.  They  succeeded  in  lowering  a 
po  et  knife  in  a shot  bag  suspended  by  a light  cord  to  Private  Osborne,  The 
e lyery  was ^ by  no  means  easy,  due  to  the  violent  swinging  of  the  hapless  man, 

finally  effected.  As  he  grasped  the  swinging  knife,  his  entire  out- 
ooic  toward  life  changed  immediately.  He  cut  the  shroud  lines,  fell  free, opened 
is  emergency  ’chute  and  made  a safe  and  slow  descent  into  a soft  field  about 

^ Chanpaign,  111.  city  limits.  Both  planes  landed  nearby, 

0^  irn  uninjured,  save  for  some  shock  caused  by  his  novel  ride,  and  a few 
tw  fnora  the  whipping  of  the  shroud  lines.  The  return  of  the 

Held  was  the  occasion  of  an  enthusiastic  demonstration. 

® Osborne  was  thoroughly  congratulated  upon  his  thrilling  escape,  and  the 
mand^^^  carry  the  warmest  feeling  of  commendation  of  the  entire  com- 

thinldng,  and  unusual  ability  demonstrated  in 
for  impossible  predicament;  Lieut.  Deerwester 

Ene-ler  -Pov  flight  with  his  worse  than  criunled  airplane;  Lieut. 

coOTolishin/:/'  excellent  judgment, “^d  Lieut.  Straubel  for  ac-. 

■fcbe“handq  impossible  feat  of  placing  a loiife  from  one  air-olane  in 

01  a man  suspended  from  another  iit  the  end:crf  a-toriK'Tierachute. 

EliGht^^r^An2^^215® ’ spirits,  proceeded  to  an  interview  with  the 

rinS  of  bftw^  ^ fo^nd  still  to  be  holding  the 

th  rip  cords,  to  be  preserved  in  his  collection  for  all  time. 
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punsuiTSRS  LE4VE  TOLEDO  soinmim  TO  mffiieJiiR  •mmi  m 

HEIT  tha:  1st  Pursuit  Group  descended  on  Toledo,  Ohio,  after  a pre-i!aneuvers 
pro  1)10111  on  May  12th,  the  gariiinfr  populace  of  ...that  city  benefited  to  the  ex- 
tent of  more  than  $10,000  actual  cash  as  a result. 

It  seems  that  policy  game  players  correlated  the  apisearance  of  the  planes 
on  that  date  with  a certain  "dream  book"  explanation  and- crashed  through  in  a big 
way  to  win  a 600  to  1 shot.  One  policy  game  operator  alone  admitted  he  lost 
$9,500.  This  operator  explained  that  certain  "dream  books"  which  policy  game 
players  follow  faithfully  for  hunches,  gave  615  as  the  number  in  a dream  in  which 
airplanes  appear.  Then  it  so  hap;pened  that  615  was  the  winning  number  in  the 
game  on  Ifey  i2th,  and  hundreds  of  players  had  picked  it,  with  a tremendous  loss 
to  the  operators. 

Another  res^^lt  of  the  trip  was  to  stir  within  the  breast  of  a rural  youth 
near  Toledo  an  intense  desire  to  "git  into  the  aviation"  so  he  could  "show  the 
women  folks".  His  letter  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  1st  Pursuit  Group 
follows; 

"Dear  Sirs; 

I saw  the  hell  cats  when  you  came  in  toledo  to  attack  the  city  tuesday 
morning  at  10:30  a.m,  I watch  you  for  20  minutes  and  it  was  very  nice,  but  when 
you  flew  right  over  our'house  i sd:id  to  my  mother  that  i would  not  mind  being  up 
there  with  you.  She  said  that  I could  join  the  array  if  i wanted  to  and  I want 
to  join  the  Hell-Cats.  THAT  is  in  the  array  isn’t  it?  Well,  I suppose  you  want 
my  age  & hei^t?  Well  here  it  is.  I’m  19  years  old  and  I*ra  6 feet  3j-  inches^ 
tall.  I lia.ve  tried  to  get  in  the  AVIATION  but  some  fliers  say  that  I can*t  git 
in  be-cause  I’m  deaf  in  one  ear  and  I have  been  that  vray  all  my  19  years. 

Do  you  think  I could  got  in  the  army  and  be  a flier  so  my  mother  would  be 
proud  of  me.  I have  a sweetheart  and  she  does  not  give  a for  me  any  more 
because  I have  no  money  to  take  her  any  place.  Will  you  give  me  a trial?  just 
once? 

Yours  truly, 

YOUR  Priend." 

The  name  "Hell-Cats"  had  been  given  the  Group  by  a Toledo  newspaper  which 
waxed  enthusiastic  on  the  occasion  of  a preceding  fli^t  over  their  city. 

The  visit  to  Toledo  which  resulted  in  the  above  article  and  letter  took 
place  on  May  12th,  when  75  Pursuit  planes  performed  Group  Ifeneuvers,  radio- 
controlled,  for  a few  moments  over  Toledo  and  practiced  landing,  parking  ^d 
taking  off  from  the  Toledo  Airport  as  a preliminary  exercise  for  the  pending 
Air  Corps  I^feneu-vers.  The  pilots  were  iguests  of  the  Toledo  Commerce  Club  at 
luncheon,  after  which  the  Group  returned  to  Selfridge  Field, 

oOo 


EXPLORING  THE  WILDS  OF  THE  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS 

Daring  the  course  of  a recent  cross-country  trip  in  the  Philippines,  which^ 
was  made  in  a B-5A  Bomber,  piloted  by  2nd  Lieut.A.J.K.  Kialone,  who  was  accompanied 
by  Major-General  Paul  B.  Malone;  his  aide,  Captain  O.S.  Robles,  Infantry;  and 
Staff  Sergeant  S.B.  Young,  Crew  Chief,  a landing  was  made  on  the  bank  of  a river; 
in  the  heart  of  the  mountains  of  Nueva  Vizcaya  Province  in  Northern  Luzon,  where 
no  plane  had  ever  landed  before.  In  -fact,  few  planes  ever  fly  over  this  ^section. 

Incidentally,  this  country  is  the  home  of  the  Ilongots,  the  most  primitive  ; 
mountain  natives  in  the  Islands,  who  still  engage  in  head-hunting.  There  being 
no  roads,  and  the  nearest  ci-vilized  settlement  - Echague  - being  two  days  dis- 
tant by  foot  and  banca,  few  white  men  ever  visit  this. section.  The  so  called^ 
landing  field  was  the  side  of  a hill  covered  with  cogan  grass.  Aside  from  being 
rou^,  it  was  good  enou^  for  a &*3A  to  get  in  and  out  of. 

The  Ilongots  were  terribly  afraid  of  the  -plane,  at  first  and  thought  it  was 
a big  bird  that  made  much  noise  because  it  was  very  wroth.  In  time  , however, 
they  overcame  their  fears  and  became  very  curious. 

— -oOo— 


Prince  Takamatsu,  returning  to  Jax^an  with  his  bride,  after  an  extended 
honeymoon  in  America,  was  escorted  out  of  the  Golden  Gate  by  a six-ship  forma- 
tion from  Crissy  Field,  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  the  flight  leader 
being  Cap-tain  Harvey  W.  Prosser,  Air  Coros,  . - 
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SECREIAHy  OF  Wjm  VISITS  CmmJTE  FIELD 

The  Secretary  of  War,  Hon.  Patrick  J,  Hurley,  airived  at  Chanute  Field  on 
the  evening  of  June  15th,  "by  air,  in  his  flying  office  - a specially  equipped 
Ford  0-4  Transport  - piloted  hy  Lieut.  Cousland,  from  Peoria,  111.,  departing 
from  Chanute  Field  for  eastern  points  at  11;00  o* clock  the  following  morning. 

While  at  Chanute  Field,  Mr.  Hurley  inspected  the  station  with  the  Cormnand- 
ing  Officer,  Captain  Samuel  C.  Sken^,  A.G.,  and  on  the  forenoon  of  June  16th 
met  at  Headquarters  a delegation  of  civilian  officials  and  "business  men  from 
Ur"bana,  Champaign,  Rantcml  and  other  near"by  communities,  headed  "by  Congressman 
Adkins,  of  Illinois.  A conference  ensued  during  which  Mr.  Hurley  was  urged  to 
retain  Chanute  Field  as  an  active  Army  post  on  its  present  status,  Mr.  Hurley 
stated  frankly  aiid  emphatically  that,  due  to  the  policy  of  econoii^’'  and  maintain- 
ing present  efficiency,  it  was  his  intention  and  that  of  the  War  Department  to 
move  Chanute  Field  to  a location  near  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  that  this 
would  "be  done  unless  a direct  order  to  the  contrary  were  issued  hy  Congress, 

Mr,  Hurley  further  stated  that  it  would  he  possible  to  have  moved  Chanute  Field 
piecemeal,  so  gradually  that  the  move  would  he  completed  before  the  action  were 
known,  hut  that  he  would  rather  tell  the  representatives  of  this  district  frank- 
ly that  the  move  is  fully  intended.  He  further  stated  that  the  move  would  not 
he  made  at  once  because  of  the  economic  pressure  of  the  present  "business  depres- 
sion which  might  seriously  affect  the  surrounding  district, 

"Upon  taking  'off  from  Peoria,  damage  caused  the  tail  surfaces  of  the  Trans- 
port throu^  swinging  into  a visiting  car  which  had  rushed  up,  required  repairs 
at  Chanute  Field.  These  repairs  were  accomplished  during  the  night  hours  at 
Chanute  Field  by  the  Department  of  Mechanics  of  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School, 
with  the  result  that  the  airplane  was  ready  for  Mr.  Hurley  at  his  scheduled  time 
of  departure. 

During  his  visit  at  the  field,  Mr,  Hurley  was  the  house  guest  of  Lieut, 
and  Mrs.  Wm,  C.  Farnum,  A.C.,  at  their  residence  in  Eantoul.  Lieut,  Cousland 
was  the  guest  of  Capt.  and  Mrs,  Samuel  Connell,  A.C.,  at  their  quarters  at 
Chanute  Field. 

— -oOo*«— 

WORK  OF  TEAHSPORT  GROUP  PLEASES  ITS  COmUDER 

Returning  to  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot  hy  air,  via  Fort  Bragg,  H.C.; 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  Shreveport,  La. , from  his  participation  as  Commanding  Offi- 
cer of  the  31st  Transport  Group  (Provisional)  in  the  recent  Air  Corps  l^aneuvers, 
Lieut .-Colonel  A.W.  Robins  expressed  himself  as  greatly  delighted  at  the  success 
with  which  the  Demonstrations  were  attended  and  stated  his  belief  that  the  experi- 
ence gained  therein  will  be  most  salutary  in  connection  with  the  problems  of 
national  defense. 

As  the  31st  Transport  Group  was  the  first  organization  of  its  kind  to  he 
employed  in  Army  tactics,  he  stated  that  he  was  particularly  pleased  with  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  work  performed  by  it,  the  efficiency  of  the  personnel  composing 
it,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  fulfilled  its  functions  as  a part  of  the  Division 
in  the  rapid  and  effective  air  transportation  of  ]personnel  and  materiel. 

oOo 

SCOTT  FIELD  PIGEOHS  SHOW  THEIR  SPEED 

Scott  Field's  pigeon  loft  carried  away  the  premier  honors  in  the  last  race 
of  the  St.  Louis  -pigeon  club.  The  Army  birds  took  first,  second  and  sixth  i^laces 
in  this  207-mile  race  for  yearlings,  thus  vindicating  the  judgment  of  Staff  Sgt. 
Ito  Bronlihurst,  pigeoneer,  who  had  -predicted  fine  -performance  for  his  young 
birds.  In  winning  the  race,  the  Scott  Field  birds  averaged  a s-peed  of  nearly 
1400  yards  per  minute. 

oOo 

During  a recent  night  flight  of  six  ships  at  Self ridge  Field,  Lieut, Morgan, 
flight  leader,  had  his  stahiliaetr  and  flip-pers  hit  with  enough  force  to  bend  them 
at  a considerable  angle,  locking  his  elevator  control.  Overcoming  his  initial 
impulse,  which  was  to  jump,  he  brought  the  ship  in  safely  by  the  ticklish  stabil- 
izer and  gun  method,  executing  the  maneuver  skilfully^ under  exceptionally  diffi- 
^It  cirannsta-nces.  On  the  following  day,  Lieut,  Estes  had  a similar  experience. 
Bsth  officers  were  commended  by  the  Commander  of  the  First  Pursuit  Groun'for 
their  exhibitions  of  skill. 
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A.milQUB  AIHPMS  ^AISHAP 


An  exceedingly  rare  instance  of  an  airplane  pilot  iDeing  overcome  "by  monox- 
ide poisoning  ■‘dui'ing  flight  culminated  in  a rather  trying  ex::?erience  for 
his  companion  in  his  endeavor  to  ta^ie  over  the  control  of  the  airplane  to 
avert  a serious  disaster. 

Tuo  student  officers  of  the  Aerial  Photography  Class  of  the  Air  Corps  Tech- 
nical School,  Chamite  Field,  Bant oul,  111.,  were  engaged  in  taking  photographs 
at  an  altitude  of  12,000  feet  over  Chicago  for  the  purpose  of  making  a mosaic  of 
that  city,  when  the  photographer  sensed  that  the  plane  suddenly  went ^ into  a 
steep'  dive,  an  unusual  maneuver  for  work  of  this  character.  The  officers,  2nd 
Iiieuts.  Philip  D.  Coates,  pilot*  and  James  S.  Olive, Jr. , photographer,  had  com- 
pleted alDout  three  hours'  work  at  their  hi^  elevation  over  the  mid-western 
metropolis,  when  things  began  to  happen,  and  Lieut.  Olive  became  involved  in  the 
most  thrilling  fli^t  of  his  career  in  the  Araiy  Air  Corps, 

Upon  going  forward  to  confer  v/ith  the  pilot  regarding  the  most  unusual  be- 
havior of  the  plane,  Lieut,  Olive  found  Lieut.  Coates  in  an  unconscious  condition. 
He  had  fallen  forward  in  his  seat,  his  shoulders  pressing  the  control  stick  for- 
ward, with  the  result  that  the  airplane  was  diving  at  a speed  of  approximately 
170  miles  an  hour, , 'Vigorously  shaking  the  pilot  in  an  endeavor  to  arouse  him 
from  his  -stupor  and  finding  this  in  vain,  Lieut.  Olive  grasped  Lieut.  ^ Coates  and 
held  his  unconscious  form  back  into  the  seat,  reaching  forward  with  his  right 
hand  while  standing  behind  the  seat.  Straining  on  the  control  stick,  he  brought  |[ 
the  airplane  back  to  fairly  normal  condition  of  flight,  'but  in  doing  so ^ lost 
about  3,000  feet  of  altitude  over  Chicago  and  was  heading  toward  Lake  Michigan. 

It  Was  impossible  for  him  to  reach  the  rudder  bar  to  offset  a change  in  the 
direction  of  the  plane.  He  attempted  to  remove  Lieut,  Coates  from  the  seat,  but 
the  latter's  feet  were  extended  and  hooked  over  the  rudder  bar  and  effectually 
prevented  Lieut.  Olive  reaching  it.  Every  time  Lieut.  Olive  released  his  hold 
on  the  ]pilot,  the  latter  would  slump  forward  against  .the  control  stick,  and^each 
time  he  hauled  the  pilot  back  and  released  his  own  hold  on  the  stick,  the  airplane 
\70uld  go  into  a sharp  zoom.  Finally,  through  almost  superhuman  efforts,  Lieut. 
Olive  was  able  to  pull  back, the  back  of  the  pilot's  seat  and  place  Lieut.  Coates 
in  a prone 'position.  Even  then  being  unable  to  reach  the  rudder,  he  straddled  ^ 
Lieut.  Coates'  urostrate  form,  turning  and  flying  the  plane  towards  Chanute  Field  ; 
at  6,000  feet  with  the  stick  only,  standing  in  this  awkward  position  and,  in  adai- 
tion,  holding  Lieut.  Coates'  head  in  his  other  hand  near  an  open  vent.  This  con-, 
tinned  for  about  45  minutes,  when  Lieut,  Coates  showed  signs  of  reviving. 

After  Lieut,  Coates  became  fairly  rational,  he  attempted^  to  fly  ^ the  airplane,' 
but  could  not  regain  full  consciousness  or  sense  of  coordination,  Lieut.  Olive 
removed  him  from  the  pilot's  seat  as  soon  as  enou^  strength  had  returned  to  en- 
able him  to  accomplish  this,  and  placed  him  in  the  rear  compartment  of  the  photo- 
graphic plane,  where  he  suffered  acute  nausea, 

■With  the  controls  at  his  command,  Lieut.  Olive  flew  the  airplane  to  Cmnu  e 
Field  and  landed.  At  this  time  Lieut.  Coates  has  regained  his  normal  faculties 
to  some  degree  and',  while  still  suffering  tremors  and  nausea,  was  able  to  talk 
a.nd  walk -to  the  hospital,  where  he  was  cared  for  by  the  Fligar-  I^rgeon. 

Upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  Lieut,  Coates  had  suffered  serious  J 
attack  of  monoxide  poisoning,  due  to,  an  unusual  break  in  the  ^exhaust  line^  leading 
through  a halter  ja.cket,  allowing  exhaust  gases  to  fill  the  interior  of  the  air- 
plane immediately  around  the  pilot.  The  photograp'b.er  was  not  affected  by  the 
fumes,  since  he  had  been  taking  vertical  photogr?:phs  through  an  opening  in  the 
floor  of  the  plane  and  had  been  breathing  only  fresh  air,  ^ 

Tnis  incident  so  happily  ended  goes  down  in  vie  history  of  Chanute 
the  School  as  one  of  the  most  unique  experiences  which  had  befallen  airmen  at^ 
that  station,  and  Lieut.  Olive  was  heartily  congratulated  upon  his  resourcefi^'" 
ness  in  bringing  both  Lieut,  Coates  and  himself  out  of  a most  dangerous  an  za 
dous  aerial  situation. 

— -oOo- — 

The  55th  Pursuit  Squadron,  now  stationed  at  Mather  Field,  Sacr^ento,  telif-' 
ha.s  been  ordered  transferred,  to  HSIheeler  Field,  Hawaii,  effective  July  * 

The  Squadron  was  organized  this  Spring,  presumably  as  one  of  the  three  Fursui 
squadrons  intended  for  stat&on  gutsid©  of  the  continental  limits  of  the  IJ.S. 


WAR  DEP-AHTIilSFr  OEDi'JHS  JJ-RECTINCr  AIB  CORPS  CPPICEES 


CHAITOES  OP  STAMOE:  To  Itowell  Field,  Ala.;  Major  RoT^ert  C.  Candee,  Capt. 
David"^“ ‘^Seaton, 'TIs'b  Lieut s.“Jam^s  1'':  &ir-ry,Jr. , Charles  McK.  Rohinson  and  John 
DeP.  Barker,  Langley  Field,  for  duty  on  Staff  and  Faculty  of  A. C. Tactical  School; 
Major  Jolin  P.  Curry,  f^angley  Field,  as  C.O.  and  Commandant  of  Tactical  School; 
2nd  Lt.  Hay\7ood  Hansell,  Jr.  , from  Langley  Field;  1st  Lieut.  Ceorge  C.  McDonald, 
Langley  Field, for.  duty  oh  Staff  and  Faculty  of  Tactical -Scliool;  Major  G-eorge  jl. 
Lovell,  Langley  Field,  for  duty  as  student  at  Tactical  School;  Captains  Claire  L. 
Chennault  and  Donald  Wilson,  Langley  Field,  for  duty  on  Staff  and  Faculty  of 
Tactical  School;  1st  Lieut.  Ernest  E.  Moon  from  Clianute  Field,  111. 

To  Langley  Field,  Va.  ; 1st  Lieut.  Reginald  R.  Gillespie,  Miarch  Field;  1st 
Lieut,  j^feirion  L.  Elliott,  Self  ridge  Field;  Capt.  Eagene  L.  Eahank,  upon_  comple- 
tion course  of  instruction  at  Tactical  School;  1st  Lierit.  Lloyd  E.  Hunting,  upon 
completion  tour  of  duty  in  Panama;  Capt.  Wm.  D,  Wheeler,  upon  completion  course 
of  instiuction  at  Tactical  School, 

■'To  Materiel  Division.  Wright  Field.  Ohio;  Capt.  Romeyn  B.  Hough,  upon  com- 
pletion of  course  of  instruction  at  Harvard  School  of  Business  Administration; 

1 S't'' Li euif,  .Albert  B.  Pitts,  upon  .completion  course  of  instruction,  Sheffield 
Scientific  School,  Yale  University;  ''I\f5ajor 


B.  Pitts,  u-oon  com-oletion  cou.rse  of  instruction,  oiiexxiwiu. 

■ “ ■ “ ‘ ; ■'  Robert  LeCr.  Walsh,  Assistant  Military 

Attache  for  Air,  Paris,  li'rance. 


• To  Panama  Canal  Demrtment;  1st  Lieut.  Robert  D.  Knapp.  Brooks  Field,  sail- 
frora  H.Y.  Augri2BTlirT*sTlireur^^  K.  McPuffie,  Kelly  Field,  ^ sailing  Oct.  22; 

Capt.  Alvan  C.  Kincaid,  from  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas. 

To  Hawaiian  Department ; Ca,pt,  Carl  F.  Greene,  Wri{pit  Field,  sailing  about 
Aug.  2btii;  1st  LtT'J^mas  ’T.  Craw,  Kelly  Field,  sailing  about  Oct.  2na. 

To  Phili-opine  Department ; 2nd  Lieut,  Frederic  E.  Glantzberg,  upon  completion 
course  of^nstmction  ao  Air’  Corps  aigineering  School,  sailing  about  Hov.  4th. 

To  M^rch  Field,  Calif.;  1st  Lieut.  Howard  Z.  .Bogert,  upon  com-pletion  course 
of  instruction  at  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology;  2nd  Lieut,  Tom  W.  Scott, 
Rockwell  Field;  1st  Lts.  Harold  W,  Beaton  and  Westside  T. ^Larson,  upon  completion 
course  of  instruction  at  Air  Corps  Tactical  School;  1st  Lieut,  Harold  jJ  . Rouse, 
upon  completion  tour  of  duty  in  Ha.waii;  1st  Lieut.  Harold  D.  Smith,  u]pon  comple- 
tion tour  of  duty  in  Panama. 

To  Bolling  Field,  D.C.;  1st  Lieut.  Tliomas  D.  White,  ^ March  Field;  Capt.  Wm. 

V.  Andrews,  upon  completion  course  of  instruction  at  Taxtical  School. 

To  Crissy  Field,  Calif.';  Major  Michael  F,  Davis,  Office  Chief  Air  Corps. 

To  Office  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  , Wa3hing.tp.n_L  I.fejor  Walter  G.Kilner, 
Office  Chief  of  Air  Corps;  Capt.  Idwal  H.  Edwards,  Tactical  School .Langley  lield. 

To  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.  Cainhridge_^_.  Mass....A  1st  1''^ 

A.  KeipTer,Jr,“^^g!Er'Trel^,  2,nd  Lt7  Carl  F.  TKeisen,  Seiiridge,  duty  as  students. 
To.  G1 eve land,  Ohio ;lst  Lieut.  Charles  Backes,  Philippines,  for  auty  with 
■37th  Division  Aviation,  "Ohio  Rational  Guard, 

To  Air  Cores  Training  Center,  Duncan  Field.  Texas;  Capt , _ U , G.  Jones , Hawaiian 
Department;  1st  Lieuts.  Odas  Moon  and  George. A.  McHenry,  Tactical  Scnool , Langley, 

. ^0  Brooks  Field.  Texas:  Cant.  Harry  H,  Young,  Tactical  School , Langley  Field; 
'1st  Lieut,  John  P.  Kirkendall,  March  Field,  for  training,  July  1. 

. To  Scott  Field.  111.;  Capt.  John  P.  Temple,  from  Hawaiian  Department. 

■To  Washinr,'t on . D , C . 1st  Lieut.  Edward  E.  Hildreth,  University  of  Illinois, 
Urbaiia,  f5r  duty  in  Office  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps. 

Upon  completion  course  of  instruction  a,t  Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  Langley 

- Miller  to  Air 
Field 
Chauncey 

To  Fort  Crockett;* Texas?  ’ '*  ’ , 

PROMOTIORS;  To  Ce-utain  - 1st  Lieuts.  Leonidas  L.  Koontz  and  Edward  DiJones, 
rank  from  June  6th;  to  1st  Lieutenant  - 2nd  Lieuts,  Walter  L.  Wheeler,  raiiL?:  June 
6th;  Rorme  D.  Frost,  ranlr  June '9th;  Edgar  T.  Royes,  Jemes  K.  DeArmond,  Harvey  L. 
Boyden,- rank  June  1st;  Linus  D.  Frederick,  rank  June' 13th, 

relieved  from'  detail  to  TEIE  air  CORPS;  2nd  Lieuts.  Aubrey  ju.  Strode, Jr. , to 
34th .Infantry , Fort  Eusti s~,  Xal'; ' 'Stuart  F.  Crawford  to  18th  Field  Artillery,  Fort 
Sill, 'Oklahoma;  Richard  M.  Bristol  to  25th  Inf,,  Douglas.,  Arizona. 

detailed  to  the  air  corps . and  to  Brooks  Field,  -Texas,  for  primary  flying 
TRAIRIRG;  2nd  Lieut w Barney  A.  Daughtry,  Infantry.  ■ 

RETIREMERT ; 2nd  Lieut.  .Alfred  L.  Beatie  to  proceed  to  his  home  to  await 
.retirement,  ' ' - 

. ' oOo , 

The  West- Point  Cadets  arrived  at' Langley  Field,  Va. , on  June  14th.  The 
49th  Bombardment  Squadron;  is  chafge’d  with  the  responsibility  of  training  the 
.Cadets  this  year.  ■ Most  of  th®  time  of  the  West  Pointers  in  the  air  this  year 
will  be  in  Bombing  planes.  In  former 'years  the  primary  training  types  of 
planes  were  utilized  d-Uring  the  brief  training  period  of  the  Cadets, 
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laaigley  Fields  Va« , June  15th; 

2d  Bom'bardment  Group;  The  three  squadrons  of  the  2nd  Eomhardraent  Group  are 
through  a rejuvenating  process  to  recover  from  the  diock  of  running  their  motors 
almost  V7ide  open  all  the  time  in  order  to  keep  in  front  of  the  Pursuiters,  Fly- 
ing has  heen  practically  called  off  for  three  days  in  order  to  give  the  planes 
a thorough  check. 

Six  pilots  of  the  2nd  Bomhardment  Group  are  starting  out  on  a very  inter- 
esting trip  to  Panama.  It  has  fallen  to  their  lot  to  ferry  three  B-3A  Borahers 
to  France  Field,  The  trip  will  he  made  in  easy  stages  and  should  prove  inter- 
esting and  also  very  instructive  to  Lieuts.  J.E.  Adams,  T.S.  Power,  S.T.  Spivey, 
J.J.  Ladd,  L.G.  Saunders  and  R,G.  Cuno,  the  pilots  chosen. 

The  training  period  of  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group  was  resumed.  The  20th 
and  96th  Bombardment  squadrons  are  preparing  to  run  off  their  record  bombing. 
They  have  a trig  advantage  in  doing  it  at  this  time  of  the  year  as  against  the 
winter  time,  when  it  gets  so  cold  at  high  altitudes  that  it  is  very  difficult 
to  operate  the  bomb  sight  with  great  accuracy.  The  gunnery  training  was  stop- 
ped early  in  the  practice  stage  to  enable  the  Group  to  prepare  for  the  maneuvers. 
It  is  contemplated  to  finish  this  also  during  the  summer, 

Curtiss  "Condor"  Bombers  came  home  to  their  old  roost  during  the  big  man- 
euvers, The  nine  Condors  of  the  11th  Bombardment  squadron  came  to  Langley  Field 
as  the  last  stopping  place  on  the  Maneuvers  and,  by  an  odd  coincidentce,  they 
were  lined  up  in  front  of  the  96th  squadron  hangar,  which  was  their  original 
roosting  place.  A lot  of  the  pilots  who  flew  these  ships  on  the  maneuvers  a 
year  ago  looked  at  them  with  longing  eyes,  because  they  still  have  a soft  spot 
in  their  hearts  for  them, 

19th  Airship  Company;  The  19th  furnished  one  airship  and  an  Observation 
balloon  for  the  Coast  Defense  d^uring  the  recent  Army-Navy  joint  Exercises,  May 
26th  to  29th.  Observation  was  furnished  by  the  airship  TC-11-271  for  the  ter- 
ritory outside  the  entrance  to  the  Chesapeake,  while  the  mission  of  the  balloon 
was  to  furnish  observation  for  the  territory  inside  the  entrance  to  the  bay. 
During  two  of  the  phases,  the  airship  was  brought  down  by  the  attacking  forces, 
but  not  before  the  ship  had  given  valuable  information  as  to  the  location  of 
the  enemy  fleet.  The  balloon  was  also  shot  down  on  the  last  day  of  the  Exercis- 
es but  her  work  had  already  been  accomplished.  The  observation  furnished  by 
these  two  craft  aided  materially  in  the  final  repulse  of  the  attacking  forces. 

The  19th  Company  Baseball  Team  finally  awoke  to  the  fact  that  there  is  some 
strong  competition  for  the  Baseball  Trophy  in  the  various  squadrons  of  the  Post, 
especially  the  49th,  who  are  hanging  doggedly  on  our  heels.  Already  the  19th 
has  dropped  games  to  the  96th  and  49th  and  is  virtually  tied  with  the  49th  for 
first  place.  Both  the  4gth  and  96th  caught  the  19th  during  a hitting  slump  and 
squeezed  over  victories  by  a one-run  margin.  Since  then,  the  19th  has  come  back 
to  beat  both  teams,  principally  through  the  sprendid  pitching  of  "Red"  Tyrrell, 
As  it  looks  at  the  present  time,  it  will  be  necessq,ry  to  play  off  a tie  between 
the  49th  and  19th  to  determine  the  Champions, 

Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma.  June  5rd; 

On  the  morning  of  May  13th,  Major  L.H.  Brereton,  leading  a flight  of  thir- 
teen planes ,, departed  for  the  Air  Corps  Maneuvers.  Six  of  the  pilots  were  of- 
ficers of  the  88th  Observation  Squadron,  viz,  Capt,  L.P,  Hickey,  Lieuts,  C,E. 
Shankle,  R.I,  Dugan,  C.K,  Moore,  J,M,  Joplin  and  H,C,  Fleming,  The  remaining 
six  pilots,  from  Kelly  Field  were  Capt,  B.F.  Giles,  Lieuts,  J.K,  McDuffie,  Max 
Schneider,  O.A,  Anderson,  H.A,  Moore  and  A.L*  Jewett,  One  mechanic  accompanied 
each  plane.  Of  the  thirteen  enlisted  men,  seven  were  from  the  88th  (Mr.Sgt. 

W.A,  Wilson,  Sgt,  W,A,  Carter,  St,3gt,  I,  Griffis,  Sgt,  P,  Leonberger,  Tech.Sgt, 
W,B.  Townsend,  Cpl,  E.A.  Brown  and  Pvt,  D.B,  Crouse),  the  remaining  six  being 
from  the  43rd  School  Squadron,  Kelly  Field,-  St. Sgt,  L.B.Carr,  St. Sgt,  Emory 
Washburn,  Cpl,  E.W.  Russell,  Pvts,  R.K,  Hartman,  Otto  Buero  and  H.L,  Simonson, 

On  May  15th,  the  101st  Provisional  Pursuit  Squadron,  under  command  of  Capt, 
J.K,  Cannon,  and  the  102nd  Provisional  Observation  Squadron,  under  command  of 
Major  F.L,  Martin,  arrived  at  this  station  for  an  overni^t ' stop  on  their  way 
to  the  Air  Corpn  Maneuvers, 
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Tech.Sgt,  John  B.  Von  Eaw  reported  at  this.,  station  for  duty  from  France 
Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  He  is  to  replace  Tech,Sgt,  Harold  E,  Silliman,  order- 
ed to  Panama  Canal  Zone, 

Senator  Elmer  H.  Thomas  was  ferried  to  Tulsa,  Okla, , by  2nd  Lieut,  James 
H.  Roe, 

40th  Division  Aviation.  Los  Angeles,  Calif, , June  10th; 

Major  Eldo  A,  Peterman,  A,C,,  California  National  Guard,  recently  assigned 
to  command  the  40th  Division  Aviation,  this  station,  is  revealed  by  the  archives 
as:  Born  July  25th,  1900,  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Graduated  from  University  of 
California  at  Berkeley  in  1925,  with  B.S,  degree  in  Engineering  and  Aeronautics, 
During  the  year  1925-26  stationed  at  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  graduating' from  the 
Army  Air  Corps  Primary  Flying  School  as  Junior  Airplane  Pilot.  Assigned  to  40th. 
Division  Aviation,  California  National  Guard  on  May  21,  1926,  Promoted  to  1st 
Lieutenant,  March  21,  1927;  to  Captain  on  August  11,  1928,  as  Operations  Officer; 
to  Major  on  April  6th,  1931,  and  to  Command  of  Squadron,  "Pete”  is  free,  popu- 
lar and  unwed,  and  smokes  a vile  meerschaum  pipe.  In  civilian  life  he  is  chief 
of  the  engineering  section  in  the  Southern  California  offices  of  the  Aeronautics 
Branch  of  the  Department  of  Commerce, 

The  past  month  was  rather  quiet  at  Griffith  Park  Airport,  with  5 ships  and 
pilots  with  mechanics  away  on  Air  Corps  Field  Exercises,  Drills  were  interest- 
ing and  instructive, .however,  and  have  made  up  for  the  slack  in  flying  hours. 

The  shortage  of  gas  is  a critical ‘Situation,  Pilots  have  been  cut  down  on  fly- 
ing time  to  a bare  few'  hours  per  month,  - enough  to  draw  pay  but  not  enough  to 
keep  in  flying  trim.  All  pilots  feel  the  lack  of  time  in  the  air,  and  opera- 
tions and  m.issions  have  suffered,  but  we  hope  this  condition  will  be  cleared  up 
this  quarter. 

Our  5 planes  returned  from  the  IJast  on  June  3rd,  both  pilots  and  ships  war- 
torn, and  weary.  The  men  were  full  of  enthusiasm  over  the  results  and  exper- 
iences of  the_  Field  Exercises,  The  personnel  of  the  expedition  follows:  Capt, 
George  Sherwood,  Commanding;  Lieut.  James  Carroll,  A.C,,  Unit  Instructor;  and 
Lieuts,;  John  Sewall,  Paul  Yfhittier,  Richard  Hof.fmau;  passengers  were  - Sgts, 

Lee  Ellmaker,  Rudolph  Leracke,  Frank  Chest nut wood,  Frank  Byerley  and  Adam  Wind- 
berg,  Each  plane  flew  approximately  100  hours,  including  time  to  and  from 
Griffith  Park  to 'Dayton,  Approximately  6500  miles  were  flown  during  the  trip, 
covering  the  area  Los  Angeles  to  Boston,  to  Washington,  to  El  Paso,  and  return 
to  Los  Angeles.  The  route  to  Dayton  via.  Abilene,  Texas,  and  Louisville,  covered 
3 days.  From  Dayton  the  route  covered  Cleveland,  Chicago,  New  York,  Hartford, 
Boston,  Albany,  Atlantic  City,  Trenton,  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  W'ashington, 
From  Washington,  bur  planes  retarned  to  their  home  station  via  Fort.  Bragg, N.C, , 
Birmingham,  Dallas,  El  Paso  and  Tucson,  in  4.  days. 

Congratulations  are  extended  to  1st  Lieut.  Paul  Whittier  on  his  promotion 
to  that  grade,  effective  June  6th, 

The  final  camp  schedule  of  this  squadron,  covering  active  duty  at  Camp  San 
Luis  Obispo  with  the  40th  Division,  Calif,  National  Guard,  July  19  - August  2, 
has  been  approved,.  We  all  look  forward  to  an  interesting  two  weeks,  in  the  field 
with  other  units,  of  the  Division,  and  hope  we  may  take  part  in  the  night  demon- 
stration scheduled  during  our  camp. 


^rj-.ssy  Field.  Presidio  of  San  Francisco.  Calif,,  May  29th; 

Although  the  majority  of  the  officers  of  the  91st  Observation  Squadron  were 
away,  at  the  Air  Coi’ps  Maneuvers  since  May  10th,  local  activities  were  curtailed 
only  slightly,  as  all  of  our  Douglas  0-25A  planes  were  left  at  this  station, 
BT-2’3  from  March  Field  being  loaned  the  9l3t  for  the  purpose  of  going  on  the 
Maneuvers,  • • , 

Twelve  officers,  under  the  command  of  Capt,  Walter  F.  Kraus,  remained  behind 
and  have  been  performing  intensive  work  on  the  1931  training  program,  consisting 
of  aerial  gunnery,  formation  practice;  cross-country  flights  and  cooperative 
missions  with  the  30th  Infantry, 

On  May  14th,  Capt,  H.’nV.  Prosser,  2nd  Lieuts,  Allen  Chapman,  Arthur  K,  Mor- 
rison and  Douglas  F,  Ifooll'ey,-  ferried  two  PT-3*s  which  were  due  for  overhaul, 
to  Rockwell  Field,  and  brought  back  with  them  four  of  our  YPT-6  training  planes 
from  Marcdi  Field.  'This  journey  required  many  hours  of  tedious  flying  and  fre- 
quent stops  for  fuel  replenishment, 
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Having  enjoyed  excellent  simny  California  weather  for  the  past  few  weeks, 
a ntunher  of  delayed  photographic  missions  were  completed  hy  the  15th  Photo  Sec- 
tion, among  them  a 250-mile  mapping  project  near  Merced,  Calif* 

ThS' absence  of  visiting  airplanes  this  month  was  very  noticeable,  since  the  ' 
majority  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Air  Corps  officers  were  sent  East  for  the 
Maneuvers, 

Headquarters.  4th  Composite  Group,  Nichols  Field,  P,I.,May  9thi 

Group  Headquarters;.  Organization  Day  was  celebrated  on  April-  11th  with  a 
picnic  at  the  Calamba  Sugar  Central,  Baseball  games,  swimming,  horse>»shoe 
pitching  and  golf  were  the  minor  features  of  the  day,  soft  drinl:s  and  sandvdches  i- 
being. the  high  lights.  We  had  as  guest  announcer  for  the  occasion,  1st  Lieut, 

I.D.  Van  Meter,  Q.M.C,  An  interesting  feature  of  the  day  was  the  sight-seeing 
trip  through  the  cane  fields  and  the  cocoanut  groves, 

Mr.Sgt,  Garber  and  St.Sgt.  Tomlinson  are  spending  the  hot  season  at  the 
Mountain  Capital,  They  are  reporting  an  enjoyable  time, 

2nd  Observation  Squadron:  During  the  past  month,  personnel  of  this  organ- 
ization continued  piling  up  hours  on  cross-country  with  the  new  Sikorsky  Am- 
phibians. Several  trips  were  made  to  the  Southern  Islands, 

On  April  10th,  a flight  of  02* s went  to  Leyte  and  returned  the  next  day. 

The  two  0-19 's  recently  received  are  receiving  quite  a lot  of  attention, 

Capt,  Easterbrook,  Squadron  Commander,  returned  from  Baguio  March  30th, 
and  Lieut.  Ent  is  up  there  now. 

Our  Engineering  Officer,  Lieut,  Everett  S.  Davis,  is  being  transferred  to 
Zamboanga,  where  he  will  supervise  the  establishment  and  development  of  Army  h 
airways  in  'the  south, 

28th  Bombardment  Squadron:  At  the  time  of  writing,  several  pilots  of  the 
28th  are  ready  to  start  firing  record  in  the  attack  gunnery  course  and  several 
others  are  nearly  through  the  preliminary  and  practice  firing. 

On  April  6th  and  7th  we  participated  in  minor  joint  Army  and  Havy  maneu- 
vers. The  object  of  the  fleet  was  to  force  an  entrance  into  Manila  Bay,  our 
part  being  to  aid  this  attempt  by  attacks  on  Corregidor.  This  was  carried  out 
by  simulated  bombing  from  high  altitudes  by  a five-ship  formation  on  certain 
batteries,  both  on  Corregidor  proper  and  on  Fort  Hughes,  At  the  same  time,  two 
attack  flights  from  our  squadron  were  ground-strafing  the' machine  guns,  anti-  '■ 
aircraft  batteries  and  the  battery  control  stations,  1 

A little  later  we  again  assumed- our  dual  role  of  attack  end  bombartoent  in  i 
sending  out  flights  of  each  to  welcome  Governor-General  Dwight  Davis,  ] 

On  the  loth  and  11th,  the  squadron  participated  in  a training  flight  to 
Legaspi,  Albay  and  Tacloban,  Leyte.  The  ships,  five  in  all,  were  commanded  by  j 
Capt.  Edward  C.  Black,  and  manned  by  Lieuts,  White,  Stowell,  Malone,  McCormick,  ] 
Wolf inbaxger , Fisher  and  Huggins;  Sgt.  Young,  Martini,  Kirby,  Horich,  Bullock 
and  Olson;  and  Pvt,  Kiernan,  radio  operator.  The  trip  was  made  in  poor  weather  j 
conditions  and  rain  was  encountered  between  Capul  and  Samar  that  was  nobody's  ' 
business.  The  old  man  said  that  the  flying  performed  through  the  rain  was  one 
of  the  best  examples  of  air  discipline  he  had  ever  seen.  The  only  other  time  in  J 
which  as  fine  a degree  of  discipline  was  demonstrated  was  between  Scott  Field 
and  Springfield,  Mo.,  but,  to  spoil  the  effect,  the  squadron  was  turned  back  for 
a flight  of  Pursuit  the  bombers  were  dog-robbing  for.  They  couldn't  get  through 
so  the  bombers  were  turned  back  also.  The  time  down  to  Tacloban  was  five  hours,  s 
and  coming  back,  direct,  the  trip  required  four.  Our  host  for  the  night,  Mr, 
Price,  made  absolutely  certain  that  none  of  us  might  suffer  from  hunger  or  thirst  ^ 
though  he  wahned  us  that  the  water  and  milk  of  that  country  were  contaminated. 

Some  of  the  most  interesting  country  to  fly  over  is  here  in  the  Islands,  as  i 
proven  by  the  trip, and  one  training  flight  per  month  is  planned  for  the  future, 
the  next  being  to  Jolo  and  Iloilo,  On  April  17th,  Lieut,  Malone,  accompanied  by  i 
Maj. -General  Paul  B.  Malone,  Capt,  O.S.  Robles,  Inf.,  his  Aide,  and  St. Sgt.  S.B.  ‘ 
Young,  Crew  Chief,  departed  in  a B-3A  bomber  loaded  down  with  hunting  and  camp- 
ing equipment  for  a big  game  hunt  of  four  days. 

The  flight  returned  on  April  22nd  and  reported  a very  interesting  and  sue-  | 
cessful  trip.  They  shot  eleven. deer  in  all  and  carried  four  bucks  with  them. 

They  said  they  could  have  shot  more,,  but  only  got  those  that  could  be  consumed.  i.i| 

Wild  pigs  and  crocodiles  were  seen,  No  shots  we^e  gotten  in  on  the  pigs,  but  ' 

one  large  crocodile  was  shot.  Two  days  before  the  hunting  trip,  Lieut,  Malone, 
accompanied  by  Lieut.  B.  Turner,  Inf.;  Sgt.  S.B.  Young,  Crew  Chief;  Cpl.  0^. 
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Brinick,  Engr.  Clerk;  and  Pvt,  1st  Cl.  R.D.  Picard,  Operations  Clerk,  made  a 
flight  in  a B-3A  homker  to  the  same  place  to  see  if  a landing  could  be  made. 

They  landed,  had  venison  for  lunch'  and  returned  the  same  day*  A good  time  v/as 
had  by  all  and  they  returned  uith  very  interesting  photos  of  the  head-hunters. 

One  more  bomber  is  here  now  and  five  more  are  due  in  this  month,  which  will 
bring  our  strength  up  to  twelve  ships.  The  gunnery  season  will  bo  over  by  then, 
and  from. results  so  far  it  appears  that  there  will  bo  many  experts. 

Primary  Plying’  School.  Brooks  Field.  Texas,  June  1st; 

Plying  Cadet  Prederick  L,  Guaiter  can  speak  with  authority  concerning  "that 
funny  feeling"  incident  to  the  engine  of  one’s  plane  developing  tr.ouble  while 
blissfully  flying  along,  necessitating  a quick  and  effective  landing.  Cadet 
Gunter  v/as  flying  about  three  miles  from  Brooks  Pield  on  May  ICth,  when  his  PT-3 
developed  engine  trouble,  with  the  result  that  the  Cadet  effectively  demonstrat- 
ed the  efficacy  of  his  flying  training  by  landing  without  injury  to  himself  or 
damage  to  his  plane.  He  confesses  to  being  a little  breathless  until  he  has  ac- 
complished the  perfect  landing, 

Cgpt,  E.’T,  Raley,  1st  Lieut,  Albert  P.  Glenn  and  2nd  Lieut.  C.D.  wlieelcr 
journeyed  to  Buffalo,  H.Y, , to  ferry  hero  three  YlPT'-ll  planes,  procured  from 
the  'Consolidated  Aircraft  Corporation,  These  planes  will  be  given  service  tests 
at  Brooks  Pield  to  determine  their  adaptability  for  primary  training. 

The  46th  School  Sq'uadron  announced  the  following  promotions,  effective 
June  1st:  Cpls,  Eugene  W.  Lathan,  Jr,;'  Porter  W.  Pergnson  and  Riley  H,  May  to  be 
Sergeants,  and  Pvts.  Richard  E.  Deaton,  Charles  H.  Shellito,  Andy  L.  Adams, 

Jesse  A,  Heaton  and  Raymond  C,  Holt  to  bo  Corporals, 

Tech,  Sgt.  Thomas  C,  Thompson,  genial  "postma.ster"  of  Brooks  Pield,  return- 
ed May  20th  from  30  days'  furlough  spent  at  his  residence  at  San  Antonio.  He 
possesses  one  of  the  most  interesting  homes  in -the  city,  valuable  antiques  and 
beautiful  foreign  handiwork  forming  many  of  the  furnishings, 

St, Sgt.  Kraraberg  and  Sgt , ■ Einlclo , 58th  Service  Squa,dron,  departed  for  for- 
eign service,  the  former  to  Hawaii  and  the  latter  to  the  Philippines,  for  two- 
year  tours.  These  non-commissioned  officers  made  many  friends  while  at  Brooks 
Pield,  both  among  the  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  enlisted  personnel,  who 
are  wishing  them  successful  tolars  of  duty, 

1st  Lieut.  V/.E.  BaJcer,  Personnel  Adjutant;  2nd  Lieuts.  R.E.  Cobb,  Supply 
Officer,  52nd  School  Squadron;  B.A.  Bridget  and  J.P.  Guillett,  Plying  Instruc- 
tors, were  placed  on  detached  service  at  Kelly  Pield  in  order  to  participate 
in  the  maneuvers,  1st  Lieut.  C,3«  McDaniel,  Engineering  Officer,  46th  School 
Squadron,  flying  the  C-9  Transport,  with  Sgt.  Harry  W,  Pine,  11th  School  Group 
Hdqrs.,  flev/  the  mechanics  to  designated  fields  during  the  coiirse  of  the 
maneuvers; 

The  struggle  for  supremacy  in  the  Brooks  Pield  Baseball  League,  com.prising 
the  11th  School  Group  Hdqrs.,  the  51st  and  52nd  School  Squadrons,  the  62nd  Ser- 
vice Squadron,  the  58th  Service  and  the  46th  School  Squadron,  furnished  plenty 
of  excitement  for  the  lovers  of  the  grand  old  American  game.  On  May  26th,  the 
first  four  teams,  above  named,  wore  tied  for  first  place,  each  having  v/on  8 and 
lost  6 games.  In  the  games  played  up  to  'day-  2eth,  the  46th  School  Squadron 
scored  a 5 to  2 decision  over  the  51st  School  Squadron,  Croswaite,  hurler  for 
the  46th,  fanned  nine.  The  11th  School  Group  Hdqrs.  won  an  uohill  battle  from 
the  58th  Service  Squadron,  score  4 to  3.  The  62nd  Service  Squadron,  with  Y;ood 
on  the  mound,  trimmed  the  52nd  School  Squadron,  score  3 to  1.  Denver  Hood,  who 
won  all  the  three  games  he  pitched  for  his  team  during  the  season,  ran  up  his 
grand  total  of  strike-outs  to  21, 

The  closing  day  of  the  Brooks  Pield  Baseball  League  witnessed  a triple 
tie  for  first  honors,  IJever  before  had  the  fight  for  baseball  supremacy  been  so 
closely  contested  and  Imrd-f ought ' as  the  1931  season  revealed.  The  11th  School 
Group  and  the  51st  and  52nd  School  Squadrons  finished  with  nine  wins  and  six 
losses  in  their  15-game  schedule,' 

All  through  the  season,  the  52nd  School  Squadron  had  proven  a rather  easy 
mark  for  the  Headquarters  Squadron,  losing  all  their  three  games,  Hhen  the  cru- 
cial series  came,  however,  and  these  same  two  Squadrons  clashed,  the  52nd  mas- 
sacred Headquarters  13  to  0.  Squadron  51  had  it  out  with  Headquarters  and  won 
a close  contest,  thus  eliminating  the  Headquarters  team  from.further  competition. 
In  the  3-game  play-off  between  the  51st  and  52nd  Squadrons,  i he  52nd  won  the 
opener  5 to  4,  after  staging  rallies  in  the  8th  and  9th  frames.'  The  51st  evened 
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up  matters  in  the  second  contest,  winning  9 to  8 after  the  game  went  into  extra 
innings.  The  51st  came  hack  in  the  deciding  gamo  and  won  10  to  3,  Hot  only  j 
did  the  51st  cop  the  usual  trophy  awarded  to  the  champions  each  year,  hut  also 
a cash  prize  of  $150!,  which  was  donated  hy  the  Brooks  Field  Officers’  Cluh,  the 
Consolidated  Aircraft  Corporation  of  Buffalo,  l.Y,,  and  the  Lincoln  Insurance  I 

Co,,  of  Ft®  Tfayne,  Ind, , each  donating  $50.00  to  the  Brooks  Field  Champs.  | 

In  the  opening  game  Of  the  San  Antonio  Baseball  Loop,  the  Brooks  Field 
team  captured  a thriller  from  the  23rd  Infantry,  after  a ten-inning  struggle, 
score  3 to  2,  In  their  second,  game,  the  Brooks  Field  aviators,  as  the  Sports  i 
V/riter  puts  it,  staged  a track  meet  at  the  expense  of  the  2nd  Medical  Regiment  j 
of  Ft,  Sam  Houston,  running  up  19  scores  to,  6 hy  the  losers.  H 

ii 

Fort  Crockett , Galveston,  Texas , J\ine  16th;  '' 

ITord  was  just  received  from  ViTashington  of  the  promotion  of  Lieut,  Walter  j 
L,  ITheeler,  13th  Attack  Sqn.adron,  to  the  rank  of.  1st  Lieutenant,  Liout.  Wheeler  i|; 
first  entered  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  in  March,  1917,  enlist-  '• 
ing  in  the  Field  Artillery  as  a private.  By  1923  he  iiad  risen  to  the  rank  of  f 
Master  Sergeant,  In  that  year  he  entered  the  Primary  Flying  School,  and,  after  |i 
graduating  therefrom  and  from  the  Advanced  Flying  School  in  1924,  he  received  f 
his  commission  In  the  Regular  Army  as  a 2nd  Lieutenant  on  September  7,  1925,  a 
The  second  half  of  the  inter-squadron  baseball  league  has  gotten  under  way.  ;i'j 
All  of  the  teams  are  apparently  much  stronger.  The  8th  Squadron  feels  the  pres-  [j 
ence  of  Bill  Winniger,  who  was  away,  at  Chanuto  Field  during  the  first  period  ; 
this  season.  Although  his  team  lost  their  initial  game  in  the  second  half  to  «, 
the  13th  Squadron,  the  score  \7as  only  2 to  0.  The  Ghost  Outfit  collected  only  i! 
two  bingles  off  Big  Bill,  A last  inning  rally  by  the  losers,  when  they  garner-  1 
ed  three  hits  off  Pulliam,  was  almost  successful,  but  beautiful  pitching  final-  | 
ly  saved  the  day  after  the  bases  had  been  filled.  ! 

The  13th  won  the  first  half  of  the  season  by  dint  of  hard  work  and  ability  ; 
to  make  the  most  of  opponents’  errors.  All  the  time  they  were  improving  their  1 

game,  till  now  they  have  a nice  club.  If  they  win  the  second  half  they  will  be  ' 
undisputed  champs  for  1931,  However,  if  one  of  the  other  teams  wins  this  half  i' 
then  the  winners  of  each  half  will  meet  for  a three-game  series  to  decide  the 
matter.  The  team  winning  the  Post  title  will  be  entered  in  the  Hews-Tribune  r 
race  for  , city  stakes,  ]' 

The  90.th  and  60th  .had  to  play  an  extra  inning  in  their  opening  game  after  i, 
the  "Pair  O’  Dice"  men  made  three  tallies  in  the  last  of  the  seventh  to  tie  the  ' 
score  4 and  4.  Erratic  hurling  in  the  initial  stanza  enabled  the  Service  men 
to  run  up  a nice  lead  which, the  losers  were  later, to  overcome.  Pickering’s  \ 

high  fly  to  center  field  was  muffed  by  Perkins  and  allowed  Sanders  to  beat  the 
throw  giving  the  60th  Squadron  the  game  5 to  4.  ^ T 

Errors  have  been  costly  to  both  of  these  teams®  Both  were  favored  at  the  J' 

beginning  of  the  season  to  havo  the  race  to  themselves 9 ! 

Self ridge  Field.  Mt,  Clemens . Mich, , June  15th;  ' 

Selfridge  Field  is  called  upon  for  many  flights  during  the  year,  and  quite  |; 

a .few  of  these  are  for  missions  outside  the  tactical  flights  incident  to  train-  j 

ing.  Situated  as  we  are  on  Lake  St.Clair,  we  are  often  called  upon  to  look  for  ■ 
fishermen  and  other  folk  who  have  ventured  on  to  the  water  during  the  summer  and  j 
have  not  returned  or  have  trusted  the  ice  too  much  in  the  winter®  ; 

On  Monday,  June  8th,  the  civil  authorities  of  Mt,  Clemens  requested  that  a f 

search  be  made  for  a lost  fisherman  who  was  last  seen  entering  the  lake  in  his  ■ 

small  power  boat  some  24  hours  before.  Two  planes  were  immediately  dispatched  i 
and  the  pilots  diligently  searched  all  areas  where  thej'*  were  informed  the  man  j' 
was  likely  _to  go  for  the  best  fishing,  Thoir  efforts  met  with  no  success,  so  j' 

they  returned  to  the  field  and  were  conferring  with  the  civil  authorities  in  ' 

preparation  for  another  flight  when  a report  came  in  that  the  man  had  been  picked, 
up  on  the  Canadian  side.  His  motor  had  failed,  and  his  boat  drifted  helplessly  j 
through  a cold  and  stormy  night,  ; 

Major-General  Frank  Parkor,  Commanding  General  of  the  6th  Corps  Area,  made 
an  informal  inspection  of  Selfrldge  Field  on  June  11th*  Arriving  late  in  the  1 
morning,  after  an  inspection  of  Fort  Uayne,  Detroit,  the  General,  conducted  by 
Major  Brett,  inspected  the  new  construction  on  the  post,  being  especially  inter-  '1 
Gsted  in  the  new  officers’  quarters.,  '■ 

L 
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On  June  12th  General  Parker  Mas  ferried  to  Springfield,  Mass.,  hy  Major 
Brower  in  ' the  'Self ridge  Field  "Fleetster'* « 

Several  minor  accidents  occurred  to  airplanes  from  this  station, and,  al- 
though they  resulted  in  some  damage  to  the  plands,‘'the  personnel  conQorned  very 
fortunately  suffered  no  injury.  ^ 

On  June  6th,  Lieut,  Horace  J,  Reid,  Air-Res,,  was  piloting  a YIC-14  trans- 
port from  Wright  Field  to  Self ridgo • Field.  He  was  ferrying  the  last  of  the.  Self- 
ridge  Field  enlisted  men,  who  had  "been  detailed  to  Wright  Field  for  the  period  of 
the  Air  Corps  maneuvers,-  o.nd  v/as  accompanied  hy  Lieut,  Thayer  S,  Olds,  Air  Corps, 
in  another  YIC-14,  Approaching  Toledo,  these  pilots  ran  into  rain  and  a very 
■ t lack-appearing  storm,  so  they  hurried  to  the  Transcontinental  Airport  and  land- 
ed there,  Lieut.  Reid- had  taxied  his  Folcker  on  to  the  apron  hetv/eeii  the  han- 
gars, stopped  the  motor  and  xias  preparing  to  have  the  plane  wheeled  into  a han- 
gar, when  the  wind  assumed  a tremendous  velocity  (reported  as  70  miles  an  hour), 
lifted  the  transport  hodily  from  the  ground  and  let  it  dovm  none  too  easily 
on  its  side,  damaging  a wing  and  empennage,  . • 

Lieut'i  F.I'.  JaPohs , -Air-Res,  , v^as  on  his  way  to  Camden,  N.J.,  on  June  8th, 
to  ferry  a P-12 -C  airplane  to  the  R.C.A.  factory  for  the  installation  of  a new 
six  meter  command  set.  Hear  Altonna,  Lieut.  Jacobs  suddenly  discovered  that  he 
could  get  no  pressure  in  his  fuel  system  and  was  forced  to  land  on  top  of  a 
mountain  amidst  trees  and  brush,-  Lieut.  Jacobs  reports  that  it  was  a simple 
forced  landing  - that  he  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  into  a field  because 
there  wasn't  any. 

The  Commanding  Officer  of -the  Middletown  Air  Depot  was  notified  and  the 
plane  was  removed  to  the  depot  by -personnel  from  Mlidlfetown.  ‘ . u 

Another  slight  mishap  occurred  on  June  10th  when  Li eiit , Robert  C,  Merrill-, 
Air-Res,,  was  ferrying  to  Selfridge  Field  a plane,  which  had  been  left  at  Kings- 
ton, Ontario,  due  to  the  sickness  of  a pilot.  As  Lieut.  ^Merrill 'rounded  the 
corner  of  Lake  E -ie,  the  ceiling  began  to  drop  and  very  soon  he  saw  that  he  was  - 
running  into  a ground  fog.  Turning  back,  and  when  near  Hannibal Hew  York,  he 
picked  out  a.  field  and  landed.  ■ He-  had  almost  completed  his  roll  when  his  wheel 
struck  a soft  spot  in  the  field -and  the  plane  nosed  over.  This  airplane  was  al- 
so shipped  to  the  Middletown  Air- -Depot, 

The  1st  Pursuit  Group  conducts  ■ some-  of  itS'  tactical  missions,  so  that  the 
' local  area  and  towns  in.  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Selfridge  Field  have  the  op- 
portunity of  watphing  the- Group-,  br  its  integral  parts,  in  their  daily  work. 

On  June  13th,  the  tactidal  flight  from  the  36th  Pursuit  Squadron  was  arranged 
for  the  vicinity  of  St.Clair  , Mich,,  at  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the  new 
Buhl  Airport,  Formation  flying  was  practiced  in  the  vicinity, and  at  3:20  the 
flight  landed  at  the  airport,  ?;here  Buhl ‘Company  officials,  notable  represen- 
tatives of  aeronautical  activities,  and  a large  crowd  of  spectators  were  gath- 
ered for  the  dedica.tion,  ■ , .! 

On  that  same  morning  a flight  of  twelve  airplanes  from  the  94th  Pursuit 
Squadron  conducted  its  tactical  mission,  so  as.  to  be  over  the  Detroit  River  in 
the  vicinity  of ’thb  City  Hall  when  Detroit -gave  its  official  welcome  to  Tommy 
Armour,  the  new  British  Open  Golf  Champion.  This  welcome  was  a municipal  affair, 
conducted  by  Mayor  Murphy  of  Detroit.,  and  the  presence  of  Selfridge  Field 'air- 
craft in  the  near*  vicinity  was  a marked  addition  to  the'  ceremonies, 

Fairfield.  Ohio.  Air  Depot.  June  4th:  ' - . 


Despite  the  added  duties  required  of  thp  personnel  of  this  command  in  con- 
nection with  the' Air  Corps  Maneuvers,  major  overhauls  were  given  to  20  airplanes 
and  48  engines-,  and  mi  nob  overhauls  to  27  planes  and  15  engines. 

The  activity  report  of  the  Supply  Department  for  one  month  shows:  Incoming 
tonnage  of  freight,  309.4  tons;  express,  2,7  tons;  parcel  post,  785  lbs,;  out- 
going freight  151,5  tons;  express,  2.7  tons,  parcelpost,  3,078  lbs*;  Materiel 
received  by  other  means  110,936  lbs.;  shipped,  198,200  lbs,;  incoming  shipments 
725:;.  outgoing,  1,733;  requisitions  received,  399, 

Capt,  Edward  Laughlin  and  Lieut s,  Melvin  B,  Asp  and  George  V.  McPike,  re- 
turned to  the  depot  from  detached  service  in  connection  with  the  Maneuvers, 

Lieut,  John  A.  Austin  returned  from  Ft,  Banning,  ferrying  an  0-25A  to  be 
overhauled  at  the  Depot, 

The'  Staff  and  Faculty  of  the  Cooks  and  Bakers  School  arrived  from  Fort 
Benjamin  Harrison,  Ind. ; .on  IJlay  8th,  and  departed  on  I/Iay  23rd,-  Capt.  D.L,  Knoll, 
Q.M.C,,  was  in  command  of  the  Detacl-mient  while  on  temporary  duty  here  during  the 
Maneuvers,  oka  ' 
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Capt.  Chas.  M,  Ankcorn,  10th  Inf,,  and  Company  ’’I”  of  that  regiment,  ar- 
rived frojn  Pt,  Hayes,  Columbus,  Ohio,  May  11th  for  temporary  duty  as  guards 
during  the  Maneuvers,  departing  for  their  home  station  May  22nd, 

Lieut , -Colonel  Ira  Longanecker  arrived' May  11th  from  the  Office  Chief  of 
the  Air  Corps  for  temporary  duty  during  the  Maneuvers, 

A TC-11  airship  arrived  here  from  Scott  -Field  early  on  the  morning  of  M^ay 
23rd,  and  after  being  refueled  departed  for  'Langley  Field,  Va. 

Commander  Merino,  Capt,  Majich  and  Lieut,  Latorie,  of  Chile,  made  an 
inspection  of  this  Depot  on  May  27th, 

Hepresentatives  of  the  Mexican  Government  in -the  persons  of  Carlos  Castillo 
B,  Barrero,  Capt,  DeHavio  Aviador  and  Colonel  Francisco  J,  Aguilar,  Cavalry, 
Military  Attache,  visited  this  station, 

San  Antonio  Air  Depot.  Duncan  Field.  June  11th : 

Major-General  John  L.  DeWitt,  The  Quartermaster  General,  visited  this  Depot, 
among  other  stations,  on  Miay  28th,  during  a two-day  visit  to  this  vicinity  in 
connection  with  his  recent  inspection  tour  of  Quartermaster  Corps  activities 
from  Washington  to  the  West  Coast, 

Capt,  S.M,  Connell,  of  Chanufo,  Field,  111,,  landed  at  Duncan  Field  on  the 
afternoon  of  June  5th,  having  with  him  as  passenger  Col,  Carlos  Castillo-Breton, 
of  the  Mexican  Army  Air  Corps,  Vifho  came  for  a visit  to  the  Air  Corps  Training 
Center,  returning  from  Washington  to  Mexico  City. 

1st  Lieut,  Donald  F,  Fritch,  of  this  Depot,  ferried  an  XPT-6A  plane  to 
Rockwell  Field,  Calif, , leaving  here  on  May  28th,  and  returning  on  June  4th, 
ferrying  a PT-3  plane  from  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot  to  Brooks  Field, 

, 2nd  Lieut,  Thayer  S,  Olds,  of  Selfridge  Field,  Mich,,  was  a visitor  at  this 
Depot  on  May  19th  to  ferry  back  to  his  home  station  an  XP-IB  plane  for  use  in 
wing-gun  tests. 

The  Engineering  Department  of  the  Depot  overhauled  and  repaired  the  follow- 
ing airplanes  and  engines  during  May:  Airplanes  overhauled  - 1 A-3,  3 A-3B, 

1 0-2H,  2 P-IB,  1 P-ID,  1 PW-9D,  1 BT-1,  8 PT-3,  7 PT-3A,  Total,  25.  Airplanes 
repaired  - 2 A-3,  2 A-3B,  2 0-2H,  4 0-11,  7 0-19B,  1 0-38.  1 XO-14,  1 DH-4M-2T, 

1 PW-9D,  1 BT-2B,  3 YPT-S,  1 XPT-6,  1 C-7 , 2 C-9,  1 YlC-14,  1 YlC-15,  1 HR,!  PW9C  |j 
total,  33,  Engines  overhauled  - 28  Curtiss  'D-12,  16  Wright  J-5,  4 Wright  J-6, 

8 Wasp,  1 Kinner,  total,  57,  Engines  repaired  - 5 Liberty,  1 Curtiss  D-12,  1 
Wright  J-6,  total,  7. 

Scott  Field.  Belleville,  111,.  June  3rd;  ' 

Scott  Field’s  first  real  fire  in  a period  of  three  years  occurred  recently,  l 
when  three  of  the  newest  automobiles,owned,  by  officers  of  the  Post,  were  damaged 
in  an  early  morning  fire,  ' 

The  fire  was  discovered  in  the  officers  garage  at  1:30  A,M, , by  a sentinel,  | 
and,  before  being  extinguished,  resulted  in  damage  to  three  automobiles,  amount-  : 
ing  to  about  $3,000,  The  fire  started  in  the  5-day  old  car  of  Capt, Ira  R. Koenig  i 
and  entirely  gutted  the  body,  resulting  in  an  almost  total  loss,  Capt, Roger  S, 
McCullough’s  brand  new  car  and  another  car  belonging  to  Capt sH.W. Holden  were  bad- 
ly damaged.  The  cause  of  the  fire  thou^  not  definitely  determined,  is  believed 
to  have  started  from  a short  circtiit  in  Capt  .Koenig’ s car.  All  of  the  cars  were 
fully  insured,  ; 

Personnel  and  airplanes  of  the. 15th  Observation  Squadron  returned  from  the  j 
Air  Corps  Maneuvers  on  June  2nd  and  3rd.  Lt-Col,  John  A,  Paegelow,  Post  Command-  | 
er,  a special  observer  on  the  Maneuvers,  was  the  first  arrival  in  an  0-25  pilot-  i 
od  by  2nd  Lieut,  H.F,  Woolard,  followed  by  11  planes  of  the  15th  Si^P-adron  under  j 
command  of  Capt,  Wolcott  P,  Hayes,  the  12th  plane  of  the  formation,  piloted  by  ; 
2nd  Lieut,  I,R.  Selby,  having  gone  back  to  Wright  Field  with  motor  trouble,  i 

Lieut.  Selby  arrived  about  an  hour  later,  .All  the  above  planes  made  the  flight  ' 
from  Washington  to  Scott  during  tho  day,  i 

The  15th  Squadron  transport,  which  was  attached  to  the  1st  Pursuit  Group  J 
during  the  Maneuvers,  returned  on  June  3rd,  piloted-by  2nd  Lieut.  Stuart  G.  I 

M'cLennan,  • 

Other  organizations,  passing  through  Scott  Field  on, these  .two  days  were: 

208th  Bombardment  Squadron,  204th  Attack  Squadron, . 7th  Bombardment  Group, 

91st  Observation  Squadron  and  the  flight  of  the  Colorado  National  Guard,  i 

- 251  - V-6158,A,C, 


— ISSUED'  BY  — 


^ OFFICE  or  TH  E CHIEF-  OF  THE  AlR  CORPS 


WAR  DEPARTMENT 
WASH! N6TON 


.X 


VOL.  XV 


JULY  21,  1931 


NO.  9 


TA3LE  Of  CONTEIWS 
- — oOo  — 

Pa>g:e 

The  Air  Division  and  Coast  Defense  252  - 254 

New  Cartridge  Type  Engine  Starter  Tested 255 

Advanced  flying  School  Graduates  fly  in  Aerial  Review.  , 256  - 257 

Echoes  of  the  Air  Corps  Maneuvers,  . . . , 258 

Dayton  Attorney  Decorated  with  D.S.C,  at  Wright  field 258 

Young  America' G Interest  in  Aviation 259 

Reserve  Officers  in  Training  at  Scott  field,  111,.  ........  259 

Hawaiian  Air  Depot  a Busy  Place,  260  - 261 

No  Dull  Moments  for  Lieut,  Reed . 261 

free  Balloon  flight  at  Scott  field  261 

Materiel  Division  Activities 262  - -263 

The  Rochwell  Air  Depot  263 

floating  Hardware  Shop  Discovered  in  Hawaiian  Waters  .......  264 

Engineering  S:,ed.sn';3  Make  Extended  Air  Tour.  ...........  264 

New  Officers'  C/.u-roers  at  Solfridge  field  Completed.  . 265 

Pursuitors  in  Hawaii  Parti.cipate  in  a Tactical  Exercise,  .....  265 

first  Pursuit  Group  Stages  Demonstration  for  C.M.T.C.  Camp  ....  265 

Scott  field  Pigeons  Carry  Off  High  Honors 265 

The  High  Grip  with  a Target  Pistol 266  - 267 

Aerial  Photographic  Activities  of  the  fifth  Photo  Section.  ....  267 

Aerial  Gunnery  in  Northern  Michigan 267 

General  MacArthur  Commends  Kelly  field  flyers 267 

Graduation  of  Engineering  School  Students 268 

Luke  field  Personnel  Engage  in  Tactical  Prohleras  . 268 

Radio  Jottings 269 

Plane  Burns  in  the  Air 269 

War  Department  Orders  Affecting  Air  Corps  Officers  ........  270 

Air  Corps  Enlisted  Men  Receive  Soldiers'  Medal  .....  270 

General  foulois  Selected  as  Next  Air  Corps  Chief 271  - 272 

Air  Demonstration  for  C.M.T.C.  Encampment.  .....  272 

Notes  from  Air  Corps  fields,  273 


V-6162,A.C 


VOL.  XV 


A I II 


COUPS 


tl  S S 


iro.  9 


Information  Division  _ , Ifanitions  Building 

Ail-  Corps jui/  Washington,  D.C. 

Ihe  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  infoi’mation  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  Rational 
Guard  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 

Publishers  are  authorised  to  reprint  material  appearing  in  this  pulication. 

— -oOo 

^ THE  AIR  Division  AiTD  COAST  DEPEHSE 

In  the  two  preceding  issues  of  the  news  Letter  a resume^  or  report  of  the 
various  activities  of  the  Pirst  Provisional  Air  Division  of  1931  was  given. 

This  report  was  more  or  less  a chronological  statement,  of  facts  and  incidents 
which  will  be  of  historical  value  in  the  future.  The  colorful  highlights  of 
the  Division’s  activities,  the  colorful  personalities  among  the  Division’s  per- 
sonnel, the  features  of  the  Division’s  flights,  were  barely  touched  upon. 

While  the  Air  Coi-ps  staff  v;as  deep  in  the  work  of  administering,  sujp-plying 
and  operating  the  Division,  the  Army  as  a whole  was  looking  at  the  Division  as 
another  one  of  its  active  and  efficient  agencies  in  the  National  Defense,  IVhile 
the  Air  Division  v/as  rmdergoing  its  two- week  period  of  training  as  a highly 
mobile  unit,  General  Douglas  IvfecArthur,  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army,  was  consi- 
dering the  part  the, Division  would  ulay  should  an  enemy  uporoexh  our  shores. 

While  he  made  certain  assumption's  favorable  to  the  Division,  siich  as  assun>- 
ing  the  preponderance  of  Bombardment  and  Pursuit  which  a war-time  Division  would 
have,  he  balanced  this  by  assuming  the  declaration  of  war  at  the  most ’unfavor-  . 
able  period  for  the  Division,  when’  it  ha,d  just  settled  down  in  Chicago  for  its 
overni^t  stay  there,  when  it  was  furthest  away  from  the  coast  it  was  to  defend, 
and  \7hen  its  component  units  were  all  at  temporal^  bases  scattered  over  a 50- 
mile  front. 

General  MacArthur  gave  no  sugar-coated  odds  to  the  Division,  nor  did  he 
ask  it  to  do  the  impossible..  He  set  the  situation  and  then  threw  in  the  Array's 
Air  Division  as  the  first  line  in  the  Coast  Defense,  which  is  -p-opei’ly  the 
Army’s  mission.  The  best  defense  is  a vigorous  offense.  The  Division  moved  to 
attack. 

At  this  time  it  might  be  well  to  bring  out  the  general  and  special  situa- 
tion with  which  the  United  States  was  hj’pothetically  concerned  when  "war  whs  de- 
clared," as  taken  from  the  reports  of  the  Division’s  Intelligence  Section: 

^ * . ^ • jiV  * >:<  * 

(1)  General  Situation:  • 

a.  Maps  (Those  of  the  areas  concerned  were  here  mentioned  in  detail). 

b.  War  was  suddenly,  declared  on  the  United  States  by  a coalition  of 
foreign  powers  20  May, 

c.  The  enemy  has  destroyed  the  Panama  Canal  by  an  aerial  attack,  and  in- 
formation has  been  received  than  an  expedition  consisting  of  a strong  allied 
naval  force  convoying  a large  number  of  airplane  carriers,  troop  transports  and 
converted  commercial  vessels  carrying  an  Air  Force  with  sixpplies  and  aiimianition 
for  aerial  operations  is  enroute  to  the  Hbrtli  American  continent. 

Canada  is  neutral. 

d.  At  the  time  war  was  declared  all  of  the  United  States  Air  Force  in  the 
continental  limits  of  the  country  concentrated  in  the  vicinity  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
and  engaged  in  annual  training  exercises,  had  moved  to  Chicago,  111,,  as  part  of 
its  training  program. 

The  United  States  ground  forces  were  mobilizing  as  rapidly  as  their  skele- 
tonized condition  would  permit.  The  United  States  Atlantic  Fleet  lia.s  been  dis- 
persed, and  the  Battle  Fleet  was  left  in  the  Pacific  by  the  destruction  of  the 
Panaim  Canal . 

(2)  Special  Situation  (United  States). 

On  22  May  the  entire  United  States  Air  Force,  under  direct  control  of  the 
War  Department,  was  brought  across  the  Allegheny  Mountains  to  existing  airdromes 
on  Long  Island, 

The  Air  Force  continued  intensified  training  in  this  area  until  24  May 
while  airdromes  were  being  rapidly  -prepared  along  the  Atlantic  Seaboard  from 
Maine  to  Hampton  Roads,  Continued  reconnaissances  to  sea  wese maintained. 

At  1:00  a.m,  24  May,  the  Commanding  General,  Air  Force,  received  the  follow- 
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iiig  letter  of  instruction  by  air  from  Washington;  f 

"WAR  DEPARTMEHT, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

23  May  1;30  p.m. 

Subject : Defense  of  Hew  England. 

To;  Commanding  General,  Air  Force. 

^1.  Information  indicates  that  the  enemy  expedition  enroute  to  the  Horth  I 
American  continent  is  to  be  directed  against  the  Hew  England  Area, 

Our  ground  mobilization  is  proceeding  slowly. 

You  will  move  the  Air  Force  early  on  the  morning  of  24  May  to  the  Hew 
England  area. 

The  situation  is  grave.  I am  leaving  for  Boston  by  air  on  the  morning  of 
24  t,fey  and  v/ill  assume  command  of  the  defenses  of  Hew  England  with  Headquarters 
at  Boston,  Mass. 

It  is  desired  that  you  be  pre^^ared  to  submit  to  me  at  my  Headquarters  at 
Boston  your  plan  for  the  employment  of  the  1st  Air  Division  (Prov. ) . i 

Douglas  JfeCiirthur,  * 

General , 

Chief  of  Staff." 


Pursuant  to  instructions,  the  Air  Force  on  24  May  moved  to  airdromes  in 
the  Hew  England  Area.  By  4;00  p.ra.  24  May,  infomiation  from  all  sources  indi- 
cated the  hostile  expedition  at  S;00  u.m.  about  150  miles  southwest  of  Sable 
Island,  steaming  west  southwest  at  about  12  knots, 

* >!<  « ai  » 

Meanwhile,  General  MacArthur  had  flown  to  Boston  from  Washington  to  conduct 

personally  the  main  -problem  of  the  defense  of  the  Hew  England  coast.  He  made 
the  405-mile  trip  from  Washington  in  two  and  one-half  hours  in  an  Army  Fleetster, 
There  he  observed  the  exercises  on  the  25th,  and  returned  the  same  day  to 
Washington  via  Mitchel  Field,  Long  Island. 

What  he  thdn  did  gave  a still  bigger  boost  to  the  already  top-notch  morale 
of  the  Division.  Just  five  words  and  a signature,  but  his  telegram  spoke 
volumes! 

"WELL  DOHE  FIRST  AIR  DIVISIOH 

MAC  ARTHUR." 

To  come  back  to  the  progress  of  the  "War": 

* ♦ « 5i<  .K  * 


At  9:30  a.m.  25  May  our  observation  reports  the  hostile  ex-pedition  about 
250  miles  due  east  of  Boston  steaming  southwest.  At  this  hour  the  following 
telephone  message  was  received  from  the  Chief  of  Staff  at  Boston: 

"The  hostile  ex-pedition  is  about  250  m-iles  east  of  Boston  steaming 
southwest.  You  will  attack  at  once.  Continue  reconnaissance  of  coast 
to  Bangor,  Hfeine," 

At  12:30  p.m. , information  was  received  at  advance  headquarters  at  Boston, 
Mass,,  from  our  observation  that  the  enemy  ex-pedition  had  turned  due  east  and 
was  headed  for  a heavy  fog  bank  lying  to  the  east.  First  Air  Division  (Prov.) 
enroute  to  attack  was  ordered  by  radio  to  abandon  the  attack  and  return  to  air- 
dromes. Observation  of  the  enemy  to  be  continued. 

At  1:00  p,m. , due  to  fog  conditions,  our  observation  lost  contact  with  the 
enemy  and  was  not  able  to  gain  contact  until  7;30  -p.m.  At  this  time  the  enemy 
force  was  located  190  miles  east  southeast  of  Hantucket  Island  headed  due  south 
at  12  knots.  At  10;30  -p.m.  our  observation  reports  enemy  force  still  holding 
to  its  course c 

At  11;30  p.m,,  the  following  message  delivered  by  airplane  courier  from 
advance  Headquarters  was  received  by  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Air  Force 
at  his  Headquarters  at  Springfield,  Mass.; 

"Advance  Headquarters, 

Boston, 


25  May  10:30  p.ra. 

Enemy  force  continues  course  due  south.  Move  to  the  Long  Island  area 
morning  of  26  May.  I am  -proceeding  to  Washington,  D.C.  Re-port  to  me  at  War 
Department  after  1:00  a.m,  26  May. 


Douglas  MacArthur, 
General , 

Chief  of  Staff," 


Ji 
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1;00  a.m.  , 26  May,  weather  again  intermpted  ohservation  of  the  enemy  and 
contact  V7as  lost.  1:00  a.m.  reports '^received  indicate  no  change  in  the  enemy’s 
speed  or  direction.  , . 

Sy  4:00  p.m.  26  J/feiy,  all  iinits  of  the  Air  Force 'were  hack  at  airdromes  on 
Long  Island  which  they  had  previously  Occupied  on  23  May. 

On  27  May,  weather  conditions  improved  and  contact  v/as  regained  at  daylight. 
[Che  main  enemy  expedition  was  located  about  350  miles  east  of  Atlantic  City 
cruising  slowly  in  a southerly  direction. 

At  9:00  a.m.  our  observation  located. 2 enemy  carriers  escorted  by  S cruisers 
and  20  destroyers  about  200  miles  due  east' of  Atlantic  City  headed  west  at  20 
knots. 

At  9:25  a.m.,  the  following  telegram  from,  the  ¥ar  Department  was  received 
at  the  Headquarters  of  the  Air  Force  at  Mitchel  Field; 

"War  Department , 

Washington,  D.C, 

27  Ifey  9:20  a.m. 

An  enemy  force  of  2 carriers,  6 cruisers  and  20  destroyers  reported  at 
9:00  a.m.  about  200  miles  due  east  of  Atlantic  City  headed  west  at  20  knots  and 
apparently  planning  to  launch  an  air  raid.  You  will  attack  at  once. 

Douglas  I\fecArthar, 

General, 

Chief  of  Staff." 

[There  the  problem  ended. 

It  must  be  assumed  tha,t  the  willingness  and  the  preparedness  of  the  Air 
Force  to  carry  the  fight  up  and  down  the  coast  was  enough  for  the  enemy  fleet. 

Ihe  review  of  the  Air  Division  over  Washington  on  I^fe-y  30th  was  -personally 
led  by  General  MacArthur  in  a.  LocMieed  Sirius,  piloted  by  Captain  Faker, 

Ihis  interest  of  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army  in  the  Exercises  and  the 
fact  that  he  made  available  a very  considerable  amount  of  time  for  personal 
supervision  and  contact  was,  indeed,  gratifying  to  the'Air. Corps,- and  gave 
assurance  that  our  important  current  -problems  are  'appreciated,  It  stamped 
the  activities  of  the  Air  Division  as  important  in 'the  ■ defense  Of. -the  coast, 
identifying  the  Division  not  as  an  "aerial  . circus but  as -an  Important  factor 
in  the  scheme  of  Hational  Defense.  . [ 

It  is  further  most  gratifying  to  the  Air  Corps  personnel  that  General 
MacArthur  led  the  review  of  the  Air  Division  over  Washington,  and  tha.t  he  is  the 
first  Chief  of  Staff  who  has  made  an  ins-pection  of  Air  Corps  units  in  the  air. 

-...-cOo- — 

REAL  [TARGET  PRACTICE  FOR  THE  SEC  ODD  BOMBARDMENT  GROUP 

The  2nd  Borabarcbnent  GrouxD,  Langley  Field,  Ya. , under  the  command  of  Major 
Herbert^A.  Dargue,  Air  Corps,  will  be  afforded  an  opportiinity  to  indulge  in  some 
realistic  bombing  on  August  11th  next,  off  the  Virginia  Capes,  their  target 
being  the  steel  cargo  ship  "Mt . Shasta,"  which  was  turned  over  to  the  Air  Corps 
by  the  U .S . Ship-ping  Board  for  target  -practice.  Tliis  vessel,  with  two  decks, 

363  feet  long  and  of  7,240  tons  dead  weight,  was  built  during  the  War  and  has 
been^moored  on  the  James  River  since  1921,  It  has  been  disimntled  and  all  the 
machinery  removed  therefrom.  The  Qp-arteivoaster’ s De-partment , U,S.  Array,  has  made 
arrangements  to  tow  this  vessel  to  the  scene  of  the  bombing. 

The  "Mt.  Shasta"  vdll  be  bombarded  with  projectiles  ranging  from  25  to  600 
pounds.  Several  Attack  planes  now  at  Langley  Field  will  first  fly  over  the 
vessel  and  drop  the  smaller  sized  bombs,  and  they  will  be  followed  by  the  Bombard- 
ment -planes  with  the  larger  bombs.  These  "-pellets"  will  be  dro-pped  from  various 
altitudes , ^ the  purpose  being  bombing  ipractice  and  to  study  the  destructive  effect 
of  the  various  types  of  bombs  rather  than  to  sink  the  vessel  in  the  shortest  time 
possible,  Ihe  floating  target  will  be  towed  at  the  end  of  a 2, 000- foot  cable  by 
an  Array  Mine  Planter. 

Weather  .permitting,  several  tugs  with  special  observers  aboard,  will  hover 
near  the  scene  of  the  bombing  in  order  to  enable  them  to  witness  same  from  as 
close  a range  as  is  consistent  v;ith  safety. 

It  has  been  some  ei^t  years  since  the  Air  Corps  Bombardment  personnel  have 
aa  an  o-p-portunity  to  try  their  skill  at  a real  target,  such  as  a moving  vessel 
sea,  and  the  outcome  of  this  bombing  test  is  awaited  with  interest  by  Air 
oorps  personnel. 
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NEW  CAHTRIDGS  TYPE  MG-IHS  STARTER  TESTED 
the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent 

The  efficient  starting  of  aircraft  engines  is  a comparatively  recent 
problem  to  he  solved.  It  is  not  so  long  ago  that  the  usual  method  of  .starting  i 
an  engine  was  the  swinging  of  the  propeller  hy  hand,  and  the  picture  of  two  'j 

mechanics  with  linked  hands  waiting  for  the  word  '•contact”  is  clear  in  all-  our  | 

memories,  ^The  hand  and  electric  inertia  starters  have  been  standard  e-qurpment  ! 

for  some  time.  The  hand  starter  is  usually  employed  with  multi-motor  systems  j 

or  on  planes  where  the  electrical  energy  available  is  required  for  other  imr-  j 
poses.  The  majority  of  single-motor  airplanes  carry  electric  inertia  starters.  ' 
The  starting  problem  still  remains  far  from  the  state  of  efficiency  and  simpli-  L 
city  where  it  ceases  to  be  a problem,  however,  and  any  change  either  in  the 
standard  starter,  or  in  the  whole  system  of  starting  that  promises  improvement' 
is  of  vital  interest  to  the  aeronautical  engineer, 

A new  type  of  aircraft  engine  starter  was  recently  tested  at  the  Materiel  II 
Division  of  the  Air  Corps  at  Wright  Eield,  Dayton,  Ohio.  This  starter,  which 
is  of  the  cartridge  type,  is  installed  on  the  engine  in  the  same  location  as 
the  standard  inertia  starter,  It  is  aioproxiraately  lOl-  inches  long.  'An  adapter 
with  12  teeth  on  one  side  and  3 6n  the  other  is  bolted  on  the . standard  starter 
jaw  for  engaging  with  the  starter,  T^e  starter  is  of  the  concentric  type,  con- 
sisting of  a cylinder  in  which  a piston  is  -pushed  forward  by  the  expansion  of 
gas  from  a slow  burning  powder,  set  off  electrically  from  a 10-gauge  shell. 

This  shelly  is  ofypaper  construction 'with  a brass  collar.  The  shaft  on  which  the  . 
starter^  jaw  is  attached  moves  forward  and  turns  the  engine  crankshaft.  The 
thrust  oeing  taken  by  a bearing  in  the  starter,  none  is  imposed  on  the  engine. 
Rotation  of  the  jaw  is  produced  by  the  -piston  -pushing  together  two  shafts  with 
right  and  left  spiral  threads,  one  inside  the  other.  The  outer  shaft  is  also 
threaded  with  a spiral  thread  which  talces  the  torque. 

The  starter  wei^s  19  -pounds;  the  breech  and  pi-ping  4 -pounds.  The  cart- 
ridges run  22  to  the  -pound.  A total  wei^t  of  25  pounds  -aould  be  equivalent  to 
44  starts  of  the  engine.  The  exhaust  -passes  . out  of  the  side  of  the  fuselage 
through  a tube,  the  valve  being  opened  at  the  bottom  of  the  -piston  stroke  by 
the  piston,  and  closed  when  the  -piston  is  returned  to  its  normal  -position.  This  . 
IS  accomplished  through  a coil  s-oring. 

The  first  tests,  conducted  on  a "Was-p”  1340-A  engine,  gave  satisfactory  re- 
sults. There  was  no  shock  when  the  starter  was«i^red  or  when  it  -picked  u-p  the 
engine  load.  There  was  a delay,  hov/ever,  of  apiproximately  one-haif  a second 
from  the  time  the  cartridge  ex-^loded  until’  the  engine  started  turning,  due  to 
the  building  up  of  pressure  in  the  sxDace  betwee-n  the  breech  and  the  -piston,  ^ 

which  are  connected  by  a tube  30  inches  long, 

ji  Later,  tests  were  conducted  in  the  Materiel  Division  cold  chamber  under 
temperatures  as  low  as  20°C. , to  learn  the  reliability  of  or)eration  under  ex- 
treme weather  conditions.  This  \ia.s  a com-parative  test,  the  standard  inertia 
starter  being  tested  under  the  same  conditions.  A Pratt  & Whitney  GR-1680-B 
engine  was  used.  The  starter  was  installed  and  the  temperature  brought  down  to 
5°C. , and  allowed  to  remain  so  all  night  in  order  to  insure  all  -parts  of  engine 
and  starter  having  an  even  tem-peratui*e.  It  was  found  t^t  the  cartridge  type' 
starter  turned  the  engine  over  at  higher  r.-p.ra,  than  the  inertia  starter  at  all 
tem-peratures  down  to  15°C-.  At  lower  temperatures  it,  was  necessary  to  increase 
the  fuel  content  of  the  shell  in  order  to  turn  the  engine  at  all.  The  turn  was 
then  accomxDlished  at  a higher  r.-p.m,  than  the  inertia  starter,  but  there  were 
fewer  revolutions. 

Further  tests  will  be  made  to  determine  the  necessary  increase  of  the  fuel 
content  of  the  shell  for  reliable  o-peration  under  extreme  temperatures. 

An  explosive  mixture  type  of  starter  was  tried  early  in  the  starter  game 
and,  although  in  the  foreign  field  it  acquired  a somewhat  extensive  use,  it  was  , 

never ^poxnilar  in  this  country,  A irtultipilicity  of  parts  with  attendant  weight  < 

and  difficulty  of  maintenance  caused  this  type  to  be  abandoned  for  more  x^^on^is-  , - 

ing  types.  The  new  cartridge  type,  however,  offeps  none  of  these  disadvantages  . 
and  may  -prove  exceedingly  useful  eejui-pment  for  military  aircraft, 

oOo 


Wright  Field,  Dayton,  0.,  on  June  15th  to  discuss  -j 
the  future  Lighter- than-Air  -program.  Those  x^resent  were  Lieut, -Col.  J.H. 

S.  Axtater,  Wright  Field;  Cant.  Wm.J.  Flood, 

T Cnief  of  the  Air  Corps;  Lieuts,  A.W.  Mart ens-Ee in'!;  Wright  Field;  ,i 

u.C.  Whively,  Langley  Field,  and  Haynie  McCormick,  Fort  Sill,  Okla.  ' 
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ADVMCED  PLYIHG  SCEOOL  SRADUilTES  FLY  11^  A^ERIAL  RlVIEiir 


An  air  reviev/,  floim  ‘by  98  stadent  officers  and  Plying  Cadets, featured  the 
graduation  exercises  of  the  Air  Coros  Advanced  Plying  School  at  Kelly  Field, 

Texas,  on  the  morning  of  June  25th. 

LAaj or- General  Ewing  E.  Booth,  commanding  the  First  Cavalry  Division,  Port 
Bliss,  Texas,  and  corps  area  commander  in  the  absence  of  Major  General  Edwin  B. 
Winans,  joined  with  Brigadier  General  Charles  H.  Danforth,  commander  of  the  Air 
Corps  Training  Center,  in  talcing  the  review-,  which  was  attended  by  a group  of 
city^  county  and  Chamber  of  Commerce  officials,  including  the  Mayor  of  San  ' 
Antonio.  Music  was  furnished  by  tl^  Training  Center ' Band  and  the  San  Antonio 
Fire  Department  Band. 

Three  foreign  officers,  Capt.  Gerd  von  Ifessov/,  German  Army;  Capt.  Thomas  M. 
Letona  and  Capt.  Hicardo  Rodas,  Guatemalan  Array,  and  three  U.S.  Army  officers, 
Major  Harold  A.  Strauss  and  Lieuts,  Charles  P,  Cabell  and  Robert  C.  Oliver,  re- 
ceived diplomas  and  wings  at  the  War  Department  Theatre  at  the  field  foll\7ing  the 
review,  Mnety-two  Flying  Cadets,  in  addition  to  the  diplomas  and  wings,  re- 
ceived commissions  as  second  lieutenants  in  the  Air  Corps  Reserve.  The  diplomas 
were  presented  by  General  Danforth,  the  commissions  by  Lieut, -Col.  R.M.  Pennell, 
of  the  Corjps  Area  General  Staff,  while  the  wings  were  presented  by  Major  Frederick 
L.  Iifertin,  Air  Corps,  Commandant  of  the  Advanced  Flying  School.  The  Commandant 
of  the  Primary  Flying  School  at  Brooks  Field,  Lieut. -Col.  Henry  B.  Clagett,  de- 
livered the  graduation  address. 

The  Flying  Cadets  graduating  as  air'plane  pilots  are  enumerated  below,  as 
follows : 


Robert  S.  Angle 
Wm.  Beverley,  Jr. 

Homer  D.  Bernard 
John  F.  Biggerstaff 
Louis  Russell  Black 
J.  Francis  Bledsoe 
E.H.  Bobbitt,  Jr. 

Graeme  S.  Bond 
Wayne  Bone 
Albert  J,  Boot 
J 0 seph  A , Brier 
Wm,  R.  Calligan 
Edgar  Ross  Camp 
Herbert  C,  Chambers, Jr, 
Evan  W.  Chatfield 
Robert  W.  Coons 


Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Dalhart , Texas 
Los  Angeles,  Calif, 
Wabash,  Ind. 
Chicago,  111. 
Overlea.,  Md. 
Hot  Springs,  Va. 

Chicago,  111, 
Ciatesville,  Texas 
Denver,  Colo. 
DeWitt,  Neb. 
Ridley  Park,  Pa. 
Perdido,  Ala. 
Tucson,  Ariz. 
Dunleary,  Ky. 
Aberdeen,  Wash, 


Arthur  E.  Livingston, Russellville  ,Ark. 
Earl  F.  McIntyre  West  Hollyr/ood,  Calif . 


Dallas,  Texas 
Orlando,  Fla. 
Mangham,  La. 
Alhambra,  Calif. 
Greenwich,  Conn. 
Cottonwood,  Calif. 
Marion,  Ind, 
Charleston,  S.C. 
Richmond,  Va. 


Iowa. 

Minn. 


Charles  E.  Coverley.Los  iuigeles,  Calif, 
John  Thomas  Cox 
Richard  Crabbs 
Troy  W.  Crawford 
Helson  B.  Davis  ' 

William  F.  Day,  Jr', 

Albert  L . Dube.cker 
Robert  V.  Dunn 
Cecil  C.  Foxworth 
Edgar  B.  Franklin 
Lacey  E.  Gee 
Carl  A.  Gerlicher 
Wm,  D.  Harrison 
Joseph  H.  Hart 
Frank  J.  Havelick,Jr. 

George  A.  Hersam,Jr. 

Leroy  Heston 
Ben  G.  Holloway 
Richard  C.  Hughes 
Aubrey  S.  Barren 
Ralph  S.  Johnson 
Edwin  R.  Jones 
William  H.  Elvins 
Carl  Roy  Kaye 
William  Lev/is,  Jr, 


Anamosa, 
Winona, 
Braintree , 
Cincinnati , 
Billings, 
Stoneham, 
Grants  Pass 
San  Antonio, 
Washington, 
Lincoln, 


Ohio, 
Mont , 
Ivhss. 
,0re. 
Texan 
D.C. 
Heb. 


Goodland,  Ind. 
Chi 1 de r sour g,  Ala. 
Tacoma,  Wash. 
Milxteukee,  Wis. 
Glendale,  Calif, 


William  C.  McDonald, Jr 
Ronald  C. McLaughlin 
Alva  V.R.  Marsh 
Jack  M.  Malone 
Donald  E.  Meade 
The r on  A,  Milbanks 
Charles  A.  Miller 
Chester  0.  Mller 
Otis  A.  Miller 
Hevdtt  F.  Mitchell 
Thomas  B.  Mixon 
Henry  T.  Myers 
Laurence  F.  Motl 
Claude  B.  Horthux), Jr, 
Frank  Norwood 
John  E,  Nabn 
Arthur  D.  Parker, Jr, 
John  Preston 
William  M.  Pryce,  Jr, 
Charles  H.  Parsley 
Roy  0.  Ralston 
Leslie  Raybold 
Robert  B.  Richard 
Tim  Roberson 
Herbert  G.  Robinson 
Wistar  Rosenberg 
Wilfred  Rotherham 
Clarence  Sartain 
Thomas  J.  Searcy 
C.  Wesley  Schott 
Lawrence  S.  Semans  ' 
Bertow  S.  Shaw 
George  A,  Snieltzer 
Frank  P,  Smith 
Mell  M.  Stephenson, Jr, 
Joe  M.  Sutherland 
Carl  Sivyter 
George  L.  Thomson 
Ben  F.  Thompson 
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Birmingham , Ala . 
Evanston,  111. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Durant,  Ckla, 
Hayes,  Kans. 
Greenville,  Texas 
Kemxmer,.  Texas 
Connersville,  Ind, 
San  Francisco , Calif , 
Fresno,  Calif. 
Alexandria,  La. 
Tift on,  Ga. 
Ifershall,  Wis. 
Dallas,  Texas 
Pasadena,  Calif. 
Pasadena,  Calif. 
New  Orleans  , La. 
Palo  Alto,  Calif, 
Tucson,  Ariz. 
Fort  ^ers,  Fla. 
Clarksville,  Ark. 
Los  Angeles, Calif, 
Visalia,  Calif. 
Terrell,  Texas 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Prineville,  Ark, 
Visalia,  Calif. 
San  Antonio,  Texas. 
Dallas , Texas 
Providence,  R.I. 
Uniontown,  Pa. 
Sumter,  S.C. 
Holly,  Colo. 
Clarks dale,  Miss. 
Athens , Ga. 
Anderson,  S.C. 
Emery,  S.D. 
Hood  River,  Ark, 
Houston,  Texas 
V-6162,A.C. 


John  G.  Tilton 
Alfred  F.  Iticker 
Jolm  W.  Towler 
William  E.  Walters 
Edgar  L,  Walthall 


Canton,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Atascadero,  Calif. 
Millen,  Ga. 
Atlanta,  Ga. 


Lee  Williams 
Claude  B.  White 
Eranic  E.  Wittenberg 
Walter  McC.  Wood 
John  0.  Zahn 


Denver,  Colo. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Tonopah , Ue vada . 
Draper,  Va, 
San  Diego,  Calif, 


Staff  Sgt.  O.E.  Henderson,  Council  HLuffs,Iowa, 

^I&ijor  H.A.  Strauss,  whoihas  been  in  the  lig^ter-than-air  branch  during  his 
service^ in  the  Air  Corps,  graduated  as  a Bombardment  -pilot.  In  addition  to  his 
new  rating  as  Airplane  Pilot,  he  also  holds  the  ratings  of  Airship  Pilot .Balloon 
Observer  and  Aerial  Observer.  .He  ha.s  been  ordered  to  duty' at  the  Ivfateriel  Divi- 
sion, Wri^t  Field,  Da.yton,  Ohio.  Lieut,  Cabell  was  ordered' to  Panama  and  Lieut, 
Oliver  tp  the  Hawaiian  Department, 

Five  Cadets  have  been  assigned  to  Brooks  Field  for-  active  duty  under  their 
Reserve  commission.  Fourteen. will  go  to  the  Hawaiian  Department,  and  the  re- 
mainder. were  ordered  to  Dodd  Field,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  -pending  the  receipt  of 
orders  for  their  assignment  to  various  Air  Corps  fields. 

oOo 

’CHAHGES  m PERSOHHEL  AT  THE  MATERIEL  DIVISION 


The  turn  of  the  Fiscal  Year  sees  many  changes  in  Materiel  Division  official 
personnel.  Majors  William  H.  Crom,  Adlai  H.  G-ilkeson,  Oliver'? Echols,  Ca-ptain 
Robert  . Kauch  and  Lieut.  Edwin  .R,  McReynolds  are  slated  for  the’ Air  Corps  Tactical 
School  at  Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery,  Ala. 

Major  Crom,  Chief  of  the  Industrial  War  Plans  Section,  will  be  replaced  by 
Captain  Romeyn  B.  Hough;  Iviajor  Gilkeson,  Chief  of  Equi-pment  Branch,  by  Major  F.H, 
Coleman,  at  present  Chief  of  the  Field  Service  Section;  Ifeijor  Coleman  by  Major 
Hugh  J.  Enerr,  who  comes  from  the  Army  War  College;  Major  Echols,  Chief  of • Pro- 
curement Section,  by  Ivlajor  R.M.  Jones,  Chief  of  the  Purchase  Branch;  Ivlaj or  Jones 
by  Major  H.A.  Strauss,  who  comes  from  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

Major  John  D.  Reardan  goes  to  the  Naval  War  College  at  .'Newport , R.I.,  and 
he  will  be  succeeded  as  Commanding  Officer  of  Wright  Field  by  IJJajor  R.E.M. 

Goolrick , who  comes  from  Marshall  Field,  Kansas.  Captain  Carl  F.  Greene,  Lieuts. 
H.K.  Baisley  and  F.E.  Glantzberg  leave  for  foreiga  service.  Ca'ptain  O.O.Niergartb 
goes  to  the  Army  Industrial  College,  Washington,  D.C.;  Lieut.  Alfred  A.Kessler, Jr, 
to  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Cambridge,  Mlass.;  Lieut.  Charles  A.  * 
Ross  to  the  Middletown,  Pa.  Air  De-oot;  Captain  Michael  E.  McHugo  to  Scott  Field, 
Belleville,  111,;  Ca-ptain  Leland  C.  Hurd  to  Buffalo,  N.Y.;  Lieut.  Russell  L. 
Willianson  to  Wichita,  Kansas;  Lieut.  Courtland  Johnson  to  the  Rockwell  Air  De-pot, 
Coronado,  Calif. 

Eight  of  the  sixteen  officers  graduating  from  the  Air  Corps  Engineering 
School,  Wright  Field,  this  year,  are  to  be  assigned  to  the  Ifeteriel  Division, viz: 
Lieut.,  Benjamin  W.  Chidlaw  to  the  Airplane  Branch;  Lieut.  Alden  R.  Crawford  to 
the  Airplane  Branch;  Lieuts.  John  L.  Davidson  and  Clarence  S.  Thorpe  to  the 
Armament  Branch;  Lieut.  Edimnd  C.  Langmead  to  the  Field  Service  Section;  Lieut, 
R.J.  .Minty. to  the  Eejaipment  Branch;  Lieut.  Edward  M.  .Powers  to  the  Power  Plant 
Branch  and  Lieut,  Kenneth  B.  Wolfe  to  the  Inspection  Branch, 

Five  officers  on  duty  at'  the  Materiel  Division  have  been  assigned  to  the  Air 
Corps  Engineering  School  as  students  - Lieuts.  Wendell  H.  Brookley,  Airplane  ’ 

Branch;  Donald  F.  Stace,  Supply  Branch;  - 'Raridol-ph  P.  lilliamsi  Airplane  .^anch; 
Samuel  R.  Harris,  Jr.,  Equipment  Branch;  Shelton  E.  Prudhoiimev  Fipld  Service  ; 
Section.  -Other  officers  who  will  make  U'p  the'  sixteen  students  composing  next 
year’s  Engineering  School  are  Captain's  M.G.  Estabrook,  Ivliddletotm  Air  Depot;  F.D,  f 
Hackett ,.  Langley  Field,  Va.  ; Lieuts.  'L.?'.- Holcomb,  Scott  Field;  F.M.  Hopkins, 
Fairfield'Air  Depot;  J.T.  Morris,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich.;  J.A.  Austin,'. Fairfield  i 
Air  Depot;  L.F.  Harman,  Langley  Field,  Va, ; Ernest  K.  Warburton,  Selfridge' Field;  i 
Raymond  Morrison,  Michiga,n  National  Guard;  I. A.  Woodring,  Rockwell -Field;  and 
C.A.  Bassett  from  March 'Field,  Calif. 

— oOo 


Tnree  -planes  from  Wri^t  Field  -part ici -pat ed  in  a demonstration  at  the 
Citizens  Military  Training  Camp  at  Schoen  Field,  Indianapolis,  Ind, , on  June  24tli.H 
They  were  -piloted  by  Lieut.  C.S.  Thorpe,  with  Capte.D.W.  Howard,  T.T.  Trapnell  1 
and  C.F.  Wlieeler  as  -passengers;  Lieut.  R.J.  Minty  V7ith  Lieut.  Park  Holland,  and  J 
Lieut.  C.A.  Caldwell  with  Capt.  J.G.  Whitesides.  The  first  -plane  was  a C-4A,  the 
second  an  A-3  and  the  third  an  0-25.  J 
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ECHQiilS  OF  ^ AIR  CORPS  MA-MOTERS 

Kelly  Field 

Kelly  Field  iDersomiel  returned  from  the  Air- Corps  Maneuvers  one  hondred 
percent,  Lieut,  A,L.  Jewett,  flying  a Fort  Sill  ship,  was  forced  to  land  in 
the  Hudson  River  when  the  motor  of  his  plane  stopped,  Ihe  plane  was  wrecked  as 
it  was  pulled  from  the  water, 

Ihe  total  aircraft  flying  time  for  Kelly  Field  during  the  month  of  May  was 
9,477  hours.  From  all  reports,  the  students  held  their  own  with  the  experienced 
pilots  during  the  Air  Corps  Maneuvers  and  convinced  the  authorities  that, in  case 
of  emergency,  Kelly  Field  cadets  could  he  sent  to  tactical  organisations  with 
very  little  extra  training. 

Boston  Airport 

Among  the  Reserves  who  were  active  in  various  capacities  during  the  maneuv- 
ers at  Boston  were  Majors  Ba^rtlett  Beaman,  of  the  442nd  Pursuit;  Major  Robert  F. 
Raymond;  Captain  George  Lusk;  Captain  Charles  Clark;  Lieuts.  Walter  Cleveland, 

C.J . Ahern,  H.J , Jenkins,  M.I.  officer  with  the  442nd  Pursuit  Sc^oadron  of 
Reserves;  Lieut.  "Mike”  Harlow,  well  known  commercial  flyer, ’ and  Lieut.  C.M. 
Connell . 

Selfridge  Field 

How  that  the  smoke  is  cleared  av/ay  from  the  exploits  of  the  pilots  who  took 
part  in  the  recent  Air  CorxjS  Ifeneuvers,  we,  of  Self  ridge  Field,  feel  that  the 
enlisted  men  should  come  in  for  their  share  of  praise.  As  for  maintenance  in 
the  First  Pursuit  Group  during  Maneuvers,  the  pianes  functioned  almost  100^,  As 
a matter  of  fact,  the  pilots  did  not  stand  up  nearly  so  well,  due  to  mumps,  colds, 
and  various  ills  of  a like  nature.  Under  adverse  conditions  the  enlisted  person- 
nel of  the  Group  were  always  on  the  job,  did  their  work  cheerfully  and  well, 
putting  forth  every  effort  to  maintain  the  old  Air  Corps  tradition  - always  ready, 
WRIGHT  FIELD 

Tents  have  been  folded,  but  not  with  the  traditional  silence  of  the  Arabs, 
and  75  enlisted  men  stationed  at  the  Materiel  Division  for  the  period  of  the  Air 
Corps  Maneuvers  have  gradually  been  returned  to  their  home  stations,  Ivfeny  pilots 
of  the  Division  have  put  in  flying  hours  at  this  work  - and  some  not  of  the 
Division.^  Lieuts.  T.S,  Olds,  H.J.  Reid,  H.J.  Hixon  and  R.C,  Ehudy  arrived  at  the 
field  on  June  6th  in  four  FoMcer  Transports,  taking  two  loads  of  troops  to  Scott 
Field^and  tv/o  to  Selfridge  Field,  Lieuts.  A. A.  Kessler  and  Levi  L.  Beery  took 
a fifth  .and  sixth  transportful  to  Chanute  Field  the  same  day. 

o0o-< — 

DAYTOH  ATTORNEY  DECORATED  WITH  D.S.C.  AT  WRIGHT  FIELD 

The  award  of  the  Distin^ished  Service  Cross  to  Robert  Higley,  attorney  and 
former  member  of  the  Marine  !k)rps,  was  made  at  Wright  Field  on  June  5th  in  the 
presence  of  officers,  members  of  the  American  Legion,  representatives  of  the 
Jfe-rine  Corps,  Higley’ s family  and  a group  of  -personal  friends. 

For  the  first  time  the  lawn  about  the  flag  staff  before  the  Administration 
Building  of  the  Materiel  Division  was  used  for  such  a ceremony,  and  it  made  a 
fitting  stage  for  the  occasion.  Prior  to  the  presentation,  a Boy  Soout  band 
played  -patriotic  music.  Attention  was  sounded  by  the  bugler  with  the  drum  corps. 
After  the  Star  S-pangled  Banner  was  -played,  Hon.  William  G.  Pickrel,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Ohio,  s-poke  briefly,  lauding  the  deed  which  had  won  for  the  recipient 
such  well— deserved  merit. 

The  citation  was  read  describing  Higley’ s bravery  in  going  out  to  the  front 
lines  in  the  face  of  almost  certain  death  to  bring  back  a wounded  officer,  Lieut. 
Edwin^Hope.  When  this  had  been  accomplished,  Higley  placed  17  bandoliers  of  am- 
^nition  about  his  neck  and  a£;ain  made  his  way  to  the  front  line  to  aid  his  fight- 
ing comrades.  The  award  came  just  13  years  to  the  day  after  the  accomplishment 
. of  the  deed. 

Brigadier- General  H.C,  Pratt  -pinned  the  decoration  on  Higley’ s breast.  Con- 
gratulations from  Marines,  who  had  been  with  Higley  at  Chateau  Thierry  and  were 
present  for  the  occasion,  from  officers,  from  fellow  reserve  officers  and  friends 
followed,  the  brief  but  inrpressive  ceremony  breaking  up  to  the  music  of  the  Boy 
Scout  Band. 
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YOUNG  AMERICA.* S INTEREST  IN  AVIATION 

There  is  no  denying  the  fact  that  aviation  has  a 'particularly  strong  anneal 
for  the  average  youngster.  Most  of  the  requests  received  hy  the  Information  Divi- 
sion for  'photographs  of  aif-planes  come  from  youngsters  of  tender  age,  who  express 
in^no  raistakahle  terms  their  amhition  to  hecome  fliers  some  day.  Their  hero  wor- 
ship has  ■ 'under  gone  a complete  change.  The  cowboy,  railroad  engineer,  conductor, 
etc,,  are  heroes  no  more 'in  their  estimation.  They  are  now  either  warming  the 
bench  or  have  been,  relegated,  to  the  bush  leagues.  The  hero  who  now  occu'pies  the 
center  of  the  diamond  is  the  aviator, 

^One  needs  only  to  enter  a movie  theatre  when  an  air  -picture  is  being  shown 
to  find  concrete  evide'nce  of  this  fact.  He  will  find  a large  percentage  of  the 
audience  these  youngsters ' v/ho  in  the  future  will  guide  the  destinies  of  this 
nation.  He  will  hear  a-pplause  ?/hich  is  absent  in  other  tjrpesof  photo  -plays. 

Kelly  Field  recently  received  a letter  from  a youngster  residing  in  Buffalo,^ 
N.Y. , which  it  is  believed  will  be  of  interest  to  readers  of  the  News  Letter.  It' 
is  quoted  below,  as  follows;  • ' 

"Dear  Sirs; 

I have  caught  wind  that  you  were  going  to  have  two  seaters  for  the  army. 

Welli  I vote  no.  Here's  my  reason,  when  the  machine  gunner  sees  an  enemy  air- 
plane coming  he  signals  the  -pilot  to  get  on  the  tail  of  the  other  shi-p  as  they 
usually  do.  'What  if  the  pilot  does  not  get  there  in  time  and  while  trying  to 
get  there  he  gets  shot  at  in  the  attempt.  I think  that  yoii  should  have  one  seater 
pursuit  -planes.  I saw  this  in  the  I.fey  or  Junes  Popular  Mechanic  for  19.30.  • I saw| 
all  the  -pictures  and  everything,  I am  thinking  of  going  to  Brooks  Field  then  to 
Kelly's  Field  myself.  Do  you  have  to  be  chosen  by  the  Senator  of  the  state  to  go ' 
there?  I am  waiting  for  an  ansiver  for  that  question.  Also  I think  you  should 
have  lighter  bombers  for  day  attacks  and  bigger  bombers  for  ni^t  attacks.  Lighter 
bombers  for  days  because  if  the  planes  are  attacked  by  -pursuit  ships  they  may 
fi^t  their  way  through.  I am  very  interested  i'n  aviation.  At  least  have  about 
900.  or  1000  pound  bombs  on  day  bombers , and  2000  - 4000  pound  bombs  on  night  ' 
bombers.  I got  the  tfey,  June,  and:  July  Popular  Mechanic  for  1930  when  I saw  them|: 
advertisements  jrou  had  in  it'.  Ohi  Bo'y,  I hardly  can  wait  till  I am  at  least  IV-g-  1 
years-old.  I guess  I -can  start  then,  can't  I?  I always  get  the  Po-pular  Meclianicf 
Magazine.  Eemember  what  I' told  you  about  them  airplanes  -previous  in  the  letter. 

I also  read  the  War  Birds  Magazine,  Air  Stories,  and  such  airplane  magazines. 

From  these  I got  some  information  abou't  airplanes.  The  weather  down  here  is  fine 
and^hot.  Too  hot  for  comfort.  How  is  it  down  there?  The  ceiling  is  hi^  for 
flying.  Tl'iat's  the  way  it  is  sup-posed  to  be  I guess,  I am  13  years  old,  I go 
to^St.  Fra'ncis  Xavier's  School,  and'  I am  in  the  8th  grade.  I'm  going  to  graduate 
this  June.  Please  send  me  an  answer.  I am  waiting.  Please  send  me  any  kind  cf 
answer.  mother  lau^s  every  time  I tell  her  I'm  going  to  be  an  aviator.  'Well 

so  long,  supper's  ready.  Good-bye. 

Your  true  friend, 

P.S.  Don't  forget  to  send  me  an  answer 

what  you're  going  to  do. 

(Watch  v/hat  my  Mother'll  do  when  you  send  me  a letter). 

. . — -oOo 

HESERVE  OFFICERS  IN  TRAINING  AT  SCOTT  FIELD,  ILL. 

Seventy-one  Reserve  officers  re-ported  to  Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111.,  for 
the  Reserve  Officers  Training  Camp  . for  two  weeks'  active  duty  beginning  Jul^?'  5th, 
Included  in  the  number  re-porting  are  60  officers  of  the  heavier-than-air  brandi, 

7 of  the  light er-than-air  branch,  2 -photographic  officers,  one  communications  and 
one  medical  officer.  Flying  training  was  begun  on  the  morning  of  July  7th,  a 
total  of  36  Tplanes  being  available,  for  that  -purpose.  ’Hvio  training  type  airships 
were  available  for  the  training  of  the  light  er-than-air  personnel , and  s-pherical 
balloons  will  be  sent  out  at  intervals  during  the  camp  for  balloon  training. 

^®ie  airplanes  available  for’ training’ are;  12  Pl^i,  8 PT-3,  10  G-19B,  3 0-19C, 
and  3 02-H.  Of  the  above, 22  -planes  were  sent  to  Scott  Field  from  other  Regular 
Army  and  Reserve  Air  Corps  flying  fields.,  ,, Fields  sup;qlying  -planes  are  Self  ridge, 
Duncan,  Norton,  Jones,  Schoen  and  Luhken. 

Reserve  officers  attending  this  cararq  are  scheduled  to  be  relieved  from  duty 
in  time  to  return  to  their  homes  on  July"  18th. 
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ATR  LSPOw  A .AJo£  FLAGS 

The  Station  Repair  Unit  of  the  Hawaiian  Air  Depot,  located  at  Luke  Field, 
was  the  scene  of  greatly  increased  activity  during  the  month  of  April,  The  ar- 
rival of  twenty  new  P-12C  airplanes  and  twelve  new  0-19C  airplanes'  at  the  same 
time,  together  with  the  accompli sluTient  of  the  annu.al  overhaul  schedule,  has  kept 
all  departments  operating  at  top  speed.  However,  hy  hard  work  all  along  the 
line,  the.  new  planes  are  rapidly  taking  the  air  and  at  the  same  time  the  over- 
haul schedule  of  approximately  eight  airplanes  per  month  is  "being  maintained. 

The  present  num"ber  of  airplanes  in  the  Hawaiian  Department  represent  quite 
a change  from  a year  ago,  when  L'uke  Field  had  difficulty  in  getting  six  planes 
in  the  air  for  an  Alolia  flight,  ’iTord  was  received  t'nat  the  Keystone  B-5A  Bomhers 
are  on  the  way  to  Hawaii  and  the  arrival  of  these  planes  will  further  increase 
flying  activities. 

The  Station  Repair  Unit  at  Luke  Field  is  comparatively  a young  organ! z at  j^on, 
having  "been  organized  in  1927,  At  that  time,  a few  civilian  employees  were 
"brought  over  from  the  States  to  act  as  key  men.  From  this  nucleus  of  ten  men, 
a major  repair  depot  was  huilt  up,  and  at  present  the  personnel  employed  con- 
sists of  ninety  civilian  employees  and  fifty-one  enlisted  men.  Some  of  the  early 
arrivals  among. the  civilians  were  Messrs,  John  C.  Vaughn,  Richard  T.  Harrison, 
Walter  Chandler,  Albert  W.  Lorain,  and  Patrick  Holohan,  and  each  of  these  men 
assisted  materially  in  the  organization  of  the  Depot, 

Effective  on  May  1st,  this  year,  Mr,  Vauglin  moves  up  from  Foreman  of  the 
Machine  Shop  to  the  position  of  Shop  Superintendent,  Mir.  Ansel  Dekle  is  pro- 
moted to  Foreman  of  the  Engine  Repair,  vice  Mr.Sgt.  Harry  Carmean,  who  becomes 
Assistant  to  the  Chief  Engineering  Officer  until  his  departure  for  the  States 
in  June. 

Cruising  around  the  shops,  the  Hews  Letter  reporter  found  every  department 
functioning  at  top  speed.  The  Final  Assembly  was, perhaps,  the  busiest  spot  and 
the  place  was  almost  filled  with  crates  containing  the  new  0-19C  and  P-12C  air- 
planes. They  report  that  during  the  month  of  April  they  delivered  34  airplanes 
of  which  18  were  minor  overhauls,  5 were  major  overhauls,  and  11  were  assemblies 
of  new  airplanes.  They  have  been  assembling  an  average  of  1^  new  0-19C  airplanes 
per  day.  One  of  these  new  planes  was  assembled  and  equipped  with  full  war  equip- 
ment and  placed  on  exhibition  during  Army  Day,  April  6th,  at  the  big  Army  ex- 
hibit at  Ft,  Armstrong  in  Honolulu, 

The  Machine, Shop , consisting  of  the  Welding  Department,  Sheet  Metal  Depart- 
ment, Maintenance  Department  and  Machine  Shop  proper,  which  employs  a personnel 
of  eleven  enlisted  men  and  sixteen  civilians,  just  finished  a very  busy  month, 
having  completed  approximately  80  work  orders  and  ICO  to  125  jobs  on  instruc- 
tion slips.  An  impending  shift  in  personnel  which  is  scheduled  to  take  effect 
on  May  1st  will  make  Sgt.  Carl  A.  Hels'on  the  foreman  of  the  Machine  Shop,  The 
entire  force  of  t"he  Machine  Shop  wishes  Mr,  Vaughn  luck  on  his  new  job  as  Shop 
Superintendent  and  hopes  that  Sgt.  ITelson  will  be  as  good  a foreman  in  the  future 
as  Mr,  Vauglin  has  been  in  the  past.  The  Welding  Departmient , under  Sgt.  E.L. 
Kliforth,  just  completed  building  a nevf  nose  on  LB-6  29-25,  which  waw  badly  in- 
jured in  a recent  crash.  This  piece  of  work  was  considered  a very  difficult  and 
exacting  job,  and  Sgt,  Kliforth  and  his  men  are  to  be  highly  commended  on  the 

creditable  manner  and  efficiency  with  which  it  was  finished. 

On  making  his  customary  rounds  of  the  v?..rious  departments  this  morning,  the 
writer  beheld  Mr.  Groves  busily  engaged  in  what  appeared  to  be  the  childish  pas- 
time of  building  sand  castles  and  making  mud  pies.  Highly  intrigued  b2^  his  man- 
euvers, we  decided  to  stick  around  aw'nile  and  see  what  would  happen.  After  a 
due  amount  of  time,  and  some  questioning,  it  was  discovered  that  Mr.  Groves* was 
making  aluminum  casts  of  spinners  for  the  P-12  airplanes.  In  other  words,  we 
are  able  to  cast  our  own  parts  and  then  go  right  tlirough  the  various  processes 
of  turning  out  the  finished  article  exactly  as  the  manufacturer  would  do  it,  and 

still  keep  within  the  strict  specifications  of  our  Technical  Orders.  The  dis- 

tance between  this  depot  and  the  various  sources  of  supply  makes  every  little 
accomplishment  like  this  assume  great  importance. 

Engine  Repair  also  had  rather  a busy  month  completing  six  major  overhauls 
' on  SR-1340C  engines  and  three  major  overhauls  on  R-1340C  engines.  One  V-1650 
and  one  V-1150  also  received  minor  overhauls,  a 

Aero  Repair  report  the  completion  of  a new  parachute  departWnt , one  of  the 
outstanding  features  being  the  storage  vault  for  parachutes,  so  constructed  that 
it  is  both  vermin  and  thief-proof.  An  exhaust  system  for  removing  sawdust  is 
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practically  completed  in  the  wood  mill.  In  addition  to  the  above  construction 
projects,  the  Aero  Repair  turned  over  quite  a number  of  airplanes  to  the  Final 
Assembly, 

All  in  alls  it  has-been  a busy  month  around  the  Station  Repair  Unit  on  Ford 
Island  and  the  manner  in  wlirch  the  work  has  been  expedited  all  along  the  line 
reflects  very  favorably  bn  the  cooperation  between  the  enlisted  men  and  the  ci- 
vilians under  the  direction  of  Capt , Ralph  B,  Walker,  the  Chief  Engineer, 

oOo— — 

NO  DULL  MOMENTS  FOR  LIEUT.  REED 

Of  late,  Lieut.  Minthorne  W.  Reed  of  the  17th  Pursuit  Squadron,  found  his 
service  with  the  1st  Pursuit  Group  one  round  of  excitement,  this  tending  to  prove 
that  troubles  never  come  singly.  Recently  and  inadvertently  he  made  a most  dis- 
tressing service  test  on  the  adaptability  of  a certain  Amphibian  as  a purely  sea- 
going vessel,  and  he  reported  the  results  a bit  unsatisfactory. 

Testing  the  Amphibian  on  Lake  St.  Clair,  all  went  well  for  several  water 
landings,  with  the  spray  flying  merrily  on  each  take-off  and  landing.  Soon,  how- 
ever, the  engine,  a well-meaning' inverted  Liberty,  became  very  damp,  with  the  re- 
sult that  it  wanted  to  quit.  After  the  third  landing,  Lieut,  Reed  found  his  RPM 
had  fallen  off  to  where  he  could  not  get  the  venerable  plane  to  leave -the  water. 

In  the  meantime,  a brisk  wind  had  whipped  the  lake  out  of  its  usual  placid 
mood,  and  there  he  was  sloshing  around  eight  miles  up  the  lake  from  the  field  and 
two  miles  out  from  shore.  The  plane  would  taxi  beautifully,  but  the  wind  had  the 
situation  too  well  in  hand  to  permit  directional  headway.  Fortunately,  a Coast 
Guard  boat  soon  appeared,  before  any  of  the  Selfridge  men  had  been  appraised  of 
the  mishap,  and  towed  the  plane  to  the  slip  at  the  field..  The  trip  consumed  two 
hours,  and  by  that  time  both  personnel  and  materiel  were  very,  very  wet, 

Sometine  later,  a Selfridge  Field  Pursuit  plane  figured  in  two  aerial  colli- 
sions of  the  same  nature  on  two  consecutive  days,  and  came  through  both  mishaps 
unscathed.  Lieut.  Reed  was  flying  P-12C  plane  No.  163  on  a night -formation, prac- 
tice flight  with  five  other  members  of  his  Squadron.  The  ships  were  flying  in 
close  formation  and  hit  a sudden  bump,  or  air  disturbance,  which  caused  the  outer 
edge  of  the  top  wing  of  Lieut,  Reed’s  ship  to  deflect  downward,  momentarily  strik- 
ing the  tail  section  of  Lieut,  W.M,  Morgan’s  plane  and  bending  it  badly.  Lieut, 
Morgan  was  able  to  land- his  plane,  however,  without  further,  damage.  Upon  exam- 
ining Lieut.  Reed’s  plane,  not  a scratch  could  be  found  on  it , ' , 

The  next  day,  while  again  flying  formation,  plane  No.  163  figured  in  ex- 
actly the  same  sort  of  an  accident,  inflicting  the  same  damage  on  another  plane, 
but  without  injury  to  itself,  and  with  another  pilot  at  the  controls.  Here  is 
certainly  an  item  for  the  "Believe  It  or  Nob"  column, 

oOo 

FREE  BALLOON  FLIGHT  AT  SCOTT  FIELD 

The  first  free-  balloon  flight  of  the  present  training  season  was  success- 
fully carried  out  jus.t  recently,  when  Capt.  Douglas  Johnston  and  Mr.  Sgt.  Olin 
Brown  took  off  from  Scott  Field  and  landed  near  Nashville,  111. 

The  flight  was  made  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  Chief  of ' the 
Air  Corps,  requiring  each  lighter -than- air  pilot  to  make  two  free  balloon 
flights  each  year.  Other  pilots  on  the  Post  will  be  scheduled  for  their  flights 
as  rapidly  as  the,  equipment  and  weather  conditions  permit, 

, Capt.  Johnston  and  Sgt . Brown  took  td  the  air  about.  6i00  A.M. , with  their 
35,000-foot  bag  filled  with  hydrogen.  With  a strong  west  wind  at  the  lower 
altitudes  and  a still  stronger  northwest  wind  higher  up,  there  was  little  choice 
in  the  direction  of  flight.  By  varying  their  flight  level  the -two  pilots  were 
able  to  follow  U.S.  route  #15,  which  made  it  easier  for  the  pick-up  truck  to 
reach  the  landing  place.  Previous  instructions  had  limited  the  flight  to  not 
over  40  miles  and  this  approximate  distance  was  reached  about  8:15  A.M,.  , and  a 
landing  .made' a few  minutes  late-r  in  a small  circular  field  about  75  feet 'in.  diam- 
eter, The  truck  arrived  about  10:00  o’clock  and  the  deflated  bag  and  pilots 
were  returned  to  the  field. 

Free  ballooning  has  caught  the  fancy  of  the  15th  Observation  Sq-uadron 
officers,  and  the  Operations  Office  has  been  flooded  with  requests  for  permis-  . 
Sion  to  participate  in  the^  future  flights, 
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mmiSL  DIVISIOiJ  AOTIVI'ri.ES 
By  A.M.  Jacobs 


Hew  Ambulance  Airplane  - YlO-15 

A Fokker  airplane,  bailt  especially  for  ambulance  purposes,  was  tested  re- 
cently at  Wrif^t  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  the  tests  being  completed  in  time  to  put 
the  plane  in  service  for  the  Air  Corps  teneuvers.  ®ie  new  Ambulance  is  powered 
with  a single  Wright  ‘'Cyclone"  engilie  of  525  h.p.  0!he  color  is  white,  with  a 
large  red  cross  on  both  sides  of  the  fuselage,  fhere  are  three  litters  for^ 
patients  and  three  seats  in  addition  to  the  cockpit.  [Kie  seats  are  for  doctors, 
attendants  or  other  patients.  Hie  plane  is  equipped  with  oxygen  apparatus  for 
altitude  flying  and  for  treatment  where  necessarjr,  A metal  cabinet  contains 
surgical  instruments.  It  has  a drinking  fountain,  a basin  with  running  water, 
thermos  Ikottle  for  hot  water  or  coffee,  crash  tools,  tow  rope,  and  an  emergency 
aid  Idlt,  including  articles  for  the  stoppage  of  hemorrhage,  binding  of  wounds, 
etc.  The  top  speed  of  this  plane  is  betw'een  125  and  130  miles  per  hour,  and 
the  cruising  speed  between  XW  and  120  miles  pei'  hour. 


Ford  Bomber  submitted  for  test 

(The  Ford  Motor  Company  lias  constructed  its  first  Bomber,  and  it  was  flown  to 
Wright  Field  for  test  on  May  12th.  The  Bomber  is  of  the  usual  Ford  monoplane 
all-metal  construction  and  is  powered  with  three  "Wasp"  supercharged  air-cooled 
engines.  It  is  designed  to  fly  with  full  load  of  bombs  on  any  two  of  its  three 
engines  and  to  fulfill  its  mission  over  land  or  pea  should  one  engine  fail. 

Ford  engineers  claim  that  on  its  maiden  fli^t  from  the  Ford  Airport  to 
Wri^t  Field  it  outdistanced  one  of  the  latest  Ford  Transports,  which  speaks  well 
for  its  speed.  The  supercharged  engines  will  make  it  possible  for  the  plane  to 
attain  unusual  altitudes  for  a heavy  Bombardment  type  of  plane,  thus,  in  case  of 
emergency,  putting  it  beyond  the  ranges  of  anti-aircraft  machine  guns.  For  pro- 
tection against  attacking  enemy  airplanes,  aside  from  the  high  speed  of  the 
piano,  there  are  several  machine  guns  so  arranged  that  protection  in  all  direc- 
tions is  afforded.  The  plane  will  imdergo  complete  flight  and  performance  test- 
ing at  the  hands  of  the  flight  test  pilots  at  Wright  Field  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  its  suitability  for  military  mirposes. 


Car  adds  to  Airshi-p  efficiency 

Among  the  developments  of  the  Materiel  Division  qn  exhibition  during  the^ 

Air  Corps  Ifeneuvers  was  a new  tyi3e  of  enclosed  car  for  use  with  small  non-rigid 
training  airships.  We  are  quite  familiar  with  the  types  which  hang  beneath  the 
envelope  su3]pended  by  cables  terminating  in  finger  patches  cemented  to  the  out- 
side of  the  bag. 

The  top  of  the  new  car  is  faired  directly  into  the  bottom  of  the  envelope, 
so  that  the  car  and  the  envelope  appear  as  a unit  and  no  suspension  is  y'isible. 
This  suspension,  however,  is  the  distinguishing  feature  of  the  new  car,  Cs-blcs 
extend  through  the  bottom  of  the  envelope  into  the  interior  and  are  secured 
to  two  fabric  curtains,  80  feet  long,  especially  designed  to  take  the  stresses 
imposed  by  the  weight  and  drag  of  the  car  and  the  lifting  gases,  and  which  in 
turn  are  secured  to  the  top  of  the  envelope.  The  loading  distribution  on  these 
curtains  amounts  to  approximately  18  pounds  per  running  foot,  resulting  in  an 
exceedingly  hi^  factor  of  safety.  Since  wind  tunnel  tests  on  airship  models 
have  shown  that  the  drag  on  the  external  rigging  is  about  15  percent  of  the 
total  drag,  the  placing  of  the  suspension  rigging  on  the  interior  of  the  envelope 
will  obviously  reduce  the  drag  and  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  airship. 

The  car  is  neat  in  appearance,  being  generally  contoured  on  a streamline 
form.  Good  visibility  obtains  through  celluloid  windows  extending  about  three 
Bides,  Two  door's  and  two  large  windows  provide  parachute  exi;ts.  Seating  a3>* 
rangements  accommodate  two  pilots  aiid  two  passengers.  It  is  powered  by  two 
oO*70  horsepower  aiy-pooled  engines,  mounted  on  outriggers  extending  out  from 
each  side.  A novel  feature  consists  of  a hinged  platform  near  each  cnitrlgger, 
which  may  be  folded  down  from  the  car  and  upon  which  a mechanic  may  ststhd  to 
Perform  any  minor  repairs  to  be  made  on  the  engine  during  flight.  A landing  . 
wheel  has  been  incorporated  to  the  rear  of  the  car.  With  this  arrangements  'it  Is 
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thought  that  loads  in  excess  of  those  usually  carried  in  small  airships  of  this 
type  can  he  handled,  the  dynamic  lift  being  increased  in  the  run  across  the 
ground  in  much  the  same  manner  as  it'  is  with  an  airplane. 

Although  no  tests  have  yet  been  performed,  it  is  estimated  that  a speed  of 
55  m.p.h.  will  be  obtained,  due  to  the  internal  rigging  arrangements  and  the 
refinements  of  its  design.  IVilly  equipped  with  controls,  instroments,  accesso- 
ries, and  engines,  the  wei^it  is  approximately  1400  pounds, 

oOo — - ' 

•THE  HOCKWEaiL  AIR  DEPOT 
the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent 

"Without  the  benefit  of  banquet  speeches,  the  industry  of  San  Diego  which 
during  the  past  year  has  taken  a longer  hop,  skip  and  jump  than  any,  is  the 
Depot  Supply  Department  of  the  RocIutoII  Air  Depot." 

The  above  quotation  from  .a./recent  issue  of  a San  Diego  newspaper  briefly 
summarizes  the  greatly  increased  activity  at'  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot  during  the 
past  year.  As  stated  in  the  article  above  referred  to,  the  title  "Depot  Supply" 
may  sound  deadly  to  romance,  and  yet  this  business  institution  has  fingers 
reaching  to  seven  Western  States,  Hawaii  and  the  Philippines, 

It  has  been  stated  that  even  Air  Corps  officers  are  not  fully  cognizant  of 
the  vast  amount  of  the  stock  on  hand  and  the  many  ramifications  in  the  operation 
of  the  Depot.  This  is  true,  and  to  correct  the  situation  and  fully  to  inform 
commissioned  personnel  of  this  work,  Lieut  .-Colonel  B.K.  Yount,  the  Post  Com- 
mander, recently  ordered  all  officers  of  this  command  to  spend  a half  day  making 
a tour  of  ins'pection  and  study  of  the  Engineering  and  Supply  Departments  of  the 
Rockwell  Air  Depot.  Captain  C.P.  Kane,  the  Depot  Supply  Officer,  and  Lieut. 

B.M.  Giles,  the  Post  Engineering  Officer,  were  detailed  to  act  as  guides  and  to 
explain  the  workings  of  the  various  organizations.  After  the  tour,  many  of  the 
younger  officers  expressed  amazement  at  the  extent  of  the  business  handled,  ; 

There  is  a saying  that ■ anything  connected  with  the  Army  must  of  necessity  I 

be  bound  up  in  "red  tape;''  yet  many  executives  of  large  business  organizations  ^ 

on  this  coast  have  purposely  visited  the  Roclrwell  Air  Depot  in  order  to  study  ' 
the  method  and  manner  of  doing  business  there.  Por  example,  approximately  forty  ' 
thousand  items  of  pro'perty  are  stocked,  valued  at  many  millions  of  dollars, 
nevertheless,  in  the  past  18  months,  the  average  time  required  to  fill  a requi-  ; 
sit  ion  submitted  to  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot  has  not  exceeded  a day  and  a half. 

In  other  words,  from  the  receipt  of  the  requisitions,  which  in  many  cases  are 
large  and  contain  thousands  of  items,  until  the  goods  are  placed  on  the  cars, 
a day  and  a half  is  the  total  elapsed  time  which  is  necessary  for  the  work, 
which  includes  editing,  preparation  of  shipping  tickets,  distribution  of  ship- 
ping tickets,  issue  of  stock  from  the  storerooms,  packing  and  shipping. 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  readily  apparent  that  the  Air  Corps  supply  system 
is  functioning  in  an  efficient  manner  and  comparable  to  tliat  of  many  of  the 
large  and  well  organized  civilian  industries  of  this  country. 

Military  Attaches  of  foreign  governments,  engaged  on  a world  wide  inspection;,! 
trip  of  supply  and  engineering  organizations,  who  recently  visited  the  Rockwell  , 
Air  De-pot,  stated  tliat  this  organisation  was.  the  e(jial,  if  not  the  superior,  of  j 
any  like  plant  they  had  seen.  ■ j 

Higher  military  commanders  are  more  and  more  realizing  the  importance  of 
s’u-^ly,  and  this  is  especially  true  in  the  Air  Corps.  The  lack  of  a single  small  ' 
item  can  very  easily  keep  an  airplane  on  the  ground,  and  this  is  particularly 
true  during  maneuvers.  One  does  not  have  to  look  very  far  back  to  realize 'the 
great  changes  and  improvements  that  have  been  effected  within  the  Army  Air  Corps  . 
supply  system  and,  v/hen  consideration  is  given  to  the  huge  and  combined  totals 
of 'business  transacted  throughout  this  service,  it  requires  no  stretch  of  the 
imagination  to  appreciate  the  fact  that  the  Air  Corps  supply  in  itself  really 
represents  one  of  the  big  business  enterprises  of  the  country. 

oOo — - 

A Board  of  Air  Corps  officers  recently  convened  at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  !; 
Ohio,  to  consider  the  future  Pursuit  program  of  the  Air  Corps.  Officers  making  r 
up  the  Board  were  .ifetj or  Carl  Spatz,  Rockwell  Field;  Captain  H.M.  .Elraeudo-rf , 

Office  of  the  Chief  .;0f  the  Air  Corps;  ^Major  G.E.  Brower  and  Lieut,.  J:.S . .Griffith,  11 
■Selfridge  Field;  Capt.  Franlc  0*D.  Hunter,  Rockwell  Field;  Capt.  J.K.  Cannon,  I 
Duncan  Field,  and  Lieut,  A. A.  Kessler,  Wright  Field.  I 
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rLOATIUG  MRDmm  SHOP  DISCOVUIEIED  11^  HAWAIIAN  WATERS 
By  the  Fews  Letter  Correspondent 

The  grey  terror  of  Pearl  Harhor  is  no  more,  his  demise  taking  place  on 
Kamehameha  Day.  Mothers  may  nov;  let  their  hahes  paddle  in  the  blue  waters  of 
the  harbor  without  the  ever  present  fear  tliat  they  are  to  form  a delectable  tid- 
bit for  a shark’s  lunch.  Yachtsmen  may  sail  their  fragile  craft  blithely  around 
Eord  Island  conscious  of  the  fact  that  the  lurking  shadow  which  was  wont  to  cast 
a hungry  eye  and  lick  his  chops  at  a particularly  toothsome  morsel  is  no  longer 
sliding  under  their  gunwale  or  ’'gnnnei*’-  or  whatever  they  call  it. 

The  tales  of  this  man-eating  tiger  of  the  seas,  who  has  for  the  past  three 
months  made  his  home  in  the  deep  channels  and  dark  caves  of  Pearl  Harbor,  are 
almost  beyond  belief  - how  he  has  savagely  attacked  tug  boats  and  launches, 
leaving  deep  gashed  tooth  marks  on  their  steel  sides;  how. he  has  leaped  clear  of 
the  water  after  low-flying  airipl.anes  like  a trout  after  a fly;  how  he  took  a,  two 
foot  bite  out  of  the  steel  anchor  cbadn  of  the  Army  tug  and  chased  two  frighten- 
ed Japanese  fishermen  clear  into  the  Ewa  Cane  Fields.  According  to  all  re-ports, 
he  was  the  most  savage  man-eater  that  these  waters  has  ever  known. 

A -party  of  intre-pid  fliers  from  Luke  Field,  however,  proved  more  than  a 
■match  for  his  ferocity  and  cunnin.g.  Armed  with  harpoons,  steel  cables,  spears, 
machine  guns,  meat  cleavers  and  -pistols,  the  brave  little  band  of  hunters 
embarked  on  the  "Ohoyo  Iferu,'*  loaned  to  them  by  Mrs.  E.M.  Adams  of  Honolulu, for 
the  chase.  ^ Hear  the  Fort  Weaver  dock  the  terror  made  his  ap-pearance,  circling 
the  boat  with  a imirderou.s  leer  on  his  cruel  face.  To  a f-asillade  of  shots  and 
a shower  of  harpoons,  he  paid  not  the  slightest  attention,  disa-p-pearing  with  a 
contempt ous  flick  of  his  tail.  On  his  second  a-ppearance,  however,  a.  few  minutes 
later  and  near  the  main  cliannel,  the  aviators  were  more  successful,  as  a harpoon, 
thrown  from  the  u-pper  deck  of  the  sampan  by  Lieut.  Williamson,  struck  the  tiger 
in  the  back  and  held.  With  three  men  ha-uling  on  the  harpoon  line,  out  he  came 
charging  directly  on  tiie  sampan  with  gioa-shing  teeth.  He  was  met  with  a shower 
of  bullets  and  another  harpoon  cast  by  Lieut.  Davies  and,  after  a terrific 
struggle,  he  succumbed,  bnut  only  ai’ter  he  had  ekliausted  every  effort  to  get  at 
his  pursuers.  During  the  struggle  he  ferociously  sna-p-ped  at  Lieut.  Williamson 
who  was  handling  a gaff,  cutting  off  the  two-incli  oak  -pole  of  the  gaff  as  thoxi^ 
it  were  a straw  and  talcing  with  it  the  end  of  one  of  Lieut.  Williamson’s  fingers 
of  his  ri^t  hand,  the  only  casualty  sustained  by  the  brave  fliers.  There  is 
some  talk  of  awarding  the  Lieutenant  a wound  stripe  for  bravery  and  for  great 
presence  of  mind  in  jerking  his  hand  away  in  time  to  save  his  entire  arm. 

On  being  towed  to  Lulce  Field,  the  terror  was  found  to  be  of  the  tiger 
variety,  about  ten  feet  long,  weighing  in  the  neighborhood  of  300  pounds.  On 
being  opened  his  stomach  was  found  to  contain  the  following  varied  articles,  of 
diet;  one  hind^leg  of  a mule;  two  bathing  suits,  nearly  dig-ested;  soldier’s'  belt 
buckle  and  a -pint  of  suspender  and  coat  buttons;  two  horse  shoes;  one  corner  of 
a wooden  soap  box;  one  length  of  anchor  chain  (from  Tug  "Stanley  Cochrane");  two 
small  boat-  anchors;  ten  pounds  of  assorted  bolts,  nails  and  copjoer  fittings,  pre- 
sumably from  some  wreck. 

oOc 

EHGIHESRIHG  STUDENTS  J/IAKE  EXTEi\lDED  AIR  TOUR 

The  last  week  in  May  and  the  first  in  Jvne , students  of  the  Air  Corps  En- 
gineering School^ at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  spent  their  time  in  the  Flying 
ranch  for  practical  instructions  in  the  flight  testing  of  military  air-olanes, 
tiie^^oneo-ry  and  computations  for  which  they  had  already  worked  out  in  class.  Eadi 
student  had  assigned  for  his  use  an  available  air-plane  which  he  -put  through  com- 
p ete  flight  and  performance  tests,  drav/ing  up  the  necessciry  re-3orts  and  -oer- 
lormance  charts  for  each  stage  of  the  operation. 

On  June  6th,  the  class  took  off  in  .nine  airrilanes , under  the  direction  of 
ap  . Grandison  Gardner,  Assistant  Comiiiandant  of  the  School,  and  accompanied  by 
A.J;  Roche,  airplane  designer,  for  a tour  of  inspection  and  for  the  purpose  of 

various  air-plane,  engine,  and  accessory  manufacturing  plants  and  observ- 
ing the  construction  of  airplanes  from  the  ground  up.  ffiie  flying  tour  included 
Lan^ey  Field;  Bolling  Field;  Baltimore ; Edgewood  Arsenal , Md. ; Philadelphia;  ‘ 

Heights,  H.J.;  Mitchel  Field,  Hartford,  Conn.;  Schenecta- 
H.I.;  Rochester  and  Buffalo,  H.Y.;  Pittsburgh,  Canton,  Cleveland  and  Akron, 
p 1 largest  in  aeronautical,  engineering  which  was  ever  graduated  by 

xne  School,  consisting  of  sixteen  students. 
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M OFFICERS*  qpAmmS  AT  SELFHIDGS  FIECA)  COMPLETED 

Construction  has  heen  commenced'  at  Se.lfridge  Field,  Mt  . Clemens,  Mich, , on 
the  new  Headcjuarters  Biilding,  hangars', . etc. , and  everyone  on  the  post  is  eager- 
ly looking  forward  to  the  not  far  distant’  fu.ture  when  the  last  of  the  old  war 
time  huildings  will  he  no  more.  The  new.  officers*  quarters.,  are  already  occupied, 
and  work  is  going  on  apace  in  planting  lawns,  shruhhery,  trees,  etc.,  in  an  ef- 
fort to  beautify  the  surroundings. 

oOo— — 

PURSUITERS  m HAWAII  PARTICIPATE  IH  A TACTIC5AL  EXERCISE 

The  18th  Pursuit  Group,  stationed  at  Wheeler  Field,  T.H.,  participated  in  a 
three-day  tactical  exercise,  centering  aroiond  Maui,  on  May  19th,  20th  and  21st, 
which  was  directed  hy  the  Wing  Commander,  Lieut .-Colonel  Gerald  C.  Brant.  First 
Lieut.  Rex  K.  Stoner  led  the  flight  from  Wheeler  Field.  The  first  day  an  attack 
was  made  on  WailuLoi,  Maui,  where  a hase  was  established  after  the  opposing 
forces  had  presumably  been  destroyed.  The  second  day,  the  attack  squadron  at- 
tempted to  slip  through  the  pursuit  patrols  and  attack  and  destroy  Hilo,  Hawaii. 
On  the  return  trip  the  next  ^y,  an  attempt  was  made  to  pass  the  observation 
patrols  around  the  Island  of  Oahu  and  destroy  Pearl  Harbor.  The  officers  and 
men  engaged  in  these  maneuvers  report  that  the  hospitality  of  Maui  is  unexcelled, 

oOo 

FIRST  PORSUIT  GROUP  STAGES  DEMOHSTRATION  FOR  C.M.T.G.  CAMP 

The  First  Pursuit  Group,  Self ridge  Field,  Mich. , consisting  of  three 
squadrons,  12  planes  each,  and  two  Trans-oorts,  carrying  16  enlisted  men,*  made  a 
tactical  flight  to  Fort  Benjamin  Harrison,  Indiana,  on  d*une  24th,  for  the  purpose 
of  flying  a demonstration  for  the  C.M.T.C.  Camu  being  conducted  at  that  post. 

In  the  evening,  the  officers  at  Fort  Benjamin  Harx-ison  and  the  Indianapolis 
Board,  of  Commerce  acted  as  joint  .hosts, to  the  officers  of  the  Group  at  a banofuet , 
followed  by  a dance.  A good  time  was  had  by  all,  and  the  Group  returned  to 
Self ridge  Field  the  following  day. 

pOo 

SCOTT  FIELD  PIGEOHS  CARRY  OFF  HIGH  HOHORS 

Homing  pigeons  from  the  Scott  Field  loft  made  a very  good  showing  in  the 
race  from  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  which  was  started  July  18th.  This  race  was  ap- 
proximately 349  miles,  and.  nearly  3,000  birds  were  entered  from  various,  parts  of 
the  country,  including  about  60  from  the  St.  Louis  area.  A St.  Louis  bird  fin- 
ished first. in  the  district,  averaging  656,94  yards  per  minute,  being  closely 
followed  by  four  birds  from  the  Scott  Field  loft  which  won  second,  third,  fourth 
and  fifth  places  in  the  district.  While  the  showing  of  the  Scott  Field  birds 
was  comparatively  good,  the  speed  made  was  much  below  that  made  in  the  same  race 
last  year . Tliis  difference  was  due  to  bad  storms  over  the  course  with  a strong 
wind  against  the  birds  from  this  district. 

oOo — - 

Camp  Claudio  Field,  a stone’s  throw  from  Nichols  Field,  P, I.,  vras  the^ scene 
of  an  unusual  and  interesting  occurrence  recently,  when  I,4r.  R.  Mas sier, civilian 
ins]xector  of  the  Motor  Overhaul  De^xartment  of  the  Philippine  Air  Depot,  made  his 
first  solo,  flight  and  the  first  flight  of  the  shi|)  'built  by  himself  and  Cojrooral 
Slinkard  of  the  66th  Service  Squadron.  The  ship,  built  completely  except  for 
accessories  by  these:  two  men,  is  a small  high-v/ing  monoplane , metal  fuselage, 
powered  with  a 35  h.p.  Anzani  motor.  It  is  very  trim  looking  and  has  good  per- 
formnce, 

te,  Messier’s  training  as  a pilot  consists  of  eight  hours’  dual  ijjstruc- 
tion^in  192?,  He  has 'made  a total  of  four  flights  of  about  fifteen  minutes  each 
in  his  ship  up  to  this  vrriting.  He  was  formerly  a member  of  the  65th  Squadron 
in  Hawaii  and  later  of  the  66th  Squadron  at'  Nichols  Field,  where  he  purchased 
his  discdiarge  to  become  a civilian  engine  inspector. 
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THE  HX&H  G-RIP  Wm  A . lARGET  PiSm 
By  Lieut.  J,  L.  Hi’tcMnes,  Air  Corps 
(The  9th  Article'  of  this  Series) 

Again  the  reader  is  reminded  of  the  fundamental  tenet  in  the  accepted  doc- 
trine of  pistol  shooting;  THE  KUMAH  BODY  MOST  NEARLY  APPRQA.CHES  A mCHIFE  REST 
WHEN  THE  B03TES  AND  MUSCLES  ..USED  ARE  LOCKED  WITHOUT  STRAIN.  This  principle,  as 
we  have  seen,  e:s:plains  why  experts  helieve  that  the  wrist  should  be  drooped  un- 
til it  comes  to  a natural  stop. 

Now  if  we  are  to  droop  the  va'ist  Without  pointing  the  barrel  down,  we  must 
place  our  hand  high  on  the  stock;  and  this  position  we  find  to  have  the  further 
advantage  that  local  unintentional  pre^'sxires  on  various  parts  of  the  hand  pro- 
duce less  deviation'  of  the  muzsle' than  would  be  caused  with  a lower  grip,  Eor 
these  reasons  it  has  become  a firm  tenet  of  the  Springfield  doctrine  that  THE 
HAND  SHOULD  BE  PLACED  AS  HIGH  ON  THE  PISTOL  STOCK" AS  POSSIBLE. 

Thus  we  have  determined  a definite  limiting  position  for  the  hand,  which 
may  be  defined  as  follows;  WHEIT  THE  PISTOL  IS  PLACED  IN  THE  HAND  IN  LINE  WITH 
THE  ARM,  THE  PALI'^  BEING  HELD  VERTICAL,  THE  HAI®  IS  MOVED  UP  ON  THE  STOCK  UIOTIL, 

BY  DROOPING  THE  MIST,  THE  BARREL  PALLS  NATURALLY  INTO  A HORIZONTAL  POSITION. 

Now  let  Us  consider  in  detail  the  various  parts  of  the  hand  and  define 
limiting  positions  for  them  also.  Just  as  the  two  feet  form  the  fundamental 
bases  on  which  the  body  is  balanced,  so  the  second  finger  forms  the  immediate 
support  for  the  pistol  on  which  it  rests. 

WHEN  THE  PISTOL  IS  PLACED  AGAINST  THE  PALM,  THE  PALM  BEING  HELD  VERTICAL 
AND  AT  THE  CORRECT  HSIffllT  ON  THE  STOCK,  ALLOW,  THE  WEIGHT  OP  THE  BARREL  TO. PALL 
NATURALLY  ON  THE  SECOND  FINGER. 

The  H.  and  R.  single  shot  pistol  is  designed  to  make  this  position  natural, 
having  a block  "provided  behind  the  trigger  guard  which  rests  naturally  upon  the 
second  ^finger.  The  Stoeger  7S2  and  most  foreign  target  pistols  have  s-pu.rs  on 
the  trigger  guard  which  serve  the  sane  pur:)Ose.  The  Colt  CaniiD  Perry,  however, 
and  both  the  Colt  and  the  Smith  ai?id  Wesson  revolvers  are  recessed  upward  behind 
the  trigger  guard;  blocks  for  them  should  be  improvised  of  wood  or  plastic  wood, 
to  make  the  weight  of  the  barrel  fall  naturally  on  the  second  finger. 

The  trigger  finger  should  be  slid  forvrard  against  the  right  side  of  the 
trigger  until  it  is  slightly  stretched.  To  accomplish  this,  HAVING  SET  THE 
PISTOL  IN  THE  HAND  BY  THE  FOREGOING  RULES,  RAISE  THE  MUZZLE;  THEN  SLIDE  THE 
TRIGGER  FINGER  IN  AS  FAR  AS  IT  WILL  GO  EASILY;  IF  ITS  POSITION  IS  CORRECT,  .THE 
TRIGGER  FINGER  WILL,  WHEN  THE  WZZLE  IS  LOWERED  TO  THE  HORIZONTAL,  EXERT  A 
pressure  to  the  LEB’T  on  the  TRIGG3]IR  and  WILL  TAKE  AN  APPRECIABLE  PART  OF  THE 
WEIGHT  OF  THE  BARREL  OEF  THE  SECOND  FINGER.  The  amount  of  pressure  to  the 
left  should  be  such  that  if  the  thumb  and  the  lower  fingers  are  allowed  to  swing 
free,  the  trigger  finger,  by  its  pressure  to  the  left,  \7ill  hold  the  stock 
lightly  against  the  palm  and  prevent  it  from  slipping  out  of  the  palm, 

THE  TENJMB,  C^JffiiED  HIGH, 'SHOULD  BE  EXTENDED"  IN  LINS  WITH  THE  BARREL;  IT 
SHOULD  PRESS  TO  THE  RIGHT  WITH  TH.E  SAME  PRESSURE  EXERTED  TO  THE  LEFT  BY  TliE 
TRIGGER  FINGER.  In  practice,  the  thumb  is  usually  extended  along  the  top  of  the 
frame,  lightly  touching  the  left  side  of  the  hammer, 

^e  loyer  fingers  should  be  wra^jped  loosely  around  the  stock,  their  only 
funcbion  being,  by  a li^t  inward  pressure  of  the  finger  tips,  to  help  keep  the 
grip  from  slipping  out  of  the  palm.  Unintentional  ti^tening  of  the  lower  fin- 
gers, it  may  be  added,  invariably  cause  erratic  shooting. 

Canada,  who  in  1930  tied  the  ^American  record  of  530  out 
or.  600  in. Match  I j shoots  with  his  lower  fingers  completely  free  of  the  stock,  to 
n^e- sure  .that  he  does  not  unintentionally  tighten  them.  It  is,  however, believed 
better  practice' to  wrap  them  loosely  around  the  stock, 

^In  applying  these  rules,  as  in  applying  those  of  position,  strive  for  uni- 
f oimity. ^ It  has  oeen  erroneously  inferred  from  the  excellent  spark  photographs 
of  Captain  Quayle  that  tension  of  grip  lias  little  effect  on  the  recoil  of  a 
pistol,  Hiat  this  inference  is  misleading  should  be  apparent  from  the  fact  tliat 
a perce-ptible^  change  in  the  u.pv/ard  Izick  of  the  muzzle,  due  to  tightened  grip,  is 
present  even  in  the  photogra.phs,  end  from  the  fact  that  an  irax^erceptible  change 
would  make  an  enormous  difference  in  the  location  of  the  shot.  That  any  change 
in  the  position  or  tension  of  the  various  parts  of  the  hand  will  affect  the  loca- 
tion of  the  shot,  even  with  the  same  a-piiarent  aim,  no  one  who  has  done  target 
work  will  doubt. 

In  striving  for  uniformity,  notice  which  -parts  of  your  hand  the  various 

-266-  V-6162,  A.C, 


parts  of  the  gun  come  in  contact  \dth.  For  9X^;tnple , note  which  part  of  your 
trigger  finger  the  trigger  strikes  when  the  gun  is  gripxDed  correctly.  It  doesn’t 
matter  in  the  least  which  part  of  yo\ir  trigger  finger  it  is  that  meets  the  trig- 
ger,  as  long  as  you  follow  the  rules  given  in  the  preceding  discussion;  in  fact, 
you  will  use  different  parts  of  your  trigger  finger  later  on  different  makes  of 
pistols;  hut  if  you  know  which  part  . it  is  for  the  gun  you  are  working  on,  you  ' 
will  more  readily  obtain  a uniform  grip,  Fressure  exerted  by  various  parts  of 
the  hand  during  the  trigger  scp-eese  v/ill  be  discussed  in  the  next  article, 

AERIAL  PKOTOGBAPHIC  ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  FIFTH  PHOTO  SECTIOH 

The  5th  Photo  Section,  stationed  at  Scott  Field,  111.,  recently  completed 
photographing  an  area  of  240  s.euare  mHes  in  the  vicinity  of  Chicago,  lli.; 

Gary,  Indiana,  and  territory,  conti^ous  ther.eto,  known -as  the  Calumet  Area,  for 
the  District  Engineer,  1st  Chicago  District,.  Chicago,  Illi  I 

The  prints  were  laid  down  in  the  form. of  a controlled  mosaic,  copied,  aJid 
two  prints  of  each  copy  delivered  to  the  District  Engineer,  The  Section  is  now 
at  T/ork  completing  two  mosaics  of  this  area,  one  mounted  on  vehisote  board  and 
one  on  beaver  board. 

In  addition  to  the  mosaics,  oblicfue  photographs  were  made  of  industries  on 
the  banks  of  the  Little  Calumet  River,  the  Grand  Calumet  River  and  the  Sag  Canal, 
all  of  v/hich  overlap,  giving  a general  idea  of  the  possibility  of  desirable  lo-  j 
cations  along  these  inland  waterways.  The  5th  Photo  Section  also  made  a mosaic  j 
of  Camp  Williams,  Wisconsin,  this  mosaic  being  laid  by  control  for  the  U.S. 
Engineers,  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of  Wisensin  and  the  Militia  Bureau, 
This  area,  comprising  37.70  square  miles,  was  copied  and  six  prints  of  each 
copy  were  furnished  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  and  two 
copies  of  mounted  prints  to  the  Militia  Bureau,  Washington,  D.C.  The  controlled 
mosaic  is  now  ready  for  delivery  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of 
Wisconsin, 

Lieut,  Woolard  and  Ifester  Sergeant  Rhodes  are  now  engaged  in  malting  a 
mosaic  of  territory  surrounding  and  including  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

— oOo—— 


AERIAL  GUREERY  IN  NORTHERN  MICHIGAN 


Immediately  u^Don  returning  from  the  Air  Corps  Jfeineuvers,  the  1st  Pursuit 
Group,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich, , established  the  yearly  Aerial  Gunnery  Camp  at 
Oscoda,  Mich.  According  to  the  News  Letter  Correspondent,  things  are  now  work- 
ing smoothly,  and  the  boys  are  plunking  the  rounds  into  the  bullseye  - some- 
times, Considerable  bad  weather  lias  been  experienced  so  far,  and  scores  have 
not  been  as  -phenomenal  as  are  hoped  -for  later  in  the  season.' 

The  15th  Observation  Squadron  from  Scott  Field,  111,  , has  also  been  firing 
at  Oscoda  in  conjunction  with  the  Self ridge  Field  pilots, 

— oOo- — 

GENEEAL  MacARTFJR  COMMENDS  KELLY  .FIELD  FLYERS 


General  Douglas  MacArthur,  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army,  has  added  his  com-  ■: 
mendation  to  that  of  other  high  ranking  Array  officials  to  the  Kelly  Field  organi-s! 
zations  which  took  part  in  the  recent  Air  Corps  Maneuvers.  In  a letter  received 
by  Major  Frederick  L.  Martin,  Commandant  of  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly 
Field,  General  IfecArthur  states:  ' ■ ' 

"I  desire  to  es-pecially  commend  you  and  all  officers,  cadets  and  enlisted 
men  of  your  station  who  participated  in  the  1931  Air  Corps  exercises  for  the 
hi^ly  efficient  manner  in  which  they  carried  out'  all  ..duties  assigned  to  them. 

Tie  loyal  and  prompt  cooperation  of  all  members  of  the  units  from  your  sta- 
tion in  the  maintenance  of  ground  and  air  disci-pline  contributed  greatly  to  the 
establishment  of  a record  for  safe  o-peration  of  sudi  a large  number  of  aircraft 
which,  I predict,  wil,l  never  be  sur-passed. 

The  efficient  manner  in  -which  the  organization  from  the  Advanced  Flying 
School  conducted  themselves  and  the  high  state  of  training  and  morale  "exhibited 
was  gratifying  and  justifies  the  maintenance  of  the  present' 'standai^ds  at  the  Air  !' 
Gorps^  Training  Center. '»  i 

Letters,  substantially  as  above,  were  sent  by  General  MacArthur  to  all 
Air  Corps  organizations  participating  in  the  Maneuvers.  i 
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GRADUATION  OF  ENGINEERING  SCHOOL  STUDENTS 

Conmiencement  exercises  for  student  officers’  of  the  Air  Corps  Engineering 
School,  Wright  Field,  were  held  in  the  AD.ditoriura  at-’  11:30  a.m.  on  June  30th, 
with  Wri^t  Field  officers,  civilian  employees,  families  of  graduating  officers 
and  guests  in  attendance.  On  the  platform,  besides  the  student  officers,  were 
seated  Brigadier- General  H.C.  Pratt,  Chief  of  the  Materiel  Division  and  Comman- 
dant of  the  School;  fejor-General  Dennis  E.  Nolan,  Commanding  General  of  the 
Fifth  Corps  Area;  Ifejor-General  Frank  Parker,  Commanding  General  of  the  Sixth 
Corps  Area;  and  members  of  the  Academic  Board,  consisting  Of  Majors  C.f . Howard, 
Chief  of  Engineering;  0.  P,  Echols,  Chief  of  Procurement; , F .H.  Coleman,  Chief  of 
Field  Service  Section;  and  Captain  Grandison  Gardner,  Assistant  Commandant  of 
the  School, 

General  Pratt,  who  presided,  made  the  opening  address  and  thanked  the 
students  and  all  the  Division  for  the  success  of  the  School.  He  introduced 
General  Parker,  who  made  the  address  of  the  day,  speaking  of  the  great  need  of 
cooperation  between  the  different  branches  of  the  Array,  such  as  the  Infantry, 
Cavalry,  Air  Corps,’  etc.,  so  that  in  time  of  emergency  each  might  have  a proper 
knowledge  and  respect  for  the  duties  of  the  others. 

General  Nolan  presented  the  diplomas  to  the  graduates.  L’uncheon  Was  served 
after  the  close  of  the  exercises  for  the  graduates,  their  v/ives,  the'  visiting 
generals  and  the  Academic  Board. 

The  graduating  officers  were  Captains  Leland  C.  Hurd,  M.E.  McHugo,  0.0. 
Niergarth,  Lieuts.  H.K.  Baisley,  B.W.  Chidlaw,  A.R.  Crawford,  J.L.  Davidson, 
Courtland  Johnson,  E.C.  langmead,  R.J,  Minty,  E.M.  Powers,  C*  S.  Thorpe,  R.L. 
Williamson,  K.B.  Wolfe,  F.E.  Glantsberg  and  C.A.  Ross, 

— .oOo 


LUKE  FIELD  PERSONNEL  ENGAGE  IN  TACTICAL  PROBLEMS 

The  Fifth 'Composite  Group,  stationed  at  Luke  Field,  T.H. , recently  sent  a 
fli^t  of  ei^t  Bombers,  six  0^19 *s  and  two  Sikorsky  amphibian  planes  to  the 
Island  of  Kauai  on  a tactical  training  mission. 

On  the  return  of  the  above  flight  to  Luke  Field  two  days  later,  their  prob- 
lem was  to  at tads  the  air  forces  at  Wheeler  Field.  The  remaining  aircraft  of 
the  4th,  50th  and  72nd  Squadrons  at  Luke  Field  formed  an  observation  screen 
around  the  Island  of  Oahu,  the  problem  being  to  intercept  the  enemy  and  give  out 
their  positions  to  Wheeler  Field  through  the  medium  of  radio.  The  weather 
favored  the  attacking  forces  and  they  approached  the  Island  of  Oahu  unobserved, 
appearing  suddenly  from  the  clouds  and  staging  a surprise  attack  against  Wlieeler 
Field,  All  the  Wheeler  Field  planes  were  on  the  airdrome  when  the  '‘enemy" 
appeared,  but  the  18th  Pursuit  Group  were  able  to  clear  the  airdrome  and  esca-pe 
the  bombardment,  getting  off  in  less  than  a minute  and  a half  after  the  alam 
was  sounded,  Ihe  26th  Attack  Squadron,  however,  were  not  able  to  clear  and 
would  have  incurred  severe  losses, 

A similar  problem  was  repeated  nearly  three  weeks  later,  the  enemy  being 
represented  by  eighteen  pursuit,  nine  Attack,  four  LB-6  and  four  Observation 
planes.  These  planes  simulated  an  attack  on  the  Island  of  Oahu  from  the  Island 
of  Jfeui.  This  time  the  defense  was  more  successful.  The  enemy  was  sighted  be- 
fore he  reached  the  raid-channel,  despite  low  visibility,  and  radio  messages  of 
the  presence’ and  position  of  the  enemy  were  in  Headcruarters  long  before  the 
attacking  force  reached  the  Island  of  Oahu. 

- — oOo 

^le  Detroit  Board  of  Commerce  extended  a welcome  to  the  officers  of  the  1st 
Pursuit  Group  on  the  return  from  the  Maneuvers  by  giving  a banquet  on  Saturday, 
June  17th,  at  the  Detroit  Athletic  Club,  all  officers  of  Self ridge  Field  attend- 
ing, A new  wrinkle,  shown  for  the  first  time  at  a dinner  of  this  sort  and  with 
very  gratifying  results,  proceeded  as  follows;  Every  time  a speaker  would  get 
up  to  make  an  oratorical  effort,  the  entertainer  seated  close  hy  for  this  par- 
ticular purpose  would  burst  forth  with  a blare  of  msic,  song  and  dance  and  drown 
out  the  would  be  speaker.  This  system  worked  out  very  satisfactorily  - at  any 
rate  to  all  the  listeners  , and  the  News  Letter  Correspondent  strongly  recommends 
it  for  any  future  banquets  to  reduce  the  Hot  Air  Flow  around,  past  and  through 
long  suffering  Air  Corrjs  sx^are  parts  ("oilots). 
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R4DI0  JOraiUGS 


Daring  the  month  of  June,  Lieut s.  Griffith  and 
Jacobs,  of  the  1st  Parsuit  Group,  Selfridge  Field, 

Mich,,  spent  a week  at  Caiiiden,  IT.J.,  for  the  purpose 
of  experimenting  with  various  types  of  radio  installa- 
tion at  the  R.C.A.  - Victor  works.  Mach  interest  was 
sho\m  by  the  engineers  of  the  above  organization  in 
the  problems  surrounding  the  installation  of  radio  in 
Parsuit  planes,  Ihe  set  used  was  an  ultra-short  wave 
type  (4-|-  to  7 meters),  and  ex-oeriments  were  made  with 
V^driduS'  t^pes  of  antenna  and  locations  for  the  set.  The  dream  of  all  Parsuit 
pilots  who  are  interested  in  radio  is  the  millennium  when  a complete  transmitting 
and  broadcasting  set  will  be  built  which  can  be  fitted  in  the  watch  pocket 'and  ' 
will  always  work.  According  to  the  lads  who  Imow,  that  time  may  not  be  so  far  ' 
off  either,  , 

Lieut,  Lowry  has  just  returned  from  the  Commvni cations  School  at  Chanutb 
Field  and  has  taken  over  the  diities  of  Group  Communications 'Officer. 

oOo 

Brigadier  General  Benjami^n  D.  Foulois,  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,.'"' 
in  a recent  communication  to  Mr.  Hiram  Percy  Maxim,  President  of  the  American  ; . 
Radio  Relay  League,  expressed  his  appreciation  of  the  assistance  rendered  by  ■ ' • 
this  organization  in  maintain  cbmraani cation  while  the  1st  Provisional  Air 
Division  was  in  the  Hew.  Wngland  Area  during  the  course  of  the  Air  Corxos 
IvJaneuvers.  In  this  communication.  General  Foulois  quoted  from  a report  made 
to  him  by  the  Division  Signal  Officer  concerning  the  work  of  the  members  of  the 
Leagi'.e,  viz:  . v; 


"Since  the  War  De-partraeht  system  does  not  include  radio  stations  at  Hartford, 
Springfield,  Boston  and  Albany,  the .Signal  Officer  of  the  1st  Corps  Area  arranged 
for  a high  frequ.ency^ amateur  radio  net  between  these  points.  Ihe  personnel  (mem- 
bers of  the  A.R.R.L. ) at  those  -places  volunteered  for  this  duty.  They  were  on 
duty  when  the  Division  arrived  and  naintained  a twenty-four  hour  schedule  for  the 
full  -period  of  the.  maneuvers  in  this  Corps  Area.  The  radio  service  was  excellent 
thruout.  Ilhey  became  a -part  of  the  Division  Communications  System  and  functioned 
perfectly  from  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  Division.  Particular  notice  should 
be  taken  of  this  factor.  It  shows  that  the  A.R.R.L.  forms  a tremendous  radio 
reserve  for  emergency  use, " 

Mr,  Maxim,  in  reply,  .stated  that  it  was  gratifying  to  know  that  the  work 
of  the  League  was  of  some  help,  "We  amateurs,"  he  stated,  "delict  in  an  o'pvor- 
tunity  ,f 0.  supply  communication  in  emergencies,  and  the  recent  maneuvers  partook 
of  an  emergency  at  least  in  so  far  as  training  is  concerned." 


oOo 


PLAHE  BURRS.  IH  THE  AIR 

While  stalled  at  the  to-p  of  a loop,  an  0-25  airplane,  piloted  by  Lieut.  L.H, 
Douthit  at  Chanute  Field,  Rantou.1,  111.,  burst  into  flames  when  the  engine  back- 
fired thru  the  carburetor,  blowing  burning  gasoline  over  the  t)ilot,  ipassenger  and 
fuselage  of  the  ship.  Just  as  the  occunants  prepared  to  leap  from  the  burning 
'xDlane,  the  air  blast  from  the  -propeller  wash  blew  the  fire  out.  Taking  advantage 
of  the  unex-pected  change,  Lieut.  Douthit,  although  barely  able  to  use  his  badly 
burned  hands  and  feet,  climbed  back  into  the  cockpit  and  piloted  the  -plane  back: 
to  Chanute  Field,  landing  safely  with  his  -passenger,  Private  M.B.  Sikes.  They 
were  immediately  rushed  to  the  Post  Hospital  where  they  were  treated  for  ugly 
burns  about  the  face,  hands  and  feet. 

Lieut.  Dothit  had  been  at  Chanute.  Field  only  two  days,  having  reported  from 
Brooks  Field  as  a student  in  the  %intenance  Engineering  Class  at  the  Air  Corjps 
Technical  School. 

— -oOo — - 


All  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  Air  Corps  in  the  Hawaiian  De-partment 
are  to  undergo  tests  to  ascertain  their  ]proficiency  in  swimming.  Due  to  the  fact 
that  the  majority  of  flying  operations  are  conducted  over  water,  station  command- 
ers have  been  instructed  to  require  all  flying  personnel  to  be  iproficient  in 
swimming,  "This  is  no  disparagement  of  our  equi-pment  which  is  good  and  de-pend- 
able,"  says  the  Hews  Letter  Corres-oondent , "but  merely  an  additional  safety  factor, 
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WAR  Dli>ARTI«'T  OHBSRS  APS’ECTIHG  MR  CORPS  OPPICERS 

CHAKG-ES.  QE  SMI  PIT;  To  Air  Coi-tqs  Tactical  School , UbxmqII  Pleld,  .Ala^.x  1st 
Lieut,  CaleL  V.  Kaynes,  Instr.  Washington  National  Guard,  Snokane,  Wash.;  Capt. 
Guy  H.  Gale,  Mitchel  Field;  Capt.  Edward  W.  Raley,  Brooks  Field;  1st  Lieut, James 
E.  Adams,  Langley  Field;  1st  Lieut.  George  C.  McDonald,  Langley  Field  (for  duty 
on  Staff  and  Faculty ). 

To  Air  Corps  Training  Center.  Duncan  Field.  Texas;.  Captain  Thomas  R.  Voss, 
Chanute  Field;  2nd  Lieut.  John  G.  Fowl.er,  Scott  Field;  1st  Lieut.  Petal  H. 

Prentiss,  2nd  Lieut.  Itok  K.  Lewis, Jr.,  Mitchel  Field;  2nd  Lieuts,  Herbert  L. 
Grills,  William  L.  Lee,  William  H.  Maverick  and  Hugh  A.  Parker,  Fort  Crockett; 
Dudley  D.  Hs-le  and  Edwin  L.  Tucker,  Langley  Field;  William  ;M.  Morgan,  Ralph  C. 
Rhudy  and  Edward  H,  Underhill,  Self ridge  Field,  ■ , 

■ To ; March  Field.  Calif. ; 2nd  Lieuts.  Samuel  R.  Brentnall,  John  P.  Ken:^,  Wm. 
H.  Tanner  and  Lloyd  H.  Watnee,  Rodcwell  Field;  Trehholra  J.  Meyer,  Crissy  Field. 

To  Langley  Field.  Va.  Captain  Lester  T.  Miller  (Previous  orders  in  his  case 
revoked); 

To  Chanute  Field.  Ill, ; 1st  Lieut.  Courtland  M.  Brown  (orders  assigning  him 
to  Scott  Field  revoked);  2nd  Lieut.  Morley  F.  Slaght,  Self ridge  Field  (for  duty 
as  student,  Aircraft  Armament  Course  at  Teclinical  School);  2nd  Lieut.  Arthur  F. 
Merewether,  Mitchel  Field  (for  duty  as  student.  Maintenance  Engineering  Course). 

To  Rockwell  Field.  Calif. ; Captain  H.M.'  McClelland,  Office  of  the  Chief  of 
the  Air  Corps. 

To  Hawaiian  De-oar tment,  sailing  about  Oct . 14th:  1st  Lieuts.  Robert  C. 
Oliver,  Kelly  Field;  Charles  G.  Brenneraan,  Ma^rch  Field. 

To  Baltimore,  Md.  ♦ Capt.  Richard  H.  Ballard,  from  duty  as  student , Command 
and  General  Staff  School,  Ft,  Leavenworth,  as  Air  Officer,  3rd  Corps  Area. 

To  Fort  Braftg-,  H.C.;  1st  Lieut.  John  G.  Salsman,  Primary  Flying  School, 

March  Field,  to  2nd  Balloon  Coim.Dany. 

To  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corns;  1st  Lieut.  Edward  E.  Hildreth, 
University  of  Illinois,  Urbana,  111. 

To  Primary  Flying  School , Brooks  Field.  Tex.;  Capt.  Warner  B.  Gates,  San 
Antonio  Air  Depot,  for  duty  as  student;  Captain  Wm.  B.  Mayer,  Fort  Houston. 

To  Cambridge,  Mass.  , for  duty  as  students  at  l^iassacliusetts  Institute^ of 
Technology:  2nd  Lieuts.  Alfred  A.  Kessler,  Jr.,  Wright  Field;  Carl  F.  Theisen, 
Selfridge  Field. 

To  Primary  Flying  School.  March  Field.  Calif.;  2nd  Lieut.  Tom  W.  Scott, 
Rockwell  Field. 

DETAILED  TO  THE  AIR  CORPS,  and  to  Primary  Flying  School,  Brooks  Field,  for 
training:  Major  Oscar  W.  Griswold,  Infantry  (General  Staff). 

RIKilEVED  FROM  DETAIL  TO  THE  AIR  CORPS:  2nd  Lieut.  Robert  H.  Booth  to  Field 
Artillery,  2nd  Div.  ,■■  Fort  Sarn  Houston,  Texas. 

PROMOTIONS ; To  Major;  Cautain  Cha.rles  T.  Phillips,  rank  July  1,  1931; 

To  Captain;  1st  Lieuts.  Merrill  .D.  Ivlann,  Albert  C.  Foulk,.  Edward  V.  Harbeck,  Jr.  , 
rank  from  July  1,  1931;  Edward  E..  Hildreth,  rank  from  July  5,.  1931;  Tp...lst. 

Lieut » ; 2nd  Lieutsi  Milton  M.  I.'Iailphy,  rank  June  24th;  James  G.  Pratt,  June  21st; 
Lee  Q.  Wasser,  June  28th;  Otto  Wienecke,  June  30th;  Benj.  T.  Starkey,  July  1st; 
Franlc  G,  Irvin,  July  4th;  George  V.,^Hollom^i;,' July  5th. 

oOo — - 

AIR  CORPS  ENLISTED  MEN  RECEIVE  SOLDIER'S  MEDAL 

Privates  Jolm  B.  Smith  and  Herbert  E.  Thompson,  members  of  the  90th  Attack 
Squadron,  Third  Attack  Group,  Fort  Crockett,  Texas,  were  on  July  1st  presented 
with  the  Soldier’s  Medal  by  Major  DavenqDort  Johnson,  while  the  entire  Group,  as- 
sembled on  tile  parade  ground  for  the  occasion,  stood  at  attention.  After  the 
I presentation,  the  Grou-p  passed  in  review  before  I'lajor  Johnson;  his  aide,  Lieut. 

|j  D.W.  Jenkins,  and  Privates  Smith  and  Thompson. 

‘ The  honors  conferred  on  these  men  came  as  the  result  of  their  heroism  on 

the  morning  of  January  27,  1931,  when  they  res  cued  "Lieut.  Charles  W.  Causey,  Jr., 
from  his  burning  airplaue. 

; The  details  incident  to  the  heroic  conduct  of  these  two  enlisted  men  were 

I i?ublished  in  a previous  issue  of  the  News  Letter. 

Lieut,  Causey,  pilot  of  the  plane,  suffered  m.inor  injuries.  Lieut .Skel don, 
passenger,  wa,S' 'throv/n  some  distance  from  the  plane  when  it  crashed,  and^suiierea 
severe  injuries.  He  is  at  present  with  his  parents  in  Toledo,  0.,  but  is  expect- 
, ed  to  return  to  the  Fort  Sara  Houston  Hosuital  for  further  observation  and  treat- 
ment , 


ammAL  poulois  selected  as  eeixt  aie  cobps  chief  ' 

The  recent  accouncement  bv  the  War  Department  of  the  appointment  of 
Brigadier- General  Benjamin  D.  Foulois  as  Chief  of-  the  Air  Corps,  V7ith  the-  rank- 
of  Majors-General , to  take  effect  December  20th  next,  upon  the  expiration  ef  j 

the  four-year  tenure  of  that  office  by  -Ivlaj or- General  James  E.  Fechet,  uas  re-  ■ , 

ceived  with  gratification  by  Air  Cores  personnel.  It  is  fitting  that  this  " ,1 

pioneer  Army  aviator  should  be  honored  \7ith  the  highest  office  existent  in  the  ' 
branch  of  the  service  with  which  he  leas  been  so  long  affiliated. 

The  dis-tingaished  service  of  General  Foulois  is  well  known  to  Air  Corps 
personnel  in  general.  Born  at  Washington  Depot,  Connecticut,  on  December  9, 

1879,  the  Amy's  first  aviator  enlisted  in  the  Volunteer  forces-  and  served  as 
a noncommissioned  officer  in  the  Sioanish- American  War.  He  was  Corporal  and 
Sergeant  of  Company  G,  1st  U.S.  Engineers,  from  July  7,  1898,  to  January  25, 

1899,  and  served  through  all  grades  from  Private  to  First-  Sergeant  in  Company 
G,  19th  Infantry,  from  Jime  17,  1899,  to  July  8,  1901,;  While  serving  as  a^ 
noncommissioned  officer  against  the  Fili]pinoa,  he  was  commissioned  a 2nd  Lieut, 
of  Infantry,  February  2,  1901.  . | 

After  attendance  at  the  Army  Signal  School  at  Fort  Leavenworth  in  1906', he’  j 
served  in  Cuba  with  the  Army  of  Pacification,,  and  in  connection  with  this  duty 
. completed  an  1800- square-mile  section  of  the  Progressive  Military  Map  of  Cuba, 
which  brought  him  the  commendation  of  the  War'  Department,  Detailed  in  the 
Signal  Corps  April  30,  1908,  General  Foulois,  in' 1908,  operated  the  first 
dirigible  balloon  purchased  by  the  U.S.  ..Government,  The  following  year  he  was 
selected  to  take  flying  instruct ion= from  the  Wright  Brothers  on  the  first  plane 
owned  by  the  U.S.  Government,  -As  Observer  for  Orville  Wright,  he  participated 
in  the  first  cross-country  flight  made,  in  America.  They  traveled  ten  miles, 
averaging  42  miles' an  hour,  and  by  flying  at  an  altitude  of  600  feet  thereby 
established  three  world's  records  for  distance,  sueed  and  altitude. 

The  year  of  1910  was  spent  at  San  Antonio,  where  General  Foulois,  then  a 
1st  Lieutenant,  Sigial  Corps,  flew  Array  Airplane  Ho.  1 during  the  intervals- 
when  his  ei^t  enlisted  men  were  not  re-oairing  it  from  its  frequent  crashes. 
During  these  experimental  flights  wheels'  came  into  use,  replacing  the  .skids 
and  monorails,  and  the  safety  belt  became  standard  equipment.  The  $150*  appro- 
priated by  the  Government  for  the  development  of  aviation  was  expended  early  in 
the  year,  but  the  flights  were  continued  by  General  Foulois  spending  $300  of 
his,  modest  pay  to- meet  the  deficit,. 

Not  only  was  General  Foulois  a 'oioneer  in  avia.tion,  but  also  in  radio  in 
fli^t  operations,  for  in  1911  he  adopted  radio  to  .airqlane  uses,  receiving 
messages  up  to  18  miles.  Wliile  patrolling  the  Mexican  Border,  using  a more 
modern  plane,  he  made  a record-breaking  flight  along  the  Rio .Grande  to  Eagle 
Pass,  Texas.  • ’ 

In  the  summer  of  1912,  he  supplied  the  "eyes"  of  the  "Red".,  Forces  in  the 
Connecticut  National  Guard  Maneuvers  of  that  year  and  turned  the  tide,  in  the  . 
battle  by  a;  lucky  reconnaissance.  In  1915,  the  Aviation  Section  of ' the  Sipial 
Corps  had  grown  to  imposing  proportions,  and  the  General,  commanding' the ‘First 
Aero  Squadron,  was  .coordinating  artillery  fire  with  airplane  reconnaissance 
Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma.  ~ ’ 

Airplanes  were  beginning  to  be  talien  seriously  when  General  Foulois  moved 
his  corama-nd  by  air  from  Fort  Sill  to  their  new  station  at  San  Antonio.  The 
ei^it  airplanes  covered  550  miles  in  five  days  without  accident  or  delay. 

Still  commanding  the  First  Aero  Squadron,  he  joined  the  Mexican  Punitive  Expedi- 
tion^ \7ith  his  organization  in  March,  1916,  often  serving  as  personal  airplane 
courier  for  General  Jolm  J..  Pershing.  In  spite  of  unsuitable  equipment,  avia- 
tion proved  its.  worth  in  actual  field  service,  and  General  Pershing  gave  it  a 
great  impetus  in  military  circles  by  remarking  that  during  the  operations  in 
Mexico ^one  airplane  had  been  worth  a regiment  of  Cavalry  to  him. 

After  drawing  up  the  plans  of  organization  for  the  Air  Service  at  the  ■ 
beginning  of  the  World  War  and  drafting  the  first  a-opropriation  bills,  he  sailed 
for ^France  as  Chief  of . Air' Service  of  the  A.E.F.  and  with  a small  detacbment  of 
officers  and  enlisted  men  laid  the  grouind-work  for  the  A.E.F,  Air  Service.  In 
1918  he  personally  led  the  first  all  American  Squadron  of  American  planes  and 
American  pilots  over  the  German  lines. 

In  March,  1918,  General,  Foulois  became  Chief  of  Air  Service  of  the  First 
Army,  A.E.F.,  and  was  on  duty  at  the  Front,  He  served  on  numerous  commissions, 
including  the  Supreme  War  Council.  In  addition  to  being  cited  for  "Extraordi- 
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nary  Meritorious  and  Cons;picaous  Service  with  the  Air  Service,  he  was 

awarded  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal  and  was  made  Commander  in  the  French 
Legion  of  Honor,  His  Distinguished  Service  Medal  citation  follows; 

"As  Chief  of  Air  Service  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forced  during  the 
early  organization  period,  he  dis-played  great  ability  and  untiring  energy'-  in 
order  to  place  that  service  on  a fim  and  efficient  basis.  He  conducted  intri- 
cate negotiations  with  the  French  for  the  procurement  of .aircraft  material,  of 
sites  for  Air  Service  installations  and  of  schools-  of,  instruction  for  the  Air 
Service  personnel.  Similar  negotiations  were  made  by  him  with  the  English  for 
the  assembly  of  night  bombing  planes  fG.‘  our  Air  Service  and  for  instruction  of, 
our  xDersonnel  in  English  shops  and  in  EiJglish  aerodromes.  Later  he  rendered 
valuable  assistance  in  connection  with  maintenance  of  Air  Service  sejuadrons  at 
the  front,"  . - 

After  the  World  War,  General  Foulois  was  Chief  of  the  Liquidation  Division 
of  the  Air  Service  and  Director  of  Aircraft  Production  in  the  Office  of  the 
Chief  of  Air  Service,  He  served  as  Air  Attache  to  the  American  Embassy  in 
Berlin  from  1930  to  1924.  On  December  7,  1927.,  he  was  appointed  Assistant’  Chief 
of  the  Air  Corps  with  the  rank  of  jBrigadi'Cr  General®  From  December,  1927, until' 
July,  1929,  he  was  in  charge  of  the  Traiii’ing  and  Operations  Division  of  the 
Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.C.  From 
July,  1929,  to  July,  1930,  he  was  Chief  of  the  Materiel  Division  of  the  Air 
Corps,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  following  which  he  returned  to  Washington 
for  duty  as  Chief  of  the  Plans  Division,  Office  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  his 
present  -position. 

General  Foulois  is  a graduate  of  the  following  Service  Schools;' 

Infantry  andi  Cavalry  School,  Fort  Leavem-rarth,  Kansas,  1906; 

Army  Signal  School,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kaiisas,  1908; 

Command  and  General  Staff  School,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  1925, 

Last  May , General  Foulois  commanded  the  First  Provisional  Air  Division 
during  the  Manero-vers  in  the  Middle  West  and  the  East  Coast,  these  Maneuvers 
featuring  the  largest  concentration  of  Airplanes  in  the  air  in  the  history  of 
American  aviation.  - ■ ^ 

It  goes  without  saying  that  the  Air  Corps  personnel  heartily  congratulate 
General  Foulois  on  his  well  merited  'promotion  and  wish  him  every  success  as,  , . 
their  future  "Boss." 

— oOo-— 

AIR  mms  TBATl  OH  FOR  C . M . T . C . EHCAMPMEJTT 

On  June  24th,  Schoen  Field  was  the  sce'ne  of  the  first  Air  Demonstration 
for  the  benefit  of  the  C.M.T.C.  encanrpment  at  Fort  Benjamin  Harrison,  Indiana, 
which  comprises  1500  students  formed  into  a regiment ,,  ]plus  one  signal  platoon. 

Thirty-four  P-12  airplanes,  commanded  by  Major  C.E.  Brower,  with  12  ships 
from  the  17th  Pursuit  Squa.dron,  commanded  by.-Caipt,  Hoyt;  12  from  the  27th 
Pursuit  Squadron,  commanded  by  Ca-ptain  Blessley,  and  9 from  the  94th  Pursuit 
Squadron,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Johnson,  comprised  the  Self ridge  Field  represen- 
tation, supplemented,  by  two  Trans-ports  from  that  field  with  14  enlisted  men, 
piloted  by  Lieuts,  Griffith  and  McCormick. 

Wright  Field  was  represented  by  three  -planes,  an  A-»3,  piloted  by  Lieut, 
Minty,  a Tra'ns'port,  piloted  by  Lieut.  Thorpe,  and  an  0-25  (name  of  -pilot  not 
given) . Two  airplanes  (02-H)  from  Lunken  Field,  Cincinnati,  were  flown  to 
Schoen  Field  by  Major  Outcalt  and  Ca-pt,  Colgan,  while  Horton  Field,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  was  re-presented  by  Major  H.C.  Kress  Muhlenberg,  Lieuts,  A.R.  McConnell 
and^Ruj^ge,  who  piloted  02-H*s,  Captain  Calloway  came  in  from  Bowraain  Field, 
Louisville,  Ky , in  an  0$-H,  while  Ivlajor  Taylor,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  113th 
Observation  Squadron,  Indiana  Hational  Guard,  arrived  in  an  0-17  to  add  to  the 
assembly. 

The  Air  Demonstration  included  foimiation  flying,  an  attack  problem,  a.  grand 
review  and  close  formation  work  by  the  Purs'uiters.  < 

Social  activities  included  a dinner  for  the  visiting  pilots  by  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  a Dance  given  by  the  Reserve  Squa,dron  from  Schoen  Field,’ 

Colonel  H.D.  Se It on, . Commanding  Officer,  11th  Infantry,  and  Director, of  the 
C.M.T.C,  Camp,  expressed  himself  as  extremely  pleased  with  the  training  results 
obtained,  and  that  he  will  recommend  an  air  demonstration  as  a regular  part  of' 

0 C.M.T.C.  Camp  at  Fort  Benjamin  Harrison  in  all  futui'e  encampments. 
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NOTES  EHOM  AIR  CORPS  EIELDS 
' ' oOo-— ' 


Hqrs,  ISth  Cora-posite  Wing, -'A.C. , Hai:7aiian  Dept , , June  9th; 


Under  the  Five-Year  Program,  the  Pursuit  Group  at  VQieeler  Field  will  have 
two  more  Pursuit  Squadrons,  hut  it 'is  not  expected  these  will  he  added  until 
next  Spring  when  the  hdw  barracks  are  coiiipletedo 

On  Memorial  Day , 'Iv(Iay  30th,  a flight  of  tliree  0-19  airplanes  was  furnished 
to  fly  over  the  Vi/'ar  Memorial  Natatorium  for  the  purpose  of  dropping  leis  in 
memory  of  the  war  deado  : "•■■  ■' 

• Authority  was  granted  to ‘cohduct  a tactical  exercise  in  which  three  2,000 
ih,  homhs  and  six  600  Ih*  homhs  will  he  dropped.  The  purpose  of  this  exorcise 
will  he  to  familiarize  the  Bomhardmont  personnel  of  this  department  with  the 
different'  types  of  Demolition  Bomhs  and  the  effectiveness  of  same.  These  homhs 
will  he  dropped  at  a target  so  located  as  to  enable  all  officers  of  the  various 
services  in  the  Hawaiian  Department  to  witness  the  demonstration. 

The  cargo  of  they.'transport  "Kenowis".  which  arrived  in  this  department'- May 
31st  included  four  of  the  long-awaited  B->5A  'Bombers.  'These  airplanes  are  man- 
ufactured by  the'  keystone  Aircraft  .Company  for  the  Air  Corps  and  are' powered 
with  tv;p  Uright  ".Cyclone"  R-1750-E  engihes;,'  Two. more'  of  the  thirteen  B-5A’s 
scheduled  to  arrive  shortly,  will  he  assigned  to  Li^e  Field, 


Luke  Field.  T.H, 


Flying  for.  the  month  coiisisted  of  liaison  nissiOhs  with  the  Hawaiian  Divi- 
sion at  Schofield  Barracks ; aerial  gunnery,  photography,  blind  flying," formation 
flying,  cross-country  flying  and- aerial  navigation. 

Lieut,  D.D,  Fitzgerald,  who  has-  been  undergoing  treatment  at  Tripler 
General  Hospital,  returned  for  duty' and  is  on  the  road  to  full  recovery, 

Lieut,  Coates, was  placed  on  Detached  Service  at  Fort  DeRussy  to  study  the 
training  and  opercRions  of  the  Coast  Artillery,  so  as  to  ascertain  just  what 
is  required  from  the  Observer  during  aerial  spotting  of  target  practices  and 
also  how  reports  are  used  in  range  adjustment, 

1st  Lieut,  Harold  Lee  Gqorge  was  relieved  from  assigi-miont  to  the  5th  Com- 
posite Group  and  duty  as  Post  and  Group  Operations  Officer,  and  assigned  to 
duty  with  the  Headquarters  18th  Composite- TiYing,  with  station  at  Fort  Shafter, 
T.H. 


2nd  Lieut,  F.  Edgar  Cheatle  was  relieved  from  assignment  to  the  72nd  Bom- 
bardment Squadron  and  assigned  to  duty  with  5th  Composite  Group  Headquarters  i 
as  Post  and  Group  Operations  Officer  and  Information  Officer,  i 

Organization  Day  was  celebrated  on  May,  19th  by  the. entire  Group, "and  a hol- 
iday was  declared  for  the  Post,  A "HOT"  Field  Moot  and  Baseball  game. took  place  i 
in  the  morning.  The  Field  Meet  ended  in  the  usual  tie  for  first  place.  This 
year  the  tie  ???  was  between  the  72nd  and  the  4th  Squadrons,  As  usual,  the 
Sq-uadron  Commanders  were  ca.lled  upon  to  run  a race  to  break  the  tie,  Lieut, 
Ramsay,  Squadron  Ccrxiandor  of  the  72nd,,  was  favored  to  win  before  the-  race,  but, 
with  the  crack  of  the  pistol,  Lieut,  Gilbert,  Squadron  Cor.-imander  of  tile  4th, 

took  off  like  a D H with  two  motors,  proving  you  Cewn't  tell  how  fast  -a ."Squadron  | 

Comm.andcr  can  run  by  looking  at  him.  By  virtue  of  his  victory,,  the  Gold  G.I.  i 

Can,  with  the  Group  insignia,  once  more  nestles  on  top  of  the  piano  in  the  4th  '' 

Squadron's  Day  Room  for  the  second  consecutive  year.  In.  the  baseball  game  be-  | 

tween  the  Post  Team  and  a team  made  up  of  First  Sergeants  and  the  two  senior 
NCO's  of  each  Squadron,  the  NCO  team  won,  with  the  help  of  the  umpires  - Major 
Kirby  and  .Chaplann  Rinard,.  Som.c  of  the  decisions  made  did  not  seem  to  bo  in  the 
rule-book,  approved  by  .John  McGraw,  but  they  . put  lots  of  pep  in  the  game.  The 
Post  Team  V7as  saved  from  the  worst  defeat  of  the  season  by  a bugler  so-unding  re- 
call, or  \?as'it  "Fire  Call"? 

During  the  past  month,  the  Photo  Section  was  busy  making  prints  and  copies  Ij 
of  photographs  to  biased  in  the  histories  of  various  Air  Corps  Units  in  the  II 

Hawaiian  Department,  ,, 

Lieut,  Rawlings  and  Tech.Sgt,  Stoite  accompanied  the' 5th  Composite  Group 
with  their  photo  ship  on  an  Inter-Island  flight  to  the  Island  of  Ka-uai,  New 
pictures  of  all  landing  fields  on  Kauai  and  Niihau,  as  well  as  harbor  and  light- 
house^ pictures,  were  obtained.  Pvt,  J.  Goode  took  the  Akeley  came.?*a  in  the  nose 
of  a bomber  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  get  some  good  movies  of  the  trip.  These  j" 
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liavG  1)0011  forwardod  to  tho  Cliief  of  tlio  Air  Corps, 

V/heeler  Field,  T.H,;  .-.•■ri...  ^ 

On  May  2nd  - 4th,  the  75th  Squadron  furnished  'a  Sikorsky  Atophihian  as  es- 
cort plane  to  Kauai,  participating  in  tactical  exercises  ..with  the  Fifth  Compos- 
ite Group,  Lieut>  Loutzenheiser  piloted  the  .plane,  with  Pvts,  Pranks  as  Crew 
Chief,  aid  Chilton  as  Radio  Operator.,  As  the  motors  of  all  the  ships  were  per- 
forming in  the  manner  guaranteed  hy  the  manufacturer,,  there  was  no  opportunity 
for  the  crew  to  distinguish  themselves  hy  rescue  work, 

A Group  Review  held  on  May  14th  in  honor  of  Maj,  C.H.  Wash,  tho  departing 
Group  Commander,  and  was  witnessed  hy  Major-General  B.H,  Wells,  Commanding 
Schofield  Barracks,  together  with  members  of  his  Staff.  Excellent  formation 
acrobatics  were  performed,  hy  Lieuts,  Vandenhurg,  Prindle  and'  Grus sender f,  6th 
Squadron,  while  a PW  was  handled  in  an  exceptionally  graceful  manner  by  Lieut, 
Bentley  of  the  l‘9th  Squadron,  As  a last  gesture  to  Major  Wash,  an  "Aloha"  was 
flown  at  his  departure  on  the  Array  transport  "Camhrai",  The  Major  carried  with 
him  as  a departing  gift  the  most  beautiful  set  of  gold  irons  ever  seen  in  these 
parts,  comfortably  nestled  in  one  of  those  golf  bags  which  requires  two  caddies 
and  a litter  to  tote  around.  It  is  -hoped  the  new  clubs  will  not  add  too  many 
strokes  to  his  game. 

Station  Repair  Unit , Lnke  Field,  ToH,;  The  Engine  Repair  Section  overhaul 
ed  a total  of  nine  engines  during  the  period  from  April  25th  to  May  25th, 

Mr,  Dekl'e,  Civilia.n  employee,  the  new  Foreman  of  the  Engine  Repair  Section, 
recently  returned  from  a SO-day  leave,  Mr.  and,  Mrs.  Dekle  are  -building  a new 
home  in  Honolulu  and  Mr,  Bekle  spent  most  of,  his  leave  at , the  new  "Horaeslte", 

He  was  appointed  foreman,  relieving  Mr .Sgt'.,  Harry  P.  'Carmean,  who  returned ’to 
the  mainland  on  June  9th  transport.  Best  wishes  and  the  "Aloha"  of,  the  entire 
Station  Repair  Unit  goes  to  Sgt.  Carmean, 

The  Aero  Repair'  Section  must  not  be  overlooked.  During  the  month  of  May, 
this  Department  completed  major  overhauls  on  five  P-12B  airplanes,  and  miner 
overhauls  on  two  A-3B  airplanes.  They  are  also  working  hard  to  complete,  a 
major  overhaul  on  an  LB-6  Bomber  which  \ms  damaged  in  a recent  landing. 

The  woodworking  Department  is  being  kept  pretty  busy  building  an  office 
for  the  Hawaiian  Air  Depot,  which  is  moving  to  Luke  Field,  They  also  accom-  • 
plished  the  building  of  a new  propeller  test  roomi  the  remodeling  of  the  old 
seaplane  hangar,  and  the  building  of  engine  stands  for  the  storage  of  air  and  ' 
water-cooled  motors, 

Tlie  other  shops,  namely:  Wire,  propeller,  wing,  tire  and  landing  gear, 
are  being  kept  busy  accomplishing  the  overhaul  schedule  every  month,  ' ' ' 

During  the  month  of  May,  the  Final  Assembly  assembled  and  delivered  twenty 
new  airplanes,  completed  four  major  overhauls  and  2 minor  overhauls,  making  a 
total  of  26  airplanes  delivered  during  the  month. 

The  2 0-19C  airplanes,  assigned  to  the  18th  Composite  Wing  Headquarters, 
which  are  being  maintained  by  the  Final  Assembly,  accompanied  the  Inter-Island 
flight  to  Maui,  Lieut. -Col,  Bra-iit  was  the  pilot  of  one  and  Lieut,  McCoy  piloted 
the  other,  ' ‘ ■ 

The  personnel  of  the  Machine  Shop,  under  Sgt,  Carl  A,  Helsonj" - the  Sheet 
Metal  Shop,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr,  Harris*,  and  Welding  Shop,  under  Sgt, 
Klifoth,  have,  in  the  past  month,  completed  approximately  100  orders  and  about  • 
200  small  jobs  on  instruction  slips.  Efficiency  plus. 

There  is  now  under  construction  in  the  Engl-no,  Storage  Department,  an  over- 
head mono-rail  system.  This  work  is  under  the  supervision  of  Mr,  C,  Ching, 
Civilian  employee. 

Third  Attack  Group,  Ft, Crockett , Texas , July  7th;  ... 

After  an  absence  of,  17  yrs.  Brig, -Gen,  Benjamin  D,  FoifLois,  visited  Ft, 
Crockett  and  the  3rd  Attack  Group,  June  20th  and  21st,  'His  visit  was  ah  in- 
form.al  one  and  did  not  include  any  inspections. 

The  Group  received  four  DH' s for  use  in  adrial  gunnery  in  towing  targets. 
They  will  be  in  use  while  the  Coast  Artillery  Reserve  officers  are  in  training  ■ 
at  F'c , Crockett, 

Lieut, -Col,  John  H,  Jouett,  former  Group  Commiander,  arrived  at  Ft, Crockett 
for  a fifteen-day  tour  of  active  duty  with  the  Group,  Many  old  friends  are 
welcoming  the  Colonel  to  Galveston, 
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The  standing  of  the  teams  in  the  second  half  of  the  Post  Intor-Sqnadron 
Baseball  League  is  as  follows; 


Team 

Won 

Lost 

Pets. 

90th  Squadron 

3 

1 

.750 

60th  " 

2 

2 

.500 

13th  " 

:2 

2 

.500 

8 th  " 

1 

3 

,250 

In  their  last  few  games  the  90th  Squadron  has  shown  more  hitting  power 
than  they  have  all  season*  There  are  only  ten  more  games  to  he  played,  and  the 
13th  Squadron  still  has  a chance  to  cop  the  second  half  and  clinch  tho  cup 
without  any  playoff  series* 


Bolling  Field,  D.C«.  July  10th; 


The  Bolling  Pield  golf  team,  augmented  hy  Capts,  Adler  and  Elmendorf  of 
the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  journeyed  up  to  Middleto\m  during  the 
last  v/eek  of  June  and  took  the  short  end  of  an  18-hole  match.  The  other  mem- 
bers of  the  team  were  Maj.  Davidson,  Capt,  Bayley  and  Lieut,  Merrick  of  Bolling, 
Major  Houghton  vs  Maj.  Davidson  - Maj,  Houghton  won  6 up, 

Lt, McGregor  vs  Capt,  Elmendorf-  Capt,  Elmendorf  won  3 up. 

War, Off,  Hewitt  vs  Capt,  Bayley  - \7af«0ffft  Hswitt  won  7 up, 

Capt,  Estabrook  vs  Capt,  Adler  - Capt,  Adler  won  2 up. 

Dr,  Blecher  vs  Lt,  Merrick  - Dr,  Blocher  won  4 up. 

Tile  Bolling  team  flew  up  in  "Sumnner  forma,tion'’  ("Summer"  here  and  "summer" 
there)  to  Middletown,  were  tendered  a luncheon  and  spent  a most  enjoyable  after- 
noon, although  they  did  lose  3 to  2,  Bolling  expects  to  have  the  Middletown 
team  down  here  during  the  week  of  July  13th  and  the  match  is  scheduled  to  be 
played  at  the  Army  and  ITavy  Country  Club,  We  are  looking  forward  to  quite  an 
interesting  match,  as  the-  players  of  Bolling  have  been  seen  putting  in  quite 
a bit  of  needed  practice  here  of  late, 

LieutSo  Stranatlian  and  Giovannoli  just  returned  from  the  West  Coast,  fer- 
rying two  BT-2B  airplanes  from  Rockwell  Field, 

On  July  9th,  the  famous  Langley  Field  "rubber  cow",TC-ll,  wandered  across 
the  fair  pastures  of  Bolling  Field,  being  piloted  by  Lieut,  Schively,  and  ar- 
rived at  8:40  A,M.  The  purpose  of  the  mission  was  to  take  pictures. 


Nichols  Field.  Rizal.  P.I,.  May  28th; 


The  28th  Bombardment  Squadron  and  the  2nd  Observation  Squadron  swapped  j 

hangar  space  this  month  with  the  idea  of  giving  the  Bombardment  more  room  on  ; 
the  flying  line.  Considerable  dissatisfaction  was  felt  at  first  with  the  other 
fellov;‘s  house,  but  now  everybody  seems  to  be  happy*  ' i 

The  old  discrepancy  between  the  number  of  airplanes  and  the  number  of  pi-  ! 
lots  was  reversed  here  lately,  \Tith  officers  on  leave  and  on  detached  service 
during  the  hot  season  arid  new - airplanes  arriving  at  the  rate  of  about  eight  a j 
month,  we  have  temporarily  an  almost  unknown  condition  of  more  planes  than  pi- 
lotSo'  When  ■'everybody  comes  *back  to  work,  however,  all  the  planes  will  have  ^ 

plenty  of -customers.  New  equipment  is  a big  incentive  to  work  and  all  three 
units  here  now  have  it,  ■ ! 

Tv;o  Sikorsky  Amphibians  made  a trip  to  the  Southern  Islands,  making  eight 
stops  on  the  way  to  Jolo  and  return.  Plunder  included  vintas,  mats,  knives,  ( 

head-axes,  barongs,  beetle  nut  boxes,  gongs,  and  turtles  (live).  Only  the  car-  i| 
rying  capacity  of  the  planes  prevented  the  transfer  of  all  the  souvenirs  in 
the  Southern  Islands  to  Nichols  Field, 

Tho  Air  Corps  Baseball  Team  has  plugged  up  the  bottom  of  the-  Philippine  | 
Baseball  League  since  November,  The  season  ends  in  May,  This  will  be  a relief 
to  some  of  us.  We  apparently  bit  off  too  much  of  a mouthful, 

Maj*  Brooks  relieved  Major  Harms  as  Commanding  Officer  of  Nichols  Field  ; 

on  May  15th,  This  lea,ves  Capt.'  Hornsby  in  command  of  Clark  Field,  Maj,  Harms  j| 
expects  to  move  the  Air’  Office  to  Manila  in  the  near  future,  i| 

Ft, Sill,  Okla. , July  1st;  ' ■ ; i 

The  88th  Observation  Squadron  was  somewhat  broken  up  this  month  with  the 
loss  of  thirteen  officers,  Maj,  L.H.  Brereton,  Commanding  Officer,  A, C, Troops,  ij 
left  .for  his  new  station  in  Panama  on  July  1st,  Capt,  B.E,  O’Neill  will  be 
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the  new  Command ing  Officer  of.  Air  Corps  Troops,  Capt,  E.H.  Pritchard,A,C.  re- 
ported here  for  duty  on  June  19th  and  will  be  Commanding  Officer,  88th  Observa- 
tion Squadron,  The  following  .2nd  Lieutenants,  Air  Corps,  were  transferred  to 
Chanute  Field;  J,J.  Keough,  tHigan,  C.K,  Moore,  D.E,  Whitten, and  RiE.  Holmes, 

The'  foliowing-named  2nd  Lieutenants,  Air-Reserve,  reverted  to  inactive  status 
on  June  30th;  G.E,  Percefull,  W.C,  Bryan, Jr,,  J.H,  Roe,  G.L,  Houle,  J.G.  Pitts, 
J.M,  Joplin  and  Desmond  Murphy, 

Five  officers  wore  rushed  through  gunnery  la,st  week"  due  to’  their  leaving 
the -liter  part  of  the  month,.  All  qualified  as  follows:  2nd  Lieut,  R«I.  Dugan, 

A .C,, Expert;  2nd  Lieut,  J.H,  Roe,  Air-Res,,  'Tbcpert;  2nd.Lieuts»,  Air-Res,, 

G.L,  Houle,  iy.C,  Bryan,  Jr,  and  J.M.  Joplin  qualified  as  Sharpshooters,  Mr. 

Sgt,  C.F,  Colby  also  qualified  as.  Expert, 

1st  Lieut,  W,S,  Hamlin  returned  from  the  Hospital  about  ten  days  ago  whore 
he  underwent  an  operation, 

bn  June  1st,  2nd  Lieut,  J,H.  Roe,  Air-Res,,  and  Pvt,  Adolph,  L,  Hainlen 
made  practice  parachute  jumps, 

St, Sgt,  Paul  Grossman  and  Pvt,  Forest  G,  Crom,  while  swimming  in  Lost  Lake 
on  June  2nd,  were  called  upon  to  save  .the  lives  of  three  R.O.T.C.'  students. 

One  student  had  become  unconscious  and  the  other  two  'were  almost  exhausted 
when  Sgt,  Grossman  and  Pvt,^  Crom  secured  a boat  and  came'  to  their  'rescue, 

Fairfield.  Ohio.  Air  Depot  .*  July  8th; ' ’ 

Personnel  of  the.  Depot,  were  saddened  by  the  death  of  Mrs,  Mildred  Austin, 
wife  of  Lieut,  John  Austin,  Air  Corps,  Mrs,  Austin's  death  occurred  July 
6th  at  the  Miami  Valley*  Hospital,  • after  an  illness  of  two  v/ecks.  Services  were 
held  at  the  Depot  and  burial  was  at  Arlington,  The  deepest  sympathy  is  felt 
for  Lieut,  Austin  in  his  bereavement. 

Maj,  A.L.  Sneed,  Lieuts.  Melvin  B,  Asp  and  George  V.  MePike  departed  for 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala,,  to, secure  and  ferry  here  three  0-19!s  for  overhaul, 

Maj, 'A.L,  Sneed  ferried  an^ airplane  overhauled  at  this  station  to  the  Rock- 
well Air  Depot,  Coronado,  Calif, 

Libut,  Melvin  B',  Asp,  A.C.,  and  Lieut,  C.O,  Perry,  Air-Res,,  made  a cross- 
country trip  to  Col-umb-us,  Ga, , July  3rd  and  returned  July  5th, 

Lieut,  Frederick  M.  Hopkins, Jr. , on  June  17th  flew  to  Marion,  Ohio,  where 
he  picked  up  Senator  Davis, 'who  attended  the  dedication  exercises  of  the  Harding 
Memorial,  flew  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa,,  and  returned  to  this  sta-tion  about  8;20  P.M. 

Capt,  Edward  Laughlin,  who  veis  Chief,  Engineering  Officer  at  this  Station 
for  more  than  six  and  one-half  years ,' departed  June  27th  for  the  Middletoim 
Air  Depot,  his  new  station.  Good  wishes  go  with  the  Captain  and  his  family 
from  this 'Depot, 

CaPt,  Harrison  W,  Flickinger  reported  June  29th  and  took  over  the  duties 
formerly  performed  by  Capt,  Edward  Laughlin,  On  July  1st  Capt,  Flickinger  de- 
parted on  a SO-dajh leave  of  absence, 

Lieuts.  Clarence  S,  Irvine  and  Francis  M,  Zeigler  reported  recently  from 
Chanute  Field  for  duty  in  the  Engineering  Department  at  this  Station, 

Lieut,  Clarence  S,  Irvine  departed  July  ]sb  on  a one  month's  leave  of  ab- 
sence, which  he  is  spending  in  Indiana. 

Lieut,  Frederic  E.  Glantzberg  reported  recently  for  duty  andwas  assigned 
to  the  Depot  Supply  Department, 

Lieuts,  Frederick  M,  Hopkins, Jr,  and  John  A.  Austin  v/ere  transferred  to 
Jright  Field  for  duty  as  students  at  the  Engineering  School. 

The  Annual  Picnic,  sponsored  by  the  ’Jilbur  "iTright  Vrelfare  Association,  was 
held  at  Silver  Lake,  near  hew  Carlisle,  Ohio,  on  June  27th,  Races,  ball  games 
and  a bathing  beauty  contest  were  the  principal  events  of  the  day. 

A fireworks  demonstration  was  conducted  the  night  of  July  4th  by  the  Wilb-ur 
Wright  Officers'  'Club  in  the  open  gro-und  north  of  General  Pratt's  quarters. 

The  adults  as  well  as  the  children  enjoyed  the  demonstration  very  much. 

The  activity  repor-ted  of  the  Supply  Department  for  the  raon-bh  of  Juno  shows: 
Incoming  tonnage  of  freight,  506,8  tons;  express,  2 tons;  parcel  post,  875  lbs,; 
Outgoing  freight,  156.8  tons;  express,  5,3  tons;  parcel  post,  1,750  lbs.  Mater- 
ial received  by  other  means  118,968  lbs,;  shipped,  184,500  lbs,;  incoming 
shipments  843;  outgoing,  1,286;  requisitions  received,  342, 
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,•  Duncan  ^ Field'.  Texas  . 'tTvino  29th; 


The  Depot  was  pleased  to  'welcome  Brig, -Gen,  Benjamin  D.  Foulois,  Assistant 
Chde^-’of  the' Air  Corps,  accompanied  hy  Capt,'  A.B,  McDaniel,  of  the  0,C*A.C,,  on 
their  receht  visit  to  the  A,C.  Training  Center.  On  the  night  of  June  22nd  they 
were  entertained  at  dinner  by  Lieut. -Col,  A.W,  Robins,  t'Ae  Depot  Commander, 

Brig, -Gen,  H,C.  Pratt,  Chief  of  the  Materiel  Division,  inspected  the  Depot 
on  June- 25th,'' arriving  in  a BT-2  plane  piloted  by  Capt,  St.Clair  Streett.  of 
Wrigbthjiedd;;e;,.i)^i.ing  their  stay  they  were  the  house  guests  of  Lieut, -Col, 
Robins,"' and  <thdy  departed'  oh  the  1.7th' for  Rockwell  Field,  Calif,,  via  Ft, Bliss, 
Texas-,  '" 

Officers  arriving  at  this  Depot  to  secure  and  ferry  airplanes  to  their 
home  stations  'Were  Lieuts,  F.A,  Johnson  and  J.A,  Bulger,  of  Scott  Field,  pilot- 
ing PT-3's;  Lieut,  Stanton  T,  Smith  of  Schoen  Field,  Indianapolis,  Ind, , pilot- 
ing a PT-8A;  Capti  Jblin  Coigan,  Lunken  Airport,  Cincinnati , Ohio,  piloting 
a PT-3A. 

hieut,  Charles  E,  Thomas  left  Juno  24th,  ferrying  a PT-3A  for  delivery  to 
Candler  Field*,  ' Atlanta,  Ga, , and  returning  by  rail, 

Capt,  Edmund  C,  Afraes  of  the  31st  Division  Aviation,  Alabama  National  Guard, 
Birmingham,  paid  a social  visit  here  June  26th  while  in  the  vicinity, 

Ne  were  glad  to  welcome  Capt,  C,E,  Branshaw,  who  returned  to  duty  June  27th 
from  a spell  of  illness  at  the  Station  Hospital,  Ft. Sam  Houston,  Texas,  since 
April  17th. 

Warrant" Officer  Leland  D,  Bradshaw  of  Mather  Field,  Calif,,  arrived  here 
June  15th  to  pilot  a H-12B  plane  to  his  home  station, 

Warrant-Officer  Charles  Chester  of  this  Depot  is  enjoying  leave  of  absence 
visiting  in  Maryland, 

The  regular  monthly  conference  on  Air  Corps  supply  and  maintenance  matters 
in  this  Depot’s  Area,  aid  the  luncheon  following  the  conference  at  this  Depot, 
on  Juno  16th  wore  attended  by  the  following  officers:  Brig. -Gen,  H,C,  Pratt, 

Chief  of  the  A,C,  Materiel  Division,  and  Capt,  St.Clair  Streett  of  Wright  Field,' 
then  visiting  this  Depot;  Capt,  Morris  Berman  and  Lieut,  R.G, 'Harris,  of  Kelly 
Field; ’Capt , -S.J,  Idzorek  and  Lieut,  J.F.  Whiteley  of  Ft, Crockett;  Lieuts,  R.C. 
MacDonald  and  E.C,  Robbins  of  Brooks  Field;  Lieuts,  A.S,  Albro  and  H.A.Bartron 
of  Randolph  Field;  Lieuts,  D.T.  Mitchell  and  C,S,  Tidwell  of  Post  Field,  Ft, 

Sill;  Lieut,  J,E,  Adams  of  Langley  Field  (on  temporary  duty  at  Kelly  Field); 
.Lieut,  E,T,  Showalter  of  the  36th  Division  Aviation,  Texas  National  Guard, 
Houston,  and  the  officers cf  this  depot.  At  the  luncheon,  the  following  also 
T/ere  guests:-  Maj,  F,L.  Martin,  Commandant  of  Kelly  Field;  Maj,  H.'H.C .Richards 
and  Lieut,  A.F,  Glenn  of  Brooks  Field,  Maj,  Van  J,  Weaver,  Air-Res,,  and  Lieut. 
Lamar  G,  Seeligson,  Air-Res,,  both  of  San  Antonio, 

Lieut,  and  Mrs,  B.S, Thompson  and  son,  Donald,  of  - Kelly  Field,  were  the 
guests  of  Capt,  Warner  B.  Gates  and  family,  at  this  Depot,  prior  to  departure 
for  Vfeshington,  D.C,,  where  Lieut,  Thompson  will  enter  the  Walter  Reed  General 
Hospital  for  observation  and  treatment, 

Lieuts,  L.S,  \7ebster  and  D»F,  Fritch  of  this  Depot  made  a cross-country 
trip  to  Little  Rock,  Ark,,  and  return  Juno  17th  to  20th,  for  the  purpose  of 
transporting  personnel  and  an  engine  for  the  repair  of  an  LB-7  forced  down  at 
that  place. 


Middletown.  Pa, , Air  Deuot, 


Middletown  Again  - and  How]  Golf  this  time  - Yeah  - Hot  Stuff  - Happened 
this-a-way  - 

Various  ships  undocking  at  either  Middletown  or  Bolling  and  proceeding  to 
the  other  place.  Polite  threats  and  challenges  while  there,  i,e,,  ’’Bring  your 
team  up,  you  big  such  and  such,  ViTe’ll  take  you  on”,  "Oh,  yeah]  You  and  what 

team  can  beat  us  catching  birdies,  you  this  and  that]”  And  on  and  on  and  on. 

However,  believe  it  or  not,  a wire  was  received  one  day  at  Middletown, 
something  to  the  affect  that  a five-man  team  of  truck  drivers  was  on  the  way 
with  golf  clubs.  Imagine  it? 

Well,  no  use  to  fool  around.  Might  just  as  v/ell  waste  an  afternoon  putting 

them  in  their  place.  And  did  t/o?  lHy  Aunt  Emma,  dunt  eskl 

Dazzy  Davidson,  the  big  divot  man  from  Denver,  was  teamed  against  Hus3jy 
Houghton,  the  par  shooter  from  Peoria,  The  result:  go  on,  ask  me  the  result! 
Middletown  6 and  5 with  score  85  against  95, 
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Next,  Warrant  Officer  Hewitt,  the  Huge-  Hungarian  from  Ifeckensack,  pinched 
Jumping  Joe  Bayley  on  every  gr.eep,  maicing  the  poor  hoy  from  Bolling  scream  with 
rage  through  his  heavy  mustache*  ■.  After  the  -last  putt  had  rimmed  the  cup,  the 
scores  were  Hewitt  81,  Bayley  95,  with  match  play  ending  on  the  12th  - 7 up  and 
6 to  go,  Mercy,  how  terrihlei 

Battling  Blecher  next  walloped  El  Maestho  Merrick,  terminating  the  brief 
hut  snappy  engagement  on  the  15th  with  5 up  and  3 to  play,  Merrick  was  complete- 
ly at  the  mercy  of  the  skilled  hands  and  wrists  of  the  Pennsylvania  Surgeon, 
whose  inshoots  and  fast  drop  halls  had  him  dizzy  after  the  first  inhing,  Mer- 
rick lost  control  and  had  his  stick  and  rudder  crossed,  and  was  only  fechly 
gunning  the  sinking  craft  when  the  match  was  over.  Modal  scores  - Blecher  83, 
Merrick,  93, 

Elhows  Elraendorf  and  Mashie  McGregor  went  round  and  round  while  birds  fell^ 
by  the  score,  Elhows  (a  ringer,  from  the  Chief's  Office)  played  uniquely  the 
last  three  holes,  making  3 6 - 2,  with  par  4-4  - 3,  heating  Mashie  by  2 up 

on  the  18th  green.  Elbows'  card  was  41  - 39  - 80,  while  Mashie  had  the  more 
prosaic  40-42-82, 

The  last  match  was  a tussle  between  Esso  Estabrook  and  a personage  active 
in  and  about  Washington  known  as- Alias  Adler,  The  foreigner  started  slowly  but 
gained  speed  and  in  the  clinches  had  all  the  best  of  it,  using  the  kidney  and 
rabbit  punch  with  great  effectiveness,  Esso's  seconds  threw  the  sponge  in 
during  the  12th. 

Coffee,  sandwiches  and  soft  drinks  were  used  to  refuel  the' main  tanks  after 
the  match,  A ragged  formation  took  off  for  Bolling  soon  thereafter. 

Advanced  Elyihg  School,  Kelly  Eield,  Texas,  June  22nd: 

1st  Lieut,  S,B,  Thompson,  who  was  injured  when  his  plane  crashed  near  La 
Pryor,  Texas,  last  December,  was  ordered  to  Walter-  Reed  General  'Hospital,  Wash- 
ington, D,C,,  for  further  treatment.  The  personnel  of  this  command  wish  him  a 
speedy  and  full  'recovery  and  hope  to  see  him  back  here  after  his  discharge  from 
the  hospital, 

Ed,  Note;  Captain  Thompson  wishes  to  be  remembered  to  the  boys  at  Kelly 
Eield. 

1st  Lieut,  E.C,  Kiel  returned  from  Eairfield,  Ohio,  ferrying  an  02-H  plane 
back  to  Kelly  Field, 

1st  Lieuts,  D.V,  Gaffney,  G.H,  Beverley,  W.W,  Welsh,  L.J.  Maitland  and  L.C, 
Mallory  left  the  field  June  18th,  ferrying  five  PT-3  planes  from  the  San  Antonio 
Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  to  Middletown, Pa*  Lieuts,  Gaffney  and  Beverley  ferried 
an  LB-7  back  to  San  Antonio,  while  the  other  three  officers  returned  by  rail. 

The  Kelly  Field  Polo  Team  left  for  Colorado  Springs  to  take  part  in  the 
annual  Broadmoor  Tournament,  the  team- being  composed  of  Capt.  Thomas  W,  Hastey, 
Adjutant  at  Kelly  Field;  Capt,  Harold  K,  Coulter,  23d  Infantry  (replacing  Lieut, 
D.T,  Craw  who  is  now  at  New  York  with  the  Army  Team);  1st  Lieuts,  Robert  W, 
Douglass,  Aide  to  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center;  and 
Oscar  L,  Beal,  Ft, Crockett, 

Capt,  William  B.  Wright, Jr,,  and  1st  Lieut,  Graham  St.John,  both  formerly 
stationed  at  Kelly  Field,  arrived  here  June  19th  in  training  planes  which  they 
ferried  from  Santa  Monica,  Calif,  Capt,  Wright  is  now  stationed  at  Kansas  City 
on  duty  with  the  Organised  Reserves  and  Lieut,  St.John  is  in  Minneapolis  on  the 
same  duty, 

Capt,  J,K.  Cannon,  Senior  Instructor  in  Pursuit,  returned  from  Wright  Field 
where  he  acted  as  member  of  a board  of  Air  Corps  officers  convened  to  recommend 
types  of  Pursuit  equipment  for  purchase  by  the  Army, 

Lieut,  E,H,  Lawson  took  off  on  June  19th  in  a Pursuit  plane  for  Tulsa  on 
a flight  which  will  take  him  to  Omaha,  Chanute  Field,  Lexington,  and  Ft, Bragg, 
and  back  to  San  Antonio  by  way  of  Des  Moines, 

Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111.,,  June  24th; 

The  Commanding  Officer,  Lt,-Col,  John  A,  Paegelow,  A,C,,  made  a trip  to 
Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  June  15th,  to  serve  on  a Board  of  Officers  apr 
pointed  by  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  for  the  purpose  of  considering  lighter- 
t^n-air  projects  for  the  Fiscal  Year  1932  and  to  gake  recommendations  for  new 
light er-than-air  equipment  for  that  period.  Col,  Paegelow  returned  to  Scott 
Field,  'June  .17th. 
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Pom*  officers  and  one  enlisted  pilot  from  the  15th  Observation  Squadron  left  IjJ 
this  week  for  aerial  gunnery  practice  at  Camp  Skeei,  Oscoda,  Mich,  2nd  Lieut,  f! 
I.Ro  Selby  piloted  a plane,  with  Capt,  Holden  as  passenger,  to  the  camp, 

leaving  Capt,  Holden  and  returning  to  Scott  Pi  eld.  Later,  two  plane-s’,  with  2nd 
Lieut,  T.T,7,  Charles  and  I'jIr.Sgt,  Davis  as  pilots  and  2nd  Lieuts,  G.H,  Stbkes  and 
I.R.  Selby  as  observers,  flew  to  Camp  Skeei,  to  remain  there  until  the  comple- 
tion of  the  firing  of  the  required  course.  Another  plane  left  this  week  for  the 
same  destination  and  purpose,  carrying  2nd  Lieuts,  E.A,  Sirmyer  and  C.E,  jDhn- 
son.  Other  pilots  and  observers  will  bo  sent  at  later  dates  to  take  the  places 
of  those  whose  work  will  be. completed. 

In  the  Inter-company  Baseball  League  this  week,  the  Staff  team  defeated  the 
team  from  the  24th  Airship  Service  Company  by  a scor*e  of  16  to  3,  Sgt,  Jones 
pitched  .a  very  good  game  for  the  Staff,  In  the  other  game  the  9th  Airship  Com- 
pany defeated  the  15th  Observation  Squadron,  17  to  14,  The  15th  Squadron  team 
was  somewhat  handicapped  through  some  of  its  players  being  on  detail  to  Camp 
Skeei,  Mich,  The  9th  Company  team  nov/  leads  the  League  with  2 games  won  and 
none  lost, 

Scott  Pield,  Belleville.  111.,  July  8th; 

The  final  report  on  the homing  pigeon  race,  which  started  from  Chattanooga, 
Tennessee,  a few  weeks  ago,  shows  that  out  of  possibly  4,000  birds  starting  in 
the  race,  the  leading  bird  from  the  Scott  Pield  loft  placed  tenth  in' National 
standing.  The  birds  entered  were  from  all  parts  of  Central  and  South  Central 
United  States,  Birds  from  greater  distances  were  also  started, 

A plane  of  the  P-19  type,  piloted  by  Major  Willis  Hale,  with  the  United 
States  Ambassador  to  Chile  as  passenger,  arrived  at  this  station  from  Wright 
Pield  July  3rd,  leaving  the  next  day  for  Topeka,  Kansas, 

Maj o Pred  Coleman,  Chief  of  the  Pield  Service  Section,  Wright  Pield,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  is  at  this  station  at  the  present  time  on  business  pertaining  to  Air  Corps 
supplies. 

Brooks  Pield.  San  Antonio.  Texas,  July  1st; 

On  June  25th  the  San  Antonio  Army .Baseball  League’s  standing  showed  the 
Air  Corps  Primary  Plying  School,  at.  Brooks  Pield,  Texas,  and  the' 2nd  Pield  Artil- 
lery Brigade  Caissons  of  Pt,  Sam  Houston,  Texas,  deadlocked  for  first  place  hon- 
ors, with  exactly  one-half  of  the  gam.es  in  the  first  half  completed.  Both  the 
Aviators  and  the  Caissons  have  won  7 of  the  nine  games  participated  in,  with  the 
Ninth  Infantry  Manchus  and  the  Twenty-third  Infantry  Gravel  Agitators,  both  of 
Pt,  Sam  Houston,  Texas,  close  on  the  heels  of  the  leaders. 

Not 'only  are  the  Airmen  from  Brooks  Pield,  tied  for  the  leadership  in  the 
Army  loop,  but  are  carrying  off  the  batting  honors,  swatting  the  pellet  at  the 
terrific  clip  of  ,320  as  a team,  which  is  some  mighty  tall  batting.  Pitching 
is  well  above  par  and  the  ploy  afield  can  compare  with  the  best. 

The  Aeronauts  expect  this  to  be  a banner  year,  and  prospects  for  a champion- 
ship nine  were  never  brighter.  Heretofore,  the  Brooks  Pield  Post  team  was  al- 
ways among  the  leaders  and  would  have  led  the  field,  if  the  old  stickwork  had 
been  there.  The  figure  of  ,320  as,  a club  batting  average  shows  that  the  stick- 
work  is  there  this  year  and  now  that  the  most  needed  necessity  has  been  accom- 
plished, the  Airmen  are  on  their  way  to  a championship. 

The  support  given  the  Aeronauts  this  year  has  been  more  than  gratifying, 
with  the  commissioned  personnel  turning  out  100^, as  well  as  the  enlisted  person- 
nel, Prom  time  to  time,  an  officer  of  the  Brooks  Pield  personnel  offers  some 
kind  of^a  cash  prize  for  the  most  hits,  most  runs  batted  in,  etc,,  and  the  boys  > 
are  taking  their  money  and  winning  ball  games  at  the  same  time. 

The  Brooks  Pield  hurlers  include  this  brilliant  array  of  capable  tlirowers; 

Sgt,  Denver  Wood,  St, Sgt,  John  Tarpley,  and  Pvt,  John  McKemiey,  the  aces,  with 
Lieut,  Cuzak,  Plying  Cadet  Broiles  and  Cpl,  Adams  to  help  out. 

The  remainder  of  the  lineup  usually  includes;  Sgt,  Bill  Wood  or  Pvt,Bookil, 
catchers,  St, Sgt,  "Pop"  Eanes,  1st  Baseman;  St, Sgt,  Lage,  2nd  baseman;  Staff  Sgt, 
Prince  or  Pvts,  Kenar  or  Don  Pelton,  shortstop;  Sgt.  Jerry  Snyder ,. third  baseman; 
with  Cadet  Broiles  and  Pvts,  Rogers,  Murphy  and  Edwards  usually  taking  care  of 
the  outfield  berths. 

This  team,  compared  with  any  of  the  remaining  six  Array  entrants,  is  on  an 
even  basis  if  not  better.  Many  of  the  sports  scribes  from  Pt,  Sam  Houston, Texas,,;., 
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favor  the  Aeronauts  for  the  first  time,  and  the  hoy-s  from  Brooks  Field,  Texas, 
have  "been  playing  some  real  hasehall  this  season, 

40th  Divison  Aviation,  Los  Angeles,  Calif,,  July  13th; 

Effective  June  16th,  1st  Lieut,  Russell  C.  Larsen  was  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  115th  Photo  Section,  He  just  returned  from  the  special  course  in 
photograph;^.’’  at  ' the  Air  Corps  Technical  School,  Rantoul,  111.,  and  brought  back 
many  new  ideas  in  methods'  and  technic. 

Capt,  Earl  Robinson  is  beihg'  congratulated  upon  his  promotion  to  that  grade 
effective  June  16th,  He  was  relieved  from  command  of  the  Photo  Section,  and  as- 
signed to' Operations, 

Lieut,  Clinton  B-orrows  is  away  from  the  Squadron  for  a month  on  special 
State  duty  at  Sacramento,  doing  forest  patrol  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State, 
Congratulations  are  hereby  extended  to  Lieut,  Clifford  R.  Gar d, ’whose  mar- 
riage to  MissAlbertine  Ashworth,  of  Los  Angeles,  was  recently  announced.  In- 
roads upon  the  bachelor  ranks  among  the  officers  of  this  Squadron  has  progress- 
ed' to  such  a dangerous  point  that  the  Second  Lieutenants  Protective  Association 
is  Considering  appropriate  action. 

This  unit  is  very  busy  at  the  present  time  making  final  preparations  for 
summer  training  camp.  The  last  drill  will  be  held  Saturday,  July  18th,  after 
which  the  baggage  and  troops  will  be  entrained  for  arrival  at  Camp  San  Luis 
Obispo  on  the  following  morning,  Sunday,  the  19th,  all  officer  personnel  will 
fly  to  San  Luis  to  arrive  there  about  noon.  The  advance  detail  will  proceed 
to  camp  on  Friday,  the  17th,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Harry  Gilmore, 

This  squadron  welcomes  its  newest  officer,  2nd  Lieut,  Richard  0.  Bnllis, 
from  civil  life,  Lieut,  Bullis  is  a practicing  physician  in  Los  Angeles,  and 
was  this  squadron's  first  Flight  Surgeon  in  1925,  with  the  rank  of  Captain, 

We  are  very  happy  to  welcome  this  officer  back  in  our  ranks. 

Boston  Airport.  Mass..  July  1st; 

The  public  of  Boston  is  still  commenting  on  tho  precision  with  which  the 
planes  were  landed  and  parked  at  the  Airport  dtiring  tho  Maneuvers,  In  less 
than  five  minutes  the  9'th  Observation  Group  was  "parked"  on  the  field, 

Liouts.  O.P.  Pierson  and  W.O.  Towner,  A.C.  Reserve,,  piloted  two  State 
Aeronautical  Inspectors  in  Douglas  BT-2B's  as  aerial  patrol  planes  to  keep  an 
eye  open  for  coimrercial  ships  which  might  disobey  flying  rules.  One  inspector 
Went  up  minus  a flying  suit,  and  v/hen  he  returned  about  an  hour  later,  it  is- 
rumored  that  he  had  to  be  taken  to  the  airport  lunch  to  be  thawed  out. 

It  seems  that  some  people  can't  be  satisfied.  Many  protests  were  register- 
ed when  the  Maneuvers  were  first  planned  for  the  Charles  River  Basin  site.  The 
location  was  changed  to  South  Boston,  and  then  protests  galore  were  registered 
by  many  who  evidently  didn't  read  the  papers  and  who  waited  vainly  at  the  Charles 
River  Basin  to  see  the  aerial  parade.  When  ho  learned  of  these  protests,  Brig,- 
Gen.  Foulois  ordered  the  demonstration  planes  to  circle  the  Basin  on  their  way 
to  Springfield  after  tho  demonstration. 

Those  in  the  Headquarters  received  a scare  when  a report  came  in  by  police 
teletype  that  Army  planes  had  crashed  during  the  parade  while  over  Hewton,  Tho 
following  is  the  tale  the  tape  told: 

"Hello  Hewton,  Have  planes  passed  over  ^our  city  yet?" 

"They  wore  passing  over  hero  and  crashed  and  four  men  are  in  the  Newton 
Hospital  on  the  danger  list," 

"Were  they  cops?"  ' , ' 

"No,  Aviators," 

"The  planes  can  now  be  seen  beyond  the  Charles  River  Basin." 

"Go  jump  in  the  Basin," 

"Shut  off  your  motor." 

"Shut  your  mouth." 

■"Go  bag  your  head." 

"What  for?" 

"To  sell  it  for  wood,"  ‘ 

"Newton,  This  is  Boston  Police  Headquarters,  Is  that  correct  about  the 
crash  of  planes  in  Newton  this  P.M,?  Please  answer  at  once," 

"This  is  Newton.  We  know  nothihg  about  the  crash,  Sgt.  Meehan." 

"Thanlc  you  very  much, Sergeant,  This  is  headquarters.  We  would  like  to 
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know  where  this  raessago  originated."  . 

"’.To  do  not  laiow.  Boston  papers  asked  us  and  were  told  we  had  not  heard 
of  it,"  • 

The  foregoirig  sample  of  the  Brand  of  humor  shown  hy  some  officers  on  police 
forces  causes  us  to  wonder  how  police  examinations  are  Being  conducted, 

Lt,  Frank  C,  Crowley  caused  some  excitement  recently  when  he  made  a "Blind" 
take-off  in  a PT-1  which  Lieut,  J.A,  Tfilson  had  fitted  with  hood  for  instrument 
flying  practice,  Vi'ith  Capt,  Charles  Clark  in  the  front  cockpit  as  safety  pilot, 
Franls*  awaited  word  from  Clmrlie  that  the  coast  was  clear  for  a getaway.  Pour- 
ing on  the  coal,  the  Puttering  PT  thundered  down  the  ronway,  took  off  with  very 
little  unsteadiness,  and*  v/as  soon  flying  over  the*  harBor  at  a good  altitude, 

Franlc  declares  he  will  fly  that  Bus  around  the  c-ity  and  Bring  it  Back  to  the 
airport  entirely  By  instrument,  Vife  await  the  test  with  Interest,  His  on].y  oB- 
joction  was  that  the  instruments  in  the  PT,  are  placed  in  a position  which 
causes  one  to  go  around  with,  head  Bowed  in  attitude  of  prayer  for  the  several 
hours  after  the  flight.  They  are  close  to  the  floor, and,  according  to  Lt, 

Crowley,  require  neck  gymnastics  to  read  them  carefully. 

The  enlisted  men  at  the  Boston  Airport  now  Boast  their  own  "newspaper". 

It  is  similar  in  size  to  the  IlBir/S  LETTER,  But  Beyond  that  the  similarity  is 
non-existent.  Known  as  the  "WEEKLY  BLATT" , with  editors,  Sgt,  RoBort  Lauter 
and  Sgt,  Paul  Frame,  the  paper  contains  Breezy  items  concerning  Reserve  activ- 
ities (supplied  By  the  Reserve  Officers)  and  activities  of  the  detachment. 

It  is  full  of  good  natured  quips,  and  real  news  of  the  airport.  May  it  con- 
tinue to  thrive.  It  didn't  cost  anything  at  first  and  costs  twice  as  much  now. 
Close  formation  flying,  formation  take-offs  and  various  formation  maneuvers 
were  practiced  arduously  recently 'By  Lieut,  O.P.  Pierson,  Capt.  Geo,  Lusk  and 
Lieut,  G,  ViTarriner, 

Yfright  Field.  Dayton.  Ohio.  July  1st; 

Lieut,  Wendell  recently  flew  to  Duncan  Field,  Texas  for  a conference  on 
the  testing  of  primary  airplanes.  He  ferried  a BT-2B  a,irplane  Back  to  Wright 
Field,  making  a one-day  flight  of  it. 

Secretary  of  War  Patrick  J,  Hurley,  landed  at  Wright  Field  on  May  31st, 
malting  a stop  Between  Bolling  Field  and  Muskogee,  Okla,  Ho  was  piloted  By 
Lieut,  C.W,  Cousland,  flying  a C-4  airplane, 

Brig.-Gen^^  H.C,. Pratt,  Capts,  E.l.  Page,  A.J,  Lyon,  K.S,  Axtater  and  Lieut. 
A.C,  Foulk,  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Hational  Advisory  Coimnitteo  for  Aero- 
nautics held  at  Langley  Field,  Va, , on  May  27th  and  28th. 

Arturo  B,  Merino,  SuB-Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  in  Charge 
of  Aviation,  Chilean  Government ,T7as  a roront  visitor  at  the  Field,  Flight  Cap- 
tain Dario  Mujica  and  Lieut,  Filipe  Latorre  of  Chile  accompanied  him,  as  did 
also  Fowler  W,  Bai’ker,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.C.,  and  Lieut,  C.Wf,  , 
Cousland,  who  piloted  the  party  to  Dayton  from  the  Ford  Airport,  DearBorn,Mich, , 
vdiich  they  had  also  visited. 

The  Army-Havy  conference  recently  held  at  the  Haval  Aircraft  Factory-,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  was  attended  By  L.V.  Cook,  B.F.  Sonart,  J.A.  Roche,  P,H.  Sutton, 

R.L,  ShumaJeer,  Opie  Chenowith,  J,B,  Jolinson,  G.R,  Marlay  and. J.A.  Bishep,  rep- 
resBnting  the  Materiel  Division, 

Carlos  Castillo  Breton,  head^of  the  Military  Aeronautical  School  at  Mexico 
City,  and  Colonel  Francisco  J,  Ag|3ilar,  Mexican.  Military  Attach,  Washington, 

D.C.,  were  the  guests  of  Brig, -Gen,  H.C,  Pratt  on  Juno  2nd,  Capt,  R.C,  Moffatt 
and  Lieut,  H.P,  Rush  flew  the  visitors  from  Cincinnati  to  Dayton,  On  June  3rd 
they  made  a tour  of  inspection  of  the  Materiel  Division,  ^ 

Lieut,  G.F,  Schulgen,  Wichita,  Kansas,  ferried  a yPT-9  to  the  plant  of  the  ( 
Stearman  Company. 

Lieut,  J.E,  Parker  left  for  Santa  Monica,  Calif,,  to  ferry  to  Wright  Field 
an  0-25C  airplane  from  the  plant  of  the  Douglas  Company, 

Ca,pt,  A.J.  Lyon,  Assistant  to  the  Chief  of  Engineering,  sailed  on  June  8th 
for  a two-months'  tour  of  Europe,  He  will  go  on  duty  a,t  the  American  EmBa.ssy  in 
London  and  from  there  to  the  Embassy  in  Berlin  for  a Brief  official  glimpse  of 
the  aeronautical  picture  in  the  two  capita,ls, 

Capt,  Carl  Greene,  Licuts,  A.F.  HegonBerger,  J.A.  Woodruff,  H.P,  Rush,  D.W, 
Watkins  and  W.G,  Smith  recently  inspected  the  mock-up  of  a new  BomBing  airplane 
at  the  plant,  of  the  Glenn  L,  Martin  Co.,  Baltimore,  Md, 
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Lieut,  S.R.  Harris  and  Wilbur  Harding,  engineer,  recently  flew  to  Selfridge 
Field  for  conference  on  night  lighting  installations, 

Capt.  J.G-b  Taylor  left  for  Astoria,  Hew  York,  on  June  8th  to  test  pontoon 
equipment,  • 

Capt,  A.W,  Vanaman  visited  Buffalo  to  interview  the  Thomas ^Morse  Aircraft 
Co,  and  the  Curtiss  Airplane  and  Motor  C'orp,,' regarding  contracts, 

Maj,  A.H. -jGilkeson,  Lieuts.  S.R,  Harris  and  E.R,  McReynolds  ferried  three 
0-19  airplanes  tp.  Majcwell  Field- on  June  lOtH,  Maj,  F.H,  Colemap  and  Capt.-F*W. 
Wright  flew  to  Akron". tp  inspect  the  great  dirigible  under  construction  there. 
Brig. -Gen,  H.C.  Pratt,  piloted  by  Capt.  St .Clair ,Streett , took  off  on  June 
11th  for  an  extensive  air  journey  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  maintenance  and 
supply  conditions  at .a  number  of  Air  Corps  fields  and  stations.  Their  route 
includes  Y/ashington,  ,D,C,,  where  they  will  confer  with  the  Chief  of  the  Air 
Corps;  Shreveport,  La,;  Duncan  Field;  Rockwell  Field;  Crissy  Field  and  Mather 
Field,  Mills,  Calif,  ' y 

Lieut,  Wendel,!  Brookl.ey  ferried  a Primary  Training  airplane  to  the  plant  of 
the  Consolidated  Company,  Buffalo,  for  installation  of  a Curtiss  Cahall-enger 
(R-600)  instead  of.  the  R-540  which-  formerly  powdered  it.  This  engine  change  will 
place  the  plane  in  the  Basic  Training  type, 

]fej.  E,G,  Reinartz  and  Li  eut-',  * Clements  McMullen,  pilot,  returned  June  15th 
from  a flight  to  Rockwell  Field  andthe'WOst  coast, 

Lieut,  Martinus  Stenseth,  Office  Chief  of  Militia  Bureau,  flew  in  from 
Bolling  Field  on  June  16th,  and-fook  Of f -for  Kansas  City  next  morning, 

Maj,  Willis  Hale  arrived  Jdne  17th  from  Bolling  Field,  ferrying  in  a ' 
Horthrop  Cargo  airplane  for  test, 

Maj,  M.G,  Healy  was  temporarily  transferred  to  Fairfield  on  June  22nd  to 
replace  Major  Malcolm  Grow,  who  left  for  Pittsburgh  to  conduct  the  semi-annual 
physical  examination  of  Reserve  officers. 

Thirty  student  officers  of  the  Technical  School,  Chanute  Field,  arrived  at 
Wright  Field  on  June  22nd,  where,  under  the  direction  of  Lieut,  H.A,  Anderson, 
formerly  connected  with  the  Armament  Branch,  they  spent  three  days  visiting  the 
various  activities  of  the  Materiel  Division  and  attended  lectures  on  the  differ- 
ent branches  of  experimental  work. 

Capt,  R.C,  Coupland,  Office  Chief  of  Ordnance,  T/asMngton,  D.C.,  formerly 
assigned  to  the  Armament  Branch  here,  spent  several  days  at  the  field  recently 
conferring  on  Armament  matters.  He  was  flown  back  to  Washington  by  Lieut,  L.S, 
Stranathan,  v;ho  stopped  over  at  Wright  Field  on  his  way  from  Chanute  Field  to 
Bolling  Field, 

General  Smedley  Butler  landed  at  Wright  Field  on  June  18th,  taking  off  the 
following  morning  for  Quant ico.  He  was  piloted  by  Lieut,  Geiger  of  the  Marines 
in  a VJ-6  Amphibion,  General  Butler  gave  a lecture  in  Dayt9n, 

Capt.  E.E.  Adler  arrived  in  a BT-2B  airplane  on  June  18th  for  a conference 
with  the  Chief  of  Division. 

Capt.  Carl  Greene  and  Lieut,  P.H,  Kemmer  left  by  air  for  Washington,  Balti- 
more, Philadelphia  and  Mitchel  Field,  for  a conference  with  manufacturers  on 
structural  development  work,  Capt,  Greene,  who  leaves  in  August  for  Hawaii, 
introduced  Lieut.  Kemmer  to  the  various  contractors  interested  in  the  special 
work  of  which  he  has  been  in  charge  and  which  Lieut,  Kemmer  will  Uow  handle, 
Capt,  F.M  . Brady  arrived  at  Wright  Field  on  June  21st  for  a week's  visit 
to  the  various  technical  departments  of  the  field  for  the  purpose  of  acquaint- 
ing himself  with  the  needs  of  the  Division  as  served  from  the  foreign  diplo- 
matic standpoint,  Capt,  Brady  is  under  orders  to  proceed  to  Rome,  Italy,  where 
he  will  b®  assistant  military  attache  at  the  American  Embassy,  He  served  in 
like  capacity  in  Paris  in  1926  and  1927, 

Messrs.  L.W.  Armour  and  W.E,  Huffman  left  for  Washington  to  attend  a meet- 
ing of  the  Automotive  Commodity  Committee, 

Capt,  A.W.  Stevens  left  on  June  25th  for  Rochester  for  a conference  with 
manufacturers  on  photographic  equipment. 

Selfridge  Field.  Mt, Clemens.  Mich.,  Jiine  50th; 

During  the  second  week  in  June,  Maj, -General  Frank  Parker,  the  Corps  Area 
Commander,  visited  Selfridge  Field  for  an  informal  inspection.  The  following 
day  General  Parker  made  a flight  to  Springfield,  Mass,,  in  the  Fleetster, 
piloted  by  Major  Brower,  Group  Commander, 
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17th  Pors-git  Squadron;  Upon  return  from  the  1931  Air  Cofps  ‘Exercises, 
Capto  Hoyt  deciddd  that  two  can  live  as  cheaply  as  one,  especi-ally /since  .the 
new  married  officers  quarters  are  completedo  He  was  married  on  *juh’e  Efh,  and 
this  would-he  hachelor  organization  is  still  going  to  the  dogsveny  fast. 

During  the  past  month,  Lieut,  Coleman  left  tlie  organization  and ‘is  now  en 
route  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  accompanied  by  Mrs,, "Coleman,  lately  acquired, 
■Lieuts,  Slaght  and  Reed  have'been  ordered  to  Chaniite' Field,  June  30th,  for  a 
course  of  instruction,  Lieut,'  Slaght  ret-urned  on  June  27th,  from  Kingston,'  \ 
Ontario,  Canada,  where  he  was “confined  with" a case  of ‘mumps.  He  is  now  limping 
around  the  field  with  a cane,  Lieuts,  Herman  and  Estes  completed  their  tour  ;Of 
active  duty  and  left  on  J-une  30th  for  their  respective  homes, 

Lieuts^  Eoons,  formerly  of  this  organization, ' completed  his  course  at 
Chanute  Field  and  was  assigned  to  the  17th  Squadron’,  We 'are  very  glad  to  have 
, Lieut,  Koons  with  us  again  and  greet  him  v/ith  open  arms.  Lieut,  Putt,  also 
formerly  of  this  organization,  is  attached  for  flying  only.  ‘ 

Lieut,  Heiman  is  still  absent,  being  sick  in  Washington,  D,C,  We  are  look 
ing  forward  to  his’ speedy  recovery  and  return  to  the  organization. 

On  June  29th,  the  17th  Pursuit  Squadron,  plus  one  flight  from  the  94th 
Pursuit  Squadron,  departed  for  Langley  Field,  Va, , to  put  oh  a Pursuit  demon- 
stration for  West  ^oint  Cadets  on  temporary  duty  at  that  field," 

On  J'une  15th,  Major  Brower  and  Lieut,  Griffith  proceeded  to  Dayton  for 
three  days  on  temporary  duty  as  members  of  a Pursuit  Board  convened  at  that 
station. 
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Information  Division  . , _ Munitions  Building 

Air  Corns August  19,'  lc.^1 Washington,  D.C. 


The  chief  purpose  of  this  xyahllcation  is  to  distritrute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  National 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 

Publishers  are  authorized  to  reprint  material  appearing  in  this  publication. 

oOo 

U.  S.  ABM  NO.  1 BALLOON  AND  LIGHTNING 
By  Lieut.  Howard  H , Couch, Air  Corps 

To  those  who  are  laboring  under  the  mistaken  idea  that  free  ballooning  is 
not  very  sporting  and  that  it  has  no  thrills  , an  invitation  is  extended  to  dodge 
thunderstorms  on  a dark  night  over  rough  country.  All  of  which  is  by  v/ay  of 
introduction  to  the  story  of  the  last  thirteen  minutes  of  the. four  hour  and 
nineteen  minute  fli^t  of  the  U. Si  Army  Entry  Nunber  One  in  the  National  Elimina-' 
tion  Balloon  Races  at  Akron,  Ohio,  on  July  19,.  i931. 

Like  Circus  Day  and  Eourth  of  July,  July  19th  dawned  with  a clear  sky  and 
auspicious  omens  for  a race  that  would  be  marked  by  nothing  more  exciting  than 
perhaps  a long  walk  out  of  the  New  England  woods  on  the  20th.  Somehow  or  other, 
the  weatherman  sli-pped  up  and  left  the  house  with  the  thunderstorm  tap  running, 
for  afternoon  brought  omnious  looking  cumulo-nimbus  with  an  attendant  electrical 
display.  Eie  spectators  were  given  many  a thrill  by  the  time  the  first  balloon. 
Array  Entry  Number  Two,  took  off.  The  wind  liad  increased  in  velocity  until  the 
big  80,000  cubic  feet  bags  were  blown  clear  to  the  ground  like  a child’s  toy. 

At  6; 09,  Array  Entry  Number  One,  the  last  balloon  to  get  away,  took  off  just 
ahead  of  a violent  and  extensive  thunderstorm,  throU;gh  which  lightning  was  play- 
ing continuously.  Ahead  and  on  both  sides,  other  storms  reared  their  towering 
columns  of  wind-tossed  clouds.  A bit  of  luck  and  some  jockeying  kept  us  clear 
of  these  surrounding  storms.  We  passed  the  place  where  Anmy  Number  Two  had 
landed,  the  Del-Mar- Va  Eitry  and  the  Tif.J.R.,  and- were  rapidly  overhauling  a 
fourth  balloon  when  darlcness  covered  the  earth. 

Against  the  brilliant  bacLcground  of  the  lightning-lit  storm  behind  us,  we 
watched  W.J.R,  for  an  hour  before  he  disappeared,  shortly  after  Del- Mar- Va  had 
been  forced  down  in  a drenching  rain.  The  balloon  ahead  of  us,  of  course,  had 
disappeared  and  we  had  that  lonely  feeling  which  can  be  experienced  only  in  the 
wicker  basket  of  a balloon  on  a night  as  dark  as  uitch,  hanging  somewhere  above 
the  ground. 

At  10:10,  such  was  our  ignorance  and  conceit,  that  we  congratulated  each 
other  on  having  won  the  race.  The  old  story  of  counting  the  chickens;  for  we 
felt  sure  that  with  our  good  luck  so  far  v;e  would  last  until  at  least  the  morn- 
ing of  July  20th, 

At  10:15  the  balloon  started  to  rise  gradually  from  2,500  feet.  We  decid- 
ed to  let  it  rise  past  its  equilibrium  point,  and  by  judicious  use  of  ballast 
level  off  at  about  3,000  feet.  At  5,000  feet,  we  entered  a light,  wisxoy  cloud, 
and  at  5,500  feet,  as  we  had  predicted,  the  balloon  stopped  its  ascent  momenta- 
rily and  then  the  fun  beganl 

,From  zero  vertical  rate,  it  jumped  up  to  a rate  of  800  feet  per  minute 
ascent.  Every  foot  of  the  way  the  lightning  became  more  brilliant  and  the  wind 
whistling  through  the  rigging  and  the  clattering  of  the  fabric  and  the  equipmenb 
that  was  hung  on  the  outside  became  more  pronounced.  The  flashes  of  lightning 
through  the  clouds  became  more  blinding  and  the  oscillations  more  violent  until 
at  8,000  feet  we  were  hanging  onto  the  suspension  roues  to  keep  our  balance.  It 
looked  lilce  a good  time  to  trust  to  Major  Hoffman’s  new  parachute.  We  agreed 
that,  as  far  as  we  were  concerned,  it  looked  very  much  as  if  the  race  was  over. 

Just  under  10,000  feet,  the  balloon  stomoed  its  wild  upward  msh  as  though 
it  had^hit  a ceiling.  The  needle  of  oiir  rate  of  climb  indicator  dropped  with 
incredible  rapidity  to  a 1200  feet  per:  minute  descent.  While  these  speeds  weee 
not  alarviiing,  they  were  sufficiently  great  to  destroy  our  judgment  in  the 
static  condition  of  the  balloon.  We  reserved  our  ballast,  ho¥/ever,  until  we 
had  d.-ropped  out  of  the  clouds  and  then  we  -poured  all  but  one  bag.  And  still 
we  dropped!  Then  miscellaneous  equipment  started  to  go  over  with  a silent  pray- 
er that  all  Pennsylvania  farmers  were  living  someplace  else  than  immediately 
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tuider  us.  At  2,000  feet,  old  ifutn'ber  295  stopped  and  started  up  again,  [Hiis 
would  never  do  I We  liad  no  desire  to  be  wafted  to  great  heiglits  through  an 
active  and  vicious  thunderstonn  w;ithout  baila,st.  We  reached  for  the  valve  to 
dispose  of  some  more  gas,  but  it  proved  unnecessary. 

Again  we  started  on  a downward  -plimge,  cut  the  drag  rope,  threw  over  the 
last  bag  of  sand,  barged  through  several  hundred  yards  of  trees  and  sat  down 
in  a small  wheat  field,  crawled  out  of  the  basket  and  began  to  wonder  what  it 
\Yas  all  about. 

Things  happened  so  rapidly  that  we  could  not  believe  we  were  definitely 
out  of  the  race.  Bit  there  lay  the  old  balloon,  draped  over  a four-foot  stump 
and  flat  as  a pancake.  It  certainly  was  one  of  those  cases  where  it  could  be 
said  that  it  was  a good  flight,  because  we  got  up  and  WALKED  to  the  nearest 
town, 

Ed.  note:-  In  the  National  Elimination  Balloon  Eace,  v/hich  started  from 
Akron,  Ohio,  July  19th,  the  Army  Air  Corps  was  represented  by  two  teams  - 
Entry  No.  1 being  piloted  by  Captain  Karl  S.  Axtater,  with  Lieut.  Howard  H. 

Couch,  Aide,  both  stationed  at  Wri^it  Eield,  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  Entry  No.  2 by 
Lieut.  Edgar  M.  Eogelsonger,  of  Pope  Eield,  Port  Bragg,  N.C.,  with  Lieut.  John 
A.  Tarro,  of  Port  Sill,  OLcla. , as  Aide,  Lieut.  Haynie  McCormick,  of  Port  Sill, 
served  as  Operations  Officer,  and  Caiitain  William  J,  Flood,  of  the  Office  of 
the  Chief  of -the  Air  Corps,  as  Liaison  Officer. 

Tlie  Race  v;as  won  by  the  lTa.vy  Team  of  Lieut.  Thomas 'G.W.  Settle,  pilot, 
with  Lieut.  Wilfred  Bushnell  as  Aide.  Tlieir  balloon  landed  at  Ifeirilla,  a New 
York  village,  15  miles  east  of  Buffalo,  and  215  miles  from  the  starting  -point. 

Tlie  Navy  balloonists  were  forced  to  descend  in  the  face  of  a severe  electrical 
storm  after  a night  of  lightning  and  wind. 

One  of  the  two  entries  representing  Akron,  Ohio,  took  second  place,  the 
Goodyear- ZexDpelin  VIII,  piloted  by  Prank  A.  Trotter,  with  Roland  J.  Blair,  Aide, 
covering  190  miles  and  landing  at  Stevensville , a Canadian  village  near  the 
Welland  Cana.l,  after  crossing' LaJie  Erie  in  rough  weather.  This  team  won  the 
National  Elimination  Balloon  Ee.ce  last  year,  which  started  from  Houston,  Texas, 
July  4th,  by  covering  768  miles. 

Third  -place  was  taken  by  the  team  of  Eddie  J.  Kill  and  Arthur  J.  Schlosser, 
both  of  Detroit,  who  landed  at  Wesleyville , near  Erie,  Pa.,  after  covering  110 
miles.  The  Array  team  of  Captain  Axtater  and  Lieut,  Couch,  vdio  descended  at 
Custards,  Pa,,  80  miles  east  of  Aliron,  took  fourth  place,  while  Messrs,  L.P. 
Purculov/  and  John  Pieker,  who  maneuvered  the  Del-Ii!af-Va  Civic  Association's  lag, 
landed  at  Ra.venna,  covered  20  miles,  and  finished  fifth.  Ihe  weather  was  ex- 
tremely unkind  to  the  Army  team  of  Lieut s.  Eogelsonger  and  Tarro,  for  they  were 
forced  to  land  some  12  miles  from  the  starting  point. ’ 

As  a result  of  this  year’s  National  Elimination  Balloon  Race,  America  will 
be  represented  in  the  Gordon- Bennett  International  Balloon  Race  by  the  Navy 
team,  the  ALcron  team  and  by  Ward  T.  Van  Orman,  who  won  this  light er-thai>-air 
classic  both  in  1929  and  1930, 

oOo 

CHISSY  FIELD’S  SPEED  BCA,T 

"As  a matter  of  information  that  lias  not  been  given  the  publicity  it  de- 
served," says  the  Crissy  Field  Correspondent,  "Crlssy  Field  has  a S'peed  boat. 
According  to  rexiorts  from  the  custodians  of  our  boat,  our  friends  from  the 
North  point  Station  of  the  Coast.  Guard,  it  is  not  just  another  S'peed  boat  but 
the  fastest  boat  on  San  Francisco’s  most  beautiful  bey.  With  the  efficiency  of 
our  Coast  Guard  friends  and  such  a boat,  visiting  firemen  will  encounter  strenu-  | 
our  competition  in  trying  to  accomplish  a successful  ’drowning  act,*  Lieut.  i 

Hurst,  of  Mather  Field,  tried  his  best  to  mar  our  re-mtation  by  setting  a DH  I'j 

dovm  in  our  sun-kist  bay  at  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  without  success.  Be-  j- 
fore  he  had  a chance  to  take  on  any  v/ater  he  was  hauled  into  Crissy  Field’s  ; 

s-peed  boat  by  a very  efficient  ' Coast  Guard  crew  and  then  taken  to  the  hospital. 
There  was  no  injury  to  -personnel;  in  fact,  it,  is  rumored  that  Lieut.  Hurst's  ; 
clothes  were  barely  wet.  We  term  that  Efficiency  Personified,"  I 

oOo- — 

Lieut. -Col.  James  A.  Ma,rs , .recently  in  command  of  France  Field,  Panama  ; 

Canal  Zone,  was  assigned  as  Conmandih'g  Officer  of  Clianute  Field,  Rantoul,  111-, 
relieving  Ca,pt.  Samuel  C.  Skemp,  who  was  in  temporary  command  following  the  de-  \ 
parture  of  Lieut.-Col.  Jacob  W.S.  Wuest  for  Germany  for  duty  as  Air  Attache.  Ii 
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SUCGSSSm  EESEEV3  OFEICEES*  .:TMIMNG'  CiiiP  AT  SCOTT  FIELD 

The  14-day  training  ccmip  for  Air  Corps  Heserve  Officers,  conducted  at 
SGSott  Field,  Belleville,  111.,  from  July  ,5th  to  18th,  inclusive,  had  a nmch 
larger  attendance  than  any  camp  previously  held  at  that  field,  71  Reserve  Offi- 
cers from  various  parts  of  the  Sixth  Corps  Area  ans’”ering  roll  call.  This  total 
included  "both  heavier-than-air  and'  lighter- thah-air  officers  and  one  Medical  Re- 
"serve  Officer  assigned  to  an  Air  Corps  Reserve  Unit. 

She  camp  uas  very  successful  in  the  number  of  hours  floi.m,  the  total  hours 
for  heavier-than-air  officers  being  apnroxiraately  5o9,  and  that  for  lighter- than- 
air  offices.’apjproximately  127.  As  far  as  possible, ' all  officers  were  given  an 
approximately  equal  amount  of  time  on  various  missions,  such  as  loca,l  flights 
and  landing  practice,  formation  flying,  cross-country,  etc.  Planes  were  sent 
out  in  groups  for  cross-country  flights  and  landed,  refueled  and  returned  from 
designated  fields. 

The  training  carmp  was  also  very  successful  in  another  way,  no  accidents  of 
even  a minor  nature  occurring  during  the  entire  period,  which  is  considered  ex- 
ceptional in  view  of  the  advanced  nature  of  many  of  the  flying  missions  perform- 
ed, All  heavier-than-air  officers  desiring  to  fly  in  airships  were  given  that 
opportunity  during  the  two-weeks  period,  several  of  the  flights  being  performed 
at  night  and  especially  enjoyed,  as  the  visibility  was  excellent  and  the  weather 
very  good  at  all  times. 

The  airplanes,  which  were  obtained  from  various  stations  for  use  of  the 
Reserve  officers,  were  ferried  to  their  home  stations  by  pilots  from  those  fields. 

— -oOo 

EM  STATIOE  FOR  FLIGHT  "B"  , 16th  OBS.  SQUADROE 

Flight  "B"  of  the  16th  Observation  Squadron  came  into  being  as  a separate 
organization  when  it  was  sent  to  Fort  Benning,  Ga. , from  Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  to 
be  a -part  of  the  Infantry  School  Detachment.  The  personnel  include  five  offi- 
cers and  27  enlisted  men,  the  officers  being  1st  Lieut.  Lloyd  Barnett  (command- 
ing), 1st  Lieut.  Charles  T.  Skow,  2nd  Lieuts.  Leon  R.  Brownfield,  Charles  H. 
Leitner,  Jr.  (Res.)  and  Glenn  A.  Holland  (Res.).  vTith  the  exception  of  Lieut. 
Leitner,  transferred  from  Jilaxwell  Field,  Ala.  , all  of  these  officers  ca;ne  from 
Fort  Riley,  Kansas. 

Three  0-25  airplanes  are  assigned  to  this  Flight. 

oCo 

lESTRUMSlIT  FLYIEG  BY  PILOTS  III  KAWAIIAIf  DEPT. 

All  pilots  of  the  18th  Cormposite  Urng  in  Hawaii  have  been  directed  to  under- 
go tests  in  instrument  flying.  Hoods  have  been  -provided  for  the  0-19  and  A-3 
types  of  -planes,  and  several  cfualified  instructors  are  on  iiand.  Among  them  is 
Master  Sergeant  John  L.  Uaugh,  who  assisted  J^Iajor  William  C.  Ocker  in  his  instru- 
ment flying  experiments  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas.  "Fnile  low  flying  fogs  are  rare 
in  these  waters,"  says  the  hews  Letter  Corres'pondent , "we  do  have  rains  which 
reduce  visibility  to  zero,  especially  when  flying  over  water  and  out  of  sight  of 
land. " 

oOo 


A ROUSIEG  WELCOME  FOR  HEW  GROUP  COMJvAEDSR 

On  the  occasion  of  the  arrival  in  Hawaii  recently  of  Major  Ernest  Clark, 

Air  Corps,  to  assume  command  of  the  18th  pursuit  Group  at  Wheeler  Field,  this  or- 
ganization turned  out  full  strength  to  fly  an  Aloha  in  his  honor.  Major  Clark 
arrived  on  June  23rd  on  the  Trans^^ort  CHATEAU  THIEPRY.  In  addition  to  other  evo- 
lutions, the  formation  sypelled  successively  the  letters  C-L-A-R-K,  so  that  there 
was  little  doubt  (-provided  the  observer  used  his  imagination  slightly)  for  whom 
the  Aloha  was  intended.  "We  feel  that  Major  Clark  comes  to  the  command  of  a 
live  and  smooth  functioning  unit,"  says  the  News  Letter  Correspondent,  "and  have 
no  doubt  that  under  his  direction  the  Group  will  be  ke-pt  at  its  -oresent  high 
standard  of  morale," 

oOo 

Piloted  by  Capt.  Vincent  J.  Meloy,  the  Chief  of  the  Militia  Bureau,  General 
William  G.  Everson,  left  August  5th  on  an  extended  trip,  involving  a-pproximately 
6,345  miles,  to  ins'oect  various  National  Guard  encamimients  throughout  the  country. 
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■ WEST  POBTT- GRADUATES  DETAILED  TO  THE  AIR  CORPS 

A total  of '89  nowly  coramissioned  second  lieutenants,  Trho  graduated  from 
tLe  United  Statues  Military  Academy  last  June,  or  30  percent  of  the  entire  grad- 
uating class  of  296,  have  been  detailed  to  the  Aiw  Air  Corps  for  the  purpose 
of,  undergoing  flying  training.  Upon  the'  expiration  of  their  graduation  leave 
"on  September  11th  next,  these  officers  are  under  orders  to  report  to  the  Com- 
manding General  of  the  new.  Air  Corps  Training  Center  at  Randolph  Field,  near 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  for  duty  as  stodents. 

These  89  students  received  comissions  in  the  various  branches  of  the  Army, 
except  the  Air  Corps,  as  follows;  Corps  of  Engineer'--,  3;  Cavalry,  10;  Field 
Artillery,  21;  Coast  Artillery,  17;  Infantry,  38.  Under  the  policy  of  the  War 
Department,  based  upon  the  provisions  of  the  Air  Corps  Act,  approved  July  2, 
1926,  no  officers  are  eligible  for  permanent  commissions  in  the  Air  Corps  un- 
less they  are  graduates  of  both  the  Air  Corps  Primary  and  Advanced  Plying 
Schools.  A year  of  intensive  flying  training  is  ahead  of  these  West  Point 
graduates  who  hs.ve  chosen  to  cast  their  lot  with  the  aviation  branch  of  the 
Army,  i.e.,  an  eight  months'  primary  course  at  Randolph  Field  and  a four 
months'  course  at  the  Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

Scanning  over  the  list  of  these  young  officers  who  aspire  to  become  Air 
Corps  pilots,  the  reader  who  is  interested  in  football  may  note  such  familiar 
names  as  Carl  W.  Carlmarlc,  End  of  the  West  Point  team  for  the  last  three 
seasons;  Wendell  ¥.  Rovmian,  veteran  Quarterback;  Cliarles  I.  Humber,  Jr.,  Caipt. 
of  the  1930  team;  Paul  G.  Miller,  Center;  John  C.  Gordon  and  Wm.  L.  Parliara, 
substitute  Guards;  and  George  E.  Fletcher,  substi-tute  End,  The  names  of  those 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  other  lines  of  sports  may  also  be  noted, 
as  follows;  Royden  E.  Beebe,  Polo;  Cliarles  E.  Hoy,  Baseball;  Dean  C.  Strother, 
James  C.  Blanning,  Basketball;  Donald  H.  Yates,  Gymnasium;  Jolm  ,T.  Helms  and 
Arthur  J . Kerwiii,  Jr.,  Tennis;  Richard  S,  Carter,  Hockey;  Andrew  J.  Adams, 
Donald  C.  Little,  William  R.  Woodwan*d  and  Harry  G.  Holler,  Boxing;  Edward  J. 
Timberlake,  Jr.,  Swimming;  Jacob  E.  Smart,  Fencing;  Cornelius  A.  Lichirie, 

Ernest  Moore  and  Ifejviard  IT,  Levenick,  Track;  Charles  F.  Densford,  Pistol; 
Frederick  T.  Berg  and  Robert  F.  Fulton,  Rifle. 

It  is  now  ten  years  since  the  policy  was  inaugurated  of  detailing  West 
Point  Graduates  to  the  Air  Corps  for  flying  training.  Dixring  this  decade  a 
total  of  580  West  Pointers  were  accented  for  detail,  viz;  1922,  16;  1923,  51; 
1924,  61;  1925,  42;  1926,  18;  1927,  30;  1928,  77;  1929,  110;  1930,  86;  1931,  89. 

The  West  Point  gradua-tes  who  will  form  a respectable  percentage  of  the  new 
class  scheduled  to  start  flying  training  at  the  new  Air  Corps  Training  Center 
this  Fall  are  enumerated  below,  as  follows; 


Rahl.c 

Hame 

Rant 

: Hame 

Corns  of  Engineers 

Cavalry 

10 

Marvyn  Lyle  Thoraas 

37 

Cornelius  Ar dal ion  Lichirie 

12 

Gunnard  William  Carlson 

85 

Donald  Horton  Yates 

13  , 

Stephen  Read  Eanmer 

• 89 

James  Bertram  Corbett  . 

Field  Artillery 

108 

Janes  C.  Blanning 

24 

John  Phillips  Daley 

113 

Royden  Eugene  Beebe,  Jr. 

34 

Daniel  Francis  Callahan,  Jr. 

120 

Earle  William  Hockenberry. 

52 

Donald  Cubbison  Little 

128 

Louis  Augustine  Guenther 

67 

A.  J.  McVea 

131 

Milton  Wylie  Arnold 

92 

Hoyt  Daniel  Williams 

146 

Harry  Keppler  Mooney 

107 

William  John  Bell 

150 

Robert  Merrill  Lee 

125 

John  Edvvin  Barr 

Coast  Artillery 

140 

William  Harris  Isbell,  Jr. 

39 

Marcellus  Duffy 

171 

Carl  Wilbert  Carlmark. 

45 

Robert  Alan  StunJcard 

172 

Robert  Leander  Cardell 

55 

Gordon  Aylesworth  Blaise 

183 

Jacob  Edward  Smart 

56 

Joseph  Francis  Carroll 

186 

Irving  William  Jackson 

64 

Phillip  Bessom  Stiness 

187 

Robert  (Qui^^ey  Brown 

71 

Gaspare  Frank  Blunda 

194 

John  W.M.  Read 

78 

Frederick  Theodore  Berg 

199 

Wendell  Washington  Bowman 

91 

Elmo  Clark  Mitchell 

209 

Richard  Spencer  Carter 

101 

Charles  Robert  Bard 

211 

Elmer  Lee  Thompson 

102 

Paul  Gordon  Miller 

219 

Edwin  Anderson  Walker 

. Ill 

Ernest  Moore 

234 

Terrence  R.J.  Hickey 

114 

Chester  Joseph  Diestel 
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Rank  Name 

Coast  Artillery  (Cont'd) 
117  William  Lamar  Parham 
134  David  Worthap  Motherwell 
138  Millard  Chester  Young- 
149  William  Ayres  Hampton 
151  Robert  Preeraan  Pulton  . 
Infantry 

158  Donald  Rosser  Patterson 
162  Dean  Col dwell  Strother 
168  George  i’rederick  Hartman 
174  Richard  Hiingerford  Wise 
176  Jolm  Robert  Skeldon 
181  Maynard  Norwood  Levenick 
184  George  Edward  Pletcher 

195  Lester  Leroy  H.  Eunish 

196  Robert  Edward  Lee  Eaton 
198  Carl  Pillmore  Damberg 
208  Howard  Harrison  Dudley 
210  Hilbert  Pred  l^&ienter 
213  John  Autrey  Peagin 

215  Richard  Klemm  Boyd 

222  Raymond . Taylor  Lester 

223  Charles  Edward  Hoy 
235  Earl  Bradford  Lee'per 
238  John  Clarence  Gordon 


Raiik  ITame 

Inf ant ry  ( C ont  * d) 

240  Artliur  Raphael  Kerwin,  Jr. 
244  Harold  Robert  Dhlman 

246  Andrew  Joseph  Adams 

247  7i ct or  J ame  s MacLaughl in 

248  Charles  Bo^Tman  Dougher 

249  William  Rogers  Woodward 

251  Charles  Ingram  Humber,  Jr, 

252  David  William  Hutchison 

253  Charles  Elder  Prederick 
264  Harry  George  Roller 
268  Van  Hugo  Bond 

271  Gerald  Evan  Williams 

272  Clarence  Dsa-vid  McGowen 
279  James  Thomas  McClellan 
283  William  James  I\fehoney 
285  James  Henry  Carlisle 

'286  Edward  Julius  Timberlake,  Jr, 
, 287  John  Tazewell  Helms 
‘ 289  Theodor  Jacob  Beck 
296  Russell  Hunter  Griffith 
Field  Artillery  (added) 

175  Charles  Prancis  Densford 
177  Leo  Wilbur  Cather 


oOo-*^- 

CRISSi  FIELD  PERSOHm  COVER  MAcHf  MILES 


The  personnel  of  the  91st  Observation  Squadron,  stationed  at  Crissy  Field, 
Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  who  participated  in  the  Air  Corps  Exercises, 
returned  to  their  home  station  after  covering  approximately  10,000  miles.  The 
personnel  of  this  flight  consisted  of  Major  L.W.  McIntosh,  Captains  John  C. 
Kemedy,  John  E.  Uipston,  1st  Lieut,  Ricliard  H.  Dean,  2nd  Lieuts.  Percy  0. 

Brewer,  ^ron  S.  Cooper,  Treiiholm  J.  Meyer,  Jolm  IC.  Poole,  I/jyron  E.  Lackey, 
Laddie  J.  Miller,  Harlow'  B,  Grov;,  Ted  A,  Smith,  Adrian  P.  Wilkinson  and  l^ron  Q. 
Van  Cott,  7/ith  Sergeants  Lessels,  Parrett,  Craig,  Lutes,  Murphy,  Sumners, 
Ethridge,  Blankenship,  Bleeck,  Evans,  Corporals  Hambel  and  Miller,  and  private 
1st  Cl . Drinkwine , Meclianics. 

The  entire  trip  was  made  on  schedule  and  without  injury  to  personnel  or 
equipment,  ' • 

, oOo 

RUllWAY  MARKER  LIGHTS 

Sometime  ago  the  need  became  apparent  for  a type  of  airdrome  light  which 
would  outline  runways  and  indicate  dangerous  ground  areas  but  which  would  not 
form  an  obstacle  to  airplanes  ta2cyihg  or  landing  over  them.  Three  commercial 
types  of  floodli^ts  were  tested  at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio.  These  consisted 
of  an  incandescent  lamp  placed  at  the  focal  point  of  a iparabolic  reflector  and 
housed  in  a water-tight  castijig  fitted  T/ith  a heavy  glass  door.  These  units 
were  installed  with  the  lens  level  with  the  ground,  and  tests  showed  that  the 
light  distribution,  the  beam  being  vertically  upward,  was  not  satisfactory.  One’ 
had  to  fly  fairly  hi^i  above  the  lights  before  they  became  anpparent.  To  a pilot 
flying  low  over  the  field  and  approaching 'from' a side  angle,  they  were  scarcely 
apparent.  ’ ■■  . 

The  Air  Corps  designed  and  tested  a unit  called  a rimway  marker  light.  This 
consists  of  an  incandescent  lamp  placed  in  a glass  cylinder  .which  is  installed 
in  a water-tight,  protective,  metal  casting.  The  cylinder  is  five  inches  in 
diameter,  the  vhole  casting  12  inches  in  diameter,  and  it  extends  four  inches 
above  the  ground  level,  Ihe  metal  cap  which  tops  the  glass  cylinder  and  the 
fact  that  the  cylinder  is  four  feet  above  the  ground  level  causes  a diffusion 
of  the  light  beam  sideways  across  the  level  of  the  field  and  upwards  to  an 
angle. , of  40  degrees,  A white  light  is  used  to'  denote  runways  and  a red  for 
ground  obstacle- marking.  This  type  of  light  has  proved  to  be  the  most  satisfac- 
tory yet  tried  out  for  this  pur'oose. 
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Once  more  it  appears  that  the  Army  Air  Corps  may  take  credit  for  providing 
a solution  to  a problem  connected  with  the  operation  of  aircraft  which  should 
prove  of  benefit  to  aviation  and  aircraft  operators  generally. 

Old  man  "Water- in-the-Gas"  and  his  companion  "Dirt"  are  two  insidious  stow- 
a\7ays  who  have  often  not  only  been  the  cause  of  mental  angaish  on  the  part  of  I 

pilot  and  passengers,  bat  not  infrequently  were  the  indirect  cause  of  disastrous 
forced  landings.  Phere  are  fevi  pilots  of  long  standing  who  cannot  recall  instan- 
ces when  they  were  compelled  to  gaze  helplessly  through  surrounding  mists  at  in- 
hospitable ridges  of  the  Alleghenies,  the  reaching  branches  of  southern  pines, 
or  dark  canyons  and  arid  wastes  of  western  States,  while  their  motor  coughed  a 
wildly  syncopated  rythm  bordering  on  complete  stoppage,  all  because  a thimble- 
full  of  water,  or  a small  qaantity  of  dirt  had  found  its  way  into  the  delicate 
jet  system  of  the  carburetor.  ' 

Formerly  it  was  the  a?Jiiost  universal  custom  to  filter  gasoline  fuel  through 
chamois  strainers  held  in  a fueling  funnel.  Wliile  this  means  is  effective,  it 
is  tediously  slow;  so  much  so,  that  the  -patience  of  normally  trustworthy  mechanics 
was  too  often  tried  to  the  breaking  point,  for  the  chamois  had  a tendency  to  de- 
veloip  mysterious  holes,  the  -presenca  of  which  often  meant  the  difference  between 
getting  to  "chow"  on  time  or  being  forced  to  take  the  "leavings."  In  addition  to 
this  tendency  to  deteriorate,  chamois  filters  are  subject "to  another  undesirable  i 
condition,  the  liability  to  develop  a static  charge  if  the  funnel  is  not  careful-  i 
ly  grounded.  Occasionally  this  will  discharge  in  the  form  of  a spark  at  an  in-  ! 
0"p-portune  time.  Resulting  fires  and  explosions  were  costly  in  cash  as  v/ell  as  ; 
in  singed  eyebrows.  j 

The  troubles  resulting  from  inrpure  gasoline  and  the  necessity  for  guarding 
against  it  have  at  last  been  eliminated , thanks  to  the  inventive  genius  of  1/Iaster 
Sergeant  David  Samiran,  Air  Corps,  whose  gasoline-water  "Segregator"  was  recently 
adopted  as  standard  equipment  by  the  Air  Coips  in  connection  with  aircraft 
refueling. 

Sergeant  Samiran  conceived  the  idea  for  his  device  Tdiile  on  duty  at  France  j; 
Field,  .Panama  Canal  Zone,  in  1924.  IThe  problem  of  wa-ter  in  gasoline  was  at  that  '| 
time  one  of  considerable  local  inrportance  due  to  the  humidity  of  the  climate, the  l 
location  of  France  Field  at  sea,  level  and  the  nature  of  existing  gasoline  storage  ■ 
facilities.  A series  of  forced  landings,  culminating  in  the  fatal  crash  of  a 
Bomber  because  of  water  in  the  fuel,  directed  the  attention  of  local  authorities 
toward  finding  a solution  for  this  -problem.  Sergeant  Samiran,  accordingly , re- 
ceived official  encouragement  and  was  granted  the  use  of  local  machine  shop  j 

facilities  for  working  out  his  ideas. 

After  several  months  of  intensive  effort,  often  working  long  after  dark, 
he  succeeded  in  -producing  a -practical  example  of  his  device,  which  was  promptly 
installed  in  one  of  the  local  gasoline  servicing  trucks.  Kiis  installation  was 
carefully  tested  for  a period  of  months.  An  official  re-port  by  the  officer  in 


charge  contains  the  following -paragra-ph; 

"During  this  four  months’  -period,  several  thousand  gallons  of 
gasoline  were  pumped  through  the  Isolator  (Segregator)  some  of  which  con- . 
tained  rather  a high  -percentage  of  water,  and  it  was  found  to  function 
satisfactorily  at  all  times,  as  it  absolutely  removed  all  water  and  allowed 
only  pure  gasoline  to  reach  our  -planes,  while  other  squadrons  using  the  same 
kind  of  gasoline  but  not  using  the  Fluid  Isolator  (Segregator)  were  having 
frequent  engine  trouble." 

Upon  the  termination  of  his  -period  of  duty  in  Panama,  Sergeant  Samiran  was 
transferred  to  Langley  Field,  Va. , .where  he -continued  his  experiments  through 
another  year,  during  which  time  he  a-p-plied  for  and  obtained  a government  Patent 
on  his  device. 

At  length,  satisfied  that  his  Segregator  was  a-pproaching  perfection,  he  ob- 
tained War  De-partment  orders  to  -proceed  to  the  Ivlateriel  Division  of  the  Air  Corps 
at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  order  to  demonstrate  the  various  examples  of 
the  Segrega-tor  to  the  engineers  of  the  Experim.ental  Engineering  Section.  These 
demonstrations  -proved  so  convincing  that  Sergeant  ^amiran  was  retained  at  Wright 
Field  for  the  -purpose  of  supervising  the  design  and  manufacture  of  a series  of 
Segregators  of  varying  types  for  installation  on  gasoline  .service  tracks,  gasoline 
storage  a'nd  distribution  systems,  hand  refueling  -pumps,  and  in  the  fuel  systems 
of  aircraft.  An  exam-pie  of  the  latter  type  was  fabricated  to  the  special  order  of 


the  ilavy  Department. 

SulDsequent  to  this  development,  a nnmher  of  Segregators  were  distrihated 
for  extended ' service  tests  to  Air  Corps  stations  where  gasoline  is  consumed  in 
large  q-oa,ntities.  The  reports  rendered  at  the  conclusion  of  the  prescribed 
period  indicate  nuqualified  approval,  an  extract  from  one  of  them  reading  as 
follows; 

"1 . Fluid  Segregator  and  valve  assembly'-  referred  to  in  basic  communi- 
cation were  installed  on  the  heavy  duty  refueling  unit  at  this  station,  and  have 
now  been  in  service  three  months.  This  equ.ipment  he,s  proven  entirely  satisfac- 
tory, 

"2.  It  is  recommended  that  this  t3npe  equipment  be  adopted  as  standard 
for  all  refueling  units," 

A similar  report  was  rendered  by  one  of  the  fields  in  California.  Since 
this  report  refers  to  sediment,  it  is  of  interest  to  note  the  following 
paragraphs : 

"1.  Since  the  installation  of  the  Fluid  Segregator  and  valve  assembly 
on  the  heavy  duty  refueling  unit  at  this  station  practicallj’'  no  sediment 
has  been  foimd  in  the  strainers  or  tank  drain- cocks.  There  has  been  no 
trouble  due  to  water  in  the  fuel  systems  of  aircraft  serviced  by  the  heavy 
duty  refueling  unit.  Tie  Fluid  Segregator  is  believed  to  be  more  efficient 
than  the  gasoline  filter. 

"2,  Recommend  that  this  fluid  segregator  be  a.dopted  as  standard  equip- 
ment for  all  Air  Corps  refueling  units." 

The  Materiel  Division  of  the  Air  Corns  recently  procured  a large  number  of 
Segfegators  which  are  being  distributed  to  the  various  Air  Corps  posts  and  depots 
for  installation  as  part  of  their  permanent  gasoline  storage  systems. 

The  development  by  the  Air  Corps  of  Master  Sergeant  Samiran's  invention  is 
an  excellent  example  of  the  benevolent  attitude  assumed  by  the  Govemraeht  toward 
individuals  in  the  services  in  order  to  encourage  inventive  effort  which  might 
contribute  to  the  public  welfare.  Yihile,  under  existing  law,  the  Government 
assumes  unrestricted  right  to  the  use  of  inventions  produced  by  personnel  in 
the  Government  service^  it  stands  read^’’  to  provide  patent  protection  for  the  in- 
ventor on  novel  devices  having  militar^^  value.  It  further  stands  ready  to  pro- 
tect its  interests  \7ith  those  of  the  inventor  in  the  event  that  the  validity  of 
the  patents  should  be  challenged. 

If  the  invention  reqiaires  development  to  bring  it  to  a state  of  usefu.lness, 
the  work  is  conducted  at  Government  exuense  in  Government  laibpratories  under  the 
supervision  of  skilled  Government  engineers.  In  view  of  the  fact  that,  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  the^  inventor  is  financially  incapable  of  developing  his  in- 
vention alone,  this  Governmental  assistance  is  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  him. 
He  retains  at  all  times  full  civil  rights  to  his  patents  and,  providing  it  is 
hot  of  a secret  military  nature,  is  permitted  to  dispose  of  these  rights  at  his 
discretion. 

Successful  inventors  are  rare  birds.  It  is  therefore  interesting  to  delve 
somewhat  into  the  personal  history  of  the  man  responsible  for  the  invention  de- 
scribed in  this  article.  I;Iaster  Sergeant  Samiran  is  a native  of  the  Island  of 
Cyprus.  His  inventive  talent  asserted  itself  at  an  early  age  and,  finding  little 
opportunity  to  exercise  it  within  the  narrow,  limits  of  his  homeland,  he  decided 
to  com.e  to  the  United  States.  The  year  1911  found  him  in  hew  Jork,  with  no 
knowledge  of  the  Er^lish  language,  ^p^ractically  no  money,  and  but  one  or  two 
friends  acquired  during  the  voyage.  He  was  fortunate  in  obtaining  work,  with 
the  aid  of  one  of  these  friends,  as  an  oiler  in  the  engine  room  of  the  old 
Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel.  During  the  six  years  he  remained  there,  he  succeeded  in 
making  himself  so  useful  that  he  eventually  became  assistant- to  the  Chief 
Engineer  and  had  supervision  of  the  extensive  elevator  system.  At  this  time  he 
devised  newr  methods  for  the  repair  and  replacement  of  elevator  cs-bles  which  re- 
sulted in  a considerable  saving  in  time  and  monejr  to  his  enrployers. 

Upon  the  entrance  of  the  United  States  into  the  World  War,  Sergeant  Samiran 
volunteered  for  service  in  the  Aviation  Section  of  the  Signal  Corps.  After  a 
brief  period  of  service  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  he  was  transferred  to  duty  over- 
seas. For  a time  he  served  with  the  1099th  Aero  Repair  Squadron  attached  to  the 
British  Independent  Air  Force  in  France.  Later  he  was  transferred  to  the  Amer- 
ican .Air  Service  and  stationed  at  Colorabey-les- Belles  in  the  Zone  of  Advance, 
where  he  remained  until  the  Armistice. 

At  about  this  time  there  wras  organized  the  American-Pollsh  Typhus  Relief 
Expedition,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  G-ilchrist,  Medical  Corps,  to  assist  the 
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Poles,  with  mch  needed  medical  snpnlies  and  eanipraent,  in  their  desperate  fi^it 
against  the  Polsheviki,  Peeling  an  urge  for  further  adventure,  Samiran  respond- 
ed to  a call  for  volunteers.  He  found  himself  second  senior  noncommissioned  of- 
ficer of  the  expedition,  which  consisted  of  some  500  officers  and  men.  One  of 
the  principal  items  of  equipment  taken  hy  the  expedition  was  800  Ford  ambulances 
and  touring  cars,  which  were  used  in.  transporting  the  other  supplies.  The  expe- 
dition reached  Warsaw,  Poland,  at  that  time  the  objective  of  a Bolshevik  advance, 
and  established  its  headquarters  at  Port  Zegerze  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city. 

As  the  relief  equipment  was  being  turned  over  to  the  hard  pressed  Poles, 
it  was  discovered  that  no  descriptive  matter  was  available  in  any. language  which 
could  be  used  in  instructing  them  in  the  operation  and  maintenance  of  the  Pords. 
Sergeant  Samiran,  \iho  is  an  expert  draughtsman,  accordingly  undertook  to  make  a 
series  of  full  scale  sectional  drawings,  including  one  of  a complete  Pord 
chassis.  Tlie  V70rk  was  performed  on  a wooden  mess  table  largely  by  candle  light 
and  under  severe  winter  conditions.  The  necessary  data  was  obtained  by  measure- 
ment of  the  individual  -parts  from  a chassis  which  was  stri-pped  for  the  purpose. 
Only  the  crudest  drawing  instruments  were  available. 

A few  months  following  his  arrival  at  Wright  Field,  Sergeant  Samiran,  who 
had  -preserved  this  valuable  drawing,  duly  attested  by  the  signature  of  Colonel 
Gilchrist  and  other  officers  of  the  Relief  Expedition,  took  it  to  Detroit  and 
-presented  it  to  Mr.  Henry  Pord  in  the  course  of  a personal  interview  in  the 
latter’s  offices  at  Dearborn.  Mr.  Pord  ex-pressed  the  keenest  satisfaction  at 
receiving  the  drawing,  v/hich  he  stated  would  be  placed  in  his  museum  among 
other  souvenirs  of  the  famous  Model  "T. " He  examined  the  drawing  carefully, 
getting  down  on  his  hands  and  loiees  to  do  so.  Before  Sergeant  Samiran  left, 

Mr.  Pord  presented  him  his  -personal  card  and  autograph  - a procedure  which  is 
said  to  be  very  rare. 

Asked  recently  to  describe  the  o-peration  of  his  device,  the  Sergeant  ex- 
plained that  the  operati'ng  principle  talces  a,dvantage  of  the  natural  tendency  of 
water  and  gasoline  to  se-parate,  due  to  difference  in  s-pecific  gravity.  This 
se-paratio'n  is  facilitated  by  the  s-pecial  design  of  the  interior  of  the  fluid 
chamber  which  directs  the  liquid  flow  so  that  the  water  is  delivered  to  the 
bottom  with  a minimum  of  t-urbulence,  while  the  gasoline  is  dra.wn  off  through  an 
outlet  at  the  top  after  passing  through  an  efficient  sediment  screen.  The  accu- 
mulated water  is  discharged  automatically  by  the  operation  of  a simple,  float 
valve  mechanism  operating  on  the  princi-ple  of  "differential  buoyancy."  Only  one 
moving  -part  is  employed.  The  resulting  simplicity  -permits  interchangeability  of 
many  -parts  of  the  various  models.  The  size  of  the  segregutor  required  for  any 
s'pecific  x^'u.r-pose  is  determined  from  the  volume  and  rate  of  licruid  flow  called 
for. 


"The  design  of  the  various  types  of  Segregator  we  liave  so  far  -produced," 
Sergeant  Samiran  stated,  "were  not  solely  the  result  of  theory  or  laboratory 
tests,  but  are  the  result  of  weeks  and  months  of  actual  cut-aiid-try  experiments 
to  produce  a sim-ple  mechanism  which  \TOuld  be  reliable  in  operation  and  cheaip  to 
manufacture.  So  far  we  have  produced  models  for  installation  on  gasoline  deliv- 
ery tank-trucks,  in  refueling  x'Jit  systems  for  airports,  filling  station  installa- 
tions, storage  systems  and  fuel  systems  of  aircraft  and  motor  boats.  We  have 
also  road-tested  with  highly  satisfactory  results  a model  suitable  for  installa- 
tion on  automobiles.  The-re  is  no  -practical  limitation  to  the  size  the  Segregator] 
can  be  built.  I have  one  which  can  be  readii.y  lolaced  in  the  ^pocket.  Models 
having  an  hourly  ca^pacity  of  thousa’nds  of  gallons,  for  use  at  bulk  loading  -points 
are  contemplated.  There  seems  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Segregator  will 
be  equally  useful  for  the  se-paration  of  water  and  sediment  from  fuel  and  lubri- 
cating oils  of  the  lighter  grades.  I believe  it  to  liave  -possibilities  a.s  a milk 
and  cream  separator.  Other  uses  have  been  suggested  which  a-npear  cable 

but  which  require  investigation." 

oOo 


A tactical  exercise  was  recently  conducted  by  Lieut  .-Col.  G.  C,  Brant,  Con>- 
manding  Officer  of  the  18th  Composite  Wing,  Hawaii,  which  included  a total  of 
56  shi-ps  - 8 Bombers,  16  0-19’ s and  one  Sikorsky  from  Luke  Field,  and  21  Pursuit, 
9 Attack  and  one  Sikorsky  from  Wheeler  Field.  The  exercise  was  a simulated  at- 
tack by  the  entire  Wing  on  the  Island  of  Maui.  Some  valuable  experience  in  co- 
ordination was  gained  and  the  exercise  was  successful,  although  delayed  several 
hours  by  bad  weather  and  hi;^  winds.  The  return  flight  of  the  Wing  was  made 
in  less  than  40  minutes,  riding  the  crest  of  a 60-mile  gale. 
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AIE-COEPS  OFinCEEa  COironCT  GLIDER  EXPERIMENTS 

Three  Air  Coi’ps  officers  from  liT/heeler  Field,  T.H.,  William  A,  Cocke,  Jr., 
William  J.  Scott,  and  John  C.  ■ Crain:^  made  their  first  test  flight  in  their  sail-- 
plane or  glider.  The  glider,  weighed  dom  hy -a  landing  gear  which  ?/ill  he  re- 
moved later,  did, not  remain  , in  the  air  long,  3\it  the  builders  took  several  short 
flights  after  being  towed  across  Wheeler  Field  behind  an  automobile,  in  order 
to  determine  if  there  are  corrections  to  be  made  before  using  the  plane  in  a 
mountain  air  current. 

The  plane  T^as  handled  without  difficulty  by  the  officers,  T/ho  worked  on  its 
construction  for  nearly  a year.  Towed  at  the  end  of  1000  feet  of  wire  cable, 
Lieut,  Crane  wg,s  able  to  got  the  glider  up  to  about  300  feet  on  the  last  test 
flight  of  the  afternoon,  Ee  made  a circle,  followed  by  a letter  *'S",  before 
landing.  Several  shorter  flights  were  made  by  the  three , off icers  from  a tow- 
line  700  feet  long,  No  effort  vras  madA  to  stay  up  long,  "the  purpose'  of,  the 
Initial  tests  being  to  determine  whether  there  are. errors  in  construction  to 
be  remedied.  Apparently  the  flyers  found  none, 

A feature  of  the  te,sts  was' the  use  of  a telephone  line  between  the  tow 
car  and  the  glider.  The  line  w.as  designed  by  Edward  Sorensen  of  the  19th 
Pursuit  Squadron,  The  telephone  wire  was  run  along  the  tow  cable  and  the  driver 
of  the  tow  car  and  pilot  of  the  glider  wore  head  phones.  This  enabled  them  to 
converse  freely  during  the  tow.  The  connection  v;as  broken  when  the  pilot  re- 
leased the  tow  cable,  however. 

The  glider  is  a sailplane  in  type.  It  was  de3ig:aed  by  Lieut,  Cocke,  who 
states  that  he  follov/ed  roughly  the  "lines  of  the  Bowlus'  glider.  This  is  the 
type  of  plane  recently  used  by  Jack  Bar's tov;  of  Point  Loma,  Calif.,  v\rhen  he  set 
an  American  unofficial  record  of  15  hours  and  13  minutes.  The  glider  weighs 
300  pounds  and  has  a wing  spread  of  60  feet  7 inches, 

^his  is  the  third  glider  built  and  flown  at  Wheeler  Field,  Fred  and  Will- 
iam Bushnell,  brothers,  built  and  flew  one  with  smal.l  success  a year  or  more 
ago  while,  in  1924,  one  was  constructed  and  flown  l)y  Lieut,  Sheridan. 

Fuselage  and  wing  are  of  wood  construction,  mostly  spruce.  Metal  fittings 
■'are  also  used.  Lieut,  Cocke  designed  a wing  of  extra  strength  because  of  the 
"bumpy"  wind  encountered  'here,  he  said.  The  ship  has  an  altimeter  and  airspeed 
indicator  in  addition  to  the  usual  controls,  Tlie  cockpit  is  inclosed. 

Light  showers  at  T/heeler  Field  rnude  flying  difficult,  because  the  earth  ' 

.Was  cool  and  there  were  no  rising  air  currents,  the  flyers  reported.  Rough 
terrain  or  a hot,  sandy  soil  is  considered  better  for  gliding,  they  said,  be- 
cause they  crea.te  rising  c\irrents» 

■ irnile  the  flyers  have  no  plans  beyond  enjoying  the  new  sport  in  their  spare 
time,  the  belief  is  that,  if  their  ship  is  a success,  they  will  enter  the  pro- 
posed international  gliding  contests  in  September, 

oOo 

FORT  SILL  FLIERS  SHINE  IN  GLmSRY  AND  BOMBING  PRACTICE 

The  month  of  July  foiuid  the  88th  Observation  Souadron,  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma, 
in  the  throes  of  their  Annual  Gunnery  and  Bombing  Record  practice,  delayed  by 
Aif  Corps  and  Field  Artillery  School  Ivfeneuvers . Denied  the  Fort  Crockett  range, 
they  found  themselves  facing  the  necessity  of  arising  choerfr-'lly  ea.ch  morning  at 
4:15  to  fire  at  daybreak,  atmospheric  conditions  at  Fort  Sill,  being  such  as  to 
render  firing  after  7;45  a.m,  practically  ks^oossible.  According  to  the  News  , 
Letter  correspondent,  residents  of  Fort  Sill  and  vicinity  are  seriously  consider- 
ing signing  a petition  to  abolish  the  Air  Corps, 

In  spite  of  a limited  range  and  time,  the  Squadron  acquitted  itself  remark- 
ably well.  Of  16  pilots  who  completed  the  course,  10  became  Expert  and  6 Sharp- 
shooters. Of  the  10  Experts,  the  fo,llowing  pilots  cracked  the  900  mark:  Lieuts. 
Mitchell,  Dugan,  Fleming,  Rose  and  Ritchie,  Lieut.  Mitchell  leading  v/ith  a 967, 
With  only  6 pilots  left  to  fire,  the  Squadron  exnects  to  complete  a very  satis- 
factory season, 

A 9-ship  formation  flev/  to  Chickasha,  Okla. , on  July  9th  on  the  occasion 
of  the  arrival  of  Post  and  Gatty,  round-the-world  flyers.  This  foimation,  led 
by  Captain  Franlc  H,  Pritchard,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  88th  Observation  Squad- 
ron, took  off  from  Fort  Sill,  GQcla.,  and  returned  thereto  without  making  a 
lauding  at  Chickasha. 
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COUSTRUCTIOU  WORK  AT  SSLFEIDGE  FIELD  WEfli  UUDSR  WAY 

\i 

It  is  a great  satisfaction  to  tlie  memlDers  of  Selfridge  Field,  Mch. , to 
see  the  new  construction  well  under  way.  , Foundations  have  been  laid  for  the 
four  new  hangars,  and  some-  of  the  steel  work-  has  already  been  put  in  place.  i 

The  headquarters  truilding  has  been  conrpleted  to  the  first  floor  and  the  work  is 
progressing  very  raipidly.  The  old  buildings  on  the  post  which  were  in  the  way 
of  the  new  construction  aro  rapidly  being  torn  down  and  should  be  entirely 
cleared  within  the  next  few  weeks.  Eew  construction  necessitated  the  moving  of 
the  Post  Exchange,  and  it  is  now  in  the  build.ing  fon-nerly  occupied  as  an  offi- 
cers* club.  This  location  is  much  more  convenient  for  the  Post  Exchange,  as  it 
is  much  closer  to  the  barracks  and  much  more  accessible  to  all  concerned. 

It  is  expected  that  work  will  shortly  commence  on  the  new  water  system  I 

which  will  give  Self  ridge  Field  an  excellent  supply  of  water  from  the  Citjr  of 
Mt.  Clemens.  This  work  should  be  comp)leted  in  aroproximatcly  one  month. 

Construction  on  the  new  officers'  (quarters  and  noncommissioned  officers* 
quarters  is  progressing  very  satisfactorily  and  should,  without  doubt,  be  com-  ; 
pleted  before  cold  weather  sets  in.  The  work  on  the  sea  wall  is  moving  as 
rapidly  as  can  be  expected,  and  the  fill  is  being  slowly  tut  surely  completed. 

As  soon  as  it  is  properly  settled,  it  is  anticipated  that  it  will  be  leveled 
out,  when  some  work  can  be  started  on  beautification. 

Proposals  for  the  road  work  throughout  the  entire  post  will  be  o^pened  ^ 

shortly,  and  by  the  time  the  snow  flies  there  should  be  an  excellent  system  of 
roads  throughout  the  entire  post  which  will  be  of  great  benefit  during  the 
winter  months.  Beautification  throu^iout  the  officers*  area  is  progressing  very 
well  and  it  'is  hoped  to  have  a good  stand  of  grass  and  lots  of  trees  growing  by 
the  Spring  of  *32. 

oOo— 

THE  PILOT'S  MVIGA.TIOE  HANDBOOK 

The  Weems  System  of  navigation,  122  West  Third  Street,  Los  Angeles,  Calif,, 
through  the  Pilot's  Handbook  Publishing  Co.,  323  Henne  Building,  Los  Angeles, 
have  just  published  the  Pilot's  navigation  Handbook,  designed  to  teach  the  cross  I 
country  pilot  navigation  in  its  -various  phases,  and  to  deter  the  tyro  in  aerial 
naviga,tion  from  attempting  flights  beyond  his  skill  and  experience. 

An  interesting  review  of  the  above  mentioned  Handbook  was  submitted  by  Major 
Follett  Bradley,  Air  Corps,  stationed  at  Langley  Field,  Va.  It  is  regretted  that  j 
lack  of  space  -prevents' the  -publication  of  the  review  in  its  entirety.  Excerpts 
from  same  are  (quoted  below,  as  follows: 

"Around  the  world  in  less  than  nine  days!  How  millions  of  ren,  vrar.cn  and 
youths  all  over  the  world  have  thrilled  at  the  nerve  and  -precision  with  which 
Wiley  Post  and  Harold  Catty  scorned  the  der.ons  of  the  unknown  to  shatter  another  j 
record!  Psychologists  tell  us  that  the  fear  of  the  -unknown  brings  terror  to  man  i 
m.ore  quickly  than  an;'^  other  fear.  Certain  it  is  that  the  pilot  who  does  not 
know  where  he  is,  and  cannot  cquicdcly  determine  his  position  by  recognizing  land- 
marks or  'shooting  a railroad  station'  to  read  its  naxie , is  most  uncor-fortable. 

If  in  addition,  a threatening  storm  or  darkness  be  a-pproaching,  or  if  his  fuel 
be  running  low,  he  will  re  (quire  an  iron  control  of  his  em.otions  to  prevent  stark 
terror  - -panic  from,  engulfing  hiri. 

The  answer  is  obvi(DUS.  The  -pilot  of  an  aircraft  nust  not  be  lost.  He  must 
always  know  just  where  he  is.  If  it  is  only  by  such  knowledge  that  he  can  safely 
complete  his  journey  as  -planned,  or, if  faced  with  a situation  which  prevents  com- 
pletion, can  make  an  intelligent  decision  of  what  is  best  to  do.  Sometimes  he 
should  turn  back,  or  alter  course  to  an  airport  whose  location  he  knovrs.  Some- 
times he  should  land  v^nere  he  is.  Sometimes  he  should  -push  on  - at  least  part 
way.  Always  he  must  know  where  he  is  in  order  to  decide  quickly  and  correctly 
which  course  of  action  he  will  adopt, 

'Ho  longer  is  the  great  problem  facing  aviation  that  of  getting  an  aircraft 
into  the  air  and  kee-ping  it  there.  * ♦ * The  remaining  problems  for  successful 
scheduled  flights  are  principally  those  of  safe  and  accurate  navigation,  includ- 
ing navigation  in  conditions  of  low  visibility. ' 

Although  we  find  in  this  handbook  such  terras  as  declination,  right  ascension, 
dead  reckoning,  azimuth,  etc.,  (if  the  author  did  not  use  them  he  would  have  to 
invent  new  and  -probably  even  more  confusing  terms),  we  are  assured  -ohat  it  'dis- 
penses entirely  with  higher  mathematics,  trigonometry  and  logarithms.  It  -pre- 
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sents  the  entire  science  of  navigation  in  a non-teclinical , easily  comprehensible 
manner,  and  will  prove  of  Inestimable  valne  to  student  and  pilot  alike. * The 
reviewer  agrees  with  these  statements  and  believes' the  author  has  not  overstated 
the  facts  when  he  says  that  ’any  person  of  normal  intelligence  who  has  completed 
a grammar  school  course  is  fitted  to  accomplish  all  the  operations  required  for 
practical  air  navigation.’  The  handbook  has  vrell  accoimilished  its  mission  of 
assisting  the  aerial  navigator  to  master  the  art  of  practical  'flying  from  where 
you  are  to  where  you  want  to  go.’ 

The  Pilot’s  Navigation  Handbook  is  divided  into  seven  parts.  It  has  in  ad- 
dition a complete  set  of  maps  of  the  United  States  on  the  Mercator  Projection. 

>(«  ^ 

The  reviewer  is  tremendous3.y  impressed  with  this  book  and  believes  it  an  in- 
valuable contribution  to  aviation.  Inrperf ections  in  the  first  edition  of  a work 
of  this  nature  are" bound  to  occur,  and  the  remrlmble  thing  about  this  text  is 
that  it  is  so  good  in  its  first  edition.  It  deserves  a -place  in  every  flying 
office  and  in  the  private  library  of  every  pilot  desirous  of  perfecting  himself 
in  cross-country  flying." 

Lieut .-Commander  Philip  Van  Horn  Weems,  United  States  Navy,  principal 
author  and  editor  of  the  Pilot’s  Navigation  Handbook,  and  originator  of  the 
Weems  System  of  Navigation,  taught  aerial  navigation  to  Colonel  Charles  A. 
Lindbergh,  Harold  Catty  and  others.  Harold  Catty,  already  an  experienced  marine 
navigator,  first  lea,rned  the  Weems  System  from  Comri;iander  Weems  and  later  collab- 
orated with  him  in  the  development  of  that  system, 

EtTOCKS  AI®  BOOSTS 

The  Army  Air  Corps  continually  receives  coramoni cat ions  from  various  inter- 
ested individuals,  some  of  them  couched  in  flattering  language  and  others,  to 
use  the  sterbot^^pad . expression  of  the  business  man  these  days,  "not  so  good." 
Just  recently,  Plight  "B"  of  the  16th  Observation  Squadron,  was  attached  to  the 
Infantry  School,  Port  Benning,  Ga. , for  station.  The  fli^t  is  under  the  com- 
mand of  1st  Lieut.  Lloyd  Barnett,  Air  Corps,  who,  in- his  first  news  contribution 
to  the  News  Letter,  states  tlmt  his  little  outfit  has  made  quite  a reputation 
for  itself,  as  evidenced  by  the  large  amount  of  correspondence  which  pours  into 
his  basket  daily  from  "would  be  heroes"  who  want  to  get  a chance  to  fiy  one  of 
"them  thar  airy-planes. " "A  fair  sample,"  Lieut.  Ba.rnett  says,  "appears  below 
(this  letter  loses  most  of  its  forcefulness  when  taken  out  of  its  original  -pen- 
ciled form) : " 

"Thoma.sville,  Ca. 

July  4 /31. 

Dear  Sir:- 

I Received  a Little  Infromation  Last  Night  Prom  2 Boys' on  a Motor-Cycle 
About  Your  Plying  I AM  18  yrs  Old  Weigh  1.30  LBS  I AM  Crazy  about  Plying  And 
if  Thure  Be  any  Possible  Chance  of  Me  Getting  in  Plying  in  The  Army  I Sure 
Would  A 'predate  all  You  Could  Do  Por  Me.  Please  Write  and  Tell  Me  All  The 
Information  You  Can  ABout  The  Army  Air  Coros. 

Res-p  Yours 

(Mr) 

This  letter  Was  Wrote  Between  Lunches  • 

Thes  2 Boys  on  The  Motorcycle  Was  Arn^y'  Boys  Going  to  Jacksonville  Pla." 

Submitting  a new/spa-per  clipping  describing  the  unfortunate  airplane  accident 
at  Brooks  Pield,  Texas,  on  July  isth,  when  a.  collision  in  the  air  resulted  in  the 
death  of  Major  Charles  V.  Ka,rt,  Medical  Corps,  Plight  Surgeon;  Captain  Carlos  J. 
Chamberlain,  New  York  National  Guard;  2nd  Lieut,  K.  Austin  Rogers,  Air  Corps, 
Plying  Instructor,  and  Plying  Cadet  Endicott  Longacre,  Air  Corps,  a,  gentleman 
from  Lynchburg,  Va. , addressed  the  following  conraiunication  to  the  Secretary  of 
War:  ' 

"Hurrah  for  War  Department.  You  .spend  of  the  peoples  money  many  thousands 
of  dollars  in  education  of'  Army  officers  & then  spend  many  thousands  more  for 
airplanes,  then  thru  idiotic  stupidity  send  them  uu  in  the  air  - bump  them  head 
on  & destroy  Doth  precious  and  valuable  lives  & likewise  the  iplanes. 

Apparently  we  are  governed  by  the  r — bunch  of  nuts  on  earth. 

It 
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SERGEMIT  MCHOLS  GOES  TO  THE  GREA-T  BEYOND 


"It  is  appointed  unto  man  once  to  die."  And  through  life  he  goes,  playing 
the  part  that  fate  deals.  Perhaps  he  is  successful  in  attaining  the  goal  that 
he  feels  himself  best  fitted  for,  maybe  not,  but  in  the  end,  regardless  of  ma- 
terial success,  he  is  allotted  his  six  feet  of  sod,  there  to  wait  the  day  of 
Pinal  Reckoning, 

We  feel  that  former  Master  Sergeant  Nichols,  to  whom  this  article  is  dedi- 
cated, was  a man  who  played  the  game  of  life  well  and  succeeded  to  the  extent 
that  he  was  considered  master  of  his  chosen  work,  that  of  parachute  technician. 
His  work  in  this  phase  cf  aviation  had  gained  for  him  nation  wide  fame,  along 
with  a host  of  friends  among  both  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  who  had  taken 
their  course  in  parachutes  under  his  supervision. 

Sergeant  Ert7in  H.  Nichols  was  born  in  the  town  of  Xoraln,  Ohio,  December 
31,  1878,  where  he  completed  high  school  and  went  to  v/ork  as  an  apprentice  in 
a machine  shop  where  he  learned  to  be  an  expert  machinist.'  Early  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  automobile  he  became  interested  in  that  phase  of  mechanics,  and  at 
the  begirming  of  the  war  we  find  him  0"perating  a successful  automobile  basinessi  .. 
of  his  o\m.  But  at  the  call  of  his  country , during  the  early  months  of  the  war 
he  enlisted  January  5,  1S18,  at  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  where  he  served  until  the 
cessation  of  hostilities,  and  was  discharged  as  Ivlaster  Electrician,  These  few 
months  of  army  life  had  revealed  to  him  the  vast  possibilities  offered  by  the 
Army  to  men  who  would  devote  their  time  to  them,  and  it  was  then  that  he  deter- 
mined that  the  rest  of  his  life  would  be  spent  as  that  of  a soldier. 

Just  after  the  war,  exiperiments  were  being  made  with  the  free  releasing 
parachute,  one  that  could  be  used  to  escape  from  a falling  plane,  and  there 
were  many  of  them  in  those  days.  Sgt,  Nichols,  then  on  his  second  enlistment, 
realized  the  tremendous  need  of  such  a safety  device,  and  began  conducting  ex- 
periments of  his  own,  and  records  show  that  he  was  the  fifth  man  to  make  a junro 
from  a plane.  Continuing  his  experiments  and  demo'nstrations,  he  was  able  to 
improve  on  the  parachute,  so  mch  so  that  it  became  an  array  regulation  that  all 
personnel  engaged  in  aerial  work  would  each  wear  a 'chute.  How  well  he  did  his 
work,  and  the  new  im-proveraents  he  devised  are  now  part  of  his  service  record. 

Nor  is  that  the  only  place  we  find  them,  for  the  vast  number  of  men  who  learned 
of  the  parachute  under  his  instruction  are  carrying  on  where  their  Master  left 
them.  Always  conscientious,  exacting,  a hard  worker  and  a true  Soldier,  he  had  | 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  v/ho  knew  him,  and  the  assurance  that  Sergeant 
Nichols  had  supervised  the  packing  of  their  'chute  relieved  the  mind  of  the  most 
skeptical. 

To  the  bereaved  wife  and  relatives,  we  offer  the  sympathy  of  the  entire  Air 
Corps  whose  ranks  received  the  news  of  his  passing  with  heavy  hearts  and  not  a ■ 
few  with  tear- dimed  eyes.  His  work  is  finished.  He  is  sleeping  the  sleep  we 
too  will  soon  enter.  With  the  sounding  of  Taps  at  his  grave  in  the  town  .of  his 
birth,  the  final  chapter  of  the  life  of  a Man  and  a Soldier  will  be  closed;  but 
the  memoi-y  of  him  and  his  achievenients  will  long  linger  with  those  who  knew  and 
loved  him,  , .. 

— PROP  WASH,  Chanute  Field,  111. 


Heart  trouble  and  the  heat  of  Tuesday  morning,  July  14th,  caused  the  sudden  j| 
death  of  Master  Sergeant  Nichols  at  Chamte  Field,  111.,  just  as  he  was  preparing| 
his  last  graduating  parachute  class  of  five  members  to  make  their  jumps.  j 

Sergeant  Nichols  held  patents  on  several  different  types  of  parachutes.  He 
liad  completed  13  years  of  service  in  the  Army,  most  of  it  s'pent  in  parachute  : 
training.  He  was  the  first  parachute  instructor  in  the  Air  Corps,  and  \7as  known  - 
as  the  "daddy"  of  'chute  instructors,  since  all  instructors  in  parachutes  in  the 
United  States  Army  were  either  his  pupils  or  pupils  of  some  of  his  pupils.  He 
was  in  charge  of  parachute  training  at  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  for  a number 
of  years  and  served  a tour  of  duty  in  the  Philippines,  where  he  carried  on  his 
parachute  training  work  in  his  customary  vigorous  manner. 

On  the  evening  of  July  15th,  the  entire  Mechanics  Section  of  the  Air  Corps  ' 
Technical  School  escorted  the  body  of  Sergeant  Nichols  to  the  train  which  ■vvas  to  i 
carry  it  to  its  final  resting  place  at  Lorain,  Ohio.  Deep  was  the  sorrow  of  eacbji 
and  every  man  in  the  procession.  As  the  train  was  leaving  the  station,  taps  were  j 
sounded,  while  high  overhead  four  planes,  flying  in  "V"  formation,  with  the  place |j 
of  the  fifth  ship  vacant,  droned  a farewell  to  the  man  who  labored  unceasingly  ;i 
to  promote  greater  safety  in  flying. 
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TEE  EAISEISLD  AIR  DEPOT 


Several  years  ago  th^e  people  of  Dayton  made  a notaole  gift  of  4,549-^-  acres 
of  land,  approximately  seven  square  miles,  to  the  Government  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  at  the  home  city  of  the  Wright  Brothers  an  army  air  base  that 
would  stand  as  a permenent  memorial  to  them  and  their  flying  achievement,  A 
tract  known  to  all  as  Wilbur  Wright  Field,  which  had  served  as  a flight  training 
field  during  the .war,  was  included  in  the  gift.  The  whole  reservation,  it  was 
decided  at  the  time,  would  be  known  as  Wright  Field  in  honor  of  both  Wilbur  and 
Orville  Wright  and  it  was  so  dedicated- ip  1927,  Personnel  and  equipment  of  the 
Materiel  Division,  McCook  Field,  moved  into  new  buildings  prepared  to  receive 
them.  The  Materiel 'Division  and  its  new  flying  field  occupied  747  acres  at  the 
extreme  western  point  of  Wright  Field,  Wliat  of  the  rest  of  the  tract?  ^iihat  of 
the  old  Wilbur  Wright  flying  field  which  had  lain  at  the  eastern  point?  TiThat  of 
the  portion  called  "Fairfield"  where  one  knev/  that  people  continued  to  work  and 
flying  still  took  pd ace?  Wliat  relation  did  these  bear  to  the  Materiel  Division 
which  occupied  the  new  buildings  and  just  what  did  the  Materiel  Division  include 
and  signify?  There  were  but  vague  answers  for  these  questions  in  the, minds  of 
most  people  and  they,  still  remain  vague  even  to  many  of  those  who  travel  daily 
to  and  from  the  big  Government  reservation  in  pursuit  of  their  occupations.  An 
interesting  story  lies  in  the  answers,  especially  when  it  is  realized  that  at 
present  the  reservation  is  the  home  of  two  large  and  distinctive  organizations, 
the  lesser  known  of  the  two,  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  though  technically  operating 
under  the  direction  of  the  Materiel  Division,  being  of  sufficient  size,  import- 
ance and  independence  to  cla.ira  enormous  prestige  of  its  own  were  it  situated 
500  miles  away  - that  is,  were  it  not  placed  so  directly  in  the,  overshadowing 
importance  of  its  parent,  the  Materiel  Division, 

As  to  size,  it  suffers  nothing  by.  comparison.  We  have  stated  that  of  the 
4,549^  acres  donated  to  the  Government,  747  acres  at  thevestern  end  were  allot- 
ted to  the  Materiel  Division  for  her  laboratories,  test  rigs,  administration 
and  other  buildings,  and  .a  flying  field,  Fairfield  Air  Depot  was  allotted  910 
acres  lying  at  the  extreme  eastern  end  of  the  reservation.  This  included  the 
old  Wilbur  Wright  Flying  Field.  Also  the  2,893  unassigned  acres  which  place 
the  two  organizations  3^  miles  apart  have  since  come  under  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot  causing  the  bulk  of  its  ter-' 
ritory  to  loom  large,  indeed,  as  contrasted  not  only  with  that  of  the  Materiel 
Division  organization  but  with  that  of  most  Air  Corps-  organizations  throughout 
the  country. 

Besides  having  control  of  several  thousand  acres  of  ground,  the  Fairfield 
Air  Depot  has  on  this  ground  121  "buildings;  102  are  temporary  structures  and 
19  permanent.  The  permanent  buildings  include  one  warehouse  with  233,992  sq.ft, 
of  floor  space,  and  other  warehouses,  hangars,  transformer  building,  engineer- 
ing factory,  gasoline  stations,  gasoline  control  house,  officers*  quarters,  etc. 
Gradually  the  temporary  buildings  are  being  replaced  by  permanent  ones,  the 
most  iip-^to-date  Of  their  kind  for  efficient  depot  operations.  In  those  build- 
ings approximately  525  persons  are  employed,  including  twelve  officers  and  twen- 
ty-three enlisted  men.  Major  A.L.  Sneed  serves  as  Commanding  Officer,  Lt.-Col, 
L.E.  Goodier  is  in  charge  of  ordnance  and  chemical  warfare  and  Major  Malcolm 
Grow  is  Medical  Officer,  Captain  Edward  Lauglilln  is  in  charge  of  engineering, 
under  which  is  included  airplane  and  engine  repair,  machine  shop  work,  final 
assembly,  parachute  issue  and  repair,  and  reclamation  projects,  Lieut,  G»V, 
MePike  looks  after  the  warehouses,  inspection  of  materials  and  local  issue  of 
supplies. 

To  make  perfectly  clear  the  standing  and  growth  of  this  busily  operating 
and  little  known  depot  takes  a slight  unfolding  of  history.  Back  in  tlanuary, 
1918,  a small  aircraft  service  section  was  established  at  Wilbur  Wright  Field, 
then  busily  engaged  in  teaching  cadets  to  fly  so  that  they  might  enter  the  War, 
Its  name  was  "Wilbur  Wright  Air  Service  Depot",  Although- Wilbur  Wright  Field 
as  a flight  training  base  ceased  to  exist  shortly  after  the.  close  of  the  War,- 
the  v/ork  of  disposing  of  excess  war  materials  being  taken  over  by  this  station- 
Wilbur  Wright  Air  Service  Depot  lived  on,  its  work  of  repairing  and  overhauling 
aircraft  and  equipment  and  supplying  spare  parts  growing  in  magnitude  and 
importance, 

By  January,  1920,  this  work  had  so  increased  that  the  Sect! on .needed  its 
own  post  office  address  and  the  name  was  changed  to  "Air  Service  Supply  and 

-296-  V-6167,A,C. 


Repair  Depot",  the  name  of  the  omall  tov/n  adjoining,  "Dairfield,  Ohio",  "being 
addedo  This  title  was  hut  two  days  old,  however,  v;hen  an  order  was  received 
revising  it  to  "Aviation  General  Supply  Depot,  Fairfield,  Ohio,  (Wilhur  Wright  i- 
Field)",  this  seeming  to  indicate  that  in  the  minds  of  the  authorities  the  lusty 
infant  v/as  not  yet  strong  enough  to  he  cut  off  completely  from  the  parent  stem,, 

In  January,  1921,  there  was  a further  promotion.  In  order  that  the  nation’s 
various  Air  Corps  flying  fields  and  stations  might  keep  not  only  properly  sup- 
plied with  necessary  aircraft  and  equipment,  hut  that  both  aircraft  and  equip- 
ment might  he  maintained  in  the  best  state  of  repair,  the  War  Department  under- 
took the  zoning  of  the  United  States,  establishing  six  main  supply  depots.  The 
"Feirfield  Air  Intermediate  Depot"  became  one  of  these.  The  other  five  were 
Middletown  Air  Depot  at  Middletown,  Pa,;  Eocln7ell  Air  Depot  at  Coronado,  Cali- 
fornia; San  Antonio  Air  Depot  at  San  Antonio,  Texas;  Scott  Field  Air  Depot  at 
Belleville,  111,  and  Little  Rock  Air  Depot  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  • Since 
then  the  Little  Rock  Air  Depot  has  been  discontinued,  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot 
acting  as  supply  source  to  this  zone,  and  Scott  Field,  which  distributes  only 
balloon  and  airship  supplies,  has  been  made  an  auxiliary  depot  to  Fairfield, 

Hence  by  process  of  elimination  we  now  have  the  fifty  odd  Air  Corps  fields  and 
activities  in  the  United  States  drarwing  for  their  aircraft  and  aircraft  supplies  : 
on  four  great  sources;  Middletown  Air  Depot,  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Rocla7ell  Air  , 
Depot,  and  Fairfield  Air  Depot;  and  the  vastest  of  these  is  Fairfield, 

Middletown  feeds  New  England,  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia;  San  An- 
tonio feeds  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Colorado,  Nev?  Mexico,  Arizona;  Rockwell  feeds  Cali-  , 
fornia,  Washington,  Oregon,  Nevada,  Utali,  Idaho,  Montana  and  Wyoming;  and  Fair- 
field  feeds  Ohio,  Kentucky,  West  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Ten-  : 
nessee,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida,  Louisiana, Mississippi , Arkansas,  Missouri,  ! 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Kansas,  Nebrasliia.,  North  Dacota,  South  Dakota,  Minnesota,  !■ 

lovra,  Wisconsin  and  Michigan  - a total  of  twenty-three  out  of  our  forty-eight  j 
states. 

In  this  Fairfield  arqa  there  are  25  stations  to  be  served  tand  more  than 
400  airplanes  to  be  maintained.  Of  these  stations,  nine  are  regular  Army -sta- 
tions, nine  are  National  Guard  and  seven  Air  Corps  Reserve  Officers’  fields. 
Engines  for  these  planes  must  be  systematically  overhauled.  Instruments  must 
be  repaired  or  replaced  when  damaged.  Spare  parts  of  all  sorts,  from  tires  and 
piston  rings  to  ten-penny  nails,  must  be  supplied.  These  are  but  a few  of  the 
many  functions  which  the  Fairfield  jlir  Depot  performs  for  25  activities  scat- 
tered tlirough  23  States,  It  is  easy  to  believe  with  these  figures  in  mind  that,  : 
in  the  year  1930,  6021  tons  of  material  passed  in  and  out  of  this  depot  in 
shipments,  ...  | 

Let  us  return,  however,  to  o-ur  history.  It  was  not  surpri sing, perhaps , !| 

that  from  1921  on  one  heard  less  and  less  of  Wilbur  Wright  Field,  of  which 
Fairfield  Air  Depot  had  once  been  a small  section,  nor  that  its  identity  should  j 
finally  be  lost  in  the  merger  with  the  larger  Wright  Field,  It- had  served  its 
purpose.  The  absorption  of  Fairfield  by  the  great  new  field, • hov/ever,  was  not  | 
such  a simple  proposition,  even  though,  since  Fairfield  as  well  as  the  other 
three  great  supply  depots  form  part  of  the  feteriel  Division  organization,  such 
an  absorption  was  at  first  contemplated,  and  perhaps  it  is  as  well  Just  here  to 
get  clear,  the  relationship  betv/een  the  two  organizations.  The  Materiel  Division 
is  that  branch  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  which  is  concerned  with  everything  "mater- 
ial", used  by  the  Air  Corps,  as  contrasted  with  the  training,  care  and  handling 
of  personnel,  or  the  working  out  of  tactical  operations  of  craft  on  the  gro-und  i 
or  in  the  air,  the  word, "Materiel"  being  borrov/ed  from  the  French  as  being  more 
broadly  inclusive  than  our  English  equivalent.  The  Materiel  Division  is  charged 
with  the  development,  testing,  -perfecting,  procurement  in  quantity  for  service 
use  of  all  materials  or  articles  for  the  Air  Corps,  whether  they  be  -hangars, 
gasoline,  airplanes,  parachute  silk,  or  simple  bolts.  This  work  of  experimenta- 
tion, testing,  and  procurement  is  carried  on  at  the  Materiel  Division  Laborator- 
ies, The  work  of  following  the  finished  article  or  material  out  into  the  ser- 
vice, of  keeping  it  in  first-class  condition,  repairing  it  when  necessa,ry,  main- 
taining it  so  that  it  may  give  the  utmost  in  the  way  of  safety,  d'urabilits’’  and 
efficiency  until  ready  for  the  scrap  heap,  of  keeping  each  station  properly  sup- 
plied with  its  operating  needs,  this  work  is  also  the  fi-inction  of  the  Materiel 
Division,  but  she  gives  it  in  charge  to  the  four  great  supply  depots  established  , 
for  the  purpose,  the  nearest  being  Fairfield,  3-^  miles  distant,  the  farthest 
being  Rockwell  Air  Depot,  2400  miles  distant,  each  working  independently  under 
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the  direction  of  ita^'Ov/ii  Coii3mondin<=’  pfficpr.  Logically  there  seems  no  reason 
why  Fairfield  Air  Dppot-  should,  ho  ahsorhed  hy  Wright  Field  any  more  than  that 
Rock\7ell  Air  Depot  should  he  so  ahsorhed,  Q,uite  aside  from  logic,  however, 
there  were  practical  reasons  for  raahing  such  absorption  impossible.  To  have 
attempted  to  route  through  a coinmon  receiving  station  known  as  "Wright  Field", 
the  vast  amount  of  supplies  and  correspondence  intended  for  and  emanating  from 
the  Fairfield  Air  Depot  would  have  resulted  in  confusion,  loss  of  time  and  the 
utter  defeat  of  efficiency-,  , Oradually  therefore,  since  1927,  instead  of  merg- 
ing, the.  separate  identities , of  the  two  organizations  have  shown  a tendency  to 
become  more  marked,  until  at  present  Wright  Field  is -generally  understood  to 
refer  to  the  747  acres  where  the  Materiel  Division  and  its  splendid- flying  field 
are  located,  while  "Fairfield" , refers  to  the  910  acres  assigned  to  the  Fairfield 
Air  Depot  as  well  as  to  the  2693  imassigned  acres  which  lie  adjacent  to  and  for 
the  most  part  on  the  same  s-ide;.of  Springfield  Pike  as  Fairfield,  and  which  are 
for  that  reason  placed  under  Fairfield  jurisdiction.  These  unassigned  acres, 
mostly  marsh  land,  are  cut  hy  the  2-mile  speed  course  used  hy  the  Wright  Field 
test  pilots  in  running  speed  tests  on  nev/  airplanes  - among  the  m*ost  picture- 
sque of  all  flying  tests.  The  whole  great  tract  In  fact  offers  splendid  facil- 
ities for  test  flying. 

During  the  calendar  year  of  1930,  168  airplanes,  including  bombardment, 
attack,  observation,  pursuit,  transport  and  ex;perimG.ntal  types,  and  511  aircraft 
engines  were  overhauled  at  Fairfield.  The  following  statistics  are  for  February 
1931,  and  present  a typical  though  only  partial  .picture  of  one  month's  activi- 
ties at  the  Depot,  21  airplanes  received' major- overhaul , and  7,  minor  overhaul, 
involving  a total  of  20,7364-  man  hours  of  labor. 

59  engines  received  major  overhaul  and  36,  minor  overhaul,  involving  a 
total  of  6,929-|:  man  hours  of  labor, 

5029  spark  plugs  were  dismantled  and  cleaned,  3,257  of  them  being  foimd 
serviceable, 

1*603  gallons  of  oil  were  reclaimed, 

593,060  pounds  of • shipments  were  received. 

312,371  pounds  of  shipments  were  sent  out, 

. Property  valued  at  $28,640  was  pl.aced  on  survey. 

Five  temporary  buildings  were  dismantled  during  the  month. 

The  number  of  flying  hours  put  in  by  the  Depot  officers  in  testing  planes 
after  overhaul,  repair,  or  change  of  equipment  and  in  ferrying  them  to  the  var- 
ious fields  and  stations  for  delivery,  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  Major  Sneed 
is.aslcii^g  for  approximately  3000  flying  hours  for  the  year  beginning  July  1st 
in  order  that  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot  requirements  .may  b e met. 

To  have  made  a place  for  two  such  organizations  as  the  Materiel  Division, 
the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States,  and  Fairfield  Ai-r  Depot,  one  of 
the  four  great  sources  of  Air  Corps  Supply, •■'may  Well  be  a som’ce  of  pride  to 
any  community  and  Dayton  is  entitled  to  such  gratification, 

oOo . 

PRAISE  FOR  mTIOKAL  GUARD  PHOTOGRAPHIC  SECTIOH 

In  a recent  comiminication  to  the  Chief  of  the  Militia  Bureau,  Mr.  W .A. 
Taylor,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  U.S.  Dept,  of  Agriculture,  states: 

"Mr._  S.K.  wycoff , field  supervisor  of  the  Western  Officse  of  our  Division  of 
Blister  Rust  Uontrol,  has  brought  to  my  attention  the  aerial  photographs  furnish- 
ed him  by  the  llSth  Photo  Section,  41st  Division,  Washington  national  Guard,  sta- 
tioned at  Felts  Field,  Parkwater,  Washington. 

On  Feoruary  14th,  a flight  was  made  under  adverse  conditions.  Guided  only 
by  a small  hand  map,  the  flight  officer  flew  to  an  area  of  white  pine  blister 
ri.ist  infection  in  Idaho  and  so  cured  pictures  which  have  been  of  great  value  to 
this  Bureau.  Other  va,luable  pictures  have  also  been  furnished  our  Western  Office 
of  Blister  Rust  Control  v/hich  could  be  secured  only  from  the  air. 

Aerial  photographs  and  mosaic  maps  have  furnished  us  infoniiation  which  could 
otherwise  have  been  secured  only  by  a very  exxoensive  ground  surveys.  These  maps 
and  Tphotographs  are  a valuable  aid  in  furthering  the  progress  of  blister  rust 
control  work  in  the  region. 

, I extend  my  most  sincere  tlianks  for  the  fine  spirit  of  cooperation  shown  by 
Major  C.V.  Haynes,  Commandant,  and  the  entire  personnel  of  the  116th  Photo  Sec- 
tiph  in  aiding  the  Western  Office  of  Blister  Rust  Control  in  their  work." 
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THS  THIG-&ER  ROLL  III  PISTOL  SHOOT IHG 
By  Lieut,  J.L,  Hitcliings,  A,0.  ■ 

••  ■ (The  loth' arA'icle  of  this  series, ) 

It  was  formerly  Believed,  that  good  form  in  pistol  shooting  consisted 
chiefly  in  the  avoidance  of  flinching,  and  that  the  one  f-ondamental  rule  of 
good  pistol  shooting  was  to  squeez'e  the  trigger  so  that  -you  did  not  know  when 
the  gun  was  going  off.  In  target  work  however,  we  avoid  flinching  By  coi-ninencing 
our  shooting  with  a. ,22  caliBer  weapon;  and,  By  the  time  we  are  ready  to  progress 
to  the  Big  Bores,  we  not  only,  in  making  our*  most  accurate  shots,  laiow  exactly  j 
when  the  gun  is  going- off , But anticipate  the  explosion  with  pleasure  instead  of 
fear.  And  By  that  time  our  mind  has  Become  so  occupied  with  the  successful 
application  of  the  rules  of  technique  tha,t  switching  to  the  larger  calibres 
does  not  Bother  us,  I make  these  statements  with  fear  and  tremBling,  lest  I 
shall  Be  misunderstood,  and  I hasten  to  add  two  provisos;  First,  in  starting 
men  out  with  the  .45  automatic,  no  previous  instruction  with  a ,22  have  Been 
given,  flinching  is  the  outstanding  difficulty,  and  can  Be  Best  avoided  By 
teaching  them  to  squeeze  the  trigger  so  they  do  not  Imow  when  the  gun  is  going  ; 

off;  Second,  perfect-  control  of  the  timing  of  the  let-off  is  the  highest 
achievement  in  pistol  shooting,  and  is  not  always  oBtainaBle  By  even  the  Best 
shots.  V/hen  an  attempt  is  made  to  obtain  it  at  a sacrifice  of  the  correct, 
slow,  even  trigger  squeeze,  the  result  is  invariably  a wild  shot. 

To  my  mind,  the  most  important  factor  in  pistol  shooting  is  getting  a ! 

correct  and  uniform  grip.  If  all  parts  of  the -hand  are  correctly  placed  on  j 

the  pistol,  if  the  tensions  on  them  are  correctly  Balanced,  and  if  the  same  | 

amount  of  tension  is  exerted  for  each  shot,  we  find  the  trigger  squeeze  a very 
easy  matter.  If,  hov/over,  we. vary  either  the  positions  or  the  tension  involved, 
in  our  grip,  the  trigger  ipull  seems  to  vary  in  weight,  and  we  freeze  on  certain 
shots,  - that  is,  we  have  difficulty  in  getting  our  shots  off.  An  incorrect 
or^varied -position  of  the  Body  will  also  affect  our  total  nervous  tension,  and 
thus  the  ease  of  let-off;  But  a good  position  is  more  readily  attained  than  a 
good  grip,  and  a properly  coached  Beginner  soon  falls  into  the  correct  position 
aut  omat  i cal  ly , 

The  more  drooped  the  vnrist,,  the  more  tense  tB.e  v;rist,  and  the  more  diffi- 
cult the  trigger  pull.  Thus,  in  shooting  an  automatic  pistol  with  the  straight 
wrist  position  required  By  its  stock,  we  can  cope  without  difficulty  with  a 
four -pound  pull,  which  feels = no  heavier  than  the  two-pound  pull  on  a single  shot 
target  pistol.  This  is  a decided  advantage  for  the  automatic.  But  does  not, 
in  the  opinion  of  experts,  compensate  for  the  loss  of  the  extremely  accurate 
drooped-wrist  position*  In  the  drooped  wrist  position,  it  may  Be  added,  the 
trigger  pull  is  not  straight  Back,  as  with  an  automatic,  and  this  increases  the 
difficulty, 

hue  to  the  trigger  pull  not. Being  straight  Back  on  a true  target  pistol, 
it  is  necessary  to  execute  a maneuver  known  as  the  trigger  roll.  In  this  , 
maneuver,  the  TRIGGER  EIHGER  IS  C0HTRACT.EI5,  TEHLIHG  TO  BRING  IT  UP  AND  BACK;" 

BUT  AT  THE  SAME  TIJ/IE  IT  IS  ROLLED  DOWNITARD  IN  SUCH  Ml4NNSR  THAT  THE  POINT  OF 
PRESSURE  ON  THE  TRIGGER  MOVES  FROM  THE  MIDDLE  DOWN  TOWARD  THE  TIP.  THIS 
INCREASES  THE  LEVERAGE.  JUID  LIGHTENS  THE  EFFECTIVE  TRIGGER  PULL. 

Any  discussion  of  the  trigger  squeeze  must  include  a discussion  of  the 
pressui-es  exerted  By  various  parts  of  the  hand  up  to  the  instant  of  let-off. 

For  obviously,  if  only  the  pressure  on  th.G  trigger  were  increased,  the  entire 
pistol  would  simply  move  Backward,  There  are  two  methods  in  vogue  of  control- 
ling pressure  in  the  grip  during  the  trigger  squeeze;  these  will  now  Be  taken 
up  in  detail. 

The  first  metliod  is  to  squeeze  the  thumb  and  trigger  finger  together,,  at 
the  sarae  time  executing  the  trigger  roll,  letting  the  other  pressures  in  the 
hand  take  care  of  themselves.  This  is  tlie  simplest  method  to  start  on.  The 
Beginner  will,  however,  soon  progress  to  the  more  advanced  method,  \7hen  diffi- 
culty is  .experienced  in  getting  off  the  shot,  many  authorities  recommend  firing 
the  pistol  with  the  thumb;  that  is,  consciously  increasing  the  forward  pressure 
on  the  thumb,  causing  the  pressure  on  the  trigger  finger  to  Be  increased 
subconsciously. 

The  second  method  is  to  SQUEEZE  THE  TRIGG:SR  FINGER  AND  SECONI)  FINGER  TO- 
GETHER, AT  THE  SAME  TIME  EXECUTING  THE  TRIGGER  ROLL.  .This  sounds  easy.  But  try 
itl  Difficult  as  it  is  of  execution,  it  embodies  what  is  Believed  to  Be  a 
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correct  principle,  namely,  tha)t'  the  •FliTAL  PRESSURE  EXSRTED  OU  THE  TRIGGER 
SHOULD  BE  STRAIGHT  TO  THE  REAR^  For  dn  the  preceding  method,  excessive  right 
'pressure  on  the  thumh  will  tend  to  make  the  shot  go  high-right,  while  excessive 
left  pressure  on ’‘the  trigger  wili-'make  the  shot  go  low-left;  and  even' with  the 
greatest  care,  it'i's  extremely  'difficult  to  keep  the  two  pressures  halanced. 
With  the  method  under  discussion,  however j'  this  difficulty  is  obviated,  for 
although  we  start  with  balanced  opposing  pressures ’ of  .thumb .and  trigger ’finger , 
we  do  not  change  these  pressures  during  the  squeeze.  What  makes  this  method  so 
hard  to  achieve  is  that  a little-used  muscle  between  the  trigger  ..finger  and 
second  finger  must  be  developed ';bef ore  it  can  be  used  successfully,'  In.  prac- 
tice, this  method  is  only  partially  attained,  the  entire  gun  being  subjected 
to  a slight  set  back,  and  the  pressure  of  the  palm  thus  slightly  increased. 

This  increase  in^palm  pressure,  however,  does  no  harm  as  long  as  it  follows 
the  increase  iri  pressure  on  the  trigger  finger.  But  if  you  throw  your  palm 
consciously  into  the  squeeze,  look  for  high-right  "unaccountables" , This 
method  is  believed  the  best* 

Hote  that  in  both  of  these  methods,  a general  tightening  of  the  hand  is 
not  advocated,  'The  old  method  of  "closing  your  hand  as  though  squeezing  a 
lemon",  is  out 'and  out  to  stay* ' Dr,  Calkins,  the  eminent  pistol  expert,  states 
that-his  grip  is  not  completely  relaxed,  that  he  uses  a certain  amount  of  gen- 
eral pressure  in  his  grip,  but  that  he, puts  this  pressure  on  at  the  outset, 
and  does  not  increase-  it  during  the  trigger  squeeze. 

In  applying.- these  rules,  as  in  applying  those  of  position  and  of  grip, 
strive  for  uniformity  and  for  relaxs,tiona  You  will  never  attain  complete  re- 
laxation; but  the  ?more  you  attain  without  sacrificing  good  form  the  hi^er 
will  be 'your  scores. 

As  may  be  guessed  from- the  above  discussion,  the  present  technique  of 
shooting  a target  pistol  is, far  more  intricate  than  that  of  shooting  an  auto- 
, matic.  This  may- serve;  to  explain  to  the  reader  why  a target  shot  can  always 
pickup  an  autom.atic  and, m$l^e  scores  with-it  that  are  creditable  for  an  auto- 
matic, while  a m.an  . trained  only  with  automatics  can  not  at  first  hit  anything 
with  a target  pist.ol.  Fencers  tell  us  that  to  learn  to  use  the  saber,  one 
should  first  learn  to  use  the  foil,  Similarly,  to  become  a really  good  mili- 
tary pistol  shot,  One  should- first  learn  to  shoot  the  .22  single  shot  target 
pistol.  And  many  a mediocre  military  shot,  who  has  apparently  reached  an  un- 
satisfactory peak  in  shooting  the  service  automqti.c,  could  become  a really 
excellent  shot  with  it  if  he  would  buy  a ,22  single-shot,  target  pistol  and 
learn  how  to  shoot,  . - 

Tlie  subject  of  the  trigger,  squeeze  will  be  discussed  further  in  the  next 
article, 

' ' _ oOo—  ■ 

- rapid  PLIGHT  BY  ApULAHCE  AJRPLAEE  - 

, An  hour -and  a half  after  word  was  recently  received  at  Brooks  Field,  Texas, 
that  Henry  Clagett,  7«Hyear  old  son  of  Lieut. -^Col.  -and ’Mrs.  Clagett,  "was  suffer- 
- ing  frqm.  acute  ap-pendicitis  at  a boy's  camp  near. Hunt,  Texas,  the  boy  was  on 
.the  operating:  table  at  the  station  haspital  at  Fort  Sam  Heuston,  Texas.  The 
-Kelly  Field  ambplance  plane  landed  at  Dodd  Field  an  hour  and  20  minutes  after 
taking  off,  and  when  the  youngster  was  taken  to -the  hospital  everything  was  in 
readiness  for  the  operation.,:  It  was  reported  that  the  operation  was  performed 
successfi^ly  but  that ' the  patient  was  threatened  v/ith  ipneumonia. 

It  is  sincerely  hoped  that:  the  yoimg  man  is  no^  well  on  the  road  to  com- 
plete recovery, 

oOo — - - 

A FAST  OHE  THAT  NEVER  REACHED  THE  HOMe' PLATE 

Captain  Frank  H.  Pritchard,  ,the  nevj  skipper  of  the  88th  Observation  Squad- 
ron^ at  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma,  shortly  following  his  arrival,  donned  his  trusty 
flying  suit  and  repaired  to  the  parachute  room  to  draw  a chute  and  perform  a 
little  plain  and . fancy , flying.  . Imagine  his  embarrassment  when  the  Private  on 
duty  as  over  lord  of  the  parachute  roomi-’-not  to  be  fooled  by  these  F.A.  officers 
mooching  rides,  slowed,  him  up  with  the; .'following;  "Never- mind  drawing  a chute, 
Sir,  your  pilot' "will,  take  care  of  you  when  you.  report  to,  the  ship."  The  Private 
is  expected  to  recover. 
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PHOTOMETIIIC  OTilEL  COMPLETED 

^ A=  M.  Jacobs  i.' 

A 260~foot  .tuiiiiel  for  the  testing  of  various  types-  of  aircraft  lights,  in- 
cluding beacons,"  floodlights,  landing  lights  and  aihdrolne.' ’marker  and  boundary 
lights. was  recently  set  up  in  the  basement  of  the  main  laboratory  at  Wri^t 
Pield,  Payton,  Ohio*  Constiucted  of  galvanized  sheet  metal,  painted  black  on 
the  inner,  side,  , this  tunnel  when  all  li^ts  are  turned  off  is  darker  than  any 
nij^t.  At  one  end  is  a platform,  eight  feet  in  diameter,  upon  which  the  li^t 
to  be  tested  is  mounted,  which  revolves,  and  which  may  -be  raised  or  lowered  any 
amount  desired  to  bring  the  li^it  beam  in  a direct  line  with  a photometer,  the 
instrument  used  for  measuring  the  light  intensity.  Ihe  photometer  is’  mounted 
on  a truck  which  grooves .on  rails  and  may  be  brought  as  close  as  four  feet  or  as 
far  distant  as  250., fee i down  the.  tunnel  from' the  li^t.  Black  screens,  with 
center  circular  cut-^outs  decreasing,  in  diameter  are  placed  at  regular  intervals 
down  the  length  of  the  tunnel.  Ihese  screens  are  for  the  imrpose  of  shutting 
away  from  the  photometer  the  diffused  rays  of  light  and  focusing  upon  it  the 
direct  beam.  Since  the  xolatform  revolves,'  the  light  may  be  .tested  from  all 
sides  and  it  can  be  ‘so  mounted  as- to  be.  tilted  to  any  angle. 

ihe  routine  testing  of  various  kinds  of  li^ts  in  use  by  the  whole  Air 
Cor-ps  is  carried  on  in  this  tunnel « But  routine  testing  is  exceeded  in  amount 
by  the  testing  of  new  and  exiperimental  types  of  li^^ts.  Formerly  the  proper 
mounting  of  these  lights  and  the  obtaining  of  satisfactory  test  data  concerning 
them  Was  a long-drawn-out  business.  In  the  photometric  two  men  can  do  the  work 
in  two  or  three  hours  which  fonaerly  required  eight  to  ten  hours  to  complete. 
Five  times  the  accuracy  over  old  methods  of  testing  is  obtained  with  30  ]percent 
of  the  labor.  Ihe.  present  type  of  -pbo  tome  ter  achieves  accuracy  within  a margin 
of  two  percent,  , A new  type  of  photometer  is  being  installed,  however,  which 
will  test  within  an  accuracy  of  one  percent  and  cut  the  time  of  testing  again 
in  half.  This  aioplies  equally  to  two-mllion  candleTpower  beacons,  red  or  green 
navigation  lights,  and  low  r)OT?sr  boundary  lights.' 

On  the  beacon  at  -pi^esent  installed  on  the  platform,  an  experimental  type, 
four  separate,  tests  are  being  run;  one  with  beam  s'pread  vertically,  one  v/ith 
split  beam,  one, without  lens,  and  one  with  a new  type  of  pressed  glass  lens. 
Recently  a new  type  of 'airplane  landing  light  was  received  in  the  tunnel  for 
testing  which,.- .;Consuming  but  one-fifth  of  the  energy  of  the  two-^million  candle- 
power  beacon,  gave  one-half  the  light  intensity.  It  is  uipon  the  report  of  these 
tests  that  decisions  as  to  the  adoption  of  lights  for  standard  Air  Corps  use 
largely  de-pend, 

;•  , , — .oOo— 

A SIMPLE  MATTER  OF  A LITTLE  TIME 

■‘Li.eut.  Isaac  J.  Williams,  Air  CorxDS-,  recently  .demonstrated  just  how  this 
matter  of  time  conservation  should  be  carried  outl  He  and  Lieut.  A.L.  Smith, 
■both  stationed  at  Crissy  Field,  Presidio,  of  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  received  or- 
■ders  to  proceed  to  RockvTell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif.,  and  ferry  to  their  home 
station  two  CU25A  planes.  Inexperienced  in  the  tricks  of  the  trade,  Lieut. 

Smith  .'immediately  started  teloxDhoning  for  tickets,  reservation,  ..etc, , and, 
finally,  barely  made  the  6;45  train. -for  San  Biego,  being  s ciieduled  to  arrive 
there  at  12:15  the  next  day.  Oia.  the  other  hand,  no  one  could  tell  from  observa- 
tion that  Lieut.  Williams  was  even  conteimplating  a trip.  Bright  and  early  the 
next  morning,  however,  he  saun-bered  down  to  the  Oakland' Airport , leisurely 
seated  himself  in  a Ford  tri-motor,  and  took  off,  arriving  in  San  Diego  in  time 
to  have  lunch  and  then  meet  Lieut. 'Smith  at  the  train,  "That’s  what  we  call 
modern  travel,"  says  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent.'  "They  returned  together, 
arriving  at  Cipissy  in  time  for  dinner . We  feel  justified  in  quoting  at  this 
time  ’There  ain’t  ho  flies  on  Ike.,-! " 

oOo— 

'■’first  FATAL  ACCIDEHT  F.0R.THE  15TH  OBSERVATION  SQ:fjABROH 

The  record  of  the  15th  Observation  Squadron,  Scott  'Field,  111. , for  having 
no  serious  injuries  in  airxDlane  crashes  was  ended  oh  the  morning  of  August  3rd, 
when  one  of  its  planes  crashed  at  Camp  Skeel,  Mich.  Second  Lieut.  Harold  W. 
Grant,  the  pilot,  was  seriously  Injured,  and  CorxDoral  John  W.  Gibson,  27th 

-301-  V-6167,  A.C. 


Pursuit  Scjuadroia,  Self  ridge  Field,  who  was  riding  as  a passenger,  died  a few 
minutes  after  the  crash.  Ihis  is  the  first  airplane  crash  resulting  in  casual- 
ties to  personnel  which  occurred .in  the  15th  Squadron  since  its  reconstitution 
in  May,  1928. 

Lieut.  Grant  had  flown  from  Scott  Field  to  Camp  Skeel,  Qsooida,  Mch.,  the 
previous  day  for  the  purpose  of  taking  aerial  ^^inery  training.  ■ He  was  in  his; 
first  series  of  practice  runs'  and  was  attempting  an  at  tank  with  a' 180-degree 
turn  when  the  accident  occurred.  In  making  this  turn  he  lost  too  much  speed'.-,-'  '■ 
and  the  plane  went  into  a spih.  He  was  ferried  to  :Self ridge  Field  in  a trans- 
port plane  immediately  following  the  accident.  • 

Lieut.  Grant  joined  the  Squadron  over  two  years /ago', ; and  cormpleted  the 
Communications  course  at  Chanute  Field  in  June.- 

oOo 

CRISSY  FIELD  PILOTS  COJiPLETE  AERIAL  GUIIMRY  PRACTICE  . . ■ 

The  ann-ual  aerial  gunnery  firing  was  recently  completed  by  the  pilots  sta-^ 
tioned  at  Crissy  F-Ield,.  Presidio  of  San.  Francisco , Calif.  Both  front; and  rear 
guns  were  firedj  and  a good  showing  was  made  by  a hi^  -percentage  of  the-  quali- 
fied gunners.  On  the  pilots*  course,  Captain  Kennedy,  Lieuts.  Bobzi'en,  Lackey 
and  Van  Cott  made  Expert-;  Captains  Prosser,  Upston,  Lieuts.  Brown  and  Cooper, 
Sharpshooter,  and  Captain  Kraus,  Lieuts.  Miller,  Poole,  Jenlcins,  Wallace  and 
Clinch,  Marksman.  The  ground  courses  were  fired  at,%ther  Field  and  the  air 
courses  were  accomplished  over  the  Pacific,  while  dodging  fishing  boats  and- fog. 

In  the  ODservers’  Course,  Captain  Upston,  Lieuts.  Poole,  Grow,  Wilkinson  and 
Van  Cott  qualified  as  Experts;  Lieuts.  Bobzien  and  Miller  as  Sharpshooters,  and 
Captain  Kraus,  Lieuts.  &’own  and  Clinch  as  I./Iarksmen, 

oOo 

PURSUITERS  IITSPECT  GIAITT  AIRSHIP 

The  First  Pursuit  Group,  Self ridge  Field,  Mich.,  consisting  of  two  Squadrons 
of  12  -planes  each,  and  accompanied  by  Major  George  H.  Brett,  Post  Commander,  re-  J 
cently  paid  a visit  to  Akron,  Ohio,  for  the  dual  purpose  of  inspecting  the  new  ^ " 
Navy  dirigible,'  the  U.S.S.  AiSROlT,  and  to  welcome  the  Ford  Reliability  Tour  and 
accompany  them  on  their  last  lap  from  Alcron  to  tlie  Ford  Airport  at  Dearborn, Mich. 

While  at  Alcron  the  personnel  of  the  Group  and  the  members  of  the  Ford 
Reliability  Tour  were  guests  at  a luncheon  given  by  the  Akron  Chamber  of  Commerce 
at  the  Airport,  On  the  return  tri-o  the  Groun  flew  over  the  Airport  at  IVIansf ield, 
Ohio,  during  the  dedication  of  a nev7  airport  at  that  place.  After  landing  at 
the  Ford  Aiiqport,  the  Group  -pi^oceeded  to  Flint,  Mich.,  putting  on  a short  demon- 
stration over  that  city  in- connection  with  ceremonies  being  held  at  the  airport. 
The  new  Westinghouse  Command  radio  sets  were  used  during  this  flight  for  the 
purpose  of  Group  radio  control  and  they  worked  out  satisfactorily. 

— oOo 

RESERVE  -OFFICERS  TRAI'HING  CAMP  AT  SELFRIDGE  FIELD,  MICH.  ' ■ 

The  first  of  the  Fifth  Corps  Area  Reserve  Officers  Training  Camps  commenced 
at  Self ridge  Field  on  August  2nd,  a total  of  50  Reservists  reporting  for  the  an- 
nual two  weeks*  training.  In  spite- of  the-  obstacles  placed  in  its  v/ay,  the 
Reserve  camp  is  conducting  itself  in  an  excellent  manner  and  has  accomplished  a 
lot  of  good  energetic  \vork.  Flying  had  to  be  done  on  the  west  end  of  the  field, 
a considerable  distance  from  the  new  constiuction,  and  it  has  been  carried 
through  in  an  efficient  maimer, 

— i-oOo- — 

■ PURSUIT  GROUP  RADIO  BUGS  EXTEED  GLAD  HAIID  TO  LIEUT. LOWRY  : 

Lieut,  Lowry,  Group  Communications  Officer  at  Self ridge  Fibld,  Mich.,  re- 
cently spent  a week  at  the  radio  frequency  laboratory  located  at  Boonton,  E, J . , 
testing  various  radio  and  antenna  installations  for  P-12  airplanes.  Lieut. Lowry 
returned  full  of  information  regarding  the  latest  discoveries  in  the  field  of 
airplane  radio  and  was  greeted  enthusiastically  by  all  of  the  radio  bugs  on 
the  post. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT  ORDERS  AEEECTING  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS 

CHANGES  OF  STATION;  To  Chapman  Field,  Miami,  Fla.;  Captain  Earl  S,  Hoag, 

Brooks  Field. 

To  Itoiwell  Field.  Ala.;  Ca-:taln  Floyd  E.  Ge.lloway,  from  Bownan  Field,  Ky.; 

1st  Lieut.  Lloyd  C.  Blackhurn,  Langley  Field. 

To  Randolijh  Field,  Texas;  1st  Lieut.  Reuhen  D.  Biggs  from  Panama;  1st  Lt. 
To\vnsend  Griffiss,  Ma^rch  Field. 

To  Kferch  Field.  Calif . ; 1st  Lieut.  John  G.  Moore,  Panama;  1st  Lieut. 

Stewart  W.  Towle,  Hasraii.  I 

To  Hawaiian  Deuartment;  (Sailing  about  Nov.  27th)  1st  Lieut,  Otto  P, 
feyland,  Kelly  Field;  2nd  Lieut,  Guy  F.  Hicks,  Dodd  Field.  (Sailing  Dec.  1st) 

1st  Lieut s.  Gourtland  M.  Brown,  Chanute  Field;  Fred  A,  Ingalls,  Scott  Field; 

2nd  Lieut.  John  M.  Sterling,  Selfridge  Field.  (Sailing  Dec.  23rd)  2nd  Lieut.  I 

Walter  S.  Lee,  Fort  Crockett,  Texas. 

To  Panama  Ca'tial  Dept.  ; (Sailing  Dec,  11th)  1st  Lieut.  James  G.  Pratt, 

Langley  Field;  2nd  Lieut.  Charles  B.  Overacker,  Chanute  Field.  ! 

To  Chanute  Field , 111  ♦ ; 2nd  Lieut.  Carl  R.  Storrie,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  j 

Texas . , as  s'^dent  Maintenance  Engineering  Course;  2nd  Lieut.  George  R.Bienfang,  .1 
Scott  Field,  as  student  Aircraft  Armament  Course,  A.C.  Technical  School.  | 

To.  Mather  Field,  Calif. ; Captain  Horace  N.  Heisen,  Hawaiian  De-pt . 

To  .Fort  Bragg.  N.C.;  2nd  Lieut,  Robert  W.  Stewart,  Chanute  Field.' 

To  March  Field.  Calif. ; 1st  Lieuts.  John  H.  Dalligan,  Joe  L.Loutzenheiser, 
Edgar  T.  Noyes,  2nd  Lieut.  James  F.  Walsh,  from  Hawaiian  Department. 

To,  Materiel  Division.  Wright  Field.  0.;  1st  Lieut.  John  F.  Whiteley,  from 
Fort  Crockett,  Texas. 

To  Brooks  Field.  Texas;  Cant.  Wm.  B.  Ifeyer,  from  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas 

To  Fort  Leavenworth.  Kansas;  Capt,  Wm.  E.  Fax-thing,  Office  Chief  of  the 
Air  Corps,  for  duty  as  Instructor;  Captain  Wm.  S.  Lynd,  Mather  Field,  for  duty 
Qs  student,  1931-33  Course. 

To  Bowman  Field,  Louisville , Ky. ; 1st  Lieut,  Wm.  W.  Welsh,  Kelly  Field. 

To  Scott  Field.  IlT. ; tejor  Norman  W.  Peek,  Hqrs.  3rd  C.A.,  Baltimore, Md. 

To  Paris,  France;  Lieut. -Col,  Frank  P.  La-hm,  Hqrs.  9th  Corps  Area,  for  i 

duty  as  Assistant  Military  Attache  for  Air.  I 

To  Fitzsimmons  General  Hospital , Denver.  Colo.  Capt.  Captain  Charles  B.B.  || 
Bubb,  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  i 

DETAILED  TO  THE  AIR  CORPS. and  to  Air  Coros  Training  Center,  Randolph  Field, 
Texas,  for  flying  training;  (Oct.  15th)  1st  Lieut.  John  H.  Hinds,  Field 
Artillery;  1st  Lieut,  Harold  J.  Conway,  Ordnance  Dept.;  2nd  Lieut.  Charles  T. 
Arnett,  Infantry;  2nd  Lieut.  Mershon  L.  Skinner,  Infantry.  'i 

TRANSFERRED  TO  THE  AIR  CORPS;  1st  Lieut.  Robert  C.  Oliver,  Field  Artillery,  ;] 
July  nth,  rank  May  18,  1928;  1st  Lieut.  Chanles  P.  Cabell,  Field  Artillery,  ;! 

July  nth,  rank  from  November  1,  1930. 

PROMOTIONS;  To  Lieut  .-Colonel ; J/feijor  Jolni  D.  Reardan,  ranlc  August  1,  1931;  ; 

to  Major  - Captain  Hubert  V.  Hopicins , rank  July  18,  1931;  To  Captain  - 1st  Lts. 
Samuel  G.  Frierson,  rank  July  15th;  Phillips  Melville,  rank  July  18th;  John  G. 
Williams,  William  C.  Morris  and  Albert  3.  Pitts,  rank  August  1st. 

Orders  assigning  JVIajor  George  E.  Lovell,  Jr, , Langley  Field,  to  Air  Corps 
Tactical  School,  Maxwell  Field,  Ala.,  revoked,  I 

. oOo— — ' 

On  July  SOth,  a squadron  of  the  1st  Pursuit  Grou^x,  Self  ridge  Field,  led  by 
Major  Gerald  E.  Brower,  put  on  a demonstration  formation  over  the  home  of  Major 
General  George  Squier,  U.S.A.  Retired,  near  Dryden,  Mich.,  the  General  having 
just  returned  from  a tour  of  Eu/rope. 

Construction  work  on  nine  new  buildings  for  Wright  Field  was  started  on 
July  1st,  These  include  a torque  stand,  oil  storage  building,  aerial  way  en- 
closure, dynamometer  storage,  ammunition  magazine  building,  short  wave  beacon 
building,  tool  and  process  building,  repair  construction  for  generator  power 
house,  and  Maintenance  Building  No,  2.  It  is  expected  these  buildings  will  be 
completed  by  the  first  of  the  year. 
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San  Antonio  Air  Depot.  Duncan  Field.  Texas , July  14th; 

Tho  following  officers  woro  visitors  on  July  7th,  attending  the  regular 
monthly  conference  at  this  Depot  ‘on  Air  Corps  supply  and  engineering  matters 
in  the  Depot's  Area;-  Captain  Morris  Berman  and  Lieut.  R.G.  Harris  from  Kelly 
Field;  Captains  C.E.  Giffin  and  G.W,  Polk, Jr,,  from  Brooks  Field;  Captain  S,J, 
Idzorek  and  Lieut,  T.H,  Landon  from  Ft, Crockett,  Texas;  Lieuts.  A.S,  Alhro  and 
H.A.  Bartron  from  Randolph  Field;  Lieuts,  LeRoy  Hudson  and  J.P.  Hewherry  from 
Ft,  Sam  Houston  (Dodd  Field),  and  Lieut.  Earle  T,  Showalter,  36th  Division  Avi- 
ation, Texas  National  Guard,  Houston.  Following  the  conference,  luncheon  was 
given  at  the  Depot  for  the  visitors,  at  which  Brigadier-General  Charles  H,  Dan- 
forth,  Commanding  General  of  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  was  also  a guest. 

Congratulations  are  extended  to  Capt,  Edward  Y,  Harheck,  Jr.,  A.C,,  of 
this  Depot,  on  his  promotion  to  that  rank  on  July  6th. 

Capt.  Warner  B,  Gates,  A.C.,  was  relieved  on  July  7th  from  assignment  and 
duty  at  this  Depot  and  assigned  to  the  A.C.  Primary  Flying  School  at  Brooks 
Field  for  duty  as  student.  Capt,  Gates  was  on  duty  at  this  Depot  as  Adjutant, 
since  Feh.  25,  1930.  The  personnel  of  the  Depot  sincerely  regret  losing  Capt, 
and  Mrs,  Gates  and  their  small  daughter,  Patricia  Ann,  and  wish  them  every  suc- 
cess in  their  ne?/  activity, 

Maj,  Fred  H.  Coleman,  Chief,  Field  Service  Section,  A.C.  Materiel  Division, 
Wright  Field,  Ohio,  favored  this  Depot  with  a visit  in  the  course  of  his  three- 
day  inspection  of  the  Fields  in  the  vicinity,  July  9th  to  11th, 

Lieut,  Charles  E.  Thomas,  Jr,,  Depot ' Supply  Officer,  left  July  14th  on 
cross-country  to  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  to  confer  with  personnel  of  the  A.C.  Mater- 
iel Division  regarding  the  contemplated  consolidation  of  the  Station  Supply  and 
Depot  Supply  Departments  of  this  Depot, 

Lieut,  John  W.  Dean,  A.C.  Res.,  of  San  Antonio,  and  of  the  Civil  , Service 
at  this  Depot,  hegan  a 14-day  tour  of  active  dtity  at  the  Depot  on  July  6th, 

During  the  month  of  June,  the  Engineering  Department  of  the  San  Antonio 
Air  Depot  overhauled  and  repaired  the  follov/ing  airplanes  and  engines ;- 

Airplanes  overhauled  - 1 A-3B,  1 0-2H,  2 0-17,  1 0'-19B,  1 P-IE,  1 P-12B, 

1 PW-9D,  1 BT-1,  1 BT-2,  S PT-3,  8 PT-3A;  total,  26. 

Airplanes  repaired  - 3 A-33,  33-3,  1 LB-6,  1 LB-7,  1 YlC-14,  5 DH-4M1, 

4 0-2H,  2 0-19B,  1 0-25A,  1 P-IC,  1 BT-1,  3 BT-2B,  1 FT -3,  4 yPT-6,  1 YF-1, 

1 NR,  total,  33. 

Engines  overhauled  - 12  Curtiss  D-12,  25  Wright  J-5,  7 Wright  J-6,  7 Wasp, 

2 Kinner;  total,  53, 

Engines  repaired  - 13  Liberty,  5 Curtiss  D-12,  2 Wasp,  2 Wright  J-5;‘^otal, 

22. 

Pope  Field.  Fort  Bragg.  N.C..  July  27th.! 

Lieut.  Edward  Hillery  was  placed  on  Detached  Service  as  an  Instructor  with 
the^ Reserve  Officers  Training  Camp,  held  at  Candler  Field,  Atlant.a,  Ga,  He 
will  continue  on  this  status  until  the  end  of  the  camp  in  August, 

Lieuts,  Peter  Skanse  and  L.A.  Duncan  took  part  in  cooperative  missions  with 
the  Coast  Artillery  at  Ft,  Barrancas,  Fla,  Lieut.  Skanse  remained  at  the  Fort 
from  July  Ist  to  the  14th,  being  occupied  with  tov/  target  missio-gs,  Lieut,  Dm- 
can,  accompanied  by  Lieut,  William  Turnbull,  remained  from  the  2nd, of  July  un- 
til the  5th,  the  specific  mission  being  spotting  for  the  Artillery  and  night- 
flying  for  the  anti-aircraft. 

Several  radio  contact  missions  were  flown  in  preparakion  for  the  Reserve 
Officer  Training  at  Fort  Bragg,  beginning  July  26th.  Successful  missions  were 
carried  out  with  two-way  radio,  one-v;ay  radio  and  panels,  and  drop  and  pick-up 
messages. 

Routine  night  flying  missions  were  flown,  in  preparation  for  night  patrols, 
and  night  radio  work, 

Fairfield  Air  Depot,  Fairfield.  Ohio,  July  27th: 

Maj,  A,L.  Sneed  returned  July  18th  from  Crissy  Field,  where  he  delivered 
an  airplane  overhauled  at  this  Station. 
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Lieut.  Donald  R.  Goodrich,  who  reported  July  17th  for  duty,  v^ras  assigned  as 
Post  Adjutant, 

Lieut.  P.M.  Zeigler  retiirned  from  Bolling  Field,  July  Mth,  ferrying  an 
airpla,ne  to  this  station  for  overhaul-. 

Lieut.  F.Fi,  Glantzherg  ferried  an  0-25A  airplane  from  Ft.  Benning,  Ga. , 
to  this  station  for  overhaul, 

Capt.  John  L.  Corhett,  Q.M.C,,  returned  July  26th  after  spending  a ten- 
day  leave  of  absence  in  Washington,  D.C,  : 

Capt.  Richard  M.  Harnett,  Air-Res,,  reported  July  20th  for  a period  of 
two-weeks'  active  duty  training.  - 

All  offices  in  Headqucirters  Building  v/ere  newly  painted,  and  the  floor  of 
the  Main  Office  covered  vdth  new  linoleum,  . 

Among  those  visiting  this  station  during  the  past  two  weeks,  the  following 
were  noted; 

Capt,  King,  Lieuts,  Persons  and  Tyndall,  Roberts  Field,  Birmingham,  Ala., 
July  12th,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  and  ferrying  to  their  home  station  0-11 
airplanes  which  had  been  given  major  overhauls  at  this  station;  Lieuts,  Johnson, 
Lowry  and  Coolidge,  Selfridge  Field,  July  15th,  to  ferry  back  three  P-12C's 
which  had  undergone  major  overhauls  at  this  station;  Maj.  H.C.  Kress  Muhlenberg, 
Air  Officer,  5th  Corps  Area,  July  15th, on  a c.  'ss-comitry  mission;  Capt,  E.L, 
Eubank,  Langley  Field,  Va, , on  cross-country  flight  on  July  20th;  Lieuts,  Lid- 
ster  and  Sailor,  Scott  Field,  and  Lieuts,  Shepherd  and  Tally,  Chanute  Field, 

July  22nd,  ferrying  airplanes  to  this  station,  for  major  overhauls, 

Scott  Field.  Belleville.  111.,  July  22nd; 

Several  additional  officers  departed  recently,  for  the  gunnery  training  at 
Camp  Skeel,  Oscoda,  Mich,,  replacing  those  pilots  and  observers  who  completed 
the  firing  of  the  prescribed  course.  Several  more. weeks  will  be  required  to 
give  all  officers  of  this  station  the  opportunity  of  firing  the  course  at  the 
camp,  . . . , . 

The  schedule  of  the  Post  Intercompany  Baseball  League  was  interrupted  by 
the  duties  attendant  on  the  Reserve  Officers  Training  Camp, 

The  9th  Airship  Co.  is  in  the  lead,  having  won  the  three  games  it  has 
played  thus  far.  The  15th  Obs.  Sqdn.  and  Staff  teams  are  tied  with  two  victor- 
ies and  two  defeats  each.  The  24th  Airship  Service  Co,  trails  with  three  de- 
feats. ■ ■ ! 

The  following  Air  Corps  Reserve  Officers,  having  completed  their  tours  of  | 
extended  active  duty,  departed  recently  from  this  station;^  2nd  Lieuts.  William  j 
J,H.  Broderick,  Olin  L.  Day,  Eugene  M.  Kruse,  Eric  K,  Shilling,  Will  C.  Sievert, | 
and  Sheldon  B,  Yoder,  ' ! 

Scott  Field,  Belleville.  111,.  July  29th; 

Maj.  Norman  W.  Peek,  relieved  from  duty  at  the  Headquarters  of  the  2nd  I 
Corps  Area,  Baltimore,  Md, , is  due  to  report  to  this  station  for  duty,  about 
Sept,  12th,  following  his  leave  of  absence* 

■ Capt,  Philip  Schneeberger , a recent  graduate  of  the  Army  Industrial  College,! 
Washington,  D.C.,  reported  to  this  station  for  duty  on  July  26th, 

A free  balloon,  \Yith  Capt,  Sclmo.eberger  and  /Jar, Officer  Lassiter  as  pilots, 
and  three  enlisted  men  as  passengers,  made  a training  flight  on  the  morning  of 
July  29th,  The  flight  was  made  under  the  provisions  of  Circular  50-2,  O.C.A.C., 
for  maintenance  of  proficiency  of  pilots.  The  balloon  landed  at  Pierron,  111., 
and  was  returned  to  the  field  by  truck.  Several  other  balloons  will  be  sent 
out  for  the  same  purpose  in  the  near  future. 

Airships  at  this  station  were  flown  on  several  cross-country  flights  during 
the  month  for  training  of  Reseri^-e  officers  and  for  practice  for  pilots  regularly 
stationed  at  the  field,  Tlie  TC-10-253  has  made  the  following  flights,  July  1st 
Mt,  Carmel,  111.,  Capts.  Koenig  and  Schofield,  pilots, 

July  2nd,  Nev/ton,  111.,  Lieut.'  Cressy  and  Sgt.  Rumpel,  pilots. 

July  3rd,  Virginia,  111.,  Capts,  Bushey  and  Schofield,  pilots, 

July  6th,  Fayville,  111.,  Capt.  Bowling  and  Yifar.  Of  fleer  Lassiter,  pilots, 

July  7th,  Salem,  111,,  Lieuts,  Ingalls  and  Finley,  pilots. 

July  9th,  Springfield,  111,,  Lieuts.  Ingalls  and  Yotz,  pilots, 

July  9th,  (night  cross-country)  Sgt.  Brown  and  Lieut,  .Cannon,  pilots, 
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July  loth,  Springfield,  111.,  Capt,  Bowling  and  Lieut,  Cannon,  pilots, 

July  13th,  Carbondale,  111.,  Lieuts.  Cressy  and  Binley,  pilots, 

July  i4th,  Effingham,  111,,  Capt,  Schofield  and  ¥ar. Officer  Lassiter,  pilots. 
July  1.6th,  Mt.  Vernon,  111,,  Capt.  ^Koenig  and  Lieut,  Edwards,  pilots, 

.Ju?i.y  16th,  (night  cross-country)  Sgt,  Bro^m  and  Lieut,  Yotz,  pilots. 

July  17th,  Springfield,  111.,  War.  Officer  Lassiter  and  Lieut,  Cannon,  pilots. 
July  24th,  Vandalia,  111,,  Capt,  Johnston  and  Vfer.  Officer  Lassiter,  pilots, 
July  27th,  Springfield,  111,,  Lieuts.  Cressy  and  Ingalls,  pilots. 

The  TC-6-241  has  made  the  following  cross-country  flights  during  the  month, 
in  addition  to  flights  made  for  bombing  practice: 

July  7th,  Vandalia,  111.,  Lieuts.  Cressey  and  Yotz,  pilots, 

July  loth,  Jacksonville,  111,.,  Capt.  Bushey  and  Lieut,  Finley,  pilots. 

July  14th,  Marion,  111,,  Capt,  Bushey  and  Lieut,  Yotz,  pilots, 

Lieut.  Selzer  with  Lieut,  Chetlain  as  passengers,  left  July  24th  for  Camp 
Skeel , -Oscoda,  Mich.,  flying  an  0-19  plane.  It  is  expected  that  when  Lieut, 
Selzer  returns  he  will  bring  with  him  Capt,  Holden,  who  for  the  past  month  has 
been  at  Camp  Skeel  directing  the  firing  of  the  course  in  Aerial  C-unnery  by 
pilots  and  observers  from  this  station. 

Two  games  were  played  in  the  Inter-company  Baseball  League  this  week,  the 
15th  Squadron  defeating  the  9th  Airship  Co.,  15  to  10,,  and  the  Staff  defeating 
the  24th  Airship  Service  Co. , 13  to  6, 

• Previous  to  their  defeat  this  week  by  the  i5th  Obs,  Sqdn, ’ te^,  the  9th 
Airship  Co, -team  had  not  lost  a game  this  season.  The  standing  of  the  two  lead- 
ing teams  is  now  as  follows:  9th  Ash, Col, wen  3, lost  1;  15th  Obs,  Sqdn. , won 
3,  lost  2, . 

Lawson  Field,  -Et,  Benning,  Ga, , July  20th;. 

The  end  of  May  saw  "Flight  'B*  of  the  16th",  pretty  well  through  the  throes 
of  organization  and  occupancy,  and  we  now  boast  a smooth  running  organization 
under  the  guidance  of  Lieut,  Barnett, 

At  present  we  are  somewhat  handicapped  in  our  training  schedule  by  a short- 
age of  ships  - two  of  them  being  at  Dayton  for  overhaul,  Tliey  will  soon  be  back, 
however,  and  we  can  continue  our  "dali-dit-dah"  ' along  with  our  other  missions. 

Doming  the  month  of  June  we  were  honored  by  visits  from  Brig. -Gen,  Benjamin 
D,  Foulois,  Asst.  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps;  Maj.-Gen.  Steven  0.  Fuqua,  Chief  of 
Infantry  and  the  Hon,  Patrick  J.  Hurley,  Secretary  of  ttfar.  Brig, -Gen,  Campbell 
King,  Commandant  of  the  Infantry  School,  also  paid  us  several  yisits.  These 
officers  appeared  favorably  impressed  with  our  organization  apd  work. 

To  date  no  W.D.  orders  have  been  received  designating  "Lawson  Field"  as  the 
official  name  of  our  station,  but  communications  from  the  office,  of  the  Adjutant 
General  have  shown  the  approval  given  that  recommendation,  ,,,, 

Our  men  have  been  busy  in  their  spare  time  beautifying  the  surroundings. 
Walks  have  been  built  around  the  various  buildings,  and  shrubbery  planted.  Also 
flower  beds  have  been  constructed,  and  soon  we  v/ill  be  surrounded  by  flowers, 

Maj,  Ira  A,  Rader,  A.C.,  instructor  in  the  Infantry  School,  recently  made 
an  extended  cross-country  trip  to  Washington,  D.C,  He  reports  a very  nice  trip, 
and  that  a "good  time  v/as  had  by  all", 

2nd  Lieuts,  C.H,  Leitner,  Jr,,  and  Glenn  A.  Holland,  A.C.  Res,,  reported  to 
the  Commandant  of  the  Infantry  School  for  a six  months*  extension  of  active  duty 
on  June  25th  and  July  2nd  respectively. 

On  July  9th,  Lieut,  Barnett  returned  from  Dayton,  ferrying  back  the  first 
of  our  overhauled  0-25* s, 

Crissy  Field,  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Calif. , July  6th : 

Lieut,  H.R,  Wallace,  Washington  Hational  Guard,  returned  from  a photograph- 
ic mission  in  Montana  for  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  on  June  23d,  Lieut. 

John  K,  Poole,  A.C,,  returned  as  relief  pilot  to  complete  the  mission  and,  from 
all  reports,  is  at  present  having  a wonderful  time  at  Billings,  Mont. 

2nd  Lieut.  H.B,  Fisher,  Air-Res,,  formerly  a member  of  the  91st,  was  a 
cross-coimtry  visitor  from  Dodd  Field,  Texas,  during  the  past  week, 

2nd  Lieut.  Trenholm  J.  Meyer,  departed  for  his  new  station  at  March  Field, 
Calif,,  where  he  will  be  on  duty  as  instructor  in  the  Primary  Flying  School, 

All  of  the  personnel  of  Crissy  Field  wish  him  the  best  of  luck  im  teaching  the 
Cadets  slow-rolls. 
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The  commissioned  personnel  was- greatly  reduced  hy  the  loss  of  a.num'ber  of 
Reserve  Officers,  just  finishing  their  tour  of  extended  active  duty.  The  of- 
ficers leaving  the  service  at  this  time  are;  Lieuts,  B*S,  Cooper,  M,E,  Lackey, 
Percy  0. ‘Brewer,  Allen  Chapman,  ITelson  D,  jenliins,  Arthur'  K,  Morrison,  Douglas 
P.  Wolley;' E.A,  Strand  and  Hillford  E.  Vi'dllace  (Washington' National  Guard) , 

■A  good  time  was 'had  hy  all  was  the  report  after  the  pai'ty  given  in  their  honor 
at  San  Erancisco's  newest  Night  Club.  No  "flat  spins"  wefe  reported  during  ,, 
the  "Soiree"!  Therefore,  we  feel  that  we  may  put  it  down  as  a successful  mis- 
^sion,  ¥o  have  already  felt  the  loss  of  these  officers,  and  wish  them  only  the, 
best  of  luck  and  continued  Happy  Landings, 

As  a matter  of  announcement,  any  visiting  firemen  wishing  to  witness  a 
first-class  crack-up,  may  obtain  a list  of  DH's  dile  to  arrive  at  Crissy,  from 
the  Operations  Officer,  ' ' ' ' 

Now  that;  the  biggest  little  city  in  the  world  is  getting  bigger  and  better, 
all  of  the  cross-countrj'-  flights  leaving  Crissy  are  routed'by  way  of  Reno,  The 
new  route  to  Los  Angeles  is  via  Reno,  with  an  overnight  stop  in  that  fair  city, 
Licuts,  Poole  and  Miller  report  that  it  is  even  worth  a seven-hour  automobile 
drive  in  order  to  spend  a week-end  in  that  "bit  of  the  old  west".  Nothing  but 
favorable  reports  have  been  received  at  this  office  from  the  lucky  visitors  to 
the  city  T;here  they  chase  people  with  empty  guns  and  get  away  with  it, 

Lieuts,  T.A,  Smith  and  A.L,  Smithy  better  known  as  the  "Smith  Bros,,  Trade 
and  Mark",  left  for  temporary  detail  at  Et,  Worden,  Wash,  Upon  checking  in 
their  arrival,  they  announced  that  "Trade"  had  given  a demonstration 'of  how  to 
wash  out  a landing  gear  under  adverse  Conditions.  We  haven’t  heard  the  alibi 
as  yet,  but  if  he  even  mentions  "left  rudder"  we  are  all  going  over  the  Hill, 

A tactical  inspection  was  recently  made  by  the  Commanding  General,  The  j 
administrative  inspection  was  followed  by  a tactical  problem,  which'  included 
reconnaissance,  communication,  photographic  and,  ground  attack  missions, 

Nichols  Eield.  P,!,,  July  2nd; 

Bombing  and  gunnery  results  for  the  last  training  yean  resulted  in  every- 
th ody  making  some  qualification.  Thirty-four  exports  out  of  forty-eight  attempts 
isn>'  t bad. 

Transport- week,  June  18th  to  23rd,  saw  many  heart-brefiking  farewells  and 
back  thumping  welcomes.  One  hoh-Com, , who  extended  over  this  boat,  appeared  on 
the  line  the  day  after* it  sailed  with  two  left  shoes  on,  .•  '| 

Bombardment  is  going  in  for  the  training  of  non-commissioned  officers,  as 
bomhers  and' gunners.  Bet  you  $1,80  the  scores  go  up.  |l 

June  9th,  the  28th  Bombardment  Squadron  celebrated  organization  day  at 
the  Calamba  Sugar  Estate,  A sweet  time  was  had.  Calamities  included  ball  games,  i 
swimming,  kangaroo  courts,  etc, 

Rockwell  Air  Depot.  Calif,.  July  16th; 

Daring  the  month  of  June,  the  Roclovell  Air  Depot  completed  major  overhaul 
on  24  airplanes  and  40  engines.  Twenty-five  nirplanes  and  56  engines  were  re- 
ceived at  the  Depot  d-uring  the  month  for  overhaul. 

A total  of  6,G52-|-  man  hoiu-s  v:as  expended 'i'n  the  Engineering  Shops  of  the 
Depot  for  the  manufacture  and  repair  of  Air  Corps  equipment  other  than  airplanes 
and  engines. 

The  Depot  Supply  shipped  543,917  pounds  of  freight  and  express  during  June, 
and  incoming  shipm.ents  totaled  563,813  pounds.  Incoming  parcel  post  shipments 
amounted  to  531  pounds,  and  outgoing  shipments  799  pounds, 

0-38  airplanes  on  contract  from  the  Douglas  Company,  Santa  Monica,  have 
been  coming  through  the  Depot  for  mechanical  check-up  en  route  to  Eastern 
Stations,  ' , 

The  extension  to  the  Boiler  House  of  the  Engineering  Department  is  expected, 
to  be  completed  shortly,  ' ' • 

Pursuant  to  instructions  contained  in  letter  from  the  Materiel  Division, 
dated  June  19th,  Subject:  "Consolidation  of  Depot  and  Station’  Supply" , steps 
were  immediately  taken  to  consolidate  the  Station  Supply  of  the  Depot  with  the 
Depot  Supply.  Property  accountability  will  not  be  fully  consolidated  until 
new  stock  record  cards  are  received, 

Brig, -General  Henry  C.  Pratt,  Chief  of  the  Materiel  Division,  <5iccompanied  ' < 
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"by  Capt,  St.Clair  Streett  arrived  at  the  tloclrwell  Air  Depot  on  J-une  18th,  to 
■confer  with  the  Comraandihg  Officer  of  the  Depot  on  maintenance  and  supplies, 
^Thile  here  the  General  made  an  inspection  of  the  Engineering  and.  Depot  Supply 
activities, 

. Srig.-Gen.  Charles  H.  Danforth,  Comman’dihg  General  of  the  Air  Corps  Train- 
ing Center,  Texas,  paid  an  informal  visit  to  the  Depot  on  June  10th, 

■Rear  Admiral -Harry  E,  Yarnell , who  recently  assumed  command  of  the  Air- 
craft Squadrons, -Battle  Eorce,  West  Expeditionary  Forces,  U.S,  Navy,  paid  an 
official  call  to  the  Commanding  Officer  on  July  3rd, 

Capt,  Evan  K.  Meredith,  9th  Corps  Area  Athletic  Officer,  visited  the  Post 
on  July  8th,  for  purpose  of  interviewing  and  selecting  candidates  for  the  1931 
West  Coast  Army  Eoofball  Team, 

Maj.  A.L,  Sneed,  A.C,,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  ar- 
rived on  July  11th,  to  discuss  Depot  activities  and  operations  with  the  Command- 
ing Officer  and  Department'  Heads,  . 

LieuWCol,  EJC.  Yount,  A.C. , Commanding  Officer , accompanied  by  Lieut.  B.M, 
Gilew,  A.C.,  Chief  Engineer  Officer,  made  an  inspection  trip,  via  air,  from 
July  9th  to  11th,  to  Crissy  and  Mather  Fields,  for  purpose  of  conference  with 
the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  above  named  stations  regarding  the  maintenance 
of  Air  Corps  ‘equipment  and  supplies. 

Third  Attack  Group,  Fort  Crockeft , Texas,  Aug.  4th; 

The  13th  Squadron  won  .the  baseball  championship  of  the  Post  by  defeating 
the  90th  Squadron  in  a series  which  brought  together  the  winners  of  each  half. 
The  Ghost  men  overwhelmed  their  opponents,  champions  in  1930,  and  w.on  two  ^ 
straight  games  11  to  2- and  16  to  9.  . 

A few  days  later  the  Champs  held. a banquet  in  the  squadron  mess  hall  to 
celebrate  the  winning  of  the  Post  baseball  and  basketball  championships  for 
1931.  The  dinner  was  a huge  success  from  all  angles.  There  was  fried  chicken 
to  spare,  even  after  several  of  the  plates  of  the  ravenous  ones  had  been  emptied 
of  bones,  Tlie  manner  of  ijreparation  was  what  is  known  as  Southern  Style  in 
every  part  of  the  country  except  the  South,  In  order  that  everyone  could  enjoy 
the- meal  to  the  fullest  extent,  no  speeches  were  made. 

Now  that  baseball  is  over, there  is  nothing  to  do  until  football  season, 
which  opens  sometime  in  September,  . Although  several  men  expressed  their  will- 
ingness to  participate  in  a wrestling  tournamant,  there  are  not  enough  as  yet 
to  go  ahead  with  the  present  plans. 

Major  Davenport  Johnson  and  Capt.  Ijotha  A.  Smith  proceeded  to  Wright  Field 
to  examine  the  tv/o  new  Attack  planes  which  have  been  undergoing  tests  at  that 
field,  ■ ■ 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  SOth  Service  Squadron  entertained  with  a dinner 
recently  in  honor  of  1st  Lieut,  John  F.IThitely,  who  was  ordered  to  Wright  Field 
for  a tour  of  duty.  Capt.  Edward  M.  Morris  is  the  new  commanding. officer  of  the 
Squadron, 

Capt.  Gerd  Von  Massow,  German  Army,  who  is  taking  a course  in  Bombardment 
at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  is  spending  a few  days  with  the  Third  Attack^ Group  in 
order  to  study  Attack  Aviation. 

Fort  Sill,  Okla. , July  31st; 

Capt,  L.P.  Hickey  left  Ft, Sill  on  July  1.5th  for  two  months'  leave  in  New 
Orleans,  La,,  before  reporting  to  his  new  station  at  Maxwell  Field, 

2nd  Lieut,  J.L.  Jackson  reported  to  this  station  on  July  21st,  following 
his  completion  of  the  course  in  Maintenance  Engineering  at  Chanute  Field, 

Cross-countries  have  been  rather  limited  this  month  due  to  Gunnery  Practice, 
Five  ships  were  ferried  to  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot  by  1st  Lieut,  C.E.Shankle, 
2nd  Lieuts.  D.T.  Mitchell,  C.H. Miller,  C.T.  McKinnie  and  Mr.Sgt.  Chester  Colby. 
Capt.  R.S.  O'Neill,  Sgt.  Dugey  and  Pvt.  John  Carrara  went  along  as  passeng- 
ers, w ' , . . ; 

2nd  Lieut,  C.  Stfoh  flew  to  Denver,  Colo.,  on  July  23d,  'taking  Sgt,  F.R, 
Welch  as  far  as  Pueblo,  Colo.  Lieut.  Stroh  also  flew  Brig. -General  Roy  Hoffman, 
(Res,)  to  Oklahoma  City  on  July  7th,  On  July  13th,  2nd  Lieut.  Chas,  Tidwell, 
Air-Res,,  flew  U.S.  ’Senator  Thomas  to  Oklahoma  City, 
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Brooks  Field,  San  .Ajitonio.  Texas,  July  13th; 


Capte  C,S.  Giffin,  transferred  from  the,22d  Observation  Squadron  to  Post  . 
Headquarters,  was  detailed  as  Supply  Officer,  Engineer  Property  Officer,  Lubri-  ™ 
eating  Officer,  Auditor,  Q,.M»C,Form  and  Civilian  Procurement  Officer,  reliev- 
ing 1st  Lieut.  James  Flannery. 

The  following-named  officers  were  detailed  to  squadrons  at  the  field,  as 
follows:  1st  Lieut,  P.H, Prentiss  to  the  51st  School  Sq. ; 2nd  Lieuts,  W.L.  Lee  , 
to  58th  Service  Sq, ; H.L.  Grills  to  46th  School  Sq, ; M,K,  Lewis  and  J,G, Fowler 
to  52d  School  Sq. ; V/.H,  Maverick  to  51st  School  Sq. ; H.A,  Parker  to  62d  School 
Sq. 

The  following  2nd  Lieutenants,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  were  assi^ed  to  the  22d 
Observation  Squadron:  William  Beverly , Jr , ; Wayne  Bone;  R.O,  Ralston;  M.M, Steph- 
enson, Jr.  and  I.W,  Ott. 

Maj.John  Beeson, Medical  Corps,  is  attached  to  Brooks  Field  for  flying. 

Failure  to  give  Cadet  Parks  any  support  in  the  field  cost  the  Brooks  Field  I 
Aeronauts  a game  which  meant  much  to  the  winner,  and  the  2d  Field  Artillery  Brig-! 
ade  Caissons  took  advantage  of  all  the  breaJis  to  pile  up  a 15  to  6 score.  In 
the  game  with  the  2d  Medical  Regiment,  Brooks  Field  blanked  their  opponents  and  ;; 
scored  three  runs,  thereby  going  into  a three-way  tie  for  the  baseball  suprem-  | 
acy  in  the  San  Antonio  Army  Loop,  McKenney,  the  airmen’s  speed  ball  merchant, 
was  too  much  for  the  Pillr oilers.  The  game  was  played  in  the  fast  time  of  an 
hour  and  a half  and  was  featured  by  four  double  plays,  three  of  which  wore  ex- 
ecuted by  the  Medicos.  " 

58th  Service  Squadron:  Pvts,  Baldridge,  Russell,  Reed,  Pharr,  Hunt,  Dan- 
iels, Coplan  and  Buck  were  promoted  Privates,  1st  Class.  The  rating  of  Special-  ; 
ist , 6th  Class,  was  awarded  Pvts,  Donovan  and  King. 

Sgt.  John  Hoe,  Jr.,  formerly  of  this  organization,  writes  from  his  new 
station  that  Panama  looks  pretty  good  to  him. 

Pvt.  1st  Cl,  Calfee,  on  detached  service  at  Matagorda  Island  for  the  past  | 
month,  acting  in  the  capacity  of  Chief  Chef,  returned  to  the  organization  and  is 
performing  duties  in  the  Parachute  Department, 

Staff  Sgts,  Mackay  and  Anderson  were  added  to  the  personnel  of  the  Aero  i 
Repair, 

46th  School  Squadron;  Those  two  members  of  the  46th  personnel  who  might 
have  been  seen  jumping  madly  up  and  down  and  giving  excellent  examples  of  Apache 
war  crys  were  not  essentially  subjects  for  the  State  Hospital,  It  transpired  ' 
that  Pvts,  Wiley  and  Bonnell  were  called  to  the  Cadet  Detachment  to  begin  that  i 
eagerly  awaited  flying  training.  We  wish  the  boys  all  good  fortune  and  success, 

Lieut,  H.L,  Grills  was  recently  assigned  to  the  46th,  The  personnel  are  ! 
delighted  to  have  him  in  the  squadron,  j 

51st  School  Squadron;  We  regret  losing  o\ir  old  friend,  Tech, Sgt,  Russell 
Philapy,  who  was  transferred  to  duty  in  Panama.  Another  old  friend  of  ours,  i 

Tech, Sgt.  J,S.  (Jalce)  Dombeck  is  expected  to  transfer  back  to  the  old  outfit  to  ; 
replace  Philapy.  ' ! 

Since  the  51st  won  the  baseball  championship  (three  cheers  and  a tiger)  j 

each  and  every  player  is  to  be  presented  with  a framed  photo  of  the  prize  money 
awarded  - to  place  on  the  mantel  for  future  reference. 

The  regular  schedule  for  student  training  commenced  Wednesday,  July  8th, 
Staff  Sgt.  Davidson  v/as  busy  coaching  the  V7rec]d.ng  crew  in  the  performance  of 
their  respective  duties  and  was  trying  to  evolve  some  kind  of  a plan  to  avoid 
crack -ups  during  the  week-ends, 

Hqrs,  18th  Composite  Group.  Hawaiian  Department; ' 

On  July  1st,  the  Army  Polo  Squad  (less  the  ponies)  was’ transported  to  the 
Island  of  Maui  to  participate  in  the, annual  polo  tournament.  The  entire  squad 
was  much  pleased  with  the  trip  and. they  all  admit  that,  next  to  riding  a horse, 
flying  is  not  so  bad. 

On  July  4th,  a' party  consisting' of  Col,  Brant,  Wing  Commander;  Lieuts, 

Crain  and  Boyd,  A.C,;  Col.  Fair,  Chief  of  Staff;  Col,  Harvey,  Department  Quarter- 
master; Capt,  Riley,  Assistant  G-5;  and  Lieut.  Syme,  Aide  to  Department  Command- 
er, flew  to  Maui  to  see  the  Array  vs,  Maui  polo  game.  The  Array  was  decisively 
defeated  by  the  Maui  team  - principally  due  to  the  hard  riding  and  flawless 
teamwork  of  the  island  players.  The  undefeated  Maui  team  is  an  interesting  one, 
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its  mera'bers  lieing  Frank-  Baldwin  and  his  three  sons,  which  accounts  in  part  for 
the  team\7ork,  . . ; ■ 

hul.^e  Field,  T.H, - -Ma,].  Maxwell  Kirby,  Commanding;  Flying  training  for  the 
month  consisted  of  - aerial  giuniery,  aerial  horahing,  -cross-country,  formation  and 
night  flying,  communications  radio,  aerial  navigation  and  cooperative  missions 
with  the  Hawaiian  Department.  ^ -,  - 

Between  the,  hours  of  10:30  A.M.  and  Hoon,  June  15th,  the  "barracks  "building 
of  the' 23d  Bombardment .Squadron  was  destroyed  by  fire,  The  fire  was  first  not- 
iced by,  baseball  players  w^o.were  changing  their  clo'thing  in  preparation  for 
■the  morning  practice.  At  this  time,  the  smoke  and  flames  were  licking  down 
through  the  ventilation  holes  in  t'he  ceiling.  The  fire  gained  such  headway  in 
the  Hattie  of  the  six-year  old, frame  structure,  tliat^the  combined  efforts  of  the 
Army  and  Havy  fire  fighters  were  barely  enough  to  protect  the  buildings  nearby. 
Most  of  the  men  suffered  considerable  loss  in  tailored  uniforms  and  civilian 
clothing,  since  those  few  present  had  time  for  just  one  trip  to  the  second 
floor  for  personal  property.  All  hands  v/ore  busy  working  against  the  fire  and 
moving  property  from  the  supply orderly  and  day  rooms. 

The  loss  of  these  barracks  loaves  the  entire  Air  Force  of  the  Hawaiian 
Department  housed  in  tents  and  hangars.  The  completion  in  1932,  at  Wheeler 
Field,  of  barracks  and  quarters  will  relieve  the  situation  as  far  as  the  18th 
Pursuit  Group  is  concerned,  and  it  -,  is  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  long  before 
permanent  shelter  can  be  provided  for  the  other  two  Groups,  either  at  Lulie 
Field  or  at  some  other  tract,  lliile  tent  life  in  this  climate  is  not  so  bad 
as  in  other  places,  it  still  leaves  much  to  be  desired, 

1st  Lieut,  and  Mrs,  Sidney  A.  Ofsthun  were  recent  arrivals  at  this  station 
aboard  the  USAT  "Somme”,  Lieut,  Ofsthun  was  assigned  to  the  4th  Observation  Sq, 
2nd  Lieut.  Donald  W,  Titus,  who  with  Mrs.  Titus  arrived  aboard  the  USAT 
" Chateau,  Thierry"  on  June  23d,  was  assigned  to  the  4th  Observation  Sq, 

2nd  Lieut,  Ezekiel  W.  Hapier,  another  arrival  aboard  tlie  "Cliateau  Thierry", 
signed  to  the  50th  Observation  Sq, 

1st.  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Gilbert  and  Chaplain  and  Mrs.  Herbert  A. 
Rinard  departed  for  the  mainland  aboard  the  USAT  "Chateau  Thierry"  on  June  27th, 
Lieut.  Gilbert  was  assigned  to  the  A.C.  Training  Center,  Duncan  Field,  Texas, 
and  Chaplain  Rinard  to  Ft,  Slocum,  H.Y, 

The  area  along  the  waterfront,  northeast  of  the  boathouse,  is  occupied  by 
the  tents  of  the  23d  Squadron  until  quarters  are  erected  on  the  old  site. 

Recent  service  tests  were  com.pleted  on  a cockpit  hood  on  an  0-19  airplane. 
Lieuts,  Rouse,  Gilbert,  Thompson  and  Rawlings,  designated  as  test  pilots,  found 
this  hood  successful,  except  for  a fpw  minor  changes,  which  were  recorxiended. 

The  4th  Observation  Squadron  said  Aloha  to  their  Commanding  Officer,  Lieut, 
Gilbert  and  family,  Lieut,  Gilbert  served  with^ the  Squadron, the  past  two  years 
in  the  capacity  of  Engineering  Officer,  Operations  Officer  and  Squadron  Command- 
er, The  entire  Squadron  extend  . good  luck  to  him  at  his  new  station,  Lieut. 
Fitzgerald  assumed  command  of  the  4th  Observation  Squadron, 

On  July  1st,  Lieut,  Don  Z,  Zio-nerman  and  Staff  Sgt,  George  M,  Richards, 
while  fljmng  on  a training  mission,  crashed  in  their  0-19  near  Waimanalo,  Both 
were  painfully  bru.ised  and  Sgt.  Richards  suffered  a broken  right  arm.  They  have 
fully  recovered  and  are  back  on  the  job, 

A communication  was  received  frpm  Maj,-Gen,  Lassiter,  Department  Commander, 
commending  the-  Group  on  its  excellent  record  of  personal  health  and  hygiene. 

Routine  flying  for  June  consisted  in  the  main  of  Squadron  and  Group  forma- 
tions^ and  preliminary  work  incident  to  the  oprening  of  the  range  season.  Con- 
siderable flying  was  done  in  the  way  of  practicing  approaches  to  towed  targets, 
in  order  to  familiarize  officers  with  this  type  of  flying  before  actual  firing 
begins.  On  the  ground.  Squadron  Armament  Officers  wore  rushing  to  completion 
bomb  racks  and  machine  gun  installations. 

Six  embryo  flying  cadets  - James  M.  Davenport,  Charles  B,  Leslie,  Lester 
Krug,  Paul  McCormick, III , Allie  H.  Romaine.Jr,,  and  Lewis  Horvath,  returned  to 
the  mainland  on  the  USAT  "Somme"  under  orders  directing  them  to  report  to  the 
Commandant,  Air  Corps  Pripia.ry  Flying  School,  March  Field,  Calif.,  for  flying 
instruction.  All  have  fine  records  with  the  Group,  and  it  is  hoped  that  they 
are  successful  in  their  work  at  the  Flying  School. 

'At  the  Annual  Sphofield  Barracks  Horse  Show  held  on  J'une  5th  and  6th,  other 
forms  oi  transportation  were  represented,  the  Air  Corps  exhibit  including  the 
new  dirplane  servicing  truck  of  the  26th  Attack' Squadron , 2 Pursuit  and  1 Attack 
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airplanes.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Division  Corrimander , these  planes  uere  > 
permitted  to  land  on  the  golf  course,  adjacent  to  the  horse  show  area,  so  that 
they  were  easily  taxied  into  position.  The  Group  donated  a very  handsome  cup  |l 

as  a prize  in  one  of  the  Horse  Show  events,  ' 

The  Baseball  Team  representing  the  18th  Pursuit  Group  under  the  able  coach- 
ing of  Lieut.  Stribling,  is  malting  a very  satisfactory  shovdng,  ; j^fter  winning  I 
their  first  'four  games,  it  looked  like  they  were  going- to  sweep .the.  League.  Un- 
fortunately, a short  losing  strealo  brought  them  down  in  percentago.  , Uith  six 
weeks  to  go,  we  believe  they  will  finish  well  up  tow^ards  the  top  of  the  League.  i 
Lieut,  Bassett  hds  been  playing  golf  close  to  par- to  win  two  verj/:  handsome  ' 
cups  in  the  Schofield  Barracks  competition.  It  4s  rumored  his  handicap  is  to  I 

be  slightly  reduced  in  the  near  future,  but  it  is  not  believed  that  this  will 
seriously  interfere  with  his  success  in  competition,  as.  ho  seems-  able  to  hit 
them  in  the  pinches.  As  a matter  of  fact,  he  shot  the  last  five  holes  two  un- 
der par  the  other  day,  to  take  two  golf  balls  from  your  humble  correspondent, 
Lieut,  J.M.  Holmes  (Res.)  reported  for  14  days  active  duty  on  .June  19th, 
Teams  of  officers  representing  the  various  squadrons  have  been  playing  i 
a short  series  of  playground  ball  game.  So  far,  the  19th  Pursuit  Squadron  has  j 
had  a slight  edge  in  the  cdm.petition,  due  in  no  small  part  to  the  .masterful 
playing  of  Joe  ("Ginch")  Loutzenheiser  and  "pep"  talks  between  innings  of  the 
coach,  Capt,  Strickland,  .'These  games  offer  a good  deal  of  entertainment  to 
the  enlisted  personnel  of  the  command,  j 

Lieuts,  Bentley  and  Pinlc  recently  entertained  their  friends  of  this  Group,  i 
Schofield  Barracks  and  Luke  Pi eld,  at  a beach  party  on  the  north  shore.  The 
supper  menu  was  built  around  the  "Piece  de  Resistance"  of, chicken  curry  with 
rice  and  was  both  bouhtiful  and  delicious.  The  night  happened  to  be  particular- 
ly soft  and  balmy  with  nearly  a full  moon  and  the  varied  activities  after  'dinner 
including  swimming  and  singing  were  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  guests, 

Hay/aiian  Air  Depot,  Capt , B.T,  Burt,  Commanding;  The  move  of  the  Hawaiian  I 
Air  Depot  to  Luke  Field,  its ^new  home,  is  just  about  completed.  The  Station 
Repair  Section  and  the  Air  Corps  Station  Supply  have  also  consolidated  with  the 
Air  Depot,  the  following  personnel  being  on  duty  thereat; 

Capt.  B.T.  Burt, -Supply  officer.  Contracting  and  Purchasing  Officer  and 
Inspector,  in  addition  to  his'  duties  as  Commanding  Officer.  Capt.  Ralph  B.' 
Walker,.  -Engineering  Officer  and  Reclamation  Officer  and  Operations  Officer, 
Lieut.  Joseph  B,  Stanley, -Assistant  Engineering  Officer  and  Assistant  Depot 
Operations  Officer,  Lieut.  Pearl  H.  Rob ey’^ -Assistant  Depot  Supply  Officer,  Ad- 
jutant and  Officer  in  Charge  of  Oil  Reclamation, 

The  Engine  Repair  Section  overhauled  a total  of  seven  (7)  engines- during 
the  period.  May  26,  1931  to  J^one  25,  1931,  as  given  below; 

Class  I repairs  - 1 R-1340-C.  Class  III  Repairs  - 6.  (3  RS  1340-C,  1 

V-1150,  2 R-1750-B.) 

At  the  present  writing  the  Engine  Repair  Section  is  just  completing  the 
overhaul  of  a m.arine  engine  from  one  of  the  speed  boa,ts  in  use  at  Luke  Field, 

, The  personnel  of  the  Final  Assembly  was  increased  by  the  employment  of 
Messrs.  Paul  Walker  and  Roy  Warren.  ... 

, Four  new  B-5-A  Bombers  arrived  at  the  Depot  for  assembly, 

.The  Dope  and  Fabric  Department  have  their  hands  full  resurfacing  and  doping 
all  fabric  parts  of  airplanes:  removing  paint  on  metal  fuselages  and  plane  sur- 
faces and  brightening  them  with  new  paint  and  dope.  These  are  two  of  the  Air 
Repair  Depot's  busiest  departments,' 

The  personnel  of  tho  machine  shop  and  the  sub -departments  - Welding  and 
Sheet  Metal,  consists  of  11  enlisted  men  and  15  civilians.  The  Sheet  Metal  -De-  > 
partraent  is  at  present  using  2 men  from  the  Engine  Repair  Section,  owing  to  the  i 
large  amount  of  work  before  them. 

The  entire  Machine  Shop  this  month  c.ompleted  about  125  work  orders  • and  100  > 

jobs  on  instruction  slips, 

A requisition  for  new  machinery  will  be  submitted  in  the  near  future  in  or- 
der .to  talce  care -of  the  large  amount  o,f  work  required  , of ' this  department,  - Much 
of  the  present  machinery  is  old,  'obsolete . and  incapable  of  doing  the  work  with 
the  speed  and  precision  necessary. 

The  crew -of  the  Reclamation  Department,  besides  functioning  in  the  capacity 
the  name  indicates,  also  operates  the  Crash  Truck,  This  crow,  under  supervision  ^ 
of  Sgt,  Asher owsky , made  an  enviable  record  in  responding  to.  Crash  alarms.  The 
speed  and  busincs-slikc  manner  in  which  crashed  .airplanes , which  can  be  repaired, 
are  handled  without  further  damage  due  to'  picking  up  and  hauling  over  uneven  ter* 
ram  and  difficult  mountain  roads, proves  this  an  efficient  and  well-trained  crew. 
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Selfridge  Field, Mt , Cl  omens  ,Mich,  4th; 


27tli  Pursuit  Sq. ; Coming  as  a sort  of  aftermath  to  what  might  he  termed 
the  maneuver  months,  in  which  May  was  spent  in  preparing  for  the  maneuvers  and 
June  in  recovering  from  them,  July  seemed  a little  like  an  anti-climax  although 
there  was  plenty  of  activity. 

Squadron  flying  was  considerably  disrupted  by  the  sending  of  officers  and 
planes  to  the  1st  Pursuit  aerial  gunnery  camp  at  Oscoda,  Mich,,  for  gunnery  and 
bombing,  and  good  scores  were  being  reported,  although  few  of  the  squadron  of- 
ficers had  completed  their  courses. 

The  Squadron's  activity  ab  the  gunnery  camp  this  year  was  marred  by  two 
crashes, 

Lieut.  Roger  M,  Ramey  suffered  a severe  eye  injury  July  15th,  when  the  . 
motor  of  his  P-12  cut  out  just  after  the  take-off.  He  managed  to  bring  the  ship 
back  into  the  field,  but  it  fell  off. on  one  wing  just  before  the  landing  and 
rolled  up  in  a ball.  One  of  Lieut,  Ramey's  eyes  suffered  a severe  abrasion 
with  the  possibility  of  a deeper  cut.  He  is  now  at  the  Walter  Reed  Hospital, 
whore  an  examination  is  being  made  for  the  presence  of  glass  in  the  eyeball. 

There  were  the  usual  flights  on  July  4th  in  connection  with  patriotic  cele- 
brations, and  the  27th  sent  six  ships  to  Caro,  Mich,,  and  six  to  Harbor  Grace, 
Mich,  The  pilots  reported  the  usual  entertainment  and  good  time. 

The  27th  also  participated  in  a composite  group  flight  on  July  25th,  in 
which  a squadron  composed  of  27th,  94th  and  17th  squadron  pilots,  led  by  Major 
Gerald  Brower,  Group  Commander,  and  a headquarters  element  lead  by  Major  George 
H._  Brett,  Post  Coimnander,  visited  Akron,  Ohio,  in  connection  with  the  termina- 
tion of  the  National  Reliability  Tour  and  on  the^  way  home  demonstrated  over 
Mansfield,  Ohio;  Dearborn,  Ohio;  Dearborn , Mich, and  Flint  jJAich,  The  trip  en- 
tailed about  4^  hrs.  of  flying.  The  Squadron' s off icer  personnel  was  rediiced 
by  the  termination  of  the  extended  active-  duty  of  Lieut,  E.C,  Davis,  but  v:ill 
be  increased  by  a new  consignment  of  Kelly  Field  graduates,. 

94th  Pursuit  Squadron;  Four  new  additions  to  the  squadron  occurred  this 
month,  Lieut,  Flint  Garrison,  Jr,,  returned  from  Chanute  Field,  following  his 
completion  of  the  Engineering  Maintenance  course,  Lieuts.  William  Clifford 
McDonald,  Jr,,  and  George  Alexander  Hersam,  Jr., Res,,  reported  for  active  duty, 
and  Staff  Sgt.  John  V.'alker  reported  from  France  Field,  Canal  Zone, 

This  squadron  conducted  a service  test  on  electrically  heated  goggles  and 
mittens,  during  the  past  two  weeks.  After  a seric.s  of  tests  the  goggles  did 
not  fog  up  with  temperature  tv/enty  degrees  below  zero,  Fahrenheit.  The  elec- 
trically heated  m.ittens  were  really  too  hot,  but  colder  weather  is  desired. 

The  Skipper,  Lieut,  H.A,  Jplinson,  reports  the  hunting  fine  at  the  Aerial 
Gunnery  Camp  at  Oscoda,  The  methods  used  in  hunting  fox  was  of  the  type  used 
in  the  old  days.  Modern  equipment  was  used,  however,  when  the  "baby"  fox  was 
snared  in  a tow  target.  The  fearless  hunting  party  was  composed  of  Lieuts, 
Johnson,  Miller  and  Hodgson.  : 

Staff  Sgt,  Thomas  A,  Jones  evidently  did  not  believe  the. old  adage  of 
"Commend  m.arriage,  bub  keep  thyself  a bachelor",  V/e  extend  our  congratulations 
and  best  Vvishes, 

Staff  Sgt,  Elbert  Dossott  is  back  to  the  squadron  for  duty,  after  being 
absent  on  recruiting  service  for  five  years, 

Lieuts,  G.arrison  and  Crabb  returned  from  a smoke,  screen  mission  at  several 
of  the  National  Guard  and  Reserve  Camps  in  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  The  pilots 
flew  P-l-C's  equipped  with  the  regular  smoko  screen  apparatus,  which  is  carried 
in  place  of  the  auxiliary  ta.nks.  Several  screens  were  laid  and  as  a whole  they 
were  very  satisfactory .although  some  trouble  with  equipment  caused  one  complete 
failure, 

^ The  gunnery  season  at  Oscoda  finds  the  usual  number  of  experts  from  the 
squadron.  Pilots  who  have  finished  their  gunnery  this  season  are  1st  Lieut, 

H.A.  Johnson,  and  2nd  Lieuts.  Harbold,  O'Donnell,  Bolen  Auton,  Crabb,  Mosher 
Baker  and  Sansbury,  All  of  these  officers  came  back  to. Selfridge  bragging 
more  about  their  prowess  as  fishermen, and  swimmers  rather  than  as  aerial  gun- 
ners, However,  wo  don't  want  to  be  designated  as  a target  for  their  guns. 

Officers  and  men  in  the  squadron  regret. the  departure  of  Lieuts,  Paul  Hinds 
A. T, Johnson,  and  .(.V, . McConnell,  Reserve  officers  on  extended  active  duty  for 
the  past  15  months,  ’7e  are  hoping  to  see  them. back  in  the  service  again, 

17th  Pursuit  Souadron;  Exhibition’ flights , demonstrations  and  aerial  gun- 
nery varied  the  schedule  of  the  17th  dui’ing  July,  Capt,  -Hoyt,  leading  a forma- 
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tion  including  Lieuts,  Koons,  Hixson,  Merrill,  Hodgson  and  Maschmeyer,  visited  . 
Traverse  City,  Micii.  , July  IGtii  and  17th,  giving  an  exhibition  flight  over  the 
Captain's  home  town  in  cele'toration  of  the  National  Cherry  festival,  A composite 
squadron,  flying  to  Toledo  for  the  reception  of  Post  and  Gatty,  included  Lieuts.  ij 
Burns,  Van  Auken  and  Heiman,  Combining  other  activities  with  flying  was  the  ( 
mission  of  Lieut.  Hyan,  assisted  by  Sgt,  Carnes  and  Cpl.  Porcier  in  connection 
with  smoke  screen  demionstrations  with  YlC-14  at  Camp  McCoy,  wise,,  and  Pt,  Sher- 
idan, 111,,  with  other  stops  at  Graysburg,  Battle  Creek  and  Camp  Custer,  Mich., 
and  Chicago,  111,  Sgt.  Carnes  and  Cpl.  Porcier  combined  the  duties  of  two 
branches  of  the  service,  having  chiirge  of  tlio  preparation  and  operation  of  the 
apparatus  involved, 

Capt.  Hoyt,  Lieuts,  Thoisen  and  Merrill  are  completing  a tour  at  Aerial 
Gunnery  Camp,  Oscoda,  Lieuts.  Sterling,  Hodgson,  and  Coolidge  recently  return- 
ed from  their  two  weeks*  range  work, 

Lieut,  Herman  reverted  to  inactive  status  July  1st,  Lieut,  Heiman  return- 
ed to  active  duty,  July  22nd,  following  a period  in  waiter  Reed  Hospital,  Re- 
cent additions  to  the  squadron  are  Lieuts,  Bledsoe,  Crabbs,  Jones,  Robinson 
and  Sutherland,  graduates  from  the  Advanced  Plying  School  last  month,  Lieuts, 
CDbolidgo  and  Strnnir  wore  absent  on  leave  and  Lieut.  Butt  made  an  extended  cross-  i 
country  flight  to  March  Pield,  Calif.,  during  the  month, 

■ San  Antonio  Air  Depot.  Duncan  Pield,  Texas,  July  oOth; 

The  sad  accident  at  Brooks  Pield,  Texas,  the  airplane  collision  on  July 
16th  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  Major  Charles  V,  Hart,  M.C,,  Capt,  Carlos 
J,  Chamberlain,  Med-Res,,  Lieut,  K,  Austin  Rogers  and  Plying  Cadet  Endicott 
Longacre,  AiC.,  vms  brought  homo  with  especial  poignancy  to  this  Depot , through 
the  fact  that  Cadet  Longacre  was  the  only  son  of  Capt,  Clarence  Longacre, 
Quartermaster  at  this  Depot.  The  hearts  of  all  at  this  station  go  out  to 
Capt,  and  Mrs,-  Longacre  in  their  sad  bereaveirient , 

Lieut,  bm,H,  Amis,  of  the  Materiel  Div,  ,'w right  Pield,  Ohio,  arrived  at 
this  Depot  by  air  on  July  16th  for  a conference  regarding  maintenance  of  Air 
Corps  equipment  and  supplies,  leaving  on  the  18th  for  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot, 
Coronado,  Calif.,  on  -the  same  mission, 

Work  is  v;ell  under  v/ay  on  the  new  Oil  Reclamation  Building  here,  which 
will  be  a decided  factor  in  giving  the  Depot  an  up-to-date  appearance  and  im- 
proving its  operation,  w'ork  is  also  expected  to  begin  in  the  near  future  on 
the  projected  modern  Shops  Building,  eipproximately  500*  x 600*  for  the  Engineer- 
ing Department  of  the  Depot,  The  Constructing  Quartermaster  at  Pt.Sam  Houston, 
Texas,  is  in  charge  of  this  construction. 

Crissy  Pield.  Presidio  of  San  Prancisco.Ca.li f . , July  50th ; 

As  the  summer  progresses  and  various  training  camps  spring  up,  Crissy 
Pield  takes  on  the  appearance  of  "Ye  oulde  deserted  village".  Duo  to  the  large 
territory  covered  and  the  number  of  camps  v/e  work  with,  pilots  and  airplanes 
are  extremely  scarce  at  Crissy  Pield.  However,  it  does  have  its  advantages, 
such  as  viewing  sunny  California  and  the  Pacific  Coast  from  the  air.  Nothing 
but  favorable  reports  were  received  from  officers  returning  from  various  co- 
operative missions, 

Lieuts,  Van  Gott  and  Grow  vrare  fortunate  enough  to  spend  an  enjoyable  de- 
tail in  their  old  boyhood  stamping  grounds.  Salt  Lake,  Needless  to  say,  their 
report  was  favorable.  Upon  returning  from  Salt  L£ike,  they  picked  up  Lt, Smith, 
of  the  famous  Smith  Brothers  Act,  and  proceeded  to  Port  land, Or eg, 

Lieuts.  Miller  and  Wilkinson  report  a most  enjoyable  detail  at  Long  Beach, 
Calif,,  where  they  are  doing  cooperative  work  with  the  Org. Reserves , and  inci- 
dently  getting  a wonderful  coat  of  ta,n  from  one  of  California's  beautiful  beaches, 

Lieut,  Brov/n  swooped  do\wi  on  Crissy  Pield  with  a seven-ship  formation  of 
air -devils,  (D.H. 's  and  YPT-6's)  from  the  Reserve  Camp  at  Mather  Pield,  where 
he  is  detailed  at  the  present  time. 

Tile  few  loft  at  Crissy  find  it  easy  to  keep  busy  preparing  for  our  going 
into  the  field  on  Aug,  17tli,  IncidentaJly,  there  seems  to  be  some  question  as 
to  just  how  a squ8.dron  should  act  when  moving  completely  into  the  field.  Our 
camp  will  bo  near  Salinas,  Cc?Jif,‘  At  present,  the  dear  old  horses  are  holding 
forth  at  the  Salinas  Rodeo,  bn  the  same  field  wo  will  occupy.  You  can't  beat 
tho  West  for  versatility. 
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Wg  r.re  happy  to  welcome  hero  five  recent  graduates  from  Kelly  Field,  viz, 

2nd  Lieut s,  Rosenhurgh,  Tov;ler,  Thomson,  Bernard  and  Coverlcy,  Reserves,  Yi/e 
are  ha,ppy  to  have  these  officers  in  the  91st, 

Among  other  missions  accomplished  hy  the  91st  was  the  photographing  of  Mt. 
Lassen  during  a synthetic  eruption,  put  on  in  connection  with  a local  celebra- 
tion, Lieuts,  Viiilliams  and  Ball  were  the  honored  pilots, 

Wright  Field.  Dayton,  Ohio,  Aug,  8th; 

A Board  of  Air  Corps  officers  convened  at  VJright  Field  on  July  27th  for  the 
purpose  of  studying  and  testing  a new  Ohserva-tion  airplane  and  raahing  recommen- 
dations as  to  its  suitability  for  Air  Corps  use.  Officers  composing  the  Board 
were;  Capt,  D.B.  Howard,  Wright  Field;  Capt.  A. 3.  McDaniel,  0,C.A..C,;  Capt,  H.W, 
Holden,  Scott  Field;  Capt.  J.G-.  Taylor,  Wright  Field;  Lt,  C.T.  Skow;,  Ft.Benning, 
Ga,;  Lieut,  W.D,  Old,  Kelly  Field;  Lieut,  0,P,  Weyland,  Kelly  Field, 

A second  Board  of  officers  which  convened  at  Wright  Field  on  July  27th 
had  as  its  objective  the  consideration  of  several  types  of  basic  training  planes 
as  suitable  Air  Corps  equipment.  Officers  composing  this  Board  were:  Capt,  A.B, 
McDaniel,  0,C,A,C,;  Capt,  J.G,  Taylor,  Wright  Field;  Lieut.  C.W.  Sullivan, 0, C. 
A,C.;  Lieut.  A.E.  Waller,  Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas;  Lieut,  J,R,  Morgan, 
Brooks  Field;  Lieut,  B.D,  Chidlaw,  Wright  Field, 

A third  Board  to  convene  at  the  Materiel  Division  was  the  Bombardment  Board 
which  met  on  July  30th  for  the  purpose  of  making  recommendations  regarding  new 
types  of  Bombardment  airplanes.  Officers  composing  this  Board  wore;  Major  vYillis 
Hale,  0,C,A,C,;  Capt,  J.G,  Taylor,  Wright  Field;  Capt,  E,L.  Eubanlc,  Langley 
Field;  Lieut,  J.M.  Gillespio,  Langley  Field;  Lieut,  K.P.  Rush,  Wright  Field; 
Lieut,  R.A,  Snaveloy,  Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif, 

A Board  of  officers  convened  at  W'right  Field  on  Aug;,  4th,  to  consider  the 
suitability  of  two  types  of  new  Attack  airplanes,  built  by  the  Fokicer  and  Cur- 
tiss Companies,  for  Air  Corps  use.  Officers  on  the  Board  \7ere;  Major  Davenport 
Johnson,  Ft, Crockett;  Capt.  A.B.  McDaniel,  O.C.A.C.;  Capt.  J.I,  Moore,  Ft,  Leav- 
enworth; Capt,  L.A.  Smith,  Ft,  Crockett;  Capt.  J.G.  Taylor,  Wright  Field,  and 
Lieut,  L.J,  Carr,  Kelly  Field, 

Lt.-Col.  H.H,  Arnold  and  Major  O.P.  Echols  left  on  July  20th  for  a flight 
which  included  Baltimore,  Bristol,  Pa.,  Hartford  and  Buffalo  for  the  purpose  of 
studying  the  production  facilities  of  certain  manufacturing  plants  located  in 
these  cities. 

Brig. -Gen,  H.C,  Pratt  left  on  July  24th  for  Washington  for  a conference 
with  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  regarding  procurem.eiit  matters, 

Lt.-Col,  F.P,  Lahm  piloted  by  Capt,  Duncan  flew  in  from  Chicago  on  July  7th, 
talcing  off  shortly  after  for  Bolling  Field.  Both  are  stationed  at  the  Presidio, 
their  final  destination  being  Mitchel  Field, 

Lieut,  D,'.. . Watkins  and  Lieut,  B.W.  Chidlaw  left  on  July  20th  for  Buffalo 
to  ferry  two  new  basic  training  planes  to  Dayton,  Lieut.  C.A,  Caldwell  went  to 
Astoria  to  ferry  a BT-2B  airplane  from  the  plant  of  the  Edo  Aircraft  Corp, , to 
Wright  Field, 

Capt,  John  Beveridge, Jr. , flew  in  from  Bolling  Field  on  Julj?"  28th,  Major 
A,H,  Gilkeson  of  Wright  Field  flew  to  Muskogon,  Mich.,  returning  by  night  and 
testing  out  radio  equipment,  Lt.  C.D.  McAllister  flew  Major  Victor  Bertrandias, 
Air  Reserve,  to  Glendale,  W,  Va, , returning  solo  that  night. 

Lieut.  W.N,  Amis  left  on  July  14th  flying  to  Kansas  City,  Dallas, San  Anton- 
io and  Roclc.vell  Field  to  confer  with  the  Commanding  Officers  of  flying  fields 
and  depots  regarding  supplies  and  equipment. 

Brig. -Gen,  H.C.  Pratt  and  Capt.  St.Clair  Streett,  pilot,  flew  to  Shreve- 
port, La.,  remaining  there  for  several  days,  and  returning  to  Wright  Field  on 
July  15th, 

Lieut,  O.F.  Carlson  landed  at  Wright  Field  on  July  16th  on  his  way  from 
Glendale,  W.Va. , to  Roctovell  Field.  He  was  an  overnight  guest.  He  ferried  a 
new  airplane  (YlC-14)  from  the  Fokt:er  plant  to  Rockwell  Field, 

Capt,  D.M.  Reeves  loft  for  Washington  on  July  21st  for  a conference  with 
the  Chief  of  the  Information  Division, 

Lieut.  B.W.  Chidlaw  spent  several  days  at  Glendale,  W.Va.,  in  July  for  the 
purpose  of  testing  a YlC-14  airplane  at  the  plant  of  the  Foldcer  company, 

Lieut.  W.G.  Smith,  Capt.  J.G.  Taylor  and  Capt.  D.B.  Howard  flew  to  Buffalo 
on  July  29th  to  inspect  the  raockup  of  a new  Observation  plane  sot  up  at  the 
plant  of  the  Consolidated  Company. 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Eegala.r  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  Rational 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 

Publishers  are  authorized  to  reprint  material  appearing  in  this  publication. 
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THE  AIR  CORPS  AT  THE  RATIONAL  AIR  RACES 


Tnis  year,  1931,  the  11th  Aimual  Rational  Air  Races  were  held  at  the 
Cleveland  Airport  from  August  29th  to  September  7th,  inclusive.  These  Races 
are  sponsored  by  the  Rational  Air  Races  of  Cleveland,  a body  incorporated  for 
that  purpose,  and  are  sanctioned  by  the  Rational  Aeronautic  Association.  They 
are  operated  under  the  rules  of  the  Federation  Aeronautique  Internationale. 

In  1929,  the  Races  were  held  at  Cleveland,  the  following  year  at  Chicago,  and 
now,  in  1931,  they  were  again  held  at  Cleveland,  where  they  will  continue  to  be 
held  for  at  least  the  next  four  years. 

Mr.  L.W.  Greve  is  the  President  of  the  Rational  Air  Races,  Inc.;  Cliff 
Henderson,  the  Managing  Director,  and  E.W.  "Pop"  Cleveland,  the  Contest  Chaiimian. 

At  the  request  of  these  officials,  the  Air  Corps  sent  a unit  to  represent 
it  at  the  Races,  The  unit  designated  for  this  honor  was  the  First  Pursuit  Group 
stationed  at  Self  ridge  Field,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich.  Tlie  Group  sent  two  provisional 
18-plane  squadrons  to  demonstrate  military  tactical  flying  to  the  audiences  at 
the  Races.  In  addition,  the  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  sent 
the  "Flying  Comet"  plane  as  a spectacular  entry  to  act  as  the  evening  finale  for 
each  day's  event. 

Other  services  represented  were  a Ravy  12-plane  squadron  (Fighting  Squadron 
Ro.  3 from  the  aircraft  carrier  "Langley")  and  a 12-plane  squadron  from  the  East 
Coast  Expeditionary  Force  of  the  Marines  from  Quantico,  Va.  During  the  week,  a 
squadron  of  flying  patrol  boats  of;..the  Ravy  flew  to  the  Races  and  anchored  inside 
the  Cleveland  breakwater,  and  the  famous  Siskin  Flight  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Air 
Force  come  over  the  border  and  ‘Derforcod  their  bag  of  tricks, 

Fne  personnel  of  the  Army  representation  were  as  follows: 

From  Self ridge  Field 

Commanding  Officer  of  Air  Corps  Troops  - Major  George  H.  Brett 

Executive  ^jor  Gerald  E,  Brower 

Liaison  and  Operations  Lieut.  John  S.  Griffith 

Engineering  Officer  --  Lieut.  Harlan  T.  McCormick 

Adjiitant Lieut.  A.  B.  Ballard 


RM  Squadron  Blade  Sq!.iadron 

Formed  by  pilots  and  planes  from  the 


27th  and  94th  Squadrons 

Major  Gerald  E.  Brower  ) 
Lieut.  Harry  A.  Johnson) 
Lieut.  Cecil  E,  Henry 
Lieut.  Kenneth  W.  Mosher 
Lieut.  Carl  R.  Feldmann 
Theodore  M.  Bolen 
Flint  Garrison,  Jr. 
Rorris  B.  Harbold  - 
Jarred  V.  Crabb 
Hugh  0.  Coleman  (Re 
Wm.  R.  Swain  (Res.) 
Ra;>Tnond  P.  Todd  (Res.) 


17th  and  56th  Scfuadrons 
Alternate  Squadron  (Lieut.  John  S . Griffith 


Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Lieut . 
Lieut . 
Lieut . 
Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Lieut . 
Lieut. 
Lieut . 
Lieut, 
Lieut, 


Commanders 
(Res. ) 

- Flight  Leader 

.) 


Roger  M.  Ramey Flight  Leader  - 

Robert  ¥.  Humphries  (Res.) 

George  F.  McGuire 
Francis  H.  Griswold 
Wm,  B.  Clements  (Res.) 

Wm.  R.  Allemang  (Res.) 

Several  substitutions  among  the  above  pilots  were  made  during  the  course 
the  Races,  but  tlie  above  names  are  those  of  the  original  participants. 
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(Lieut.  John  M.  Sterling 
Lieut.  Thayer  S.  Olds 
‘ Lieut . Hanlon  H.  Van  Auken 
Lieut.  Robert  W.  Burns 
Lieut,  Robert  J.  Hixson  (Res.) 
Lieut'.  Lle^vellyn  0.  Ryan 
-Lieut.  Donald  L.  Putt 
Lieut.  Arthur  R.  Strunk  (Res.) 
Lieut,  John  M.  Hodgson  (Res.) 
Lieut . Claude  L. Br ignall (Re s . ) 
Lieut.  Walter  R,  Pharr  (Res.) 

• Lieut.  Eldred  L.  Gann  (Res.) 
Lieut.  Wm.  B.  Poe  (Res.) 

Lieut.  Brnnett  F.  Yost 
Lieut.  Rorman  D.  Sillin 
Lieut.  Curtis  E.  Smith  (Res.) 
Lieut,  Felix  Waitkus  (Res.) 

of 


Pilots  of  "Plying  Comet"  from  Wri^it  Field,  Ohio. 


Csijptain  St.  Clair  Streett  ) 

Lietit,  John  H.  Corkille  ) Each  pilot  flew  the  "Comet"  two  or  three 
• Lieiit.  James  E,  Parker  ) successive  nij^its, 

Lieut.  Clements  Mcltollen  ) 

Lieut.  Harrison  G.  Crocker) 

Air  Corps  Representatives  from  Washington,  D.C. 

Captain  A.  B,  McDaniels,  Liaison  between  Air  Corps  participants  and  Chief 
of  the  Air  Coips. 

Lieut.  Roland  Birnn,  Press  Relations,  Broadcasts  and  Announcements. 

Lieut,  J.  S,  Edgerton,  Assistant  Press  Relations. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Albright,  Photography. 

Several  distingaished  visitors  from  the  Air  Corps  were  present  for  varying 
lengths  of  time  at  the  races,  among  them  being  the  Hen.  F.  Trubee  Davison, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War  for  Aeronautics;  Brigadier  Generals  H.  Conger  Pratt 
and  Charles  H.  Danforth,  Assistant,  Chiefs  of  the  Air  Corps;  Colonel  Frank  P. 
Lahra  and  Lieut  .-Colonel  Henry  K.  Arnold,  who  v/ere  introduced  over  the  public  ad- 
dress system  to  the  audience. 

In  a way,  the  Army  opened  and  closed  the  Show.  On  the  evening  before  the 
opening  day,  Captain  Streett  took  the  "Comet"  aloft  and,  flying  over  the  water- 
front, ignited  the  bundles  of  magnesium  flares  benea/oh  the  lower  wings  of  his 
little  Curtiss  P~l,  and  with  the  Prestone-cooled  J>-12  engine  going  full  throttle 
described  one  fiery  loop  after  another  to  anno'unce  to  Clevelanders  that  there 
soon  would  be  a big  event  in  their  midst. 


The -Show  began  on  Saturday,  August  29  th.  The  Army  put  on  its  usual  30- 
t day  afid  on  successive  days,  as  follows: 

Saturday  - Routine;  night  flying  of  the  "Comet." 

Sunday  - Except  for  flying  of  "Comet,"  there  was  no  Army 
participation,  due  to  regulations  prohibiting 
Sunday  part icipiat ion  in  such  events. 

Mondaj^  - Routine;  night  flying  of  the  "Comet." 

Tuesday  -(Army  Day)'  Routine, ""tilth  entire  First  Pursuit  - 
Group  from  Selfridge  Field.  Rain  interrupted 
Show  after  the  routine  flight. 

Wednesday-  Rain,  no  Sliow. 

Thursday  - (Navy  Day).  Except  for  night  flying  of  "Comet," 
the  Army  did  not  participate  on  Havy  Day.  Recip- 
rocal agreement  between  Army  and  Navy. 

Friday  - Routine  - Three  Turtles  - Right  flying  of  "Comet." 
Saturday  - Same  as  Friday. 

Suuiday  - Same  as  for  August  .50th.  Right  flying  of  "Comet." 
Monday  (Labor  Day)  Routine.  Right  flying  of  "Comet." 

A typical  example  of  the  routine  follows.  Led  by  their  designated  leaders 
on  alternate  days  - Take-off  by  Squadrons  - 

1.  Pass  in  Review  past  grandstands,  R.  to  S. 

2.  Red  Squadron  - Column  of  elements  in  line  (3  planes  in  each  element 

abreast  of  each  other)  S.  to  R. 

Black  Squadron  - Column  of  flights  in  line  (6  planes  in  each  flight  { 
abreast  of  each  other)  S.  to  R. 

3.  Red  Squadron,  R.  to  S.  form  letter  "A". 


Aug. 

29  th  - 

Aug. 

. 30th  - 

Aug. 

31st  - 

Sept . 

1st  - 

Sept , 

2nd  - 

Sept . 

3rd  - 

Sept. 

4th  - 

Sept . 

5th  - 

Sept . 

6th  - 

Sept . 

7th  - 

Black  Squadron,  R.  to  S.  form  letters"A.  C." 

4.  On  s-pecial  days,  such  a^s  "Engineers  Day,"  "Early  Birds’  Day,"  "Cleveland 

Day,"  and  the.  like,  appropriate  letters  were  formed  by  the  two 
Squadrons,  flying  in  formation  from  S.  to  R. 

5.  Red  Squ.adron  - Forming  a solid  wedge  formation,  R.  to  S.,  then  an.  arrow 

formation  S,.  to  R,  As  the  formation  flew  past  the  spectators,  the 
changing  perspective  made  it  aupear  as  though  the  pilots  were  moving 


from  the  solid  wedge  to  a closely  massed  line  formation. 

Black  Squadron  - While  the  Red  Squadron  was  thus  engaged,  the  Blacks 
strung  out  and  climbed  in  a "Rat  Race,"  a follow- the-leader  movement 
of  twisting  and  turning,  meantime  climbing  for  altitude  where  they 
reformed  into  a standard  stmadron  formation,  as  the  Red  Squadron  was 
‘passing  in  its  arrow  fonnation. 

6 . Black  Squadron  - from  squadron  formation  to  180  deg.  turning  dives  by 
elements,  reforming  at  lower  altitude  to  squadron  formation. 

-316-  ?-6179,A.C. 


7. 


8. 


Red  Squadron  - from  arrow  to  squadron  formation,  climbing,  then  making 
180  degree  ■ turning  di'ifes  as- one  squadron,  all  in  clo.se  formation. 

Red  Squadron  - stringing  out'  in  column  after  «quadron-:t-urning-«dive  and 
in  Lufberry  circles  at  low  altitude  (500  feet). 

Blade  Squadron  - elements  in  echelon.. 

Red  Squadron  ) Pass  in  review'  in  group  formation  and  lahd. 

Black  Squadron) 

Ihe  roaring  of  the'  airplanes  as.  they  dove  from  the  heights,  the  beautiful 
precision  evident  from  the  close  formation  flying,  the  spectacle  of  the  squad- 
ron disintegrating  in  the  as  its  elements  tumbled  down  - all  in  perfect  syn- 
chronization - to  a lower  altitude,  "took"  with  the  audience  at  the  Airport. 

During  the  few  lulls  in  the  fast  and  furious  program,  the  Army  Air  Corps 
announcer  described  the  planes,  the  personalities  among  the  participating 
pilots,  the  meaning  of  the  various  formations j'  and  the  hi^  lights  of  Army 
flying. 

"*****  Ihese  planes  are  Boeing  P-12-D  Pursuit  planes  from  the  1st 
Pursuit  Group  at  Selfridge  Field,  Mich;,  with  Pratt-Whitney  'Wasp*  radial  air- 
cooled engines,  these  engines  being  equrpped  with  superchargers  for  high-alti- 
tude performance."  ' , 

« Except  for  the  Ifejor  and  one  or  two  first  lieutenants,  the 

rest  of  the  36  pilots  are  but  junior  officers,  some  only  a few  months  out  of  the 
Plying  School  at  Kelly  Field  - a demonstration  of  the  high  state  of  proficiency 
of  our  Army  trained  pilots." 

"Second  Lieut.  Sterling,  but  sixteen  months  out  of  the  flying  school,  lead- 
ing the  Black  Squadron  in  the  precision  evolutions  you  are  about  to  witness." 

"Major  Brower,  a graduate  in  civil  and  aeronautical  engineering,  forming 
his  squadron  into  a huge  ’E*  in  honor  of  the  Engineers  here  today." 

"Lieut.  Harry  Jolinson,  war-time  pilot,  leading  his  composite  Red  Squadron, 
formed  from  the  94th  Squadron,  the  old  outfit  of  Eddie  Rickenbacker,  and  the 
27th  Squadron,  in  which  Frank  Luke  perfomed  his  gallant  exroloits  oler  war-torn 
France."  . . 

"And  now  the  Black  Squadron  roars  past  the  grandstand,  led  by  the  intrepid 
Lieut.  "Jack"  Griffith,  a British  'Ace,~‘  a veteran  of  the  campaign  in  Russia, 
and  now  in  the  active  service  of  Uncle  Sam's  Army  Air  Corps." 

Undeniably,  the  crowd  was  thrilled,  but  the  climak  of  appreciation  came 
when  the  "[Three  Turtles",  whose  act  had  been  delayed  on  Tues^y  (Army  Day)  by  a 
-rain  squall,  put  on  their  three-plane  show  on  Friday  afternoon.  It  was  a strik- 
ing demonstration  of  close  order  flying,  vertical  banks  and  loops,  with  the 
three  planes  acting  as  one,  followed  by  their  finale,  twice  executed.  This  was 
the  element  flying  in  a close  'V,'  the  element  barrel- rolling  as  a single  unit, 
the  leader  slow-rolling  and  forming  the  axis  for  the  flank  men  who  turned  cork- 
screffTolls  about  him,  all  three  working  simultaneously  to  make  the  element-roll 
a marvel  of  smoothness  in  motion. 

The  "Three  Turtles"  - the  name  is  made  striking  by  its  incongruity  - were  - 
Leader  - Lieut.  John  S.  Griffith 
Lieut.  R.  W.  Burns 
•Lieut.  H.  H.  Van  Aulcen 

On  Tuesday,  "Army  Day,"  the  Army  participants  took  off  from  the  Airport  and 
flew  out  over  the  Lake  front  to  meet  an  additional  body  of  planes  and  pilots  ar- 
riving from  Selfridge  Field,  the  P-6  planes  of  the  36th  Squadron  which  had  here- 
tofore not  made  their  appearance  at  these  Races.  PromiDtly  on  schedule,  the  whole 
Pursuit  Group  aippeared  on  the  scene,  .this  time  going  through  their  paces  as  a 
group  of  •, four  12-plane  squadrons,  led  by  Major  Brower  in  a command  plane. 

^ere  was  a blank  file  in  one  of  the  squadrons.  Lieut.  Thayer  S.  Olds, 
pilo-ting  an  XP-12,  V7hile  his  squadron  was  on  the  lake  front  awaiting  the  arrival 
of  the  p-6»s,  suddenly  felt  his  ship  vibrate  in  an  unusual  manner,  the  vibrations 
increasing  to  such  an  extent  that  the  instrument  board  of  the  -plane  shattered, 
and  the  vibrations  were  visible  to  his  formation-mates.  Fearing  this  condition 
would  grow. worse,  Lieut.  Olds  jumped  while  he  still  had  sufficient  altitude.  His 
airplane  landed  in  a vacant  field,  and, he  landed,  via  parachute,  in  the  lalce, 
being  rescued  and  found  to  be  in  much  better  condition  than  his  air-plane, 
although  vibrating  himself  from  the  cold  water,  ducking.  The  outfit  carried  on, 
however,  and  Olds'  drop-ping  out  caused  no  delay  in  the  subsequent  scheduled 
program. 

Several  times  during  the  course  of  the  Races,  the  Army  xolanes  went  aloft  on 
i^ight  maneuvers  and  staged  a omewhat  subdued  program,  their  navigation  lights 
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giving  the  impression  of  a flsring  Cliristmas  tree  being  carted  about  the  skies. 
This  demonstration  served  as  a forerunner  for  the  nocturnal  climax  of  the 
"Flying  Comet,"  x^reviously  described. 

If  the  non-pilots  in  the  audience  could  not  always  appreciate  the  precision 
and  faultless  movements  of  the  Army  flyers,  they  could  and  .did  respond  to  the 
spectacular  part  of  their  tactical  maneuvers,  the  Luf berry  circles,  diving  turns, 
sudden  changes  in  formations  and  the  like.  A motion  picture  of  the  crowd  in  the 
grandstands,  taken  by  an- amateur  photographer,  shows  a whole  sea  of  craning 
necks,  of  eyes  aloft  watching  the  show  in  the  sky.  It  was  taken  during  the 
Army’ s part  on  the  programl 

— .-oOo 


HAWAIIAl'J  AIR  DEPOT  A BUSY  PLA.CE 

The  Engine  Repair  Section  of  the  Hawaiian  Air  Depot  completed  some  450  Work 
Orders  during  the  past  Fiscal  Year,  which  included  the  overhaul  of  two  marine 
engines  and  other  work  ranging  from  the  nickel  plating  of  fire  bells  to  the 
routine  repair  of  aircraft  equipment  required  of  the  Depot  to  give  service  to 
the  line.  The  receipt  of  new  equipment  and  an  increased  rnmiber  of  aircraft 
engines  for  the  Hawaiian  Department  necessitated  a large  expansion  program,  whicb 
is  nearly  completed.  It  was  found  necessary  to  add  several  new  departments  - 
the  installation  of  equipment  necessary  for  cadmium  plating,  sand  blasting,  spark 
plug  cleaning  and  overhaul;  a baking  oven;  enlarging  of  the  cleaning  department;  | 
installation  of  a nev^  steam  heating  plant  and  a new  air  compressor  system  which 
is  now  in  operation;  remodeling  of  test  blocks  to  acommodate  the  new  type  engines 
and  roviding  of  more  room  for  the  storage  of  engines. 

Since  the  Depot  Supply  Department  was  moved  from  Honolulu  to  Luke  Field,  a 
marked  improvement  was  noted  in  the  time  required  to  obtain  supplies  for  the  Aers 
Repair  Department  of  the  Depot.  j 

oOo— 

HEW  IHSIGHIA  FOR  FOURTH  OBSERVATION  SQM.  I 

Tlie  War  Department  lias  approved  a new  distinctive  insignia  for  the  4th 
Observation  Squadron.  The  design  was  develoioed  from  an  idea  which  consists  of  a 
"Cross  estoilee  divided  per  saltire  and  iper  cross  or/and  azure."  The  half  gold 
and  half  blue  represent  toy  and  ni^t  observation,  while  the  four-point  figure 
represents  the  number  Of  the  squadron. ' 

oOo 

LIGHTER- THAN-AIR  PILOTS  SHOW  CLASS  IN  BOIVIBING 


Lighter- than-air  pilots  of  Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111.,  completed  their 
record  bombing  recently  with  a record  .of  100  percent  experts.  The  average  of 
the  ten  pilots  in  the  bombing  at  intermediate  altitude,  3,000  feet,  was  96.93^. 
The  qualification  necessary  for  "Expert"  rating  is  85^. 

First  Lieut.  Fred  A.  Ingalls  topped  the  list  v.ith  99.3^,  malcing  six  bulls- 
eyes  on  the  200-foot  circle,  and  only  missing  by  a fev/  feet  with  his  other  two 
bombs.  Cit)se  behind  Lieut.  Ingalls  were  Captain  Douglas  Johnston  and  Master 
Sergeant  Olin  Brown,  with  99^.  The . complete  scores. were; 

1st  Lieut.  Fred  A.  Ingalls  -----  99.3^  Captain- Elmer  J.  Bowling  - - - 97.1' 

Captain  Douglas  Johnston  - - ...  - - 99.0^  1st  Lieut.  George  G.  Cressey  - 96, 8| 

Master  Sgt.  Olin  Brown  --99.0^  Captain  Ira  R.  Koenig 96.3' 

Master  Sgt.  Joseph  H.  Bishop  - - - - 98.3/o 
Captain  Roger  S.  McCullough  - - - - 97.5^ 

oOo 


Captain  Or  in  J.,  Bushey  - - - ~ 95. 2| 
Warrant  Officer  R.E.  Lassiter  91. 6| 


The  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  at  RoclOTell  Field,  Coronado  Calif. , recently  en- 
gaged in  a short  session  of  ground  gunnery,  using  fifty  caliber  guns.  Six  ships  j 
fired  each  day,  and  the  results  were  very  interesting,  Lieut.  A.F.  Solter, 
Armament  Officer  of  the  Sqiiadron,  made  preliminary  tests  with  these  guns  and  dis- 
covered that  it  was  necessary  to  extend  the  blast  tube  past  the  front  of  the  rin^  ; 
cowling  in  order  to  prevent  the  cowling  from  being  blown  off.  Once  installed 
with  this  extension,  the  guns  functioned  perfectly  and  the  gunnery  practice  was  | 
run  off  in  quick  time,  . ■ 


'K 
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DUSTING-  lOR  MOSqtJITOES  IN  PMA.I.'IA.  ' V '' 
Ijy  the  News  Letter  Corres-pondent 


historical  spot  where  Pirate  Sir  Henry  Morgan  waged  war 
and- finallj’-  destroyed  the  city  of  Old  Panama,  the  Air  Cor^ps  in  co- 
operation -with  the  Health  Department  of  The  Panama  Canal  is  at  -ores- 
ent  Vfaging  war  on  larvae  of  mlarial  mosquitoes  which  are  hreeding 
in  the  large  marsh  in  the  vicinity  of  Prance  Pield.  Contrary  to  the  report 
that  has  been  circulated,.-  this  is  the  first  time  dusting  by  airplane  for  the 
purpose  of  killing  mosquito,  larvae  has  been  attempted  in  Panama  or  the  Canal 
Zone, 


Tlie  warfare  to  exterminate  the  larvae  of  the  mosquitoes,  which  are  carriers 
of  malaria,  is  being  waged  by  dusting  the  breeding  area,  about  four  square 
miles,  with  a mixture  of  Paris  Green  made  by  mixing  one  part  Paris  Green  by 
wei^t  with  four  iparts  by  wei^it  of  dust  obtained  from  local  clay. 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  Paris  Green  mixture  in  the  airplane  and 
securing  as  even  a distribution  as  possible,  a hopper  S7"  x .28”,  with  a tapered 
bottom  connected  to  a tube,:8,'t  x 10”  x 15”  in  leng'fch  on  the  lower  . end  of  which 
was  fastened  a venturi  tube,-  was  constructed.  The  front  opening  of  the  venturi 
tube  is  14”  x 14”,  the  overall  length  27”  and  the  rear  opening  26”x  17”.  The 
material  used  was  l6  gauge  ge^lvanized  iron.  Tne  quantity  of  dust,  to  be  releas- 
ed was  controlled  by  means  of  a flap  valve  placed  with  its  operating  axis  in  a 
fore  and  aft  position  in  the  tube  connecting  the  hepper  with  the  venturi  tube 
and  attached  ,to  ^„rod  extending  up  through  the' hopper.  To  the  upper  end  of 
this  rod,  at  an  angle  of  90°,  a second  rod  \ms  attached  so  that  the  operator 
could  regulate  the  opening  of  the  flar)  valve  by  de-pressing  the  rod  vdiich  ex- 
tended about  two  feet  over  the  side  of  the  hopper.  Experience,  however,  showed 
that  the  above  method  of  controlling  the  quantity  of  dust  was  not, entirely  sat- 
isfactory, because  the  weig^it  of  the  mixture  in  the  lio-pper  had  a tendency  tp'’.' 
force  the  flap  valve  to  open  too- wide,  and  the  mixture'  fed  faster  on  the  left 
side  of  the  fla-p  valve  than  on  the  right  side,  thereby  -producing  an  uneven  dis- 
tribution. This  defect  was  remedied  by  placing  a flap  valve  with  itx  axis  in  a 
lateral  -position  and  extending  the  shaft  so  tha,t  it  is  now  o-perated  by  means  of 
a bell*-crank  and  lever  mounted  on  a quadrant  which  holds  the  lever  in  -position 
when  the  pp roper  quantity  of  dust  is  being  released. 

Some  trouble  was  experienced  by  the  mixture  in  the  ho-p-per  packing,  but 
this  was  overcome  by  the  operator  either  ta-pping  the  tube  between,  the  hoip-per 
and  the  venturi  or  moving  the  operating  handle  slightly.  To  overcome  this  dif- 
ficulty in  future  dustings,  . it  ■ is  -proposed  to  install  a wind-driven  agitator  in 
the  tube  just  above  the  flap  valve.  The  agitator  will  be  a sliaft  with  tv/o  or 
three  bow-.shaxoed  -pieces  of  vdre  soldered  to  it  so  that  its  maximum  diameter  will 
be  about  four  inches. 

The  equi-pment  described  above  was  installed  in  a K5A  Bomber  of  the  25th 
Bombardment  Squadron,  Prance  Pield,  Canal  Zone,  by  making  a floor  to  re-place  the 
regular  floor  of  the  bomb-bay  and  sim-ply  cutting  a hole  24"  x 28”  through  it  to 
allow  the  lower  section  of  the  hopper,  the  connecting  tube  and  the  venturi  to 
-project  two  feet  below.  This  -provided  a clearance  of  about  two  feet  between 
the  loTi/er  rear  ed-ge  of  the  venturi  a'nd  the  ground, 

Tho  first , dusting  of  the  breeding  area  was  made  July  20th;  the  second  July 
27th^and  the  third  August  4th.  On  each  occasion  two  flights  were  made  with  aip- 
loroximately  600  -pounds  of  the  dusting  mixture  each  trip.  The  dusting  material 
was  loa,ded  into  the  -plane  at  the-  Pa'nama  National  Air-port,  Paitilla  Po'int jX’yhich 
is  aoout  two  miles  air-line  from  Old  Panama.  Consequently,  the  time  required 
for  each  flight  was  only  15  to  20  minutes,  the  act-oa.l  dusting  o-perations  requir- 
ing about  10  to  12  minutes  of  that  time.  The  altitude  of  the  piane  during  dust- 
ing was  from  20  to  40  feet.  A bombing  ulane  was  selected  because  it  could  carry 
a greater  weight  and  the  equi-pment  could  be  installed  without  modifying  the  plane 
in  any  way.  The  complete  ap-paratus  can  be  installed  or  removed  in  15  minutes. 

Tlie  success  of  these  dust i-ag  operations ' is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  T)rac- 
tically  all  the  larvae  were' killed  and  those  which  rem.ained  alive  were  in  . the 
first  larval  stage  and  wore  too  small  to  ingest  any  of  the  uarticles  of  the 
■poison  mixture. 

It  is  necessary  to  repeat  the  dusting  at  intervals  of  seven  days  in  order  to 
estroy  all  larvae  before  they  can  develop  into  the  mosquito.  It  is  believed, 
owever,  that  seve-n  to  ten  dustrngs  during  the  malaria  season  will  kill  practi- 
cally all  of  the  larvae  of  the  malaria  (Ano-^heles)  variety.  This  me-fehod  is  eii- 
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tirely  practical)!©  over  rauch  larger  areas  than  that  covered  in  the  -present  dnst-  i 
ing  operations  and  will  in  all  prohahility  he  extended  to  other  and  larger  areas  “ 
in  the  future. 

Unfortunately,  however,  dusting  with  the  Paris  Green  mixture  kills  only  the  |; 
malaria  carrier  variety  of  mosqaito  larvae  and  does  not  kill  the  other  varieties  r 
which,  although  not  really  dangerous,  are  a pest  nevertheless.  It  is  accordingly  ' 
planned  to  experiment  with  spraying  oil  from  an  airplane  in  order  to  secure  a 
film  of  oil  on  the  collections  of  water  where  they  breed.  It  is  believed  that  ■ 
the  application  of  oil  will  not  only  be  more  effective  but  also  cheaper,  due  to  I 
its  lower  cost  and  the  fact  that  a fewer  number  of  applications  would  be  required.i 

oOo ' 

SOWIUG  SEEDS  lU  HA.WAII  VIA  THE  AIKPLANE 

It  seems  that  of  late  Army  Air  Corps  personnel  stationed  outside  of  the  con-  I 
tinental  limits  of  the  United  States  have  been  using,  their  planes  in  purely  Ij 

■peaceful  -pursuits.  Shortly  following  the  receipt  of  the  preceding  article  touch- 
ing on  the  mosquito  dusting  in  Panama,  a contribution  was  received  from  the  18th 
Com-posite  Wing,  Air  Corps,  Port  Shafter,  T.H.,  stating  that,  at  the  request  of 
the  Porestry  Divisio'n  of  the  Hawaiian  Sugar  Planters*  Association  and  the  Terri-  | 
torial  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Porestry,  bombing  airplanes  have  been  utilized  ! 
i'n  'planting  seed  over  the  mountain  area  of  Oahu.  ; 

Several  flights  are  made  each  year  over  areas  difficult  to  plant  by  ground 
methods.  Pormerly  the  Army  Pokker  plane,  ’’Bird  of  Paradise,"  famous  for  the 
flight  from  Oakland,  Calif.,  to  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  in  1927,  by  Lieuts.  IMtland 
and  Hegenberger,  was  used  for  the  seeding,  and  as  much  as  a ton  of  seed  was  sown 
at  one  time,  How  smaller  quantities  are  scattered  from  the  rear  cock'pit  of  | 

.bombing  airplanes.  j 

The  definition  of  a Bombing  plane  appears  to  be  due  for  a revision  - hurling: 
bombs,  dusting  mosquitoes,  sowing  seed  - what  next? 

oOo — - I 

‘ £ SHAPK  SCiau  THAT  mS  A PALSE  ALARM  | 

"Although  besieged  by  rain  and  a group  of  twenty  Reserve  officers  on  a two 
weeks*  tour  of  active  duty,"  says  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent , "Mitchel  Pield 
pilots  have  had  the  hum-drum  routine  of  daily  life  broken  by  several  startling  | 
incidents.  The  first,  and  undoubtedly  the  most  remarkable,  was  the  discovery  ' 
by  Lieut,  Thomas  Steed,  Air  Corps,  of  a school  of  man-eating  sharks  cavorting 
playfully  off  these  Bhores.  i 

Our  sharp  eyed  observer,  while  returning  from  Langley  Pield,  noted  a strange: 
movcmont  in  the  water  a few  miles  north  of  Atlantic  City.  Circling  do\m  he  dis- 
covered a school  of  about  one  hundred  sharks  headed  south.  Their  average  length  i 
was  somewhere  between  twenty  and  thirty  feet.  This  to  most  -people  would  be  suffii 
cie-nt  cause  to  believe  them  man-eaters.  Peelrng  the  urge  to  practice  some  'drop  !i 
messages,*  Lieut.  Steed  wrote  out  several  'estimates  of  the  situation*  which  he  I 
dro-pped  on  the  crowded  beaches.  A rapid  evacuation  of  the  water  was  quickly  I 
effected  and  our  -pilot  continued  on  his  flight.  j 

The  story  was  related  in  the  -post  operations  office  at  Mitchel  Pield,  and  ' 
through  irregular  cha-nnels  reached  the  Hew  York  Police  Department  in  a rather 
irregular  form.  Hews-papers  spread  the  story  that  great  schools  of  sharks  were 
off  Sandy  Hook  and  headed  for  Coney  Island.  Warnings  were  -posted  and  beaches  ■ 
deserted  everywhere.  The  '-pride  of  Hew  York*  valiantly  step-ped  into  the  breach 
and,  armed  with  machine  guns  and  tear  bombs,  set  sail  to  stem  the  tide.  Before 
they  could  get  in  any  gunnery  -practice,  however,  word  came  from  Atlantic  City 
that  the  scare  had  been  caused  by  a -playful  school  of  por'poises." 

oOo-' — 

The  17th  Pursuit  Squadron,  1st  Pursuit  Grou-p,  Self  ridge  Pield,  Mich. , sent 
a flight  of  airplanes  with  one  :blank  file  to  fly  over  the  funeral  ceremonies  of 
the  late  Lieut.  Robert  D.  Moor  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  on  August  25th.  Lieut.  Moor  was 
a war-time  -pilot,  and  was  recently  transferred  from  Selfridge  Pield  to  Detroit, 
Mich.,  as  Instructor  of  the.  national  Guard  unit  there  until  his  fatal  accident  on 
August  2ord. 
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PAMCKUTE  JUMPER  PHOTOGRAPHS  HIMSELP  DURING  HIS  PALL 
'Suf  Corporal  Garland  E.  Cain,  Air  Corps  Teclmical  School  Detachment 
(As  told  to  Captain  Saimiel  C . Slcenip)  . 

EVIRYBODY  asks  how  one  ^eels  when  jtunping  from  a plane  high  in  the  air. 

The  man  who  does  seldom  can  descrihe  his  sensations  after  his  parachute 
has  brought  him  do\7n  safely,  Tlie  strain  of  the  descent  immediately  is 
gone.  The  look  of  concern  which  he  wore  when  'bailing' out ’ changes  to 
a broad  grin  of  satisfaction  the  instant  contact  is  made  with  Mother  Earth, 

It  seemed  worth  ?;hile  to  try  to  take  some  pictures  of  myself  in  the  act  of 
making  apparachute  drop'.  If  successful,  the  photos  would  be  a permanent  record 
of  facial  expressions  on  the  way  down. 

How  to  do  it  was  the  problem,  Tlie  parachute  drop  itself  would  be  easy.  I 
had  already  made  six.  Another  would  be  just  one  more.  Bit  hov;  was  one  to  get 
i a camera  compact  and  light  enough  to  be  carried,  and  capable  of  focusing  sharply 
out  at  arm’s  length?  The  answer  was  so  easy  as  to  be  startling. 

"A  Brownie  box  camera  taking  vest-pocket  size  pictures  would  do.  If  by 
chance  it  became  lost  or  bro]ien,  the  cost  would  be  just  a dollar  and  a half.  The 
only  adaptations  that'  were  required  were  the  soldering-'  of  an  extension  piece  on 
the  finger  lever  for  easier  snapping,  and  the  riveting  of  a ring  foi"  a lanyard 
to  lessen,  the  risk  of  losing  the  camera.  Tv/o  of  these  cameras  were  fitted  up, 
j one  being  marked  with  white  chalk  so  that  they  could  be  distingaished. 

I Permission  was  had  to  make  a j'ump  at  Chanute  Field  on  August  3rd.  At  two- 

thirty  the  sky  was  cloudless,  and  the  wind  not  over  seven  miles  an  hour  at  any 
altitude  up  to  4,500  feet.  I took  position  on  the  right  wing  of  the  only 
Keystone  Bomber  at  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School,  leaning  back  against  the  rear 
outer  bay  strut.  Technical  Sergeant  Douglas  M.  Swisher,  2nd  Lieut.,  Air  Reserve, 
flew  the  Bomber  up  to  four  thousand  feet  over  the  airdrome.  A cameraman  in  the 
rear  cockpit  snapped  a picture  showing  me  in  the  act  of  j-umping  clear  of  the 
broad  aileron,  and  just  starting  to  pull  the  rip  cord. 

It  took  about  eight  hundred  feet  before  I was  ready  to  begin  taking  pictures 
of  myself.  By  that  time  the  training  chute  had  already  filled  with  air  and  the 
first  camera  had  been  brought  into  position  for  the  first  snap  shot.  There  was 
plenty  of  time.  The  only  difficulty  was  tliat  the  chute  had  to  be  turned  so  that 
the  sun  would  not  shine  on  the  lens  of  the  camera. 

There  were  eight  shots  in  each  camera.  Snaps  were  taken  from  arm’s  length 
from  as.  many  different  angles,  as  possible,  with  the  idea  of  getting  the  face  in 
each  picture. ' Some  of  the  pictures  were  good,  for  others  the  camera  was  not 
pointed  just  right,  and  a few  were  badly  .jfogged  by  the  brilliant  reflected 
light  from  the  white  silk  of  the  chute  above.  As  the  ground  came  up  to  meet  me, 
two  shots  were  taken  with  the  camera  pointed  down  to  show  how  the  approaching 
earth  looked. 

Letting  the  two  cameras  hang  by  their  lanyards,  I Imd  both  hands  free  to 
manage  the  chute  for  the  landing.  Neither  camera  v;as  injured  in  the  least  in 
the  final  tumble. 

The  surprising  thing  about  these  pictures  was  that  all  of  them  showed  ex- 
actly the  same  ex;oression  - an  easy  confidence  in  the  outcome." 

oOo— 

BLUE  RIBBONS  FOR  SCOTT -FIELD  HOMING  PIGEONS 

Scott  Field  homing  pigeons  carried  away  a fine  lot  of  ribbons  in  their  first 
indoor  showing  of  the  season  at  the  Illinois  State  Fair  at  Springfield,  111,,  on 
August  24th,  Staff  Sergeant  Max  Bronkhurst  took  twenty  of  the  government  birds 
to  this  show,  and  every  bird  except  one  was  in  the  prize  money,  Tlie  loss  of  a 
prize  by  this  one  bird  was  due  to  the  loss  of  many  feathers  while  being  shipped. 
In  the  class  for  100-mile  record  birds,  one  of  the  toughest  in  the  show, 
the  Scott  Field  loft  carried  away  first  and  second  honors  in  both  the  hen  and 
cock  classes  with  the  four  birds  entered.  Two  fine  birds, entered  in  the  300-mile 
class,  took  the  two  first  ribbons,  and  another  fine  cock  landed  the  blue  ribbon 
in  the  400-mile  class.  Three  cocks  all  landed  first  place  honors  in  the  young 
bird  classes  and  three  hens  all  placed. 

In  addition  to  the  homers,  Sergeant  Bronkhurst  took  four  pouter  pigmies  to 
the  show.  These  birds,  which  belong  to  Mrs.  John  A.  Paeg-elow,  wife  of  the  post 
commander,  brought  home  a first,  second,  third  and  fourth  place  ribbon. 

The  total  prizes  awarded  the  Scott  Field  birds  were:  nine  firsts,  seven 
seconds,  three  thirds,  three  fourths  and  one  fifth. 
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THE  PROCESS  OE  SIGHTING,  HOLDING,  AlTD  EIEIIJG  A TARGET  PISTOL 
By  Lieut.  J.  L,  Hitchings, • Air  Corps. 

(TLe  11th  Article  of  this  'Series) 

We  have  now  progressed  far  enough  in  our  discussion  of  the  technique  of 
-pistol  shooting  to  teike  u-p  the  s'e qaence  of  events  in  firingrU  shot  and  to  add 
the  final  ste-ps  in  that  -process.  It  is  assumed  in  this'  article  that  Patridge 
type  sights,  which  are  now  standard  for  American  target  pistols,  are  used. 

First,  we  get  the  correct  -position  of  our  feet.  Then,  taking  the  pistol 
in  our  left  hand,  we  adjust  the  palm,  the  second  finger,  and  the  trigger  finger 
of  the  right  hand  to  it  as  explained  in  a -previous  article.  This  is  done  at 
the  position  of  "Raise  Pistol,"  For  subsequent  shots,  it  is  nat  necessary  to. 
return  to  this  -position.  The  gri-p  on  the  -pistol  being  retained,- the  arm,  after 
reloading,  may  be  extended  to  the  old  duelling  position  of  "Ready"  ~ that  is, 
pointed  to  the  front  and  down,  at  an  angle  of  45  degrees  with  the  horizontal, - 
and  then  brought  up  to  the  firing  -position.  • 

As  we  extend  our  am,  we  get  the'  correct  position  of  our  ri^t  shoulder, 
drop  both  shoulders,  place  our  left  hand  in  our  -pocket,  and  slump  down  a little 
with  our  whole  body,  to  secure  relaxation.  At  the  same  time,  beginning  with  : 
the  instant  when  we  begin  to  extend  our  am,  we  commence  another  iprocess,-  that 
of  taking  u-p  the  slack. 

The  amount  of  time  available  for  the  trigger  squeeze  on  a shot  is  limited 
by  the  length  of  time  we  can  hold  our  breath  without  strain.  This  will  be,  on 
the  average,  from  ten  to  fifteen  seconds.  Therefore,  THE  MORE  PRELIMIMRY 
PRESSURE  WE  CAH  EXERT  OH  THE  TRIGGER  BEFORE  WE  START  TO  HOLD  OUR  BREATH,  THE 
MORE  SLOW  AHD  EVEH  WE  CAR  MAKE  THE  FIHAL  TRIGGER  SQUEEZE.  The  process  of  ex- 
erting this  'preliminary  pressure  is  known  as  "taking  up  the  sla^."  We  must  do 
it  consciously,  judging  the  last  ounce  of  preliminary  pressure  we  can  -put  on 
the  trigger  and  still  be  sure  the  pistol  will  not  go  off.  Just  as  we  finish 
extending  our  arm  and  commence  the  alignment  of  our  sights,  we  take  a dee-p 
breath,  let  out  part,  and  hold  it. 

Before  attempt-lng  to  align  the  sights  with  the  bullseye,  we  :iiiast  align 
them  accurately  with  each  other.  The  front  sight  should  be  centered  in  the 
opening  of  the  rear  si^t  for  deflection,  and  the  top  of  the  front -sight  . 
broUi<^t  exactly  level  with  the  top  of  the  rear  sight.  Even  if  you  have -fixed 
sights  and  your  grou-p  is  not  centered,  do  not  correct  for  this  by  taking  your 
sights  differently. 

REFER  TAICE  A FIRE  OR  A COARSE  SIGHT;  ALWAYS  TAKE  YOUR  SIGHTS  IR  EDLACTLY 
THE  SAvIE  WAY,  ARD  TO  CHARGE  YOUR  AIM  EITHER  ADJUST  YOUR  SIGHTS  (IF  ADJUSTABLE), 

OR  CHARGE  YOUR  AIMIRG  POIRT. 

Rext  we  must  align  the  sights  with  the  target.  The  present  method  is  to 
SET  THE  TOP  OP  THE  FRORT  SIGHT  TARGSRT  TO  THE  KJTjLSEYE,  LEAVIRG  RO  WHITE  LIRE 
BETWEEIH  THEM.  In  using  the  former  method  of  leaving  a vdiite  line,,  it  was  found 
that  this  line,  always  inexact,  varied  a-p-preciably  in  actual  thickness  with  va- 
rieties in  the  light. 

The  correct  focus  of  the  eyes  has  been  the  subject  of  some  discussion. 

Much  trouble  has  been  caused  by  attempted  ap-pli cation  to  pistol  shooting  of  the 
old  rifleman’s  rule,  "take  your  last  glance" at  the  target."  The  correct  prin- 
ci'ple  for  sighting  any  ki'nd  of  firearm  is  believed  to  be,  "THE  LAST  GLARCE  I^ST 
ALWAYS  BE  AT  THE  MOST  URSTEADY  ALIGHMEH^T."  With  the  rifle,  this  is  the  sight- 
target  alignment;  with  the  pistol,  it  is  the  alignment  of  the  front  and  rear 
sights.  Thus  we  derive  -the  following  rule  for  pistol  shooting:  THE  LAST  GLARCE 
MUST  ALWAYS  BE  AT  YOUR  SIGHTS.  This  is  an  extremely  important  rule,  and  one 
frequently  violated  unconsciously.  J'ust  as  you  must  follow  through  with  your 
eye  in  golf,  so  you  must  follow  through  with  your  eye  in  shooting,  keeping  your 
sights  aligned  to  the  very  instant  of  the  ex-plosion.  Whenever  you  cannot  call 
your  shot,  you  may  be  sure  that  you  are  violating  this  rule.  . 

We  now  come  to  the  trigger-squeeze.  Many  instructors  content  themselves 
with  saying  that  an  increase  of  pressure  should  be  exerted  on  the  trigger  each 
time  the  sights  a-p-proach  the  aiming  point.  This  is  not  the  whole  story,  howevei?. 
For  the  best  accuracy,  the  barrel  must  be  absolutely  stationary  at  the  instant  of 
let-off.  To  secure  this  condition,  WE  PUT  THE  REXT  TO  THE  DiST  OURCE  OF  PRESSURE 
OR  TH-.  TRIGGER  DURIRG  THE  APPROACH,  ARD  THER  WAIT  FOR  THE  GUR  TO  COME  TO  REST  OR 
THE  AIIvRRG  POIRT,  WHER  WE  APPLY  THE  FIRAL  SQUEEZE.  The  latter  proce:i'G  is  known 
as  holding.  After  about  a second  it  occasions  enormous  strain;  if,  therefore, you 
do  not  succeed  in  getting  your  shot  off  at  once,  relax  your  arm,  retaining  the 
pressure  on  the  trigger,  then  bring  your  si^ts  back  on  the  aiming  -point  and  try 


it  again.  After  three  or  four  unsuccessful  attempts,  your  arm  will  he  so  tired 
that  you  should  lower  it  and  talce  a brief  rest.  It  is  said,  "Anyone  can  set  a 
pistol  off,  hut  it  takes  a good  shot  to  laiov;  when  to  set  his’ pistol  down."  It 
is  obvious  that  to  put  this  system  into  application,  you  must  he  able  to  gauge 
accurately  the  pressure  needed  to  set  your j gun  off.  To  he  able  to  gauge  this 
• pressure,  you  must,  in  turn,  grip  your  pistol  so  correctly  and  so  uniformly  that 
it  has  always  the  same  effective  pull.  A test  of  this  is  the  feeling  of  the 
lateral  balance  in  your  hand  when  the  pistol  is  properly  gri]pped,--  and  the  con- 
sciousness that  the  press'ure  of  your  second  finger  is  directly  upward  and  not 
to  either  side.  In  squeezing  the  trigger,  one  of  the  two. methods  of  controlling 
pressure  in  the  hand  should  be  used,  preferably  the  second. 

HOLDING  IS  OlffiY  POSSIELE  fHksi  THE  SIGHTS  COME  MTUEALLY  TO  A REST  OH  THE 
AIMIHG  POIHT.  If  your  arm  feels  strained  and  wants  to  move  in  a definite  direc- 
tion, up,  down,  or  to  one  side,  bring  it  down  and  correct  your  position  by  twist- 
ing or  bending  at  the  waist,  or  by  moving  ycrur  feet.  Whenever- your  sights  tend 
to  swing  back  and  forth  or  up  and  down,  get  a position  in  which  the  relaxed  end 
of  your  swing  brings  the  sights  on  to  the  aiming  -ooint.  Thus  you  will  be  able 
to  HOLD  AHD  LET  OPE. AT  THE  RELAXED  EKID  OE  YOUR  SWIHG. 

oOo*”—  • 

EIRST  PURSUIT  GROUP  PAYS  A VISIT  TO  CAMDIAH  COUSIHS 

A squadron  of  18  P-12  purs^iit  planes,  led  by  Major  George  Brett,  Commanding 
Officer  of  Self  ridge  Eield,  flew  to  Montreal,  Canada.,  at  the  invitation  of  the 
Montreal  Light  Airplane  Club,  to  take  'part  in  the  Canadian  national  Air  Pageant, 
held  at  the  Mmicipal  Airport  at  Montreal  on  August  15th  and  16th. 

The  Squadron  stopped  off  in  Buffalo,  H.Y.,  for  refueling.  The  Curtiss-Wright 
Corporation  was  host  to  members  of  the  flight  for  luncheon  during  the  refueling. 

Arriving  in  Montreal  about  4:30  -o.m. , after  a delightful  flight  around  the 
southern  edge  of  Lalce  Ontario  and  up  the  broad  St.  Lawrence,  the  personnel,  after 
staking  down  the  airplanes,  were  quicldLy  transported  into  Montreal,  the  officers 
being  installed  in  the  Mount  Royal  Hotel , and  the  eight  enlisted  men  accompany- 
ing the  fli^t  in  the  Eord  Hotel. 

Tlie  first  day's  -program  commenced  at  1:00  p.m,  on  Saturday,  and  everything 
went  off  with  clock-like  precision.  The  Squadron's  part  in  the  demonstration 
consisted  of  a 30-minute  squadron  demonstration  of  various  tj^es  of  formation 
flying,  both  tactical  and  drill,  and  ending  up  with  a 10  minute  3-plane  acrobatic 
element.  Captain  Ross.G,  Hoyt,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  17th  Squadron,  led 
the  Squadron  on  the  demonstration  slight,  and  the  acrobatic  element  was  composed 
of  Lieuts,  Griffith,  Theisen  and  Van  Auken. 

On  Saturday  evening,  all  persons  ta,king  part  in  the  Show  v/ere  guests  at  a 
dinner  at  the  Mount  Royal  Hotel,  given  by  the  Montreal  Li^it  Airplane  Club. 

Among  those  present  was  Captain  Erank  Hawks,  who  had  flown  his  famous  Travelaire 
Mystery  Ship,  the  Texaco  13,  to  Montreal  that  day, 

Saturday' s show  was  repeated  on  Sunday  before  a crowd  of  people  estimated 
at  50,000,  On  Monday  morning  the  squ-adron  returned  to  Selfridge  Eield  by  way 
of  Toronto,  Ontario,  the  stop  being  made  there  for  refueling. 

— -oOo 

PHOTOGRAPHIC  WORK  EOR  CORPS  OP  MGIHEERS 

During  the  month  of  July,  Lieut,  H.E.  Woolard,  Com- anding  Officer  of  the 
5th  Photo  Section,  stationed  at  Scott  Eield,  Belleville,  111,,  accompanied  by 
Master  Sergeant  W.R,  Rhodes,  accomxDli shed  ..two  aerial  -photogra'phic  projects  for 
the  U.S.  Engineers  with  the  m2-A  multiple  lens  camera.  The  first.  Port  Riley, 
Kansas,  and  vicinity,  containing  236  square  miles,  was  iphotographed  in  exactly 
43  minutes  after  an  altitude  of  12,000  feet  ha,d  been  reached.  The  second  pro- 
ject, Port  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  vicinity,  was  photogra-phed'  in  31  minutes  after 
the  required  altitude  had  been  reached.  Hiis  area  included  116  square  miles. 

As  a result  of  these  two  flights  it  was  found  that, even  wi<th  the  long 
flights  necessary  to  reach  the  scene  of  o-perations.,  the  T-2-A  multiple  lens 
camera  is  most  economical  for,  this  tjqpe  of  work, 

- — oOo— 

The  First  Pursuit  Group  sent  two  Squadrons  to  the  Rational  Air  Races  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  August  29th  to  Sex^jtember  7th,  These  two  organizations  -practiced 
each  morning  in  order  that  their  demonstrations  may  bring  credit  to  the  Air  Cores. 
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AM)  THE  WAH  GOES  IffiRHiLY  OH. 

"We  notice  in  the  Jime  5th  issue  of  the  Air  Corps  Hews  Letter,"  says  the 
Correspondent  of  the  28th  Somhardment  Squadron  at  Hichols  Eield,.  P.I.,  "that the 
72atl  Bomharcbnent  Squadron  is  still  complaining  about  being  the  best  scjuadron. 

Wo  think,  like  Shakespeare,  that  the  woman  protesteth  too  much.  However,  if 
they  can  show  something  tangible,  such  as  flying  hours;  all  officers  qualified 
in  aerial  gunnery;  84^  of  men  qualified  in  small  arms;  all  ships  in  commission 
98^  of  the  time;  a rating  of  excellent  by  the  inspector;  courts-martial s of 
less  than  one-half  of  one  percent  per  year;  no  desertions;  no  A.W,0.L‘s;  no 
men  in  confinement;  no  forced  landings,;  no  planes  damaged  one  cent’s  worth 
from  any  cause  whatsoever,  we  will  take  issue  with  them.  However,  we  do  not 
protest  our  excellence,  believing  it  more  fitting  and  proper  for  outside  obser- 
vers to  make  such  ..comment  as  conditions  warrant.  The  72nd  may  be  a good  outfit- 
we  hope  it  is  - as  no  other  kind  is  of  any  value  to,  the  service,  but  they  should 
not  be  like  the  little  boy  whistling  as  he  passed  the  graveyard  to  keep  up  his 
courage „ " 

The  72nd  Squadron  is  stationed  at  Late  Ei eld,”  Hawaii  - quite  a journey  over 
the  Pacific  to  the  Philippines.  Since  short  wave  radio  communication  has  reach- 
ed such  a high  state  of  efficiency,  it  may  not  be  such  a bad  idea  for  these  two 
organizations  to  go  on  the.  air  in  order  to  settle  their  differences, 

oOO' 

50TH  OBSERVATIOH  SQjUADROH  GOES  IHTO  CAMP 

The  50th  Observation  Squadron,  stationed  at  Luke  Pield,  T.H.,  recently 
moved  to  the  Air  Corps  Wairaanalo  Reservation  for  a two  weeks’  period  of  training. 
All  ships  and  personnel  operated  from  the  field  adjoining  the  camp,  emphasizing 
gunnery  and  low  altitude  bombing  for  squadron  training  and  carrying  out  tow-targe- 
missions  for  the  anti-aircraft  batteries  at  Ports  Kamehameha  and  DeRussy, 

Tne  planes  were  staked  down  at  ni^it  immediately  behind  the  sand  dunes, which 
partially  protected  them  from  the  wind  and  periodic  rain  squalls.  A tent  was 
set  up  "on  the  line"  for  Engineering,  sup-plies  and  parachutes,  and  the  crews 
worked  hard  to  prevent  ex;posure  to  rain  and  sand.  Towards  the  end  of  the  train- 
ing period,  the  camp  was  visited  by  Major-General  William  Lassiter,  Commanding 
General  of  the  Hawaiian  De-partment . The  General  was  -pleased  with  the  appearanoe 
and  conduct  of  the  camp,  and  before  he  left  the  reservation  witnessed  the  simu- 
lated aerial  attack  on  an  assumed  target  on  the  b©ach,  in  which  the  entire  18th 
Com-posite  Wing  participated. 

— oOo 

RESERVE  SQUALROH  GOES  IHTO  TRAIHIHG 

The  514th  Observation  Squadron,  Reserve,  under  the  command  of  1st  Lie'ut.  ' i 
Ray  H.  Clark,  Air  Corps,  part ici-pated  in  some  concentrated  training  in  prepara- 
tion for  their  two  weeks’  summer  camp  at  Long  Beach,  Calif.,  which  started  on 
August  2nd.  This  Rockwell  Eield  Reserve  organization  has  33  active  pilots,  all 
but  two  of  whom  hold  AP  ratings.  Five  of  these  33  -pilots  hold  the  rank  of  Major, 
six  are  Captains,  ten  First  Lieutenants  and  14  Second  Lieutenants. 

The  flying  equipment  now  available  for  this  organization  consists  of  three 
DH4<s,  one  YPT-6,  one  PT-3A  and  one.BT-2A.  The  flying  time  allotted  for  each 
month  is  eagerly  used  u-p  long  before  the  last  day  of  the  month,  and  the  -personnel 
are  earnestly  hoping  to  have  this  allotment  increased. 

— — oOo— — — 

EHGIHES  FOR  SALE  AT  THE  ROCKWELL  AIR  DEPOT,  CALIF. 

The  Rockwell  Air  Depot,  Rockwell  Field,  Calif.,  recently  issued  Circular 
Proposals  for  the  sale  of  a total  of  742  aviation  engines,  government- owned,  on 
hand,  as  follows:  i 

200  Liberty  Engines,  V-1650,  "B"  condition. 

467  " " V-1650-A,  "A"  condition. 

25  '•  " V-1650-A  (Havy  Packards)  , "A"  condition. 

41  Wrigkt  Y-720-E  engine’s,  "A"  condition. 

3 " V-720-E2  engines,  "A"  condition.  i 

6 " V-720-#4  engines,  "A"  condition. 
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DUMTIOI  HEGORD  FOR  GLIDERS  ISTAELISHED  HAWAII 


Taking  off  from  a -^ineap'ole  field  near  Kaneohe  at  2i35  p.m.  * Saturday, 
July  25th,  2nd  Lieut*  John  0." Crain,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  a memher  of  Wheeler 
Field,  Honolulu,  T.H.,  established  an  unofficial  world*  s glider  record  for  sus- 
tained flight,  landing  at  lil2  a.m.  Sunday,  July  26th,  after  16  hours  and  38' 
minutes  in  the  air. 

The  sailplane  was  constructed  and  designed  by  2nd  Lieut.  William  Cocke, 

Air  Corps  Reserve,  of  Wlieeler  Field.  ®ie  glider  was  returned  to  'iBieeler  Field 
irmnediately  after  landing,  where  it  is  undergoing  thorough  inspection  and  over- 
haul prior  to  the  International  Glider  Contest  to  be  held  on  the  Island  of  Oahu 
during  the  month  of  October*  It  will  be  entered  in  this  contest  in  an  attempt 
to  break  the  official  glider  record, 

The  reason  Lieut,  Crain  did  not  remain  aloft  a longer  time  vas  that  he 
was  tired  out.  Daring  the  period  from  3j30  |),m,  Saturday  and  5i00  a.m,  Sunday, 
he  flew  through  several  rain  stoim,  which  added  nmch  to  his  exhausted  condi- 
tion and  discomfort.  He  maintained  an  average  altitude  of  3,000  feet  during, 
the  entire  fli^t. 

Searchlights  from  the  Coast  Artillery  Corps  were  used  to  illuminate  the 
cliffs  of  the  Itoiam  Pali  to  prevent  an  accident  to  pilot  or  glider  when  chang- 
ing his  course,  ©le  cooperation  of  the  64th  Regiment  of  the  Coast  Artillery 
(A, A.)  which  furnished  a battery  of  searchli^ts,  under  the  efficient  command 
of  Captain  Robert  E.  DeMerritt,  was  much  appreciated  by  the  Air  Cor-ps.  Without 
these  li^ts,  the  fli^t,  under  the  existing  weather  conditions,  would  have 
been  impossible. 

Chocolate  bars,  a canteen  of  cold  coffee  and  a canteen  of  water  were  the 
only  ]Drovisions  carried  by  Lieut.  Crain  during  the  flight.,  Lieuts,  William  A. 
Codhe,  Jr.,  and  Wm«  J,  Scott  were,  with  Lieut,  Crain,  the  instigators  and  prime 
factors  in  this  record  flight,  and  their  perseverance  in  the  face  of  many  dif- 
ficulties and  discouragements  is  a credit  to  the  entire  Air  Corps. 

oOo 

• , 15th  OBS . "sqUADRON  PILOTS  COMPLETE  AERIAL  GURHERY 

Aerial  gunnery  practice  for  pilots  and  observers  of  the  15th  Observation 
Squadron,  Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111.,  was  completed  at  Camp  Skeel,  Oscoda, 
Mich.,  on  August  15th.  Very  creditable  scores  were  hung  up  by  a majority  of 
the  pilots  and  observers , even  though  it  was  necessa.ry  to  msh  most  of  them 
through  the  course  because  of  the  need  for  officers  for  other  duties. 

Immediately  following  the  completion  of  the  shooting,  1st  Lieut.  Frederick 
A.  Johnson  and  2nd  Lieut.  Irving  R.  Selby  were  selected  to  represent  the  Squad- 
ron at  the  Annual  fetches  at  Langley  Field,  Va.  Lieut.  Johnson  shot  an  excep- 
tionally high  score  with  the  flexible  guns,  due  principally  to  his  remarkable 
work  on  ground  targets.  Lieut,  Selby  topped  the  pilots  by  a small  margin  over 
2nd  Lieut.  Herman  F.  Woolard,  5th  Photo  Section,  who  is  attached  to  the  15th 
Squadron  for  training  purposes.  Lieuts.  Johnson  and  Selby  left  for  the  Matches 
at  Lan^ey  Field  on  August  25th. 

— oOo— 

AH  AERIAL  REVIEW  FOR  MAJOR  GEHERAL  LASSITER 

Approximately  75  airplanes  of  various  types  participated  in  an  Aerial 
Review  at  Fneeler  Field,  T.H.,  recently,  for  Major-General  William  Lassiter, 
who  is  to  go  on  the  retired  list  in  the  very  near  future.  General  Lassiter, 
Commanding  the  Hawaiian  Department,  together  with  Lieut .-Colonel  Gerald  C. 

Brant,  Commanding  the  18th  Conroosite  Wing,  Air  Corps,  first  inspected  the  ships 
■ on  the  line,  together  with  flying  equipment  and  personnel,  after  which  the 
aerial  review  was  held,  with  Col.  Brant  leading  the  Wing  Headquarters  flight. 
General  Briant  H.  Wells,  Commanding  the  Hawaiian  Division,  and  General  f.E. 

Cole,  Commanding  the  Coast  Artillery  Brigade,  were  also  present  at  the  review, 

— -oOo— 

Captain  G,0.  Strom,  of  the  STOdish  Royal  Air  Force,  was  a visitor  at  Wheeler 
Field  recently  while  enroute  to  Japan,  tfoon  his  arrival  he  was  met  by  Lieut. 

L.H.  Tull,  Air  Corps,  and  conducted  on  a tour  of  inspection  of  all  aeronautical 
activities  in  the  Hawaiian  Deipartment.  Daring  his  visit  the  usual  courtesies  by 
the  Department  Commander  and  the  Wing  Commander  were  extended  him, 
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LAUG-LEY  FIELD  PILOTS  PARTICIPATE  IN  CHEMICAL  WAEFARE  DEMONSTRATION 

Lieut s.  Thomas  L.  Taylor  and  Ellis  D.  Shannon,  49th  Bomhardraent  Scfoadron, 
Langley  Field,  Va. , flew  two  A-3  planes  to  Edgewood  Arsenal,  Md. , to  aid  in  a 
Chemical  Warfare  demonstration.  A 3- ship  formation,  led  hy  Lieut,  Reuhen  Hood, 
with  Lieut s,  Taylor  end  Slianno.^  on  the  wing  positions,  laid  the  smoke  and  gas 
attack  on  the  ground  forces.  This  was  accomplished  hy  having  smoke  in  one  ' 

wing  tank  and  assimilated  gas  of  red  dye  in  the  other,  thereby  allowing  the  | 

ships  to  lay  their  own  smoke  screen  and  drop  the  ^s  at  the  same  time.  j 

A column  of  Infantry  on  the  march,  represented  hy  officers  of  the  Chemical 
Warfare  School,  was  surprised,  and, before  they  could  deploy  sufficiently,  were  ; 
sprayed  with  the  red  dyes.  After  a check  on  the  members  having  "red  dye"  on 
their  "white  shirts,"  it  was  found  that  the  Air  Corps  had  effected  80^  casual-  j 
ties  on  the  column,. 

Tne  officers  of  the  Chemical  Warfare  Service  expressed  much  praise  and 
admiration  for  the  work  done,  saying  that  this  was  the  most  successful  demon- 
stration ever  staged. 

oOo— 

LONG-RANGE  AERIAL  PHOTOGRAPHS  TAIOT  IN  HAWAII 

During  the  course  of  a flight  by  Lieu.t.  E.W.  Rawlings,  accompanied  by  Tech. 
Sgt.  Arthur  Stolte,  11th  Photo  Section,  to  the  Island  of  I\feui  in  cornection  with  , 
the  recent  maneuvers  of  the  18th  Composite  Wing,  Air  Corps,  many  scenes  were 
taken  with  the  new  K-10  camera  which  the  Section  had  just  received.  A picture 
was  taken  of  Ifealaea  Airport,  showing  the  56  planes  of  the  Composite  Wing  on 
the  ground,  the  largest  number  ever  assembled  in  one  group  in  the  Hawaiian 
Islands.  A picture  was  also  obtained  of  the  Islands  of  Mololcai,  Maui  and  Lanai. 
Others  were  taken  of  the  Mauna  Kea  and  Ivjauna  Loa  mountain  ranges  from  an  altitude 
of  11,000  feet.  Tne  distance  of  the  plane  to  Mauna.  Kea  at  the  time  the  pictures  ^ 
were  taken  v;as  'about  200  miles,  which  the  News  Letter  Corres'pondent  believes  is 
a record  \7ith  standard  equipment, 

oOo 

FIRST  MAJOR  CRASH  FOR  50TH  OBSERVATION  SQ^N. 

The  50th'  Observation  Squadron  .stationed  in  Hawaii  had  their  first  major 
airplane  crash  since  their  organization  in  November,  1930.  Lieut.  Don  Z. 

Zimmerman ,,  with  Staff  Sgt.  George  M.  Richard  as  passenger,  crashed  .into  the  sand  i 
dunes  at  the  low  altitude  bombing  range  bordering  the  Wairaanalo  Flying  Field. 

The  pilot  received  minor  cuts  and  a sprained  ankle,  while  Sgt.  Richards  received 
braises  and  a broken  arm.  The  ship  was  completely  demolished.  The  fact  that 
both  men  escaped  vdth  their  .?.ives  is  a tribute  to'  the  sturdy  metal  construction 
of  the  0-19  Observation  plane.  ■ ' 

oOo 

A NM  TYPE  OP  SQUADRON  MASCOT 

Shortly  before  the  Annual , Maneuvers , the  11th  Bomb.  Squadron  acquired  a 
mascot  in  the  form  of  a toy  fox  terrier.  It  was  promptly  dubbed  "Condor"  after 
the  huge  Curtiss  "Condor"  Bombers  with  which  the  Squadron  is  equipped.  "Condor" 
accompanied  the  organization  on  the  Maneuvers  and. was  probably  the  most  photo- 
graphed attendant  thereat  outside  of  the  General  Staff. 

"Condor"  made  the  trip  in  the  nose  of  No.  8,  and  his  kennel  was  a small  soap; 
box.  His  attention  to  his  duties  as  mascot  was  efficient  to  such  a degree  that 
at  times,  even  though  there  were  several  hundred  other  planes  at  an  airdrome  tak- 
ing off  and  landing,  his  delicately  trained  ear  could  distinguish  the  difference 
when  GV  15705  started  to  sing  their  song  -prior  to  talcing  off,  and  telling  him  to 
climb  aboard.  "Condor"  arrived  home  with  a record  of  some  110  hours  in  the  air 
and  one  forced  landing,'  all  duly  authenticated  in  his  personal  Pilot&^  Book  by 
Lieut.  W.L.  Scott,.  Jr.,  the  Squadron  Operations  Officer. 

The  Curtiss  Co,  , tlurough  Ih’,  Harvey  Ogden,  recently  ordered  for  "Condor"  a 
set  of  the  finest  harness  and  a special  blanket.  The  Paramount  Sound  News  re- 
cebtly  sent  their  equipment  to  Rockwell  Field  to  record  the  official  presentation 
of  the  nev;  set  of  equipment  to  the  Squadron  Mascot which  included  besides  the 
blanket  with  name  embroidered  in  gold^^^fee  Squadron  insignia,  a special  parachute. 
Serial  No.  K-9-11.  Tie  speech  of  prosenthtiOn  and'  coninendation  was  made'by  Lt. 
Charles  H.  Howard,  Squadron  Commander,  ably  assisted  by  Lieut.  Scott. 
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88th  SQUADEOh  PILOTS  SLOW  UP  WELL  A3  AEEIAIj  CHJIEIEES 


The  completion  of  the  a.erial  g-onnerj?  season  hy  the  88th  Observation  Squad- 
ron at  Port  Sill,  Oklahoma,  was  raa.rked  by  a qualification  of  91^  of  the  pilots 
participating  therein.  Out  of  23  officers  and  one  noncommissioned  off ’oer  who 
fired,  12  qualified  as  Expert  Aerial  Gunners,  8 as  Aerial  Sharpshooters  and  ore 
as  Aerial  Marksman,  viz: 


Expert  Aerial  Gunners; 

Score 

Aerial  SMrpshooters : 

Score 

2nd  Lt. 

D, 

T.  Mitchell 

959 

2nd  Lt,  J.  M,  Joplin 

740 

2nd  Lt . 

H. 

B,  Fleming 

925 

2nd  Lt  . W . C . Bryan 

736 

2nd  Lt . 

R. 

I.  Dugan 

919 

2nd  Lt.  D.  M.  Kesler 

726 

2nd  Lt. 

S . 

0.  Ross 

906 

2nd  Lt . F . A . Creech 

716 

1st  Lt. 

W. 

T.  Ritchie 

897 

2nd  Lt.  G.  L.  Houle 

693 

2nd  Lt . 

C. 

S.  Tidwell 

890 

1st  Lt.  G.  E.  Rice 

667 

2nd  Lt . 

c. 

H.  Miller 

360 

Capt.  F.  H.  Pritcliard 

662 

2nd  Lt. 

J. 

L.  Jackson  . 

855 

1st  Lt.  C.  E,  Shankle 

652 

Master  Sgt, 

C.  1.  Colby 

846 

2nd  Lt . 

J. 

H.  Roe 

828 

Aerial  J;fe,rksman: 

Capt.  L. 

p. 

Hickey 

807 

2nd  Lt, 

c. 

Sti'oh 

797 

2nd  Lt.  C.T.  McKinnie 

485 

Much  difficulty  was  encountered  with  the  gunnery  this  season,  due  to  far- 
mers in  this  section  having  contracts  with  the  Quartermaster  to  cut  and  bale 
the  hay  on  the  reservation.  This  made  it  necessary  for  the  Squadron  to  turn 
out  and  start  flying  at  5:00  a.m. , and  finish  firing  at  8;00  a.m. , so  that  the 
haymakers  could  have  the  freedom  of  the  reservation  to  cut  the  hay.  Needless 
to  say,  no  one  was  very  sore  when  it  was  all  over  and  the  personnel  could  sleep 
a few  hours  longer. 

" — oOo — - 

MANEUVERS  IN  THE  PANAMA  CANAIi  ZONE 

The  first  complete  concentration  of  Atlantic  side  troops  at  France  Field, 
Panama  Canal  Zone,  occurred  i-ecently,  when  Department  Headquarters  announced 
the  Field  to  be  in  danger  of  an  attack  by  an  imaginary  enemy.  The  alert  call 
sounded  at  2:00  a.m, , and  in  a surprisingly  short  time  the  drone  of  motors  was 
heard  in  the  i3i2y  blackness  above  the  hangars  as  Observation,  Pursuit  and 
Bombing  planes  circled  the  Field  in  readiness  for  any  emergency  that  might 
occur.  In  a short  time  the  hum  of  motors  was  broken  by  the  tramp,  tramp  of 
hundreds  of  feet  and  the  barking  commands  of  Company  Commanders,  The  Coast 
Artillery,;. Field  Artillery  and  Infantry  liad  arrived  with  full  packs  and  fixed 
‘ bayonets.  These  troops  were  followed  by  the  Coast  Artillery  troops  from  Fort 
Sherman  who  arrived  by  water  route. 

The  two-starred  0-19-D  of  or- General  Preston  Brown,  piloted  by  2nd  Lt. 
John  W.  Sessums,  Jr.,  D.O.L.,  landed  at  France  Field,  with  the  aid  of  a drop 
flare,  at  4;00  a.m.  Division  and  Brigade  Headquarters  were  established  a few 
minutes  later,  and  General  Brown  commended  the  leadership  and  cooperation  that 
carried  out  the  maneuver  with  precision.  No  warning  of  the  alert  call  had  been 
given,  and  the  problem  had  been  completed  without  a hitch. 

oOo 


BOMBERS  IN  PHILIPPINES  ARE  WAEl^NG  UP 

"During  the  past  month  we  have  been  specializing  in  formation  flying," 
writes  the  Correspondent  of  the  28th  Bombardment  Squadron  at  Nidiols  Field,  P.I. 
Announcing  that  at  the  present  writing  the  Squadron  ha-s  ten  B-3A  Bombers  assembl- 
ed and  operating  and  that  the  remaining  two  are  shortly  expected,  he  goes  on  to 
say  that  "With  12  new.  Bombers , things  are  not  so  bad.  More  than  half  of  our 
pilots  have  never  flown  Bombardment  formations,  and  the  new  ones,  we  believe, are 
now  convinced  that  it  takes  more  skill,  patience,  practice,  hard  Y/ork,  and  air 
discipline  to  fly  good  Bombardment  formations  than  any  of  the  other  types.  If 
you  donH  believe  it,  just  try  it.  Our  critiques  af*ter  each  formation  are 
worthy  of  note.  They  used  to  sound  like  a ladies'  bargain  sale,  but  as  yet  no 
blood  has  been  drawn.  However,  considering  the  time  and  lack  of  Bombardment  ex- 
perience of  some  of  our  nilots,  our  formations  are  getting  quite  ’hot’  and  our 
critiques  are  getting  'cooler.'"  „ 
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"Oar  language  is  certainly  composed  of  infinite  possi- 
bilities," is  a statement  in  the  Chanute  !Bi,eld  PROP  WASH, 
coming  from  the  Commani cat ions  Section  of  the  Air  Corps 
Technical  School . And  farther  ~ "17ot  long  ago  we  christen- 
ed a femle  canine  'grid  leak,*  and  it  is  now  rumored  that 
several  small  ‘resistances'  are  now  connected  in  series 
with  her. 

Bather  a rema.rlcable  incident  in  connection  with  the 
crash  of  the  airplane  from  which  Lieut.  Harry  A.  Johnson, 

Air  Corps,  of  Selfrldge  Pield,  Mich,,  jumped  on  August 
6th  last,  was  the  condition  of  tlie  radio  installed  in  the 
ship,  AlthoUi^i  the  airplane  was  a total  wreck:,  with 
practically  nothing  left  of  it  whidi  could  be  salvaged,  the  radio  set  with  which 
it  was  equipped  survived  the  crash.  It  was  well  shaken  up  when  the  plane  hit 
the  ground,  but  not  even  one  tube  was  broken  and,  following  some  minor  repairs, 
the  radio  set  was  serviceable  again. 

oOo — - 

Lieut.  Otto  Wienecke,  Assistant  Operations  Officer  at  Hichols  Field,  P.I., 
is  pretty  good  at  solving  jmzzles.  The  following  radio  tKis  received 'from  Lieut. 
Uzal  G.  Ent,  Observer  in  Airplane  2To.  2,  which  was  paxt  of  formation  fli^t 
which  took  off  from  llidiols  Field  not  long  ago; 

"9; 03  WtR  V DT2  BT  SEJID  MOUNTED  MEEL  AJL  ECESS  ARIEYES  AR  YT00L3  TO 
MOUIJT  TOS'IARST  TUFE  IMIVISDIAEL  YARK  DT2  V WYR  IMI." 

Lieut.  Wienecke  immediately  dispatched  a wheel  and  tire  to  Santa  Fe  to  re- 
pair Ho.  1 airplane  which  had  bloi,7n  a tire  in  landing  at  that  -place,  Santa  Fe 
is  about  65  miles  from  Hichcls  Field  in  the  heart  of  tlie  Zambales  Mountains. 
Slightl-y  over  three  hours  from  the  time  the  radio  was  received  the  airplane  was 
bade  home  O.E. 

— oOo 

A HEW  RADIO  SET  FOR  SCOTT  FIELD  OFFICERS*  CLUB 

Air  Corps  Reserve  officers  of  the  Sixth  Corps  Area  have  again  shorn  their 
a-p-preciation  of  the  treatment  accorded  them  while  on  two  weeks'  active  duty  at 
Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111.  Evidently,  during  their  tour  of  duty  they  noted 
the  absence  of  a radio  set  at  the  Officers*  Club,  for  a few  days  ago,  Lieut.- 
Col,  John  A.  Paegelow  received  a letter  stating  tixat  a radio  set  was  on  the 
way . OFie  following  day  the  set  was  received  and  installed  in  the  club  building. 
This  set  will  fill  the  void  experienced  at  the  club  since  the  theft  of  the  club 
radio  last  winter. 

The  letter  of  Tjresentation  from  the  Air  Cor-ps  Officers'  Association  of  the 
Sixth  Corps  Area  is  as  follows: 

"Dear  Col.  Paegelow; 

The  reserve  officers  who  received  their  active  duty  training  at  Scott  Field 
in  the  period  from  July  4 to  July  18,  1931,  take  great  pleasure  in .presenting  a 
Majestic  Radio  Set  to  the  Officers'  Club  of  your  -post.  YIe  take  this  means  of 
showing  our  a-ppreciation  for  the  very  wonderful  and  conscientious  aid  given  by 
you,  -personally,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  your  command  in  i:iaking  this  cam-p 
one  of  the  most  successful  we  have  ever  attended. 

The  radio  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Officers'  Club  directly  aJid  I hope  it 
will  have  reached 'its  destination  in  good  condition  at  the  time  this  letter  is 
received. 

Again  extending  the  a-ppreciation  of  the  reserve  officers  for  the  wonderful 
hos-pitality  of  your  officers  directly  in  charge  of  our  activities,  I am  | 

Very  res-pectfully  yours,  ! 

John  J.  McLaughlin.,  I 

Lt,,  A.C.  Reserve,  j 

Chairman  of  S-pecial  Coramiftee,  ^ I 

From  the  expression  of  appreciation  by  the  Scott  Field  officers this  gift 
is^most  ap-propriate  and  will  further  cement  the  bond  of  cooperation  ardd  friend-  j 
ship  which  exists  between  the  Air  Corps  Regular  and  Reserve  officers  of  this  ; 
Corps  Area. 
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Conversion  of  Prlmry  graining  T^naes  to  Basic  graining  Trroes 
The  Stearman‘lPT~9  and  Consolidated  H.PT-ll  Primary  Training  airplanes 
were  tested  with  Wri^^t  J-6  and  Pratt-Fnitney  Wasp  Junior  engines  to  determine 
their  siiitahility  for  Basic  Training  types. 

AiHpmiE  mmcii 

All-Metal  Skin-Stressed  Wing 

The  conventional  type  of  all-metal  wing  consists  of  an  internal  structure 
and  a covering,  the  iiiteiTial  stmcture  heing  designed  to  tahe  the  entire  load. 
The  covering  of  the  wing  is  so  much  dead  weight,  therefore,  as  far  as  the ■ 
strength  of  the  wing  is  concerned.  This  covering- is  in  an  ideal  position  to 
contribute  to  this  strength,  inasmuch  as  it  is  at  the  farthest  point  from  the 
centerline  or  neutral  axis,  hut  it  has  not  been  utilized  for  this  purpose  be- 
cause of  the  difficulty  of  calculating  the  exact  amount  that  it  may  be  depended 
on  to  contribute.  As  the  result  of  a number  of  years  of  research,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Captain  Carl  P,  G-reene,  a 55-foot  all-metal  wing  has  been  designed 
and  built , in  which  the  covering  of  the  wing  is  so  disposed  as  to  contribute  a 
large  share  of  the  resistance  to  bending.  This  wing  is  considerably  stronger 
for  its  weight  than  the  usual  cantilever  wing. 

Study  of  Pronellers  for  1000  h.-p,  engine 
A study  of  two,  three  and  four-blade  isropellers  of  wood,  dural,  hollow 
steel,  and  magnesium  for  IQOO-h.p.  engine  with  propeller  spOed  of  1650  r.p.m. , 
gear  ratio  of  3 j 2 was  made.  A study  is  also-  being  made  of  the  possible  suit- 
ability of  other  gear  ratios. 

Iho  Air  Corps  Controllable  Pitch  Propeller 
This  propeller  lia,s  completed  about  400  hours  of  flight  testing  on  the 
Liberty- engined  0-2H.  By  allowing  the  -most  efficient  engine  speed  at  climbing 
and  cruising  speeds  as  well  as^  high  speed,  this  propeller  results  in  improved 
performance  and  fuel  economy* 

POWm  PLAIIT  BEAUCH.  ' 

Romec  Puel  Rimp 

, This' pump,  of  the  sliding  vane  type,  has  satisfactorily  completed  3566 
hours  of  endurance  testing, 

EQUIPMEHT  BRARCH 

Radio  Corn-pass 

The  Kreusi  Radio  Compass  has  been  tested  at  the  Division.  Tuning  in  on  a 
local  broadcasting  station  at  about  100  miles  distance  and  following  the  indica-? 
tor,  the  airplane  was  brought  directly  over  the  transmitter. 

The  Triangle  Parachute 

Kie  first  outstanding  im-provement  on  the  present  standard  pack-type  para- 
chute, which  was  developed  at  the  Division  directly  following  the  war,  is  the 
triangle  parachute,  likewise  evolved  under  the  direction  of  Major  S.L.  Hoffman. 
One  corner  of  the  triangle  is  left  open  in  the  form  of  a vent  throu^  which  the 
air  escapes  from  the  parachute,  Tne'  escaping  stream  of  air  serves  to  propel  tbs 
parachute  throu^  the  air  at  an  apx3reciabie  horizontal  velocity,  which  allows 
the  wearer  some  control  over. his  place  of  landing.  The  triangle  parachute  has  a 
lower  rate  of  descent  than  any  other  'chute,  and  it  is  practically  free  from 
the  usual  swinging  motion, 
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Summary  nf  Recent  Developments 

Urn  to  1925,  the  armament  in  use  hy  the  Air  Corps  was  a heritage  of  the  War.  i 
It  hecaJTie  evident,  with  the  increasing  performance  of  military  airplanes,  that  ' 
improved  armament  would  he  necessary  if  the  increased  performance  was  to  he  use-  , ■ 
ful,  Ihe  old  Nelson  synchronizing  gear  which  functioned  adequately  on  the 
Liberty  engine  failed  to  operate  on  the  newer  highp-speed  engines;  the  old  type 
Scarff  ring  mount  was  inoperative  at  the  higher  air  speeds  of  the  newer  airplanes. 
Gun  sights  and  homh  si^ts  had  to  he  compensated  for  higher  speeds  and  altitudes, 
and  the  time  lag  in  the  mechanically  operated  homh  rack  had  to  he  eliminated.  At  i 
the  present  time  sjuichronizer  gears  are  available  which  opei-ate  satisfactorily 
up  to  the  highest  diving  engine  speeds;  flexible  gun  mounts  have  been  developed  I 
so  that  the  gunner  can  sit  at  his  work,  and  gun  si^ts  are  compensated  for  air  j 

speed,  !Eae  electrically  operated  homh  rack  eliminates  the  time  lag.  of  the  old  H 

mechanically  operated  rack  and  allows  selective  or  salvo  control  at  will.  Fully  i; 
compensated  homh  si^ts  which  are  operable  at  altitudes  beyond  the  effective 
range  of  anti-aircraft  fire,  and  enclosed  homh  racks  for  fast  bombers  are  now 
available, 

LIGHlilR-THAN-AIR  BRANCH  I 

Hyd.rauJ.ic  Balloon  Winch 

The  type  A-6  balloon  winch,  which  uses  a hydraulic  infinitely  variable  trang*| 
mission  in  place  of  the  older  gear  transmission,  has  been  tested  and  has  result- 
ed in  much  gneater  flexibility  and  ease  of  control  tlian  were  possible  with  the 
gear  transmission.  The  engine  is  set  to  operate  at  a constant  speed,  the  speed 
of  the  winch  being  controlled  entirely  by  variation  in  the  ratio  of  the  trans- 
mission, The  transmission  consists  of  a hydraulic  punp  and  a hydraulic  motor. 

The  immp  is  driven  from  the  engine,  and  by  varying  its  displacement  it  is  pos- 
sible to  vary  the  speed  ratio. 

TECHNICAL  DATA  BRANCH. 

The  Air  Corns  Museum 

At  the  present  time  the  Air  Corus  Miseum  at  the  Materiel  Division  is  being 
extended  aud  improved.  Larger  quarters  have  been  obtained,  and  the  old  exhibits 
are  being  renovated  and  rearranged.  A very  comprehensive  exhibit  of  war-time 
and  post-war  airplanes  and  engines  is  on  hand,  and  it  is  claimed  to  have  ex- 
hibits which  will  mark  the  progress  of  all  kinds,  of  aeronautical  development,  A 
study  is  being  made  of  the  management  and  arrangement  of  industrial  and  tech- 
nical museums  throughout  the  country  so  that  the  Air  Corps  Museum  will  he  amongst  :j 
the  best  of  its  kind.  The  engineer  will  be  able  to  go  there  to  see  the  actual  ' 
state  of  his  art  at  different  times  during  the  past,  and  to  get  a graphic  illus-  ■ 
tration  of  developments  of  the  past,  both  successful  and  unsuccessful.  ; 

SERVICE  DEVELOPMENTS 

Blind  Plying  and  Its  Developments.  ' 

(Abstract  of  a paper  by  fejor  Wrn.  C.  Ocker,  Kelly  Field,  and  Lt.  Carl  J. 
Crane,  Brooks  Field,  read  before  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers). 

IJlajoT  William  C.  Ocker,  one  of  the  old  timers  of 'the  Air  Corps,  is  the 
pioneer  investigator  of  blind  flying.  It  was  he  who  first  analyzed  the  impos- 
sibility of  flying  by  "feel"  without  visual  reference,  and  who  set  about  prov- 
ing it  to  the  Air  Corps,  using  a revolving  chair  with  a hood  over  it,  having  in- 
struments in  the  hood. 

In  this  paper  he  explains  the  action  of  the  seat  of  the  sense  of  balance 
and  direction  in  the  membranous  labyrinth  of  the  inner  ear,  and  how,  if  one  is 
turning  in  a certain  direction  without  visual  reference,  a diminution  of  rate 
of  tu.rn  will  give  the  illusion  of  having  stopped  or  begun  to  turn  in  the  o-ppo- 
site  direction.  He  gives  numerous  examples  of  the  Inability  of  skilled  pilots 
to  fly  straight  while  flying  blind,  due  to  this  phenomenon.  A new  instrument 
is  described,  called  the  "Flight  Integrator,"  which  is  intended  to  supply  the 
normal  type  of  visual  reference  while  flying  blind.  It  consists  of  a small 
endless  screen  with  scenery  painted  on  it,  and  with  a small  image  of  an  air- 
■plane  mounted  in  front  of  it  after  the  manner  of  the  artificial  horizon.  The 
screen  is  connected  to  a small  motor,  \-/hich  is  actuated  by  a turn  indicator  so 
that  the  scenery  moves  by  in  a realistic  manner  when  the  aircraft  turns,  thus 
giving  the  pilot  a normal  sensation  of  turn.  Tlie  image  of  the  airplane  is  act- 
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■uated  by  a normal  artificial  iiorison  mechanism.  Air  speed  ajid  altitude  meters 
are  mounted  with  the  instmnent,  giving  the  pilot  all  the  essential  information 
at  one  glance,  Tlie  great  reduction  in  fatigue  that  results  from  the  substitu- 
tion of  normal  reflex  stimuli  in  place  of  the  mnatural  instrument  flying  can  he 
appreciated.  authors  describe  an  experiment  which  has  been  conducted,  in 

which  two  student  pilots  have  bean  instructed  to  fly  without  ever  having  seeu 
out  of  an  airplane,  doing  all  their  flying  by  instruments.  Tliey  emphasize 
necessity  for  the' blind  flying  training  regardless  of  tire  skill  and  experi 
of  the  pilot. 

COlvaSERCIAL  DEVELOPMENTS 

The  Autogiro 

lIHiile  not  adapted  to  combat  purposes,  the  autogiro  has  attracted  a great 
deal  of  attention  in  this  country  recently,  and  it  promises  to  have  a great 
future  commercially  and  for  private  use.  It  is  the  invention  of  Juan  de  la 
Cierva,  who  has  been  working  on  its  development  since  1920.  It  became- a practi- 
cal flying  machine  at  the  time  when  the  articulated  rotor  was  fii^t  applied  to 
it,  and  the  ibnerican  contribution  of  a starting  gear,  so  that  the  rotation  of 
the  rotor  can  be  started  by  the  engine  of  the  machine  ha,s  removed  the  most  seri- 
ous objection  that  applied  to  its  wddespread  use.  As  is  well  kno'wn,  the  rotor 
is  not  driven  by  the  engine  except  when  the  starter  is  being  used,  rotation  being 
automatically  maintained  so  long  as  the  rotor  is  supporting  the  weight  of  the 
machine.  The  rotor  blades  are  not  fixed  to  the  hub,  but  are  articulated  so  that 
they  are  free  to  fold  up  like  an  umbrella.  When  in  flight  they  assume  at  all 
times  an  angle  which  is  the  resultant  between  the  centrifugal  and  lift  forces. 

It  is  therefore  impossible  for  the  hlade  to  transmit  a sudden  increase  of  lift 
without  flapping  upward,  or  to  decrease  its  lift  suddenly  without  fla'pping  down- 
ward, Thus  the  difference  in  lift  between  the  blade  which  is  advancing  into  the 
relative  wind  and  that  which  is  traveling  rearward,  is  precisely  conpensated  by 
the  resultant  flapping  which  takes  place.  It  is  equally  Impossible  to  transmit 
sudden  hi^  accelerations  to  the  body  of  the  machine  through  the  rotor,  the  auto- 
matic increase  in  coning  angle  under  increased  lift  acting  as  a shock  absorber. 
Por  tlie  avoidance  of  gyroscopic  effect  the  blades  are  articulated  so  that  they 
are  free  to  move  hack  and  forth  a limited  amount  in  the  plane  of  rotation.  The 
limitation  of  this  movement  is  effected  hy  cables  which  connect  the  four  blades, 
and  which  are  attached  to  the  blades  by  common  hydraulic  shock  absorbers  such 
as  are  used  on  automobiles. 

The  autogiro  is  caT^able  of  almost  vertical  descent,  but  not  of  vertical 
ascent.  It  is  capable  of  taking  off  in  a very  small  distance,  however,  and  of 
climbing  at  a very  low  forward  speed  along  a inn.ch  steeper  path  than  the  usual 
airplane.  It  is  also  capable  of  turns  of  very  short  radius;  in  fact  it  - can  be 
practically  stopped  in  midair,  turned  thi’ou{;li  any  desired  angle  almost  on  the 
spot,  and  started  again  in  the  new  di»-ection.  In  cai'inot  spin  or  stall,  and  is 
inherently  stable  under  all  conditions  of  flight.  The  performance  is  consider- 
ably less  than  that  of  an  airplane  of  comparable  wei^t  and  power, 

A smaller  companion  to  the  well-kno'wn  "Alpha,"  this  airplane  is  one  of  the 
most  advanced  in  design  of  the  recent  productions.  It  is  a iow-wing  cantilever 
monoplane  of  all-metal  construction  covered  with  smooth  Alclad.  It  has  two  open 
cockpits,  and  a streamlined  landing  gear.  With  the  Menasco  air-cooled  inverted 
6-cylinder  engine  of  165  h.p,  , it  is  reported  to  liave  a speed  range  of  48-175 
miles  per  hour. 

EOEEIGN  DEVELOPMENTS 

PRA.NGE 

Long-Bangp  Airplanes 

ProDably  the  most  interesting  aircraft  that  have  been  produced  recently  in 
Prance  have  been  the  series  of  machines  built  to  attack  the  records  for  duration 
and  distance.  They  are  all  monoplanes  powered  with  the  Hisipono-Saisa  engine, and 
they  represent  the  hijS^est  mark  of  weight— carrying  ability  combined  with  perform- 
ance that  has  yet  been  achieved.  They  have  already  broken  the  records  for  dura- 
tion without  refueling,  for  duration  and  distance  over  a closed  course  with  loads 
Of  500,  1000,  and  2000  kilograms,  and  they  are  to  he  used  in  an  attempt  to  break 
the  records  for  duration  and  distance  in  a strai^t  line,  records  now  held  for 
Prance  by  the  Breguet  19,  "Qs.estion  Mark." 

The  Bleriot  110 

This  is  ail  all-wood  hi^  wing  monoplane,  with  a wire— braced  wing  and  a mono- 
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coqtX6:  iru.sGla,ge  of  6lliptica.l  form.  It  is  ©qiiipioGd  witli  a 600— h, 13,  HisTjano  gh— 
gine;  ungeared  metal' ^pr open er,  and  normal  landing  carriage  and  tail  surfaces. 

In  this  macli^nG.  was' estalDli.sbed  a record  of  75  hr.  22  min.  duration,  which  stood 
until  the  , recent  84-.hr.  flight  of  Messrs.  Lees  and  Brossy  in  a Packard- Die sel- 
engihed  Be^ranca.  The  Bleriot  110  lias  a span  of  86  feet,  a total  weight  of 
16,000  Ihs. , of  which  10,000  is  useful  load,  has  a maxiraura  speed  of  132'  m.n.h. , 
and  carries  1820  gallons  of  fuel.  Its  theoretical  maximum  range  in  still  air  is 
said  to  he  7500  miles,  and  its  ceiling  with  full  load  is  6500  feet. 

The  BewQitine  I>“33 

An  all-metal,  low-wing  cantilever  monoplane,  this  machine  is  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  the  Bleriot  described  above.  It  has  a 650  h.p.  Hlspano  engine  driv- 
ing an  ungeared  metal  propeller.  Its  total  weight  a.t  the  talce-off  for  its  re- 
cord flight  was  20,000  lbs.,  of  which  13,200  lbs.  wa.s  the  dis'posal  load.  It 
carries  2100^  gallons  of  fuel;  795  gallons  of  fMl  were  sealed  off  to  make  a load 
of  2000  kg,  (4410  lbs.)  with  which  load  the  airplane  remained  in  the  air  for  32 
hours  and  17  minutes. 

The  Bewoitine  D-33  is  particularly  interesting  from  a structural  stand- 
point,- Imving  a tapered,  unbraced,  all-metal  wing  of  9i-foot  span  with  an  aspect 
ratio  of  almost  10,  having  only  a moderately  thick  section.  The  wing  has  a 
single  spar,,  and  it  is  said  that  its  constiuction  was  made  possible  only  after 
an  exliiaustive  study  of  tortional  cliaracteristics,  Tlie  fuselage  is  of  semi- 
monococ^e  construction,  likewise  all-metal,  and  it  has  an  enclosed  cabin.  It 
is  of  very  clean  design,  with  rather  simll  cross  section,  and  it  looks  distinct- 
ly small  in.  comparison  with  the  gigantic  wing.  The  undercarriage  and  tail  are 
normal.  The  -performance  has  not  been  announced,  but  it  is  believed  to  be  un- 
usually good. 


The  Bernard  80- GB, 

This  air-plane  is  an  mibraced,  middle-wing  monoplane,  of  veiy  clean  design, 
having  the  Hispano  650  li.-p,  engine.  The  construction  is  of  wood,  and  the  wing 
and  fuselage  are  covered  with  -plywood.  The  landing  gear  is  highly  streamlined, 
and  of  very  wide  track.  The  machine  has  the .same  empty  weight  as  the  Dewoitine 
D-33,  but  it  carries  soraewliat  less  load,  and  with  a slightly  smaller  wing  area 
it ^ has  a higher  s-peed.  The  span  is  80  feet,  the  wing  area  '750  sq.  ft.,  the 
weight^empty  6800  lbs.-,  loaded  18,800  lbs.  It  has  a high  speed  of  153  m.p.h., 
which  is  most  reraarlzable  for  the  weight  and  power  of  the  imchine.  It  was  used 
to  break  the  record  for  distance  ove-r  a closed  course,  covering  5560  miles  in 
59  hours  and  14  minutes,  thus  breaking  the  record  set  by  the  longer  flying,  but 
slower,  Bleriot  110.  It  was  forced  down  with  3 hours  of  fuel  left  in  the  tanks, 
duo-  to  evaporation  of  the  cooling  water.  Tlie  fuel  capacity  is  1980  gallons, 
(llote:  It  is  re-ported  that  the  Dewoitine  D-33.  has  since  broken  thi'^  distance 
record  by  traveling  6510  miles  over  a closed  course  in  71  hours,  13  minutes.) 
GHEAT  BRITAIN-; 


The  Parnali  Parasol  Research  Monoplane 

One  of  the  most  vexing  problems  of  aerodynamic  research  is  the  -presence  of  ' 
s^le  efiect,"  which  is  a difference  of  more  or  less  indeterminate  magnitude 
whicn  exists  between  small-model  wind  tunnel  tests  and  the  full-sized  article, 
^.^auy  means,  of  offsetting  this  effect  have  been  used,  notably  the  fall-sized  tun- 
nel and  the  high--pressure  (variable  density)  tunnel  of  the  h.A.C.A.  There  have  | 
also  been  numerous  attenrpts  at  towing  fi-J.l-sized  airfoils  under  an  airplane, and 
measuring^  the  force  reactions  directly.  Tlie  Parnali  Parasol  research  monoplane  j 
is  a straightforward  attempt  at  a solution  of  this  -problem,  consisting  of  a nor-  | 
roa.  airplane  fuselage,  power  plant,  and  tall,  upon,  which  is  mounted  a single 
■'’'ing,  tne^niounting  being  so  constructed  that  the  forces  of  lift  and  drag  can  be 
measured  in  fli^dit.  The  complete  wing  structure  has  a small  amount  of  freedom  j 
normally  restrained  by  a dynamometer,  which  measures  the  resultant  | 

ing  iorce.  In  addition  to  allowing  certain  scale-effect  comparisons,  this 
C ine  can. also  be  used  to  coordinate  v/ing  cliaracteristics  that  are  difficult 
0 e ermine  in  wind  tunnel  tests.  It  vdll  undoubtedly  be  an  economical  mode 
research,  since  its  first  cost  and  u-jikee-o  will  be  much  less  tlian  tiiose  of  a 
wind  tunnel. 

etS  A ^i^plane  is  normal  in  all  respects,  being  a two-seater  with  a ^upercharg 
a Armstrong- Siddely  "Lyiuc"  engine  of  220  h.-o.  It  weighs  2900  lbs.  loaded,  and 
o a speed  range  of  50  to  120  miles  per  hour. 


^Shis  is  a 

tio-n  gearing. 


The  Pob.loy  Engine 

very  small  7- cylinder  air-cooled  radial  engine  with  spur  reduc- 
The  bore  and;  stroke  are  3 and  3-3/8  inches,  giving  s.  dis-placement 


of  174  cubic  inches.  It  develops  75  l^.p.  at  3000  r.x^.m.  (1400  r.-p.m.  of  the 
XDro'peller)  and  85  h.p,  at  3500  r.p.m,  ^(1540  r.-p.m.  of  the  propeller)  for  a 
wei^t  of  only  130  lbs,  and  nn  overall -diameter  of  25|-  inches, 

Pw-iOl  Report  ■ 

The  imanimous  decision  of  the  Board  of  Inqiiiry,  headed  by  Sir  dohn,  Simon, 
was  that  the  loss  of  the  R~101  was  the  result  of  a sudden  loss  of  £as  from  a 
forward  container.  Elaborate  theoretical  analyses  were  made  using  the  data 
gathered  from  wind  tunnel  tests  and  what  few  full-size  tests  that  had  been  con- 
ducted, and  the  probable  fli^t  path  of  the  ship  just  before  it  strudc  the 
ground  was  calculated,  using  the  assumptions  set  forth  in  the  rexDort,  with  very 
good  agreement  with  the  observed  facts.'  ; It  is  believed  that  a sudden  ripping  of 
a forward  gas  bag  was  superimposed  on  a serious  loss  of  gas  that  occurred  during 
the  flight  because  of  the  chafing  of  the  gas  bags 'against  the  structure,  and  the 
opening  of  the  valves  as  the  shiiD  rolled,  etc, 

Ihe  R-101  was  a very  heavy  ship,  the  structure,  although  sound,  was  consi- 
derably over  weight,  aiid  the  Diesel  engines  weired  almost  ten  pounds  x)er  horse- 
power, IThe  engines  were  -planned  with  aluminum  crenlvicases , but  technical  diffi- 
culties ma,de  it  iimpossible  to  iproduce  them  in.  time,  so  that  cast  steel  was  used, 
res'clting  in  a great  increase  of  weight,  Torsional  vibmtion  made  it  impossible 
to  run  the  engines  at  the  speed  -planned.  Just  before  the  flight  to  India,  on 
which  the  crash  took  -place,  the  ship  was  lengthened  by  the  addition  of  a new  bay 
in  the  center,  and  the  gas  bags  were  all  somewhat  enlarged,  which  resulted  in 
their  chafing  aj^inst  the  structure.  Inadequate  fligh-t  tests  were  conducted  af- 
ter the  enlargement  of  the  ship,  and  the  flight  to  India  was  undertaken  for 
political  reasons,  against  the  judgment  of  the  ins-pectors  and.  the  technical  men. 
■It  has  been  icointed  out  that  a heavy  airshiij,  being  flown  nose  up  to  comrjensate 
for  the  loss  of  static  lift  by  an  increase  in  dynamic  lift,  very  suddenly  reach- 
ed a -point  where  the  dynamic  lift  ceases  to  increase  with  increase  in  the  angle 
of  attack,  and  the  ship  dive^  much  after  the  manner  of  an  airplane  stalling. 

Dr.  Eckener,  famcrus  pilot  of  the  Graf  Zeppelin,  -pointed  out  that  a change 
of  watch  took  place  just  before  the  wreck  and  that  the  new.?cozswain  did  not  real- 
ize hov;  close  the  ship  was  to  the  limit  of  dynamic  lift.  ■ 


The  Hawker . "fury" 

The  official  figures  on  this  aircraft  have  just  been  released  for  publica- 
tion by  the  British  Air  Ministry.  They  are  as  recorded  above. 

On  the  basis  of  these  7?iguivr’,  the  British  claim  to  have  the  highest  per- 
formance service  military  airplane  in  the  world. 

Accident  Statistics  in  the  R.A.F. 

From  the  1st  of  Januargr  to  the  isth  of  May,  there  were  45  deaths  and  39 
injuries  in  the  R.A.E.  alone. 
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f/E  om®is  effecting  air  corps  officers 


CHANGES  OF  STATION;  To  Rockwell  Field.  Calif.;  Captain  Harold  M. 

McClellan  and  1st  Lieut.  Harold  Brand,  Office  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps. 

To  LaniSiley  Field,  Va.  ; Captain  Harvey  H.  Holland,  1st  Lieut.  Win. B. Clarke, 
2nd  Lieut  s.  Budd  J.  Peaslee,  Hoyt  L.  Prindle  and  Edgar  R.  Todd,  from  Hav/aiian 
Department;  Captain  Harold  H.  George  and  1st  Lieut,  A.Y.  Smith  from  Panama 
Canal  Dept . 

To  San  Antonio  Air  Depot ; 1st  Lieut.'  David  J.  Ellinger,  from  Panama;  Capt. 
lamer  B.  Gates  from  Primary  FI  yin-;  School,  Brooks  Field.  j 

To  Aberdeen  Proving  Ground.  Md. ; Shd  Lieut,  Hagh  F.  McCaffery,  Mitchel  Fid.  | 
To  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas ; 2nd  Lt,  James  L.  Jacks.on,  from  Fort  Sill, for 
duty  with  Air  Corps  Detachment,  ; 

To  Mather  Field,  Calif.  ; 2nd  Lt.  Ivlark  D.S,  Steenson,  from  Hawaii. 

To  Fort  Sill,  Qkla. ; Major  John  N,  Reynolds,  from  Aberdeen  Proving  Ground, 
Md. , for  duty  as  Instructor  at  Field  Artillery  School. 

To  Boston,  Mass. ; 1st  Lt.  Bennett  E.  Meyers,  Wright  Field,  to  Bahson 
Institute  for  duty  as  student. 

To  Long  Beach,  Calif.;  1st  Lt . John  K.  Nissley,  for  duty  with  Organized 
Reserves,  9th  Corps  Area.  (From  Rockwell  Field). 

To  ^yfeocwell  Field,  Ala. ; Major  George  E,  Lovell,  Jr. , Langley  Field,  for 
duty  as  student  at  Air  Cor-ps  Tactical  School,  i; 

To  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio ; 1st  Lieut,  Fred  E.  Woodward,  from  Hawaiian  | 
Department . | 

To  Fairfield  Air  Deuot,  Ohio;  1st  Lt.  Patrick  W.  Tim'berlake,  from  Panama,  i. 
To  Panama  Canal  Dept;  (Sailing  Jan.  7,  1932):  1st  Lieut,  Cecil  E.  Henry, 
from  Self ridge  Field;  (Sailing  Jan,  16,  1932)  1st  Lieuts,  Cornelius  E. O’Connor, 
March  Field;  George  E.  Rice,  Post  Field;  Wm.  L.  Scott,  Jr.,  Rockwell  Field. 

To  Hav/aiian  De-./ertment ; 1st  Lt . Fred  C.  Fishback,  Chanute  Field;  2nd  Lt.  ^ 
Branett  F.  Yost,  Selfridge  Field;  1st  Lieuts.  Wm.  0.  Ihreckson  and  Luther  S.  i: 

Smith,  Kelly  Field;  1st  Lts . John  Y.  Hart  and  Donald  G.  Stitt,  March  Field;  2d  |! 
Lieut.  Charles  H.  Earnest,  Brooks  Field, 

To  phili-Quines;  Capt,  James  F.  Doherty,  Fort  Crockett,  sailing  11-4-31. 

To  Air  Corps  Training  Center;  Captain  Arthur  E.  Easterbrook,  from  Philip-  || 
pines.  j 

RELIEVED  FROM  DETAIL  TO  THE  AIR  CORPS;  2nd  Liouts.  John  L.  Pauley,  Jr,,  f 
to  3rd  Cavalry,  Fort  Snelling,  Minn.;  Edward  L.  Rhodes  to  Cavalry  School,  Ft.  I 
Riley,  Kansas;  Jolin  W.  Joyes,  Jr.,  to  25th  Infantry,  Fort  Huachuca,  Arizona; 

§8l4Jf.,  !, 

, Otia. 

, Field  Artillery,  and  ' 
to  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  Randolph  Field,  for  flying  training. 

PROMOTIONS;  To  Captain,  rank  from  Sept.  1,  1931  - 1st  Lieuts.  James  T.  j 
Curry,  Jr.,  Wm.  B.  Souza,  Alfred  Lindeburg,  Joseph  A.  Wilson,  Clements  Mclvfullen,  :l 
Ames  S,  Albro;  rank  from  Sept.  3d,  1st  Lt . Milo  McCune;  rank  from  Sept,  8th,  ; 
1st  Lt  . Chamles  McK.  Robinson,  I' 


John  F.  Greco,  to  Field  Artillery,  2nd  Div.  , Ft^Sam^Hou 
K.  Kane  to  12th  Cavalry,  Fort  Ringgold,  Texas;  Fort^iill 
DETAILED  TO  THE  AIR  CORPS;  2nd  Lt . Ashton  M.  Haynes 


Orders  assigning  2nd  Lt.  Merrill  D.  Burnside,  Langley  Field,  to  Chanute 
Field,  revoked. 


oOo — - 


DEATH  OF  LIEUT.  EUGENE  C.  BATTEN 

The  death  of  1st  Lieut  .,  Eugene  C.  Batten,  Air  Corps,  at  Walter  Reed  General 
Hospital  on  September  12th,  removed  from  the  ranks  of  the  Air  Corps  one  of  its 
veteran  pilots,  who  entered  the  service  during  the.  World  War.  Lieut.  Batten  was 
bom  on  June  6,  1897,  in  New  York  City,  and  was  commissioned  in  the  Aviation 
Section,  Signal  Corps,  on  May  11,  1918,  as  a 2nd  Lieutenant. 

An  excellent  flyer,  Lieut,  Batten  served  for  several  years  as  a test  pilot 
at  the  Engineering  Division,.  McCook  Field,  Ohio.  He.  waged  a plucky  but  losing 
fight  for  his  life  against  eai  affliction  which  brought  him  to  the  Walter  Reed 
General  Hospital  on  several  occasions . Each  time  ho  was  discharged  from  the 
hospital,  apparently  cured  through  Radium  treatment,  until  his  last  visit. 

The  death  of  Lieut.  Batten  is  a distinct  loss  to  the  Air  Corps,  as  well  as 
the  entire  Army,  The  News  Letter  sends  its  deep  sympathy  to  his  sorrowing 
family  and  many  friends, 

V~6179,  A.C. 


-334- 


MAJOR  ROICE  PRESENTED  WITH  mCKAY  TROPHY 

The  presentation  of  the  Mackay  Trophy  to  Major  Ralph  Royce,  Air  Corps, for 
his  leadership  in  connection  with  the  most  outstanding  and  meritorious  flight 
achievement  hy  the  Army  Air  Corps  during  the  year  1930,  took  place  on  the  morn- 
ing of  September  17th  in  the  Office  of  the  Hon.  F,  Tiubee  Davison,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War  for  Aeronautics. 

In  January,  1930,  the  First  Pursuit  Group  at  Self ridge  Field,  Mt.  Clemens, 
Mich.,  under  the  command  of  Major  Royce,  was  siibjected  to  a most  severe  test 
during  a most  strenuous  long-distance  flight  from  its  home  station  to  Spolcane, 
Wash,,  and  return.  The  flight  was  made  in  the  dead  of  winter,  and  was  marked 
frequently  by  snowstorms  and  other  bad  flying  conditions.  Its  successful  con- 
clusion furnished  the  Army  Air  Coi^s  with  val'uable  information  as  to  the  ability 
of  the  piloting  personnel  to  withstand  rigorous  winter  conditions  during  long- 
distance cross-country  flights  and  very  useful  data  on  the  behavior  of  flying 
equipment  under  such  handic^ips. 

Operating  under  sero  weather  conditions,  the  work  of  the  First  Pursuit 
Group  was  most  meritorious,  and  the  leadership  of  fejor  Royce  served  as  an  in- 
spiration to  Air  Corps  personnel  who  might  in  the  future  be  called  upon  to  fly 
under  the  adverse  conditions  such  as  were  encountered  by  members  of  this  so- 
called  "Arctic  Patrol  Flight," 

The  Mackay  Trophy  is  awarded  annually  to  the  officer  or  officers  of  the 
United  States  Army  who  liave  irade  the  most  meritorious  flight  of  the  year.  The 
Trophy  is  now  of  18  years  standing,  being  presented  by  Mr.  Clarence  Ifeclray  in 
1912  to  the  Aero  Club  of  America.  It  is  now  in  the  custod;^/’  of  the  National 
Aeronautic  Association,  successor  to  the  Aero  Club  of  America,  The  first 
award  of  the  Trophy,  made  in  1912,  went  to  Lieut,  (now  Lieut, -Colonel)  Henry  H. 
Arnold,  Air  Coips,  It  was  last  awarded  to  Captain  Albert  W.  Stevens,  Mr  Corps, 
for  his  outstanding  accomplishments  in  altitude  and  long-range  aerial  photo- 
graphy. 

Ifejor  Royce  is  at  present  serving  as  a member  of  the  War  Department  General 
Staff  in  Washington. 

— -oOo- — 

GOOD  SCORES  MDE  IN  AERIAL  GUNNERY  AM)  BOMBING  MATCHES 

A total  of  25  teams  from  the  various  Air  Corps  organizations  stationed 
within  the  continental  limits  of  the  United  States  and  from  the  Panama  Canal 
Zone  recently  completed  the  annual  test  in  firing  machine  guns  and  dropping 
bomhs  at  Langley  Meld,  ?a. 

To  the  bombing  team  of  Lieut.  Robert  T.  Cronau  (pilot)  and  Lieut,  Merrill 
D.  Burnside  (Observer),  Air  Corps,  belongs  a new  record  in  bombing  competition. 
Dropping  bombs  from  altitudes  of  5,000  and  8,000  feet,  this  team  secured  1894 
points  out  of  a possible  score  of  2,000  in  the  Aerial  Gunnery  and  Bombing 
Matches.  Tne s e jfetches  have  been  held  at  Langley  Field  since  1925,  and  the 
score  credited  to  Lieut s,  Cronau  and  Burnside  is  the  highest  ever. made  in  the 
Bombardnent  fetch. 

Lieut.  Bavid  D.  Graves,  95th  Pursuit  Sqdn.  , Rockwell  Field,  Calif,,  v/as 
the  winner  of  the  Pursuit  fetch.  Firing  fixed  guns  at  both  ground  and  tow  tar- 
gets and  dropping  hombs  from  low  altitudes,  he  scored  VSS-g-  points  out  of  a 
maximum  score  of  1550. 

In  the  competition  for  Observation  and  Attack  pilots,  constituting  the 
firing  of  fixed  guns  at  both  ground  and  tow  targets  and  bombing  from  low  alti- 
tudes, Lieut.  Irving  R.  Selby,  of  Scott  Field,  111.,  was  hi^  gun  with  a score 
of  655  out  of  a possible  nisM;  of  1350. 

Lieut.  John  K.  Poole,  of  Crissy  Field,  Calif.,  won  the  Observers'  Match 
with  a score  of  657-|-.  This  event  calls  for  a maximum  score  of  1350,  the  Observer 
firing  flexible  guns  at  both  ground  and  tow  targets. 

Even  thou^  the  scores  made  in  the  events  for  Ihrsuit  Pilots,  Observation 
and  Attack  Pilots,  and  Observers,  appear  to  be  well  below  the  maximum  attain- 
able, they  are  in  reality  excellent  scores  and  well  above  the  average.  The 
maneuvering  of  aircraft  at  varying  speeds,  the  uncertainty  of  atmospheric  condi- 
tions, and  other  factors  entering  into  aerial  gunnery  work  constitute  handicaps 
and  hazards  which  tend  to  make  the  scoring  of  high  marks  practically  impossible. 
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UOa)SS  PROM  AIR  CORPS  FIIiLPS  I 

— oOo — I 

7th  Bombardment  Group,  Rockwell  Field,  Calif , , Aug.  IBtPx;  i 

Rockwell  Field  was  relatively  inactive  since  the  return  of  the  7th  Bom-  i 
bardment  Group  from  the  Annual  Air  Corps  Maneuvers,  Motors  and  ships  were 
thoroughly  checked  and  overhauled,  and  scheduled  flying  was  reduced  to  a min-  : 
imum. 

The  personnel  of  the  post  took  advantage  of  this  short  let-up  by  taking 
leaves  and  furloughs.  However,  there  are  still  enough  of  the  home  guard  on 
hand  to  extend  a cordial  welcome  to  any  visiting  pilots  who  drop  in, 

Lieut,  R.K,  LeBrou  recently  ferried  a Sikorsky  Amphibian  from  Mitchel 
Field  to  this  station.  The  Sikorsky  was  designated  as  the  Alert  ship  for  the 
7th  Bombardment  Group;  being  always  in  readiness  to  render  aid  to  any  ship  which 
may  be  forced  down,  in  the  ocea.n  in  this  vicinity. 

All  pilots  are  being  checked  out  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  it  will  not  be 
long  before  we  can  enter  competition  with  our  Naval  neighbors. 

Miss  Etta  Eleanor  Buchanan,  daughter  of  Mr,  and  Mrs,  David  Buchanan,  of 
San  Diego,  and  Lieut,  Harold  W.  Bowman,  A.C,,  were  united  in  marriage  at  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  San  Diego  on  July  eleventh. 

The  ceremony  was  marked  by  its  simplicity  and  impressiveness.  Miss  Buchan- 
an was  attended  by  her  sister  while  Lieut.  Erhart  C.  Koerper  acted  as  best  man. 

A small  reception  for  the  bridal  party  and  the  immediate  families  was  held  at  i 
the  home  of  the  bride's  parents  following  the  wedding.  Immediately  thereafter 
the  bride  and  groom  left  for  a month's  honeymoon  in  the  Pacific  Northwest, 

Lieut,  Bowman  is  a member  of  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron,  having  served 
with  that  organization  for  the  past  two  years.  We  welcome  Mrs.  Bo’wnan  to  our 
midst  and  join  in  wishing  them  both  all  the  happiness  in  the  world, 

Rockwell  Field  is  extremely  pround  of  the  records  made  by  members  of  its 
personnel  in  the  Army  Tennis  Championships,  as  well  as  the  Annual  Leech  Cup  i: 

Matches  which  were  recently  brought  to  a conclusion  in  the  east.  ! 

Lieut,  S,I{.  Robinson,  a m.ember  of  the  Ninety-Fifth  Pursuit  Squadron,  played  : 
brilliant  tennis  to  defeat  Lieut,  D.D,  Hedekin  of  the  Infantry  for  the  Army  Sin- 
gles Championship,  Lieut.  J.N,  Stone,  also  of  the  Ninety-fifth,  paired  with 
Lieut,  Robinson  to  win  the  Army  Doubles  Championship;  defeating  Majors  J,K.  Hills* 
and  I'eland  Hobbs,  j 

In  the  Leech  Cup  Matches,  Pvt.  Dolf  E.  Jvfuehleisen  of  Hqrs,  7th  Bombardment 
Group,  played  No.  1 man  for  the  Army  and  won  his  match  in  decisive  style  from 
the  Navy's  top  player,  Lieut.  Robinson  and  Pvt.  Muehleisen  teamed  to  make  the 
first  doubles  team  for  the  Army  and,  as  a result  of  playing  superb  tennis,  they 
are  the  present  doubles  champions  of  the  service  world. 

During  the  past  month  promotions  among  the  personnel  on  the  field  of  the 
first  three  grades  were  as  follows;  Tech.  Sgt.  Andrew  May,  95th  Pursuit  Sq, , ' 

Was  promoted  to  the  grade  of  Master  Sergeant  and  transferred  to  the  11th  Bomb, 

Sq.  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  the  late  Ma,ster  Sergeant  Joseph  Huf  who  passed  away 
the  24th  of- Ma.y.  Tech, Sgt.  John  Chowaniec,  95th  Pursuit  Sq.  was  promoted  to 
the  grade  of  Master  Sgt, 

Staff  Sgts,  Peder  Berg,  Victor  Waytulonis  and  Thomas  J,  Baldwin,  11th  Bomb, 
Sq, ,were  promoted  to  Tech.  Sgts.  and  transferred  to  the  95th  Pursuit  Sq, 

Sgts.  Dooley,  McPheter,  Merrick  and  Kerr,  11th  Bomb.  Sq.  moved  to  Staff 
Sgt,  to  fill  vacancies  created  by  transfer  of  personnel  to  the  new  organizations  . 
being  formed  at  March  Field, 

Among  those  taking  up  new  residence  at  March  Field  were  Tech, Sgt.  Don  Hana- 
ford  and  Staff  Sgt,  Epley,  11th  Bomb.  Sq. ; Staff  Sgts.White,  Capps  and  Akins, 

95th  Pursuit  Sq. , also  Master  Sgt.  Deckman  and  Tech  Sgt,  Arnold  of  the  same  or- 
ganization, Sgts.  Ladd  and  Adams,  95th  and  Sgts,  Birk  and  Glover,  76th  Service 
Sq, , were  also  promoted  to  the  grade  of  Staff  Sgt, 

The  7th  Bomb,  Group  baseball  team,  under  the  able  direction  of  Lieut,  Mills, 
Post  Athletic  Officer,  and  Sgt.  Silva  of  the  11th  Bomb.  Sq, , enjoyed  marked  suc- 
cess in  their  games  with  San  Diego  and  Coronado  teams. 

They  proved  themselves  gluttons  for  punishment  in  their  last  two  games,  13 
and  15-inning  contests,  respectively.  They  dropped  the  13-inning  contest  to  the 
U.S,  Navy  Destroyer  Base  by  the  close  score  of  3 to  2, 

On  Aug,  14th,  they  defeated  the  U.S.S.  Holland  team  in  a torrid  15-inning 
contest  in  which  they  snatched  victory  at  the  last  moment  by  scoring  2 runs  in 
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the  15th  inning. 

The  team  is  a member  of  the  San  Diego  Summer  Leagu.e  and  has  been  playing 
some  great  ball,  although  they  have  been  getting  tough  breaks  right  along. 

They  have  met  and  defeated  some  of  the  best  of  the  Havy  teams  about  San  Diego, 
and  vdll  try  conclusions  with  the  strong  March  Field  team  in  the  very  near 
future. 

Flight  "3",  16th  Obs,  Sg. , Lawson  Field.  Ft .Benning.Ga. .Aug.l7th;  , 

Flight  "B"  returned  to  normalcy  last  week  with  the  return  of  our  last  over- 
hauled 0~25A,  The  training  program  under  Lieut,  Skow,  Operations  Officer,  is 
going  forward  with  much  gusto. 

On  Aug,  8th,  Lieut,  Leitner  returned  from  Dayton,  ferrying  an  0-25A,  On 
Aug,  13th,  Lieut,  Holland  ferried  the  remaining  0-25A, 

Orders  were  received  here  relieving  Lieut.  C,H,  Leitner,  Air-Res,,  from  ex- 
tended active  duty,  effective  October  23,  1931, 

The  work  beautifying  our  surroundings  continues,  the  most  noteworthy  addi- 
tion being  the  building  of  a very  artistic  fountain  and  goldfish  pond. 

Golf  continues  to  be  the  most  popular  summer  diversion,  closely  seconded 
by  swimming.  Ft,  Benning  boasts  very  good  facilities  for  both,  and  the  offi- 
cers of  Flight  "B"  are  not  slow  to  take  advantage  of  them.  • 

Major  Ira  A.  Rader  (A,C,  Instructor  at  the  Infantry  School)  along  with  his 
family,  is  spending  the  summer  at  Tybee  Beach,  on  Academic  leave. 


San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field.  Texas.  Aug,  15th; 


En  route  by  airplane  from  the  West  Coast  to  Washington,  D.C.,  Brig, -Gen. 
Benjamin  D.  Foulois,  Asst.  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  accompanied  by  Maj,  W.G. 
Kilner,  of  the  Office  of  the  Asst,  Secretary  of  War,  arrived  at  Kelly  Field 
Aug,  2d,  for  a three-day  visit  to  local  Air  Corps  activities.  General  Foulois 
paid  a visit  to  this  Depot  on  Aug,  4th,  and  was  a guest  at  the  luncheon  given 
in  connection  with  the  regular  monthly  conference  of  station  representatives 
held  at  the  Depot  on  that  date  on  supply  and  maintenance  in  the  Depot ’ s Area, 
During  his  stay,-  Major  Kilner  was  the  house  guest  of  Lieut  .--Col,  Robins,  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  Depot, 

Lieut, -Cols.  C.L.  Eastman,  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  and  Yv.S.  Prosser,  Signal  Officer  of  the  Eighth  Corps  Area,  recent- 
ly made  an  informal  call  on  the  Commanding  Officer  of  this  Depot  and  while  here 
were  interested  in  looking  over  our  Depot  Supply  activities,  . 

Traveling  in  a BT-2B  plane,  Capt,  Hugh  A.  Bivins  of  the  Fairfield  Ohio  Air 
Depot,  accompanied  by  Mr,  C,\?,  Rawlings  of  the  Engineering  Department  of  that 
Depot,  were  visitors  here  on  temporary  duty  for  the  purpose  of  observing  our 
shop  methods  and  systems,  arriving  on  Aug.  10th  and  departing  on  the  13th  for 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala, 

Lieut.  C.E.  Thomas,  Jr,,  Supply  Officer,  and  Warrant  Officer  A,R.  Trabold, 
of  this  Depot,  made  a trip  to  the  A.C,  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field,  Ohio, 
to  attend  the  conference  held  there,  regarding  the  procedure  for  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  Air  Corps  Station  Supply  and  the  Depot  Supply  Departments  of  this 
Depot, 

Capt,  Wm.  F.  LeBaron  and  2nd  Lieuts,  Arthur  S.  Graham  and  John  5’.  Hardie, 
A.C.  Res,,  all  business  men  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  availed  themselves  of  Id- 
days*  active  duty  training  at  this  Depot  during  the  first  part  of  August, 

The  Engineering  Department  of  this  Depot  overhauled  and  repaired  the  fol- 
lowing airplanes  and  engines  during  the  month  of  July,  1931:- 

Airplanes  overhauled:  1 A-3,  2 A-3B,  1 0-2H,  2 0-19B,  1 P-ID,  1 PV/-9D, 

5 BT-1,  5 PT-3A,  2 PT-3.  Total  20. 

Airplanes  repaired:  1 A-3B,  1 LB-6,  2 LB-7,  4 0-2H,  3 0-19B,  2 0-19C, 

2 0-38,  1 DH-4M-2T,  1 BT-2B,  2 PT-3,  1 C-9.  Total  20. 

Engines  overhauled:  20  Curtiss  D-12,  26  Wright  J-5,  7 Wright  J-6,  19 
Wasp,  Total  72. 

Engines  repaired:  8 Liberty,  4 Curtiss  D-12,  1 Wright  J-5,  Total  13, 

San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field, Texas , Aug,  31st : 


Maj,  J,H,  Pirie  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  while  in  this 
vicinity,  visited  this  Depot  on  Aug.  31st  and  conferred  with  the  Commanding 
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Officer  on  various  matters.  MaJ.  Pirie  was  formerly  in  command  of  this  Depot,  j' 
and  greeted  old  friends  here  while  on  this  visit, 

Gapt,  Charles  E,  Branshaw,  was  transferred  from  this  Depot  to  Chanute  :J 

Eield,  Rantonl,  111.,  for  dnty,  on  Aug,  19th,  and  departed  on  a three  months'  m 

leave  of  absence  before  proceeding  toms  new  assignment,  Capt,  Bransha-w  was  | 
on  duty  here  from  Jan,  13,  1929,. as  Chief  Engineer  Officer,  and  also  had  a pre- 
vious  tour  of  duty  at  the  Depot  for  a number  of  years.  The  Depot  will  miss  '' 

Capt,  and  Mrs.  Branshaw  and  tlriv  son  and  daughter,  and  extends  to  them  heart- 
iest wishes  for  happiness  at  their  new  station, 

Lieut,  D.K,  Dunton,  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  on  a tour  | 
of  technical  inspection  of  various  Air  Corps  activities  in  this  vicinity,  visit- 
ed this  Depot  on  Aug,  24th  and. 25th  in  this  connection, 

Lieut,  James  L,  Jackson  of-  the  88th  Observation  Sq, , Et.Sill,  Okla, , was  a 
visitor  at  the  Depot  on  Aug,  15th,  ferrying  an  0-193  airplane  back  to  his  home 
station, 

France  Eield,  Panama  Can-a].  Zone,  Aug,  19th; 

With  the  departure  of  Lieut, -Col.  James  A,  Mars  for  duty  as  Commanding  Of- 
ficer of  the  A.C,  Technical  School  at  Chanute  Eield,  Rantou], , 111,,  Major  L.G-,  i, 
Heffernan,  formerly  in  command  of  the  Panama  Air  Depot,  assumed  command  of 
France  Eield,  Major  Lewis  H.  Brereton  took  over  the  command  of  the  Panama  Air 
Depot,  and  1st  Lieut.  David  J,  Ell inger ,.  former  Personnel  Adjutant,  assumed  the  I 
Adjutant's  duties,  relieving  Maj,  E.B.  Lyon  who  recently  completed  his  tour  of  i 
foreign  service,  ■ . 

Although  the  field  continues  at  full  strength,  the  number  of  old  faces  is 
rapidly  diminishing  both  .-me-  -he  commissioned  and  enlisted,  personnel,  Eot 
only  are  new  men  arriving  in  large  mimbers,  but  transfers  from  other,  branches  of 
the  service  are  being  made  in  an  unusually,  large  number  of  cases. 

Carrying  a determined  and  optimist ic  complement  of  officers,  tliree  0-19C's 
and  a P-12  took  off  for  Langley  Field,  Va, , to  att..nd  the  annual  Gunnery  Match-  f 
es,  . Chosen  from  various  organizations,  they  are  representative  of  the  highest  ; 
scores  in  gunnery  practice  made  at  France-  Field.,  viz:  2nd  Lieut,  C. A, Barring-  1 

ton,  24th  Pursuit  Sq. ; 1st  Lieut.  S.M.  Bevans  and  Staff  Sgt,  P.D..  Reilly, (Me-  || 

chanic)  44th  Obs.Sq.;  1st  Lieut,  R.D.  Biggs,  63d  Service.  Sq. ; Is.t  Lieut,  R.E. 
Eugent  and  2nd  Lieut.  D.J,  Buc-nnan,  25th  Bomb, Sq, ; and  2nd  Lieut. J.W,  Sessumis, 
Jr,,  D.O.L.,  Qparry  Heights,  C.Z, 

An  experiment  conducted  by  the  Health  Department  of  the  Canal  Zone,  with  ' 
the  cooperation  of  France  France,  has  proven  that  in  the  future  Bombers  may  J 
play  an  important  part  in  the  extermination  of  mosquito  larvae  in  the  depart- 
ment , 

In  conducting  the  experiment,  three  dozen  pans  contaning  the  larvae  of  in-  !; 
fectious  mosquitoes  were  set  out  in  the  swamps.  The.  experiment  plot  covered  i 

two  square  miles  and  two  flights  were  necessary  to  complete  the  test,  A solu-  |i 
tion  of  piilverized  dried  clay  and  Paris  Green' was  placed  in  vats  and  loaded  in 
a B-3A,  A special  funnel  was  constructed  to  be  used  in  the  "dusting"  process,  ? 
After  covering  the  experimental  plot  with  the  Paris  Green  mixt-ure,  it  was  fo'und  j 
that  8,6  percent  .of  the  infectious  larvae  had  been  killed.  The-  new-  plan  has  ' 
worked  out  so  successfully  that,  the  Health  Department  may-  adopt  this  method  of  i 
keeping  down  mosquitoes,  especially  in  the  districts  where  it  is  almost  impos-  i 
sible  to  spread  oil,  | 

The  close  .of  the  basketball  -season  fo'und  France  Field  nosed  out  of  first  ( 
place  by  one-game  in  the  .Atlantic*  Si  do- Army-Havy  Leaglie,  Ft,  Randolph  capt-ured  !| 
the  Gold  Coast  title,  due  to  the  defeat  of  the  airmen  by  Ft, Davis, 

Despite  the  fact  that  Fr^-nce  Field  held- the  All-Isthmus  title  last  year,  j 

the  two-year  bill  so  depleted  the-,  ranks  of  experienced  cagers  that  this  year's  j 
defeat  for  the  title  may  to  some  extent  be  laid  to  that  trouble.  However,  the 
material  now  on  hand  should  develop  into  an  excellent  team  by  next  year-. 

The  Inter -squadron  basketball  title  went  to  the  63d  Service  Squadron,  with  1 
the  Observation  boys  from  the  7th  a close  second. 

The  leather-pushers  from  all  squadrons  are  now  out  in  force  and  faithfully  f 
training  for  the  elimination  contests  which  will  result  in  the  selection  of  the  ' 
Post  Boxing  Team,  Some  good  prospects  in  all  weights  are  going  through  the 
daily  grind,  and  the  entire  Post  is  awaiting  the  first  of  the  arguments  that  ' 
will  determine  the  worth  of  the  various  "local  favorites".  " 
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44th  and  7th>- Ooservati  cn  3 .iiiadroi^is ; Al  thongh  the  44th  Ohservation  Sq  . , 
one  of  the  Tield’s  ";y oimgster"  Squadrons,  is  still  attached  to  the  7th  for 
harracks,  rations  and  aircraft  operation,  they  are  ftinctioning  spearately  in 
the  athletic  line. 

With  the  close  of  the  Inter -Post  Basketball  season,  preparations  are  being 
rapidly  carried  forward  toward  getting  the  cauliflower  and  baseball  squad  in 
shape  for  the  coming  inter -squadron  tournament  and  season.  This  will  be  the 
first  time  the  44th  has  operated  as  an  individiual  ’unit  and,  without  appearing 
boastful,  it  is  expected  that  the  other  oi'ganizations  here  will  be  painfully 
aware  of  the  44th  on  the  athletic  field, 

24th  and  78th  Pursuit  Squadrons;  As  a farewell  to  their  felloY/  officer 
and  former  Commander  of  the  24th  Pursuit  Squadron,  the  Commissioned  personnel 
of  the  24th  and  78th  Pui'suit  Squadrons  gave  a dinner  to  Capt,  Albert  M.  Guidera 
who  left  August  19th  for  his  new  station  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.  The  dinner  was 
held  at  the  Carlton  Hotel,  Colon,  H.  de  P,  The  hosts  inc'luded  Majors  L.G  Hef- 
fernan,  E.A.  Lohman,  Capt,  A,C.  Kincaid,  Lieucs.  P.W.  Timberlake,  J.G.  Mooro, 

G.A,  Harrington,  N.B,  Porrest,  R.J.  Brown,  T.L.  Bryan,  P,H,  Smith,  J.J,  O'Hara, 
D.B,  Schannep,  ?.L.  Brown,  O.J,  Studeraan,  C,R«  Disher  and  P,T.  Sterling, 

The  Squadron's  farewell  to  Capt,  Guidera  was  a dinner  held  at  the  Squadron 
Mess  [fell  on  Agu,  16th, 

Capt,  Alvan  C,  Kincaid  who  arrived  in  the  Department  on  July  17th,  assumed  . 
command  of  the  24th  \xpon  the  departure  of  Capt,  Guidera, 

Lieuts,  P.H.  Smith,  Louis  E.  Hobbs,  E.T,  Sterling  and  O.J.  Studeman  enjoyed 
a cross-country  flight  into  the  interior  of  Panama  during  the  week-end  of  Aug, 

8th  and  9th,  They  spent  their  time  between  the  swimming  hole  at  Rio  Hata  and 
an  active  participation  in  the  activities  of  Agua  I>.ilce,  Saturday  night  was 
spent  as  guests  at  a native  dance  where  Lieut.  Smith  further  strengthened  the 
Pan-American  bonds  of  friendship  by  dancing  the  "Tamborito"  with  one  of  the  dusk- 
y daughters  of  the  interior. 

The  24th  Pursuit  Squadron* is  now  engaged  in  aerial  gunnery  and  bombing 
practice. 

Port  Sill.  Qkla, . Aug,  51st; 

Lieut.  L,E,  Hunt  who  toui’ed  Ohio  on  an  extended  cross-country  trip,  re- 
turned Aug,  17th  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Lieuts,  S.O.  Ross  and  G.S.  Tidwell  returned  Aug,  20th  from  an  extended 
cross-country  flight  through  Georgia  and  ITorth  Carolina, 

Lieuts,  Haynie  McCormick  and  J.A.  Tarro  were  on  temporary  duty  at  Akron, 
Ohio,  from  July  16th  to  July  22nd,  during  the  Balloon  Races. 

On  Aug,  6th,  Lieut,  C.E.  Sliankle,  pilot  and  Capt.  R.E.  O'Heill,  radio  oper- 
ator, flew  to  El  Paso,  Texas,  keeping  in  communication  with  Fort  Sill  by  radio 
over  375  miles, 

Capt.  Neal  Creighton,  1st  Lieuts.  G.E.  Rice,  W.L.  Ritchie  and  2nd  Lieut. 
Mitchell  left  Aug.  15th  on  a ten-day  fishing  trip  in  Colorado, 

Lieut,  John  A,  Tarro  joined  the  ranks  in  matrimony  on  Aug.  15th  v/hen  he 
marched  to  the  altar  and  mads  the  vows  with  Miss  Vera  Dark,  Lieut,  and  Mrs, 

Tarro  were  escorted  to  the  station  in  true  Port  Sill  style  (on  a caisson),  where 
they  departed  for  Roundup,  Mont,,  on  their  honejnnoon, 

2nd  Lieuts,  H.B,  Fleming  and  C.H.  Miller  departed  Aug.  29th  on  an  extended 
cross-country  trip  to  Cleveland, Ohio  via  Scott  Field,  111,  and  Louisville,  Ky, 

Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio..  Texas,  July  28th; 

22nd  Observation  So.;  "He  was  a mighty  fine  boy,"  That  , in  short,  ex- 
presses the  opinion  of  the  personnel  of  the  22nd  Observation  Sq.  for  2nd  Lieut, 
Benjamin  F,  Lowery,  Air-Res.,  formerly  an  enlisted  man  of  this  Organization  whil<? 
at  Maxwell  Field,  Ala.  Hews  of  his  recent  death  made  us  all  feel  that  the  Air 
Corps  had  lost  a fine  man  and  a splendid  officer.  Our  heartfelt  sympathies  are 
extended  to  his  people  in  their  sorrow, 

Sgt,  Pike  re-enlisted  to  fill  his  own  vacancy  in  the  Squadron,  He  is,  by 
now,  back  in  Montgomery  arranging  for  his  better  half  to  return  to  San  Antonio 
with  him, 

^The  following-named  Reserve  officers  were  assigned  to  this  organization: 

2nd  Lieuts,  William  Beverly, Jr.;  Wayne  Bone;  Benjamin  G,  Halloway,  Roy  0.  Ralston 
and  Mell  M,  Stephenson,  Jr, 
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Lieut.  Phillip)  P,  Coates,  assigned  to  this  Squadron,  will  join  the  organiza- 
tion upon  the  expiration  of  his  30-day  sick  leave.  The  Squadron  is  not  new  to 
him,  as  he  was  a member  of  it  at  Maxwell  Field,  Ala,,  prior  to  going  to  Chanute 
Field  to  pursue  the  Photographic  course, 

58th  Service  Squadron*  Sgt,  Luther  S.  Rose  just  returned  from  the  Air 
Corps  Technical  School  at  Chanute  Field,  111,,  where  he  successfully  completed 
the  courses  of  Engine  Mechanic  and  Parachute  Rigger, 

Uew  men  assigned  to  the  58th  last  week  were  Pvts,  Crist,  Wood,  Raley, 

Smith,  Ibison,  Hightower,  Happer,  Matoska,  Jacobs,  Gillis,  McFadden,  Kaddatz  j 
and  Neal,  More  are  on  the  way*  | 

J.E,  Clarkson  gave  up  his  sergeantcy  in  the  Coast  Artillery  branch  of  the 
service  to  enlist  in  the  Air  Corps,  and  is  another  addition  to  the  squadron,  ■ i 
Pvt,  1st  Cl,  S.W,  Baker,  now  on  detached  service  at  Randolph  Field,  is  I 

expected  to  be  transferred  to  that  field. 

Pvt,  Ernest  C.  Beaver  left  for  the  Philippines,  also  Sgt,  Jacob  Mangelson, 
who  was  discharged  for  the  purpose  of  re-enlisting  for  service  in  the  Islands, 

2nd  Lieut,  W,L,.  Lee  was  assigned  to  the  Sq-ioadron  as  Adjutant  and  Supply 
Officer, 

Sgt,  Luther  S.  Whitley  was  discharged  during  the  past  week  and  said-"Put 
me  down  for  three  more  years", 

46th  School  Squadron;  Lieut,  H.L.  Grills,  formerly  of  Ft, Croclcett , arrived 
recently  and  assumed  the  duties  of  Asst,  Engineer  Officer  and  Adjutant  of  the 
Squadron, 

Sgt,  Steve  Nagy,  Mess  Sgt.,  upon  his  discharge,  immediately  left  for  the 
west  coast  to  embark  on  a tour  of  foreign  duty  in  the  Philippines, 

The  Squadron  lost  through  discharge  Sgt.  Riley  H.  May  and  Pvt.  1st  Cl, 

Claude  0.  Bradley. 

Enlisted  men  returning  from  furlough  to  duty  were  Pvts,  Bob  Van  Deventer, 
Frank  Paul,  Roscoe  A,  Dunahoo,  ZhorcWsey,  Sgt,  Webb  and  Cpl,  Lineberger, 

Cpl,  Ranck,  22nd  Obs.Sq,,  attached  to  the  46th  for  duty,  returned  from  an 
extended  cross-country  trip  in  the  East,  He  reported  a very  delightful  trip 
and  is  eager  to  do  it  all  over  again. 

Pvt,  Harrell  returned  from  the  Base  Hospital  at  Ft,  Sam  Houston,  I 

Pvt.  1st  Cl,  Gene  E,  Porter  was  called  to  liis  home  due  to  the  serious  ill- 
ness of  his  father,  ' ' |i 

51st  School  Squadron:  Losses  in  enlisted  personnel  were,  according  to 
general  concensus,  practically  nill.  Pvt.  1st  Cl,  E.R.  Neill,  our  unofficial  ■ 
Droadcaster,  was  honorably  discharged  during  the  week.  As  for  gains,  enlisted-  '| 
four  new  recruits,  Pvts,  Boatright,  Harper,  Stearman  and  0,L,  Smith,  We  don't 
know  about  these  fellows  yet,  but  - 

Sgt.  Gerald  R.  Snyder,  upon  completion  of  his  fui’lough,  will  leave  for  a 
tour  of  duty  in  Hawaii,  I 

Practically  all  the  members  of  this  organization  are  making  the  necessary 
preparations  for  change  of  station  to  Randolph  Field,  This  move  is  anticipated  i, 
during  September.  ,i 

Two  planes,  one  a YPT-9  (Stearman)  and  a YPT-10  (Verville)  were  returned 
to  the  factory  last  week, 

Tech.  Sgt.  J.C.  Dombeck  transferred  to  the  51st  from  the  58th  Service  Sq. 

His  transfer  takes  care  of  replacement  for  Tech,  Sgt,  R.L.  Philapy  who  left  for  ! 
duty  in  Panama. 

11th  School  Group  Hdqrs.;  Recruits  joining  the  organization  recently  were 
Pvts,  James  F,  Holmes,  William  Vierieck,  Edgar  S,  Birlcraan,  Bartow  J.  Morris, 

Henry  H.  Richey  and  Wiley  P.  Talley, 

Staff  Sgt,  Ernesti,  Sgts,  Becker,  Stutts,  Ziegler,  Pvts.  Young  and  Owens 
returned  from  furlough. 

Flying  Cadet  .Detachment;  With  the  last  day  of  flying  last  week  (Thursday) 
came  one  of  the  most  absolutely  unavoidable  tragedies  that  has  come  to  our  at- 
tention in  several  years.  With  the  beginning  of  the  flying  day,  about  6:30  AM,  J 
every  ship  on  the  line  took  off  to  enable  the  students  to  get'  in  a few  hours  of  ■ ( 
some  of  the  best  flying,  we  had  seen  for  several  days.  There  was  a cloud  bank 
in  the  sky,  but  it  was  fairly  high  for  that  time  of  morning,  and  the  day  was  f 

marred  only  by  a little  layer  of  fleece  at  about  400  feet.  However,  at  7:50  ; i, 

there  was  a different  tale  to  be  told.  At  that  time,  clouds  had  closed  in 
the  south  and  east  until  there  was  a scant  200  feet  altitude,  'S'or  anyone  who  i 
had  been  doing  work  that  required  altitude  of  a thousand  feet  or  more  there  was  | 
little  warning  as  to  what  was  happening  a few  hundred  feet  below.  Consequently*  4 
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when  coining  into  the  lower  altitude  preparatory  to  coming  hack  to  the  field, 
there  was  a surprise  tliat  was  anything  hut  pleasant  awaiting  one  at  400  feet. 

On  "B"  stage,  Lieut.  Rogers  was  giving  an  instruction  ride  to  Cadet  Longacre, 

Brom  the  hangar  line,  Ifejor  Hart  and  Capt,  Ch^herlain  had  talcen  off  to  get  in 
some  flying  time.  These  two  ships  met  in  the  air  just  south  and  east  of  Brocks 
Hi eld,  and  there  ensued  one  of  our  most  regrettable  tragedies. 

Both  ships  fell  out  of  control  and  crashed.  The  four  occupants  of  the 
ships  were  all  wiped  out  and  without  a chance  to  protect  themselves.  To  say 
that  the  whole  Bield,  as  ¥/ell  as-  the  whole  Army,  mourned  their  passing  is  put- 
ting it  a hit  mildly.  All  of  these  men  liad  close  friends  in  the  service,  and 
it  is  with  the  deepest  sorrow  and  regret  that  we  note  their  absence, 

Scott  Bield,  Belleville,  111,,  September  3d; 

\Yith  the  completion  of  the  summer  trahning  period,  the  planes  of  the  15th 
Observation  Squaidron  are  slowly  being  returned  to  Scott  Field  and  before  the 
middle  of  September  it  is  expected  the  entire  squadron  will  be  together  again. 

The  three  planes  which  were  on  tow  target  duty  with  the  61st  Anti-aircraft 
Battalion  at  Ft, Sheridan,  returned  on  Aug,  29th.  The  following  day  a plane, 
which  was  partly  wrecked  at  Asheville,  iT.C.,  during  the  middle  of  August,  was 
flown  back  to  the  field  together  with  two  planes  which  carried  the  repair  crew. 

Two  planes  are  now  absent  at  the  annual  gunnery  matches  at  Langley  Field 
but  with  their  ret-orn  the  Squadron’s  complement  of  planes  will  be  complete  ex- 
cept for  one  plane  which  was  completely  washed  out  during  gunner^/  practice  at 
Camp  Skeel,  Mich, 

Young  pigeons  from  the  Scott  Field  loft  were  given  their  first  competition 
on  Aug,  30th  in  a 125-mile  race  conducted  by.  the  St, Louis  Pigeon  Club.  About 
150  birds  were  released  from  Dixon,  Mo,,  and  three  of  the  youngsters  entered 
by  Staff  Sgt,  Bronldiurst , pigeoneer,  finished  in  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth 
places.  An  unavoidable  delay  of  about  tliree  minutes  in  the  stamping  of  the 
bands  after  the  Scott  Field  birds  had  entered  the  trap  dropped  the  standing 
of  the  birds  several  places.  The  average  speed  attained  by  the  Army  pigeons 
was  about  1275  yards  per  minute. 

More  changes-  in  the  officer  personnel  of  Scott  Field  will  result  from 
orders  recently  issued,  Ma j . Herman  W.  Peek  will  report  for  duty  about  the  mid- 
dle of  September,  having  been  relieved  from  duty  at  2nd  Corps  Area  Headquarters, 
Lieut,  Fred  A.  Ingalls  received  orders  for  duty  in  Hawaii-  and  sails  in  December 
while  Lieut,  George  R.  Bienfang  was  ordered  to  taloe  the  next  armament  course  at 
Chanute  Field,  starting  Oct,  1st, 

One  of  the  15th  Squadron  airplanes  was  recently  put  out  of  commission  tem- 
porarily when  2nd  Lieut,  Herman  F.  Woolard,  5th  Photo  Section,  taxied  into  a 
concealed  ditch  at  Fletcher,  H.C,,  Lieut,  Woolard  had  ferried  Maj, -General 
Frank  Parker,  Corps  Area  Commander,  to  that  point  the  previous  day  and  was  pre- 
paring to  return  solo  when  the  mishap  occurred.  One  lower  wing,  the  landing 
gear  and  the  propeller  were  damaged.  The  plane  will  be  stored  at  Fletcher, 
until  the  replacement  parts  arrive  and  v/ill  then  be  flown  to  this  station. 

Play  in  the  baseball  series  for  the  Scott  Field  Championship  was  completed 
except  for  the  final  crucial  game.  At  present  the  9th  Airship  Company  tops  the 
League  v/ith  seven  wins  and  a single  loss,  but  they  must  defeat  the  15th  Observa- 
tion Sq,  in  the  final  game  to. clinch  the  title.  The  Observers  won  six  and  lost 
two  and,  should  they  take  the  final  game,  a tie  will  result  and  make  a playoff 
necessary.  The  Staff  team  will  finish  in  third  place  with  the  24th  Airship  Serv, 
Co,,  in  the  cellar. 

The  first  call  for  football  practice  was  issued  and  a big  squad  is  expected 
to  report  shortly  to  2nd  Lieut,  Allen  W.  Reed,  who  will  coach  the  line.  He  will 
have  plenty  of  assistance  in  the  coaching  work,  for  1st  Lieut,  F.A,  Johnson  and 
2nd  Lieut,  George  N.  Stokes  will  assist  with  the  baclrfield  and  2nd  Lieut.  Thomas 
N,  Charles  will  have  charge  of  the  ends.  Prospects  for  a good  team  are  far  more 
encouro-ging  than  a year  ago,  as  nearly  all  the  1930  players  are  available  and 
severaj  fine  prospects  arrived  at  the  post  since  last  fall, 

Hichols  Field.  P.I.,  Awaw  7 t h : 

2d  Observation  Sq  Lieut.  Everett  S.  Davis,  with  Staff  Sgt.  Roby  C.  Davis, 
made  a flight  from  Zamboanga  to  Nichols  Field  on  July  24th  and  25th,  stopping  at 
^arap  Kiethley,  Malabang  and  Tacloban,  en  route.  Lieut,  Davis  is  on  D.S,,  at  Zam- 
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boanga,  and  charged  -witli  the  diit;/  of  preparing  landing  fields  on  the  Island  of 
Mindanao.  He  reports  that  the  work  is  rapidly  nearing  completion, 

Tfe  have  the  following  officers  a-ssigned  and  attached  with  whom  we  expect 
to  build  an  excellent  flying  organisation;  Assigned;  Capt,  Black,  Commanding 
Officer,  Lieuts,  Greer,  White,  Malone,  Wolfinbarger,  Attached;  Major  Brooks, 
Capts,  Helson,  Gaines,  Lieuts.  Phillips,  Stowell,  McCormick,  Raggins,  Zettel 
and  Colraan,  who  just  arrived  on  the  last  boat, 

4th  Composite  Group  Headquarters;  The  basketball  team  representing  this 
organization  gave  a good  account  of  themselves  dtu’ing  the  inter -squadron  tourna- 
ment, finishing  in  2nd  place.  Three  members  of  the  team  were  selected  for  the  , 
Post  Team,  , 

The  Bowling  team  representing  this  organization  won  the  iitter -squadron 
tournament.  This  is  the  second  cup  won  by  this  organization  this  year  in  bowl- 
ing, the  first  being  the  tournament  in  Puck-pins  during  the  first  few  months  of 
the  year,  Maj.  Brooks  led  the  team  with  high  average,  high  single  and  high 
triple  in  the  Ten-pin  tournament  just  finished.  Pour  men  of  the  latter  team  I 
were  selected  to  play  on  the  Post  team  in  the  Department  Inter -Post  tournament, 
_86th  Service  Squadron;  The  basketball  and  volleyball  teams  representing 
this^  organization,  brought  home  the  bacon  in  the  recently  completed  inter-squad- 
ron tournaments. 

Selfridge  Pield,  Mt, Clemens,  Mich.,  Aug.  25th; 

Selfridge  Field  was  well  represented  at  the  annual  Machine  Gun  and  Bombing 
Matches  held  at  Langley  Field,  7a.,  starting  Aug.  28th.  The  following  officers 
who  shot  the  high  scores  in  their  respective  squadrons  were  the  representatives 
thereof  at  the  Matches;  2nd  Lieuts,  Curtis  E,  LeMay,  27th;  Jesse  Auton,  94th; 
Robert  C.  Merrill  (Reserve)  17th,  and  Monty  J.  Tennes,  Jr, (Reserve)  36’th  Pursuit 
Squadron. 

The  Women's  Aeronautical  Association  of  Detroit  sponsored  a garden  party 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Selfridge  Field  Hospital  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs, 

Bruce  Wark,  17580  Fairway  Drive,  on  Aug.  25th,  Maj,  and  Mrs,  Brett,  and  a large 
number  of  the  offiigers  and  ladies  of  the  post  attended  and  had  an  enjoyable 
afternoon. 

The  Police  Dept,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  held  its  Annual  Field  Day  on _ Saturday,  ^ 
Aug.  15th»  The  94th  Squadron,  1st  Pursuit  Group,  sent  a six-plane  flight  to 
put  on  a demonstration  in  connection  with  the  exercises.  This  Field  Day  is  ' 

quite  an  event.  Members  of  the  police  forces  of  all  of  the  large  cities  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada  being  among  the  contestants. 

Reserve  officers  attending  the  training  camp  hers  completed  their  tours  of 
active  duty  and  returned  to  their  home  stations.  The  airplanes  used  will  soon 
be  ferried  back  home  to  await  the  Reserve  training  of  next  year. 

The  Reserve  officers  attending  camp  at  this  station  presented  the  officers' 
club  with  a beautiful  Grandfather  Clock.  The  clock  keeps  good  time  and  has  very 
pleasant  chimes. 

Majors  Brett  and  Brower  with  37  officer  pilots  of  the  1st  Pursuit  Group  at-  : 
tended  the  Rational  Air  Races  at  Cleveland.  With  an  interesting  schedule  before 
them,  it  is  believed  the  people  attending  the  Air  Races  should  be  very  favorably 
impressed  by  the  flying  the  Army  is  doing.  Two  transports,  carrying  a number  of 
enlisted  mechanics,  were  also  flown  to  the  Races, 

The  machine  gun  firing  and  target  practice  at  Oscoda,  Mich.,  is  nearing  com- 
pletion. Due  to  the  Races  at  Cleveland,  there  was  no  firing  at  Oscoda  during 
that  time,  and  a shortage  of  transports  caiised  great  hardship  among  the  personnel 
at  Oscoda,  They  were  reported  as  haying  no  cereal  and  resorted  to  eating  pine 
needles,  Tlieir  spirits  were  revived  when  a transport  brought  them  ham  and  eggs. 
Following  his  return  from  Montreal,  Capt,  Ross  G.  Hoyt  was  confined  to  his 
quarters  through  illness.  He  was  recently  sent  to  Walter  Reed  Hospital,  The 
boys  hope  the  Captain  will  speedily  recover  and  return  to  Selfridge  at  an  early 
date. 

The  36th  Squadron  furnished  all  airplanes  used  at  Oscoda  for  the  past  two 
weeks.  The  pilots  have  made  good  scores. 

The  airplanes  of  the  36th  Squadron,  with  pilots  from  all  squadrons  who  have 
been  left  home  from  the  Races,  have  been  flying  on  various  short  missions#  such 
as  over  the  Harmsworth  Trophy  Races  hold  in  Detroit,  and  on  occasions  connected 
with  the  opening  of  bridges,  airports,  etc. 

The  57th  Squadron  has  been  working  hard  getting  the  airplanes  used  by  the 
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Reserve  officers  in  readiness  for  their  return  to  their  home  stations.  The  main 
trouble  has  been  with  broken  wings  and  landing  gears.  With  these  repairs  and 
numerous  other  adjustments  whicli  have  been  made,  the  ships  are  now  in  good  condi- 
tion for  their  homeward  flight, 

Tlie  1st  Pursuit  Group  sent  a formation  of  three  airplanes  to  Lowell , Mich, , 
on  Aug.  6th  in  connection  with  a local  celebration  at  that  town.  On  Aug,  8th, 
two  squadrons  of  the  1st  Pursuit  Group,  consisting  of  thirty  Pursuit  planes 
went  to  Akron,  Ohio,  to  put  on  a demonstration  incident  to  the  ceremony  dedicat- 
ing the  new  Navy  dirigible,  the  U.S.S,  '’Arron",  The  formation  landed  at  Akron 
at  11:15  and,  after  having  Iraicneon  as  guests  of  the  Akron  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
one  squadron  led  by  Ma,:.  Brower,  Group  Commander,  put  on  a thirty-minute  tacti- 
cal demonstration  and  then  returned  to  Selfridgo  field.  The  remaining  squadron, 
un.der  the  command  of  1st  Lieut,  Harry  A.  Jormson,  out  on  another  demonstration 
at  4:00  P.M. , returning  immediately  thereafter  to  Selfridge  field, 

Mitchel  field,  L.I,,  Aug,  20th: 

koring  the  time  most  of  the  officers  and  their  ladies  were  enjoying  them- 
selves on  the.  beach  of  Mrs.  h.P,  Davison's  estate,  an  embryo  civilian  pilot  hap- 
pened on  the  scene.  Deciding  that  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  .for  Aviation 
and  all  Array  flyers  in  general  needed  a few  lessons  in  the  gentle  art  of  flit- 
ting through  the  air,  he  cut  his  motor,  pulled  his  flying  boat  into  a vertical 
banlo  at  about  one  hundred  feet  over  the  gaping  onlookers  and  did  a very  pretty 
spin  into  the  water  about  100  yards  off  shore.  Ever  efficient,  the  flight  Sur- 
geon was  in  a speed  boat  and  to  the  wreck  almost  before  it  had  hit  the  briny 
deep.  The  fljung  boat  was  the  only  casualty,  however,  so  the  party  went  gayly 
on. 

The  latest  and  most  trivial  distraiStion  happened  when  a Reserve  officer, 
here  on  two  weeks’  active  duty,  took  off  with  a Regular  to  be  instructed  and 
checked  before  being  allowed  to  solo.  He  had  not  been  in  a ship  for  a year,  but 
was  anxious  to  show  how  little  he  had  forgotten.  After  a chandelle  off  the 
ground  in  an  01 -E,  he  climbed  rapidly  to  the  800  ft,  ceiling  and ’cut  the  gan. 
Turning  around  to  the  instructor  he  queried:  "Which  is  the  best  way  to  snap-roll 
these  crates,  right  or  left?" 

The  work  performed  by  Mitchel  field  pilots  at  Ft.  Tilden,  in  operation 
with  the  Coast  Artillery,  was  so  corairendablc  that  a letter  of  appreciation  was 
forthcoming  from  the  Commanding  Officer  at  ft,  Tilden. ' In  it  he  lauded  the 
pilots  for  their  eificieucy  ana  cheerful  execution  of  their  various  missions, 
a,nd  the  squadron  commanders  concerned  for  their  willingness  to  cooperate. 

Targets  were  towed  for  machine  gun  fire  in  the  morning,  each  ship  carrying 
as  many  as  seven  targets;  smaller  targets  were  towed  for  the  anti-aircraft  bat- 
teries in  the  afternoon;  and  ships  flew  for  the  eca-'chlight  batteries  at  night. 

Lieut,  f.L.  Smith  represented  the  Air  Corps  on  the  ground  at  fteTilden  as 
an  air-ground  liaison  officer  and  ship  director.  According  to  Lieut,  Smith, 
one  of  their  chief  worries  was  keeping  fishing  smacks  out  of  the  range  of  fire. 
Despite  the  efforts  of  the  Coast  Guard,  the;/-  invariably  moved  into  the  line  of 
fire  sometime  during  ihe  day  ard  exposed  themselves  to  falling  cases  and  shrap- 
nel fragments. 

Lieuts,  Williamson,  Haynes,  Carlson,  McLeod,  Matheson,  Covington,  Smith, 
and  Holbrook  were  responsible  for  the  execution  of  most  of  the  missions,  Wil- 
liamson and  Haynes  have  become  such  seasoned  veterans  in  towing  that  they  are 
now  entitled  to  a full  professorship  in  that  tricky  art, 

Capt,  Gay  Gale,  late  of  Skowhegan,  Maine,  took  over  the  officers'  ward  in 
the  hospital  where  he  has  been  undergoing  observation  and  treatment.  The  ex- 
traction of  several  teeth  brightened  his  outlook  on  life,  and  the  developitient 
of  several  mosaics  taken  of  his  anatomy  show  that  he  will  soon  be  fit  again. 

Fairfield,  Ohio.  Air  Depot.  Aug,  12th: 

Tonnage  of  incoming  freight  for  the  month  of  July  amounted  to  3?3.2  tons; 
express,  ,9  ton;  outgoing  - freight,  352,3  tons;  express,  9,5  tons;  incoming 
parcel  post,  640  poiands;  outgoing,  2,477  pounds;  material  received  by  other  means 
116,975  pounds;  shipped,  173,200  pounds;  shipments  received,  784;  shipments  made, 
1,379;  requisitions  received,  200. 

Lieut,  Donald  R,  Goodrich  made  a cross-country  flight  to  Marshall , Mich, 
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Maj,  A.L,  Sneed,  Commanding  Officer,  departed  on  a month's  leave  of  ah- 
sence  in  the  east,  Capt , Harrison  W.Flickinger , who  returned  from  leave  July 
31st,  assumed  temporary  command. 

Officers  departing  from  this  station  to  secure  and  ferry  to  the  Depot' 
planes  for  major  overhaul  werei  Lieut,  Melvin  B.  Asp  to  Maxwell  Field,  Ala., 
a P-12;  Lieut,  Clarence  S,  Irvine  to  Chicago,  111,;  Lieut,  Francis  M.  Zeigler 
to  Ft,  Leavenworth,  Kans, 

Lieut. -Col,  lm,C,  McChord  ferried  to  Little.  Rock,  Ark,  an  02-H  overhauled 
at  this  station.  ' . 

Lieut,  F.M,  Zeigler  and  itr,  Paul  laggart  proceeded  to  Columhia,  S.C,,  fer- 
rying supplies  and  making  necessary  repairs  to  an  airplane  forced  down  at  that 
place. 

Lieuts,  Frank  H.  Clewers,  Stanley  R,  Carpenter  and  Charles  L,  Word,  Air 
Corps  Reserve,  reported  here  Aug,  3d  for  active  duty  training, 

Ihree  Selfridge  Field  officers,  Lieuts,  Van  Auken,  Clements  and  Schott, 
relieved  this  Depot  of  three  P-12's  which  received  major  overhauls, 

Capt,  Edward  Laughlin,  formerly  stationed  here,  was  a vi'sitor  on  Aug, 7th,  ^ 
A number  of  pilots  stopped  at  this  station  Aug*  8th,  while  on  cross-coun- 
try en  route  to  Akron,  Ohio,  for  the  christening  exercises  of  the  "Akron”,  the 
large  Havy  dirigible, 

A number  of  Supply  Officers  and  Chief  Clerks  from  other  depots,  in  confer- 
ence at  Wright  Field  during  .the  week  of  Aug.  3d,  visited  this  station  to  in- 
spect the  supply  system. 

Several  Reserve  officers  on  active  duty  at  Candler  Field,  &a, , among  whom 
was  ?filliam  L,  Strlbling,  noted  heavy-weight  boxer,  visited  this  station 
recently. 

Rockwell  Air  Depot , Rockwell  Fields  Calif, , Aug,  4th; 

Brig, -General  B.D,  Foulois,  Asst.  Chief. of  the  Air  Corps,  solo,  and  Major 
W.G.  Zilner,  with  passenger,  in  two  BT-2B  planes  arrived  here  to  confer  with 
the  Commanding  Officer  on  Air' Corps  matters.  General  Foulois  was  tendered  an 
Aerial  Review  by  the  7t'h  Bombardment  Group,  He  and  Maj.  Kilner  inspected  the 
activities  of  the  Roclcwell  Air  Depot,  and  were  the  house  gijests  of  Lieut, -Col, 
and  Mrs,  B,K,  Yount,,  They  departed  July  31st,  en  route  to  Kelly  Field, 

Brig.-Cren.  Charles  H,  Danforth,  Commanding  General  of  the  Air  Corps  Train- 
ing Center,  accompanied  by  Lieut.  H,W,  Douglas,  arrived  on  Aug,  3d,  for  purpose 
of  discussing  Air  Corps  matters. 

Col,  G.I.  Jones,  Medical  Corps,  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  ac- 
companied by  CaPt,  H.M,  McClelland,  arrived  July  25th  to  confer  with  the  Com- 
manding Officer  and  Post  Surgeon,  Col,  Jones  was  the  house  guest  of  Major  and 
Mrs,  W,S,  Woolford  during  his  stay, 

Lieut,  l/T.H,  Amis  of  the  Materiel  Division- arrived  at  the  Depot  on  July  19th 
for  purpose  of  conferring  with  the  Commanding  Officer  regarding  the  maintenance 
of  Air  Corps  equipment  and  s.i.ppxies  at  this  Depot, 

Reporting  at  the  Rocfcvell  Air  Depot  for  two  weeks’  active  duty  were  2nd 
Lieuts,  Linwood  L,  Clark,  Donald  C.  Spencer,  Herman  H.  Adams  and  Edwin  W,  Bar- 
bee, Air  Res, 

Capt,  C.P,  Kane,'  Depot  Supply' Officer,  accompanied  by  Principal  Clerk  C.W. 
Knight  attended  the  conference  at ' the  Materiel  Division  of  Depot  Supply  Officers 
and  civilian  'clerks  regarding  the  procedure  for  consolidation  of  the  Station  and 
Depot  Supply  Departments. 

Lieut, ^Ray  H.  Clark,  Test  Pilot  of  the  Depot  and  Assistant  Engineering  Of- 
ficer, was  ordered  tc  I&nicipal  Airport,  Long  Beach,  Calif,,  on  temporary  duty 
as  Instructor  of  the  Organized  Reserve  Camp, 

Daring  July  major  overhauls  v/ere  completed  on  21  airplanes  and  40  engines. 
Fourteen  planes  and  57  engines  were  received  during  the  month  at  the  Depot  for 
overhaul.  In  process  of  overhaul  at  end  of  month  were  25  airplanes  and  24 
engines. 

A total  of  7,365  man  hours  were  expended  in  the  Engineering  Shops  of  the 
Rock\Yell  Air  Depot  for'  the  manufacture-  and  repair  of  Air  Corps  equipment  other 
than  airplanes  and  engines,  , 

The  Depot  Supply  activities  consisted  of  the  follov/ing  during  the  month 
of  July: 
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Incoming  freight  and  express 
Outgoing  " " ” 

Incoming  parcel  post 
Outgoing  " " 

'Amount  of  material  shipped  hy .plane 
&lipment  received 
Shipments  made 

N-umher  of  requisitions ' received  during  month 


592,752  Ihs. 
407,090  " 

396  " 

466  " 

206  " 
338 
330 
■34 


’ 40th  Division  Aviation,  Los  Angeles , Calif. , Aug, 12th; 


This  unit  returned  to  its  home  station  Aug.  2d,  completing  two  weeks  ac- 
tive duty  with  the  Division,  at  Camp  San  Lais  Ohispo,  Calif,  18  officers  and 
80  enlisted  men  with  9 planes  were  on  duty  through  this  15-day  period,  during 
which  385  aircraft  hours  were  flown,  with  57  ohserver  hours.  Flying  equipment 
used  comprised  5 Douglas  8-33* s,  1 Douglas  0-2H,  1 Douglas  BT-1  and  2 Consol- 
idated 0-17 »s. 

Many  interesting  missions  were  parried  out  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
other  branches,  in  addition  to  a heavy  schedale  of  squadron  training.  The  var- 
ious sections  functioned  well,  particularly  Engineering  and  Communications, 

The  enlisted  personnel  carried  on  in  an  efficient  manner. 

The  entire  official  personnel  of  this  squadron  while  at  Gamp  was  enter- 
tained over  night  on  July  29th  by  the  Hancock  School  of  Aviation  at  Santa  Maria, 
Calif,  Through  Maj.  Boss  McBride,  Executive  Officer,  the  School  extended  the 
hospitality  of  quarters  and  meals  to  some  15  officers  who  were  interested  spec- 
tators of  the  advanced  methods  of  instruction,  administration  and  discipline  of 
this  unique  aviation  school.  The  squadron  flew  dorm  in  3 flights,  demonstrated 
modern  aerial  bombing  methods  on  the  Hancock  Field,  and  after  dark  flew  a night 
formation  for  the  residents  of  Santa  Maria. 

Col,  Isaac  H.  Jones,  Med, -Res.,  was  the  guest  of  the  squadron  at  Camp, 

July  29th,  Col,  Jones  was  one  of  the  first  Flight  Surgeons,  Aviation  Section 
Signal  Corps,  and  was  in  charge  of  the  development  and  training  in  Aviation 
Medicine  during  1917.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  he  represented  Aviation  Medicine 
for  the  Army  at  the  Peace  Conference  at  Paris,  and  at  present  is  Flight  Surgeon 
in  Los  Angeles  for  the  Aeronautics  Branch,  Department  of  Conmierce, 

Daring  Governor's  Day  at  camp,  this  unit  partlcipa.ted  in  'the  demonstration 
of  field  action  by  the  Infantry  and  engineers.  The  aviation  flew  contact,  lia- 
ison and  command  missions,  also  an  attack  formation  and  observation  via  radio 
communication  with  the  ground.  Aerial  photos  of  the  action  were  taken,  devel- 
oped, printed  and  delivered  to  the  Governor  in  a short  time.  After  the  demon- 
stration, 3 formations  flew  in  reriev/  before  the  Governor's  stand. 

Congratulations  are  extended  to  1st  Lieut.  John  V.  Vfellen  upon  his  promo- 
tion to  that  grade,  effective  July  12th, 

Lieuts,  Ha.rry  Claiborne  and  Frank  Miller  are  on  one  week's  extended  duty 
on  tow-ta,rget  and  spotting  work  with  the  Coast  Artillery  at  Ft,  McArthur, 

San  Pedro,  Calif, 


Langley  Field,  Va. . Aum.  24th; 

49th  Bombardment  SQuaduon;  Three  recent  graduates  from  the  Advanced  Fly- 
ing School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  reported  to  this  Squadron  for  duty,  viz:  2nd 
Lieuts.  William  D.  Harrison,  Cecil  C,  Foxworth  and  Richard  C,  Hughes, 

20th  Bombardment  Squadron:  This  squadron  welcomes  four  new  officers  from 
the  July  class  of  Kelly  Field,  Graeme  S.  Bond,  Robert  V.  Dunn,  Troy  7.  Crawford 
and  John  E,  Biggorstaff,  Lieut,  William  3.  Offutt,  a graduate  of  the  Mainte- 
nance and  Engineering  Course,  Chanute  Field  also  reported.  Glad  to  see  you 
men.  Happy  Landings  I 

The  Squadron  completed  record  bombing  except  for  the  Panama  skiiopers, 
Lieuts,  Delma  T.  Spivey  and  Joseph  J.  Ladd.  We  are  now  concenbrating  on  aerial 
gunnery.  The  new  officers  are  being  checked  on  the  bombers.  With  three  teams 
practicing  for  the  Mount  Shasta  bombing  the  operations  office  was  rather  busy, 
but  with  everybody  he.ppy, 

.96th  Bombardment  Squadron:  14  Reserve  officers  reported  to  the  96th  Squad- 
ron for  two  weeks'  training.  The  training  schedule  r/ent  off  very  smoothly. 
Everyone  checked  out  on  PT-l's,  PT-3's  and  service  ships  with  no  accidents.  The 
only  comment  to  make  was  the  lack  of  service  typo  ships  for  their  training, 
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Three  were  available  the  last  v/eck. 

After  a week's  interval,  during  which  the  Squadron  participated  in  record 
bombing,  the  second  group  of  Reserve  officers  reported  for  two  weeks’  training. 
Operations  were  conducted  without  accident  or  damage  to  planes.  The  same  crit- 
icism is  due  here,  in  that  there  was  a lack  of  service  type  airplanes  for  their 
use.  One  A-3  during  the  last  week  was  all  that  could  be  obtained.  This  should  j 
be  remedied  in  the  future,  for  the  continual  flying  of  PT's  is  not  conducive  to  j 
a well-rounded  training  program,  li 

19th  Airship  Company;  During  July,  the  principal  operations  of  the  Company  1; 
were  confined  to  the  Aerial  Survey  of  Washington,  D.C.,  made  by  Captain  A,W, 
Stevens,  The  TC-11  - 271  made  flights  totaling  56  hours  and  30  minutes  and,  | 

with  one  flight  in  August,  it  is  believed  that  the  city  was  sufficiently  photo- 
graphed to  consider  this  project  ended.  This  ship  is  a standard  TC  envelope  j 

with  experimental  enclosed  car  of  steel  and  fabric,  which  makes  it  admirably 
suited  to  missions  of  this  type. 

The  drawings  and  some  of  the  parts  have  arrived  for  the  reconditioning  and 
recommissioning  of  the  TE-2,  and  it  is  hoped  we  will  have  another  ship  in  oper- 
ation in  a short  time,  Tlie  new  power  installation  will  consist  of  a pair  of  ; 
Lambert  5-cylinder  air-cooled  engines,  replacing  the  two  L-4  engines  formerly 
used  on  this  type  ship.  Certain  changes  to  the  car  and  outrigger,  together  with 
additional  nose-strengthening,  will  be  necessary  before  the  ship  is  again  placed 
in  service.  With  the  arrival  of  the  remaining  parts,  the  erection  of  the  ship 
should  require  but  a short  time. 

On  Aug,  11th  the  TC-11  started  out  on  a Photographic  Mission  in  conjunction 
with  the  bombing  of  the  "Mount  Shasta".  Taking  off  at  8:35  A,M, ,the  ship  first 
sighted  the  "Shasta"  at  10:05  dead  on,  arriving  over  it  at  10:30.  The  TC  re- 
turned to  the  field  at  2:45  PM.  after  a flight  of  6 hours  and  10  minutes. 

On  Aug.  14th  the  TC-11  again  took  off  for  the  "Mount  Shasta"  on  the  same 
type  mission.  After  leaving  the  coast,  it  became  necessary  to  change  the 
course  of  the  ship  on  three  occasions  to  avoid  squalls.  On  this  flight  the 
"Shasta"  was  picked  up  at  11:15  AM.  directly  on  the  course  of  the  airship.  The 
flight  terminated  at  3:00  P.M,  after  6 hours  and  15  minutes. 

The  navigation  'on  both  flights  was  accomplished  without  the  use  of  smuke  ^ 

candles  and  v/ithout  positive  knov/ledge  of  the  wind  direction,  after  changing  | 

course,  except  that  gained  through  a sti\dy  of  surface  indications  on  the  sea,  I 

The  lay  brethren  consider  the  flight  of  Aug,  14th  an  unusually  fine  bit  of  j 

navigation.  I 

Welli-  The  19th  had  a baseball  team,  this  summer.  Of  coui-se,  at  times 
things  looked  pretty  gloomy  for  the  spectators,  but  at  the  play-off  for  the  ; 

title  the  19th  was  present  and  participating,  dsfcating  the  49th  Bombardment 
Squadron  team  for  the  Inter -Squadron  Cup,  -Then,  having  gotten  undor  way,  the 
Company  put  a boxing  team  ipto  the  ring  and  carried  away  the  boxing  trophy. 

Hext,  just  to  show  the  world  that  it  wasn't  just  plain  luck,  the  track  team  , 

stepped  out  and  annexed  the  Track  and  Pield  cup  by  a comfortable  margin,  ! 

And  now  that  the  season  of  snows,  sneezes  and  sniffles  is  closing  in  on  ; 

us,  our  thoughts  again  turn  to  football.  Last  season  several  members  of  the  : 

organization  earned  places  on  the  first  string  and,  unless  they  are  string- 
haAted,  ham-strung,  muscle-bound  or  otherwise  incapacitated,  they  will  be  there 
again  this  season.  And,  if  a prophecy  is  in  order,  the  3d  Corps  flag  will  still  T 
be  at  Langley  after  another  season  has  gone,  A beautiful  background  for  the  L 

President's  Cup.  „ , 

Maj.  Prancis  T.  Armstrong,  P.A. , and  Capt,  Robert  V. 'Ignico,  A.C.,  both  | 

departed  from  Langley  Field  for  Washington,  D.G.,  where  they  will  be  entered  ‘ j 

as  students  in  Army  Industrial  College  for  the  1931-32  Course, 

Capt,  Theodore  J,  Koenig  and  Ist  Lieut,  James  E,  Adams  were  transferred 
to  Maxwell  Field  v/hsre  they  vdll  pui-sue  the  1931-32  coiurse  in  the  Air  Corps  i' 

Tactical  School,  Our  best  wishes  accompany  these  officers,  ! 


18th  Composite  Wing,  Ft.  Shafter,  T.H.  , Aug.  . 13_tli : 


The  Annual  Gunnery  and  Bombing  practice  of  all  units  was  started  at  Waira- 
analo  on  July  15th.  Each  unit,  of  which  the  50th  Observation  Squadron  was  the 
first  designated  for  training,  remain  in  summer  camp  for  a period  of  tv/o  weeks. 
Other  units,  which  follow  the  50th  at  intervals  of  two  weeks  each,  are  the  4th 


Permanent  quarters,  follov;ing  Hawaiian  architectural  lines,  were  huilt 
under  the  direction  of  Lieut.  P.H.  Robey,  Luke  Field,  The  buildings  include  a 
mess  hall  and  kitchen,  recreation  room,  shower  rooms  and  latrines,  and  officers' 
quarters  accommodating  sixteen  (16)  persons « The  tents,  housing  the  enlisted 
personnel  have  wooden  frames  and  floors*  Lieut,  Robey  and  his  men  did  a good 
job,  and  the  camp  is  considered  a model  as  far  as  living  accommodations  go. 

Arrangements  are  under  way  to  organize  the  annual  football  teams  within 
the  Wing.  If  satisfactory  arrangements  can  be  made,  ITheeler  and  Luke  Fields 
will  line  up  with  the  several  branches  in  the  department  when  the  season  begins. 

Members  of  the  Territorial  Aeronautical  Commission  recently  flew  over  Kal- 
aupapa  in  two  Army  airplanes  to  study,  from  the  air,  proposed  landing  fields 
which  maj''  be  developed  for  the  use  of  the  board  of  hospitals  and  settlement. 

The  flight  was  made  in  the  two  Army  Sikorsky  transport  planes.  The  planes  flew 
low  over  the  recreation  field  at  the  settlement  and  the  area  near  the  lighthouse 
to  determine  which  offered  better  landing  facilities  from  the  standpoint  of  wind 
conditions  and  adjoining  terrain,  A landing  was  made  at  Hoolehua,  v/here  the 
commission  planned  minor  improvements,  such  as  the  clearing  of  brush  near  the 
runway,  and  the  building  of  a macadam  loading  strip.  Members  of  the  commission, 
who  made  the  trip,  were  Messrs,  Cyril  Damon,  George  Brown,  H,E,  Wooldridge  and 
E.L,  Peacock, 

Luke  Field.  T.H.; 

Flying  training  for  the  month  consisted  of  aerial  gunnery,  bombing,  cross- 
country, formation  and  night  flying,  communications  radio,  aerial  navigation, 
tactical  exercises  and  cooperations  with  other  branches  of  the  service, 

A flight  of  9 Bombers  and  12  0-19 's  was  sent  to  Wheeler  Field  July  18th 
to  participate  in  an  inspection  of  aircraft  and  personnel  and  a Wing  Review 
conducted  by  the  Commanding  Officer,  18th  Composite  Wing. 

Air  Corps  Reserve  officers  recently  arriving  at  this  station  were  2nd 
Lieuts.  Donald  S.  Meade,  Otis  A.  Miller,  Claude  B.  Horthrup  and  Wm,M.  Pryce,Jr, 

Two  of  our  0-19 's  participated  in  tactical  exercises  conducted  by  the  35th 
Infantry  July  22nd,  Lieuts.  Ofsthun,  pilot,  and  Titus,  observer,  were  flying 
the  enemy  (Red)  forces  plane,  and  Lieuts.  Peterson,  pilot, said  Choate,  observer, 
were  their  opponents.  Both  planes  very  satisfactorily  performed  the  problems 
assi^ed. 

The  4th  Observation  Squadron  recently  celebrated  a belated  Organization 
Day  at  Hanalnili  Beach.  Baseball  games,  swimming  and  horse-shoe  pitching  were 
the  events  of  the  day,  and  a most  appetizing  lunch  was  served.  Everyone  en- 
joyed a most  delightful  day. 

Lieut,  Rawlings  with  Mr.  W.  Robert  Moore,  Staff  Representative  of  the  Ra- 
tional Geographic  Magazine,  flew  about  the  Island  to  obtain  color  views.  Des- 
pite the  fact  that  Mr,  Moore's  camera  was  not  made  for  aerial  work,  some  ex- 
cellent shots  were  taken, 

Capt.  and  Mrs,  James  F.  Powell,  of  Lulce  Field,  escaped  serious  injury  re- 
cently when  their  small  fishing  boat  was  overturned  by  a heavy  sea  outside  the 
reef  at  Ft.  Weaver,  near  the  channel  entrance  to  roral  Harbor,  Clinging  to  the 
craft,  they  r/orked  their  way  ashore  at  Ft,  Weaver.  Mrs.  Powell  suffered  a few 
bruises,  but  nei  her  was  seriously  injured,  Lieut,  D.D.  FitzGerald  brought  them 
back  to  Ford  Island,  t.owing  their  wrecked  craft, 

Lieut,  and  Mrs,  Harold  George  and  Lieut,  John  A.  Laird,  Jr,,  sailed  for  the 
mainland  July  25th,  Lieut.  George  was  assigned  to  Maxwell  Field,  Ala,,  and 
Lieut,  Laird  to  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center.  Everyone  was  sorry  to  see  them 
leave  the  Department , and  an  "Aloha"  flight  was  flown  by  pilots  from  Luke  and 
\Iheeler  Fields. 

Steps  were  talcen  by  Wing  Hdqrs,  to  have  transferred  to  War  Department  con- 
trol a strip  of  territorial  land,  adjoining  the  Molokai  Airport,  to  be  utilized 
as  a site  for  underground  gas  and  oil  storage,  radio  installation  and  shelter, 
in  accordance  with  the  progressive  program  of  establishing  operating  bases  on 
each  island  of  the  Hav/aiian  Group, 

The  death  by  drowning  of  Pvt.  1st  Cl.  Richard  W.  Shutts  was  a shock  td  the 
23d  Bomb.  Sq,  He  was  serving  as  life  guard  to  the  children  of  Lieut.  Tferren, 
Squadron  Commander,  at  the  Officers'  Club  swimming  area,  when  he  became  a victim 
of  the  tragedy.  Ro  definite  information  as  to  the  exact  details  could  be  ob- 
tained, as  the  children  are  quite  young,  Ro  other  persons  were  near  the  scene, 
as  all  were  watching  the  diving  exhibition  given  by  the  Olympic  divers  who  were 
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in  Honolnlu  for  the' Hh-tional  Cliaiiip  ion  ship  events  and  who  were  girests  of  Lulce  i 
Field' at  the  time,  ' ' ' 

The  24d  Bomb.  Sq.  volleyball  t earn,' champions  of  last  year,  is  getting  away  ij 
to  another  fast  start  this  year.  The  five  practice  games  with  teams  of  the 
Inter -Squadron  Leagae  were  v.cn  by  a large  margin. 

ITheeler  Field.  T.H. : ' 

Boring  July,  the  18th  Pursuit  Group  participated  in  two  Wing  Maneuvers, 

The  first,  on  July  10th,  consisted  of  a combined  V/ing  attack  on  an  '’ammunition 
dump",  on  the  beach  betw'een  Makapu  Head  and  Koko  Crater,  This  Group  furnished 
special  support  to  the  5th  Composite  Group  from  Luke  Field  during  the  entire 
mission.  In  the- Second  Maneuver,  a Wing  attack  on  an  "enemy  supply  dump",  near 
the  Waimanalo  plantation,  the  nit  ire  16th  Composite  Wing  participated.  This 
Group  furnished  special  support  to  the  5th  Composite  Group  with  21  Pursuit  and 
9 Attack  planes. 

The  18th  Composite  Wing  held  its  first  Wing  inspection  and  review  at  this 
field  on  July  17th,  52  planes  from  Wlieeler  and  Luke  Fields  being  lined  up  for 
inspection.  Following  the  inspection  by  Lieut. dCol,  Gerald  C.  Brant,  the  en- 
tire Yi/'ing  took  off  and  passed  in  review  before  him. 

Of  the  new  arrivals  aboard  the  Transport  "Cambrai"  2nd  Lieuts,  Frank  Cole- 
man, from  Selfridge  Field;  Lacy  Gee,  Frank  J.  Havelick,  Jr,,  Carl  Swyter  and 
Jack  M.  Malone,  Reserve,  from  Kelly  Field,  were  assi^ed  to  the  6th  Pursuit  Sq. 
2nd  Lieuts,  Herbert  C,-  Chambers,  Thomas  Searcy  and  Charles  A.  Miller,  Res,-,  were 
as.signed  to  the  19th  Pursuit  Squadron;  and  1st  Lieut,  Leonard  H.  Rodieck  from 
Brooks  F-ield,  and  2nd  Lieuts.  H.B,  David,  J.E.  Huhn  and  YL  Rotherhan:!  (Res.)  were 
assigned  to  the  26th  Attack  Squadron,  : . 

The  arrival  of  these  officers  was  celebrated  in  true  Hawaiian  style  by  a 
luau  on  the  beach  near  Koko  Head,  The  festivities  included  much  music,  hula 
dancers  and  wliat  not.  A beautiful  Hawaiian  moon  sho'x-Tn  down  upon  the  assemblage 
and.  joy  was  unconfined,  '■  ' ' ’ ^ 

Tlie  6th  Pursuit  Squadron  now  has  ten  P-12C's  and  2 PW-9C’s  and  has  been  con* 
ducting  low  altitude  bombing  •' nc.  firing  on  sleeve  targets.  On  July  31st,  the 
Squadron  participated^  in  a iving  Maneuver,  utilizing  9 P-12C’s  and  2 P-12B’s,  and 
furnishing  the  necessary  pilots  acting  as  a Reserve  flight*. 

The  19th  Pursuit  Squadron  participating  in  a Wing  rendezvous,  July  10th, 

The  total  time  expended  in  this  mission  was  16  hours,  10  minutes,  with  12 
flights.  All  missions  were  successful, 

Mr.Sgt.  Paul  W.  Parker  from  Brooks  Field  and  Staff  Sgt.  'Saltzgever  from 
Mitchel  Field,  were  assigned  to  the  26th  Attack  Squadron,  This  is  Sgt,  Parker's 
second  tour  of  duty  in  this  Department, 

The  officers  of  the  26th  cor'-''’ eted  their  low  altitude  bombing  tests  prior 
to  going  in  the  field  at  Waimanalo  for  record.  This  Squadron  flew  several  tar- 
get missions  during  July  in  cooperation  with  Artillery  and  Infantry  during  anti- 
aircraft training. ' 

Two  A3B  planes  were  equipped  with  new  type  smoke,  screen  apparatus  which 
functions  very  satisfactorily.  Several  successful  curtains  were  laid  down  by 
tne  26tn  to  scfeen  movements  of  Infantry  and  Artillery  engaged,  in  Division 
Maneuvers.  ■ ‘ 

Daring  July,  the  following  flights  were  made:  2nd  Lieut.  John  C.  Crain, 

Res,,  piloted  the  Sikorslscj-’-  to  Wailuku,  Maui, 

During  July  flights  in  the  Sikorslcy  plane  were  made  to  Wailuku,  Island  of  ■ 
Maui;  and  to  the  John  Rodgers  Airpbrt  by  Lieut,  John  C.  Crain<An  aerial  recon- 
naissance mission  around  the  Island  of  Oahu  was  made  by  1st  Lieut,  Joe  L,  Lcutz- 
enheiser . 

Lieut,  Harold  H,  Bassett,  75th  Service  Sq, , won  the  .Mason  Cup  for  low  score 
in  the  qualifying  round  of  the  Hall  Trophy  Golf ' Tournament  at  Schofield  Barracks 
and  In  the  finals  of  the  Tournament  defeated  Capt,.  Wakeman,  M.C.,  six  to  five, 
to  gain  possession  of  the  Trophy  for  one  year, 

Hawaiian  Air  Depot: 

The  Supply  Section  was  successfully  moved  from  down  town  Honolulu  to  Luke 
Field  and  consolidated  with  the  Engineering  Department,  This  necessitated  a 
copplete  reorganization  and  expansion  of  'the  Air  Depot  and  has  made  for  better  ' 
efficiency  in  the  time  necessary  for  the  Engineering  Department  to  draw  its 
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supplies.  Supplies  moved  ty  trtLck  and  carried  "by  barge  to  Lmre  I’ield  in  a per- 
iod of  six  weeks  amounted  to  350  tons. 

The  Engine  Repair  Section  overhauled  eleven  engines,  from  June  26th  to 
July  31st.  From  June  25th  to  July  25th,  the  Final  Assemhly  repaired  and  assem- 
bled the  following  planes:  Major  overhaol  - 1 0-19B,  2 P-123;  minor  repair  - 
2 0-190,  1 C-6A,  1 P-12B,  1 A-33;  major  assemblies,  5 B-5A.  From  Aug,  1st, 1930 
to  June  30,  1931,  the  Eiigine  Repair  Section  overhauled  a total  of  136  engines. 
During  the  Fiscal  Year  1931,  the  Aero  Repair  Departm.ent  completed  approx- 
imately ?00  work  orders,  from  the  ordinary  routine  shop  v;crk  to  manufacturing 
special  machinery  and  Instrinnents,  The  most  noteworthy  accomplishments  were 
the  building  of  a paint  mixing  machine  for  the  paint  shop  and  an  instiument 
testing  machine  and  bake  oven  for  the  Engine  Repair,  Construction  work  includ- 
ed the  new  cleaning  department  for  the  Engine  Repair  Section,  vrhich  is  all-steel 
and  concrete  construction,  A boiler  room  was  also  built  and  two  boilers  put  in 
operation.  One  large  boiler  is  for  general  use  and  a smaller  one  for  emergency 
use. 

At  present  most  of  the  machine  shop  personnel  are  busy  complying  with  the 
provisions  of  the  new  technical  changes  on  the  B-5A's.  This  work  is  progressing 
very  favorably. 

The  Drafting  Section  has  been  busy  the  past  month  making  copies  of  all 
technical  change  drawings  and  printing  same.  The  Engineer  Officers  at  Lulce 
Field  and  Wheeler  Field  are  supplies  with  copies  of  these  drawings. 

The  drawing  of  plans,  preparing  specifications  of  materials,  and  requisi- 
tioning same  for  use  in  the  construction  of  new  Headquarters  and  Depot  Supply 
Offices,  has  been  assigned  to,  and  accomplished  very  satisfactorily  by  this 
department.  Through  the  arduous  labors  and  persistent  endeavors  of  the  blue 
print  file  clerk,  order  was  brought  out  of  whiat  seemed  a hopeless  chaos  in  the 
filing  of  blue  prints. 


lai'TCtLey  field  football  SGHSDDDE 

1931 

Date  ■ r.  Opponents  . . Playing  Field 


September  19th 

William  and  Mary  College 

Williamsburg,  Va, 

( Saturday) 

(Williamsburg,  Va, 

September  26th 

Campbell  College 

Langley 

Field 

( Saturday) 

(Buie's  Creek,  N.C.) 

October  4th 

U.S.  Coast  Guard 

Langley 

Field 

( Sunday) 

(New  London,  Conn.) 

October  11th 

Quant ico  Marines 

Langley 

Field 

( Sunday ) 

(Qpantico,  Va.) 

October  17th 

Gallaudet  College 

Langley 

Field 

( Saturday) 

( Washingt  on , D . C . ) 

October  24th 

Atlantic  University 

Langley 

Field 

( Saturday) 

(Virginia  Beach,  Va.) 

October  31st 

Appalachian  Stake  Teachers  College 

Langley 

Field 

( Saturday) 

(Boone,  N.C.) 

November  7th 

Potomac  State  College 

Langley 

Field 

( Saturday) 

(Keyser,  W.  Va.) 

November  14th 

Guilford  College 

Langley 

Field 

( Saturday) 

(Guilford,  N.C.) 

November  21st 

Apprentice  School 

Langley 

Field 

( Saturday) 

(Newport  News,  Va.) 

November  28th 

High  Point  College 

Langley 

Field 

( Saturday) 

(Hi^i  Point,  N.C.) 

December  5th 

Vifinner  Southern  District 

Northern  District 

( Saturday) 

vs 

Winner  Northern  District 
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ttoitions  Building 
Washington,  D.C. 

The  chief  pur-pose  of  this  -p-hbii action  is  to  clistrihute  informa,tion  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Ai’isy,  Reserve  Corps,  National 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  a.viation. 

oOo 


R.\2TD0LPH  RIELD 


TO- 


As  if  the  Genii  of  the  mythical  days  of  the  Caliphs  of  the  ancient  City  of 
Baghdad  has  perfonned  one  of  his  miracles.,  a "oeautiful  little  city  has  spiung  up 
in  a comparatively  orief  space  of  time  on  a stretch  of  level  prairie  country  on 
which  n(^_>sp-long  ago  Texas  famiprs  labored,  esirnestly  with  sundry  agricultural 

( in  order  to  gain  a livelihood  from  cotton 

|iii7D?>in_i / corn  crops.  These  particu- 

lar farm  lands  are  no 
more.  An  entirely 
different  class  of 
laboring  men  had  been 
working  on  this  soil 
for  the  past  two 
years,  using  such 
tools  or  implements 
as  steam  shovels, 
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cranes,  concrete  mixers,  steam  rollers,  etc.,  with  the  result  that  the  fiuits  of  ' 
their  efforts  constitute  wliat  will  hereafter  he  known  as  the  Mecca  of  Army- 
flyers.  • , 

A tall  beautiful  structure,  in  Spanish  mission  style  of  architecture,  serv- 
ing  as  -uhe  Administration  Building;  modem  airplane  hangars;  large,  roomy  and  up-  , 
to-date  barracks  for  Blaring  Cadets  and  enlisted  men,  mess  halls,  madiine  shops, 
repair  shops,  and  other  technical  bnildings;  -paved  roads  and  wallcs,  and  an  ex- 
pansive smooth  and  level  flying  field  greet  the  eye  as  one  leaves  San  Antonio, 

Texas,  and  rides  for  about  half  an  hour  on  the  road  tov/ards  Seguin. 

Tills  ne-w  city  is  devoted  to  a s leciai  purpose  - the  training  of  young  Ameri-  ] 
can  manhood  in  the  art  and  science  of  military  aviation.  Khovrn  far  and  f7ide  by  j 

such  names  as  "0?he  Pl.y-ing  City,"  the  "lest  Point  of  the  Air"  or  the  "Army  Aero- 
nautical Academy,"  its  proper  naiae  is  Sandolph  Pield.  It  is  the  site  of  the  Air 
Corps  Training  Center  and  the  hOiie  of  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Plying  School. 

Situated  at  Eandol-ph  Pield  is  also  the  School  of  Aviation  Medicine,  or 
"Plight  Surgeons’  School,"  as  it  is  sometimes  Imown. 

The  proiperty  occupied  by  Eandolph  Pield  is  about  2300  acres  in  extent.  It 
was  acquired  by  the  citizens  of  San  Antonio  and  donated  to  the  har  I)e-)artment  i' 

when  the  site  of  a ne-w  field  ■.’as  being  investigated.  TLie  field  was  named  in  j 

memory  of  Captain  TMlllam  M.  Randolph,  Air  Corps,  U.S.  Army,  a native  Texan,  who, 
while  Adjutant  of  Kelly  Pield,  was  killed  in  an  airplane  crash  at  Gorman,  Texas, 
on  Pebraeny  17,  1928. 

November  2,  1931,  marks  the  beginning  of  flying  training  at  this  School, 
when  the  first  class  of  200  students  begin  their  ground  school  studies  and  flying  : 
-practice  there,  primary  flying  training  was  '•)r0viously  carried,  on  at  Brooks  ! 

Pield,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  llarcn.  Pield,  Riverside,  Calif.,  but  the  school  ■ 
organization  and  equipment  at  these  two  schools  was  moved  to  the  one  larger,  cen-  'j 
tral  establishment.  Brooks  Pield  is  no?7  occupied  by  the  12th  Observation  Group  ;; 
and  March  Pield  by  the  17th  Pursuit  Crrotip.  Advanced  Plying  training  is  still 
carried  on  at  Kelly  Pield,  on  the  other  side  of  San  Antonio  from  Randolph  Pield. 

The  head  of  the  Array’s  flying  training  s^z-stem  is  Brigadier- General  Charles 
H.  Danforth,  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  who  will  make  his  headquarters  at 
Randol-ph  and  from  there  direct  t?ae  training  policies  of  the  Air  Corps.  OIhe  Com- 
manding Officer  ox  Randolph  Pield  is  Major  Frederick  L.  Martin,  who  previously  j| 

commanded  Kelly  Pield,  The  Constructing  Qiarterma-ster  vzho  was  res  -jonsihle  for  | 

building  operations  at  the  new  "city"  is  Captain  Arthur  W.  Parker,  Qjiartermaster  j 
Corps.  Major  isenjamin  B.  Wa.rriner,  Medical  Conqs,  is  Cominandant  of  the  School  > 
of  Aviation  Medicine. 

While  the  total  area  of  the  post  is  almost  four  srunre  miles,  onlj’-  one-fourth | 
of  this  space  is  occupied  by  buildings.  The  building  area  of  600  acres  is  in  the  ) 
center  of  this  reservation,  while  aromid  it  on  four  sides  is  the  landing  ’field  I 
area.  Two  opposite  sides  can  a.lways  be  used  for  flying  training  at  the  sam.e  time,  ' 
according  to  the  direction  of  the  wind.  Across  one  side  only  is  the  entrance  road!: 
to  the  -post. 

Another  innovation  in  flying  fields  is  the  absence  of  obstm.cting  towers, 
masts  and  the  like,  which  not  only  form  an  actual  hazard  to  even  experienced  fly- 
ers but  an  acute  menta.1  hazard  to  the  fledgling  -pilot  intent  on  keeping  his  nose 
on  the  horizon  and  his  ^vings  reasonably  level,  ilie  single  tov/er  is  that  of  the 
Headquarters  and  Administration  building,  depicted  on  the  -preceding  page,  viliich 
contains  the  water  tank  of  the  -post’s  water  supply  and  the  office  and  laboratory 
of  the  meteorological  section  of  the  field’s  weather  bureau.  An  elevator  operates' 
inside  the  tower,  while  crowning  the  tower  is  the  revolvi-ng  beacon  T7hich  guides 
the  night  flying  pilot. 

In  front  of  the  tower  the  words  "RAIIDOlPH  PIBLD"  .visible  from  the  gro-und  or 
air,  introduces  the  field  to  the  flyer  or  groundling  v/iio  lUight  have  been  unaware 
of  its,  identify.  The  center  of  the  hub  of  the  building  area  is  the  Officers’ 

Mess.  There  are  nine  hangars  each  on  two  sides  of  the  field,  a total  of  18  han-  j 

gars  for  the  275  air-planes  which  will  be  on  the  field,  also  two  large  airplane  j 

assembly  hangars  and  large  shop  and  re  .pair  hangars.  All  hangars  bordering  the 
field  have  their  roofs  -painted  a startling  black  end  chrome  yellow  checkerboard 
pattern, 

Ihe  architecture  of  the  other  buildings  is  the  Spanish  Mssion  type,  and  the 
construction  is  of  stucco  over  hollow  building  tile,  with  red  and  vari- colored 
tile  roofs.  Some  quarters  are  b-angalows,  otherGtwu-.storied  buildings.  Around 
the  buildings  and  quarters  are  planted  native  shrubs  and  trees.  There  are  close 
to  300  hangars,  quarters,  barradcs,  shops  and  other  accessory  buildings.  The  ; 
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quarters  for  ■persorjie?^  consist  of  - 

21  Pield  Officers*  quarters 

153  ^ferried  coin-pany  officers’  qu.arters 

2 BB,chelor  officer^*  'buildin^.’s,  each  lia^ving  provision  for  40  officers, 
total  80  hachelor  officers. 

68  Jferried  noinconanissioned  officers*  Iniildin^^s  - two-family  houses  - vdth 
total  accommodation  for  136  nonconunissioned  officers. 

2 Bachelor  honconmissioned  officers’  "buildings,  each  accommodating  25  non- 
commissicnsd  officers  of  the  grade  of  Master,  Technical  or, Staff  Ser- 
geant, or  a total  of  50  noncommissioned  bachelor  noncoiiMissioned. 
officers. 

Company  officers’  quarters  have  a living  room,  dining  room,  kitchen,  three 
bedrooms,  two  baths,  and  a maid’s  room.  Hying  Cadet  barracks  follow  the  custom 
at  West  Point  and  ha,ve  two  cadets  to  a room. 

The  total  post  population  will  be  1700  military  personnel  - officers,  stu- 
dents and  enlisted  men,  and  about.  3,500  when  one  includes  civilian  emjployees  and 
members  of  officers  and  nonconimissioned  officers’  families..  For  their. amusement 
there  is  a theatre  in  the  Administration  Building  having  a sera  ting  capacity  of 
1,000.  This  theatre  is  equipped  for  sound  movies,  instrucliDii.  lectures,  plays, 
etc, , and  lias  also  a pipe  organ  which  a pratriotic  society  had  donated  during  the 
war  to  another  army- post,  and  which  was  moved  to  Ha.ndolph  Field  when  the  war- 
time cantonment  was  aba.ndonod.  Athletic  fields  are  oh  the  post  for  those  in 
good  health,  and' the  last  word  in  military  hospitals  for  those  who  need  hospital- 
ization. , 

About  $10,000,000.  has  been  spent  on  buildings  and  in  ground- improvement. 

The  aeronautical  equipment  to  be,  used  on  this- field,  (planes , shcp  equipment, 
machinery  and  tools)  will  amount  to  about  $.3,500,000,  The., , shop  equipment  cost 
$70,000;  fire-fighting  equipment , $15,000;  lavrn  mowers  and  grass-cutting  machin- 
ery, ranging  from  hand  mowers  to  the  power-driven  ones  used  on  the  flying  field, 
$10,000.  Several  miles  of  garden  hose  will  be  needed  to  wet  .dovrn  the  lawns' about 
buildings  and  quarters.  The  concessionaire  at  the  post  restaurant  ha>s  spent 
$8,000  on  fitting  up  his  dining -room.  The  roads  about  the  post  are  concrete, 
paved  aprons  being  installed  around  the  hangars  where  the  airplane  engines  are 
warmed  up.  Being  sown  to  Bermuda  grass,  that  plague' of  most  flying  fields,  dust, 
is  fortunately  absent  from  Ife.ndolwh  Field. 

The  airplahes  used  in  training  at  the  field  are  the  Primary  and  the  Basic 
Training  types.  TLiese  will  be, refueled  from  sunicen  fue.ling  pits,  automa.tically 
operated. 

Organizations  at  Pando'lph  Field  (or  soon  to  be  moved  there)  are  - 
Hea,dqua.rters  Squadron,  Air  Corps  Primary  Flying  School. 

46th  School  Squadron, 

47th  School  Squadron 
52nd  School  Squadron 
53rd  School  Squadro'u 
67th  Service  Sq-aadroii 
20th  Photo  Section 

The  last  outfit  to  be  moved  into  Pandolph  Field  will  be  the  Headquarters, 

Air  Corps  Training  Center,  to  be  orga,nized  at ' Kells'"- Field,  a.nd  then  moved  to  its 
permanent  home  on  February  1-5,  1S32. 

Aside  from  the  training  of  Army  Medical  officers  in  the  duties  of  Plight 
Surgeons  at  the  School  of  Aviation  Medicine,  the  main  -.ourwose  of,  Ea.ndolph  Field 
is  to  train  pilots  for  the  Army  Air  Coros.  S'budents  are  selected  froni  several 
sources,  the  majority  of  them  being  Flying  Cadets  a.-ppointed  from  civil  life  or 
irom  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Army,  the  latter  receiving' priority  in  ap'qointment. 
They  are  either  college  graduates,  or  have  to  their  credot  at  least. two  years  of 
college  work.  In  lieu  of  the  required  scholastic  requirements,  candidates  for 
appointment  as  Flying  Cadet  must  pass  a rigid  mental  examination.  They  must  be 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  'uninarried,  and  of  age  not  below  20  nor  above  27, 

The  mental  requirements  are  high  becausp  Hying  Cadets  are  not  trained  to  be 
pilots  along,  but  also  to  be  officer-s-of  thb  Army  in  general  and  the'  Air  Corps  in 
particular.  --  ' 

A Flying  Cadet  is .paid  $75.00  per  month  during  his  training  year  and  given 
his  "uniforms  free  ahd'a  me-ss  allowance  of  $1.00  per  day.  He  wears  a distinctive 
slate-blue  'uniform,  IToncoramissioned  officers  of  the  higher  grades  whp^  qualify 
for  flying  training  retain  their  noncommissioned  rating  and  salary  while  they 
are  'undergoing  flying  training. 
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In  the  Fall  of  each  year,  the  previo^is  Oiine  class  of  West  Point  graduates 
sends  a goodly  number  of  young  second  lieutenants, who  -prefer  a military  career 
in  the  Air  Corps,  to  the  Primary  Flying  School.  Upon  graduating  from  the  Mili- 
tary Academy,  these  young  officers  are  commissioned  in  branches  of  the  Airniy 
other  than  the  Air  Corps.  They  can  only  be  detailed  to  the  Air  Cor-ps  in  order 
to  fulfill  their  desire  for  flying  training,  but  must  pass  the  rigid  physical 
examination  in  order  to  be  eligible  for  such  training.  This  physical  examina- 
tionnmst  be  passed  by  all  candidates  applying  for  flying  training.  A small 
number  of  older  officers  of  other  branches  of  the  Army  also  elect  to  take  this 
training. 

During  the  -period  of  flying  training,  should  a student  fail  in  the  flying 
course  .or  in  his  ground  studies,  he  is  returned  to  his  original  branch  of  the 
service  if  a student  officer;  to  his  noncommissioned  rating  if  a noncommissioned 
student,  or  to  civil  life  if  a Flying  Cadet. 

The  duration  of  the  course  at  the  Primary  School  (Bandol-ph  Field)  is  eight 
months.  An  additional  course  of  four  months'  training  is  taken  at  the  Advanced 
Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field,  making  the  total  flying  training  period  one  year. 

The  flying  course  at  Eandolph  Field  covers  over  150  hours  of  flying,  of  which 
at  least  60  hours  are  spent  in  training  type  and  90  hours  in  service  type  air- 
■planes.  In  the  training  type  planes,  the  student  is  taught  straight  flying, 
climbs,  climbing  turns,  gentle  turns,  eights,  s-pirals,  chandelles,  glides,  taxy- 
ing,  take-offs  and  landings,  forced  landings,  stalls,  spins,  side-slips,  rolls, 
half  rolls,  vertical  renversements,  180- degree  ajid  360-degree  turns  for  landings, 
cross-wind  take-offs  and  landings,  accuracy,  cross-country  flying,  formation  fly- 
ing, .night  flying  and  blind  flying.  On  service  type  airplanes,  the  same  maneuv- 
ers listed  above  are  also  carried  out,  but  to  a greater  extent. 

The  ground  subjects  are  Theory  of  Flight,  Aerial  Gunnery,  Airplane  Rigging, 
Engine  Re-pairing  and  Trouble  Shooting,  Meteorology,  Radio  and  Aerial  Navigation. 
Flying  Cadets  with  no  previous  military  experience  are  also  taught  the  basic 
military  subjects,  such  as  Military  Law,  Military  Hygiene,  Customs  of  the  Service, 
and  Drills. 

The  policy  governing  the  elimination  of  inapt  students  is  so  rigidly  follow- 
ed that  very  few  of  those  students  who  undergo  the  primary  flying  course  are  elim- 
inated after  they  succeed  in  graduating  from  the  primary  Flying  School  and  are 
transferred  to  the  Advanced  Fl-jung  Sdiool.  Upon  graduation  from  the  latter 
school,  students  are  given  their  "Wings.”  The  student  officers  are  -permanently 
commissioned  in  the  Air  Corps  andthe  Flying  Cadets  and  noncommissioned  officers 
are  commissioned  2nd  Lieutenants  in  the  Air  Cores  Reserve  and  -placed  on  extended 
active  duty.  After  a tour  of  duty  with  a tactical  squ.adron,  some  of  the  former 
students  at  Randolph  Field  will  return  there  and,  after  a course  of  instruction 
in  the  Instructors'  School,  will  guide  young  fledglings  in  the  ways  of  correct 
flying. 

oOo' — 

LI.EUr.  ADAMS  LOSES  LIFE  IN  AIRPLANE  ACCIDENT 

News  of  the  death  of  Lieut.  James  E.  A.daros,  as  the  result  of  an  a,irplane 
crash  at  Maxwell  Field,  Ala.  , on  October  5th  last,  v/as  received  with  genuine  re- 
gret in  Air  Coi’ps  circles.  Lieut.  Adams  was  an  extremely  po'pular  officer,  pos- 
sessing a pleasing  -personality  which  won  for  him  many  friends.  Time  and  again  he 
received  -praise  from  his  su-perior  officers  for  the  intelligent  ]performance  of  his 
duties,  his  loyalty,  initiative,  energy,  skill,  etc.  He  was  considered  an  excel- 
lent -pilot  as  well  as  observer,  and  was  one  of  the  Air  Corps  -pioneers  in  radio. 

Lieut.  Ada.ms  was  born  at  Hackensack,  N.J.,  Nov.  21,  1923.  After  finishing 
high  school,  he  was  engaged  in  railroad  work.  Daring  the  World  War  he  enlisted 
in  the  Aviation  Section,  SigiTs.!  Corps,  receiving  grormd  school  instruction  at 
Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.Y. , and  his  flying  training  at  Gerstner  Field,  Lalce 
Charles,  La.  He  was  commissioned  a 2nd  Lieutenanit  on  MslJ  6,  1918, 

During  his  career  as  an  Air  Corps  officer,  Lieut,  Adams  served  at  various 
flying  fields  and  stations,  his  longest  periods  of  duty  being  s-pent  in  the 
Hawaiian  De-partment  and  with  the  2nd  Bombardment  Grou-p  at  Langley  Field,  Va.  He 
was  detailed  to  duty  as  student  at  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  Maxwell  Field, 
Ala. , for^the  1931-32  course  and,  while  flying  with  Private  Fred  Applewhite,  of 
Bolton,  Miss.,  struck  a high  tension  wire  near  the  field,  causing  the  -plane  to 
crash  and  catch  fire.  Both  occupants  of  the  -plane  were  instantly  killed. 

Foiieral  services  for  Lieut.  Adams  were  held  on  October  lOth  at  the  Arlington 
National  Cemetery.  His  untimely  death  deprived  the  military  service  of  an  expep- 
tioml  officer.  His  many  friends  mourn  his  massing  for,  as  the  saying  goes.  He 
was  one  of  the  hoys , " ■ ~ 

The  News  Letter  sends  its  sincere  condolence  to  his  bereaved  family. 
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mTHm  FIELD’ '^tS-kvmGS  ^ IE  SHOOTING 
is  inach  elated  over 

tether  Field'  hi.'  •-  ■ |he  'scores  achieved  h^  the  pilots  of  its  two 

combat  squadrons -.in’ the  gunhery 'season  jiist  completed.  The  55th  Pursuit  is  par- 
ticularly proud  of  the  fact  tliat  si:c  of  its  pilots,  made  scores  of  1000  or  better. 


Three  members  of  the 

! 77th  broke  into 

tlie  same  select  company. 

The  final  scores  made  by  pilots 

on  the  record  co\irse 

follows: 

55th  Squadron 

77th  Squadron 

Pilot 

Score 

Pilot 

Score 

Lt.  Kroeger 

Expert 

1089 

Major  Tinker 

Marksman 

531 

Goutlee 

II 

1078. 

Capt.  Clark 

Expert 

941 

Stainback 

II 

1024 

Lt.  Hopkins 

. II 

1033 

Berger  .. 

H 

1013 

Phillips 

tl 

1033 

Hunter 

II 

" 1009 

Wittkop 

II 

1011 

Harris 

II 

1000 

Losey 

II 

985 

Carter 

tl 

980 

Easmusen 

tl 

943 

Wasser 

II 

939 

Shiroyer 

tl 

943 

Williams,  M.C, 

II 

936 

Br.uraiester 

II 

981 

Crumrine 

II 

904 

VB-iatley 

II 

956 

Roth 

II 

902 

Reed 

II 

915 

Rodieck 

II 

874 

Williams,  L.M, 

II 

886 

Morrill 

II 

' 866 

Saville 

II 

885 

Britton 

II 

845 

techem 

II 

876 

Ellison 

II 

840 

Double day 

II 

856 

Kruse 

II 

835 

Kelsey 

II 

853 

Kingham 

II 

869 

Kraft 

Sharoshooter 

694 

Staff  Sgt.  Dorsett 

Sharpshooter  780 

Richards 

“ II 

619 

Lt.  McCarty 

II 

707 

Average  920.5  ' Average  835.2 

A suitable  wind-up  for  the  season  was  a v/eek  of  actual  firing  upon  airplane 
targets,  using  for  the  purpose  the  3;ast  of  the  station's  veteran  IH-4's  which 


were  condemned  some  months  ago  and  preserved  for  g’ust  such  use.  Each  run  of  this 
phase  was  made  from  a different  tjqpe  of  attadc,  using  both  30  and  50  calibre  guns, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  tactical  training  of  the  pilots,  and  much  of  value  was 
learned  from  the  week's  work. 

oOo — - 

HIGH  SCOEES  IE  FLEXIBLE  GlHItlERY 


The  flexible  gunnery  season  of  the  88th  Observation  Squadron  terminated 
September  29th,  with  the  entire  Squadron  qualifying  as  "Expert."  "Due  to  an 
error  in  the  previous  contribution  to  the  News  Letter,"  says  the  Post  Field 
Correspondent,  "we  were  credited  with  qualifying- of  the  Squadron  on  fixed 
guns ,■  but  we  actually  qualified  100^.  Thirteen  were  'Experts,'  eight  were 
'Sharpshooters’  and  one  qualified  as  'terksraan*  out  of  twenty- two  pilots." 


■2nd  Lieut.  D.T. 

2nd  Lieut.  C.H. 

2nd  Lieut.  D, M. 

2nd  Lieut,  L.E. 

1st  Lieut,  W.L. 

2nd  Lieut.  FA..  Creech 
2nd  Lieut.  C.  Stroh  . 


Mitchell 
Miller  . 
Kesler  . 
Hunt  . . 
Ritchie 


guns  were 

■as  follows: 

■ . 1221  ' 

CaPt.  R.E.  O’Eeill  . . . 

. ; 915 

. 1132 

Ist .Lieut.  W .S.  Hamlin  . 

. . 903 

. 1088 

1st  Lieut.  G.E.  Rice  . . 

. . 873 

. 1069 

2nd  Lieut.  H.B.  Fleming  . 

. . 839 

. 1015 

■2nd ’Lieut.  C.T.  McKinnie 

. . 838 

2nd  Lieut.  C.S.  Tidwell  . 

. . 743 

. 1015 

Captain  Eeal  Creighton  and  the  men  of  the  1st  Balloon  Company  at  Post  Field 
are  utilizing  an  empty  building  for  a shooting  gallery.  Both  rifles  and  .pistols 
are  being  used  to^  shoot  at  stationary  and  moving  targets.  There  are  cliairs  and 
Denches  in ^ the  biilding  for  the  convenience  of  the  spectators,  and  as  Captain 
Creighton  is  only  charging  enough  to  plear  expenses, 'it  will  no  doubt  prove  to 

hall  for  the  officers  and  men  during  the  winter 
onths.  It  should  also  greatly  increase  the  huraber  of  "Experts"  on  the  post. 

- — oOo 

of  9 planes  from  Selfridge,, Field,  ’ Mich. , conducted  a tactical 

Hign  School  in  Detroit  on  September  23rd  on  the  occasion  of 
tne  dedication  ceremonies  of  this  new  school. 

-354- 


7-6193,  A.C. 


'TR^  AmVAL  mCHIHE  GWMD’  k)MBING  MATCHES 

, Coiitestaiits  arrived  at  Langley  Eield,  Ya, , on.  Aagast  27tH  from  various 
Air  Corps  stations  within  the  continental  limits  of  the  United  States  and  also 
from  Panama  to  participate  in  the  Annual  chine ' Gan  and  Bomhing  Matches. 

Contestants  and  Hi^h  Altitude  Bomhing  Teams  were  composed  of  the  follow- 
ing Air  Corps  officers; 

Eiird  Attack  Grouo,  Port  Crockett,  Texas;  Captain  Virgil  Hine,  2nd  Lieut s. 
Truman  S.  Lendon,  Carl  E.  Hechnagel  (Bes.),  Ealph  J.  Gihhons  (Hes.),  Hohert  K. 
Taylor  and  !i!aurice  M.  Beach  (Hes.). 

11th  Bombardment  Scuadrorii  Hockwell  Eield.  Calif . ; 2nd  Lieuts.  Howard  G. 
Bunker,  James  A.  Ronin,  D.I).  Graves. 

1st  Par  suit  Grouu,  Self  ridge  Eield,  Mich.;  2nd  Lieuts.  Hohert  C.  Merrill, 
Curtis  E.  Lelfey,  Jesse  Auton  8.nd  Monty  Teiines  (Res.)*- 

2Qth  Pursuit  Groun,  Mather  Eield,  Calif. ; 2nd  Lieuts.  L.  H.  Phillips  and 
Robert  P.  Harris,  Jr.,  Air  Corps  Reserve. 

6th  Comuosite  Grouu.  Prance  Eield,  Panama  Canal  Zone ; 1st  Lieuts.  James 
M.  Bevans,  Reuben  E.  Biggs,  Richard  E.  Hugent,  2nd  Lieuts;: 'Bimald  W.  Baclanan, 
and  Ghas.  A,  Harrington;  also  2nd  Lieut.  John  ¥.  Sesswfls,  Plight  Eng.  Office. 

9th  Observation  Group , Mitchel  Eield,  H.Y. ; 2nd  Lieuts.  C.G.  Goodrich, 
R.J.  Iyer  and  Gaorge  P.  Kehoe,  Air  Corps,  and  2nd  Lieuts.  Prank  T.  Bostrom, 
Francis  X.  Kelly  end  Christy  Lfethewson,  Jr. , Air  Corps  Reserve. 

15th  Obger-'va.tion  Scuudron,  Scott  Field,  111.;  1st  Lieut.  Frederick  A. 
Johnson,  2nd  Lieut.  Irving  R.  Selby. 

12th  Observation  Scruadron,  Fort  Sam  Houston.  Texas ; 1st  Lieut.  Joseph 
H.  Hicks,  2nd  Lieut.  Eugene  H.  Rice. 

91st  Observation  ScTu^'droh,  Orinsy  Field.  Calif.!  1st  Lieut.  Edwin  B. 
Bobzien,  2nd  Lieut,  John  IC.  Poole. 

2nd  Bombardment  Groun,  Langley  Field.  Va. ; 1st  Lieut,  Robert  T.  Oronau, 
2nd  Lieuts.  Meirill  D.  Barnside,  Riciiard  P.  O’Keefe,  Laurence  S.  Kuter, 

Maurice  C.  Bisson,  Clifton  D,  ¥ri^t  (Res.).  2nd  Lieut.  Ralph  0.  Brownfield, 
Pli^t  A,  16th  Obs.  Squeuron.  ' 

The  Matches  were  held  during  the  period  September  1 to  September  6,  1931, 
inclusive.  The  weather  was  exce-otionally  favorable  during  the  entire  period 
and  it  is  worthy  of  mention  to  note  tha-t  the  lowest  score  made  in  high  alti- 
tude bombing  this  year  was  higher  than  the  highest  score  for  the  same  event 
last  year,  this  being  a commendable  improvement.  How’ever,  the  scores  in  the 
Machine  Gun  J*fe.tches  were  not  a perceptible  improvement  over  those  attained 
last  year,  the  latter  averaging  about  the  sa'ne.  Also,  for  the  first  tim.e 
during  a Machine  Gun  and  Bombing  Match,  radio  was  successfully  used  in  trans- 
mitting messages  between  the  range  on  Plum  Tree  Point  and  Ivlatch  Headquarters 
on  the  field. 

The  Staff  Officers  for  the  Lfetches  are  inmediately  shown,  v/ith  the  duties 
performed  preceding  their  respective  naiiies;  Si-ecutive  Officer,  Captain  Eagene 
L.  Eubank;  Adjutant,  2nd  Lieut,  Thomas  H.  Lynch;  Statistical  Officer,  Captain 
Lawrence  A.  La^ison;  Qrdnance  Officer,  Capt.  Uillis  R.  Slaughter,  Ordnance  De- 
partment; Operations  Officer,  xst  Lieut.  James  M.  Gillespie;  Supply  Officer, 
1st  Lieut.  William.  J.  Hanlon;  Engineering  Officer,  'Ist  Lieut.  'Milo  McCune; 
Armament  Officer,  1st  Lieut.  Lionel  K.  Dunlap;  Rango  Officer,  1st  Lieut. 

Robert  T.  Oronau;  CoiTmiuiications  Officer,  2nd  lieut,  Guy  B.  Henderson;  Officer 
in  Charge  Bombing  Tbange,-  2nd  Lieut.  Merrill  D.  Barnside;  Officer  in  Charge 
Machine  Gan  Range,  2nd  Lieut.  G.S.  Bond,  Reserve. 

Dae  credit  should  be  given  the  above  sts.ix  for  the  efficiency  in  which 
their  duties  were  performed,  for  Only  through  their  cooperation  anid  coordina- 
tion could  the  matches  have  been  run  off  with  such  precision  and  success  in 
the  short  period  of  time  in  \fi.'iich  they  were  comipletcd. 

The  following  are  the  winning  teams,  first,  second  and  third  positions 
in  order  in- the  various  matches; 

MATCH  I. 

. ■ . PURSUIT  PILOTS’  MTCH  score 

2nd  Lieut,  D.  D.  Graves 849.5 

2nd  Lieut.  Charles  A.  Harrington  755.5 

2nd  Lieut.  Jesse  Auton.  , . . . . . , . 684.8 
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' tecirii.  ' 

; ApACK  AlID  Q3SSRVATIQI  PILOTS’  MiTCH.  Score 

_;2nd.  Lieut.  Irving  R.  . . . 671^8 

2nd  Lieut.  Precis  X.  -Kells?;  670.5 

; 2nd  Lieut.  Ralph  0.  Brovrnfield  640. 

. ^ MA.TCH  III. 

. ••  OBSMVLRS'  I/ATCH 

2nd  Lieut . John  K.  Poole  . . . -i'  . ; . . . . - . 657.5 

2nd 'Lieut.  M.  Mi  Peachy  . . . . . h . ...  . . . 640. 

• 1st  Lieut.  Tredis. A. ■•Johnson 622,5 

match  I?. 

BDMBARDMT  MTCII  ■ 

2nd  Lieut ^Merrill  D.  Burnside  . 1894 

1st  Li’out.  Robert  T.  Cronau  (Pilot). 


"2nd  Lieut.  LaiiTrence  S.  Eater 
2nd  Lieut.  Richard  P.  0* Keefe  (Pilot) 

2nd  Lieut.  Clifton  D.  '^ifright 
'2nd  Lieut.  Maurice  C.  Bisson  (Pilot) 

2nd  Lieut.  Donald  W.  Ruclnnan 

1st  Lieut.  Richard  11.  Rugent  (Pilot) 


,1867 


1847 


1847 


Only  one  accident  marred  the  entire  matches,  this  being  the  crash  of  a 
P-12  plane  piloted  by  2hd',  Lieut.  Roioert  P.  Karris,  'Jr.,  member  of  a competing 
team  from  Mather  Field,  Calif.  Tlie  ship  crashed  on  Sept.  2,  1931,  off  Plum 
Tree  Island,  Lieut,  Harris  receiving  series  injuries  as  a result  of  the  crash 
and  being  taken  to  the  Portress  lionroe  Hospital  where,  as  this  is  written,  he 
is  rapidly  recovering, 

- — oOo 


OPExTIHG  OP  TBAIRING  SjIASON  AT  ROCIOTELL  PIELD 

September  3rd  saw  the  opening  of  the  training  season  at  Rocloyell  Field,  and 
for  the  next  few  months  more  airplanes  than  usual  Tdll  dot  San  Diego  skies.  Plans 
■ at  this  date  call  for  a program  of  bombing  and  machine  gun  practice , much  more 
!■  strenuous  than  usual,  with  no  lull  in  sight  until  after  the  1932  Maneuvers.  In 
the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron,  IS  officers  are  talcing  the  bombing  course  as  pre- 
scribed in  T.R.  440-40,  and  bombs  are  dropped  at  the  rate  of  120  a day  from  alti- 
tude's Of  5000  and  8000  feet.  Every  bomber  carries  radio  and  maintains  contact 
with  "P-9",  the  Group  ground  station,  at  all  times.  Shortage  of  radio  personnel 
has-necessitated  the  training  of  Crew  Chiefs  as  radio  operators,  and  this  move 
has  met  v/ith  considerable  success  so  far.  A remote  control  station  has  been  in- 
stalled next  to  the  office  of  Ivfegor  Spats,  the  Group  Commander,  and  Group  oipera- 
tors  are  on  constant  dutjr  at  this  station  during  flying  hours  to  guard  frequen- 
cies of  bombing'  and  pursuit  -^olanes.  Replies  are  all  made  on  one  frequency  from 
the  ground  station.  “■  ' 

" u oOo— 


•'■^-''•Tir/O-PLAGE  GLIDER  BEIITG  COHSTRUCTED  AT  HAWAIIAN  DEPOT 

A interesting  piece  of  work  now  in  progress  in  the  machine  shop  and  its  sub- 
I de-partments  , Hawaiian  Air  Depot,  is  th^  huilding  of  a tw^o-place  glider  by  Lieuts. 

[ Stanley,  Thompson  and  Boyd,  of  Lulie  Field,  Wlien  Lieut.  Crain  and  his  confreres 
I from  Wheeler  Field  broke  the  world’ s unofficial  record  for  sustained  flight  a 
, few  months  ago,  they  said  that  at  the  location  from  which  they  were  flying,  the 
length  of  time  a glider  could  stay  aloft  was  limited  only  by  the  endurance  of 
the  pilot.  It  is  the  writer’s  "big  idea"  that  when  Lieut.  Stanley  and  his 
brother  officers  complete  their  gravity- conjurer  and  take-off,  the  timers  had 
I better  be  there  equipped  with  calendars  a.s  well  as  stop  watches,  as  there  is  no 
j telling  when  they  are  liable  t'd  come  down.  Pne  construction  of  this  glider 
which,  by  the  way,  was  designed,  as  well  as  being  built  by  these  officers,  is 
! we^  under  ■way. at  the  present  •.timp,.  and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  completed 
in  the  very  near  future. 
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MCOMMISSIOUED  OFFICER  COMMELTDED  FOR  lEVSOTIVE  ABILITY 


Staff  Sergeant  Chester  McPiieter  of  the  11th  Bonihardment  Squadron,  Rockwell 
Field,  Calif. , was  recently  the  recipient  of  a letter  of  commendation  from  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  in  recognition  of  his  valnahle  wox-k  in  designing  and  con- 
structing a removable  Case  Ejection  Container  for  the  Browning  Flexible  Machine  i 
Gun.  In  firing  this  machine  gun  from  the  nose  of  the  Curtiss  B-2  Bombers,  it  ! 
has  been  found  practically  impossible  to  remove  empty  cases  from  the  present  I 

type  containers  while  in  flight.  Such  attempts  have  resulted  in  damaged  propel-  | 
lers,  torn  fuselages  and  constituted  a dangerous  hazard  to  the  eyes  and  face  of  | 
the  pilot.  In  view  of  the  above,  only  one  hundred  rounds  can  be  fired  from  the 
nose  of  the  Bomber  per  fli^t,  it  being  necessary  to  land  each  time  to  empty  the 
shell  container.  Staff  Sergeant  McPheter' s improved  container  can  be  safely  re- 
moved from  the  gun  and  emptied  on  the  floor  of  the  plane  while  in  flight. 

The  letter  of  commen^tion  addressed  to  Staff  Sergeant  McPheter  by  Ife-jor-  I 
General  James  E.  Fechet,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  is  as  follows; 

"1.  Information  has  recently  been  brou^^t  to  my  attention  that  you  have  de- 
signed and  constiucted  a removable  case  ejection  container  for  the  Browning 
Flexible  Ivlachine  Gun,  which  is  a decided  improvement  over  the  present  type.  I am 
further  informed  that  the  Materiel  Division  is  preparing  drawings  of  a container 
along  the  general  lines  of  the  one  designed  by  you  and  that  this  new  container 
will  be  designated  as  Type  A~2, 

2,  It  is  indeed  gratifying  to  me  to  have  such  evidence  of  the  attention  to 
duty,  interest  in  their  work,  and  the  ability  of  the  men  of  the  Air  Corps  as  ex- 
emplified by  this  instance , and  I take  iDleas’ure  in  commending  you  for  your  work 
in  the  development  of  this  case  ejection  container. 

3,  A copy  of  this  letter  will  be  placed  on  file  with  your  records. 

oOo — - 

DO  MITCHELL  TROPHY  RACE  THIS  YEAR 

Unless  some  means  are  devised  whereby  judges  may  be  mounted  on  stationary 
pylons  some  seven  or  eig^it  thousand  feet  above  the  earth’s  surface,  the  First 
Pursuit  Group  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  will  not  hold  the  John  L.  Mitchell  Trophy 
Race  this  year.  This  Trophy  was  donated  by  former  Brigadier- General  William 
Mitcliell,  in  honor  of  his  brother  who  was  killed  in  action  in  France. 

Except  for  a small  number  of  low  altitude  Pursuit  airx)lanes,  the  stock  air- 
plane of  the  First  Pursuit  Group  at  Self ridge  Field,  Mich. , is  the  Boeing  P-12, 
which  is  a high  altitude  Pursuit  type,  Eie  "Wasp"  air-cooled  engine  of  these 
little  single-seaters  are  equipped  with  superchargers  which  pump  air  into  the 
carburetor,  thus  maintaining  sea  level  efficiency  when  flying  in  the  rarified 
atmosphere  at  hi^  altitudes,  where  airplane  and  engine  alike  are  designed  for 
flight.  In  the  denser  air  at  sea  level,  however,  the  engines  must  not  be  run  at 
full  speed,  as  this  would  impose  too  great  a strain  upon  them.  It  is  not  until 
an  altitude  of  about  7,500  feet  is  reached  that  the  engines  may  be  run  wide 
open  with  impunity. 

Obviously,  no  closed  course  can  be  run  at  this  altitude  and  judged  accurate- 
ly from  the  ground,  nor  could  pilots  turn  corners  closely  when  those  corners  are 
indicated  a mile  and  a half  below  them.  Sven  if  captive  balloons  were  available  - 
which  they  are  not  - they  could  not  be  maintained  at  constant  distances  from  each 
other , 

It  is  expected  that  next  year  a considerable  nuRiber  of  low  altitude  Pursuit 
airplanes  will  be  on  hand  at  Self ridge  Field,  these  planes  being  particularly  de-- 
signed  for  combat  work  against  low  flying  enony  aircraft,  and  hence  for  high  per- 
formance at  sea  level,  in  v/hich  event  the  Mitchell  Trophy  Race  will  be  resumed. 

The  first  contest  for  the  John  L.  Mitchell  Trophy  was  held  in  1922,  c>nd  it 
has  been  an  annual  event  since  that  time,  being  a feature  of  the  National  Air 
Races  with  the  exception  of  last  year,  when  the  contest  was  held  at  Selfridge 
Field,  at  which  time  only  B-6  and  P-1  types  of  planes  were  utilized.  Other 
planes  powered  with  high  compression  engines  were  barred,  because  of  the  limita- 
tion on  flying  them  full  throttle  at  sea  level, 

oOo 

Seven  Curtiss  Condor  Bombers  of  the  11th  Squadron,  Rockwell  Field,  and  12 
Boeing  p-12*s  rendezvoused  over  Seal  Beach,  just  south  of  Long  Beach,  and  proceed-, 
ed  to  Long  Beach,  where  they  staged  a lengthy  program  of  formation  drills  for  the  j 
benefit  of  members  of  the  California  State  American  Legion,  assembled  in  conven-  jj 
tion  at  Long  Beach  on  Sexot ember  1st, 
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M mGHT  FOR  GEITEBAL  I1A.SSITER 


On  the  occasion  of  the  retirement  of  Major-General  Wm.  Lassiter,  Se'ot.l5th, 
there  was  accorded  him  an  ’’Aloha”  flifjit  wherein  the  entire  18th  Composite  Wing 
participated.  Shortly  after  the  ”St.  Mihiel”  cleared  the  harhor,  approximately 
70  planes  escorted  the  transport  out  to  sea  and  then  di'pped  a farewell  "Aloha" 
to  the  departing  General.  "It  seems  only  proper  that  we  say  a few  words  about 
General  Lassiter  upon  his  departxire  from  his  last  command,  the  Hawaiian  Depart- 
ment," says  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent.  "His  staunch  and  loyal  support  of  all 
aeronautical  activities  under  his  coiranand,  both  on  the  mainland  and  here  in 
Hawaii,  was  characteristic  of  his  attitude  towards  the  Air  Corps.  General 
Lassiter  leaves  behind  him  an  enviable  record  of  service  and  accomplishment.  He 
has  the  essential  qfoalities  and  foresi^t  that  go  into  the  making  of  a great 
soldier.  He  commanded  the  respect  and  admiration  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact,  iiie  officers  and  men  of  the  18th  Composite  Wing  wish  him  prosperity 
and  contentment  in  his  retirement. 

oOo 

MITCHEL  FIELD  OFFICERS  PAY  HOlvIAGE  TO  DISTIHGUISHED  FLYER 

The  list  of  those  present  at  a recent  presentation  ceremony  at  Mitchel 
Field,  N.Y. , was  very  impressive,  Vlany  of  the  most  famous  and  accom-plished  2nd 
Lieutenants  of  the  x^heiiomenal  9th  Group  stood  around  discussing  the  hazardous 
events  of  the  day.  Suddenly,  a hush  fell  over  the  room  as  their  hero  entered. 
Always  punctual,  always  smiling,  he  strode  across  the  room,  nodding  first  to  one 
group  and  then  to  another.  They  returned  his  salutations  with  awe  and  just  a 
tinge  of  reverence  showed  in  their  faces,  for  who  among  the  distinguished  group 
did  not  recognize  him  as  their  master  and  teacher?  They  were  all  present  to  do 
homage  when  the  Distinguished  Order  of  the  "Flying  Dumb-bell"  was  presented  to 
2nd  Lieut,  f . R,  Calligan,  Jr. , for  his  remarkable  demonstration  of  ground  fly- 
ing at  the  Springfield  Air-port  recently. 

A flight  of  nine  planes  had  gone  to  Springfield  to  assist  in  the  opening  of 
the  Eastern  States  Exhibition  by  giving  a demonstration  of  formation  flying. 
Lieut.  Calligan* s ground  demonstration  which  won  for  him  high  recognition  was 
his  "stunt"  of  taxying  his  -plane  into  one  of  the  hi^  steel  fences. 

pOo — • 

HAWAIIAIT  AIRMEN  WELCOIDS  SIAI'i*  S KING  AND  QUEEN 

The  largest  aerial  event  in  Hawaii  for  some  time  took  -place  on  the  occasion 
of  the  arrival  in  Honolulu  of  the  King  and  Qpeen  of  Siam,  approximately  107  air- 
planes -participating  in  an  "Aloha"  flight  in  their  honor.  Comprising  this  aerial 
armada  were  80  airplanes  (Bombers  and  Pursuit  planes)  of  the  18th  Com-posite  Wing, 
commanded  by  Lieut. -Col,  Gerald  C.  Brant,  augmented  by  two  Navy  air  squadrons, 
consisting  of  24  planes.  Behind  the  order  iss'ued  for  the  largest  "Aloha"  flight 
ever  made  in  Hawaii  lies  a story  of  an  unexpected  military  courtesy  extended  by 
the  rulers  of  Siam  in  1924,  It  will  be  remembered  tliat  the  Army  Air  Corps  was 
the  first  to  make  an  around- the-world  flight.  It  vias  led  by  Ca-ptdin  Lowell  H. 
Smith  who  was  formerly  stationed  in  Hawaii.  Spealcing  of  their  arrival  in  Siam 
in  the  book,  "The  First  World  Flight,"  Ca-ptain  Smith  tells  of  their  surprise  in 
seeing  a squadron  of  -planes  of  the  Royal  Air  Force  of  Siam  flying  toward  them  in 
formation.  The  planes  were  flying  above  Captain  Smith*  s flight  and  diip-ped  in 
salute^ as  they  roared  overhead.  Neither  Captain  Smith  nor  the  other  members  of 
his  fli^t  were  even  aware  that  Siam  had  an  Air  .Corps.  This  "Aloha"  flight  of 
the  18th  Composite  Wing,  therefore,  had  a double  significance,  in  that  it  served 
as  a return  courtesy. 

Five  -planes,  fully  equipped  for  observation  missions,  recently  left  Crissy 
Field,  Calif.,  for  Fort  Lewis,  Wash,,  to  partici'pa,te  in  a four-day  war.  The 
spent  ^ the  first  ^morning  checking  radio  equipment,  getting  acquainted 
With  the  terrain  over  which  it  was  to  operate,  and  in  general  pre-paring  itself 
so'^ns  to  be  the  most  use  to  the  ground  forces  during  the  field  maneuvers  to  come, 
bnips  were  assigned  each  force  and  a great  many  successful  radio,  droiDiped  message 
ana  reconnaissance  missions  were  carried  out  for  both  the  Red  and  Blue" forces. 

^General  Castner,  the  Division  Commander,  was  extremely  interested  in  the 
Qi  Corps,  and  at  the  critiques  he  com-plimented  the 

yxst  on  its  cooperation  with  the  ground  forces  during  the  maneuver. 
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AIR  C0;HPS  at  OHDHAITCS  REMOHSmTIOlT 

Tlie  13tli  Aiiraial  Meeting,  of  tlie  Ai'niy  Orclnanco  Association  took  place  on- 
Thureday,  Gctober  8th,  at  Aberdeen  Troving  G-roniid,  Md.  Before  a crowd  of  several 
thousand  spectators,  the  Ordnance  Deoartiuent  of  the  Ai'rriy  demonstrated  throughout 
the  day  the  latest  developments  in  its  mteriel  and  the  use  thereof.  Small  Arms, 
Artillery  and  its  Ammunition,  Ballistic  Range,  Automotive  Ecnipment,  Seacoast  Ar- 
tillery, day  and  night  flying  of  A.nti- Aircraft  materiel,  and  Pyroteclmics  were 
demonstrated  for  the  edification  of  an  interested  public,  in  addition  to  the  most 
interesting  - from  an  aviation  entlmsiast ’ s point  of  \riew  - demonstrations  of 
Attack  aviation,  acrobatic  flying  and  dog-fighting,  anti-aircraft  bombing,  heavy 
aerial  bombardment,  smoke  screens,  target  towing  for  anti-aircraft,  exhibitions  I 
of  various  types  of  commercial  and  military  aircraft  and  a tandem  parachute  jump, 

Phillips  Pield  at  the  Proving  Ground  was  crowded  with  the  airplanes  of  vis- 
iting Army  flyers,  v/ith  a goodly  number  of  Ravy  and  civilian  flyers  in  addition. 

The  Air  Corps  first  put  in  its  official  appearance  at  10;45  a.m, , when  two  Obser- 
vation planes  simulated  an  a^erial  reconnaissance  of  enemy  territory  prior  to  the 
advance  of  armored  cars  and  the  meclmnized  ground  forces.  La,ter,  at  1:50  ;5.ra. , 
the  main  Air  Corps  portion  of  the  nrogran  began.  Under  the  command  of  Captain 
Lotha  A.  Smith,  three  A~3B  A.ttack  planes  from  the  Third  Attack  Group,  Port  Crockett i 
Galveston,  Texas,  staged  a demonstration  of  grotuid- straffing  tactics,  the  target  i 
being  cardboard  silhouettes  -placed  in  a field.  In  order  not  to  carry  a load  of 
bombs  above  the  spectators’  heads,  they  reversed  the  usual  procedure  in  such  tac- 
tics and  first  released  their  load  cf  fragmentation  bombs;  then,  after  a wide  and 
low  turn,  came  across  the  targets  from  another  -^oiiit  and  straffed  them  with  all 
four  pilot-operated  gims  of  each  plane. 

r Tlie  Attack  demonstration  was  followed  by  one  of  aerial  acrobatics  by  two 
Bolling  Pield  pilots,  Lieuts.  Stanley  U.  Umstead  in  a Cartiss  ?-l,  and  Rob’t  K. 
Giovannoli  in  a Boeing  P-12,  who  performed  a thrilling  series  of  rolls,  loops, 
spins  and  inverted  flying.  Then  followed  the  most  interesting  phase  of  the  avia- 
tion section  of  the  demonstration,  when  one  -plane,  talking  the  -part  of  a -pursuit 
plane  hovering  above  and  out  of  £un  fire  range  of  a.  lower  enemy  -plane  (simulated 
by  a fabric  sleeve  target  in  tow  of  another  lor/-flying  -pla-ne)  released  three  i 

bombs  directed  against  the  lower  flying  "e-nenp/."  These  were  50--oound  practice 
Dombs  loaded  with  black  -powder  charges  and  equipped -with  time  fuses  which  v/ere 
set  to  explode  after  a time  interval  which  would  allow  a fall  of  1,000  feet.  This  ij 
was,  in  effect,  a demonstration  of  a safe  and  cautious,  yet  readily  effective, 
attacx  on  formations  of  enemy  airplanes  which  would  be  defended  by  the  guns  wield- 
ed by  the  aerial  ^pniiers  in  their  crow.  Tlie  three  bombs,  dropwed  in  a salvo, 
burst  all  about  the  tov;ed  target.  . ! 

The  tow-target  -plane  ?7as  operated  by  Lieut.  McCaffery,  of  Aberdeen,  and  the  ' 
pilot-bomber  of  the  other  plane  was  Sergeant  Smink,  also  of  Aberdeen  Proving 
Ground.  Meanwhile,  six  Bombers  - Keystone  B-3’s,  B-4’s  and  1-5’ s,  of  the  49th 
Squadro-n  at  Langley  Pield,  Va.  , and  under  the  commspid  of  Lieut.  Kuter,  had  taleen  !| 
off  from  Philli-ps  Field  and  T?ere  bucking  a stiff  wind,  climbing  for  altitude  on 
the  way  to  the  bombing  range.  At  the  first  -pass  over  the  range,  the  two  leading 
planes  each  released  a 2 , OOO-pownd , bomb , the  bombs  exploding  with  a tlmimp  and  a 

roar.  At  the  second  -pass,  each  of  the  four  other  -planes  drop-ped  two  600  pounders  i 
in  salvo.  --  .. 

The  next  demonstration  was  that  of  smioke  screen  laying  by  a 5-plane  formation  ,| 
led  by  Lie-at.  Reuben  C.  Hood,  A.C.,  from  Edgewood  Arsenal,  the  other  two  -pilots 
being  from  the  Third  Attack  Grou-p,  These  three  planes  laid  their  smoke  screens  of  ' 
titani-um- tetrachloride  across  the  raige  and  dowarted.  As  the  crowd  of  s-pectators  ' 
left  the  I'lain  Front  for  the  shuttle  trains  that  were  to  tal^e  them  to  the  Seacoast  j 
and  Anti-Aircraft  Range,  the  smoke  drifted  in  among  them  and  effectively  demon-  J 
strated  how  thick  and  persistent  such  a smoke  screen  could  be.  ] 

At  the  Anti-Mrcraft  Range,  one  of  the  two  Mitchel  Field  o-lE’s,  piloted  by  I 
Lieut.  Cork,  towed  a target  back  and  forth  across  the  range,  while  the  batter^-  of  | 
3- inch  anti-aircraft  guns  barked  at  it  and  spa.ttered  the  sky  with  white  clouds  as  | 
the  shots  "curst,  the  la,st  one  tearing  the  end  out  of  the  fabric  sleeve.  The  "pilot  i! 
then  came  lower  and  the  .30  calibre  anti-aircraft  machine  guns  hammered  at  it,  the 
tracer  bullets  showing  the  trajectory  of  the  fire  directed  against  the  sleeve 
target,  A bit  later,  when  the  crowd  had  de-parted  for  the  flying  field  and  had  I 

looked  over  the  set-up  of  bombs  and  bomb  racks  there,  an  interesting  demonstration  . 
of  the  Pitcairn- Cierva  autogiro  was  staged  by  a representative  of  the  commercial 

(Continued  on  page  368) 
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SHOO'IING  '!IHE  SMICE  AUTOmTIC  PISTOL 
Ey  Lieut.  J.L,  Hitcliings,  Air  Corps 
(The  12th  article  of  this  series). 

The  principles  and  application  of  position^  and  breathing 
when  shooting  the  service  automatic  are  identically  those 
already  given  for  shooting  the  target  pistol. 

The  basic  principles  of  grip  and  trigger  squeeze  also 
remain  unchanged,  but  their  application  is  niach  simpler. 
Let  us  tahe  the  grip  first.  &iere  'is  no  doubt  as  to  how 
high  a grip  you  can  get;  you  simply  slide  your  palm  up  as  high  as  it  will  go. 
The  best  way  of  getting  the  grip  is  in  four  distinct  stens,  as  follows: 

1.  SET  THE  AUTOAIATIC  PISTOL  111  THE  EORIC  OF  YOCH  HAM),  KEEPING  THE  PALM 
EXACTLY  VERTICAL  IN  SUCTH  MANNER  THAT  TEE  BARREL  IS  EXACTLY  IN  LINE  WITH  YOIJR 
ARM,  SLIDING  THE  PALM  AS  HIGH  ON  THE  GEIP  AS  POSSIBLE.  The  position  of  the 
palm  on  the  stock  will  not  feel  natural;  it  viill  feel  as  though  the  pistol  will 
surely  slide  out  of  your  x^alm;  and  you  will  have  a strong  tendency  to  bend  your 
hand  to  the  left  at  the  wrist  and  slide  the  -palm  around  to  the  ri^t  stock. 
Resist  that  impul s e ! 

2.  NEAP  THE  LOWER  FINGERS  LOOSELY  AROUIM  THE  STOCK,  EXERTING  JUST  ENOUGH 
PRESSURE  IMAHD  WITH  THE  FINGER  TIPS  TO  KEEP  TEE  PISTOL  FROM  SLIPPING  OUT  OF 
THE  PALM.  Note  tha,t  any  bacluvard  ;oressu.re  of  the  lower  fingers,  caused  by 
wrapping  them  too  tightly  around  the  stoclcs,  will  tend  to  force  the  pistol  out 
of  the  palm,  and  will  thus  defeat  the  only  -puipose  which  the  lower  fingers 
serve, 

3.  CARRYING  THE  THUMB  HIGH  AND  IN  LINE  WIEI  THE  BARREL,  GST  A FIRM  PINCH 
GRIP  BETWEEN  THE  TKUI.IB  AND  THE  'TRIGGER  FINGER.  This  steadies  the  gun  for  de- 
flection; the  first  ste-p  causes  it  to  rest  naturally  on  the  second  finger, which 
sup'ports  it  and  steadies  it  for  elevation. 

4.  TAKE  UT  THE  SIAiCK,  PPASSING  S'TRAIGHT  TO  THE  PJAR  ON  THE  TRIGGER.  This 
rule  is  included  as  a step  in  getting  the  grip  for  a good  reason.  Failure  to 
take  up  the  slack  is  one  of  the  most  common  faults  in  shooting  the  automatic; 
and  its  im-portance  in  getting  good  scores  cannot  be  overestimated.  Whenever  a 
man  makes  better  scores  on  ra-pid  fire  than  on  slow,  you  know  he  is  sli-pping  up 
on  this  -point, 

THE  TRIGGER  SQUEEZE  WITH  ANY  AUTOMATIC  PISTOL  MUST  BE  EXACTLY  TO  THE  REAR. 
Pressure  to  the  left  causes  the  shot  to  go  to  the  left;  hooking  the  trigger  to 
the  ri^it,  or  excessive  pressure  on  the  thumb,  causes  the  shot  to  go  to  the 
right.  Pressure  down  on  the  trigger  pu-lls  the  shot  down.  A slight  u-p  -pressure, 
, however,  is  not  harmful,  and  may  be  used  to  correct  jerlring.  Increasing  the 
pressure  o-n  the  trigger  increases  the  -pressure  of  the  palm,  which  does  no  harm 
so  long  as  the  increase  in  palm  -pressure  follov/s  the  increase  in  trigger  -pres- 
sure, But  as  with  the  target  -pistol,  throwing  the  -palm  into  the  trigger 
squeeze  results  in  wild  shots,  hi^  and  to  the  right.  The  trigger  squeeze  must 
be  as  smooth  and  even  as  the  bowing  of  a violin. 

The  princi-ples  of  sitting  are  identical  with  those  -previously  given.  The 
sights  on  most  service  automatics,  however,  require  an  aiming  -point  one  ring 
below  the  black  at  15  yards,  and  two  rings  below  it  at  25  yards,  on  the  ’’L" 
target.  The  sequence  of  firing  a shot  follows  that  given  for  a target  pistol 
with  the  modifications  noted  above,  and  with  the  farther  change  that  Army  Regu- 
lations prescribe  the  position  of  raise  -pistol  as  the  standard  position  of  rest; 
and  the  -pistol  should  therefore  be  brought  back  to  it  instead  of  to  the  duel- 
ing position  of  ready,  between  shots. 

It  a]p-pears  from  the  above  discussion  that  the  auitoraatic  is  easier  to  shoot 
than  the  target  pistol.  Tliat  is  true;  it  is  easier  to  shoot  with  moderate  accu- 
racy; but  it  is  impossible  to  maJre  target  pistol  scores,  slow  fire,  with  an 
automatic, when' firing  on  the  exacting  stan.dard  American  target.  That  this  is 
due  to  the  very  -princkoles  of  construction  v/hich  miake  it  easy  to  use  became  ap- 
parent when  the  Smith  and  Wesson  Co.  designed  their  Straight  Line  ,22  single 
snot ^target  pistol.  They  built  it  along  the  lines  of  an  automatic  pistol,  giv- 
ing i-t  the  strai^t-wrist  grip  and  the  strai^t  trigger  -pull  of  an  automa-fcic. 

The  pistol  proved  a failure,  and  is  not  in  general  use  by  good  shots. 

It  may  be  thought  that  shooting  the  more  difficult  target  pistol  is  hot  ne- 
cessary or  valuable  -practice  for  seciiring  nproficiency  with  the  automatic.  This 
case,  however.  Only  by  shooting  the  target  pistol,  a process  in 
wnicn  every  fault  becomes  magnified,  do  you  get  the  fundamental  princi'ples  of 
pistol  shooting  gro'und  into  you,  and  Jeana  to  understand  them. 

-360- 


V-6193,  A.C. 


With  a record-hreaking 
average  speed  of  340.08 
miles  an  hour  over  a closed 
circuit,  achieved  hy  Flight- 
Lisut.  J.H.  hoothman  of  the 
British  Royal  Air  Rorce,  the 
last  Schneider 
Trophy  contest  pass- 
ed into  history, for 
it  marked  the  third 

consecutive  time 

that  Great  Britain  won  this  speed  classic  for  seaplanes.  The  Schneider  Trophy 
has  now  come  into  the  -permanent  possession  of  the  Royal  Aero  Cluh  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  withdrawal  from  the  contest  of  Italy  and  France  naturally  rohhed 
it  of  a good  deal  of  its  interest,  since  the  competitive  aspect  was  removed. 

Great  Britain,  therefore,  had  the  field  all  to  herself.  A contributor  to  the 
British  aeronautical  publication  FLIGHT,  far  from  regretting  the  fact  that  the 
Schneider  contest  will  be  no  more,  makes  the  following  cormient; 

"The  purpose  for  which  M.  Jacques  Sclmeider  gave  the  Trophy  in  the  first 
place  was  to  encourage  research  in,  and  the  betterment  of,  hi^i-speed  aircraft. 
T^t  purpose  has  been  fulfilled  in  a manner  which  must  be  beyond  M,  Schneider’s 
wildest  dreams,  for  this,  the  eleventh  contest,  has  raised  the  sneed  at  which 
the  course  has  been  flown  from  45.75  m.p.h.  in  1913  to  340,08  m.p.h.  in  1931. 

To  him,  therefore,  we  owe  a debt  of  gratitude,  inasmuch  as  he  has  given  us  the 
incentive  throu^^i  which  our  knowledge  of  aeronautical  science  ha,s  enabled  us  to 
claim  the  supremacy  we  now  have.  To  Lc.dy  Houston  we  ove  an  even  greater  debt, 
for. it  is  her  munificence  which  has  made  possible  the  final  winning  and  ultimate 


retention  of  the  Schneider  Trophy  by  Great  Britain.  Had  she  not  come  forward 
with  her  magnificent  offer,  it  is  possible  that  v/e  should  not  have  been  able  to 
put  a team  of  aircraft  in  the  field,  with  the  result  that  Italj  would  have  most 
likely  won  the  Trophy  through  our  default,  and  thus  kept  the  contest  alive  for 
a further  indefinite  period.  Whether  or  not  this  woiild  have  been  a desirable 
thing  is  very  debatable,  but  the  general  consensus  of  opinion  is  undoubtedly 
that  the  cost  of  preparations  for  proper  participation  in  the  coiitest  was  becom- 
ing so  large  that  even  governments  thought  more  than  the  pioverbial  twice  before 
committing  themselves  to  the  expense.  It  seems,  therefore,  that  for  everybody 
the  best  ends  biave  been  served  by  the  present  turn  of  Rate.  As  it  is  now,  all 
designers  will  be  free  to  devote  themselves  to  the  development  of  their  own  air- 
craft and  engines  along  their  own  lines, without  the  hajrpering  feeling  that  they 
must  conform  toa  definite  set  of  niles  in  order  to  gain  a certain  definite  object." 

It  is  stated  tha,t  following  Great  Britain’s  victory  in  the  Schneider  con- 
test of  1929,  announcement  was  made  that  the  British  Government  would  not  sup- 
port the  Duilding  of  new  machines  to  defend  the  Trophy,  nor  .would  service  pilots 
be  ma.de  available  to  fly  any  new  machines  that  might  be  produced.  Sometime  sub- 
sequent to  this  announcement,  Lady  Houston  came  forward  with  a magnificent  offer 
of  £100,000  towards  the  expense  of  building  new  machines  and  engines  and,  in 
vie\v  of  this  very  sporting  and  patriotic  action,  the  government  decided  to 
sanction  service  participation. 

Two  ne?;  machines  were  built  for  the  1931  contest  by  the  Supermarine  Aviation 
Works,  and  were  identified  as  S.  1595  and  S.1596.  One  of  the  two  machines  built 
expressly  for  the  1929  Sclmeider  contest,  the  Superaiarine  Rolls-Royce  S6A,H.243, 
was  available  for  the  1931  event.  Its  sister  ship,  the  S6A,  N.  247,  in  which 
Rlying  Officer  Waghorn  won  the  1929  Trophy  with  an  average  speed  of  323.63  miles 
per  hour,  was  wrecked  during  a practice  fii^it  a short  time  ago,  resulting  in 
the  death  of  Lieu.t.  G.L.  Brinton,  R.U. 

The  British  Schneider  Team  was  composed  of  Squadron  Leader  A.H.  Orlebar' 
(Caiptain  of  Team),  IlLight-Lieuts.  R.L.  Long,  J.IT,  Bootimian,  G.H.  Stainforth  and 
Rlying  Officer  L.S.  Snaith.  Rlight-Lieut . Boothman  was  chosen  to  fly  around  the 
Schneider  course.  FLIGHT  made  the  following  editorial  comment  in  this  regard: 

"We  understand  that  orders  w'ere  given  to  the  selected  pilot,  first,  to 
make  sure  of  winning  the  contest  by  completing  the  course;  secondly,  to  beat, if 
possible,  the  records  for  the  course  and  for  the  100-kilometers;  and,  thirdly, 
so  long  as  those  objects  v/ere  achieved,  to  run  iio  risks  whatever.  It  seems  that 
his  speed  was  restricted  by  his  water  temperatuf'e , but  it  is  possible  tliat  one 
of  the  other  machines  might  have  been  able  to  make  a higher  speed.  We  cannot 
help  supposing  that  if  a.  foreign  machine  had  also  been  flying  the  course  dur  man, 
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or  men,  would  have  hankied  closer  roxnid  the  pylons.  In  fact,  we  do  not  accept 
the  speed  which  was  returned  as  the  best  which  we  could  have  accomplished  if  we 
had  had  aiiy  definite  reason  to  try  to  do  "better. 

It  appears  that  FLIGHT  was  correct  in  its  assumption  tliat  the  new  seaplanes 
built  for  the  1931  Schneider  contest  were  capable  of  mahing  a better  speed 
record,  for  Flight-Lieut.  Stainforth,  flying  a 3-kilometer  straightaway  course 
shortly  following  Lieut.  Boothman’s  flight,  averaged  a speed  of  379.05  miles  per 
hour  - over  six  miles  a minutel 

Flight-Lieut.  Boothman's  speed  over  the  Schneider  course,  seven  laps  of  50 
kilometers  each,  total  350  kilometers,  or  217.48  land  miles  (188.86  sea  miles) 
was  as  follows; 

First  Lap  Second  Lap  Third  Lap  Fourth  Lap  Fifth  "Lap  Sixth  Lap  Seventh  Lap 

343.1  342.7  340.  338.3  339.3  339.4  337.7 

Average'  for  seven  laps,  340.08  miles  per  hour. 

In  gaining  the  distinction  of  traveling  at  the  fastest  rate  of  speed  ever 
achieved  by  mcrta-l  man.  Flight  .-Lieut.  Stainforth,  on  the  3-kilometer  straight- 
away course,  piloted  the  S.63,  S.  1596,  pow^*ed  with  the  racing  Holls-Eoyce 
engine.  Under  the  rules  he  \7as  allowed  to  dive  from  a height  of  1,300  feet, 
and  had  to  fly  the  course  at  a hei^t  of  not  less  than  50  meters  (164  feet). 
Stainforth  made  five  runs,  two  with  the  wind  and  three  against  it.  One  of  his 
runs  against  the  wind  was  not  figured  in  the  average.  His  dives  were  obviously 
made  so  as  to  obtain  the  very  utmost  speed  when  entering  the  course  and,  with 
this  end  in  view,  he  pulled  out  so  slowly  that  it  was  impossible  to  say  when  he 
started  to  do  so.  The  smoo times s with  which  he  decreased  his  altitude  from  some 
1200  feet  to  about  150  feet  was  plieromenal  to  watch. 

Above  him  there  was  the  offic3.al  "Atlas,"  carrying  the  sealed  barograph  and 
an  observer.  This  machine  flew  at  the  prescribed  height  of  400  meters  and  wit- 
nessed the  fact  that  Stainforth  did  not  start  his  dive  above  them.  This  v?as  an 
innovation,  for  it  was  found  tliat  the  acceleration  of  the  S6B  was  far  too  great 
to  allow  a barograph  to  function  satisfactorily  when  carried  in  it. 

Accurate  timing,  with  speed  records  constantly  mounting,  has  become  corres- 
pondingly more  difficult,  and  it  may  be  of  interest  to  quote  from  an  article  in 
FLIGHT  giving  a description  of  the  timing  ap^qaratus; 

"The  timing  apparatus  is  of  the  photographic  type,  and  now  that  these  have 
been  developed,  it  is  possible  to  issue  fully  authenticated  figures,  namely, 
379.05  m.p.h.  (610.01  k.p.h.).  The  figure  first  published  for  Flight-Lieut. 
Stainforth’ s record  fli^it  was  383.1  m..p.h.  Fnis  has  since  been  found  to  be  an 
error.  Tliis  first  figure  was  found  by  stop-watch  timing  and,  when  a machine  is. 
traveling  in  the  region  of  390  m.p.h.,  an  error  of  even  only  three-fifths  of  a 
second  wdll  make  a difference  of  some  15  ni.p.h.  , and  the  most  expert  timekeepers 
are  seldom  proof  against  an  error  of  this  size.  The  corrected  figures  were  ob- 
tained by  means  of  the  photographic  method,  wherein  t\70  cinema  cameras  are  used. 
These  cameras  not  only  record  the  passage  of  the  aircraft  at  either  end  of  the 
course  by  a continuous  series  of  photographs,  "Ixit  also  record  the  time  at  which 
each  exposure  is  made  in  terms  of  vibrations  of  a tuning  fork,  which  is  in  elec- 
trical connection  with  counters  in  both  cameras.  Even  this  method  will  shortly 
be  inadequate,  but  for  speeds  up  to  about  400  m.p.h,  there  cannot  be  an  error 
greater  tlian  one- twentieth  of  a second." 

In  four  runs  over  the  3-kilometer  course,  Flight-Lieut.  Stainforth  piloted 
his  craft  at  the  following  speeds;  First  Run,  373.85  m.p.h.;  Second  Run,  388.67 
m.p.h.;  Third  Run,  339.87  m.p.h.;  Fourth  Run,  383.81  m.p.h.;  average,  379.05 
m.p.h.  This  speed  record  exceeded  by  23.25  m.p.h.  the  one  established  by  Squad- 
ron Leader  Orlebar  in  1929.  A few  days  following  the  Schneider  contest  in  tloat 
year,  he  covered  the  3-kilometer  course,  twice  in  each  direction,  at  an  average 
speed  of  355.8  m.p.h.  Hot  satisfied  that  this  record  was  the  best  the  Super- 
marine Rolls-Royce  S.6  was  capable  of  mailing,  he  ma.de  another  attempt  over  the 
strai^t-line  course  sometime  later,  and  succeed.ed  in  raising  his  average  speed 
to  357.7  m.p.h.  It  was  predicted  that  this  record  would  be  eclipsed  by  one  of 
the  1931  Supermarine  Rolls-Royce  S.6B  machines  after  the  Schneider  Contest  and, 
in  the  light  of  sabsequ.ent  events,  it  appears  that  this  prediction  was  verified. 

It  was  lumored  that  a special  engine  would  be  put  in  the  ship  piloted  by 
Flight-Lier.t . Stainforth  and  tliat  a further  attempt  would  be  ma.de  to  boost  the 
strai^taway  3-kilometer  speed  record.  This  attempt  was  made  on  September  29th 
at  Calshot  and,  according  to  an  Associated  Press  diswatch,  Fli^t-Lieut. 
Stainforth  established  a new  speed  record  of  408.8  miles  an  hour.  Following  a 
prolonged  examination  and  comparison  of  the  judges*  checks,  the  speeds  for  the 
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four  successive  laips  were  given  as  follows:  415.2,  405.1,  409.5  and  405.4  miles 
per  hour. 

Truly  remarkable  strides  have  been  made  in  aircraft  performance  since  the 
first  Schneider  Trophy  contest  in  1913.  In  that  year  the  winner  of  the  trophy 
averaged  a speed  of  45.75  miles  per  hour.  In  a span  of  18  years  this  speed 
record  multiplied  itself  seven-fold.  More  remarkable  still  is  the  progress 
which  has  been  made  since  the  Schneider  Trophy  Eace  in  1925,  when  Limit.  James 
H.  Doolittle  (now  a Major  in  the  Air  Corps  Reserve)  the  winning  pilot,  averaged 
232.57  miles  per  hour.  At  that  time  this  speed  record  was  considered  a remark- 
able achievement.  In  a period  of  but  six  years,  aircraft  speed  performance  was 
increased  to  the  extent  of  108  miles  -per  hour. 

And  now  that,  through  the  genius  of  aeronautical  engineers,  a plane  with  a 
power  plant  has  been  designed  which  demonstrated  that  it  can  travel  at  the  un- 
precedented speed  of  408.8  miles  an  hour,  or  6-4/5  miles  per  minute ^ it  is  in- 

teresting to  indulge  in  a little  fanciful  figuring  for  the  benefit  of  the  man 
who  is  in  a hurry  to  get  to  places.  At  that  rate  of  speed,  one  could  make  the 

journey  of  225  miles  from  Washington  to  llevi  York  in  about  35  minutes.  One 

could  take  off  from  hew  York  after  luncheon,  say  one  o'clodi:,  for  a journey 
across  the  Am.erican  continent  involving  some  2500  miles,  and  find  himself  in 
San  Prancisco  shortly  after  seven  o'clock,  Ecustern  Standard  Time,  or  four 
o’clock  Pacific  Time^  He  would  be  faced  with  the  inconvenience  of  a belated 
dinner.  If  he  were  sportingly  inclined  and  desirous  of  witnessing  a big  foot- 
ball game  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  the  hew  Yorker  could  take  off  several  hours 
earlier,  say  ten  o’clock,  and  arrive  at  the  Golden  Gate  City  in  time  to  see  the 
opening  iDlay. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  speed  could  be  attained  by  the  seaplane 
piloted  by  Plight- Lieut.  Stainforth  if  it  were  converted  into  a land  plane  vdth 
the  added  f eater e of  a retractable  landing  gear. 

In  the  light  of  the  many  outstanding  fljuiig  achievements  during  1931,  one 
wonders  what  aviation  holds  in  store  for  us  in  the  future. 

oOo- — 

SCOTT  FIECiD  AIRMEN  ATTEND  AIRPORT  DEDICATION  AT  INDIANAPOLIS 

Fourteen  planes  from  Scott  Field,  Delleville,  111.,  were  flovm.  to  Indian^lis 
Ind. , in  connection  with  the  dedication  exercises  at  the  new  Manicipal  Airport  in 
that  city  on  September  26th  and  27th.  The  15th  Observation  Squadron  sent  a forma- 
tion of  12  planes,  headed  by  Captain  Wolcott  P.  Hayes,  while  two  free  lance  planes 
carried  Ifejor  John  P.  Duckworth,  Flight  Surgeon,  and  a photographer.  It  was  the 
first  formation  flying  for  the  Scaiadron  since  the  annual  maneuvers  in  the  Spring, 
and  the  performance  during  the  flight  and  at  the  dedication  exercises  were  very 
pleasing.  Returning  pilots  were  very  free  in  their  praise  of  the  new  airport. 

oCo 

EERAI'IDS  OF  MERCY  EY  ARJ.ff  PLANES  DURING  THE  BELIZE  DISASTER 

The  Belize,  British  Honduras,  tidal  disaster  was  brought  close  to  home  on 
September  16th,  when  vLiat  was  at  first  thought  to  be  an  Army  Sikorsky  crashed  in 
flames  ak  David,  Republic  of  Panama.  THto  O-lR^and  a Bomber  left  France  Field, 
Panama  Canal  Zone,  immediately  for  the  scene,  and  shortly  after  their  departure 
it  was  learned  that  the  ill-fa,ted  ship  was  a Naval  Sikorsky  loaded  with  600  pounds 
of  bandages  and  medical  supplies  for  thd  stricken  Honduras  section. 

The  trip,  some  300  air  miles,  was  made  in  three  hours  by  the  Array  planes, 
carrying  a doctor  and  medical  supplies.  The  Naval  authorities  were  profbise  in 
their  commendations  for  the  sp>eed  and  efficiency  in  which  the  Army  ships  were 
dispatched  to  the  scene  of  the  crash. 

Hie  Naval  plane,  carrying  a pilot,  Lieut.  C.K,  Langford,  and  a crew  of  three, 
crashed  shortly  after  taking  off  from  the  Pan-Aiiierican  Airways  Field  at  David. 

The  pilot,  co-pilot  and  mechanic  -were  killed,  and  the  radio  operator  v/as  fatally 
Injured,  dying  a short  time  later.  A Naval  Board  of  Investigation  found  the  cause 
of  the  eras?,  to  be  "Undetermined." 

- — oOo 

Grounp  Captain  L.J.  Fiennes,  Air  Attache  to  the  British  Enbassy,  and  Squadron 
Leader  A.  Ferrier,  of  the  Royal  Canadia.n  Air  Force,  recently  visited  Selfridge 
Field,  Mich, , and  expressed  themselves  as  being  very  much  interested  in  the  man- 
euvers and  formations  as  demonstrated  by  the  First  Pursu.it  Group. 
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AMIKL  StJEVSI  OF  PM-MEHICM  HIGHWAY  ROUTE 

'"A  flight  of  two  0-19C  air*planes,  flomi  hy  1st  Lieut.  A.Y.  Smith  and  2nd 
Lieut,  J.f,  McCoys  Air  Corps,  with  Staff  Sergeant  H.L.  Hackwith,  photograipher , 
and  Staff  Sgt,  J.J.  Leachey,  mechanic,  left  France  Field  recently  for  San  Jose, 
Costa  Rica,  _ This  flight  was  for  the  -pu-rpose  of  photographing  the  proposed  route 
of  the  Pan-'imerican  Highway  from  the  northern  houndary  of  Panama  to  the  ooundary 
of  Hicaragoa  near  Lake  Mcaragaa.  The  original  plans  called  for  a K~3  mosaic  of 
a strip  10  miles  vdde,  hut  due  to  the  cost,  over  one-half  of  the  area  through 
the  less  difficult  part  of  the  cotmtry  was  eliminated  and  later  iilans  were  made 
to  cover  the  eliminated  sections  with  a single  strip  of  either  K-3  or  T-2  pic- 
tures, depending  on  how  well  defined  the  route  was. 

On  arriving  in  San  Jose,  the  fli^t  reported  to  Mr.  D.  toxker  Brown,  the 
Bureau  of  Roads  Engineer,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  survey  and  who  had  traveled 
over  the  route  on  foot  and  horseqack.  He  was  most  anxious  to  obtain  iphotographs 
of  the  mountainous  sections,  so  work  was  started  along  the  continental  divide 
south  of  San  Jose,  Due  to  the  prevalence  of  cumulus  clouds  after  the  ground  had 
become  heated  by  the  sun,  it  was  necessary  to  take  all  photographs  as  early  in 
the  morning  as  possible.  That,  together  ?dth  the  impossibility  of  predicting 
the  weather,  made  it  necessaxy  for  the  'personnel  to  go  out  to  the  flying  field 
at  five  O'clock  each  morning.  This  enabled  the  -photographic  plane  to  be  over 
the  desired  area  at  15,000  feet  altitude  by  6j4:5,  by  which  time  it  was  light 
encUj^  to  start  taking  pictures,  except  where  the  mountain  shadows  were  very 
heavy.  It  was  seldom  possible  to  do  any  -photographic  work  after  9i00  a.m. , due 
to  the  formation  of  low  clouds. 

BetT/een  July  16th  and  August  17th,  several  successful  flights  were  made, 
during  which  time  between  eight  and  nine  rolls  of  film  were  exposed.  The  work 
was  then  suspended  until  the  next  dry  season  and  the  flight  returned  to  France 
Field.  0!he  areas  photographed  extended  from  Es'parta  to  San  Ramon,  and  from  the 
San  Jose  Yalley  between  £an  Jose  and  Cartago,  along  the  continental  divide  to 
the  Parrita  River  and  thence  along  the  west  slo-pe  of  the  divide  to  the  El  General 
Valley. 

The  12th  Photo  Section  is  now  laying  the  mosaics  of  the  above  areas  and 

making  extra  -prints  which  will  be  used  Tdth  a stereoscope  in  checking  the  route 

of  the  highway.  Last  January,  a mosaic  was  made  of  the  northern  section  of  the 
Panama  Division  of  the  highway  and,  as  soon  as  the  weather  is  more  favoi-able,  an 

effort  will  be  made  to  join  it  with  the  Costa  Rican  Section, 

— oOo — “ 

DEATH  -OF  LIEUTEHAIJT  CLSIvEHTS 

The  fatal  accident  on  September  23rd,  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  2nd 
Lieut.,  Valliam  B,  Clements,  Air  Cor-ps  Reserve,  was  a source  of  great  sorrow  to 
his  many  friends  in  the  First  Pursuit  Group.  Lieut.  Clements  was  a member  of 
the  flight  which  was  on  detached  service  at  Bolling  Field,  cooperating  with  anti- 
aircraft searchlights.  He  Y/as  ferrying  an  ai'rplane  to  Middletomi,  Pa.  , on  the 
afternoon  of  September  23rd,  when  he  crashed  at  Dickerson,  Md, 

Lieut . Clements  graduated  from  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Plying  School  at  Kelly 
Field,  Texas,  June  23,  1930,..  and  was  on  extended  active  duty  with  the  First 
Pursuit  Group  at  SelfXidge  Field  since,  that  time.  He  was  a promising  and  -person- 
able young  officer,  and  his  loss  to  the  service  by  his  untimely  death  is  severely 
felt. 

-—oOo— 

Lieut  .-General  Gustav  Dreszer,  Polish  Army;  his  aide-de-cam-p,  Lieut. -Col. 
Ladislas  Eyschadek;  and  the  Polish  Consul  for  Detroit,  I'ir.  Jan  Lech  I^szewski, 
visited  Selfridge  Field  Se-pt.  SOth,  and  were  entertained  by  Ivfejor  Geor^  H. Brett, 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  field.  They  were  then  shown  about  the  post  by  Major 
Brett  and  entertained  by  a demonstration  given  by  a flight  of  the  94th  Pursuit 
Squadron.  Thia  flight,,  led  by  Lieut.  Harry  A,  Johnson,  demonstrated  tactical 
position  and  maneuvers,  which  proved  very  interesting  to  General  Dreszer. 

On  the  following. morning  a compo.site  squadron  of  18  -planes  conducted  their 
morning  training  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Detroit  Yacht  Club  on  Belle  Isle,  There 
General  Dreszer  and  his  party  were  to  be  at  that  time.  The  flying  Included  tac- 
tical formation  dis-position  and  maneuvers  as  undertaken  by  a complete  squadron. 
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M DSPiSTMT  OPlDERS  APPECTIITG  AIE  COHPS  OFFICERS 

CHA-UG-ES  OF  SHATIONt  To  Rocl::well  Field,  Calif.;  J.fejor  Diotnas  Del.  Milling, 
Instr.  , Colo,  Fatl.  Guard,  Denver,  for  duty  at  Eockiwell  Air  Depot;  1st  Lt. Carlyle 
H.  Ridenour,  Wright  Field,  for  duty  as  representative  of  Inspection  Division, 
O.C.A.C.,  in  Rockwell  Air  Depot  Control  Area. 

To  Ivfe-rch  Field,  Calif. ; 2nd  Lt.  Forrest  L.  Seville,  Brooks  Field;  Texas. 

To  Crissy  Field,  Calif.;  2nd  Lt.  Donald  W.  Titus  from  Hawaiian  Department. 

To  Bolling  Field,  D.C.;  gnd  Lt.  Elvin  F.  Maughan  from  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

To  Fort  Bragg,  H.C.;  1st  Lieut.  Sheldon  3.  Edwards  from  Brooks  Field. 

To  Aberdeen  Proving  Ground,  Md. ; 1st  Lt.  Leslie  A.  SldLnner,  from  Philip- 
pines. Detailed  to  the  Ordnance  Department, 

To  Randolph  Field.  Texas;  Iviajor  Laurence  F.  Stone  from  Duncan  Field;  1st  Lt. 
Benjamin  T.  Starkey  and  2nd  Lt.  Ralph  P.  Swofford,  Jr.,  from  Advanced  Flying 
School,  Kelly  Field. 

To  I./iaxvrell  Field.  Ala.  ; 1st  Lt . Wendell  3.  McCoy  from  Kav/aiian  Dept,;  1st 
Lt . Sigrirond  F,  Landers  from  Brooks  Field 

To  To  clinical  School,  Chaimte  Field,  111.;  1st  Lt.  James  W,  Spry,  Chanute 
Field,  for  duty  as  student,  lyfeiintenance  Engineering  Course. 

To  Panama  Canal  Dent.  ; 2iid  Lt . Heal  E.  Ausman,  from  Advanced  Flying  School, 
Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

To  Brooks  Field,  Texas;  2nd  Lt.Carl  A.  Brandt  from  Adv,  Flying  School.  22, 

To  Wright  Field,  Ohio;  1st  Lt . Wm.  J.  Hanlon,  Langley  Field,  effective  3-15-^ 

To  Laaigley  Field,  Ya.;  1st  Lt . George  F.‘  Schulgen.  Previous  orders  revoked. 

ORDERS  REVOKED;  Assignment  of  2nd  Lt.  David  R.  Cibbs,  Advanced  Flying  School, 
Kelly  Field,  to  Mather  Field;  assignment  1st  Lt.  James  G-.  Pratt,  Langley  Field, 
to  panama. 

RELIEVED  FROM  DETAIL  TO  THE  AIR  CORPS;  Ma-jor  Oscar  W.  G-riswold  to  the  24th 
Infantry,  Port  Benning,  Ga. ; 2nd  Lt.  Charles  E.  Beauchamp  to  2nd  Inf.,  Fort  Wa-yne, 
Mich.;  2nd  Lt.  Morton  E.  Tov7ner  to  Inf,,  2nd  Division,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas; 

2nd  Lt.  Thomas  Kent  to  2nd  Division  with  station  at  Fort  Francis  S,  Warrem  Wyo.; 
2nd  Lt.  Lee  B.  Washbourne  to  13th  Engineers,  Fort  Humphries,  Va, 

DETAILED  TO  THE  AIR  CORPS,  and  to  Randolph  Field,  Texas,  for  flying  training: 
2nd  Lieut,  Franlc  Kawalski,  Jr.  Quartermaster’s  Department. 

PROMOTIONS ; Lieut, -Col,  Frank  P.  Lalm  to  Colonel,  rank  from  October  1,  1931; 
Captain  Donald  P.  Muse  to  Major,  rank  from  October  1,  1931;  1st  Lieut.  Benjamin 
B»  Cassidy  to  Captain,  rank  from  Sept.  15,  1931;  1st  Lieuts.  Charles  Y.  Banfil, 
^ron  R.  Wood,  Robert  T.  Cronau,  Isaac  J.  Williams,  Clarence  E.  Shankle,  Donald 
L.  Bnmer,  Lloyd  C.  Blackburn,  Audrey  B.  Ballard,  Samuel  W.  VanMeter  to  Captain, 
rank  from  October  1,  1931;  2nd  Lt.  Tamer  A.  Sims,  Jr,  to  1st  Lieut.,  rank  from 
Sept,  1,  1931;  2nd  Lt  . Alfred  H.  Johnson  to  1st  Lieut. , rank  from  Oct,  2,  1931. 

RETIREMENTS ; 1st  Lieut,  James  Ilannery,  Brooks  Field,  to  proceed  to  his  hons ; 
1st  Lieut.  MaXT/ell  W,  Balfour,  Mitchel  Field,  to  retired  list  with  rank  of  Capt., 
October  31,  1931, 

oOo 

SELFRIDGE  FIELD  FLYERS  RETURN  FROM  1IATI0NA.L  AIR  RACES 

Tile  1st  Pursuit  Group,  Self  ridge  Field,  Mich.  , returned  to  their  home  sta- 
tion Sept,  7th,  after  having  spent  ten  days  at  the  National  Air  Races  atCleveland, 
Ohio,  between  August  29th  and  Sept.  7th.  Mujor  George  H.  Brett  was  in  command, 
and  Major  Gerald  E.  Brower  commanded  and  led  the  Group.  Tito  composite  squadrons 
of  18  P-12’s  each,  and  known  respectively  as  the  Red  and  Black  Squadrons,  put  on 
a 30-minutG  tactical  demonstration  on  each  day  of  the  Races. 

Tuesday,  Sept.  1st,  was  known  as  "Army  Day,"  and  ivas  marred  by  one  accident, 
Lieut.  Thayer  S.  Olds,  of  the  36th  Pursuit  Squadron,  was  forced  to  "bail  out" 
when  his  XP-12  plane  started  to  shake  to  pieces,  due  to  structural  failure.  Lt. 
Olds  landed  safely  in  his  parachute  in  Lake  Erie,  about  fifty  feet  from  the 
shore.  The  only  inconvenience  he  suffered  was  a slight  wetting. 

On  Saturday,  Sept,  5th,  the  Selfridge  Field  Trio,  Imown  as  the  "Three 
Turtles,"  and  composed  of  Lieuts.  John  S.  Griffith,  H.H,  VanAuken  and  Robert  W. 
Burns,  put  on  a 20-minute  demonstration  of  -precision  flying.  All  Selfridge 
Field  personnel  were  delighted  when  Major  James  H.  Doolittle,  former  Army  pilot, 
broke  the  transcontinental  record,  and  were  strongly  pulling  for  him  to  win  the 
Thompson  Trouhy  Race. 
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piffisuiiKsns'  :aig  pmirriPji'Tions  for  sea.rch  missions. 

The /aiiiiiial  season  2lt;' Self  ridg6  Field,  'Mt-  Clemehs,  Mich.,  for  the  search 
;for  missing  hoats  lias  finally  commehfiea.  :^e.r  since  the  Army  flyers  have  been 
’stationed  oh  'the  shores  of  Lal-ce  St.  Clair,  the  period  between  September  and 
iTovember,  at  which  time  the  Lalce  freezes,  has  been  noted  for  the  ai^ionnt  of  calls 
: ’whidr  are  made  on  the  flying  personnel  to  search  for  missing  boats,  ihese  calls 
are  generally  one  or  two  a week.  'Eiey  are  alavays  cheerfully  coirplied  with,  a,!- 
'thou^  in  most  cases,  about  fifteen  minutes  after  the  search  flight  takes  off, 

'a  phone  call  will  be  received  in  the  O-peratioris  Office  stating  that  the  missing 
boat  has  been  found.  Hie  First  Pursuit  Group,  hoT/ever,  is  always  glad  to  co- 
. operate  in  relief  missions  of  this  character. 

oOo- — 

FOURTH  OBSERVATION  SQUARRON  SCORES  HIGH  IN  FLYING  TIME 

As  the  n^.onth  of  August  came  to  close,  the  4th  Observation  S^adron  estab- 
lished a new  high  flying  record  cf  289  aircraft  hours,  which  were  flo’^m  with  an 
average  of  six  shi.ps  in  commission  during  the  month.  The  Scpaadroh  performed  va- 
rious tactical  training  missions,  including  several  Wing  maneuvers  and  reviews. 
Approximately  103  hours  were  sr^ent  in  cooperative  missions  v;ith  the  64th  Coast 
Artillery  (Anti-Aircraft)  and  Hawaiian  Division,  which  included  day  and  ni^it 
flying  in  towing  targets  for  the  practice  of  Anti-Aircraft  batteries.  In  mis- 
sions x^e^rformed  for  the  Hawaiian  Division,  the  planes  were  assigned  to  Observa- 
tion and  reconnaissance  work,  involving  the  use  of  signaling  devices  and  radio. 
All  cooperative  missions  were  verj?"  successful. 

oOo 

INACTIVE  RSSEirv’SS  RESmE  FLYING  TRAINING  AT  SELFRIDGE  FIELD 

The  Air  Corps  Reserve  Unit  near  Detroit,  the  107th  Observation.  Squadron, 
resumed  their  weekly  training  at  Self  ridge  Field,  Mich.  , on  Sexitember  13th,  Per- 
manent -personnel  of  the  port  are  very  -proud  of  this  organization,  due  to  the 
fact  that  every  Sunda-y  and  Wednesday  throu^out  the  year,  weather  conditions 
permitt'ing,  they  re-port  to  the  field  for  flying  training.  This  organization  num- 
bers among  its  -personnel  some  ve-ry  expert  x)ilots.  rseii  who  flew  during  the  War, 
and,  although  now  engaged  in  dther  occu-xations , still  desire  - at  great  incon- 
venience to  themselves  - to  retain  their  flying  ability  so  as  to  be  of  service 
to  their  country  in  any  future  emergency. 

— -oOo ... 

NIGHT  FLYING  BY  CALIFORNIA  NA.TIClliL  GUARD  AIRMEN 

The  new  Douglas  0-38  Observation  x^lanes  of  the  40th  Division  Aviation, 
California  National  Guard,  e.re  fully  ecuip^ed  for  night  flying.  . Tnis  is  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Califo'i'nia  National  (kiard  that  this  Squadron 
has  had  five  service  t3p)e  x^lp-iies  ?dth  equ-ix')ment  for  night  work.  The  training 
this  year  requires  that  each  officer  com-plete  a 10-hour  coiirse  of  flying  in- 
struction for  night  reconnaissance.  Tne  course  includes  the  following; 

1.  Check  hop,  one  ho’ur.  Includes  flying  and  landing  with  an  instructor 
in  at  least  three  fields. 

2.  Cross-coimtry,  solo,  5 hours.  Each  pilot  to  follow  Department  of  Com- 

merce airway,  make  a landing  in  a designated  emergency  field,  a.nd  return  to  home 
station.  ' 

3.  Formation,  2 hours,  S-shi-p  formation,  using  flash  light  signals, 

4.  Commonication,  2 hours,  using  radio  and  pyrotechnics. 

This  instruction  is  carried  on  und.3r  the  close  supervision  of  the  o-perations 
officer.  Each  pilot  com-pleting  the  course  is  fully  qualified  to  night 

missions,  which  should  greatly  increase  the  efficiency  and.  effectiveness  of  the 
squadron  in  event  of  an  emergency.  With  this  nev/  and  up-^to-date  ec[akpment,  the 
squadron  will  be  prepared  to  send  a mission  any  T)lace,  night  or  day,  equip'ped 
with  a full  military  load  of  machine  guns,  bombs  and  radio. 

— — oOo 

Rockwell  Field  sent  7 Bombers  and  13  Pursuit  x^lanes  to  Los  Angeles  on  Sept. 
12th,  These  ships  were  flown  in  drills  and  maneuvers  over  Mines  Field  as  the 
Air  Corps  contribution  to  the  "La  Fiesta'"  festival  then  in  full  swing  at  Los 
Angeles. 
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One  of  the  important  reasons  for  .the  recent  improvements  in  the  perform- 
ance of  military  aircraft  has  teen  the  increase  in  engine  power  permitted  by 
the  improvement  in  fuel  specifications.  American  engines  built  for  commercial 
operation  are  very  conservati’vely  rated  becau.se  of  the  very  poor  anti-knock 
characteristics  of  some  of  the  aviation  fuel  available  in  this  country.  The 
latter,  while  constituting  only  a small  proportion  of  the  fuel  generally  sup- 
plied, has  anti-knock  characteristics  Vv’-hich  are  even  inferior  to  those  of 
good  regular  automobile  fuel.  The  recent  Army  specifications  call  for  an 
anti-knock  rating  of  87-octane  which  is  the  equivalent  rating  of  a mixture  of 
87  per  cent  octane  and  13  per  cent  heptane  --  the  former  being  a very  good 
anti-knock,  and  the  latter  a poor  one.  This  has  permitted  a distinct  increase 
in  compression  ratio  and  supercharging  pressure,  resulting  in  lauch  improved 
power  without  sacrifice  in  reliability • in  comirercial  types  of  engines. 

« It  has  been  stated  that  the  17right  J-6  air-cooled  radial  engine  of  975 

, cubic  inches  rated  at  300  hp  for  commercial  use,  may  be  rated  at  400  hp,  with- 
out sacrifice  of  reliability,  by  increasing  the  compression  ratio  and  super- 
charger speed  and  using  fuel  of  suitable  knock  rating.  In  the  recent 
Cleveland  Air  Races  several  examples  of  this  engine  and. the  Pratt-tihitney 
".Wasp  Junior”  engine  of  -985  cubic  inches  were  in  use  which  were  stated  to 
develop  over  500  hp  at  increased  revolutions. 

The  Army  also  specifies  a maximum  vapor  pressure  for  service  fuel  in 
order  to  eliminate  "vapor  lock.”  This  effect  is  manifested  in  fuel  lines 
which  are  subject  to  reduced  pressures  due  to  the  lifting  of  fuel  from  a 
tarlc  into  a fuel  pump,  and  is  caused  by  the  fuel  vaporizing  in  the  line, 
thus  causing  the  pump  to  stop  lifting  fuel. 


The  Genero.l  Streo-mline  Tire 


As  the  result  of  experiments  conducted  by  the  General  Rubber  Company  and 
Wright  Field,  a low-pressure  tire  of  improved  aerodyno-mlc  characteristics  has 
been  developed.  The  tire  is  of  roughly  triangular  cross  section  when  deflated, 
the  rim  being  the  base  of  the  triangle  and  tlie  tread,  the  point,.  Wlien  in- 
flated the  triangle  rounds  out  somewhat,  but  at  no  point  is  the  tire  wider 
than  its  rim.  The  wheel  is  faired  in  with  the  tire,  making  a very  smooth 
assembly.  Aerodynamically  it  compares  very  favorably  v/ith  the  conventional 
type  of  wheel  and  tire  fitted  vvith  stream.line  "spats.”  It  also  eliminates 
the  weight  and ■ maintenance  difficulties  of  the  "spats." 

The  Kellet  K-8  Autogiro 

A Kellet  K-2  Autogiro,  fitted  x\rith  the  7-cylinder  ICO-hp  Continental 
radial  air-cooled  engine  has  been  at  Wright  Field  ai.id  has  been  undergoing 
inspection  and  performance  testing.  . 

The  Boeing  XB-901  . 

This  bombardment  airplane,  having  two  Rratt-Yi/hitney  "Hornet"  engines 
of  575  hp  each,  was  recently  tested  at  Yv'right  Field  and  showed  a very  satis- 
factory improvement  in  performance ' over  standard.  It  is  an  all-metal,  low- 
wing  cantilever  monoplane  having  a mdnocoque  fuselage  and  retractable  land- 
ing chassis.  The  engine  nacelles  are  very  carefully  stroamilined  into  the 
•wihgs  and  the  engines  have  anti-drag  cowlings.  Several  examples  of  this 
airplane  with  various  types  of  engines  have  been  ordered  for  service  test. 
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The  World*  s Distance  .Record  ■ ■ L '■ 

3^  flying  from  New  York  to.-Istarilnil , ,']fc.rkey,  a distance  of  5,000  miles? in 
49  hours-,  ¥x,  John  Folando  and  Mr,  Bussel  Boardman  set  a new  world's  distance 
record,  heating  the  former  record  of  4912, 'miles  set  hy  IM,  Ciste  ahd  Bellonte. 
They  flew  a Bellanca  airplane,  with  a 300-hp  Wright  engine,  Tiieir  flight  was  a 
masterpiece  of  careful  pia,nniBig  and  imvitmtion,  and  is  a great  credit  to  their 
lolane-  and  engine.  It  is  quite  noteworthy  that  this  was  a practically  standard 
commercial  airplane  and  engine,,  and  a radial  air-cooled  engine  of  only  300  h.p. 
at  that,  whereas  the  French  record  was  made  with  a special  airplane  with  a 600 
h.p*  water-cooled  engine. 

The  Sikorsk?/-  S~40  Arrohlbian 

The  world's  largest  amphibian  airplane  was  flown  recently  hy  the  Sikorsky 
Company.  It  wei^s  34,000  pounds,  has  a span  of  115  feet,  a useful  load  of 
12,000  pounds,  and  a speed  of  130  m.p.h.  It  is  powered  "by  four  375  h.p,  Pratt- 
Whitney  "Hornet"  engines.  It  has  a carrying  capacity  for  40  persons. 


The  National  Air  Races 

There  were  numerous  developments  of  technical  interest  shown  at  the  races 
this  year,  Ife-jor  Doolittle *w  winning  of  the  Bendix  Trophy  and  hrealcing  of  the 
transcontinental  record  was  notowortliy.  He  averaged  250  ia.p.h.  from  Santa  Monica, 
Calif, ? to  New  York,  and  then  hopped  hack  to  Cleveland,  rather  convincingly  de- 
monstrating- the  reliahility  of  his  high-speed  airplane  and  engine.  The  plane 
was  a Laird  "Solution"  Biplane,  with  thin,  v/ire-hraced  \7ings,  fitted  with  a 500 
h.p,  "Wasp  Junior"  direct- drive  engine.  He  fitted  a geared  engine  for  the 
Thompson  Trophy  race,  hut  failed  to  complete  the  course. 

The  fastest  time  of  the  races  was  made  hy  Mr.  Lowell  Beyles  in  a Gee-Bee 
sportster  with  a Wasp  Junior  engine,  which  averaged  267  m.p.h.  on  the  strai^t- 
away  for  a new  American  record.  Tliis  is  a loT>-wing  monoplane  with  thin  wire-hrac- 
ed,  wings.  It  won' the -Tnompson  ra.'ce  at  236- m.p.h.  Another  noteworthy  accomplish- 
ment T/as  the  speed  of  167  m.p.h.  made  hy  John  Livingston  in  a Mono  coupe  with  a 
Warner  engine  of  110  nominal  h.p,  Tnis  is  a truly  remarlcaole  achievement  for  a 
two-seat  cabin  airplane  with  a radial  air-cooled  engine  of  this  size. 

Amongst  the  members  of  the  International  Team,  the  Polish  PZL-6  pursuit 
airplane  .was  of  particular  interest.  This  is  a gall- wing,  strat-hraced  mono- 
plane, very  carefully  streamlined,  of  all-metal  construction.  It  has  a Bristol- 
Jupiter  engine,  of  British  make,  of  about  450  h.p.  It  ha.s  a very  good  hi^i 
speed,  and  demonstrated  its  maneuverahil3 ty  very  convincingly. 

IToto:  Foreign  Aviation  Eevelopments  will  appear  in  the  next  issue. 


Ordnance 
Demonstration 
at-  Aberdeen  ' 
(From  Page  359) 


— — oOo— — 

manufacturer  of  these  ma. chinos,  t?ais  including  the  usual  hair- 
raising  vertical  descent  landings  v/hicli  are  quite  the  ordinary 
thing  for  the  aatogiro® 

Okie  clirn£-i,x  of  the  flying  show  came  when  four  parachute 
tal:en  aloft  in  a Ford  Transport,  piloted  by  Ca^Dt. Eugene 
Eabanlc  ox  angley  Field,  leaped  out  of  the  ship  ahd  made  synthetic  caterpillars 
of  themselves.  These  aerial  dare-devils  were  Privates  M.  Komu,  H.J.  O'Donnell 
and  B.D,  Dunlap  of  Langley  Field,  and  W.A.  Milligan  of  Phillips  Field,  All  of 
them  landiid  sa.f ely. 

After  the  flying  exhibitions,  the' spectators  Were  given  an  opportunity  to 
inspect  the  many  types  of  aircraft  which  visiting  pilots  had  brought  in  to  the 
field,  ivlajor  H.C.  Minton,  Ordnance  Department,  made  the  ahhoun cements  of  events 
over. the  pabiic  adck’ess  'system,  ' 

Air  Corps  pilots  participatin'  in  the  various  events  were  as  follov/s? 

Frpm  gdpwood  Arsenal : Lieut.  Reuben  C.  Hood.  . , : 

^^SBL^fnjglg^Field ; Lieut s Stanley  M.  ‘Uriistead  and  Robt  .K.  Giovannoli,  .. 

Lieuts.  R.  0.  Cork  and  Francis  X.  Kelly  (Reserve). 

„ Field;  Ca-ptain  Chas.  B.  DeShields,  Lieut.  H.F.  McCaffery  and 

Sergean.t  Srnink. 

Captain  Lotha  A.  Smith,  Lieuts.  ,¥nu  C.,  Mills.,  K.R, 
Crosher,  L.J.  Fairbanks  (Res.)  and  E.Y.  Robnett  (lies).  Lieuts,  Mills  and  Crosher 
were  the  smoke  screen  pilots. 

■ Field ; Captain  Higene  Eananlc,  Lieuts.  L.S,  Kuter,  E.P.  O'Keefe, 
and  Roland  O.S.  Akre,  Air  Corps,  Lieut.  .Wm.  D.  Harrison,  Air  Cone’s,  and  Lieuts. 
H.W.  Regan,  E.D.  Shannon,  ' C,  C . Foxworth,  F.A.  Wil'us,  3.S.  Tatum,  T.L.  Taylor, 

R.P,  Doolittle  and  R.C,  Hughes,  Air  Corps  Reserve. 
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an  extra  point.  ITlie  verj”-  next  pla^,  Halligan^s  pnnt  was 
again  Dio  eked  across  their  goal  line.  ■ She  'heJ.l  was  recovered  by  ]),laxey  and 
Langley  had  missed  another  score  by  inches. 

After  an  exchange  or  pmits  and  retrirn  by  Cornwall  to  the  7- yard  line  and 
can^t  from  behind  by  Maxey,  r.angley  Tracked  the  punch  to  put  it  over.  Again  an 
intercepted  pass  by  Smith  came  within  a few  yards  of  scoring, 

Qp<?„rtei"baGk  Smith  played  an  outstanding  game  for  Langley  and  figured  large- 
ly in  nearly  every  play.  The  T-angley  line  handled  the  heavy  Indian  front  wall 
with  ease  and  broke  through  often  to  smear  Led  in  his  tracks.  Halligarls 

work,  before  leaving  the  game  on  account  of  injuries,  stood  out  for  Ulilliom  and 
Iv!ary.  Tlie  demon  Uaxey,  individual  hi^i  point  scorer  of  the  South,  All-American 
Mention,  found  little  chance  to  get  going  this  afternoon,  the  line  breaking 
throu^  repeatedly  and  throwing  for  losses.  He  liad  to  satisfy  himself 

with  several  nice  gains. 

Line-up  - Ls/iuyviy;  EE,  Kovelski;  HT,  Holmes;  SG,  Jeannette;  C,  Better: 

LG,  Eozze;  LT,  Piper;  LS,  Sonn;  q;b,  Kerr;  EH,  Howard;  LH,  Worthington -.EB, Collins 
William  and  M-iry:  HE,  Johnson;  HT,  Syer;  EG,  Quirk;  C,  Ayers;  LG,  Douglas; 

LT,  Meade;  LE,  Halligan;  Q;e,  Tatlhill;  EH,  Maxey;  LH,  Lacroix;  F. B. , Constantine. 


The  Campbell  College  football  team,  which  held  Langley  Field  to  a 6 - 0 
score  last  year,  failed  to  create  ranch  of  an  impression  upon  the  I^angley  Field 
Aviators  on  Saturday,  Sepc.  26th,  and  went  down  to  defeat  by  a score  of  20  - 0. 
The  visitors  had  a heavy  and  xugged  team  but  lacked  the  experience  and  skill  of 
Captain  Usher’s  flying  aggregation.  Tiie  Aviators  were  not  obliged  to  extend 
themselves,  sewing  up  the  game  in  the  opening  cfimrter  when  two  touchdowns  were 
scored. 

The  contest  got  under  way  at  2jS0  o’clock  under  torrid  weather  conditions. 
After  several  minutes  of  play,  Kerr,  on  a -prettily  executed  reverse  triple  pass, 
raced  30  yards  to  a touchdown.  Hetrick  failed  to  kick  the  goal.  Later  in  the 
quarter,  Smith,  on  an  end  ran,  tallied  Langley’s  second  touchdown.  Hetrick 
kicked  the  goal.  Tliere  was  no  scoring  in  the  secend  and  third  quarters, 
Langley  worked  the  ball  'near  the  end  of  the  third  quarter  to  the  7- yard  line, 
but  lost  it  on  downs.  In  the  closing  quarter  and  v/ith  only  two  minutes  to  "play, 
Kerr  ran  back  a kick  from  midfield  and 'Worthington  carried  the  ball  over  from 
the  10“ yard  line.  Hetrick  added  the  extra  point,  raising  the  score  to  20  for 
Langley  Field. 

. Tire  visitors  played  well  on  the  defensive  but  could  do  little  when  they 
had  the  ball  in  their  uossession. 
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•r  ' ’ ■ ■ ■ --6O0- — ' ' ' ■ ■ 

vFicliols  Field,  P. I„ , Aup:,  51st; 

■Jupiter  Pluvius  spent  tlie  months  of  June  and  July  in  "travel  outside  the 
department",  Judging  by  the  feeble  output  from  his  rninionSa  \fhen  he  returned 
on  Aug.  1st,,  he  bucked  his  outfit  up  in  no  uncertain  terms  and  produced  36 
inches  of  rain  in  a week,-  Boots  and  bancas  by  the  right  flank! 

Two  Amphibians  went  south  on  July  31st  to  speed  up  General  Parker's  sur- 
vey, They  finished  their  work  in  about  3 days,  and  came  home  two  weeks  later 
with  long  tales  about  too  much  ice  and  snow  to  fish,  broken  anchor  ropes,  Am- 
phibians on  the  rocks,  all  night  taxi  rides,  etc. 

Major  John  B.  Brooks,  comirahding  this  station,  made  a formal  inspection  of 
all  transportation  on  August  29tho  With  the  big  Liberty  tracks  on  the  right, 
all  28  vehicles  were  aligned,  graduated  in  size  down  to  the  passenger  cars  and 
motorcycles.  One  hour  before  the  time  scheduled  for  inspection,  Sgt.  Bert  0. 
Craft,  our  truckmaster,  suffered  a fractured  collar  bone  when  thrown  from  his 
motorcycle  in  an  attempt  to  avoid  a civilian  automobile.  His  duties  of  last 
minute  preparations  were  competently  filled  by  his  assistant,  Cpl.  Harold  J. 
Halterman  of  the  2nd  Observation  Squadron, 

Promptly  at  11  o'clock,  the  Comman.ding  Officer  put  in  his  appearance  and 
a minute  and  detailed  inspection  of  each  vehicle  and  its  operator  ensued,  MaJ . 
Brooks,  after  completing  his  45  minutes  inspection,  called  all  the  transporta- 
tion personnel  together  and  expressed  his  satisfaction  in  results  obtained  and 
the  manifestation  of  thorough  cooperation  between  drivers,  mechanics  and  offi- 
cers in  charge. 

Hawaiian  Air  Depot,.  Luioe  Field,  T.H, , Sept,  8th: 

On  Aug.  12th,  MaJ. -Gen,  Tiin.  Lassiter  inspected  the  Hawaiian  Air  Depot  and 
was  well  pleased  with  the  operation  of  all  of  its  activities.  The  inspection 
Was  follO'.Ted  by  a systeWiatic  fire  drill,  with  efficient  results. 

On  Ju].y  30th,  Ca,pt.  Byron  T,  Burt  and  Lieut.  P.H.  Robey  flew  to  the  Island 
of  Hawaii  in  connection  with  the  installation  of  the  new  fueling  facilities  at 
Upolu  Point  landing  field.  Work  on  this  project  is  progressing  rapidly^  and 
when  completed  it  will  be  a great  asset  to  the  Air  Corps  in  -those  islands. 

The  Supply  Section  of  the  Hawaiian  Air  Depot  is  still  in  the  .process  of 
consolidation.  Vast  improvement  has  been  shown  in  the  warehouse  in  particular, 
where  things  now  present  a systematic  appearance.  Two  A-3  B airplanes  were  re- 
ceived from  the  mainland  Aug,  35th.  ^ 

Tlie  Engine  Repair  Section  overha-'rled  a total  of  seven  engines  duning  Aug- 
ust, viz:  6 V-1150  and  one  R-1750-3. 

The  Aero  Repair  accomplished  major  overhaul  for  Ap.gust  on  2 A-3  B and  2 
0-19  B planes. 

During  August,  the  Final  Assembly  Department  completed  and  delivered  nine- 
teen airplanes  in  the  following  classifications:  12  minor  overhauls,  2 major 
overhauls,  5 major  assemblies,  of  the  new  Keystone  3-5A  type  Bombers, 

Although  the  number  of  engines  overhauled  for  the  past  month  is  belo’w  the 
average,  the- Engine  Repair  Section  was  not  on- "furlough" , for  during  this  period 
this  Section  spent  much  tim.o  in  general  maintenance  and  shop  maintenance.  In 
addition  to  this,  50C0  aircraft  sp-rk  plugs  were  overhauled,  and  a gasoline 
storage  shed  was  constructed  for  use  of  the  Engine  Repair  Section. 

Fifth  Composite  Group.  L-uir:e  Field.  T.H. : 

Flying  training  for  the  month  of  August  consisted  of  aerial  gunnery,  bomb- 
ing, aerial  photography,  aerial  reconnaissance,  cross-co-ontry  formation  and  night 
flying,  coram'oni  cat  ions  flights,  aerial  navigation,  instrument  flying,  tactical 
exercises  and  cooperation  with  other  branches  of  the  service. 

On  Aug,  7th,  -this  group  sent  a flight  -of  12  bombers  and  12  0-19 ' s to  TiTheel- 
er  Field  for  the  purpose  of  participating  in  an  inspection  of  aircraft  and  per- 
sonnel and  a Wing  Review  .conducted  by  the  Commanding  General,  Hawaiian  Depart- 
ment,and  the  Commanding  Officer,  18th  Composite  Wing,- 
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On  Aug.  21st,  this  group  consisting  of  9 Borabers  and  13  0-19’ s,  participat- 
ed in  a Wing  Tactical  Exercise,  led  07  the  Wing  Gornmander,  for  the  purpose  of  1 
securing  training  in  coordinated  action  and  defense  against  attack  by  Pursuit 
aviation.  Upon  completion  of  the  exercise  all  planes  effected  a landing  at  j 

ITheeler  Eield  for  a critique  by  the  Wing  Cormnander  before  returning  to  Luke 
Field,  [ 

On  Aug.  10th,  two  caterpillars  were  introduced  into  om"'  midst  when  the 
Bomber  in  which  Pnd  Lieut.  Donald  S.  Meade,  Air  Res.,  pilot,  and  Pvt,  James  D. 
Koons,  72nd  Bombardment  Squadron,  mechanic,  were  flying  in  a formation  of  four 
Bombers  crashed  into  Opaeula  Gulch  on  the  Koolau  mountain  range.  Aside  from 
receiving  minor  scratches  from  the  well  knovm  guava  bushes,  neither  Lieut, 

Meade  nor  Pvt,  Zoons  sufferod  any  ill  effects  from  their  experience, 

2nd  Lieut,  and  Mrs,  Pay  0,  Dice,  A.C,,  were  recent  arrivals  at  this  station 
aboard  the  U.S.A.T.  "Somme",  Lieut.  Dice  was  assigned  to  the  4th  Observation 
Squadron, 

1st  Lieut,  and  Mrs,  Harold  P,  Rouse,  A,C.,  departed  for  the  mainland,  aboard, 
the  U.S.A.T,  "Somire",  on  Aug,  19th.  Lieut,  Rouse  was  assigned  to  duty  at  March 
Field,  Riverside,  Calif, 

During  August  the  4th  Observation  Squadron  was  busj/  painting  and  varnishing 
also  decorating  ships  with  the  new  insignia,  the  results  which  can  readily  be 
seen  in  the  appearance  of  the  0-19 ’s. 

The  50th  Squadron  was  kept  busy  flying  tow  target  missions  for  the  Coast 
Artillery,  for  their  Anti-aircraft  in  connection  with  their  firing  practice. 
Instrument  flying  has  taken  prominence  this  month  with  all  pilots  trying 
their  hands  at  it,  Hev;  equipment  is  being  tried  out  and  appears  satisfactory 
for  this  ViTork  except  for  a few  minor  changes. 

On  Aug,  10th  one  of  cur  ships  was  flown  on  a reconnaissance  mission  by  a 
pilot  of  another  squadron  to  locate  a crashed  bomber  and  was  landed  in  a plowed 
field.  Due  to  hea\^  rains,  the  field  beceme  mug.gj/  and  the  plane  hit  a telephone 
pole  on  the  take-off,  crashing  the  two  right  wings.  The  pilot  and  mechanic 
suffered  no  injuries  but  the  plane  had  to  be  dismantled  and  brought  back  to 
Luke  Field  by  the  Repair  truck. 

For  the  second  consecutive  year,  the  23d.  Squadron  took  the  Inter -squadron 
volleyball  league  championship,  losing  only  one  contest.  Supremacy  v:as  shovm 
in  this  sport  from  the  start  as  the  team  flashed  across  the  line  with  such 
scores  as  15  to  5,  and  15  to  5,  The  squad  was  made  up  of  the  following,  who 
are  all  stellar  players;  Lieut,  Pryce,  Sgt,  Vickery,  Cpls,  Cox  and  Johnson,  Pvts, 
1st  Cl,  Lasswell  and  Finklestein  and  Pvts.  Searcy,  Roraoska  and  Zing® 

18th  Pursuit  Group,  ifeeeler  Field,  T.K. ; 

This  group  again  participated  in  a Uing  tactical  exercise  on  Aug,  21st, 
During  this  exercise  the  6th  Piu’suit  Squadron  represented  enemy  Pursuit  aiid  the 
19th  e.nd  26th  Squad.rons  furnished  special  support  to  the  5th  Composite  Group, 
Several  attacks  were  made  by  the  "enemy"  Pursuit,  The  exercise  afforded  an  op- 
portunity for  valuable  training  in  the  coordination  of  a large  formation. 

Daring  the  month  of  Augast , this  squadron  flew  176  hours. 

On  Aug.  15th,  the  26th  Attack  Squadron  moved  into  the  field,  at  the  Air 
Corps  gunnery  camp,  at  Waimanalo,  for  aerial  g.mnery  on  ground  targets.  The 
quaint  practice  of  firing  on  the  ;irrong  target  a,nd  failing  to  close  shutters  has 
kept  the  ice  box  v/ell  filled  with  pop.  The  squadron  expects  to  return  to  Uheel- 
er  Field  on  Aug*  29th, 

The  19th  Pursuit  Squadron  completed  15  days  of  field  duty  at  Uaim.analo, 

Aug,  15th,  During  this  period,  fifteen  pilots  of  this  organization  comploted 
their  firing  for  record  on  ground  targets.  The  scores  were  very  satisfactory, 

2nd  Lieut,  James  J.  Walsh  being  high  on  ground  targets  with  a score  of  762, 

I'ree  lance  gunnery  by  Dan  Cupid  resulted  in  two  direct  hits  on  the  bach- 
elors of  the  group.  On  Aug,  15th,  the  marriage  of  Lieut,  Joe  L.  Loutzehheiser 
and  Miss  Eleanor  Cook  Meridith  was  announced;  then  on  the  21st  of  August,  the 
marriage  of  Liout,  William  A,  Cocke,  Jr.,  Air  Res.,  and  Miss  Frances  Flndeisen  . 
took  another  of  our  officers  from  the  ranks  of  the  bachelors. 

On  Aug,  4th,  the  26th  Attack  Squadron  flew  a mission  in  cooperation  with 
the  22nd  Infantry  Brigade,  The  27th  and  35th  Infantry  regiments  were  to  simu- 
late an  offensive  drive  upon  an  enemy  on  a line  one-half  mile  distant,  and  drive 
it  into  the  hills.  This  squadron,  led  by  Lieut,  Hat ban  F,  Twining,  made  an 
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attack  on  the  27tli  Infantry,  a;id  another  on  the  35th  Infantry,  during  the  time 
both  regiments  were  on  the  march.  Later,  the  flight  attacked  the  hrigade  while 
moving  against  an  imagimu’y  enemy. 

On  Aug,  10th,  Lieut.  Vi’eldon  E,  (Dusty)  Rhoades,  joined  the  Caterpillar  Cluh 
v/hen  his  PiV-9  refused  to  respond  to  the  controls  and  spun  into  the.  ground  ne.ar 
Haleiwa,  "Dusty"  hailed  out,  then  cooly  waited  for  the  sound  of  the  ship’s 
crashing  before  pulling  his  rip  cord.  It  was  his  misfortune  to  strike  a rock 
as  he  landed  in  a cane  field,  wl.iich  caused  a- broken  ankle  that  will  confine  him 
to  the  hospital  for  several  weeks, 

San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Eield,  Texas,  Sept,  15th; 

Guests  of  the  Depot  on  Sept,  8th,  at  the  regular  monthly  conference,  and 
the  luncheon  following  same,  held  at  the  Depot  for  coordination  of  supply  and 
engineering  matters  in  this  Area,  were  as  follows:  Brig. -General  C.H.  Danforth, 
Commanding  General  of  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  and  Aide,  Lieut,  R.W, Douglass, 
Jr,;  Majors  Glenn  P,  Anderson,  12th  C.A.;  Prank  C,  Venn,  M.C.;  Capt.  S.J.Id- 
zorek,  and  Lieuts,  C,C,Chaunc.ey,  J,J,  O’Connell  and  P.F.  Everest,  Jr,,  of  Pt. 
Crockett,  Texas;  Maj.  Pra,nli:  D,  Lackland,  Commanding  Officer  of  Dodd  Field,  Ft. 
Sam  Houston  and  Lieuts,  LeRojr  Hudson  and  J,P.  Dewberry,  of  Dodd  Field;  Lieuts. 
A.L,  Jewett  and  RcG.  Harris,  of  Kelly  Field;  Capt,  C<,E.  Giffin  and  Lieuts.  R.C. 
MacDonald,  of  Brooks  Field;  Capb,  A.S.  Albro  and  Lieut.  H.A.  Bartron,  of  Ran- 
dolph Field;  and  Lieut.  C.S.  Tidwell,  Air-Res,,  of  Post  Field,  Ft.  Sill,  Okla. 

On  Sept,  11th  the  Depot  welcomed  back  into  its  midst  Capt.  Vfarner  B.  Gates 
and  family,  Carjt.  Gates  having  boon  reassigned  to  this  Depot  from  a tour  of  duty 
at  Brooks  Field, 

Lieut,  Lucas  V,  Beau,  Jr.,  A.C.  Instructor  with  the  Colorado  Rational  Guard 
at  Denver,  was  a visitor  at  tliis  Depot  on  Sept.  3d,  to  secure  and  ferry  back  an 
0-2H  airplane  for  the  Colorado  i'Tat:'onal  Guard.- 

Capt.  E.Y,  Harbock,Jr.,  and  Lieut,  Donald  F.  Fritch,  of  this  Depot,  made  a 
trip  to  the  Roclu^ell  Air  Depot,  Rockw;"-!!- Field,  Calif.,  to  ferry  two  0-2H  planes 
to  Kelly  Field,  Sept,  8th  to  13th, 

Lieuts,  ToH.  Chapman  and  C.E,  Thomas, Jr,,  of  this  Depot,  left  on  Sept, 13th 
for  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  to  attend  a meeting  of  a Board  of  Officers  convened  at 
the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Division  in  regard  to  plans  for  the  new  Alameda  Air  Depot 
in  California. 

During  the  month  of  Augiust , 1931,  the  Engineering  Department  overhauled  and 
repaired  the  following  airplanes  and  engines:  Airplanes  overhauled  - 2 A-3,  4 
A-3B,  2 0--2H,  3 0-19B,  1 P-IF,  6 BT-1,  2 BT-2B,  4 PT-3A.  Total,  24. 

Airplanes  Repaired  - 4 A-33,  1 L3-7,  1 C-2H,  2 0-19C,  1 0-38,  1 PW'-9C,  3 
3T-2B,  2 C-7,  1 YlC-22,  1 YF-1.  Total,  17. 

Engines  overhauled  - 6 R-975,  7 R-79G,  21  V-1150 , 17  R-134C , 1 R-1690. 

Total,  52.  Engines  repaired  - 4 V-115G , 1 R-790,  11  7-1650.  Total,  IS. 

Lawson  Field,  Ft,  Banning,  ua. , Sept,  15thi 

During  the  past  30  days  our  training  schedule  has  gone  forward  steadily. 

We  have  inu.ulged  in  radio,  blind  flying,  navigation,  and  formation  to  the  full 
15  hour  limit. 

Major  Ira  A.  Rader,  A.C,  Instructor  in  the  Infantry  School,  recently  re- 
turned from  Tybee  Island,  where  he  spent  his  academic  leave. 

On  Sept,  loth,  Lieut.  Barnett  led  a three-ship  formation  to  Anniston,  Ala,, 
on  a navigation  flight. 

Lieut.  John  Sessums,  A.C.,  was  a recent  visitor  to  Lawson  Field.  Lieut, 
Sessums  is  talking  a rest  from  his  duties  as  Aide  to  Gen.  Preston  Brown  in  Panama, 

Boston  Airport.  Mass,,  Oct,  .1st;  . . 

The  officers  in  the  A.C,  Reserve  who  are  flying  from  the  Boston  Airport  are 
rejoicing  over  the  types  of  planes  now  located  here  for  their  use.  Several  0-lE 
and  01-B  types  are  now  available,  also  two  Douglas  BT-2B's  and  two.  PT -3  training 
ships. 

Unfortunately,  the  allotment  of  flying  liours  was  seriously  curtailed.  We 
say  seriously  due  to  the  fact  that  the  number  of  Reserves,  flying  from  this 
station  has  increased  considerably.  The  result  has  been  a limitation  of  flying 
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time  for  each  roan,  which  impairs  the  efficiency ,•  Some  view  the  cut  in  time  as 
a' potential  danger  dne  to  the  fact  that  the  men  get  so  little  time  for  flying 
service  tj'pe  ships,  time  which  is  helow  the  minimiJm  for  safety,  Capt.  Joseph 
A,  Vifilson  and  Lieut,  Slerni  Salisbury  are.  Working  with  j:he  Reserves  to  ascertain 
What  steps  may  he  taken  to  increase  the  hours  allotted  and  thereby  maintain  the 
splendid  efficiency  of  the  local  Reserve  flyers. 

Recent  formation  flights  by  the  4421  a.nd  443d  Pursuit' Squadron,  Reserves, 
with  Majors  Bartlett  Beaman,  R,P,  Raymond  (D.S.C.),  Capts,  Charles  Clark,  George 
Lusk;  Lieuts,  Pa.rker,  Pierson,  Towner,  H.N.  LTiite,-  C,J,  A' Hearn  and  other  pilots 
of  the  gi’oup,  included  flights  over  Amesbury,  Providence,  and  Dedham,  At  Ded- 
ham, Mass.,  the  pilots  helped  to  give  a fello\'/  aeronaut,  R.S.  Mauglian,  Jr. , a 
send-off  on  his  flight  with  the  former  Miss  Olivia  Matthews  (also  a pilot)  into 
the  realms  of  married  life. 

At  a recent,  meeting  of  the  A.C.  .Reserve  Officers  Association,  the  group 
succeeded  in  pulling  a .fast  one  on  Capt.  J.A.  Vfilson,  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Boston  Airport  Detachms'nt , They  notified  "Smoky  Joe",  as  he  is  affectionately 
called  due  to  his  past  fire-fighting  activities  at  Mitchel  Field,  that  they 
wished  him  to  speak  at  the  meeting  on  recent  A.C.  activities, 

CaPt,  Wilso'a  prepared  a fine  address,  sx^ending  hours  in  securing  data  for 
presentation  to  the  flyers,  only  to  .be  surprised  w'nen  he  a.rrived  at  the  meeting 
■ to  find  it  was  a meeting  to  ccngra'*.  .ilate  him  on  his  promotion  to  Captaincy  and 
to  present  him  with  a wardrobe  trunk  for  his  coming  trip  to  Europe,  "Joe"  was ■ 
sent  into  a flat  spin  when  he  realized  that  the  meeting  was  in  his  honor.  The 
group  certainly  wishes  him  a wonderful  trip. 

Capt.  Wilson  and  Lieut,  Salisbury  see  to  it  that  the  Saturday  afternoon 
flying,  when  most  of  the  local  Reserves  appear  at  the  field,  is  of  real  benefit, 
Various  maneuvers  are  planned  and  execieted,  resiilting  in  much  valuable  training 
being  obtained.  The  pilots , are  .enthusiastic  over  the  plan,  as  it  increases  the 
interest  in  Air  Corjjs  activities., 

Patterson  Field.  Fairfield.  Ohio,  Sept.  11th; 

On  July  6,  1931,  the  military  reserva.tion  .on  .which  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot 
is  located  received  a new  name,  that  of  "Patterson  Field",  in  honor  of  First 
Lieut,  Frank  S,  Pa.tterson,  who  v/as  killed  in  an  airpla.ne  accident  J-une  19,  1918, 
at  Dayton,  Ohio,  The  Depot,  hov;ever,  will  retain  its  present  designation  ard 
will  fi.mction  as  one  of  the  activities  of  Patterson  Field,  This  change  k'  n.erae 
gives  the  public  a more  definite  distinction  between  ’bright  Field  and  Fairfreld, 
Maj.  A.L.  Sneed  returned  to  duty  Aug.  30th,  after  spending  a very  pleasant 
vacation  on  ik.n tucket  island. 

Lieut-Col,  L.E.  Goodier,  Jr.,  departed  September  8th  on  a leave  of  absence 
until  about  the  end  of  the  month, 

Ma j . A.L,  Sneed,  Capt,  PI,7h  Flickinger,  Lieuts,  D.R,  Goodrich  and  F.M, 
Zeigler  participated  in  night  flying  on  Sopt,  8th, 

Capt,  H.A.  Bivins  and  Mr,  Paul  H.  Taggart,  c.ivilian  mechanic,  departed 
Sept.  5th  end  returned  Sept,  7th  from  Lambert  Field,  St.  Lo\iis,  Mo,,  after  malt- 
ing necessary  repairs  to  airplane  ak  that  station. 

Capt,  John  L.  Corbett,  Q,,M.C,,  departed  for  Wisconsin  Aug.  SQth  on  sick 
leave.  It  is  not  expected  he  will  be  able  to  return  to  this  station  until  some 
time  in. October,  .due  'to  a severe  case  of  hay  fever  and  asthma, 

Lieuts.  M.3.  Asp  and  C.S.^  Irvine  departed  Sept,  10th  for  Candler  Field, 
Atlanta,  Ga. , to  secure  and  ferry  airplanes  to  this  qtation  for  overhaul. 

1st  Lieut.  Robert  K,  Pinlcerton,  Dent-Res.,  reported  Aug,  16th  for  ,a  period 
of  two  weeks'  active  duty  tra.ining, 

Sgt.  John  Bolt,  Q,,.M.C.,  de'parted  September  10th  in  compliance  with  orders 
directing  him  to  report  to  the  Motor  Trans'port  School,  Camp  Holabird,  Baltimore, 
Md, , for  a course  of  instruction  beginning  Sept;.  14th, 

Pvtj,  1st  Cl.  Joseph  Fc  Swyskiewicz,  18th  Signal  Service  Co,,  departed  SePt.  | 
8th  for  the  Signal  School  at  F'b,  Monmouth,  H.  J. , for  a course  of  instruction, 

Ca.pt,  H,,W.  . Flickinger  attended  the  Harmswortli,  Trophy  Race  in  Detroit  on 
Labor  Day, 

Lieut,  F.M,  Zeigler  made  a cross-country  flight  to  Allentown,  Pa,,  and  re- 
turned via  Clevel'and,  where  he  attended  the  Air  Races, 

Lieuts,  C,S>  Irvine  and  F.E,  Glantzberg  attended  the  AiT  Races  at  Clevelandi 
Lieut,  Melvin  B,  Asp  flew  from  Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  in  4 hrs, 
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10  rains,  with  tail  winds  and  had  weather  all  the  day,  (Will  Rogers , please  note,) 
following  is  a list  of  vjinners  in  the  Rohins  Cup  Golf  Tournament  recently 
held  at  this  station, 

Rohins  Cup  for  Officers: 

W'inner  of  Tournament  - Lieut,  C.D,  McAllister, 

Runner  up  in  Tournament  - Lieut,  I),]?.  Stace, 

Winner  of  Consolation  - Lieut.  M.B,  Asp, 

Runner  up  on  Consolation  - Ca,pt.  D.B,  Hov/ard. 

Low  Score  Qualifying  Round'-Lieut , I),R,  Staco, 

Rohins  Oup  for  Ladies: 

W'inner  of  Tom-’nximent  - Mrs, 

Runner  up  in  Tourncraient  - Mrs, 

Winner  of  Consolation  - Mrs. 

Runner  up  on  Consolation  - Mrs, 

Low  Score  Qualifj»ing  Round-Mrs, 

The  Cup  was  presented  to  the  Wilhur  Wright  Officers' 
and  Mrs,  A.Y^,  Rohins  while  the  Colonel  was  in  conmand  at 

year  a Tournament  is  held  for  the  pleasure  of  the  officers  and  ladies  of  the 
Cluh , 


O.R,  Cook. 

O.P.  Echols. 
BAY.  Chidlaw. 
C.H.  Rideno'dr. 
O.R.  Cook. 


Cluh  hy  Lieut, Col, 
this  station.  Each 


Tile  Ball  Handicap  Golf  Toarnemcnt  for  men  and  women  began  Aug,  29th,  1931, 
Two  old  temporany  huildings,  formerly  the  Engineering  Office  building  and 
the  Eield  Service  Section  huilding,  were  destroyed  hy  fire  recently  in  order 
that  the  now  permanent  huildings  may  he  erected  on  those  sites. 

The  paving  of  the  apron  in  front  of  Bldgo  ITo,  1,  was  recently  completed. 
Boll owing  is  a brief  activity  report  of  the  Engineering  Department  for  the 
month  of  August: 

Man  hours  erepended  on  - Airplanes  - 22,935;  engines  - 7,806;  repahrs  - 
5,921;  manufactures  - 2,257;  Overhead  - 12,08C, 

Airplanes  given  major  overhauls:  2 A-3,  4 0“-2H,  4 0-19,  6 0-25,  2 P-12, 

1 PT-1.  Minor  overhauls  - 1 C-3,  1 BT,  3 o-2K,  1 0-11,  1 0-38,  1 PT-1  and  1 
PT-3,  A total  of  19  major  overhauls  and  9 minor  overhauls. 

Engines  given  major  overhauls:  7 R-790,  8 R-1340 , 12  SR -1340,  11  V-720 , 

1 7-1570,  4 GlV-1570.  liinor  Overhauls  - 2 R-1340,  3 SR -1340 , 1 7-720,  2 7-1150, 

2 G1 7-1570,  10  7-1650  and  2 GR-1750.  A total  of  43  major  overhauls  and  22  minor 
overhanalSc 


The  activity  report  fer  the  Depot  Supply  Department  for  the  month  of  August 
is  as  foller/s: 


Tonn?.  ;e  of  incoming  freight  - 152,8  tons,  e:-rpress  - 2,1  tors;  tonnage  of 
outgoing  freight  - 117,9  tons,  express  - 8 tons;  pounds  of  ij.coning  parcel  post 
435  Ihs.,  outgoing  - 2,621  les,;  eanount  of  material  received  hy  -other  means  - 
114,685  Ihs,,  shipped  170,300  Ihs,;  total  number  of  shipments  received  598, 
made  - 1,517;  number  of  requisitions  received  - 357. 


Rockwell  Bield,  Coronado,  Calif,,  Sept,  12th: 


On  Sept.  1st,  Lieut.  John  K.  Hissloy,  Coiamaiiding  the  76th  Service  Squadron, 
was  transferred  to  a Post  with  the  Organised  Reserves  at  Long  Beach,  Calif. 
Lieut.  Claude  E,  Duncan  succeeds  Liciit.  Hissley  as  Commanding  Oificor  of  the 
75th, 

Among  the  r-econ'i  arrivals  at  the  field  is  1st  Lieut,  Ccirtland  S.Jojinson 
recently  ordered  here  from  Wright  Biold,  Upon  arrival,  he  assumod  the  duties 
of  Assistant  Post  Engineering  Officer  an.d  Shop  Sux-)erini.c-:i.l8nt  of  the  Rockwell 
Air  Depot.  Experience  gained  as  a.  student  at  both  the  Lrray  Industrial  College 
and  the  Air  Corps  Engineering  School  c-ialify  Lieut.  -Johnson  for  his  duties  at 
the  RAD. 

A pall  of  gloom  -was  caist  ever  the  75th  Service  Squadron  as  an  aftermath 
of  the  Labor  Day  holidays.  Pvt,. Allen  Johnson  was  fatally  injured  in  an  auto- 
mobile accident  jn.st  south  of  San  Diego  on  Sunday  afternoon,  Sept.  7th,  Pvt. 
Johnson  was  riding  as  passenger  with  Pvt.  Holan  Thihadoa'ux,  34th  Pursuit  Squa,d- 
ron,  March  Field,  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  which  v/as  unavcidahlo.  Arrange- 
ments wore  made  to  escort  the  body  to  Johnson's  homo  in  Jersey  City,  11,7. 

Among  the  most  recent  additions  to  tiio  ra.nics  of  the  bonodicts  is  2nd  Lieut, 
J.W,  Brown,  Jr,,  of  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Annou-nceraent  was  made  recently 
of  the  marriage  of  Lieut,  Brown  to  Mies  Ethol  Gorton  Payne,  daughter  of  Lieut, - 
Commander  and  Ik’s,  Frederick  R,  Payne  of  San  Diego. 
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T}io  7th  Boral)ar(im.GrLt  G-roup  banGball  team,  representing  Rockwell  Field, 
continues  to  enjoy  marked  success  in  its  competition  with  service  and  independ- 
ent  teams.  Its  recent  victory  over  the  strong  U.S.  llavy  Destroyer  Base  team, 
by  a score  of  12  to  5,  more  than  atoned  for  the  13  inning  decision  lost  to  the 
sailors  earlier  in  the  year.  The  majority  of  the  team's  recent  games  were  with 
the  representatives  of  the  ITaval  vessels  based  at  San  Diego,  and  to  date  the 
credit  balance  is  overwhelmingly  in  favor  of  the  Army  team,  Sgt,  "Son.p”  Silva 
and  his  cohorts  invaded  March  Field  on  Sept,  10th  and,  finding  the  guns  of  the 
Flying  School  a little  too  heav;/,.  returned  to  San  Diego  with  the  short  end  of 
a 7 to  1 score, 

Licuts,  R.S.  Israel,  A.H,  Maxv/oll,  J.W.  Brown, Jr,,  J.S.  Mills,  L.  R.  Park- 
er, A,S.  Straubel  and  R.W.  Goetz,  reported  at  this  field  upon  their  recent  com- 
pletion of  training  at  Chanute  Field,  Lieuts,  Israel,  Maxwell  and  Brown  were 
assigned  to  the  95t?a  Pursuit;  Parker  and  Mills  to  the  11th  Bombardment;  Goetz 
to  the  76th  Service  Squadron  and  Straubel  to  the  Depot  Supply, 

Our  Commanding  Officer,  Lieut, -Col,  Barton  K,  Yount,  took  advantage  of  the 
lull  preceding  the  intensive  training  season  to  spend  a short  leave  in  northern  ; 
California,  ! 

Maj..  John  M.  Stanley,  M.C,,  the  Junior  Flight  Surgeon,  wan  deta-iled  to  a i 

tour  of  duty  in  the  Panama  Canal  Department,  Maj,  Levy  S.  Johnson,  M.C,,  was 
transferred  to  this  station  from  Marshall  Field,  Ft.  Riley,  Kans,,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  crea.tGd  by  the  transfer  of  Major  Stanley, 

Rockwell  Field's  representatives  at  the  Annual  Bombing  and  Gunnery  Matches 
at  Langley  Field  departed  on  Aug,  21st  with  high  hopes  of  bringing  a share  of 
the  honors  of  the  meet  back  to  Rockwell,  2nd  Lieut,  D.D,  Graves,  95th  Pursuit 
Squadron,  was  chosen  to  represent  the  Field  in  Aerial  Gunnery,  Curtiss  Condor 
29-34  carried  the  following  personnel  of  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron  in  quest 
of  honors;  2nd  Lieuts.  A.J,  Eonin  (Pilot),  ?LG.  Bunker  (Bomber),  Staff  Sgt, 

H,V»  Pizenski  (Crew  Chief),  Cpl,  A.M,  Id  A.B.  Drury  (Ass't  Crew  Chief),  and 
Cpl,  A.M,  Icl  T.M,  Eerclimer  .(Arm&ment) , 

Rockwell  Field  officers  were  recently  the  recipiients  of  some  very  black 
cigars.  Occasion  - Lieut,  and  Mrs.  A.F.  Soltor  announced  the  arrival  of  an 
eight-pound  baby  daughter,  Shirley  Ana  Solter, 

The  eight  now  officers  v/ho  recently  reported  at  Rockwell  Field  from  the 
Advanced  F'k/lng  School,  Lieuts,  J.O,  Zahn,  J.A,  Brier,  C.M.  Sartain,  A.S.  Kurren 
Lee  Williams,  Tim.  Roberson,  A.S.  Livingston  and  F.S.  Wittenberg  were  all  as- 
signed to  the  95th  Pursuit  Squa,dron.  This  brings  the  95th  officer  roster  to  a 
total  of  31  assigned  and  2 attached. 

The  start  of  the  annual  training  program,  at  Rockwell  Field  was  the  signa.! 
for  the  95th  Pursuit  Squadron  to  start  gunnery  training.  The  squadron  was 
egrouped  into  three  fgunnery  flights  of  ten  m.en  each,  Grc'ond  gunnery  is  being 
conducted  on  the  range  at  the  South  end  of  the  field  and  the  aoria,!  courses 
are  being  fired  over  the  Pacific  ocean.  Gunnery  this  season  will  be  more  or 
less  rushed  du.e  to  the  extensive  training  to  be  accomplished  by  the  units  of 
the  7th  Bombardment  Group,  However,  all  personnel ‘concerned  are  working  un- 
tiringly and,  as  a result,  some  very  creditable  scores  are  being  recorded, 

Cali  f or ni  a Hat  i onal  Guar  d , Lo s A:iga  1 e s , Cal  if,.  S ept , IQ  th ; 

Capt.  Robinson,  Lieuts,  Claiborne,  Whittier  and  Wallen  recently  co.mpleted  j 
trips  to  the  Dry  Lakes  for  the  purpose  of  cross-coimti'y  training,  and  practice 
in  machine  gunnery  at  ground  targets, 

A number  of  officers  of  this  uriit  spent  Labor  Day  week  end  on  Lieut, 
Whittier’s  po’^er  yacht,  the  "Pagan",  moJring  the  cruise  to  Santa  Cruz  Island, 
off  the  coast  from  Santa  Barbara,  and  return  to  San  Pedro  Harbor, 

Li out,  Gard  recently  completed  an  aerial  reconnaissance  to  Big  Bear  Lake 
and  return  to  Griffith  Park  Airport,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  condi- 
tion  of  the  landing  field  at  Big  Boar  for  emergency  and  cross-country  landings,  j 
Report  and  sketch  show  a medium  water  level  in  the  Lake  for  this  period  of  the  I 

year,  and  the  field  in  good  condition,  with  ample  markings,  wind  sock  and  ser- 
vice facilities. 

Recent  night  flights;  Capt,  Barrie  -Marysville  to  Los  Angeles,  San  Luis 
Obispo  to  Los  Angeles,  the  latter  an  emergency  trip;  Capt,  Robinson,  Crissy 
Field,  San  Francisco  and  return;  Lie;ut,  Sewail  - Oakland  to  Los  Angeles;  Lieuts,!^ 
Miller  and  Claiborne  just  completed  special  night  flying,  towing  targets  for  ' 
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the  Coast  Artillery  at  I’t«  Maclrthur , San  Pedro,  Calif,-,  and  have  TDecome  quite 
proficient  in  this  work,  Capts',  Shen.'ood  and  Barrie,  and  Lieut,  Noe  have  all 
flown  night  air 'mail  for  Western  Air  Express, 

Prance  Eield,  Pana,ma  Canal  Zone,  Sept,  7thi 

With  Jupiter  Pluvius  a damp  substitute  for  Old  Sol  and  the  daily  rainfall 
average  mounting  rapidly,  activities  here  were  somev/hat  retarded  during  the 
past  few  weeks.  Training  schedules  were  hampered,  although  the  machine  gun 
problems  of  the  7th  Observation  Squadron  have  been  going  through  as  originally 
outlined. 

Due  to  the  reduction  of  flying  time  for  the  entire  field,  a marked  decline 
is  noticeable  in  the  number  of  cross-country  flights,  A few  of  note  have  been 
made  recently.  However,  during  the  latter  part  of  August,  the  field  was  visit- 
etf'by  Mr*  Lawrence  Richey,  Secretary  to  President  Hoover,  accompanied  by  a party 
including  Messrs.  Roy  T,  Davis,  U„S,  Minister  to  Panama;  Robert  Wilcox  and  Paul 
West,  The  party  flew  to  the  San  Bias  Islands  in  a Sikorsky  Amphibian,  with 
1st  Lieut,  H.D,  Smith,  25th  Bombardment  Squadron,  as  pilot. 

On  Aug,  22d,  the  Pord  Transport  carrying  Lieuts.  H.B,  Porrest,  R.J.  Browne, 
P.H,  Smith,  J.J,  0‘Hara,  L.E,  Eobbs , and  0,J«  Studeman,  landed  at  David,  E.  of 
P. , for  a two-day  visit  with  Scnor  Salvador  Junado  at  the  Senor*s  Rancho,  As 
a loyal  Air  Corps  supporter,  Senor  Junado  staged  a barbeque  for  the  boys  at 
which  none  of  the  "old  Spanish  customs  and  trimmings"  were  missing.  According 
to  the  stories  of  those  who  made  the  trip,  one  of  the  outstanding  features  was 
the  plentiful  supply  of  ducks  which  could  be  acquired  in  large  numbers  by  the 
clever  manipulation  of  the  club,  bolo,  rake  or  whatever  was  handy* 

An  accident  and  a sudden  fit  of  insanity  lessened  the  enlisted  ranks  here 
by  three  lives'  last  month® 

Cn  the  night  of  Aug*  6th,  during  a friendly  conversation  in  the  24th  Pur- 
suit Squadron  barracks,  Cpl,  A3.vin  C,  Angwin,  acting  Supply  Sergeant,  suddenly 
whipped  out  a Service  automatic  and,  after  shooting  and  fatally  wounding  one 
man  and  shooting  a second  ma,n  in  the  log,  pit  the  gan  to  his  own  head  and 
committed  suicide.  The  man  killed  was  Pvt*  1st  Cl,  Pari  Stacks,  while  Pvt, 

Carl  M,  Loclcwood  is  in  the  hospital  recovering  from  a bullet  wo;nid  in  the  leg 
below  the  laiee.  A Board  of  Investiga,t ion  announced  the  shooting  to  be  the  re- 
sult of  temporary  insanity. 

As  the  result  of  burns  he  received  on  -Aug,  13th  when  a gasoline  heater 
exploded,  Pvt.  Jack  Buck,  44th  Obaervation  Squadron,  died  two  days  later  in 
Colon  Hospital  where  he  was  tal'^ii  following  the  accident.  Pvt,  1st  Cl.  J.B. 
Pinldiam  a,nd  Pvt.  J,P,  Olchoskoy  v/era  operating  the  heater  in  preparation  to 
heating  puslrrods.  The  two  men  had  just  loft  the  vicinity  of  the  heater  when 
it  exploded,  covering  Buck,  a disinterested  onlooker,  with  its  flaming  con- 
tents, Olchoskoy  received  burriS  on  his  hands  while  Pinkham  was  unhurt.  Buck, 
a mass  of  flame,  rsji  several  hundred  foot  before  he  could  be  stopped  and  the 
fire  ext  ingLii shed, 

7th  Ob ser 'nation  Squadron;  The  past  few  weeks  of  rain  and  smooth  air  found 
the  7th  Squadron  out  bright  and  early  every  morning  riddling  the  bull's  eye 
with  machine  gnn  bullets.  Pront  gunnery  was  completed  and  rear  gunnery  is  now 
in  full  swing.  The  scores  turned  in  to  date  are  exceptionally  gratifying  and 
the  competition  has  been  unusurolly  keen,  • • 

We  sent  machine  gun  ambassadors,  1st  Lieuts*  R.D, -Biggs  and  J.M.  Bevans 
to  the  Annual  Matches  at- Langley  with  confidence  that  a wholesome  respect  for 
Prance  Pi  eld  will  be  established  by  their  scores.  It  is  int-oresting  to  note 
that  on  their  flight  to  tho'  States  for  the  Matches  they  landed  at  Brownsville 
at  noon  of  the  third  day.  We  hope  our  friends  from  Langley  can  a.p'preciate  the 
dispaten  wii:h  which  a flight  through  Central  America  can  bo  accomplished, 

Gur  Skipper,  Capt®  H.H,  George,  recently  returned  to  us  from  a thirty-day 
tour  of  the  Cooks'  and  Bakers'  School  at  Corozal,  1st  Lieut,  E,\7,  Barnes  was 
at  the , helm' during  the  absence  of  Capt,  George, 

Per, the  past  month  the  activities  of  the  7th  Squadron  were  almost  entirely 
confined  to  training  for  aerial  gunnery.  Scores  continue  to  improve,  so  that 
the  conversation  around  the  Operations  Office  is  composed  of  much  boasting  and 
bragging  with. the  usual  run  of  alibis  and  hard  luck  stories. 

Cooperating  with  the  Coast  Artillery  Corps,  Lieut,  E.E.  partridge,  attach- 
ed to  the  7th  Squadron,  spent  several  days  in  succession  in  a SikorsJqy  on 
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photographic  r.isoions.  Pictures  were  obtained  of  Coast  Artillery  radio  sta- 
tions which  are  spread  throughout  the  Isthmus,  . ' 

44th  Observation  Squadron;  Lieut.  J.M.  Levans.,  our  Squadron  Commander, 
is  now  on  d'etached  service  at  Langley  Pi  eld  for  the  Annual  Matches.  The  Sq^uad*- 
ron  feels  confident  that  he  will  walkavay  with  all  honors  by  showing  them  how 
they  shoot  in  the  Tropics,  During  his  absence,  2nd  Lieut,  Thomas  L»  Bryan  is 
at  the  helm* 

2nd  Lieut,  J.G,  0*hoal  is  still  on  detached  service  but  on  a different 
status.  He  was  relieved  from  duty  with  the  -Motor  .Transport  Pool  and  is  now 
learning  the  lore  of  pots  and  pans  by  taking  a con.rse  at  the  Cooks*  and  Bakers* 
School. 

, ^ Sgt,  Erikson  recently  arrived  in  this  Department  from  Selfridgo  and  is 
now  on  duty  at  Q-ron.p  Headquarters.  Sgts.  Garner,  Ranglo  and  Trimble  arrived 
last  month  as  replacements  for  Sgts.  Abrahams,  Gose  and  Milbourne,  Who, haying 
tirod  of  the  Tropics,  sought  colder  cliUiO.tos  in  the  Horth.  Mr, Sgt.  Bruss  ar- 
rived from  Chanutc  Pield  to  fill  a vacancy  created  by  an  increase  .of  grades  in 
the  organization.  St, Sgt.  E,3,G,  Taylor  arrived  as  a replacement  for  St, Sgt. 
Musiquo,  who  has  boen  gone  for  som.e  time.  Several  recruits  were  also  .assigned, 
causing  housing  conditions  to  t,ak9  on  a serious  .aspect,  as  no  quarters  are 
available.  It  appears  now  that  these  mon  will  do  quite  a bit  of  their  foreign 
service  tour  in  tents,  A.' 

Inasmuch  as  the  throttle  is  wide  open  on  the  rainy  sea,son,  there  v/ere 
practically  no  sports  of  any  kind  during  the  past  few  weeks,  , 

6th  Composite  Group  Band,  A.C. ; The  6th  Composite  Group  Band  (Prance 
Pield  Band)  rendered  a program  at  the  Cristobal  Army  and  Havy  I.M.C.A,  on  the 
night  of  Sept,  6th,  The  concert  v/a.s  attended  by  a large  crowd  and  the  bamd 
T/as  enthusiastically  applauded  after  the  rendition  of  each  number* 

Due  to  expiration  of  foreign  service  tours  and  the  iron-clad  two  year  tour 
policy  of  the  Panama.  Cann-1  Department  there  was  an  almost  complete  turnover 
of  the  Band  in  one  year.  Only  five  men  remain  who  were  here  a year  ago.  The 
Band  consists  of  42  pieces,  and  is  under  the  supervision  of  Warrant  Officer 
Kenneth  Hebert,  Bandmaster. 

Rocicwell  Air  Depot,  Calif , , Sept.  15th;  ■ 

During  the  munth  of  August  the  Roclu7ell  Air  Depot  completed  major  over- 
haul on  1?  airplanes  and  40  engines.  There  were  received  for  ov-erhaul  during 
the  month  16  airplanes  and  71  engines . 

The  ■''ero  Repair  of  - the  Engineering  Department  manufactured  210  miscellan- 
eous items  and  567  miscellaneous  items  were  reconditioned  or  reworked,  while 
the  engine  repair  and  machine  shop  of  the  Engineering  Department  manufactured 
4662  items  and  673  items  were  reconditioned  or  re'./orked, 

A total  of  6,257  man-hours  were  expended  in. the  Engineering  Shops  for  the 
manufacture  and  repair  of  Air  Corps  equipment  other  than  airplanes  and  engines, 
The  Depot  Supply  activities  consisted  of  the  following: 


Poundage  of  incoming  freight  and  express  ......  441,211 

" " outgoing  " *'  *'  ■ ......  345,900 

Pounds  of  incoming  parcel  post  ...........  846 

'*  **  outgoing  *'  ’*  S47 

Shipments  received  341 

" made  ....................  277 

Number  of  requisitions  received  during  month  , . . , '29 


The  extension  to  the  .Engineering  Office  of  the  Depot  is  new  completed. 

The  addition  to  the  Engine  Repair,  which  will  be  used  for  cleaning  purposes, 
is  approximately  60<fo  complete’, 

A.n  inspection  trip  was  made  during  the  month  by  the  Engineering  Officer, 
Lieut,  Giles,  accompanied  by  the  Depot  Supply  Officer,  Capt , Kane,  to  Mather  / 
and  Crissy  Fields,  to  chock  up  on  supply  and  engineering  matters. 

The  Commanding  Officer,  Col.  Yoiint  and 'Engineering  Off  leer , Lieut, Giles 
will  leave  shortly  for  an  inspection  trip  to  Salt  Lalse  City,  Spokane,  Seattle, 
Vancouver,  Mather  and  Crissy  Fields  for  conference  with  the  Commanding  Officers 
regarding  maintenance  of  Air  Corps  equipment  and  supplies,  ■■■  "■ 

Lieut,  Austin  A,  Straubel  reported  at  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot  on' Sept,  7th 
and  was  appointed  Assistant  Depot  Supply  Officer, 
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Congressman  Melvin  J,  Maas  of  Minnesota,  arrived  plane  on  Sept,  5th, 
remaining  here  -until  Sept.  8th, 

Col,  Sehring  C.  Megill,  3,C,,  arrived  Sept.  1st  to  mahe  an  inspection 
of  the  Signal  Corps  installations  and  activities  of  the  Post. 

Maj,  Rajnnond  Starhuck  Dickinson,  Air-Res.,  reported  for  two  weeks'  active 
duty  training  on  Aug,  16th,  lifliile  here  Maj,  Dickinson  was  assigned  to  the 
Engineering  Division. 

Mather  Eield,  Sacramento,  Calif. , Oct.  1st; 

From  Sept,  16th  to  23d,  the  entire  command  here  participated  in  a season 
of  field  maneuvers,  utilizing  32  Pursuit  airplanes  and  3 transports.  The  first 
elements  of  the  G-roup  took  off  from  Mather  Field  at  10:30  A.M. , Sept.  16th,  and' 
all  personnel  and  equipment  were  at  the  new  base  at  Watsonville,  on  Monterey 
Bay,  by  7:00  P.M,  that  day.  Practically  all  supplies  and  equipment;  bedding, 
tentage,  food,  field  range  and  kitchen  equipment,  were  moved  by  air.  The  Group 
had  pitched  camp  and  prepared  meals  for  all  personnel  before  the  arrival  of  the 
Motor  Transportation.  Officers  and  enlisted  men  slept  -under  shelter  tents  dur- 
ing the  maneuver  period. 

Based  at  Watsonville  Airport  the  Group  successfully  conducted  a n-umber  of 
tactical  problems  of  offense  and  defense  along  the  California  coast.  The  minic 
warfare  of  the  period  was  marked  by  two  "cas-ualties" : One,  a case  of  acute  ap- 
pendicitis; the  other,  the  case  of  a crew  chief  who  was  accidentally  shot  while 
cleaning  a small  rifle.  Both  men  rocoverod, 

San  Antonio  Air  Depot.  Duncan  Field.  Sept,  30th; 

Capt.  Asa  E.  Duncan,  Chief  of  the  School  Section  of  the  Office  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  while  on  a recent  visit  of  inspection  of  the  Flying 
Schools  at  Brooks  and  Kelly  Fields,  called  on  Lieut. -Col.  Robins,  Comn-ianding 
Officer  of  -this  Depot. 

Capt.  Lowell  H.  Smith,  piloting  a B-Sfi  from  Langley  Field,  Va.,  to  March 
Field,  Calif.,  was  a visitor  at  this  Depot  Sept,  24-25,  stopping  over  night  for 
servicing  of  his  plane. 

1st  Lieuts,  R,D.  Biggs,  J.M.  Bevans  and  R.E,  Nugent,  2nd  Lieuts,  C.A.,  Har- 
rington, D.W,  Buckman,  and  J.W,  Sess-ums,  Jr.,  and  Staff  Sgt,  P.D,  Reilly  of 
France  Field,  C.Z,,  en  route  by  air  in  three  0-19C's  and  one  P-12,  to  France 
Field  from  the  Air  Corps  Bombing  Matches  at  Langley  Field,,  Va. , landed  at  this 
Depot  Sept,  16th  and  17th,  for  servicing  and  change  of  engines  of  their  planes, 
and  for  temporary  duty  at  the  Headquarters  of  The  Air  Corps  Training  Center, 
until  Sept, 24th,  when  they  took  off  from  this  Field  to  res-ume  their  homeward 
journey, 

Lieut,  Lucas  V.  Beau,  Jr,,  A.C.,  Instructor  with  the  Colorado  National 
Guard,  Denver,  visited  this  Depot  on  Sept.  16th,  bringing  in  an  0-2H  plane, 
and  ferrying  beck  an  0-2H  to  the  Colorado  National  Guard. 

Capt.  Cl.arjrco  Longacre,  Q,uartermo,ster  of  this  Depot,  and  Mrs.  Longacre, 
left  for  a m,o-"ith*:-3  leave  of  absence,  visiting  in  Washington,  D.C., 

Lieut.  L.S,  Webster  of  this  Depot,  made  a cross-co-untry  tour  Sept,  16th  to 
24th,  visiting  Ft,  Sill,  Okla. ; Denver , Colo. ; Muskogee,  Okla..  and  Dallas,  Texas, 
for  conferences  with  the  Regular  Army  and  National  Guard  Air  Corps  activities 
at  those  stations  regarding  maintenance  of  Air  Corps  equipment  and  supplies, 

Lieuts,  T.H.  Chapman  and  C.E,  Thomas, Jr. ,.  of  this  Depot,,  returned  Sept. 

27th  from  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  where  they  attended  the  meetings  of  a Board  of 
Officers  convened  at  the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Division  to  consider  plans  for 
the  new  Alameda,  California  Air  Depot, 

Mr.  E.J.  Briggs  in  charge  of  the  Engine  Repair  Section  of  the  Engineering 
Department  of  this  Depot,  loft  Sept.  18th  for  a tour  of  temporary  duty  at  the 
factory  of  the  Pratt  & Whitney  Aircraft  Company,  Hartford,.  Conn.,,  to  make  a 
study  of  the  maintenance  of  aeronautical  engines  manufactured  at  that  plant., 

Mr,  C.D.  Bohannon  in  charge  of  the  Shipping  Room  in  the  Dopot  Supply  Depart- 
•ment  of  this  Depot,  was  on  temporary  duty  Sept,.  18th  to  28th,  attending  the 
school  of  instruction  in  scientific  boxing  and  crating  conducted  by  the  U.S., 
Forest  Service,  Department  of  Agriculture,  at  the  Forest  Products  Laboratory  at 
Madison,  Wis, 
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Fort  Sill,  Okla.;  Sept.  SOt'li : 


Licuts,  -C.E,  Shanicl-or  o/  'Stroh,  G.G.  'Jolinst'on  and  D.M.  Keslor  woro  on 
loavo  most  of  WiO' month:  in' Ohio,  Colorado,  G-eor,giva  and  North  Dakota,,  respective- 
• ly,. . ^-Lieut . 'Shankle  werit ' to  hlie' National' Air.  Haces  at  . Cleveland,  where  lUx's,,  ' 

Shaiilcle  was'. entered' in  the'  liomeir'h- Derby  from 'Santa  Mbhica  to  Cleveland,  the 
Viiomen'a  Closed  Course  Race,- and  several  dead  stick  landing  contests  in  vdiich 
she  finished  "In  the  Money",  Mrs.  Shahnle .v/as.  4th  in  the  Closed  Course  race 
and  9th  to  finish  in  the  Cross-country' -T'erbM.  After  the  races,  the  Shankles  , 
spent  about  two  ^.-eeks  on  their  ranch  in  Arizona, 

On  :Sept . . 19t'h,  the  88th  Sliia.dron  flew  a 12-ship  demonstration  formation 
at  .the  Lawton- County  Fair.'  - ■ 

Post  Field, .-being  one ' of  the  scheduled  stops  for  extended  Cross-coun.tries 
from  the  Training 'Center , acted  as  Host  every  few  da;/'S  for  the  various  sections 
_ of  Student  officers  and  Cadets  from  Kelly  Field, 

The  3b'i:h  Squadron  was  ordered  to  report  to  Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio , Texas , 
on  Nov,  5th.  All  the  Squadron  fund  property  is  being  crated  and  the  personnel  | 
will  probably  m.ove  down  Nov.  4th.  A detacliment  of  5 officers  will  remain,  as 
Flight  "E"  , of  the  15th  Observation  Squadron  a:nd  25  enlisted  men  will  be  sent 
here  from  Ft,  Riley,  Kans,  Tl'xese  officers  are  Capt.  Fra:do  H,  Pritchard,  1st 
Lieuts.  G.E.  Rico,  V/,L.  Ritcliie,  2nd  Lieuts.  C.  Stroh  and  D,T,  Mitcholl, 

Pvt,  C.C.  Rogers,  88th  Squadron,  was  ordered  to  report  to  Randolph  Field, 
Texas,  to  start  training  with  fhe  next  primary  flying  class. 

Scott  Field.  Belleville.  111.,  Sept.-SQth; 

Only  one  Scott  Fi-eld  pigeon  was  successful  in  making  the  flight  from  Lafay- 
ette, Ind,  ,.  in  the  National" Fu.turity  race'  on  Sept.  27th,  This  bird,  which  was 
named  Lafayette  Qp.een-'-- foil  owing  the  flight,  was  the  first  bird  reported  home  by 
any  of  the' lofts  .which  competed  from  the  St, Louis  district. 

Originally  over  120  bands  ’.-Tore  sold  in, this  district  for  the  race  but, 
due  to  excessive  losses  -earlier  in  the  season  in'  training  and  racing  flight, 
the  n-umber  of  young  birds  ■ finally  shi'pped  from  St. Louis  was  about  25,  Lieut. - 
Col,  Jolm  A.  Paeg-elow,  comm.anding  Scott  Field,  had  purchased  12  bands  for  the 
race,  but  only  five  were  finally  used;  -'Of  the  birds  entered  from  St. Louis,  only 
one  other  bird  was  roported  in  on  'the  night  of 'the  27th  and  the  speed  reported 
was  less  than  that  of  -Lafayett-'P  Q?aeen.  Provided  no  later  reports  show  a bird 
with  better  speed  tlian  that  of -the  Scott,  Field  yo'tmgster , Col, . Paegelow  will 
receive  the  Titgemeier- Cup,  \7hich  was  offered  by  Mr.  Titgeraeier  of  Buffalo,N.Y, , 
for  the  best  record  made  by -a  bird  from  the  'Stl':Louis  district. 

Staff  Sgt.  Jvlax  Eronldiurst,  piegeoneer,  attributed  the  poor  show'ing,,  of  the  . 
birds  from  this  district  to  the  fact  that,  of  about  60C0  birds  entered  in  this 
race,  approximately  5800  were-  from,  the'  oast  ,'  Npon  liberation,  the  la-rge . number 
of  eastern  bii’.ds  wourd:  domina,t0-  the  flight  and, '''as  yonmg  birds  dislike  to  leave 
the  flock,  it  is  likely  the  western  birds'  would  fly  a considerable  distance 
toward  the  east  before  branching  off  and  returning  in  the  direction  of  their 
homo  lofts , r . : : 

Two  losses' •..were're'corded  by  tk‘.e' Scott  Field' football  team  in  the  first 
games  of  -its  fall  .campaign,  O'n  Sept,  ISth  the  team  opened  its  season  w^i-bh  a 
niyrt  game  at  Lebanon,  ' 111 , against  -McKendroo  College  and  were  defeated  18  to  0, 
The  team  had  been  practicing  for  only' eight  days.^  and  lack  of  condition  was  the 
biggest  factor  in  the  defeat.  A -week  lat'er  t'he'  team  stacked  up  against  the 
strong  Carbohdalo  Teachers  College  at  Carbondalo  ,ahd,  while  they  played  very 
much  better  football,  were  defeated  19  to' 0,  The.  big  improvement  sho^m  in  this 
game  was  encouraging  to  the  coaches  as  the' team  is 'largely  made  up  of  players 
with  little  previous  experience.  Lieut ,'  Stuart  ' G',  .McLennan,  Recreation  officer, 
has  seheduled  five  more  games  for  the  team  and.has' prospects  of  two  more.  The 
team  will  be  pointed  for  the  annual  games  with  Chaiiute  Field  and  success  in 
these  games  will  mean  a successful  season.  ' Lieuts,.  F. A.  Joimson,  Allen  N.  Reed, 
George  N.  Stokes  and  Thomas  H.  'Charles  are  handling  ..the  coaching  of  the  team, 
Lieut.  Walter  A.  Ferhander  reported  to  Scott  Field  and  v/as  assigned  to 
command  the  21st  Ph-oto^yapM'c  Section,  He’ .recently,  .graduated  from  the  Photo- 
graphic course,  Chanute  Fi-b-Td,  He  relieves  2nd  Lieut,  H.F.  Woolard,  who  com- 
manded both  the  5th  and  21st  Photo  Sections  for  the  past  several  months. 
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/ '^ALLilD  before  tlie  Faculty  Board  of 
the  Primaiy  Flying  School  'at 
Brooks  field,  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
Texas,  Major  Oscar  W.  Griswold,  Inf., 

-who,  prior  to  his  detail  to  the  Air 
Corps  for  flying  training  was  a member 
of  the  War  Bepartnient  General  Staff, 

G-2,  made  the  follov/ing  statements 

"I  'have  no  witnesses  to  call  or 
qaastlons  to  ask,  bat  would  like  to  make  a statement*  I want  to  say  that  I 
thii^  I have  been  accorded  every  consideration  possible  and  I believe  tha.t  due 
to  inaptitude  my  elininatlcn  is  justified.  In  that  regard,  I was  told  before 
I came  here 'by  other  officers  of  other  branches  that  I might  find  it  hard  to 
get  thru  here  due  to  my  rank.  I .wan'.:  to  state  officially  ths.t  there  was  no 
such  disposition  shcvai  ^ . Both  in  my  case  end  in  all  cases  of  stu- 

dent offi.cers  eliminated  to  date,  I have  satisfied  myself  that  there  is  no  such 
feeling  among  the  student  officers  of  my  class,  and  further . that  there  is  no 
basis  in  fact  for  such  impression.  It  is  my  opinion  that  every  officer,  irres- 
pective of  rank  or  branch,  if  lie  cen  meet  the  flying  .Gtaiidards  he  will  be  accept- 
ed by  the  Air  Coips  with  open  aniiS.  I have  been  favorably  impressed  with  the 
organization  and  conduct  of  the  school  and  I th.ink  I have  been  a disinterested 
observer  both  on  the  flying  line,  behind  the  line,  and  in  the  ground  school. 
Personally,  I believe  that  the  Infantry  School  has  the  best  teaching  methods  of 
any  service  school  in  the  Army.  ... 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  sground  school  instructors  in  the  npresentation.  of 
their  subj.ects  compare  very  favorably  with  the  standards  of  the  Infantry  School. 
Without  exception,  the  work  of  the  groujid  school  instru.ctors  has  been  excellent, 
la.turally,  I am  very  imich  disaxypointed  at  not  finishing  the  course,  but  I feel 
that  I have  gained  a great  dea.i  although  I did  not  satisfactorily  complete  it. 

I think  I have  a rea.lization  of  the  work  behind  the  line.  As  near  as  I can 
figure  from  my  observations,  it  taZees  about  one  and  one-half  hours  daily  work 
behind  the  line  on  every  air-plane  here  to  keep  it  in  shape  for  the  next  day’ s 
flying,  and  tliat  work  is  done  on  an  average  of.  about  tliree-f ourths  of  a man  per 
XDlane.  In  future  emergencies,  if  it  should  be  my  good  fortune  to  serve  with 
combined  arms  of  which  the  Air  Gor-ps  forms  a I'  feel  sure  that  wlia,t  I have 

observed  here  will  be  of  the  greatest  value  to  me.  Finally,  I worxld  like  to 
say  that  for  many  years  I liave  Ziad  a very  high  regard  for  the  Air  Corps  and  its 
personnel  and  1 have  lost  none  of  it  by  going  thru  this  school.'* 

In  a letter,  dated  Sept.  19,  1951,  addressed  to  Lieut. -Col.  H.B.  Clagett, 
Cbimnandant  of  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Flying  School,  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  IVhjor 
Gris\TOld  stated  as  follows  j 

"1.  On  the  occasion  my  leaving  Brooks  Field  for  other  service,  it  is  not 
only  a duty  but  a -pleasure  to  ex-')ress  to  you  ipersoimlly  and  thru  you  to  all  the 
personnel  of  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Flying  School,  my  very  sincere  apxjreciation 
of  the  consideration  and  interest  wiich  have  been  accorded  me  during  my  stay  at 
this’ School. 

2,  I have  been  -partiailarly  impressed  by  the  very  obvious  'efforts  of  my 
flying  instructor,  1st  Lieut,  L.C.  Craigie,  A.C.  , and  of  my  flight  commander, 

1st  Lieut,  H.M.  Turner,  A.C.  , who  hel^Ded  me  in  every  -possible  .way -to  satisfacto- 
rily corj.r)lete  the  course,  as  well  as  by  the  unusual  x^^ivilege  of  having  been  in- 
structed. by  the  commandant  in  -person, 

3,  ■ I shall  talce  -pleasure  in  combating  at  every  op-portunity  the  rsro'^alent 

opinion  which  exists  in  other  services  that  the  Air  Corps  does  not  permit  high 
ranking  officers  from  other  services  to  pass  the  con.rse.  It  is  ray  belief  that 
any  officer .irres-pective  of  rank,  will  receive  honest  and  inrpartial  considera- 
tion and  that  the  question  of  his  ■passing  the  course  will  dejpend  alone  uv)on  his 
flying  ability.  Whether  or  not  this  idea  has  any  basis  in  fact  in  the  past  I do 
not  know,  but  I am  convinced  that  at  present  no  sudi  feeling  exists  at  Brooks 
Field  on  the  -part  of  the  Air  Coros,  • ■ 

4,  I am  leaving  the  School  with  the  sincere  conviction  that  it  is  soundly 
organized  in  all  deipartment s . I have  no  criticism,  constru.ctive  or  o'bherwise,  to 
offer. 

5,  . This  letter  ho,s  not  been  inspired  in  any  way  but  it  is  an'  honest  expres- 
sion of  OTpinion  which  I feel  to  be  im-oartial  and  disinterested,” 
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Mitchol  Field.  L.I.,  IT.Y.  , Oct>  5th; 

■;  -.An  air  tragedy  occurred  over  Troy  yesterday  - arx  Army  plane  lost  its  pants. 

':Tlie  .plane,  a new  Curtiss-Palcon , arrived  at  the  Troy  Airport  at  12:08  PM., 

: after.;;.! l5.urig  from  Mitchel' Pie! d in  63-|  minutes.  Lieut,  \7‘.R,  Calligan,  Army 
flier,  was  .at  the' controls  on  the  ha,vigatio.n  cruise  planned  to  test  the  ship. 
After  spending  a half  hour  at  the  Troy  field,  Lieut,  Calligan  shot  the  ship  down 
the  r-^anii'/py  and  circled  the' port  at  1,000  feet  as  a farewell  signal.  Then  he 
headed  for-' Danhury,  Coiino , his  nG.xt  stop, 

■ ■’Jhen  east  of  Pawling  Avo,,  near  Spring  Ave.  , the  ’’pants"  of  the  landing 
.gear , • dropped  from  the  piano.  Manager  E.II.  Puch:  of  the  Troy  Ai'rport  witnessed 
the  fall,  recovered  the  p.ants  and  sent  them  to  Mitchel  Pield.  The  flier  was 
5,000  feet  up  and  prehahly  was  una\-are  of  t'iie  loss  until  he  reached  Lan'bi^ny 
flying  field,'  A communication  was  sent  ahead  informing  him  that  the  shields 
were  found  and  retui''ned  to  Mitchel  Field. 

To  "Lu.ckj''-"  Monroe,  the  cherub -checked  boy  with  the  Chaplinesque  upper  lip, 
:We  must  give  mention  for  the  week’s  most  extreme  case  of  "fog-itis",  V/ith  the 
wedding  day  set  for  October  loth,  he  contemiplated  a twenty-day  leave,  beginning 
on  or  about  October  llth;  a drive  to  Chicago,  marriage,  a short  honeymoon  and 
then  return. 

Arriving  on  fho  nost  the  morning  of  Sept.  14 bh  our  man  Monroe,  found  that 
three  days  of  his  pro.jectod  leave  iiad  already  expired.  In  a rage  he  stormed 
Headq-oarters  only  to  be  informod  that  he  had  put  September  instead  of  October 
on  his  request,  thus  having  the  choice  of  getting  married  a m.onth  earlier  or 
making  a new  request.  Heedless  to  say  he  did  the  latter. 

On  La.bor  Lay  Lieuts,  L.V/.  Johnson,  Folmar,  Calligan  and  Hart  took,  off  for 
Ft,  Ethan  Allen,  Vt.,  for  ten  days.  T'J.oir  mission  was  to  cooperate  wdth  other 
branches  of  the  service  in  the  Field  Me.neuvers  being  held  there  by  the  Second 
Corps  Area, 

L-aring  their  stay  in  Vermont  they  were  called  for  duty  on  tliree  days,  but 
they  certainly  distingi.i-ished  themselves  on  those  three  days. 

The  first  day's  work  consisted  in  using  both  planes  for  Air-G-round  Liaison 
work  as  fj.'j.c;ndly  observers  during  a mimic  battle.  Everything  went  smoothly 
and,  of  course,  we  won  the  bartle  for  the  blues, 

Tlie  second  day  Hart  and  Calligan  won  praise  from,  the  Commanding  General  for 
the  manner  in  which  they  carried  out  their  mission  of  representing  enemy  attack 
aviation,  the  firing,  of  Vepy  Pistols,  representing  tho  dropping  of  fragraontar 
tion  bom.bs,  Calligan  managed  to  drop  a flaming  ball  in  tho  center  of  a group 
of  six  officers  in  a conference  before  the  i8th  Brigade  Command  Post,  It 
turned  out  later  that  this  groap  consisted  of  two  Generals,  three  Colonels  and 
a Major,  and  that  we  had  compietelv  ann.ihil.e,ted  tho  ISth  Brigade  Command  Post, 

On  the  third  day,  Lieui;s,  Job.-'  '.on  and  Fcbmar  conducted  a t'.vo-v/ay  Artillery 
Control  Mission  so  successfully  that  their  work  v/as  mentioned  by  General  Connor 
in  a specia,!  letter  to  Washington.  All  in  all  the  trip  to  X^'ernont  was  extreme- 
ly enjoyable  and  su.ccGssful. 

Lieut.  Holbrook  preceded  the  detail  by  nearly  a week  and  arranged  a great 
many  pleasa,nt  social  fuictions  for  their  short  stay.  He  m:akes  an  excellent 
advance  gua,rd  and  agent,  and  the  members  of  the  .group  were  sorry  to  see  him 
leave  early,  Th.e  regi.i.lar  officers  of  Ft,  Ethan  Allen  didn't  seem  so  sorry. 

Langley  Field,  Vac,  Sort.  '.'.6th; 

2nd  Bombardii'ieiit  Gro'up:  The  Gro'ip  has  been  acting  as  an  auxiliary  boat 
launcher  in  the  past  two  weeks.  A threo-shii)  forma  cion,  lod  by  Gapt,  S-abank, 
flo'w  over  the  Array  Base  and  .circled  the  "City  of  Horf oik" , a now  transatlantic 
passenger  and  freight  boat,  on  its  maiden  voyage.  Two  days  later,  a nine-ship 
formation  flew  over  the  ITewport  ■ Hews  Ship  Building  Corporation  to  commoEioratG 
the  christening  of  tho  tv/o  largest  ships  ever  built  in  'the  United  States, 

4Sth  Bombardment  Squadron;  A very  sad'  and  unfortunate  accident  occurred 
to  one  of  the  members  of  this  coiimiand  on  the  second  day  of  the  machine  gun  and 
bombing  m .tohes,  Sgt,  Illick  was  starting  a P-12-C  by  pulling  through  on  the 
prop  instead  of.  using  the  hand  inertia  starter.  Eis  feet  slipped,  throwing 
him  forward  just  as  the  motor  caught  and  he  was  struck' across  the  stomach  and 
chest  by  the  propeller.  He  was  immediately  carried  to  the  post  hospital  where 
first  aid  was  rendered  and  later  removed  to  the-  base'  hospital  at  Ft  .Monroe , ■whero 
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it  v.'as  found  he  suffered  several  crushed  rihs  and  a punctured  I’ang.  Although 
Sgt,  Illick's  condition  is  still  very  grave,  the  entire  Sqmdron  joins  in  wish- 
ing him  a S'peedy  recovery, 

20  th  Bombardment  Squadron;  The  national  Ivlatches  have  he  come  history,  with 
the  20th  hearing  up  well  under  a couple  of  new  medals,  Lieut,  Burnside  as  homh- 
er  and  Lieut,  Cronau  as  pilot  was  the  winning  combination,  Tnis  makes  the 
second  year  the  20th  won  the  hig  honor,  so  we  resent  the  work  "lucky". 

The  ground  gunnery  didn’t  go  so  well  because  of  lack  of  a range,  and  for 
two  days  the  squadron  helped  by  carrying  sand  for  the  bomb  jjroof,  Bven  at  that, 
the  range  was  barely  ready  for  the  matches,  so  the  squadron  is  still  worrying 
about  grouud  gunnery.  The  best  of  squa.drons  can  not  firo  without  a range, 

19th  Airship  Company;  On  Aug,  25th,  the  TC-11,  in  conjunction  with  Heav- 
ier -than-Air  was  called  out  on  e.  mission  to  seanch  for  the  bodies  of  four  men 
drormed  in  the  York  River,  Seoxch  was  discontinued  after  flying  all  day  with- 
out results. 

On  Sept.  1st,  the  TC-11  made  a flight  with  Capt.  Edwards,  S,C,,  Et.Eustis, 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  an  electric  altimeter  being  developed  by  him.  The 
tests  conducted,  were  satisfactory,  but  the  details  of  the  altimeter  have  not 
been  published, 

Mr, Sgt,  Arvin  E.  Miller  is  under  orders  for  Luke  Eleld,  Hawaii,  sailing 
from  Hew  York  on  ilov.  4th,  Sgt,  Miller  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  tho  Lightor- 
than-Air  enlisted  pilots,  having  been  a Cadet  in  the  Lighter -than-Air  School 
before  enlisting.  He  lias  been  identified  with  every  form  of  sport  while  here, 
particularly  baseball  and  football,  and  has  brought  to  each  a form  of  sports- 
manship worthy  of  comment.  Sgt,  Miller's  departure  is  a decided  loss  to  the 
organization  and  to  the  football  rooting  section, 

Crissy  Eield,  Presidio  of  San  Erancisco, Calif . , Sept. 25th; 

Our  representatives  to  the  Annual  Bombing  and  Machine  Gun  Matches  at  Lang- 
ley Eield  returned  home  after  a most  pleasant  trip  East.  This  observation  team 
was  composed  of  1st  Lieut.  E.3.  Bobzien,  pilot,  and  2nd  Lt.  J.P,  Poole,  observer. 

Lieut,  Pool  won  first  place  in  the  flexible  gui  match  and  Lieut,  Bobzien  fin- 

ished just  short  of  placing  in  a field  of  seventeen  competitors  in  the  two-seat- 
er fixed  eun  match.  The  personnel  of  this  Post  v/elcome  back  the  victorious 

team  and  we  are  all  justly  proud  of  the  manner  in  which  the  91st  was  represented 

at  the  Matches, 

On  Aug,  17th,  17  officers,  10  0-25A  airplanes  a,nd  one  Yl-C  transport  of  the 
91st  Observation  Squadron  in  command  of  Capt,  Eraus , departed  from  Crissy  Eield 
and  proceeded  to  Salinas,  Calif.,  to  tal-e  jjart  in  the  Eield  Exercises  over  the 
G-igling  Reservation,  with  the  groumd  troops  from  the  Presidio  of  Monterey, 

Prior  to  the  actual  conurencement  of  the  groimd  exercises,  the  Squadron 
engaged  itself  in  practice  through  practically  the  entire  range  of  observation 
missions  and  tactics.  In  this  exercise  with  ground  troops,  all  kinds  of  obser- 
vation missions  v/ere  performed;  Infantry  liaison  and  contact,  visual  and  photo- 
graphic reconnaissance,  and  cooperation  with  Artillery  but  no  adjustment  of 
fire;  also  m.any  attack  missions  wore  executed  by  our  Sqiiadron,  which  was  split 
up  into  a red  and  blue  force. 

The  excellent  work  of  the  15th  Photo  Section  greatly  facilitated  the  suc- 
cess of  photographic  missions. 

The  selection  of  the  Rodeo  C-round,  near  the  flying  field,  for  encampment, 
offered  a touch  of  realism  to  the  prosaic  aspects  of  simulated  './arfare.  Once 
resigned  to  flies,  however,  the  Squadron  established  itself  and  endured  quite 
happily  the  remaining  daiys  of  the  Exercises,  which  fortunately  were  terminated 
T/ith  no  little  commendatory  comment. 
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The  chief  ‘parpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics  to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Amy,  Reserve  Corps,  National 
&iard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 

-~-o0o— “ 

■ SUCCESSFUL  IMPPIIG  PROJECT  IN  NSW  ENGLAND 

Captain  AiW.  Stevens  s.nd  Lieut.  J.F.  Phillips,  Air  CorDS,  of  the  Materiel 
Division,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  recently  returned  from  New  fiigland  follow- 
ing the  successful  conclusion  of  an  experimental  mapping  project  performed  with 
the  Air  Corps  five-lens  camera.  The.  mission  was  unusual  in  that  it  was  perform- 
ed entirely  at.  high -■altitude,  a total  of  fifteen  hours  being  flown  at  20,000 
feet.  Oxygen. was  used  on  all  flights,  the  usual  reactions  of  nausea  and  headache 
at  high  altitude  being  absent. 

A total  of  3600  square  miles  was  covered  in  two  flying  days,'  which,  is  half 
a yearns  work  with  usual  equipment.  The  actual  photography  v/as  accomplished  in 
three  hours,  the  maxiraum  .speed  attained  being  at  the  rate  of  1200  square  miles 
every  half  hour,  when  flying  with  the  high  wind  that  prevails  at  great  altitudes. 
At  20,000  feet,  the  camera  covered  an  area  twenty  miles  wide.  The  length  of  the 
strips  averaged  75  miles.  Strips  were  overlapped  to  some  extent  laterally  and 
an  overlap  of  55^  was  made  in  the  direction  of  flight.  Tlie  total  number  of  nega- 
tives was  800. 

Kie  work,  which  covered  12  quadrangles,  was  done  for  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  OSie  United  States  Geological  .Survey  disburses  government  funds  for 
mapping  purposes,  and  meets  in  equal  amounts  appropriations  made  by  individual 
States.  Maine  has  -furnished  funds  for  this  work  for  several  years,  and  has  a 
mapping  program  outlined  for  four  years  more.  The  recent  v/ork  was  done  largely 
along  the  west  boundary  of  Ifedne , next  to  New  Hampshire,  An  area  of  1200  square 
miles  was  covered  north  of  Moosehead  lake, 

The  five-lens  camera,  designed  at  the  Afeteriel  Division,  is  an  unusual  in- 
strument because  of  the  tremendously  wide  angle  that  it  embraces  for  photograph- 
ing terrain  beneath.  It  is  used  in  connection  with  a laboratory  instrument  that 
rectifies  the  wing  pictures , enlarging  them' and  projecting  them  to  the  horizontal 
plane  at  the  same  time.  Unusual  care  is  exercised  in  its  construction,  and  the 
camera  is  built  to  closer  limits  than  any  made  heretofore.  It  is  a matter  of  in- 
terest that  the  work  recently  done  was  accomplished  at  exactly  one-thirtieth  of 
the  cost  that  is' allowed  for  such  projects. 

A new  type  of  film,  especially  sensitive  to  red  and  green,  was  furnished 
for  this'  project.  The  ne^?  film  permits  exposures  through  the  heaviest  filters, 
and  can  he  used  even  at  sunrise  and  sunset,  when  the  light  from  the  sxm  is  ordin- 
arily too  reddish  to  permit  photogra-phy  with  ordinary  emulsions. 

On  the  same  flights,  use  was -made  of  an  improved  special  film,  furnished  ex- 
perimentally by  the  Research  Laboratory  of  the  Eastman  Ko dale ' Company,  for  the 
purpose  of  photographing  by  infra-red.  light.  This  film,  twice  as  fast  as  any 
Iryptocyanine  film  previously  made,  was  exposed  through  a filter  that  looks 
black.  This  filter,  cutting  off  light  that  is  visible  to  the  eye,  still  permits 
the  longer  wave  lengths  to  pass  through  the  lens  to  the  sensitive  film.  The 
longer  waves  pass  throu^  mist  and  haze  more  readily  than  short  waves  of  light; 
the  result  is  that  pictures  may  be  made  farther  than  the  eye  can  see. 

At  20,000  feet,  over  the  comparatively  flat  country  of  Maine,  the  average 
distance .from  which  photographs  were  obtained  was  70  miles,  though  in  one  photo- 
graph, made  from  near  Eumford,  Maine..,  islands  over  a hundred  miles  away,  off  the 
coast,  may  easily  be  seen.  Rivers,  bays,  lakes  and  towns  are  readily  plotted 
over  distances  from  20  to  70  miles. 

Experiments  are  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Materiel  Division  v/ilh  the  idea  of 
combining  the  dosirahle  features  of  the  two  kinds  of  film.  This  work  can  be  done 
only  with  the  cooperation  of  the  research  laboratory  of  the  commercial  manufactu- 
rer, which  furnishes  the  special  emulsions  needed  for  tests. 

It  may  he  noted  that  within  the  past  year  the  process  of  colo.r  photography 
has  been  speeded  up  to  such  an  extent”  that  it  is  now  possible  to  make  successful 
color  photogTaphs  from  aircraft.  No  color  apparatus  was  used  on  the  Kfeine  pro- 
ject, as  this  was  carried  out  entirely  for  ma'TDing  ■oamoses. 
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. msT., PURSUIT'- asoup  participates  m new' york  beheeit  show  I 

- By  the  News  Letter.  Correspondent  ' - 

The  Eirst  Pursuit  Croup  was  again  called  upon  for’ a demonstration  of  flying  |i 

when  orders  were  received  at  Selfridge  Eield  for  a-  squadron  to  proceed  to  [ 

Roosevelt  Field,  L.I.,  on  Oct,  16th  to  participate  in  the  Pour  Field  Hying  Show 
on  October  17th  and  18th.  ■ ,■  .•  . •.  ;!■ 

The  Pour  Field  Flying  Show,  .so  named  from  the  fact  that  at  each  of  the  four  ; 
airports  --  Roosevelt  Field,  North  Beach,  Hoyd  Bennett  and  Valley  Stream  - a 
show  was  given  on  "both  afternoons  of  .October  17th  and '18th,  was  the  Aviation  , : 

Industry’s  part  in  aiding  unemployment  in  and  about  New  York  City,  The  Commit-  i 

tee,  whose  Chairman  was  Mr.  Graham  B,.  Grosvenor  and  Executive  Mr.  Ray  Cooper,  j: 

gathered  together  representatives  of  the  Army,  Navy  and  ferine  Corps;  notable 
civilian  pilots,  such  as  our  good  friend,  "Jimmy**  Doolittle;  and  various  conimer-  | 
cial  stunt  teams  and  exhibition  Tpilots,,' and  welded  the  whole  into  an  orderly  and  j' 
coordinated  program. which rwas  continually  going  on  at  each  of  the  four  fields,  j 

The  contingent  from- Self ridge  Field  consisted  of  a squadron  , of  18  Pursuit  j 

planes,  led  by  Major  G.E.  Brower,  the  Group  Commander;  the  Three  Turtles,  the 
First  Pursuit  Group's  current  .aerial- acrobatic  team,  ■ led  by  Lieut,  John  S.  [ 

Griffith;,  and  a Ford  Transport,  piloted  by  Captain  A.B,.  fellard,  carrying  nine  [ 

mechanics.  The  flight  took  off  from  Selfridge  Field  at  8|45  on  the  morning  of  jj 

October  16th  and  was  accoimpanied  as  far  as  -Buffalo  by  Major  George  H.  Brett,  j; 
Commanding  Officer  ,of  Self  ridge  Field,  . {; 

While  , the  planes  were  being  .s'ervlce.d -and- checked  at  the  Buffalo  Airport,-  !| 

pilots  of  the  fli^t  were  guests  of  the  Our ties  Aeroplane  and  Motor  Corporation  j 
at  luncheon  at  the  Trap  and  Field  Club,  near  the  Airport.  Ably  - supervised  by  ij 

. fe.  P.-A.  Hewlett  -.of  the  Curtiss- -Cor-oorat Ion,  , the'  luncheon  was  . a most  enjoyable  ;; 

affair,  and -was  further  irade.intere.sting- by  the.  .presence  ..of  Messrs.  Boardman  . j 
and  Rolando,  who  recently  made  a.  flight  .--to  Istambul  and  established  a.  world's  Ij 
distance  record..  On  the  return  to /.the  Air'-oort.,  the  officers  had  the-  pleasure  ,j 
of  meeting  fe.*.  W.W.  McConnell-,  who  until  recently  had  b.ee'ii  on  active.-  duty  at  ji 
Selfridge  Field  as  a member  of  the  First  Pursuit  GrouTD..--.--  ' | 

Leaving  fejor  Brett  to  return  to  Self ridga- -Field,  fej-or  Brower  took - the. 
fli^t  off  at,l-2;30,  -proceeded-  tov/ards-  the  Huds-on ...River,  e-dging  as- 'far  s.outh  to~  Ij 
wards  the  higher  hills  as  the  low  ceilings  .would  perm.it . On  pass-ing  over  West  || 

Point,. .the  squadron  formed  a large.  **A**  to  salute  -the  United  States  Military  ;i 

. Academy  and  the  officers  and.  ca,dets.  At  exactly  3;05  ;p.-ra. , according  to  previ-  j 

ous  arrangements  with.  Mitchel  .Field  and  instructions  from  the  Chief  of  the  Air 
Corps,  the  squa.dror.  passed  Yonlvers.and  ?;aB  there,  met  by  a photographic  plane  ■ j 

from  Mitchel  .Field.  The  squadron  then  proceeded  as  slowly  as- pra.cti cable  down  | 

the  river  front  over  Manhattan,  executing  various  formations,  while  the  operator  | 
in  the  .rear  cockpit  of  .the  Mitchel.  Field  .plane,  took  many  movies  of  the  squadron 
with  the  magnificent  skyline  qf  New  York  as  .a. background.  The  "Three  Turtles"  | 

dove  and  maneuvered  in  rear  of  the  squadron  during  its  passage  dofm  the  river.  j 

Upon  reaching  the  Battery,  the  squadron  turned  and,  after  attaining  sufficient  i 
altitude,  passed  over  Manhattan,  ■ forming  the  letters  ,"N.Y.*'  ’.  j 

Upon  arrival  at  Roosevelt  Field., . the,  planes  were,  housed  in  hangars  for  the  | 
night,  and  preliminary  arrangement  s-^  were  made,  fp.r  servicing  them,  in  the  morning,  s 
Taxicabs  were  .at  hand,  to  .transport . the  officers  an.d  . men  to  their  hotels,  the 
..  officers,  being, guests,  of  the  .Roo.sevelt . Hotel; during  their  s-tay  . . - . j 

The  First  Pursuit  Group's,  part  of  the -show  on  Saturday  ^ was  marked  with  sue-  | 
cess.  At  each  of  the  four  fields,  Major  Brower  led  the  squadron  through  a well  : 
'timed  series,,  of  maneuvers,  including  .clqse  formation  .work, , formation  dives,  ji 

Lufberry  Circles  and  Eat  Races,  .flying  wedges  and.  let  ter  s,  , such  as  '-'A"  for  Army;  i; 

. **AC"  for  Air  Corps;  and  **N-.I."'for  New- York.  Closely,  following  the  squadron  at  i 
I each  field  came  Lieut.  Griffith,,  leading  the  ,-  !-*Thx"eG.  Turtles , " gracefully  diving,  , 
looping  and. rolling  while  maintaining  perfect-  formation.  In  spite  of  the  fact  jj 
that  some  of  the  planes  had  to  be  refueled  at -one  of  the  intermediate  stops  jj 

during  the  pro.grain,  and  that  one  plane  broke  a. , gas, pllne  line -while  on  the  q 

ground,  the  flight  was  .entirely  on  schedule  throughout  the  afternoon,  |! 

.Due  to  a delay  in  obtaining  fuel  and  oil,  was. not  until  12;40  the  a^ext  jj 
day  that 'the  first  plane,  cleared  .the  gx*ound.  for  r. the  - return  trip.'  After  taking  || 
off  from  Roosevelt,  Field,  the  flight  y.isited'-iValley  .Stream,  Floyd  Bennett',  and  | 

, North  .Beach  in  turn,  then  flew  oven  fenhatta®*  executing - the  letters  "N.Y."  The  i: 
flight  .-then  proceeded  direct,  to  Buffalo-',..  Due  to  the'  excellent  cooperation  of, 

Er.  N.E,  Duffy,  Airport -Manager  at  Biffal-ol  in  servicing, 'and  the  ample  provisionJ' 
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for  Itmch  at  the  field  again  hj?-  the  Curtiss  Corporation,  personally  supervised 
hy  Mr.  T.  P»  Wright,  the-' squadron  \7as  able  to  take  off  within  forty  minutes 
after  landing  at  Euffalo,  and  reached  Selfridge  Field  "before  dark. 

Daring,  the  stop  at  Buffalo  enroute  to  ITew  York,  ^fe^or  Brower  while  leading 
the  squadron  directly  over  the  city  dispatched  the  "Three  Turtles"  to  fly  over 
the  factory  of  the  Curtiss  Aeroplane  and  Motor  Corporation.  The  following  tele- 
gram from  Mr.  Harvey  E.  Ogden,  cf  the  Curtiss  Corporation,  addressed  to  Major 
Brett,  esTpresses  the  appreciation  for  this  gesture; 

"On  "behalf  of  employees  of  the  Curtiss  Company  who  so  seldom  are  able  to 
witness  flying  of  Curtiss  airplanes  at  the  Airport  and  who  almost  never  enjoy  a 
sight  of  formation  flying  I vdsh  to  thank  you  heartily  for  the  exhibition  v/hich 
the  First  Pursuit  Group  gave  to  the  Curtiss  Compa,ny  over  the  factory  this  morn- 
ing. It  is  only  regretted  that  all  the  employees  could  not  have  been  outdoors 
to  see  the  exhibition.  The  Three  Turtles  opened  evergrbody's  eyes  and  a great 
many  mouths . " 

oOo — - 

A PISH  STORY  PP.OM  HAWAII 

"Varied  and  sundry  fish  stories  are  quite  rife  around  these  islands,"  says 
the  Hews  letter  Correspondent  from  Wheeler  Field,  T.H.,  "and  heafersT'are  reluc- 
tant to  give  most  of  them  serious  thought.  This  account,  however,  has  been 
thoroughly  corroborated  and  leaves  nothing  in  disjmte."  Then  the  Correspondent 
goes  on  to  say  that  on  a recent  week  end  Ca-ptain  Asa  J.  Ftheridge,  Air  Corps,  in 
company  with  two  civilian  anglers  from  Honolulu,  set  forth  in  quest  of  excitement 
among  the  finny  tribe.  Excitement  they  were  seeking  and  excitement  they  got.  The 
big  fish  of  the  trip  was  a giant  sword  fish,  which  tiiDped  the  scales  at  900  lbs. 
It  took  some  three  hoiirs  of  hard  labor  and  expert  handiing  to  land  the  "Big  Boy." 
It  Was  finally  accomplished,  however,  which  was  quite  a feat.  Another  sword  fish 
was  enticed  onto  a.  hook,  and  when  landed. it  weighed  some  240  pounds.  Some  other 
Y/arriors  of  the  deep  v/hich  succiunbed  to  the  v/iles  of  the  ambitious  crew  were: 

Four  300-pound  tuna,  fish;  five  50-pound  "small"  tuna,  along  with  several  One  and 
Mahimahi.  Captain  Etheridge  wa,s  much  elated  and  stated  that  labor  Day,  being 
his  birthday,  was  undoubtedly  accountable  for  their  good  luck. 

-cOo— 

PArnm  SCRAPS  HA.VY  FOR  AH  AIR  FORCE 

The  Havy  of  the  Republic  of  Panama,  which  consisted  of  a single  gunboat  used 
for  the  enforeement  of  the  revenue  laws,  is  no  more,  said  craft  having  been  de- 
commissioned and  an  air  force  established.  Captain  C.K.  Travis,  formerly  a mem- 
ber of  the  3rd  Attack  Group,  Air  Corps,  and  v/ho  has  since  been  one  of  the  "crack" 
pilots  of  the  Pan-American  Grace  lines,  lias  been  engaged  as  Chief  Pilot  and  was 
sent  to  the  States  to  bring  back  the  first  of  three  planes  purchased  by  the 
Republic  of  Panama  from  the  Curtiss-"Wriglit  interests. 

Ccnformdng  with  the  policy  of  the  United  States  in  assisting  the  Government 
of  panama  whenever  possible,  permission  was  grauted  for  the  Air  Corps  to  assist 
in  the  training  of  two  -pilots  who  are  to  fly  in  the  recently  organized  air  force 
of  tha.t  country.  Messrs.  Rodolfo  Estreapeaut  and  Eustacio  Chichaco  were  desig- 
nated as  pilots  for  two  nev/  planes,  and  each  is  receiving  ten  hours’  dual  in- 
struction in  a'n  0-19C  Observation  plana,  v/itli  an  Air  Cor-ps  officer  from  France 
Field  as  instructor. 

— — oOo — - 

GLIDERS  CHRIS TSHED 

Word  was 'received  from  Hawaii  to  the  effect  that  the  two.  gliders,  or  sail- 
planes, entered  in  the  Hawaiian  Glider  Meet  from  Wheeler  Field,  recently  received 
the-ir  official  christening,  " The  glider,  owned  by  Lieut.  Wm.  A,  Cocke,  Jr.,  Air 
Reserve,  and  which  set  the  unofficial  world's  record  of  16  hours  and  38  minutes 
during  July,  was  christened  "Hight  Hawk"  by  Mrs.  Cocke.  The  other  glider,  owned 
by  Lieut.  Wm.  A.  Scott,  was  christened  "Albatross."  After  the  christening,  both 
gliders  were  given  several  flight  tests,  and  final  adjustments  were  made  in  pre- 
paration for  an  attempt  to  break  the  official  v/orld's  glider  record  in  the  big 
competition. 
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G-Ej\DUA.TIOH  OS'  STULEITTS  TROU  ADV/.ITCED  TLYING  SCHOOL 

To  the  accompaniment  of  applause  from  the  more  tha,n  1,000  persons  in  the 
aud,ience,  diplormis  and  vdngs  were  awarded  to  the  106  graduates  of  the  Air  Corps 
Advanced  flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  at  the  graduation  exercises  held  on 
Saturday  morning,  October  10th,  in  the  Manicipal  iSiuditorinm  in  San  Antonio. 

Eoth  the  army  and  civic  organizations  joined  in  honoring  the  big  class.  On 
the  platform,  were  four  Brigadier- Generals,  other  high  ranking  officers  of  the 
Army  and  representatives  of  the  city  and  couiity  goveniments  and  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  The  exercises  were  the  first  to  be  held  in  the  Municipal  Auditorium. 
Previously  they  were  held  at  Kelly  Field.  Preceding  the  ceremony,  an  aerial 
review  was  held  at  Kelly  Field. 

llisic  by  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  Band  preceded  the  ceremonies . At 
eleven  o’clock  the  graduates  filed  in  and  took  their  places  in  three  rows  of 
seats  at  the  front  which  had  been  reserved  for  them.  A salute  was  played  as 
Brig. “General  Halstead  Dorey  and  other  officers  took  their  places  on  the  stage. 

In  a brief  address  to  the  graduates,  Brig. “General  Clie.rles  K.  Danforth,  Com- 
manding the  Air  Corps  'Training  Center,  complimented  them  on  loaving  completed  the 
prescribed  course  with  good  records  and  declared  that  "now  ^/our  future  in  the 
Air  Corps  is  u-p  to  you."  Infrequ.ent  accidents  occurring  in  the  course  of  train- 
ing in  the  Air  Corps,  Gereral  Danforth  said,  usuaJly  are  caused  by  no  fault  in 
the  Tplanes.  "Seldom  does  an  airulane  fail  the  man,"  he  said.  "More  frequently 
it  is  the  mau  failing  the  plane,  'hius , knowing  that  our  flying  equipment  is  ef- 
ficient, we  concentrate  on  fitting  the  man  to  handle  this  equipment  under  all 
kinds  of  conditions i" 

County  Judge  W.A.  TiTurzbach  said  tlah  he  understood  members  of  the  class 
represented  41  states  of  the  Union.  For  that  reason  he  believed  they  would  ap- 
preciate hearing  something  of  the  history  of  Texas  and  San  Antonio,  the  scene  of 
their  months  of  training.  He  outlined  the  settZ.ing  of  Texes  and  the  various 
historical  events  in  connection  v;ith  its  long  fight  for  independence. 

feyor  C.M.  Gnambers,  the  next  spsai::er,  asserting  that  the  City  of  San 
Antonio  was  proud  to  liave  the  class  gradiiate  here,  outlined  noted  military  events 
in,  the  nation's  history  with  which  the  city  vras  a.ssociated.  "It  was  here,"  he  ^ 
said,  "that  Gen.  U.3.  Grant  stopped  before  going  into  Mexico.  It  wa.s  here  tliat '■ 
Robert  E.  Lee  made  up  his  mind  to  load  the  Confederate  cause.  Here,  too,  Theodore 
Roosevelt  organized  his  Rough  Riders,  and  it  was  from  San  Antonio  that  the 
President  called  GJeneral  John  J.  Pershing  to  lead  our  troops  in  the  World  War. 

If  I were  asked  to  name  the  greatest  asset  San  Antonio  has,  I vrould  answ'or  un- 
hesitatingly 'the  army.'  A nation  is  Just  as  strong  as  its  army.  I believe  we 
should  ha.ve  a strong  array,  and  we  are  glad  tliat  San  Antonio  is  having  a part  in 
the  training  of  the  flower  of  American  manhood  for  this  great  and  honored  profes- 
sion.", 

Congiressriian  Ea-riu"  M.  Wurzbach  was  invited  to  moke  a brief  tallc,  General 
Danforth  declaring  that  he  "has  been  of  great  service  to  the  army  and  to  the  Air 
Corps."  "In  these  modern  days  of  perverted  pacifism,  when  too  many  Americans 
are  willing  to  doze  under  the  mottled  flag  of  internationalism  instead  of  being 
glad  to  fig^lit  and  give  their  lives  if  necessary  for  the  Stars  and  Stripes,"  llr. 
Wurzbach  said,  "it  is  a heart-warming  and  most  inspiring  sight  to  see  young 
Americans  like  these  wrapped  in  the  uniform  of  the  United  States  Army.  I have 
looked  into  your  faces  and  seen  resolve  and  love  of  country  there,  and  I loiow 
tlie.t  you  are  going  to  reflect  credit  on  your  urofession  and  glory  to  the  United 
States." 

Diplomas  were  presented  by  General  Danforth;  the  Wings  by  Ifejor  Thomas  J. 
Hanley,  Jr.,  Assistant  Commandant  of  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  and  Reserve 
Coiramissions  by  Major  Frederick  L.  Martin,  Comi.iandant  of  the  Advanced  Flying 
School . 

Invocation  and  benediction  were  delivered  by  Rev.  E.M.  Pennell,  Jr. 

Those  on  the  platform  were  Brigadier- G-enerals  Halstead  Dorey,  Fraiok  3. 

Cocheu,  Samuel  D.  Rockenbach  and  Charles  H.  Danforth;  Lieut .-Colonels  Henry  B. 
Gla-.gett  and  Arthur  G.  Fisher;  MaJorsF.L.  ifertin,  T.  J.  Hanley;  Lieut.  E.T. Glenn; 
Mayor  Chambers;  Judge  ?furzbach;  Representative  Wurzbach;  Rev,  E.M.  Pennell,  Jr.; 
Mr.  E.T.  Laubscher,  President  of  the  Chamber. of  Commerce;  Messrs.  W.P.  Tuttle, 

Jack  Beretta,  porter  A.  Whatley  and  Ralph  H.  Durkee,  members  of  the  Military 
Affairs  Comraittee  of  the  Chamber  of.  Comnerce;  County''  Commissioners  A. G. Trawalter 
and  Tom  L.  Abbott;  four  senior  instructors  of  the  Advanced  Flying  School  and  the 
Commandant  of  Cadets. 
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ifelow  Is  given  a list  of  the  gradmtes  and  the  Air  Corps  stations  to  which 
they  have  been  assigned,.  Among  these  graduates  are  41  members  of  the  June,  1930, 
graduating  class, ..of  West  Point;  3. Air  Cor]?,s  officers*  3 officers  of  other 
■branches ' of  the  Military  service , ’ and  61  Plying  Cadets, 


Pt.  Banning,  Ga. 

Washington,  DX. 
Winamac  , Ind, 
Brooklyn, N.Y, 
I'ew  , Orleans , la. 
Minneapolis  5 Minn . 
C-astonia,  H,  C. 


. STUBPira.  OPPICiffi-S  -ERGM  JUIE,  1930, 
To  Brooks  Pield,  gesas ; 

Carl , A.  Brandt , P . A , 

To  Langle:/-  Pield,  Ya.  ; 

Troup  Miller-,  Jr , , Cav, 

E.S.  Preemanjinf. 

Richard  J „ 0 * Keefe Inf , 

D.  M-.  Kilpatrick,  Jr  . PA 
R.  C. Hutchinson  ,P.A. 

H,P.  Dellinger, Inf . 

To  Iferch  Pield,  Calif. 

Aubrey  K, Dodson, PA 
Millard  Lewis,  PA 
Anthony  E. Ourcio, Inf , 

David  H.  Baker, GAG 
Charles  W.  Haas, .SC 
Harold  L. Smith,  PA 
Joseph  A.  Miller, Inf. 

Othel  R .Deer ing , Inf . 

M.  L.  Harding,  CAC 
Birrell  Walsh,  PA 
Daniel  A.  CooiDer , Inf  . 


CLASS , UMTED  STATES  MILITARY  ACADEIvU 
To  Hawa'ir.an  Department ; 

Lauris ■ Horstad, Cav.  Minneapolis , Minn. 
To.  Self ridge  Pield,  Mich. ; 

Clark  IT. Piper, CAC  Paris,  111. 

¥m,  D,  Eckert,  PA  Madison,  Ind. 

Henry  A.  Winters  Jnf.  Gilfport,  Miss. 
P.W.  Castle,  Engrs.  Momtain  Lakes, H.J. 


Mashville,  Arlv 
Chicago,  111. 
Brookls-nijH.  Y, 
Richmond  Hill  ,11.  Y, 
El.lendale,  II,D, 
Washington,  Pa. 
Mt.  Teriion.S.D. 
Tolar,  Texas 
■ Pulaski , Va . 
Stoughton,  Wis. 
Er  0 okl  ine , Idas  s , 


Gerry  LXfeson,  Inf . 
Eowa.rd  M.  McCoy, PA 
Geo.P.  Schlatter  ,Eigrs, 
Ivhrk  E . Bradley,  Jr . PA 
Ho  rmaii  R . Burne  1 1 Inf . 
To  Panama  Canal  Zone; 

Kurt  M.  Landon,Inf. 
Heal  Ausman , CAC 
To  the  Phili'yoines ; 

Elmer  L.  Meguire,SC 
James  S.  Sutton,  CAC 
Thetus  C.  Odom,  SC 
To  Msfhor  Pield,  - Calif . 

Horris  J,  Lee,  Cav. 
Ernest  E.  Holtzen,PA 
Edwin  S.  Perrin, CAC 
Sony  Smith,  Inf. 

John  C.  Kiroorn,rA 


To  Hardol-ph  Yield,  Texas; 

R . P , Swof  f 0 r d , Jr . Eng , Iiidepende nc e , Mo . 

To  Se If r i dge  Pield, Mi ch , ; 

P . W , Blanchard , Jr . Inf . Highland  Pk , S.L 
To  PhlliTroings ; 

Wiley  D.  Ganey,PA  Andalusia,  Ala. 

OTHER  STUDEHT  OPPICERS  GRADUATED 
1st  Lieut.  Wra.  0.  Eareckson,  Air  Corps,  to  Hawaiian  Department. 

1st  Lieut.  -Benjamin  T.  'Starkey,  Air  Corps,  to  Randolph  Field,  Texas'.^ 
2nd  Lieut.  Harold  Q,.  Huglin,  Pield  Art,,  to  Tangley  Field,  Ya.  • ’ 

2nd  Lieut.  Harry  G.  Montgomery,  Jr.,  Infantry,  to  Langley  Field,  Va. 
2nd  Lieut.  George  L,- Murray,  Air  Corps,  to  Mather  Field,  Calif. 

2nd  Lieut,  David  R.  Gibbs,  Cavalry,  to  ]\fe,ther  Field,  Calif.. 

FLYIHG  CADETS  GRADUATED 
Assigned  to  extended  active  duty. 


Buffalo,  H.Y. 
Elmira,  H.Y. 
Fostoria,  Ohio 
Clernson,  S.C. 
Graham-,-  Texas 

Carlinville , 111 . 
Cherokee,  Iowa 

Portal, , H.D. 
Findlay,  Ohio 
Iftirf reesbqro , Tenn. 

Poa,lo  ,Kans. 
Smithton,  Mq. 
Caster,  S.D.. 
Clarksville ,Tenh. 
Cisco,  Texas 


To  Selfridge  Field. 

John  B.  Adams 
Mayhew  D.  Blaine 
LaT^rance  0 , Erovm 
Benton  W.  Davis 
William  H.  Dun 
John  P.  Fraim,  Jr. 
James  0.  Guthrie 
Cecil  M.  Hefner 
Lester  C.  Hoi tan 
Dan  Hugjies,  Jr, 
Joseph  D.  Lee, Jr. 
Phare s McFerren 
Jos  eph  A,  Muf  f at 
Clyde  A.  Parlette 
John  D.  Pitman 
Elbert  H.  Schlanser 
Robert  H.  Talbott 
Lee  C.  Weber 
Charles  M.  Wilson 
lo,,  Langley  Field.  Va 

Charles  H.  Biggs 

Henry  E.  Vos, 

Robert  L.  Young 


Mich. ; 

Stephens , 
Greensburg, 
Clinton, 

St.  Charles, 
Hoisington, 

Kokomo , 
Bismarck, 

Eluef ield, 
Wash'burn , 

Ponce  de  Leon, 
Pleasant ville,  H.Y. 
Baldwin  City,Kans. 
Detroit , Mich, 
Lakewood,  Ohio 
Huntsville,  Ala. 
Horwood,  Ohio 
Liberty,  Ind. 
Davenport,  Iowa 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Mt,  Vernon,  Ohio 
Grand  Rapids, Mich, 

. Ann  Ar'bor,  Mich.  , 


To  larch  Field,  Calif. 

Ark.  Stuart'  D.  Baird 

Mo.  Tlioma,s  W,  Eavis,Jr, 

Ind.  Richard  W.  French, Jr, 

111.  Samuel  J.GormlypJr. 

Kans.  Burton  H.  Hall 

I^iss,  James  R.McCleskey , Jr. 

H.D.  Jolm  R.  Merritt 
W.Va..  Daniel  C .'Pearson, Jr. 

H.D,  Henry  G. Reynolds 
Fla,  . Allen  P.  Shelly 

fervin  F.  St alder 
To  Crlssy  Field , Calif. ; 

Philip.  B.  Foote  „ Los  Angeles , Calif , 
Jefferson  J. Davis,  Wo o dlak'e , Calif . 

Robert  W.  Merrick  Portland,  Ore. 

Richard  B. Robbins, San  Bernardino, Calif . 
To  Scott -Field,  111.  ' . 

Vernet  V'.Poupltch  , Chicago, 111. 

To  Mather  Field,  Calif. 

Earl  H.  Jacobsen  ' Oakland, Calif . 

John  H.  Kelly  Palo  Alto , Calif . 

Alvin  Sclimidt,  . , Oakland,  Calif, 

M.B.  Woodworth, Jr,  San  Francisco, Calif . 


Upland, Calif. 
Redlands,  Calif. 
Long  Beach, Calif. 
Alhambra,  Calif. 

meson,  Ariz. 
G1 endal e , Cal if . 
Ennis,  Texas 
Roswell,  H.M. 
Alhambra,  Calif. 
Atchison,  Kans. 
Riverside,  Calif. 
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[r6  Mitchel  Field,.  IT.Y. 

Norinan  E.  BDrden.Jr. 


Woodstock, 


James  A.  Detlarco 
Louis  H.  G-it Zinger 
John  J.  May 
Daniel  I.  Moler 
Cecil  TiT.  Odell 
Henry  E.  Wheeler 
Alfred  G.  fitter 
Hot  assigned; 

Lester  M.  Marriner 


Washington, 
Dayton, 
Port  Chester, 
Baker stoTO, 
Mt.  Vernon, 
Bel  Air, 
Belief onte, 

Chicago , 


Bo  Brooks  Eield,  Texas; 

Vt.  John  H.  Novalce  Maxwell  Pield.Ala. 

D.C.  Henry  S.  Houston  Cheraw,  Colo. 

Ohio  Richard  C.  Nagle , Colo 'rado  Springs , Colo. 
N.I.  Harold  L.  Baird 

f.Va.  James  E.  Darby 

N.Y.  James  N.  McCormick 

Md.  Keroieth  H.  Groeson 

Pa.  Jay  G . Brown 

Howard  C.  Denison 
111.  Lewis  V.  Stanley 

• — oOo—™ 


Denver,  Colo. 
Colfax,  Ind. 
Bay  City, Mich. 
Ijiaryville,  Mo. 
Troy,  Mo. 
Ean.dolph  Field,  Texas 
Salt  Lal?:e  City,  Utah 


LOCATING  GRAZING  UJm  BY  AERIAL  PHOTOGRAPHY 


Operating  from  Meekers  Ranch,  which  is  at  an  elevation  of  9,000  feet  above 
sea  level,  1st  Lieut.  Ray  Wilson  of  the  120th  Observation  Squadron,  Colorado  | 

■ National  Guard,  has  been  photographing  700  square  miles  of  mountain  territory  i 
north  of  Gunnison,  Colorado.  Tlae  U.S.  Forest  Service  is  definitely  locating  new 
grazing  lands  from  aerial  photographs.  Sergeant  Ring,  of  the  120th  Photo  Sec- 
tion, has  been  operating  the  camera  at  an  altitude  of  23,500  feet  and  has  been 
using  oxygen. 

According  to  the  News  Letter  Correspondent,  Lieut.  Wilson  made  a landing  in 
a sparsely  settled  spot  in  the  hills  and  encountered  an  elderly  man  on  whose 
farm  he  had  landed.  The  farmer  was  quite  deaf,  and, when  asked  if  there  were  any 
deer  nearby,  ansvrered  "How  many  bottles  do  you  waiit?"  Ray  succeeded  in  getting 
a five  point  buck  weighing  over  250  pounds  dressed.  Many  officers  in  the  squad- 
ron will  eat  wild  meat  for  a while. 

oOo 

PURSUITERS  PARTICIPATE  IN  BATTLE  CREEIC  CENTENNIAL 

Jfejor  C-erald  E.  Brower,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  First  pu.rsuit  Group; 

Lieut.  Harry  A.  Johnson,  CoiniTianding  Officer  of  the  94th  Pursuit  Squadron,  and 
Lieut.  Paul  W.  Wolf,  Operations  Officer  of  Selfridge  Field,  represented  the 
First  Pursuit  Group  and- Selfridge  Field  on  the  occasion  of  the  Battle  Creek, 

Mich. , Centennial  on  October  3rd  and  4th.  They  arrived  at  the  Nellogg  Airport 
at  Battle  Creek  at  4;30  p.m.  October  3rd,  and  landed  between  the  events  of  a 
dead-stick  landing  contest.  .After  a short  time  at  the  Airport,  the  pilots  were 
taken  to  their  hotel  in  town.  In  the  evening  the;?-  were  guests,  along  with  Major 
"Jimmy"  Doolittle,  at  the  Battle  Creek  Saddle  and  Hunt  Club. 

— -oOo — - 

AIR  CORPS  COOPERATION  APPRECIATED 

A;ppre elating  the  cooperation  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  in  the  National  Air 
Races  held  in  Cleveland  recently,  the  Contest  ChaArman  of  the  Air  Races,  Ivtr. 

E.W.  "Pop"  Cleveland,  addressed  the  follovAng  letter  to  Major  George  H.  Brett, 
Commanding  Officer  pf  Self ridge  Field,  who  was  in  charge  of  Air  Corps  Troups 
at  the  Races: 

"Dear  Major  Brett: 

On  Dehalf  of  the  Contest  Committee  of  the  National  Air  Races,  wish  to  thank 
you  for  the  cooperation  and  courtesies  accorded  this  department  during  the  1931 
National  Air  Races. 

This  letter  is  slightly  delayed,  however,  I think  you  will  agree  with  me 
when  I mention  the  fact  that  it  was  delayed  due  to  the  writer  taking  a short  va- 
cation immediately  after  the  Races,  which  was  more  or  less  needed. 

I really  believe  that  the  cooperation  from  the  Army  this  year  was  even 
better  than  in  the  previous  years,  and  I sincerely  hope  we  will  he  fortunate 

enough  to  have  your  branch  of  the  service  with  us  again  next  year,  commanded  by 

yourself  and  the  assistants  who  were  with  you  this  year. 

Kindly  tender  our  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  to  Major  Brower  and 
Lieut.  Griffith. 

Kindest  personal  regards, 

(Sgnd)  E.  W.  CLEVELAND." 
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PMACHUTE  DESIGimD  TO  LOWER  CABIN  OE  TRANSPORT  PLANE 


The  question  as  to  whether  passengers  on  transport  planes  should  wear  the 
parachute  is  a inuch  mooted  one.  There  are  two  sides  to  practically  every  ques- 
tion, and  the  one  under  discussion  is  no  exception  to  the  rule.  Some  officials 
of  air  transport  lines  contend  that  to  require  passengers  to  wear  the  parachute 
is  a deterrent  influence  in  that  it  lowers  their  morale  and  instills  douhts  in 
their  mind  as  to  the  safety  of  air  travel.  This  contention  is  answered  hy  advo- 
cates of  the  parachute,  who  point  to  the  ocean  liner  as  a safe  and  popular 
medium  of  transportation  which,  regardless  of  its  safety,  is  required  hy  law  to 
he  equipped  with  a sufficient  numher  of  life  heats  and  life  preservers  and  is 
still  popular,  although  these  safeguards  are  visible  and  their  presence  very 

They  further  contend  that,  while  the  airplane  has  hcen  developed  to 


a high  point  efficiency,  the  frailty 
of  human  nature  is  something  that  can- 
not he  comhatted  successfully;  that 
mistalces  and  errors  in  Judgment  are 
hound  to  happen  just  as  surely  as  acci- 
dents cannot  always  he  avoided,  and 
that  as  an  "Ace-in-the-hole"  the  para-, 
chute  is  a mdght:/-  handy  thing  to  have  ■ 
at  hand  when  human  life  is  imperiled. 
j::5^t  costs  little  Compared  to  the  value 
\ of  a human  life. 

j The  man  who  has  done  so  much  to 

bring  the  parachute  to  its  present 


state  of  periection  - Ivte,jor  E.L.  Hoffman,  Air  Corps,  - is  still  at  it,  workings, 
away  iiidustriously  in  various  parachute  experiments  to  make  the  vrorld  safe  for 
flying.  He  is  determined  to  make  bigger  and  better  parachutes  - parachutes 
large  enough  to  lower  passengers  in  air  transports  hy  the  wholesale. 

Experiments  liave  been  conducted  hy  others  in  the  attempt  to  perfect  a 
parachu,te  which  will  lower  an  entire  airplane  to  the  ground  without  serious 
damage,  hut  at  this  stage  of  the  game  exhaustive  tests  thus  far  carried  out 
appear  to  indicate  that  a single  parachute  hy  means  of  which  a crippled  airplane 
could  he  lowered  to  the  ground  has  not  reached  the  practical  s-tage. 

Tlae  failure  thus  far  to  devise  a pa.rachute , capable  of  lov/ering  an  entire 
plane  to  the  ground  should  not  he  viewed  with  alarm,  nor  should  it  prove  a 
source  of  disappointment  to  enthusiastic  advocates  of  this  safety  device.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  may  transpire  tliat  the  lowering  of  an  entire  airplane  to  the 
ground  may  court  disaster  for  the  pilot  and  passengers.  In  the  x>a-st  there  were 
a nnmDer  of  instances  where  planes  caught  fire  in  the  air,  due  to  overheating 
of  the  motor,  breakage  of  the  gasoline  line,  or  other  causes.  The  fire  general- 
ly starts  in  proximity  to  the  hot  exhaust  stacks  of  the  engine  and  then  proceeds 
to  spread.  To  lower  an  entire  airplane  to  the  ground  via  parachate  in  such  a 
contingency  would  prove  anything  hut  a safety  measure  for  the  occupants  thereof. 
Eire  is  a terrifying  menace,  whether  on  land,  on  water  or  in  the  air,  and  any 
device  calculated  to  facilitate  the  escape  of  passengers  therefrom  is  certainly 
mach  to  he  desired.  The  proposition,  therefore,  of  constructing  transport 
planes  with  detachable  cabins  which  a giant  parachute  could  lift  off  into  space 
in  the  event  of  an  emergency  has  much  to  commend  itself.  The  sketches  on  this 
page  and  the  succeeding  one  may  he  described  as  follows;-- 

Eigure  1,-  Plane  wing  breaks;  Eig.  2,-  pilot  ^ chute’ opens;  Eig.  3,-  It  is 
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ready. to  pull  -open  the  n^iii  ‘chutS"';  fig.!  4'-  Main  ‘chute .lifts  cabin  from  the 
plane; ' Sig.  5.,-..Gabin'''drifts -do'vhiV  as  does 'pilot, 

" ' The  farachut.e  Branch  .'of  the  Materiel  Division  at  Wright  field,  Dayton,  0.',  : 

under' the  .supervision  .of  "J.feg or  Eoffiiian;,  busied  itself  the  past  summer  uith  ex- 
periments. on  a huge  parachute,  80  feet  in  diameter , designed  to  lower  to  the 
ground  in  safety-  a detachable  cabin  of  a passenger  plane  with  its  occupants. 

This  pa'rachate,  the  largest  one  thus  far  constmeted,  has  been  tested  by  dropping 
2 ,500  pounds  of  lead . weight ' from’''  a ' ■ 


■ moving  plane , Heavier  loads  have ■ been 
used  for  other  tests.  Daring  tliess 
periinents,  a target  glider , attached  to 
the  top  of  the  center  section  hf  an 
airplane,  served  as  a vest  pocket 
edition  of  a transport 
plane . The  parachute 
was  attached  to  the 
center  section  of  the 
target  glider.  The 
center  section  of 
the  fusel.'"  ge  of  the 
target  glider  was 
a cut  out  and 
painted  to  re- 
semble the  cabin 
of  a transport 
plane , A 
slight  tug  was 
all  that  W’a 
required  to 
pull  this 
simalated 
cabin 


\ 


/ 


i-'''  'h-u' 


and  away  from  the  target  glider..  The  parachute  was  operated  by  means  of  a 
timing  device.  After  the  taice-off  of  the  airplane  and  when  the  time  arrived 
for  the  parachute  to  "do  its  staff,"  the  little  pilot  chute  unfurled  itself  to 
the  breese,  pulled  out  the  big  clrate  which,  in  turn,  yaadeed  the  immitation 
cabin' out  of  the  target  glider. 

In  experimenting  with  the  big  80-ioot  parachute,  as  imich  as  3,000  pounds 
of  lead  weight  were  taken  a.loft  in  a Bombing  plane  to  determine  how  this  load 
would  be  handled  when  dropped  from  the  plane.  The  big  Triangle  chute  appeared 
to  liandle  the  load  easily, , billowed  out  and  floated  gently  to  the  ground.  Motion 
pictures  taken  of  the  experiments  showed  tliak  this  big  load  reached  terra  firma 
in  a slow,  easy  glide. 

The  80-foot  diameter  Triangle  parachute  is  designed  to  carry  a normal  load 
of  2,500  poiuids,  or  the  equivalent  of  a 12-pa.sseiiger  cabin  of  a transport  plane. 
It  is  made  of  silk  material  and  is  designed  to  be  housed  in  the  top  of  the 
Cabin.  A pull  of  s.  lever  by  the  pilot  is  all  wkich  is  required  to  effect  its 
release.  The  pilot  chute,  tucked  away  in  the  tail  group  of  the  airnlane,  is  the 
first  to  obey  the  surrmons  of  the  -aulled  lever.  In  the  space  of  three  seconds 
the  big  ‘chute  is  open  and,  with  a load  of  2,500  po'onds , its  rate  of  descent  to 
the  ground  is  approximately  18  feet  per  second.  Being  the  Triangle  type  and 
hence  lending  itself  readily  .to  steering, ' dangerous  or  undesirable  landing 
places  can  be  avoided,  by  raanipu.lating  the  shroud  lines. 

Tliose  engaged  in  this-. experimental  work' have  high  hopes  for  this  new  type 
of  parachute,  asserting  ttet  it  should  be -''a  siraxole  engineering  problem  to  sc 
constract  the  cabin  of  a modern  passengef"''plane  that  the  mere  palling  of  a 
lever  by  the  pilot,,  when  an  .extreme  'emergency  arises,  would  free  it  entirely 
from  the  rest  of  the  “plane  and  leave  the  big  parachute  to  lift  it  from  the 
danger  zone  and  then  proceed  to  lower  it  gently  to  toira  firma. 
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Itoat  about  the  -.rilot?  Of  course,  he  w5J.l  T,vear  an  individual  parachute  and 
when,  like  a true  ship  captain,  he  sees  his  passengers  well  on  the  road  to  safety, 
he  will  .leave  his  ship,  yank  the  rip  cord  and  join  the  Catorpillar  Club. 

Interviewed  by  a representative  of  the  Associa,tod  Press  regarding  the  cabin 
parachute,  Major  Hoffraen  stated,  in  effect,  as  follows; 

"The  development,  if  it  fulfills  promise,  will  not  bs  limited  to  use  when 
something  happens  to  an  airplane  in  ..the  air.  Our  glider  experiments  have  shown 
that  even  when  the  cabin  is  detached  the  air-plane  will  fly.  Thus,  with  the 
cabin  * chute,  a pilot  may  be  sent  with  su.pplies,  medicine,  soldiers,  or  food  to 
flood-ridden  regions  and  drop  a cabin  to  the  needy,  repeating  the  operation  as 
often  as  is  necessary. 

The  cabin  ’chute,  we  have  calculated,  will  not  weigh  more  than  30  pounds  per 
passenger  seat,  perhaps  less.  The  individual  parachute  weighs  SO-pounds  per 
passenger.  Besides  the  loss  of  life  when  a transport  plane  crashes,  usually 
everyone  aboard  is  killed  and  there  is  no  way  of  determining  what  happened. 
the  cabin  ^ chute,  we  hope  that  not  only  lives  will  be  saved  but  also  that  those 
a.board  will  be  able  to  report  exactly  . what  happened  so  that  the  fault  may  be 
remedied. 

The  ca.bln  (chute,  we  believe,  will  have  many  advantages  over  the  plane- 
paraxhute  which  has  been  given  some  tests.  In  the  latter,  the  parachute  must  be 
exceedingly  large,  and  there  is  no  way  for  the  loassengers  to  get  away  if  fire 
breaks  out.  I’or "passenger  planes  we  have  figured  out  that  it  will  cost  15  cents 
per  day  per  x^assenger  seat  to. .equip  them  with  the  device.'* 

— oOo— 


PUBSUITBRS  .STAGI5  DEHOlSmTIOlT  AT  EOET  SHERimH 


A squadron  of  18  Pursuit  planes,  augmented  by  three  staff  planes,  proceeded 
to  the  Curtiss-Heynolds  Airoort 'at  Chicago,  111.,  on  the  morning  of  3e-ptember 
26th  for  the  annual  tacticai  inspection  of  the  Corps  Area  Commander,  Ih-j or- General 
Prank  Parker,  arid  later  to  give  a demonstration  at  Port  Sheridan.  Major  George 
H.  Brett,  Commanding  Officer  of  Selfridge  Field,  led  the  ilight.  Major  G.E. 
Brower,  Connmanding  Officer  of  the  First  pursuit  Group,  was  accomipanied  by  two  p 
members  of  his  staff,,  Lieut s.  Johm  S.  Griffith  and  Paul  W.  Wolf.  Lieut.  Harry  A. 
Johnson  led  the  Squadron  of  18'-qlanes,  coraxDosed  almost  entirely  of  pilots  of  the 
94th  Pursuit  Sqt!.ad'ron.  Lieut.  Paul  M.  Jacobs,  piloting  a Ford  Transport,  carried 
9 enlisted  men  to  Curtiss-Pe^Taolds  Aiigoort  to  a,id  in  servicing. 

Shortly  following  the  take-off,  members  of  the  flight  noticed  that  one  side 
of  the  landing  gear  of  the  pla.ne  -pilo't®’!  ^>7  Lieut.  Boland  L.  Sansbury  had  broken 
and  was  hanging  do\’im.  below  normal  -position.  Directed  by  his  element  leader  to 
return  to  .Self ridge  Field,  Lie-ut.  Salisbury,,  after  dropping  note.s.  to  the  ground 
for  information,  made  a creditable  laruding  on  one  wheel.  He  sustained  no  injury 
and  his  plane  wa.s  only  slightly  demerged - 

Immediately  upon  arrival  of  the  planes  at  the  airport,  they  were  lined  u-p  in 
squadron  front  on  the  apron,  and  the  pilots,  after  plcvcing  their  ^oaracliutes  on 
the  left  wings,  took  their  -places  in  front  of  their  airplanes.  Tlio  Squadron  was 
then  ins-pected  by  Major-General  Parker  and  his  staff.  After  the  inspection,  the 
pilots  were  taken  by  car  to  see  the  -polo  field  at  Fort' Sheridan,  where  in  the  af- 
ternoon t'he  tactical  firing  would-  take  -place  and  the  demonstration  would  be  given. 
Immediately  after  luncheon  at  the  .Officers’-  Club  at  F^rt  Sheridan,  they  returned 
to  the  air-port . 

A squadron  of  18. -planes,  led  by  Lieut.  Harry  A,  Johnson,  took  off  at  3;00 
o’clock  and,  after  a few  -preliminary  maneuvers,  ^passed  in  review  at  the  polo 
field  at  Fort  Sheridan  at  3;15,  when  the  program  was  officially  begun.  Des-pite  a 
very  strong  wind  and  extremely  rough  air,  the  sq-aadron  proceeded  co  execute 
eleme-nts  in  line,  flights  in  line,  the  letters  "A.C.,"  a Lufberry  Circle,  and  a 
rat  race,  interspersed  with  close  order  drill  and  element  dives.  Miile  the  squad- 
ron was  .climbing  iii  the  Lufberry  Circle,  fejor  Brower  and  Lieut.  Griffith  staged 
a "dog  fight"  for  a few  minutes  and  then  broke  balloons  sent  up,  at  intervals  from 
the  polo  field*  For  the  final  ma.neuver,  one  flight  of  the  squadron  was  detached 
and  fired  at.  targets  laid  out  at  one  end  of  the  polo  field  while  in  formation, 
demonstrating  thaj;  even  under  difficult  weather  conditions  effective  fire  can  be 
delivered  from  airx:)lanes  flying  in  formation. 

Folio-wing  the  demonstration,.,  the.  Sixth  Corps  Area  Pol-o  team  played  a match 
with  the  .Vermillion  All  Star  team,  composed  of  leading  players  in  the  Chicago 
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The  following  letter  from  General  Parker,  received  hy  the  Commanding  Officer  j 
of  Selfridge  Held,  expresses  his  opinion  as  to  the  result  of  the  inspection  and 
demonstration; 

”1.  I desire  to  express  my  gratification  to  yoii,  I&ijor  Brower  and  the  indi- 
vidual pilots  of  the  1st  pursuit  Group  who  took  part  in  the  tactical  inspection 
of  this  unit  end  air  demonstration  given  at  Port  Sheridan  on  September  26th.  The 
maneuvers  of  the  unit  as  a wiiole  and  as  individual  planes  merit  the  highest  coim- 
mendakion. 

2.  A copy  of  this  letter  v/ill  he  attached  to  the  efficiency  report  of  all 
officers  concerned,"  ' ' • 

OOO- — 

iffiPRESEl'JTATIYE  JAMES  VISITS  AIH  COUPS  PIELES 

Chanute  Field,  on  October  9th,  was  host  to  the  Hon.  W.  Prank  James,  Cliairman  i 
of  the  Military  Affairs  Committee,  House  of  Representatives,  who  arrived  in  a 
Ford  G-4  Transport,  accompanied  by  Lieut. -Col.  Jacob  E.  Fickel,  Chief  of  the 
Buildings  and  Grounds  division,  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps.  Lieut.  L.S. 
Stranathan  piloted  the  Transport.  The  party  landed  at  12;30  p.m. , and  was  enter- 
tained at  luncheon  at  the  Officers*  MesS  by  Lieut. -Col,  and  Mrs.  James  A.  Mars 
and  other  officers  and  ladies. 

After  luncheon,  lit.  James  and  Col.  Fickel,  escorted  by  the  Commanding  Officer 
and  his  staff,  inspected  barracks,  quarters  and  other  buildings  and  facilities  at 
Chanute  Field,  departing  e,t  about  S;00  o’clock. 

Ivir-.  James  is  a frequent  and  welcome  visitor  to  Air  Corps  stations.  His  his- 
tory, as  identified  with  the  Air  Corps,  is  unicue.  His  arrival  at  Clianute  Field 
marked  720  hours  of  flying  with  the  Air  Corps,  and  he  expects,  upon  his  present 
inspection  tour,  literally  flying  from  daylight  to  dark,  to  complete  800  hours. 

He  is  primarily  an  enthusiastic  friend  of  the  Air  Corps,  and  numbers  many  of  its 
officers  as  personal  friends  of  long  standing. 

Selfridge  Field,  Mich.,  was  visited  by  Mr.  Jamies  and  Col.  Fickel  on  October 
6th.  Mr.  James  expressed  him=self  as  pleased  with  the  progress  made  in  the  con-  ; 

struction  now  going  on  at  that  post,  and  with  the  cooperation  between  the  Post  '■  !j 

Commander  and  contrextors  in  connection  with  flying  operations  and  other  post 
activities.  He  was  the  iguest  of  15ajor  George  K.  Brett,  the  Post  Comm.ander,  and 
on  the  morning  of  October  7th,  after  mialiing  an  inspection  of  the  post,  the  aerial  ,1 
visitors  de-parted  for  Wright  Field.  i 

oOo 

■ AH  ALOHil  FLIGHT  III  HOHOR  OF,  THE  SSCRETjhRY  OP  WAR  ■, 

Upon  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  the  Hon.  Patrick  J.  Hurley,  Secretary  of  i 
far,  to  Hawaii  on  October  ISth,  an  "Alo’na"  flight  was  staged  in  his  honor.  On 
the'  following  day,  an  Aerial  Heviewr  was  flown  for  lit.  Harley  at  Schofield  i 

Barracks,  which  was  p':'rticipated  in  by  the  entire  18th  Composite  Wing  of  the  [ 

Hawaiian -Department , composed  cf  approximately  75  airplanes,  including  Bombers,  3 

Attack,  Observation  and  Pursuit  planes,  commanded  by  Lieut. -Col.  Gerald  C. Brant,  j 

Participating  in  the  "Aloha"  Flight  were  three  Ha vy  Squadrons,  consisting  of  36  t 
airplanes . ;! 

Tt;o  Sikorsky  airplanes  having  been  placed  at  , his  disposal,  part  of  the  itin-  t 
erary  of  the  Secretary  of  far  consisted  of  a flight  around  the  Island  of  Oahu, 
giving  him  and  his  party  a wonderful  view  of  all  military  and  naval  bases  on  the 
Island.  Mr.  Hurley  departed  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  for  the  mainland  as  a ’ 
passenger  on  the  "President  Hoover." 

oOo—  1 

SKY  PILOTS  MEET  • « 

Yes,  Johnny,  there  are  two  kinds  of  Sky  Pilots  - those  who  fly  airplanes  ; 
and  those  who  preach  the  gospel.  There  was  a get-together  meeting  of  both  at 
Self ridge  Field,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich.  The  Hows  Letter  Correspondent  states  that  | 

on  October  1st,  fifty  carloads  of  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  and  their  families 
who'Were  attending  a Baptist  Convention  at  Mt.  Clemens,  visited  Selfridge  Field. 
Officers  acting  as  guides  met  the  cars  upon  arrival  and  conducted  the  people 
over  the  Post,  showing  them  the  new  construction  and  the  present  layout  of  the  ' 
buildings, 
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newspapers  throu^out  the  coimtry,  in  referring  to  the  Caterpillar  Cluh, 
have  generally  characterized  it  as  an  exclusive  organization,  and  rightly  so, 
since  memhership  therein  is  limited  to  persons  isTavelin--  hy  air  who,  in  the 
event  of  an  extreme  emergencj'’,  saved  their  lives  through  the  use  of  the  para- 
chute. Of  late  the  Caterpillar  Club  has  assumed  an  even  more  exclusive  aspect, 
inasmuch  as  it  can  now  he  said  that  one  initiated  therein  has  joined  the 
"Four  Hundred." 

Ihe  roster  of  the  Caterpillar  Club  at  this  writing  shows  411  names,  the 
latest  member  to  be  initiated  being  S.J.  Jaros,  Chief  Airplane  Pilot,  U.S.Havy, 
who  was  forced  to  take  to  his  chute  when,  during  dive  bombing  practice,  the 
fabric  stripped  off  the  wings. 

In  the  last  compilation  of  the  roster  of  the  Caterpillar  Club,  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Hews  Letter  of  June  30,  1931,  the  figures  then  given  were  371 
lives  saved  and  386  jumps,  15  being  repeaters.  As  fa.r  as  known,  there  have 
been  no  repeaters  since  that  time,  so  that  the  standing  of  the  new  "Pour 
Hundred"  Society  at  present  is  411  lives  saved  and  426  jumps  made. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  while  Caterpillar  Club  Common  has  enjoyed 
an  uninterrupted  rise  from  its  very  inception,  the  surge  upward  was  not  as  sen- 
sational this  year  as  was  the  case  last  year.  There  was  a gratifying  depres- 
sion (Sn  the  Caterpillar  ’Change  of  40  initiations  this  year  during  the  period 
from  January  1 to  Hovember  1,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  last  year.  In 
other  words,  114  emergency  jumps  were  made  in  the  first  ten  months  of  1930  as 
against  74  for  the  same  period  of  time  this  year.  It  may  be  pertinent  to  re- 
mark, however,  that,  so  far  as  Caterpillar  Club  stock  is  concerned,  short  sell- 
ing does  not  exist.  The  curve  is  always  upward  and,  since  accidents  can  be 
minimized  but  not  always  avoided,  the  aristocratic  title  now  given  the  p 

Caterpillar  Club,  viz:  "The  Pour  Iiundred  Society,"  ma^?-  in  the  not  distant 
future  have  to  be  discarded  for  one  mors  appropriate. 

Candidates  who  have  been  duly  initiated  into  the  exalted  Order  of 
Caterpillars  since  the  last  revision  of  the  roster  are  listed  below,  as  follows; 


Ho. 

Date 

Hame 

Ranic 

Place  of  Jumu 

372 

tlay 

12 

J.K.  Carr is 

Civilian 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

373 

May 

26 

William  G.  Swan 

Civilian 

Atlantic  City,  H.J. 

374 

June 

6 

Karl  H . White 

Civilian 

Robertson,  Mo. 

375 

June 

19 

A1  Howe 

Civilian 

Hear  Leandro,  Calif. 

376 

June 

19 

Irwin  K.  McWilliams 

Civilian 

Asheville,  H.C. 

166 

June 

23 

James  H.  Doolittle 

Major,  Air  Cor-ps  Res 

.East  St.  Louis,  111. 

377 

July 

20 

Prancis  X.  Kelly 

2nd  Lt . Air  Conjs  " 

Hewington,  Conn. 

378 

July 

20 

David  L.  Snicer 

Bergo^nt,  Air  Corps 

Hewington,  Conn. 

379 

July 

27 

Pred  J.  O’ileil 

Boston,  Mass. 

380 

July 

27 

0.  P.  Pierson 

2nd  Lt . A.C.  Resserve  Boston,  Ivlass. 

381 

Aug. 

2 

Frederick  Postal 

Civilian 

Imlay  City,  Mich. 

382 

Aug. 

6 

Harry  A.  Johnson 

1st  Lt  . Air  Corps 

Selfridge  Field, Mich, 

383 

Aug. 

7 

Kenneth  ¥.  Mosher 

2nd  Lt.  A.C.  Res. 

Selfridge  Field, Mich. 

384 

Aug. 

7 

Robert  W.  Barns 

2nd  Lt , A.C.  Res. 

Self ridge  Field, Mich. 

385 

Aug. 

10 

Weldon  E.  Rhoades 

2nd  Lt.  Air  Corps 

Waianae  Mt  s . , Hawai i ; 

386 

Aug. 

10 

Roland  E.  Meade 

2nd  Lt . A .C . Res. 

Waianae  Mt  s . Hawai i . 

387 

Aug. 

10 

James  D . Koons 

Private, Air  Corps 

Waianae  Mts.  Hawaii. 

388 

Aug. 

14 

William  DaBall 

Civilian 

Cortland  Airport,  H.Y. 

389 

Aag. 

14 

Stanley  Vossler 

Civilian 

Cortland  Airport, H.Y. 

390 

Aug, 

17 

William  P.  Day 

2nd  Lt.  A.C.  Res. 

Self ridge  Field, Mich, 

391 

Aug. 

23 

Joseph  Walkos 

Private, Air  Corps 

Wayne  Co,  Airport, Midi, 

392 

Aug. 

27 

Edward  Winfield 

Civilian 

Exeter,  Hebraska. 

393 

Aug. 

31 

L.H.  Sanderson 

Lt  . U.S.  Marines 

Cleveland,  Ohio, 

394 

Aug. 

31 

W.  0.  Brice 

Lt.  U.S.  Marines 

Cleveland,  Ohio, 

395 

Sept. 

1 

Thayer  S.  Olds 

2nd  Lt.  Air  Corps 

Lake  Erie,  Ohio. 

396 

Sept. 

6 

Walter  Hunter 

Civilian 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

397 

Sept. 

9 

S.  S.  Miller 

Lieut.  U.S.  Navy 

Hampton  Roads , Va, 
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398 

Sept. 

12 

William  Kelly 

SgiJ.Pa.  Rat’l  Guard 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

399 

Sept. 

12 

Roscoe  Br inton 

Civilian 

Suringfield,  Md,ss, 

400 

.vSept  i 

:18 

A.  E.,  Swick 

Civilian 

Flint , Mich. 

401 

’■  SepJ;. 

21 

James  G.  Hall  • 

Civilian 

Staten  Island,  N.Y. 

402 

Sept. 

25 

Robert  3.  Ei  cha.rd 

2nd  Lt.  A.C.  Res. 

Mendota-,  Calif, 

403 

Sept . 

27 

Ra,lph  W.  Fairrington 

Private, Air  Corps 

Mendcta,  Calif, 

404 

" Oct . 

■ 3 

■Eonald  Jenltins 

Civilian 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

405 

Oct. 

.5 

Weston  Adams 

Civilian 

Framingham , Ivlas  s . 

406 

Oct . ■ 

7 

P.  A.  Tague 

. Lieut.  U.S.  Ra.vy . 

HcUirpton  Roads,  7a. 

40? 

■ Oct . 

7 

Whitman 

C A.P. , U.S.  Navy 

Eam-pton  Roads,  7a, 

408 

Oct. 

7 

J.E.  Moss 

Lieut.  U.S.  Navy  . 

San  Eiego,  Calif. 

409 

Oct. 

17 

Jack  Ayres 

Civilian 

luuisas  City,  Kansas 

410 

Oct . 

19 

Harrison  G,  Crocker 

1st  Lieut.  A.C. 

Fairfield,  Ohio. 

111 

Oct, 

21 

S.  J.  Jaros 

C.A,P.,  U.S.  Navy 
- — oOo 

San  Eiego,  Calif. 

CRISSY  7IELD  BimTICIEiTYS  IE  OSAIEIEG  OF  THE  ORGANIZED  EESESYES 


In  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the  Wer  Eepartment  to  mahie  available  for 
the  .training  of  the  Organized  Reserve  Squadrons  Regular  Arniy  equipment  and  -per- 


sonnel  during  certain  S'ommer 

-periods,  the  91  sk  Observation 

S qaadron , 

-pursuant 

to  orders  from  Ninth  Coras  Area  Headquarters, 

furnivshed  the 

folio win 

g airplanes 

and  personnel  for  the-Eeser-v 

e Officers’  Ccu:!ps 

indicated: 

91st  Observation 

Squadron 

Cam-p 

Period 

Airplanes 

Enlisted 

(0-25A) 

Officers 

Men  . 

329th  Obs.  Sqdn.  and  329th 

J-uly  3 to 

photo  Section, Salt  lake  City.  July  19. 

2 

2 

2 

316th  Observation  Sqaadron, 

July  17  to 

'.  •I\Jather- Field,  Calif, 

July  31., 

2 

14 

321st:  Observation  Squadron, 

July  19  to 

Pearson  Field,  Wash. 

J'uly  31. 

3 

3 

, 4 

514-th  Obs  or  vat  ion  Scruadron, 

August  2 to  - ■ 

Long  Beach,  Calif. 

August  13. 

2 

2 

2 ‘ 

367th  Observation  Squadron, 

A-ugust  3 to 

Mather  Field,  Calif. 

August  14. 

2 

14 

. =^In  addition  to  air-plones 

, regula.rly  as  simple 

d to  .Reserves 

at  Crissy  Field, 

In  every  instance  the  Air  Gor-ps  Unit  Irstn;ctors  .in  charge  of  the  camp, 
as.  well  as  the  Reserve  Officers  who  attended,  were  a'pparently  well  satisfied 
with  tlie  cooperation  rendered  "by  the  Qlst  Observation  .Squadron  -personnel  and 
its  contribution  toward  the  success  of  the  camp.  This  coo'peration,  incidental- 
ly, .involved  a fair  amount  of  air  travel  - a'pproniraately  700  miles  north  to 
Pearson  Field;  G50  miles  east  to  Salt  Lalze  City;  400  mil.,es  south  to  Long  Beach. 
Unfortunately,  the  Pacific  Ocean  urevents  the  esta-blislrment  of  a Reserve  sta- 
tion some  hundreds  of  miles  to  the  west,  the  only  direction  in  which  the  mis- 
sions required  of  the  91st  Souadron  do  not  involve  cross-country  flights  of 
about  500  miles  or  more, 

- — oOo 

■ ■ . . . E1FE.CTIYE1CEGS  OF  AERIAL  GUIRIFRI  ARE  BOIIBIiTG  EEMOESTRATEE 

A demonstration  of  the  comparative- results  of  ma chine- giin  fire  and  .fragmen- 
tation bombing  on.  ground  targets  was  given  Major-General  Franlc  Parher,  Command- 
ing General  .of  the.  Sluth  Corps  A'rea , at  the  Aerial  Gunnery  Camp  at  Oscoda,  Mich, 
on  October  2nd'.  General  Parker,  accompanied  by  Col.  F.A.  Ruggles,  arrived  from 
Bay  City,  Mich,,  by  motor  at  about  11:00  o’clock.  Capt,  Carl  W.  Comie.ll,  the 
■Sixth  Corps  Area  Air  Officer,  a.rrived  at  an  earlier  hour  by  a,ir.  Major  Gerald 
E.  Brower,  was  in.  comma.nd  .of  the  .camp  at  the  time  and  received  the  Gene.ral  and 
■ his  -party.  Iitmediately  aftey  their  arrival  the  demonstration  was  begun. 

. A flight  of  six  airplanes  of  the  94th  Pursuit  Squadron,  le.d  by  Lieut, Harry 
A.  Johnson,,  took  off  for  the  first  phase  - the  demonstration  cf.  the  effect  of 
niachine,  gun  fire  on.  gro'ond  silhouettes.  The  targets  were  arranged  as  if  a com- 
paiiy  .of  Infantry  emerging  from  a r.oods  liad  been  surprised  l^y  an  aerial  attack. 
The  leading  .elements  had  been  able  to  dis-perse,  s-preading  out  in  two  .fan--sliaped 
aread  to  ..the  right  and  the  left,  .while  the  rear  elements  were  still  in,  section 
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columns  a3.onc  the  road  with  the  toil  of  the  colunm  still  in  the  woods.  Each 
plane  carried  two  SO  calibre  ^ns. 

jifter  the  targets  were  scored  and  niaiiied,  tlie  fli^^t  again  took  off,  each 
plane  loaded  with  five  fragmentation  bombs.  Ih©  targets  were  then  bombed,  using 
the  method  of  dive  bombing,  the  planes  of  the  flight  in  column.  After  their 
landing,  the  targets  were  again  inspected  and  scored. 

Upon  the  suggestion  of  General  Parlor,  two  other  flights  were  made  to  de~ 
termine  the.  efficiency  of  other  methods  of  bombing  in  covering  wide  areas.  On 
^ one  attadc,  the  flight  flying  in  formation  made  a diving  attack  on  the  target 
I-  from  above  5,000  feet  and  released  all  bombs  while  in  formation  above  the  alti- 
tude of  S,d00  feet.  The  other  attacit  was  in  flight  formation  flying  flat  at 
the  altitude  of  6,000  feet,  all  bombs  being  released  on  the  signal  of  the 
leader. 

Upon  completion  of  the  bombing,  General  Parker  and  his  party  were  ferried 
to  the  Kellogg  Airoort  at  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  in  a Ford  Transport  piloted  by 
Lieut.  Paul  ¥.  Wolf. 

oOo— “ 

HADIO  .aqUlPMOT  OF  PUR3UITER3  CHSCKHID  UP. 

Lieut.  W.G.  Smith,  of  Wri;[;^iit  Field,  accom-:>anied  "hy  Captain  0?om  C.  Hives, 
Signal  Corps,  andj.hr,  lobe,  Civilian  Radio  Mechanic  of  Wri^t  Field,  arrived  at 
Selfridge  Field,  Mich. , October  6th,  to  aid  in  checking  up  of  radio  equipment 
now  installed  in  airplanes  of  the  First  Pursuit  Group.  Of  special  interest  to 
these  radio  people,  as  well  as  to  the  First  Pursuit  Group,  ia  the  performance 
of  the  Western  Electric  Command  Sets  which  are  no\7  being  tested  by  the  Group. 

Mr.  Eeymar,  of  the  Western  Electric  Company,  was  sent  to  Selfridge  Field  to  axig- 
ment  the  force  working  on  these  sets,  and  each  plane  was  tested  and  checked  in 
turn.  The  0-9  Transport  v/hich  Lieut.  Smith  brought  up  from  Wright  Field,  is 
specially  fitted  for  such  a raission.  In  it  are  installed  several  tjrpes  of 
receivers  and  transmitters,  and  it  can  be  used  as  a receiving  set  from  a command 
Tplane  or  a laboratory  both  in  the  air  a3.-id  on  the  ground.  After  determining  the 
necessary  work  to  be  done  on  the  equipment  to  insure  better  results,  Lieut, 

Smith  returned  to  Wri'^ht  Field  \7ith  his  passengers. 

oOo 

AIH  COBPS  PAETICIPATIOE  III  EXHIBITI0F3  MMISD  FOR  FISCAL  IFA2 

Owing  to  the  limited  number  of  flying  ho^irs  available  to  officers  of  the 
Army  Air  Corps  for  the  remainder  of  the  Fiscal  Yea.r  1932,  axid  the  necessity  of 
rising  them  in  the  required  military  training,  the  War  Department  announced  that 
applications  for  the  attendance  of  Army  aircraft  at  celebrations,  ceremonies 
of  military  or  historical  significance,  and  dedications  of  airports  during  tliat 
period  will  be  disap}prQved. 

■ — oOo 

"W  I E G S" 

The  air  is  filled  with  humming  iiDise 
As  the  pla.nes  pass  over  head, 

They  look  to  us  lilce  children’s  toys 
And  we  see  no  cause  for  dread, 

T’was  ma.n  who  huilt  those  mararaoth  wings 
Tliat  hurtle  through  the  blue, 
has  pulled  the  ^"Tiippet  striiig:s 
And  wrou^t  more^  thau  he  loiew. 

They  dip  a,nd  dive  and  form  like  geese 
A giant  fleet  of  planes, 

"God, ....may  they  always  fly  in  peace, 

IF-iose  gallant  army  planes  I" 

- Kfergaret  ITickerson  ifertin. 

The  above  was  inspired  by  the  flight  of  a Squactron  of  the  First  Pursuit 
Group  which  .visited  Jackson  several  months  ago  , flyinjg  over  the  city  enrcrute. 

A framed  copy  of  the  poem  was  -presented  to  Major  George  K.  Brett  by  the  author 
at  Jackson  on  October  22nd.  It  v.as  a pleasure  for  Brett  to  receive  in 

the  name  of  Selfridge  Field  this  gracious  token  of  the  conception  of  a citizen 
for  military’'  flying  expressed  in  such  annealing  rythm, 
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'.“HS  ROLL  or  'IHE  KE.VCI.ViiR  IN  RAPID  PIRE 
'2i/  Lieiit.  J.L.  HitcliiiioS.Alr  CorpE 
(?he  loth  Article  of  this  series) . 

Shortl;:/  after  tahint,:  U'p  the  sport  of  target 
shooting  Y/ith  a pistol,  I V7as  told  that  tiie  “best  re- 
volver shots  could  attain  a phenomenal  comhination 
of  soeed  and  accrarac;.*’  in  rapid  fire.  "jjUt,”  I re- 
plied, “how  in  the  world  can  theg  hit  ansrfching 
double  action?"  Lknp  an  equally  ignorant  begirnier 
has  asked  an  equadly  misinfonaed  craestion.  I^lie  answer 
is,  of  course,  "Siey  donH."  A really  good  revolver 
shot  can  easily  fire  five  aimed  shots,  single  action, 
in  ten  seconds.  Tlie  best  shots  are  said  to  be  able  to  cut  the  time  do^m  to  five 
seconds;  and  I have  heard  at  least  one  of  the  old  masters  maintain  that  the  re- 
volver, fired  single  action  by  an  expert,  is  a faster  weapon  than  the  automatic. 
As  to  accuracy,  I caw  Shepard,  of  iuffalo,  shoot  a five  shot  yx^ssible,  rapid 
fire,  on  a Standa..rd  American  target  at  fifty  yards,  with  a .38  Smith  and  Wesson. 
His  time,  in  Match  C,  had  to  be  uiider  fifteen  seconds.  This  will  explain  why, 
as  far  as  most  of  the  exnerts  are  concerned,  the  double  action  mechanism  of  a 
revolver  might  as  well  not  be  there. 

How  do  they  do  it?  There  are  several  methods  in  use,  of  which  I will  ex- 
plain but  one  ~ the  standard  method  of  the  U.S.E.A.,  - the  roll.  It  lias  a dis- 
tinct advantage  over  the  others  that  since  it  does  not  require  doubling  of  the 
thumb,  it  can  be  used  in,  cold  v/eather,  vdien  the  fingers  are  stiff.  This  maneuver 
may  best  be  learned  in  three  distinct  movements,  from  the  firing  position 
(hammer  down) , as  follows : 

1.  Open  your  hand,  removing  the  lower  wingers  from  the  stock,  raising  the 
thumb  from  the  frame,  and  pressing  forward  with  the  second  finger.  Tliis  will 
cause  the  gun  to  pivot  on  the  second  finger.  The  stock  will  sv/ing  out  of  the 
palm;  the  barrel  will  swing  about  three  inches  up  and  to  the  right,  until  the 
hammer  slides  under  the  ball  of  the  th-urab.  Catch  the  hanmer  with  the  thumb;  you 
now  have  the  first  position. 

2.  Force  the  barrel  straight  down  by  squeezing  the  second  finger  and  thrunb ' 
together.  Tlie  gun  will  cock  itself  as  the  barrel  goes  doisn.  Sie  barrel  is 
still  to  the  right  of  the  firing  position,  the  stock  still  out  of  the  palm,  and 
the  thumb  still  on  the  hammer.  That  is  the  second  nposition. 

3.  Swinging  the  barrel  back  to  the  left,  resume  the  firing  position.  If 
at  first  your  finger  strikes  higher  on  the  trigger  than  it  should,  talkie  it  as 
you  find  it  and  take  up  your  slack  for  the  next  shot.  A block  behind  the  trig- 
ger guard  helps  to  prevent  this  ocairrence. 

These  ste'ps  should  at  first  be  practiced  by  the  numbers.  In  this  practice, 
it  will  be  noticed  that  the  end  of  the  barrel  describes  a triangle.  C-radually, 
as  you  become  more  proficient,  practice  all  three  ste-ps  in  rapid  succession, 
letting  each  movement  melt  into  the  succeeding  one.  You  will  now  find  the  end 
of  your  barrel  describing,  not  a triangle,  but  s.  circle;  hence  the  name  "the 
Roll." 

A Note:  In  v/orking  for  speed,  do  not  let  your  thumb  slide  off  the  hammer 
until  you  feel  the  hamaer  go  completely  back  and  strike  the  freme. 

It  is  a genuine  pleasure  to  watch  an  ex^oert  do  the  roll.  The  gun  fires; 
there  is  a little  flick,  so  fast  the  eye  cannot  follow  it  clearly;  and  the 
shooter  has,  ap;'parently  without  effort,  and  apparently  instantaneously,  cocked 
the  revolver,  and  is  aiming  for  his  next  shot.  He  has  learned  the  final  trick 
of  the  roll,-  letting  the  recoil  execute  the  first  step  for  him. 

One  caution;  IF  YOU  WISH  TO  BECOIvEE  A READLY  GOOD  SHOT,  LEARN  TO  ^HOOT  SLOW 
FIRE  EXCELLENTLY  (PREFEEIAHLY  WITH  A SINGLE  SHOT  PISTOL)  BEFORE  YOU  TACiCSE  RAPID 
FIRE.  To  break  this  rule  is  to  form  a bad  habit  of  position,  grip,  hold  and 
squeeze  that  will  later  be  very  hard  to  break.  The  U.S.R.A,  rule  is  not  to 
start  rapid  fire  until  you  have  won  the  entire  slow  fire  series  of  rating  medals 
up  to  and  including  the  95  percent  m.edal. 

— -oOo — - 


It  will  be  appreciated  if  Correspondents  will  sucmit  their  material  for  the 
News  Letter  on  the  let  and  15th  of  the  month.  How  about  you  Correspondents  from 
Fort  Crockett,  wlaxwell,  Kelly,  Mather,  Bolling,  Randolph  and  Rockwell  Fields? 

_396-  V-6199,  A.C. 


HIGH  iXTI^UDH  FLYIHG  BY  94TIi  PURSUIT  SqUADHOH 

The  94th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Selfrid^e  Field,  Mt . Clemens,  Mich,,  lias  recent- 
ly been  experimenting  extensively  with  the  new  liquid  oxygen  equipment  furnished 
for  service  test.  This  equipment  is  composed  of  thermos  jugs  installed  in  the 
fuselage  of  the  little  P-12*s  and  filled  with  liquid  oxsi^gen.  The  equipment 
works  automatically  and  the  pilot  does  not  have  to  v/orry  regarding  the  pressure 
and  -personal  equipment  during  the  flight,  Lieut . ...Harry  A.  Johnson,  who  has  done 
extensive  work  in  high  altitude  flying  a.t  Wright  Field,  is  in  charge  of  the 
Squadron  and  brings  down  some  interesting  data. 

Most  of  the  work  consists  of  tactical  maneuvers  for  the  entire  squadron  at 
between  27,000  and  28,000  feet.  Of  course,  the  pilots  were  x^^etty  well  bundled 
in  winter  equipment  and  looked  like  comical  monkeys  in  the  peculiar  oxygen  masks 
which  they  wore.  Each  pilot  was  ordered:  to  take  specific  readings  on  his  instru- 
ments at  various  altitudes  in  order  to  kee-p  accurate  records  regarding  the  ser- 
vice test.  Tne  low  tenrperature  encountered  at  28,000  feet  was  27  degrees  below 
zero,  centigrade."''  Tnis,  however,  was  one  of  the  warmer  days  of  the  fall,  and 
later  on  temperatures  at  this  altitude  will  likely  drop  to  40  degrees  belov/. 

About  the  only  trouble  encountered  was  the  tendency  of  the  goggles  to  fog 
at  about  23,000  feet.  Some  of  the  pilots  took  their  goggles  off  and  flew  rdth- 
out  them.  "At  the  end  of  the  flight,"  says  the  News  Letter  Correspondent,  "each 
pilot  had  an  interesting  tale  to  relate.  No  doubt  it  would  be  interesting  for 
the  readers  of  this  article  to  listen  in  on  une  of  the  critiques  follo^dng  these 
flights.  Since  that  chance  is  not  offered,  suffice  it  to  say  that  the  biggest 
liar  does  not  have  a chance,  for  Skipper  Johnson  is  always  there  to  check  up  on 
us  with  official  dope." 

* 17  deg.  Fahrenheit,  below  zero. 

oOo 

ENCOirnGINCr  AYI.AT10N  IN  A PRACTICAL  WAY 

The  helping  hand  tliat  makes  this  country  a better  place  to  fly  in  and  the 
most  iDi-actical  subsidjr  that  aviation  could  have  is  the  "Service  to  Aviation" 
started  by  the  National  Exchange  Clubs  three  years  ago. 

The  following  is  a suiumary  of  their  achievements  thus  far; 

324  airports  or  emergency  fields  sponsored. 

118  airports  or  emergency  fields  eourTped. 

673  air  markers  (roof,  highway,  signals)  furnished, 

1347  events  staged  to  promote  air-mindedness  (Air  Shows,  Aviation  Banquets, 
Public  Assemblies,  etc.) 

671  Aviation  projects  iplanned  or  launched. 

A list  cf  these  aids  is  published  by  the  National  Exchange  Club,  the  head- 
quarters of  which  are  in  Toledo,  Ohio, 

Tnis  organization  is  to  be  congratulated  by  any  and  all  xfho  venture  away 
from  home  station  by  air,  whether  as  -pilot  cr  -passenger. 

oOo- — 

WAR  DEPARTMiEI^T  ORDERS  AFFECTING  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS 

CHANGES  OF  STATION;  To  the  Phili-yoines ; 2nd  Lieuts.A-abrey  K.  Dodson’ from 
March  Field;  John  W.  Persons  f rom . Ivfeciwell  Field, 

To_  Hawaiian  De-par tment;  2nd  Lt.  John  C.  Rilborn,  Mather  Field;  1st  Lieut. 
B.T.  Starkey,  Kelly  Field;  2nd  Lt.  Ha,rold  L.  Smith,  Kelly  Field;  Captain  Raphael 
Baez,  Jr.,  from  IXmcan  Field;  2nd  Lt.  John  A,  Tarro,  Fort  Sill;  2nd  Lieuts.  Robt. 
W.  Burns,  Lawrence  W,  Koons  from  Selfridge  Field;  Harold  W.  Grant,  Scott  Field; 
Paul  H.  Johnston,  Mitchel  Field;  1st  Lieut.  James  B.  Carroll  from  duty  as  in- 
structor, California  National  Guard. 

To.  Panama  Canal ■ Zone ; Captain  Shiras  A.  Blair,  March  Field;  1st  Lieut.  Jas. 

G.  Pratt,  Langley  Field. 

To.  Brooks  Field,  Texas;  2nd  Lieuts.  Edwin  W.  Rawlings  and  James  McK. 

Thom-pson,  from  Hawaiian  Dept. 

To  Laneley  Field',  Va.  ; 2nd  Lieuts,  Richard  A.  Grussendorf , Archibald  J. 

Hanna  and  Oliver  S..Picher,  Hawaii;  Berkeley  E.  Nelson  from  Panama. 

jto..  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio;  1st  Lieut.  PI  oyer  P.  Hill,  Philippines, 

■ Crockett , Texas;  2nd  Lieut.  John  H.  Davies,  Hawaiian  De-oar tment. 
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To  Mather  Field.  Calif.;  2nd  Llents.  Theodore  B.  Anderson,  Ifewaii;  Donald 
W.  Bidonan  from  Panama.  , ‘ . . 

To  San  Antonio  Air  De-pot,  Te::n.s;  Capt.  Ealph  B.  Walker  from  Hawaii. 

To  ?ferch  Field,  Calif.;  Lient.-Col.  Henry, H , Arnold  from  Wright  Field,  0, 

To  Cleveland.  Ohio ; 1st  Lieut.  John  A.  Ease  from  Mitchel  Field  as  Instruc- 
tor, 57th  Division  Aviation,  Ohio  National  Quard, 

To  Fort  Sam  Houston.  Texas;  Lieut  .-Gel.  Ira  Longanecker,  from  Office  of  the  ' 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  as  Air  Officer,  8th  Corps  Area.  ' , 

To  San  Antonio  Air  Depot ; Lieut. -Col.  Artlmr  G.  Fisher  from  duty  as  Air 
Officer,  8th  Corps  Area,  Ft.  Saim  Houston. 

To  Detroit.  Mich.;  1st  Lieut.  Warren  A.  Maxwell  from  Jferch  Field  to  duty 
as  Instructor,  32nd  Division  Aviation,  Michigan  National  Guard. 

To  Big:gs  Field,  Texas ; 1st  Lieut.  Wra.  L.  Boyd  from  duty  as  Instructor  of 
Colorado  National  Guard,  Denver. 

To  Candler  Field,  Atlanta,  Qa. ; 1st  Lieut,  Edward  A.  Hillery  from  Pope  Field'. 

RELIEVED  FROM  DETAIL  TO  THE  AIR  C0.8PS;  2nd  Lieut.  John  H.  Kochevar  to  the 
52nd  Coast  Artillery,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 

RESIGHATIOIT;  2nd  Lieut,  Keene  Watkins,  October  25,  1931, 

RETIHEIvQETS ; Major-General  James  E.  Fechet,  Cliief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Dec, 31, 
1931,  after  more  than  33  years*  sei’vice,  with  rank  of  J.&ij or- General, 

Captain  Harry  C,  Drayton  from  Walter  Reed  General  Hospital  to  proceed  to 
his  home  to  await  retirement, 

2nd  Lieut.  Alfred  L.  Eeatie  retired  October  31,  1931,  for  disability  inci- 
dent to  the  service. 
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91st  OBSERVATION  SCpADRON  PAitTICIPATES  IN  IWmvmS 
By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 


Having  assisted  in  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  at  Gigling  Reservation,  near 
Monterey,  Calif.,  in  August,  the  Slst  Observation  Squadron  was  called  upon  to 
perform  a like  service  in  September  at  Fort  Lewis,  Wash.  Due  to  the  distance  of 
the  new  theatre  of  operations  from  our  base  at  Crissy  Field,  and  the  lack  of 
funds  for  motor  vehicle  or  rail  transportation,  this  move  was  made  entirely  by-l 
air,  using  the  Y-IC  Transport  and  five  0-25A  airplanes  fully  equipped  for  observa- 
tion missions.  The  personnel  included  11  officers  and  6 enlisted  men.  This  expe- 
dition left  Crissy  Field  on  Sept,  12th,  arriving  intact  at- Fort  Lewis  the  next 
day.  The  maneuvers  and  field  exercises  involved  the  5th  Brigade,  reinforced,  of 
the  5rd  Division.  They,  were  uuider  the  direction  of  Brig,  General  Paul  A. Wolf  on  ■■ 
Sept,  loth  and  16th,  and  under  the  3rd  Division  Commander,  Brig.- General  Joseph 
C.  Centner,  during  the  last  two  days  of  the  v;ar,  Septt.  17th  and  13th,  Aguin  the  ' 
successful  accomplishment  of  missions  assigned  to  the  91st  Observation  Squadron 
elicited  most  favorable  comment  from  the ’ commander  of  the  ground  troops  to  whom 
the  squadron  was  attached,  i.e.,  the  Commanding,. General  of  the  Third  Division. 

In  the  conduct  of  these .maneuvers , one.  innovation  wras  the  assignment  by 
Ninth  Corps  Area  Hqfs.  of  an  A^ir  Corps  officer  to  act  as  Air  Officer  on  the  staff  ' 
of  the  Division  Commander.  ' This. had.  not  been  done  heretofore  in  similar  field 
exercises,  Capt.  W.F.  Kraus  drew  the  assignment  as  Air  Officer  while  Capt.  H.W. 
Prosser  commanded  the  participating -fli^it  of  the  91st  Olpservation  Squadron, 

Tne  work  of  the  A.ir  Corps  enlisted  men  during  this  mission  is  XTOrthy  of  com- 
ment. They  maintained  our  6 .air-pl^es  without  any  of  the  facilities  available  at 
an  established  airdrome  and,  in  addition,  maintained  in  excellent  condition  the 
radio  and  photographic  equ-iumeht  so  essential  to  the  performance  of  our  missions. 
[The  rcomerous'  photographs  taken  were  promptly  developed  and  -printed  by  Staff  Sgt. 
Carlow,  15th  Phbto  Section,  one  of  the  detacliment  of  six  men.  Pvt.  Sebmidt , quali- 
fied both  as  radio  mechanic  and  operator  and  as  airplane  crew. chief,  functioned 
effectively  in  both  ca">acities.  ’ Necessity  has  taught  us  the  value  of  having  one 
or  t^7o  airplane  meclianics  Qualified  as  radio  repair  men  and  likewise  of  having  a 
few  photogra-phic  men  qualified  to.  maintain  airplanes.  Staff  Sgt.  lutes  and  the 
five  men  of  his  detachment  deserve  a large  share  of  the  credit  for  defeating  tne 
enemy  opposing  the  northern  cora-ponents  of  the  Third  Division. 

oOo- — • 


The  Sikorsky  airplane  from  luke  Field,  with  2nd,  Lt.  Robert  E.L.  Choeke  as 
pilot,  Sgt.  Henry  Tamosan  as  crew  chief  and  Staff  Sgt.  Henry  Kannolt  as  radio 
operator,  performed  recently  an  inter-island  tactical  training  flight  to  Kilo, 
Hawaii,  and  returned  the  same  day,  transporting  Mr.  Allan  Hoover  and  iparty  to 
the  Rodgers  Airport.  ' ' ' 

-398-  V-6199,  A.O. 


-398- 


E IT  G I n S E R I 1 G I E W S 


FOREIGN  DEVELOPMENTS 

GREAT  BRITAIN 

The  Fairey  "Firefly”  and.  "Fox"  Airplanes 

The  Belgian  Government  has  contracted  for  a m^jnber  of  Fairey  "Firefly" 
pursuit  airplanes  and  Fairey  "Fox"  observation  and  day  bombardment  airplanes. 
Eopiipped  Td.th  the  500-650-hp  Rolls-Royce  "Kestrel,"  geared  and  supercharged 
engine,  these  aircraft  are  among  the  fastest  in  the  "vorld  of  their  types. 

The  "Firefly"  has  a high  speed  of  225  m p h at  13,000  feet,  and  climbs  to 
19,700  feet  in  11-1/2  minutes.  The  "Fox"  has  a high  speed  of  190  m p h. 

The  Schneider  Trophy  Race 

This  race  was  run  as  a fly-off  by  Great  Britain,  vhich  gives  this 
country  permanent  possession  of  the  coveted  trophy,  after  the  withdrawal 
of  France  and  Italy.  The  racinp;  planes  used  by  Great  Britain  are  modifi- 
cations of  the  Supermarine  S--6  used  in  1929,  iviiich  won  the  race  at  328  m p h 
and  made  a straightav/ay  speed  of  357  m p h. 

The  1931  airpl8.nes  were  called  the  S-6B  type,  while  the  1929  airplanes 
were  similarly  modified  and  vrere  knovm  as  the  S-6A’s.  Both  of  the  latter 
were  wrecked  in  preparation  for  the  race,  however. 

In  1929  the  Rolls-Royce  "R"  engine  of  1900  hp  was  not  run  at  full  power 
because  of  inadequate  cooling  facilities.  So  one  of  the  modifications  cf  the 
1931  type  was  to  press  into  service  the  whole  surface  of  the  floats  as  water- 
cooling  surface.  The  engine  poorer  was  increased  to  an  estimated  level  of 
2400  hp.  As  the  new  rules  for  1931  required  that  the  race  be  run  following 
the  seaworthiness  tests  without  intermediate  refueling,  the  amount  of  fuel 
to  be  carried  y^ras  somewhat  increased  over  1929.  This  required  larger  floats 
and  increased  wing  area. 

The  S-6  airplanes  are  of  all-metal  construction,  Iciy-wing  monoplanes 
with  thin,  wdre-braced  vdngs.  The  whole  surface,  upper  and  lower,  of  the 
wing  and  the  surfaces  of  the  floats  are  utilized  as  cooling  surface  for 
engine  cooling  water,  while  the  sides  of  the  fuselage  and  the  fin  are  used 
as  oil  cooling  surface.  The  oil  tank  is  in  the  fin  itself.  It  has  been 
estimated  that  the  heat  radia.ted  from  the  cooling  surfaces  of  the  airplane 
is  40,000  B T U per  minute. 

The  Rolls-Royce  engine  is  a water-cooled  V tj^pe  12-cylinder  of  6 by 
6,6  inches  bore  and  stroke,  and  2200  cubic  inches  displacement.  It  weighs 
1530  pounds.  It  runs  at  a speed  of  about  3000  r p m and  the  propeller  is 
geared  doavn  through  spur  gears  approximately  2:1,  The  engine  has  a two- 
stage  centrifugal  gear-driven  supercharger  and  a very  high  compression  ratio. 
A considerable  gain  in  intake  pressu.re  is  afforded  by  the  air  intake,  which 
faces  the  ydnd,  and  is  in  the  form  of  a narrow  slot,  which  expands  gradually 
as  it  approaches  the  si.iper charger,  thus  to  transform  the  velocity  of  the 
incoming  air  into  prcssi-re. 

The  propeller  is  of  very  large  dia.meter,  has  blades  over  a foot  in 
width,  and  has  a very  great  pitch.  It  is  a one-piece  duraluiain  forging 
of  fixed  pitch. 

The  new  type  floats  are  larger  than  the  old  ones,  but  have  improved 
aerodynamic  characteristics.  The  fuel  is  stored  in  the  floats,  with  a con- 
siderably larger  quantity  in  one  float  in  order  to  help  counteract  the  great 
torque  of  the  large,  lov/~specd  propeller. 

The  average  speed  of  the  S-6B  in  the  run-off  was  343  in  p h over  the 
course,  and  the  plane  was  timed  at  over  400  m p h on  the  straightaways. 


Some  chaiacteristios  of  the  1929  S-6  may  be  of  interest. 

Loaded  weight  ..  5200  lb.  Weight  per  sq.ft,  ..  36  lb. 

Vfeight  of  fuel  ..  960  lb.  Weight  per  hp  ......  2.76  lb. 

Weight  of  oil  ..  110  lb.  Wing  span  56  ft. 


Tho  minimum  flying  speed,  from  the  wing  loading  given,  cannot  be  less 
than  140  m p h,  xvhile  the  actual  speeds  of  landing  and  take-off  are  probably 
even  greater  than  this. 

Great  Britain  also  had  available  two  Napier-engined  Gloster  VI  airplanes 
of  1929,  two  1927  Supormarine  S-5’s  and  one  1927  Gloster  IV  biplane,  both 
with  Napier  engines.  V-6199,  A.  C, 


Fra.Tice  vv-as  buildinp^,  birb  did  not  - coraplete  in  time,  tvro  types  of  air- 
plane for  the  1931  race.  ITo  details  are  available,  beyond  the  fact  that 
they  are  lovz-wing  monoplanos  of  the  usual  type.  The  Devroitine  machine 
was  to  have  been  equipped  with  the  Lorraine  "Radium"  engine,  and  the 
Bernard  machine  with  the  Renault  engine.  Both  engines  were  developed 
especially  for  the  race.  The  Lorraine  is  an  inverted  12-cylinder  vee, 
prestone-cooled,  reported  to  develop  2J00  hp  at  4000  r p ra  and  to  weigh 
but  1180  pounds.  The  Renault  is  an  upright  12-cylinder  vee,  also  prestone- 
cooled,  of  2400  hp  weighing  in  the  region  of  1400  pormds.  The  development 
of  those  engines  had  not  been  completed  in  time  for  the  race. 

France  also  hnd  available  two  of  the  1929  Nieuport  machines  with  the 
1900-hp  Ilispano  18-cy],inder  engine. 

Little  is  knorna  of  the  Italian  entries.  They  were  reported  to  have 
two  propellers  in  the  nose  of  the  airplane,  one  directly  behind,  and  con- 
centric with,  the  other,  r'ach  propeller  is  driven  by  a separate  1500-hp 
engine  tlirough  gears,  and  they  rotate  in  opposite  directions  to  neutralize 
the  torque  reaction.  One  of  them  was  reported  to  have  made  450  m p h but 
it  w^as  wrecked,  and  the  pilot  killed,  upon  landing. 

FRARCE 

The  Arniot  140  M ISilti-Place  Fighte£^ 

This  is  a high-Tiring  cantilever  monoplane  with  two  700-800  hp  Lorraine 
"Orion"  IS-cylinder  engines  streamlined  into  the  wing.  It  is  of  all-metal 
construction,  and  its  most  remarkable  feature  is  a nacelle  slung ’under  the 
body,  which  has  gunners’  stations  firing  both  fore  and  aft.  It  may  also  be 
used  as  a bombing  station  if  the  airplane  is  used  as  a bomber.  The  airplane 
is  reported  to  have  a speed  of  150  m p h.' 

Record  Attempts 

Tvro  ill-fated  attempts  at  the  ivorld’s  distance  record  of  .5,000  miles 
now  held  far  the  United.  States  by  Itossrs,.  ?ola.ndo  and  Boardman,  have  been 
attempted  with  the  Dewoitine  D-33,  recently  described  in  these  columns. 

Flown  by  M M. Le  Brix  and  Doret,  both  ships  camo  down  in  Russia  because  of 
engine  failure,  the  second  time  with  conseqiiences  fatal  to  M.  Le  Brix  and 
their  me chani c . 

Another  attempt  to  break  the  distance  record  of  6500  miles,  set  by 
the  D-35  will  be  made  by  the  Bernard  80  GR,  also  recently  described  here. 

Variable  T.’ing  Area  Monoplane 

The  Bernard  Company  has  built  a mbnoplane  with  a 430-hp  Lorraine 
engine  which  has  telescoping  wires.  The  span  can  be  increased  from  42  to 
68  feet.  The  airplane  was  designed  by  M.  ACakonine,  a Russian,  and  the 
French  Air  Ministry  is  reported  to  be  interested-  in  its  development.  It 
is  reported  that  the  speed  is  increased  from  155  to  185  n p h by  decreas- 
ing the  wing  area. 

Stratosphere  Airpla.ne 

The  Farman  Company  is  reported,  to  have  flight-tested  a high-altitude 
airplane  with  a highly  supercharged  engine,  having  a 17-foot  variable-pitch 
propeller,  an^.  a hermetically  sealed,  supercharged  cabin.  It  is  expected 
to  develop  a very  high  cruising  speed  of  about  300  m p h s.t  an  altitude  ofi- 
50,000  feet. 


GERmUY 

The  Z.eppelin  LZ-129 

The  new  Zeppelin  Airship  will  be  inflated  wdth  helium  and  v/ill  have 
heav^r-oil  engines.  Its  length  wdll  be  over  800  feet,  and  it  will  displace 
ovor  7,000,000  cubic  feet,  so  tliat  it  wall  surpass  the  "Akron"  in  size. 
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Ilhe  construction  of  a 5,500,000  cubic  foot  ship  with  hydrof^en  inflation  vvas 
stopped  with  the  R-101  was  wrecked, and  the  use  of  helium  was  then  decided  on. 

The  Do-X  2 

'This  ship  has  been  completed  for  the  Italian  ^'ovemment.  It  has  twelve 
600  h.p.  Fiat  engines  and  larger  wings  than  the  Do~X  1,  It  crossed  the  Alps 
into  Italy  without  diffiailty. 

” — oOo— — 

PURSUITERS  ATTTSTD  AIRPORT  LEDICATIOIT  AT  IIDIAITAI^OLIS 

The  First  Pursuit  G-rou.p  sent  a composite  squadron,  under  the  coLTfland  of 
Captain  R.C.T?'.  Blessley,  to  Indianapolis,  Ind. , recently  to  dedicate  the  new 
Ji^tunicipal  Airport,  The  Sraadron  took  off  shortly  after  9:00  a.m.  in  the  face  of 
a 35-mile  head  wind  at  1600  feet,  and  arrived  at  Indianapolis  about  two  hours 
later. 

Squadron  formation  was  flown  over  the  city  for  about  ten  minutes  and  then 
the  18  planies  landed  by  flights  at  the  new  !;hnicipa.l  Airiport.  After  registra- 
tion all  pilots  were  talcen  to  the  Indiaimpolis  Athletic  Club,  where  they  obtain- 
ed rooms  and  lunch.  Com-)liraentary  cards  to  most  of  the  theaters  and  golf  clubs 
also  were  presented  to  the  uilots. 

The  Army’s  first  loart  in  the  afternoon’s  program  was  an  acrobatic  element, 
composed  of  2nd  Lieuts.  C~riswold,  McGuire  and  Hu:m.-)hreys  of  the  27th  Parsuit 
Squadron,  This  element  performed  acrobatics  and  maneuvers,  while  keeping  in 
perfect  formation.  Shortly  after  this  flight  the  entire  squadron  took  the  air. 

The  Scfoadron  fli;qht  consisted  of  the  umml  diving  turns,  reviews,  flights 
in  line,  etc.,  and  in  addition  the  letters  '-'A,"  "AC,"  and  "H"  were  formed  by  the 
18  planes.  After  its  individual  show  the  Squadron  waited  in  the  air  about  ten 
minutes  and  then  made  attacks  on  an  Observation  Squadron  flying  over  the  airport 
as  a target.  All  pilots  vrere  taken  to  town  shortly  after  landing,  where  a dinner 
dance  was  held  at  the  Athletic  Club  in  the  pilots’  honor.  All  planes  returned 
to  Selfridge  Field  the  next  afternoon. 

The  following  letter  worn  received  by  the  Commanding  Officer. of  Selfridge 
Field,  Ifegor  George  H.  Brett,  from  Col.  Russell  C.  Langdjon,  U.S.  Infantry: 

"Yesterday  afternoon  at  the  Indianapolis  liinicipal  Airpurt  I enjoyed  more 
than  I can  ever  tell  you  the  splendid  and  unusual  exhibition  put  up  by  the  air 
force  from  your  command  under  Captain  Elessley. 

never  before  had  I beheld  such  close  formuitions , nor  iiad  I ever  seen  letters 
made  by  formations  of  airplanes.  First  came  the  letter  "A,"  for  the  Aimy,  then 
the  letters  "AC"  for  the  Air  Comps.  Accompanying  me  were  my  wife  and  some 
civilian  friends  from  Indianapolis.  Tney  were  delighted  beyond  measure,  and 
tried  to  ?/ave  to  the  fliers  in  token  of  their  enthu.siasm. 

Permit  me  to  ask  that  you  please  express  to  Captain  Blesslej/  and  his  offi- 
cers that  both  individual  pleasure  and  my  pride  as  an  officer  of  the  Army 
were  intense. 

With  all  good  wishes  for  future  triumphs  of  your  command,  I remain,  Ifejor, 

Very  cordially  yours,  dc." 

— — oOo 


BXTBBSIOn  COBRSBS  FOR  AIR  CORPS  OFFICJirRS 

Tlie  new  Training  Directive  provides  tlia,t  "All  Air  Corps  officers  on  duty 
with  tactical  units  of  the  Re.ailar  Army  below  the  grade  of  Lieut enant- Colonel , 
who  are  not  graduates  of  the  Army  War  College,  the  Coraimnd  and  Genera,!  Staff 
School  or  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  will  pursue  the  Air  Corps  Tbetension 
courses.  Air  Corps  officers  at  exempted  stations  may,  at  their  own  request,  pur- 
sue these  courses. 

Second  Lieutenants  will  start  with  20-1. 

First  Lieutenants,  with  less  than  10  years’  service,  will  normally  start 
with  20-12. 

Off icers, with  over  10  years'  commissioned  service  in  the  Air  Corps,  may 
start  V7ith  30-8.  The  average  officer  of  this  category  should  start  at  20-12,  the 
decision  to  rest  with  the  officer  concerned. 

A minimora  of  100  hours  will  be  set  aside  for  these  courses.  The  assign- 
ments of  study  periods  for  individual  officers  will  be  made  after  a careful  con- 
sideration of  his  assigned  duties,  and  tiime  given  for  completion  of  the  work 
during  regular  hours  of  duty. 
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I’or  the  infomiation  of  all  officers,  a list  of  the  Air  Corps  Extension 
Courses  referred  to  is  feiven  below.  The  school  yee.r  starts  October  1,  1931. 
Eie  coarses  niarkod  with  an  asterisk  are  those  specifically  mentioned  in  the 
Training  Directive. 


10-1 

Military  Discipline , courtesies , 

*20-12  Air  Combat  Orders 

8 

hrs, 

and  Customs  of  the  Service 

3 

hrs . 

20-13 

Bflployment  of  BfJloon 

10-2 

Military  Law  - The  Law  of 

and  Airship  Units 

20 

11 

Mnlitary  Offenses 

15 

i{ 

3Ci.l 

Pursuit , Bombardment  and 

10-5 

Eieory  of  Flight,  Heavier- 

Attack  Aviation 

42 

It 

than- Air 

10 

ti 

30-2 

Supply  and  Mess 

10-4 

Tiieory  of  Flight,  Light er- 

Mai-iagement 

16 

It 

tlian-Air 

10 

II 

liO— 

property, Emergency  Pro- 

10-5 

Meteorology 

30 

II 

curement,  and  Funds 

12 

H 

10-6 

Aeria,!  navigation 

20 

n 

30—4 

Mobilization 

8 

It 

10-7 

Map  and  Aerial  Photograph 

30—5 

Military  Law-Courts 

Heading 

20 

n 

Martial 

18 

It 

10-8 

Mlitary  Sanitation  and 

30—6 

Engineering 

12 

tl 

First  Aid 

10 

ti 

30-7 

Defense  ag-ainst 

10-9 

Admini s t rat ion 

10 

II 

Chemical  Warfare 

12 

tt 

20-1^ 

Organization  of  the  Armjr 

7 

II 

*30-8 

Organization  of  the 

20-2 

Organization  of  Air  Corps 

3 

11 

Infantry  Division 

6 

II 

20-3 

Employment  of  the  Air  Coipps 

10 

II 

30-9 

Staff  Duties 

12 

II 

20-4 

Signal  Communication  for  all 

oO-lO  Air  Corns  Supply  System 

23 

11 

Arms  and  Services 

9 

n 

30-11 

Combat  Orders  and  the 

20-5 

Air  Corps  Conaruaiicaf  ions 

5 

11 

Solution  cf  Problems 

24 

II 

20-6 

Aerial  Photography  and  Inter- 

40-1 

Tactics  and  Technicme 

pretation  cf  aerial  photo- 

of the  Separate  Arms 

73 

II 

graphs 

15 

n 

40-2 

iOiti-Aircraf t Defense 

10 

It 

20-7 

Observation  A.viation, 

40-3 

Supply 

13 

tl 

Heavi e r- than- Air 

22 

II 

40-4 

Air  Operations 

50 

tl 

20-8 

Observation  Aviation, 

40-5 

The  Air  Force 

44 

II 

Light  e r~ than- Ai r 

11 

It 

40-6 

AerodyiicUiics 

30 

II 

20-9 

Camouflage 

20 

II 

40-7 

Industrial  Mobilization 

20 

tl 

20-10 

Air  Intelligence 

20 

n 

40-8 

Commercial  Law- Contracts 

22 

20-11 

Theory  of  Bombing 

10 

It 

40-9 

Staff  and  Logistics 

for  the  Division 

34 

If 

50-1, 

50-2,  50-3,  50-4,  Command,  Staff 

and  Logistics  - I (covered  by  Subcourse 

1,  2,  3 and  4 cf  the  Command  and  General  Staff  Extension  Course). 

50-5,  50-6,  50-7,  Staff  and  Logistics  ( covered  by  the  Special  Staff  and  Logistics 
Extension  Course). 


60-1,  60-2,  Gourmand,  Staff  and  Logistics  - II  (covered  by  subcourses  5 and  6 of 
the  Conmand  and  General  Staff  Et^tension  Course). 

Although  100  duty  hours  are  set  aside  for  this  work,  what  the  individual  of- 
ficer does  during  the  hours  assigned  is  his  o'im  business  , provided  at  least  100 
hours  of  work  have  been  accomplished  at  the  end  of  the  school  year. 

These  coui'ses  (lessons  and  text)  are  supplied  and  graued  hy  the  various 
Corps  Areas.  Informa.tion  concerning  these  courses  shoiild  be  recfuested  from  your 
Commanding  Officer,  and  not  from  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps. 

In  a,ddition,  a certadn  nmiber  of  technical  si’.bjects  peculiar  to  the  Air  Corps 
will  continue, as  heretofore,  to  be  taught  a-t  the  garrison  schools  at  Air  Corps 
Stations. 

— oOo — - 


BlQr  QMv!E  mjNTSRS  m PAI'IAIA 

Their  curiosity  aroused  by  the  tales  brought  back  by  commissioned  personnel 
of  Erance  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  Lieuts.  P.W.  "Pat"  Timberlake  ajid  J.C-.  "Dinty" 
yioore  "girded  up  their  loins"  so  to  speak,  and  departed  for  Boquete,  R,  do  P.  to 
see  what  they  could  find  in  the  way  of  big  game.  They  were  accompanied  by  two 
automatic  shot  guns  and  a retinue  of  Staff  Sergeants.  After  several  dajns  of 
patience  they  were  rev/arded  by  killing  their  deer.  Pat  claims  that  it  was  the 
biggest  deer  he  had  ever  seen,  while  Dinty  says  tliat  if  it  hadn’t  been  for  the 
horns  he  would  have  mistaken  it  for  a dog.  However,  it  didn’t  take  the  entire 
saffari  of  Staffs  to  bring  it  in. 
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HOTSS  FROM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 
r— -oOo— — 

Lan.qley  Field,  Hampton.  Va, , Oct,  6th,lS31; 

Second  Bombardment  Grout); 

96th  Bomoardment  Squadron;  The  96th  Bomhardment  Squadron  started  its  train- 
ing on  Sept.  14th,  It  is  now  very  well  on  its  way  with  its  practice  hom'Ding. 
Both  homhing  on  the  range  and  camera  ohscura  are  being  condricted  every  day  the 
weather  permitting. 

The  third  group  of  Reserve  Officers  recently  finished  two  weeks  training 
which  consisted  mostly  of  PT  flying  and  lectures  every  morning  from  11  to  12, 
although  two  service  type  ships  were  used  as  much  as  possible.  On  a cross- 
country to  Richmond,  Va, , Captain  Weaver  overshot  Byrd  Field  and  flew  into  a 
radio  tower.  The  PT  was  a complete  wreck  and  Capt,  leaver  was  in  the  hospital 
for  about  a week. 

The  first  of  the  B-3’s  transferred  to  the  west  coast  loft  hero  Sept,  13th 
ferried  by  Capt,  Lowell  Smith,  the  round-the-world  flyer, 

Lieut,  James  M.  Gillespie  was  on  detached  service  at  Bolling  Field,  work- 
ing with  Ft, Humphries  testing  new  searchlights  and  Mechanical  ears, 

Lieut,  Roy  G,  Cuno  was  on  detached  service  at  Yorktown  drawing  up  traffic 
regulations  and  laying  out  roads  in  preparation  for  the  Yorktown  Sesqui “Cen- 
tennial which  took  place  Oct,  16-19, 

Tiiree . ships  from  the  Group  v/ent  to  Pittsburgh,  on  Sept.  11  - 13,  to  par- 
ticipate, in  the  dedication  of  the  new  Alleghany  Airport,  Licuts,  C,D,  Wright 
and  3,J.  Young  with  Sgts,  Dively  and  Duffy  went  from  the  96th,  The  men  re- 
ported, !'Its  a very  fine  field  and  a good  town  with  plenty  of  hospitality”. 

The  Langley  Football  team  is  rapidly  getting  into  shape,  Lieut,  Frank  P, 
Smith  of  the  96th,  one-time  All-So\ithorn  halfback  from  Kentuckj^,  was  the  main- 
stay. Lieut,  Hugh  C.  Worthington  also  made  a good  showing.  Other  men  from  the 
96th  who  are  doing  themselves  proud  on  the  gridiron  are  Sgt,  Holmes,  Pvts, 
Jenette,  Reiter  and  Fry, 

49th  Bombardment  Squadron;  This  squadron  finished  the  record  pistol  fir- 
ing course  and  remarkable  results  were  obtained  in  increasing  the  efficiency 
of  the  squadron.  The  number  of  experts  showed  over  a 200^  increase  over  last 
year’s  firing,  Lieut,  Roland  O.S,  Akre,  v/ho  was  in  charge,  and  Lieut,  Sterling 
G,  Tatum,  his  able  assistant,  deserve  all  the  credit  for  this  improvement  due 
to  their  untiring  efforts  and  the  change  they  made  in  the  firing  procedure. 
Instead  of  having  a certain  group  of  men  fire  the  entire  course  in  one  day,  they 
rotated  the  orders  so  that  no  one  man  shot  more  than  two  or  three  phases  a day. 
This  complicated  the  firing  order  somowliat,  but  the  results  obtained  seemed  to 
justify  all  the  added  work, 

CaPt.  Eugene  L,  Eubanlv  returned  from  Bristol  with  the  latest  acquisition 
to  the  squadron,  a B-6A,  which  has  many  improvements  over  its  predecessors. 

The  Group  School  program  started  this  week  with  this  squadron  attending 
lectures  on  radio  given  by  Lieut,  Akre. 

2Qth  Bombardment  Squadron;  In  accordance  with  the  Training  Program, 

Second  Bombardment  Group,  Air  Corps,  the  20th  Squadron  began  its  regular  winter 
training  schedule  on  September  14th,  All  the  officers  were  qualified  in 
ground  instructions  and  carried  out  missions  in  Camera  Obscura,  Performance 
Flights  and  Aerial  Gunnery  on  Ground  targets, 

Lieut,  Robert  T,  Cronau,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  20th  Squadron,  was 
promoted  to  Captain  on  October  4th.  On  that  date  he  departed  for  a few  days 
"at  sea”  with  the  Navy,  observing  some  "quiet”  bombing. 

The  Squadron  received  commendation  from  the  Group  Commander  at  the 
October  3rd  inspection  and  tent  pitching  practice.  Hone  of  the  squadrons 
were  any  too  good  on  this  tent  pitching  business,  as  they  were  all  out  of 
practice,  so  the  20th* s being  the  "best"  Squadron  did  not  necessarily  mean 
they  were  unusually  "hot", 

cOo- — 

The  Governor  of  Colorado  ordorod  Lieut,  Wm.  B.  Hunter, 120th  Obs,  Squadron, 
to  Del  Horte,  located  over  the  Divide,  to  deliver  serum  which  arrived  in  time  to' 
save  a patient’s  life.  It  would  have  talcen  over  ten  hours  to  reach  Del  Horte 
from  Denver  by  train  or  automobile,  and  Lieut,  Hunter  completed  the  trip  in  less 
than  tv/o  hours. 
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40bh  Division- Aviation,  Calif.  liJat*!  Guard,  Los  Ajip:eles.  Oct.  10th. 

DcLring  the  celehratipn  of  the  recent  festival,  La  Fiesta  de  Los  Angeles, 
this  Scfuadron  v/as  able  to  render  useful  and  spectacular  service  to  the  City  in  i 
the  visiy  of  several  flying  missions.  On  Sept.  11th,  a three-ship  formation,  fly-  ji 
ing  at  night,  thrilled  the  100  ,OO0  spectators  in  the  Olynrpic  Stadium  with  forma- 
tion dives  and  maneuvers,  closing  with  a lighted  formation  over  the  Los  Angeles  * 
area,  Santa  Ivfonica  Bay  district  and  outlying  towns.  On  the  following  day,  a ' 
similar  forri-iat ion  was  flown  at  the  Air  Show  at  the  J/funicinal  Airport.  On  the 
13th,  four  ships  entered  the  national.  Guard  Face  “at  the  Air  Show,  all  qualifying  - 
for  prizes.  Tliis  v;as  followed  by  a bombing  and  imchine  gun  demonstration  on  a ! 
simulated  French  village  erected  on  the  Air-'ort. 

' Capt,  Joe  Bailey,  our  new  Regular  Army  Instructor,  recently  reported  for 
duty  and- has  already  proved  himself  a helpful  influence  and'a  popular  officer, 

Lieut.  Harry  Claibp me  recently  completed  a ni.pht  cross-country  flight  from  i 
Crissy  Field,  San  Francisco,  to  Griffith  Park  Airport,  Los  Angeles.  This  is 
part  of  the  regular  ni^t  flying  training  required  of  the  officers  of  this  unit,  j 

12Qth  Ob's . 'Sodn.  Colorado  national  Guard,  October  29th. 

Ife-jor-General  Everson  arrived  October  3rd  fOr,  a two-day  visit.  He  will  soon 
rebire  from  service  and  has  accepted  the  ^pastorate  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Be'nveri  ex-pect  to  see. much  of  him  in  ihe  future.  ' The  First  Be-ptist  Church  is 
one  of  the  largest  in, tA©- middle  west. 

■ ■■  ■■  First  Lieut.  Banny  Kearns,  - Engineering  Officer,'  mounted  a camera  gun  as  a 
fixed  gun  on  an  02-H;,  and  training  has  been  progressing,  at  a rapid  rate.  Snapping 
pictures  throu^  a revolving,  steel  propeller  was  .thought,  to  be  difficult,  but 
this  -ivas  .overcome  by  painting;  the  back  of  the  prpp,ellOr  black.  A cord  roiniing 
fhom  the.  trigger  to.- the  left  side  of  the  cockpit  near  the  throttle  was  devised 
in  place'  of  attaching  the  -Bowden  Control.  The  small  tail  wheels,  recently  mount- 
ed on  our  Douglas  02-H*s,have  proved  a failure  owing  to  the  natural  tendency  of 
•the  wind  to^' deposit  sand  in  buffalo  grass  Imnches,  causing  mounds.  Invariably, 
the  members  in  the  rear  station  are  disru.  ted,  and  usually  the  ta,il  skid  post 
bearings' .are  broken.,.  -The  tail  skid  cuts  through,  these  sand  mounds  and  prairie 
dOg  'holes,.  and  .have-,  proven  to  be  succes.sful. The  larger  air  type  tail  wheels 

■ will' probably  serve  the  pur;.20'Se  better  than,  the,  small  ones'  now  being  used. 

: ' ' A new  ;)rojection  printer  has  been  installed  by  the  120th  Photo  Section.  Hew 
enlarged'.,  vat s will  double  the  outmt  of  the  Section. 

■ The  ' Sajuadroh  is,  conserving  on  .:gasoline. . Each  flying  officer  is  allowed  I 
ei^t  hours,  flying  per  month.  Cross,  countries,  have  been  curtailed. 

Finst  Lieut,  Cecil  Braddick,  completed  photographing  120  sq.  miles  of  the 
'•San- Luis-  Valley,  ..-north  of  Alamosa,  for  the.  State  of  Colorado,  jyiaster  Sgt  . J.C.  ' 
Cann  operated  the  camera.  The  pictures  were  shot  at  an  altitude  of  14,600  feet, 
which  is  the  service'  ceiling,  of  the  G2-H.  . The.  purpose  of  the  mosaic  is  for  the 
formation  of  a tri-state  pact  to  . -allocate  \7at.ers' originating  at  the  head  of  the  | 
-Rio'  Grand'O  River  Which.  flow.s  .through  Colorado , Herr  Mexico  and  Texas. 

First  Lieut.  Charles.  La.  Cue  j.  Radio  Officer,  has  been  qualifying  all  pilots 
in  ship-to-sh'ip  and.  three-way  radio  communications.  Many  of  us  find  ourselves  a i 
- little  rusty  'in - sending  and' receiving- -a-sywe  1.1  as  in  tuning  in  the  sets  near  two 

■ powerful  commercial  broad-eas.ting  staticns..  I 

Lieut .-Co'l .- 'McChord  arrived.-i'n  .an  0-25  from  the  Service  School,  Fort  i 

Leavenworth,  on ' the  lOth,  and  departed  the  next  day.  We  hope  to  see  him  again  1 
very  soon..'  : . ^ , ' 

First -Lieut W-illiam  Boyd,  was  recently  assigned  to  the  Squadron  as  Assistant  " 
Ins,tructor.  Bill -has  been  exceptionally  busy  rating  three  pilots  and  getting 
many  new,  correspondence  courses  started, ' 

Virgil  W.  Vaughan,  recently  on  active ' duty -as  a Reserve  Lieutenant  'trith  the 
Regular 'Army,  was  commissioned  a 2nd  Lieut,  in  the  Squadron,  He  was  formerly  an 
enlisted  ^man' in  the  organization. 

Captain  Virgil  D. 'Stone,  pilot’ for  the  Erapipe  Refininf  Co.,  flew  from 
Bartelsville,  Okla. , to  attend  Sunday  drill. 

A complete -program- -of  training  Iras  been  outlined  by  lAajor  Carlos  Reavis, 
Cbmmanding  Officer,  and  Capt.  -Charles  France,  Oiperations  Officer.  Things  have' 
already  started  to  buzz  with  efficiency,-  Every  enlisted  man  and  officer  is  co- 
operating''With  these  officers  to  the  end  that  the  program  will  be  conrpleted  in 
'the  tme-'hllotted.  Lieut i Daniel  -Kearns,  Engineering  Officer,  lias  our  airiDlanes 

- 404  - . V-SlOOjA.C." 


and  equipment  in  exceptional  shape,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  has  heen 
more  flying  recently  than  in  the  past. 

First  Lieut.  Aubrey  Keif,  formerly  airplane  sales  manager  of  the  Hocky 
Mountain  States  for  Curtiss  Wright,  was  transferred  to  ^clahoma  City  as  manager 
of  the  Curtiss  Wright  Service, 

First  Lieuts.  LaGue , Braddick  and  Wilson  took  off  on  the  lOtli  for  a mission 
over  the  Continental  Divide  and  encountered  the  usual  fall  storms.  Bie  weather 
man  has  been  good  to  us  this  year,  especially  over  the  mountains.  It  is  to  be 
remembered  tlmt  vie  tal:e  off  and  land  one  mile  a,bove  sea  level,  and  at  best  our 
flying  is  done  under  difficulties  with  02-H‘s  and  0-17* s. 

Daring  the  sujmner  months  over  75  hours  of  night  flying  was  completed  in 
formations  and  tactical  missions. 

Oris'sy  Field,  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Calif. , Oct.  38th. 

Hie  91st  Observation  Squadron  and  15th  Photo  Section  ^proceeded  by  air  and 
motor  convoy  to  Salinas,  Calif.,  for  the  dual  "mrpose  of  operating  in  the  field 
for  two  weeks  and  of  ;;artiGi.pating  in  a four-day  period  of  field  maneuvers  and 
exercises  with  the  6th  Brigade  of  the  3rd  Division.  Hne  latter  maneuvers  vieve 
held  at  the  Gigling  Military  Heservation,  a tract  near  the  Presidio  of  Monterey 
well  suited  to  that  jmrpose  but  very  likely  useless  for  any  other.  The  airplanes 
utilized  in  the  movement  comprised  one  Y-IC  (Transport)  airplane  and  ten  0-25A 
(Observation)  airplanes. 

The  motor  convoy  consisted  of  7 trucks  , cargo  ( assorted;  some  of  these 
were  borrowed  for  the  occasion;  all  were  apparently  of  the  vintage  of  1917); 

2 Trailers,  cargo;  1 Trailer,  kitchen;  3 Tankers;  1 Trailer,  tanlc;  1 Car, passen- 
ger, medium  (comprising  the  Crissy  Field  passenger  transportation,  a Dodge  tour- 
ing car,  ancient);  1 Truck,  photographic;  1 Truck,  radio  operating;  1 Truck,, 
madiine  shop;  1 Ambulance. 

Both  the  airdrome,  American  Legion  Airport  at  Salinas,  and  the  canrp  site, 
at  the  maniclpally  owned  rodeo  grounds  about  mile  from  the  airdrome , were 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Squadron  vritliout  expense  to  the  C-overnment  by  the 
City  of  Dalinas.  Hie  selection  of  the  Hodeo  Ground,  near  the  flying  field,  for 
encampment  offered  a touch  of  realism  to  the  prosaic  aspects  of  simulated  war- 
fare. Once  resigned  to  flies,  hovrever,  the  Squadron  established  itself  and  en- 
dured quite  happily  the  remaining  days  of  the  exercises.  The  City  of  Salinas 
authorities  showed  every  courtesy  to  the  visiting  Crissy  Field  personnel  and, 
upon  termination  of  the  exercises,  extended  a,  cordia.1  invitation  to  the  91st  , 
Observation  Squadron  and  15th  Photo  Section  to  use  Salinas  as  a base  for  future 
periods  of  field  duty. 

The  period  August  17-24  was  devoted  to  unit  tro-ining  by  the  Squadron  and 
Photo  Section  in  the  field,  including  airdrorae  discipline  and  training  in  prac- 
tically the  entire  range  of  Observation  missions  and  tactics,  employing  radio 
communication,  photography,  drop  and  pick-up  messages,  panels,  etc.  Particular 
era-phasis  was  placed  ripon  the  --Tompt,  accurate  and  complete  rendition  of  reports 
by  the  pilot-observer  teams  and  u ..on  the  functioning  of  the  operations  section 
and  its  intelligence  branch.  On  tvio  days  during  this  period  assumed  situations 
were  presented  to  the  Squadron  in  the  form  of  a Division  Air  Officer’s  field  or- 
ders, which  formed  the  basis  of  flight  schedules  and  operations  for  these  days. 

In  short,  every  effort  was  made  to  train  the  personnel  to  function  smoothly 
as  an  organization  by  August  25th,  the  beginning  of  the  four-day  period  of  field 
exercises  and  maneuvers,  in  wliich  the  participating  units,  in  addition  to  the 
91st  Observation  Squadron  and  15th  Photo  Section,  were;  Headquarters,  Sth 
Brigade;  Headquarters , 38th  Infantry;  Conrniuni cat ions  Platoon,  38th  Infantry; 

11th  Cavalry,  SOth  Infantry;  Medical  and  Veterinary  Detachments  (from  Presidio 
of  Monterey) . 

The  promiDt  and  successful  execution  of  all  missions  assigned  the  Air  Corps, 
including  simulated  attack  as  well  as  Observation  Missions,  was  commented  on  in 
most  complimentary  terms  by  Brig. -Gen.  Robert  McCleave,  who  .idirected  the  maneuv- 
^s,  at  the ^ final  critique  held  on  the  termination  of  the  "war"  on  August  28th. 
The  evacuation  of  the  camp  and  airdrome  at  Salinas  was  completed,  and  all  "hands" 
with  all  equipment  returned  to  Crissy  Field  Aug.  31st,  thoroughly  gratified  at 
the  success  of  the  field  duty  period  and  happy  in  anticipation  of:.' pay  day." 

During  our  stay  at  Salinas,  the  Squadron  was  visits^  and  informally  inspect- 
btyice  by  Major  McIntosh,  whose  dutie's  as  Air  Officer,  9th  Corps  Area,  prevent- 
ed his  active  participation  in  the  field  duty,  and  by  Major  Davis,  v.hose  arrival 
at  Crissy  Field  was  too  recent  to  make  it  possible  for  him  to  take  the  organiza- 
tion to  the  field.  The  Squadron  and  field  camp  were  conimnded  by  Cant.W.F. Kraus, 
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wlio  was  most  ably  assisted  by  Caots.J.C.  Kennedy  as  Adjutant,  J.E.  Upston  as 
Operations  Officer,  I. J,;  Williams  as.  Engineer  Officer  and  1st  Lieut.  P.G. Wilkins  ’ 
as  Sapply  Officer.  : . 

Hqrs.  18th- Conino site  Win-g,  Port  Shafts r,  T.H..  Oct.  13th.  • ■ ' [ 

The  Sikorsky  ainolane  from  Lbke  Jield,  with  2d  Lieut.  F.E.  Cheatle  as.  ' 
pilot,  Sgti  Henry  Tamosan  as  crew' chief , and  Staff  Sgt.  Holland  as  radio  oipera-  I 
tor,  performed  an  inter~lsland  tactical  training  flight  to  the  Island  of  Hawaii  | 
on  Sept.  13th,  and  returned  the  following  day,  transporting  Governor  Lawrence 
M.  Judd  and  party  to  John  Rodgers  Airport, 

On  Sept,  28th,  the  Luke  Field  Sikorsky  plane  left  John  Rodgers  Airport  en 
route  to  the  Island  of  Ivfeui,  carrying  as  -passengers  Major-General  B.H.  Wells, 

Eept,  Conmiander;  Lieut. -Col,  Sherman  Miles,  G-3;  Major  M.S,  Eddy,  Assist *C— 3; 
and  Lieut.  R,E.  Hatchins,  Aide-de-Camp.  The  trip  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  [ 
inspecting  the  Maui  National  Guard.  Return  to  Honolulu  was  made  the  same  day.  [ 

On  Sept,  25th  an  Inter-Island  flight  was  made  by  Lieut. -Col.  G.C.  Brant, 

Capt.  B.T.  Bart,  Lieuts,  P.H.  Robey  and  K.P.  MclTaughton  to  the  Island  of  Molokai  j 
in  order  to  locate  gas  and  oil  storage  tanlis  and  other  Air  Corps  installations 
at  Homestead  Field.  j 

War  Department  orders  were  received  relieving  Lieuts.  F.S.  Woodward  and  W,B.  j 
McCoy,  and  assigning  them  to  dut3/  at  Wright  Field  and  I'fexwell  Field,  respective-  * 
ly.  Daring  their  service  in  the  Hawaiian  Department,  Lieut.  Woodward’s  duties  , 
were  those  of  Assistant  Air  Officer,  Adjutant,  Supply  Officer  and  Detachment  j 
Commander  of  the  Wing,  while  Lieut.  McCo3/‘s  v/ere  those  of  Assistant  Air  Officer 
and  Operations  Officer  of  the  Wing.  Their  pleasing  personaJities  d’aring  their 
duty  with  the  Wing  made  these  officers  most  popular.  We  wish  them  success  and 
’’Aloha**  at  their  new  stations. 

On  the  night  of  Oct,  12th  there  was  conducted  by  the  combined  amns  of  the 
Hawaiian  De-pt.  an  illumination  test,  involving  the  use  of  Mine- Layers  (repre- 
senting enemy  Transports)  and  friendly  aircraft  and  submarines.  Qkis  headquar- 
ters, assisted  by  Observation  mlanes  from  Lulce  Field,  participated  in  the  exer- 
cises, which  were  held  primarily  to  test  the  ability  of  hostile  transports,  to 
a-pproach  the  coast  line  of  the  Island  or  launch  simll  boats  for  the  -purpose  of  • 
landing  troops.  The  ni^it  reconnaissance  at  sea  was  made  by  Observation  planes 
and  submarines,  assisted  by  searchlights  from  Hqrs.  Separate  Coast  Art. Brigade. 

Hawaiian  Air  De-pot , Luloe  Field,  T.E. 

The  Aero  Repair  Section  completed  major  overha-a.1  of  two  A-3B  and  two  0-19B 
-planes,  in  addition  to  minor  overhaul  of  one  of  the  new  B-5A  planes. 

During  Se-ptember,  the  Final  Assembly  accoimDlished  11  minor  overhauls  and  7 
major  assemblies,  of  which  latter  two  were  A-oB"*  s whidi  were  given  major  over- 
haul at  Fairfield  Air  De">ot  and  then  transferred  to  the  Hawaiian  De-partment . 

From  Se-pt.  1st  to  DSth,  the  madiine  shop  and  s-ab- de-partment  conrpleted  61 
jobs  on  Work  Orders  and  107  jobs  on  Instruction  Sli-ps.  At  present  there  ..are  80 
Work  Orders  awaiting  completion,  and  everyone  at  top  s-peed  to  catch  up. 

The  Engine  Re-pair  Section  overhauled  a total  of  14  engines  from  August  26th 
to  September  24th.  In  addition,  complete  overhaul  was  made  of  a Dodge  a'atomo- 
bile  motor  which  was  installed  in  a crash  boat  for  the  Waimanalo  Flying  Field. 

Capt.  Carl  F.  Greene  arrived  on  the  U.S.A.T.  0Ai.IBRAI  Se-pt.  25th  and  was 
attacked  to  the  Hawaiian  Air  Depot, 

Mr,  and  Ivirs.  Iiarry  F.  Williams  returned  frcm  their  vacation  at  Hilo.  They 
report  a very  nice  time  while  on  the  big  island,  and  tell  of  seeing  many  inter- 
'esting  things,  the  most  striking  of  which  was  the  volcano  crater  - ’’Eilauea." 

Wheeler  Field,  T.H. 

Second  Lieut.  William  A,  Cocke',  Jr.,  Air  Res,  , a member  of  this  command , com-r : 
pleted  all  necessary  arrangements  for  an  attempt  to  set  an  off icial.  world’ s : 

record  for  gliders.  ' || 

On  Se-pt,  27th,  a no-host  chicken  barbecnie  .was- held  on  the  beach  at  Kawailoa.!| 
The  barbecued  chicken  Mas  delicious,  and  the  officers  and  ladies  of  the  Group  j 
s-pent  a very  enjoyable  afternoon  and-, evening.  , ’ ' - . 

September  15th  was  Organization  Day  •df  the  75th  ..Service  Squadron.  The  or-  ; 
ganization  was  one  year  old.  on  that  date.  The.  Group  Commander  allowed  the  organ- j 
ization  a holiday  to  celebrate  the  occasion.  A field  meet  was  . held  during  the  ij 
forenoon  with  approiqriate  prizes  for  each  event.  The  meet  was  very  successful  ; 
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and  developed  some  excellent  appetites  for, the  excellent  dinner  was  prepared 
under  the  expert  direction  of  Mess:  Sgt,  Booth. 

The  ■ 6th -Pursuit  Squadron  flew  240  hrs.  during  September,  which  included 
preliminary  and  record  firing  of  aerial  gunnery  on  tow  targets,  Aloha  flights, 
squadron  formation  flying,  individual  combat  and  aerobatics* 

There  is  much  interest-  among  the  men.  of  the  group  concerning  the  modern 
conveniences  to  be  found  in  the  new  barracks  now  under  construction;  such  as  - 
electric  "spud"  peelers,  dough  mixers,  bread  and  meat  slicers,  steam  dish  wash- 
ers and  cafeteria  dining  rooms*  Some  say  "Yes",  others,  "No".  Tliose  eligible 
for  irksome  kitchen  police  have  strong  arguments  for  such  installations. 

The  19th  Pursuit  Squadron  completed  aerial  gunnery  and  low  altitude  bomb- 
ing courses  on  September  19th.  All  pilots  qiialified  as  experts.  Second  Lieut, 
Lane  ¥«  Sliarman,  Air-Res,,  led  with  the  highest  score,  as  follows s Ground 
targets  - 758;  low  altitude  bombing  - 219;  tow  targets  - 282  total  1,259, 

Luring  September,  the  26th  Attack  Squadron  was  camped  at  Yfaimanalo  for 
bombing  and  ground  target  firing®  All  officers  regularly  assigned  or  attached 
to  the  Squadron  completed  their  record  firing  on  these  two  ranges.  Individual 
scores  compiled  showed  a very  satisfactory  squadron  average®  In  addition,  sev- 
eral of  the  officers  fired  the  flexible  gun  course. 

This  Squadron  is  glad  to  ’’elcome  back  to  duty,  2nd  Lieut,  \Teldon  E, Rhoades, 
Air-Res  6,  who  sustained  a broken  ankle  following  a forced  jump  from  a spinning 
PW-9, 

Luke  Pield,  T«H. 

Plying  training  for  September  consisted  of  formation  night  and  cross-coun- 
try flying,  aerial  photography,  communications  flights,  aerial  gunnery,  aerial 
bombing,  camera  obscura,  aerial  reconnaissance,  aerial  navigation,  instrument 
flying  and  cooperative  missions  with  other  branches  of  the  service. 

On  Sept,  17th  and  18th,  all  available  airplanes,,  numbering  24, participated 
in  "Aloha"  flights  in  honor  of  Their  Majesties,  the  King  and  Queen  of  Siam,  who 
were  returning  to  their  native  land  as  passengers  aboard  the  S.S, "Empress  of 
Canada",  The  18th  Composite  Wing,  of  which  this  group  performed  as  a unit, 
presented  one  of  the  most  impressive  aerial  formations  ever  witnessed  in  the 
Hawaiian  Islands. 

The  Post  Gymnasium  was  remodeled  to  such  an  extent  that  showers  and  dress^- 
ing  rooms  have  been  installed;  thus,  affording  excellent  accommodations  for  men 
who  are  actively  engaged  in  working  out  for  boxing,  basketball  and  volleyball. 
This  is  considered  one  of  the  best  and  most  up-to-date  gymnasiums  in  the  Hawa- 
iian Department,  this  being  based  on  the  fact  that  during  the  past  boxing  sea- 
son, pugilists  from  all  Sector  Posts,  engaged  in  Sector -Hp,vy  Smokers,  were  on 
Detached  Service  at  this  station  for  training. 

The  Post  Volleyball  team  was  organised  under  the  supervision  of  2nd  Lieut. 
William  M.  Pryce,Jr.,  Air  Res,,  and  daily  practice  is  being  conducted  prepara- 
tory to  the  Section  League  Series,  The  first  game  of  the  series  was  played  on 
Oct,  10th,  opponent  team  being  the  Coast  Defenses  of  Honolulu, 

The  Post  Basketball  Team  is  at  present  engaged  in  bi-weekly  workouts,  under 
the  leadership  of  2nd  Lieut,  Den  Z.  Zimmerman,  A.C.,and  from  all  appearances  it 
should  forge,  well  to  the  front  in  the  Sector-iTavy  Series, 

Boxing,  under  the  supervision  of  2nd  Lieut,  James  McK, Thompson, is  at  pres- 
ent being  organized  at  this  station.  Excellent  pugilistic  prospects  are  report- 
ing daily  from  the  various  Squadrons  for  work-outs. 

During  September,  the  50th  Observation  Squadron  was  called  upon  to  perform 
58  hours  of  machine  gun  tow  target  missions  for  the  64th  Coast  Artillery  and 
Et .Kamehameha  Batteries,  the  targets  being  dropped  at  the  batteries  after  firing 
each  course. 

Duo  to  the  groat  amount  of  flying  during  July  and  August,  and  the  recent 
limitations  of  flying  time,  this  squadron  has  been  cut  down  to  very  few  hours 
other  than  scheduled  training.  The  course  in  Instrument  Plying  was  completed 
by  all  but  two  officers  and  the  "Hood"  has  been  turned  over  to  the  4th  Squadron, 
so  they  can  try  their  luck  at  it, 

Lieut,  Coates,  who  was  operated  on  for  appendicitis ,has  been  doing  nicely. 

He  was  released  from  Tripler  General  Hospital  and  returned  to  duty  on  Oct,  1st, 
During  September,  the  4th  Observation 'Squadron  fulfilled  a heavy  assignment 
of  towing  targets  for  tho  practice  and  record  machine  gun  firing  of  both  the 
64th  Co.as.t  Artillery  and  the  Harbor  Defenses  of  Honolulu.  Except  for  a,  fow  minor 
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material  difficulties,  which  v/ere  corrected  speedily,  these  missions  were  per- 
formed to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Coast  Artillery.  In  the  Regimental  and  Bri- 
gade Maneuvers  of  the  Hawaiian  Division,  Schofield  Barracks,  the  airplanes  con- 
ducted liaison  and  contact  missions  for  the  ever -fighting  "Red”  and  "Blues", 

The  v.'ork  with  the  22d  Infantry  Brigade  v/as  not  only  instmictive , hut  also  very 
successful, 

On  Oct,  1st,  this  squadron  moved  to  Waimanalo  Military  Reservation  for  two 
weeks  of  field • training,  during  which  time  they  concentrated  on  aerial  gunnery 
and  homhing. 

With  the  close  of  the  hasehall  season  and  the  opening  of  haskcthall  prac- 
tice, this  squadron  lost  no  time  in  seeking  competition  in  their  practice  games 
that  virill  prepare  them  for  the  Inter-Squadron  Championship.  In  the  four  games 
with  snappy  teams  from  Schofield  Barracks  and  Honolulu,  the  tossers  piled  up  a 
total  of  over  200  points.  Three  stars  of  last  year’s  team  are  assurance  of  suc- 
’cess*-  "Sad"  Sara  Helms,  "Johnny"  Johnson,  and  "Ted"  Sadler,  this  year’s  captain. 
Lieut,  Davies,  who  was  recently  assigned  to  the  squadron,  is  well  known  as  a 
center.  His  haskethall  experience  qualifies  him  as  an  excellent  coach, 

2nd  Lieut,  and  Mrs,  Kenneth  P.  McHaughton,  were  recent  arrivals  at  this 
station,  aboard  the  U.S.A.T.  "StoMihiel" , on  Sept,  9th,  Lieut.  McHaughton  was 
assigned  to  the  lltli  Photo  Section  and  aft  ached  to  the  50th  Observation  Squad- 
ron for  training  and  operations,'  . 

Lawson  Pield,  Pt, Penning,  Da,,  ITov,  5d; 

Du.ring  Oct,  Plight  "B",  16th  Observation  Squadron,  carried  its  training 
schedule  to  the  limit  of  its  allotment  of  flying  hours. 

Missions  flown  included:  Radio  flights,  camera  gunnery,  drop  and  pick-up 
messages,  blind  flying,  bombing,  formations,  cross-.country , navigation,  recon- 
naissance flights. 

Cooperative  missions  with  the  Infantry  School  v/ere  flown  as  follows: 

Oct,  2d:-  Lieut,  Holland  piloted  Maj.  A,PeKingman,C.O,  of  1st  Tank  Regi- 
ment, on  a mission  to  test  tank  concealment, 

Oct.  16th:-  Lieut,  Barnett  flew  a simulated  attack  mission,  upon  a Bat- 
talion in  movement, 

• ■ Oct,  23d:-  Lieut,  Brownfield  flew  a smoke  screen,  screening  a Battalion 
•■  ■ ■ in  attack. 

Oct.  23d:-  A three-plane  formation  participated  in  a Review  of  all  the 
'combat  troops  of  Pt . Penning,  The  Reviewing  Officers  included  Maj. -Gen- 
eral E.L.  King,  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  the  Commandant  of  Pt.Benning, 
and  his  Staff, 

Oct.  26th:-  A three-plane  formation  again  participated  in  a Review  of 
the  combat  troops.  Upon  .the  same  date  a three-plane  formiation  flew  a 
simulated  attack  mission  upon  a Battalion  in  movement , 

Oct.  28th:  r-  Lieut.  Brownfield  flev/  a smoke  screen  mission,  screening  a 
Battalion  in  attack.  Aided  by  damp  weather,  vdiich  results  in  better 
vaporization  of  the  P.M.  used,  it  was  an  excellent  demonstration  for  the 
assembled  student  officers  of  the  Infantry  School. 

■ On  Oct,  27,  29  and  30,  Maj.  Ira  A.  Rader,  A. C . Instructor  at  the  Infantry 
.School,  flew  cooperative  missions  for  tliat  School. 

On  Oct,  23d,  2nd  Lieut,  Chas,  H.  Leitner,  Air-Res.,-  was  relieved  from 
further  active  duty  with  this  organization. 

During  October  the  student  officers  of  the  A. C.T. S, , Maxwell  Pield,  flew  to 
La\¥Son  Pield  for  their  aerial  .gunnery  and  bombing.  These  student  officers  were 
also  official  observers  of  maneuvers  held  at  the  Infantry  School  during  the 
month,  Capt,  Lloyd  C.  Blackburn,  Photographic  Officer,  was  detailed  to  make 
aerial  photos  of  those  maneuvers. 

The  following  personnel  arrived  at  this  station  by  air  during  October  upon 
official  visits  of  inspection:  Congressman  James  and  Hill;  Major -Gen.  E.L, King, 
Asst, Chief  of  Staff;  Brig. -Gen.  B.D.Poulois, Asst. Chief  of  the  Air  Corps;  Lieut. - 
Col,  Jacob  E.Pickel,  Majs,  Ralph  Royce  and  W.H.Hale ,0ffice  of  the  Chief  of  the 
Air  Corps, 

Arriving  by  air  during  the  month  upon  official  visits,  temporary  duty  and 
cross-country  flights  were  Majs,  J.P,  Curry,  Commandant;  Hume  Peabody,  Asst. 
Commandant-,  B.D.Hetherwood,  R.C.Candee  and. Capt.  Lloyd  6.  Blackburn,  A. C, Tacti- 
cal School,  Maxwell  Pield;  Lieuts,  W.R.Peck,  K.H, Walker, D.D»Watson,J,D, Barker, 
Hansell,  Persons,  Tyndall  and  Vance,  Max’well  Pield;  Maj.P.L. Pratt  and  Lieut, 
Stranathan,  Bolling  Pield  and  Capt,  Clark,  Barksdale  Pield, 
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A BUCK  PRIVATE*  S DimM  ’ 

The  bugle  sounded  Taps  and  out  went  every  light, 

So  I hit  the  hay  in  my  two  by  six  to  sleep  through  the  night, 

■When  suddenly  a Heavenly  voice  the  night  time  stillness  rent; 

*Twas  good  St.  Peter's  call  forme,  and  Heavenward  I went. 

It  took  m.e  just  one  hundred  years,  I didn*t  travel  fast. 

But  rather  like  an  Erie  freight  or  a troop  train  going  past. 

I wondered  Why  we  made  no  stops  till  I heard  St.  -Peter  say: 

"Side-track  all  of  the  Officers,  there's  a Private  on  the  way." 

Finally  we  arrived  at  the  Pearly  Ge.tes;  in  awe  I looked  around, 

For  there  were  forty  hiajors  all  policing  up  the  ground; 

And  in  dismay  stood  a Colonel  from  early  moi-n  to  late; 

He’d  overstayed  his  one-day  pass  and  couldn’t  get  by  the  gate. 

St.  Peter  came,  as  I looked  on,  and  held  within  his  hand, 

My  Army  service  record  wrapped  in  a red- taped  band. 

He  strug^ed  and  S¥7sated  and  swore  a little  too, 

For  he  saw  the  record  I had  and  the  red-tape  I had  gone  through,. 

He  looked  it  over  carefully,  then  shouted  through  the  open  door, 

"You’ve  earned  your  place  in  Heaven  Lad,  in  the  Army  Air  Corps, 

I Imow  you  tried  to  go  to  to  France  and  write  on  History’s  page; 

It’s  not  your  fault  you  had  to  wait  till  death  came  from,  old  age." 

He  led  me  gently  by  the  arm,  througli  the  Pearly  fetes  ajar, 

To  Pilsner  beer  and  Haig  & Haig  served  freely  from  the  bar; 

Of  cocktails,  high  balls  and  so  forth,  he  let  rnie  have  my  pick. 

And  not  a drinli  was  Volsteadized;  each  ha,d  the  same  old  time  kidc. 

The  barracks  were  of  marble  made,  inside  were  easy  chairs, 

The  Captains  fanned  ray  fevered  brow  V7hile  the  Corporals  swept  the  stairs. 

The  mess  hall  was  all  pink  and  gold  with  table  cloths  of  white, 

Butter  three  times  a day,  and  chicken  every  night. 

The  mess  sergeant  sat  upon  the  stove  where  I could  plainly  see 
Him  eating  the  Army  stew  and  beans  that  he  used  to  feed  to  me. 

Sergeants , there  as  Porters,  were  well  supplied  with  mcps, 

And  all  First  Lieutenants  were  St.  Peter’s  Kitchen  Cops. 

Ho  golden  harp  did  I receive  - like  the  story  pictures  show  - 
But  only  a little  whistle  like  the  "Top  Kid?."  used  to  blow, 

I blew  it  loudly  once,  and  there  upon  the  scene 
Lieutenants,  in  blue  denims  came  to  sweexD  and  dust  and  clean, 

I had  them  searching  for  cigarettes,  cigars  and  matches  too; 

Then  made  them  carry  three  inch  shells  until  the  day  was  through. 

And  when,  for  lack  of  daylight,  they  came  for  their  toils. 

They  stayed  in  camp  and  scrubbed  the  floors  while  I got  all  the  "Goils." 

I could  dress  in  any  style  I chose,  with  any  girlie  speak, 

And  all  three  day  passes  I could  get,  just  took  them  twice  a week, 

I drew  my  pay  just  when  I pleased,  no  payroll  did  I sign; 

And  fare  was  just  one  cent  a mile  on  Heaven’s  Railway  line. 

When  I'  tired  of  all  my  wanderings,  in  a feather  bed  I.  lay, 

Having  no  thought  of  Reveille,  but  to  sleex^  till  noon  next  day. 

Suddenly  I felt  a jar,  a gruff  voice  in  my  ear  spoke, 

"It’s  four  A.M.,  third  relief  outside"  And,  Oh,  Hell,  I woke. 

I grabbed  ray  old  Automatic  and  in  the  morning  air, 

I guarded  ammunition  for  the  boys  "Wa.y  over  there."  . 

I walked  my  post  in  earnest  till  my  feet  were  sore, 

And  x:>roud  to  be  with  Uncle  Sam,  a Private  - Hothing  more. 

— Private  Reeves  in  Chanute  Field  PROP  WASH. 
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Scott  Field’ s ■ footlDall  te^ir  played  its  first  service 
game  on  OctolDer  11th.  against  the  strong  Self  ridge  Field 
team  and  lost  a hard  played  ■ contest;  hy  a single  touchdoTOi 
which  was  scored  on  a "fliilce".  The  lone  six  points 
scored  hy  the  Pursuiters  came  on  the  kick  off  to  start 
the  second  half.  The  hall  rolled  over  the  goal  line 
without  being  touched,  and  a Scott  Field  hack,  forget- 
ting the  new  ruling  that  a kick  off  is  a free  hall., 
failed  to  down  the  hall  before  a Self ridge  player 
fell  on  it.  Self ridge  displayed  a deceptive  attack 
which  hrou^t  several  runs  of  considerable  distance, 
hut  in  each  case  the  runner  was  hauled  down  from 
behind  or  stopped  hy  the  safety  man.  On  one 
of  these  runs  in  the  fourth  quarter,  Saims,  the 
crack  Self ridge  Field  halfback,  reached 
)j^^\  Scott’s  seven- yard  line,  hut  the  strong  de- 
'x.  fense  of  the  home  team’s  forward  wall 

stopped  . this  scoring  threat  on  the  one-yard 
line.  Scott  Field  made  one  determined 
yM  march  in  the  third  quarter  v/hich  ended  with 
'tmk  intercepted  foryrard  pass  inside  the  10- 
yard  stripe, 

was  felt  rather  keenly 
players, hut 

f f they  had  some  consola- 

‘ tion  in  remembering  that  a year 

ago  Selfridge  ran  wild  and  won  by  a margin  of  seven  touchdovms,  , , •■  ■■' 

Saums  and  Tatlmm  featured  the  offensive  play  .-of  Self  ridge  with  Kling.  and 
Moore  shswing  strength  in  the  line,  while  for  Scott  Guy  ma.de  several  pretty  runs 
and  collaborated  with  Bahorich,  Curtis  and  Dixon  in  stopping  the  opposing  plays. 


With  the  coaching  staff  augmented  by  the  addition  of  two  able  coaches,  Lts., 
Griswold  (Ohio  State)  and  Balcer  (California),  and  the  squad  increased  by  several 
players  who  have  been  absent  on  school  duty,.  Self ridge  fans  may  well  expect  the 
continuation  of  a successful  start.  The  weather  has  been  favorable  to  the  early 
develo-praent  and  training  of  a team,  and  the  coaches  ha.ve  not  been  idle.  The 
first  game  of  the  season  was  played  on  Sunday,  October  3rd,  with  liarine  City,  a 
■professional  team.  Tlie  game  was  marked  by  able  execution  of  deceptive  plays  from 
a double  v/ing  back  formation  by  the  Self  ridge  Field  team.  Final  score,  Selfridge 
Field  12,  Marine  City  6. 

The  program  for  the  remainder  of  the  season  includes  some  seven  ganes  with 
various  -professional  and  Array  teams. 


Scott  Field  captured  its  first  football  victory  of  the  season  on  Oct.  18th  by 
defeating  the  "Trojans"  of  St.  Louis,  32  to  S.  It  was  a great  second  half  spurt 
by  the  Scott  Field  team  which  accounted  for  the  victory,  as  the  two  teams  had 
staged  a hard  6 to  6 tie  for  the  first  two  -periods. 

The  constant  drilling  by  four  coaches  shewed  its  effect  on  the  home  team’s 
■play,  and  its  offense  looked  much  smoother  than  in  any  -previous  game.  Several 
new  -plays  were  largely  responsible  for  the  scoring  -pimch  shown  in  this  game.  . 

Scott  scored  early  in  the  first  quarter  when  Shanks  hurled  a long  -pass  to 
Karting  in  the  end  zone.  Kick  for  extra  point  missed.  With  a large  majority  of 
second  string  players  in  the  Scott  Field  lineup,  the  St.  Louis  team  uncorked  a 
strong  drive  late  in  the  second  quarter  and  tied  the.  score. 

Starting  the  second  half  with  a dis-play  of  s'peed  and  drive  which  carried  the 
visitors  off  their  feet,  the  Airmen  soon  scored  two  touchdowns,  and  la,ter  added 
another  ?;hen  Shaiiks  intercepted  an  enemy  pass  at  midfield  and  dodged  his  way  to 
the  goal  line.  The  final  touchdov/n  came  in  the  fourth  quarter  after  Lewis  had 
again  captured  a Trojan  -pass.  Osborn  and  Guy  dashed  thru  and  around  the  o-pposlng 
line  in  a sustained  drive  of  40  yards  to  make  the  score, 

Lewis  at  tackle,  Dixon  at  center,  and  Shanlbs,  Osborn  and  Gu.y  in  the  badc- 
field  all  contributed  fine  -plays.  The  ira-provement  of  the  play  of  the  team  has 
greatly  increased  cyutside  interest  in  the  home  games,  and  the  cro\7d  of  about 
2500  was  the  biggest  turnout  at  Scott  Field  for  an  athletic  event  in  several  years. 
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Scott  field,  Belleville . 111.,  October  21st . 

Official  notification  was  received  at  Scott  Field  that  "Lafayette  Qaeen," 
one  of  the  youns  horning  nigejDnshraised  this,  season,  is  the  St  . Louis  district 
winner  of  the  llational  Fiituri-^y  Lh'is  race  \7as  flovu  from  Lafayette,  Ind. , 

on  Sent.  27th,  with  about  Os competing.  As  a result  of  this  win, Lieut. - 
Col.  John  A,  Pacgelow  willjreceiv^  the  Titgemeier  Cap,  which  was  donated  for  the 
competition  of  birds  from  Str--,^  Louis  and  vicinity.  "Lafayette  Queen"  v;as  just 
under  four  and  one.-lialf'jno^ths'?  old  when  this  race  was  flown  and  had  previously 
made  an  emcell^it  shor/li'^'ln  tr^ihing  flights. 

There  were.,f^g  Scott'  Fi-4ld  birds  entered  in  this  race  and  four  wore  suc- 
cessful ip;  spmhl0tin^'‘'theyflight  which  was  an  exceptional  percentage  compared 
wft'h  mostpb:^’Q.th^-4ftL6t--Com-i^^  lofts.  Staff  Sgt . Ifex  Broiikiiurst , pigeoneer, 
is,  echedul^e4-^c-  take  this  youngster  to  the  convention  of  the  American  Pacing 
'Pigeon  Union  at  '^p(;l'edo,  Ohio,  Oct,  22-25,  where  the  cup  will  be  presented.  The 
bird  will  be  ehtbred-Qip  the  convention  show,  for  futurity  winners. 

Daring  the  World  Series  games  at  St.  Louis,  Lieut. -Col.  John  A.  Paegelow 
and  three  officers  of  his  staff  provided  a daily  escort  to  Judge  Kenesaw  Mountain 
Landis,  high  commissioner  of  baseball.  Judge  Landis  has  made  this  invitation  a 
regular  affair  ever  since  the  first  World  Series  game  in  1926,  in  St.  Louis. 

In  addition  to  Col.  Paegelow,  the  following  officers  attended  the  games  as 
gaests  of  Judge  Landis:  Majors  Jolm  P.  Duck\7orth,  Walter  D.  Love,  Captains  W.P. 
Hayes,  Roger  S.  McCallough,  Philip  Schneeberger,  Ira  R.  Koenig,  Harlan  ¥, Holden 
and  1st  Lieut,  Edgar  T.  Selzer. 

Lieut. -Col.  John  A,  Paegelow  has  ten  more  blue  ribbons  to  add  to  his  fine 
collection  of  pigeon  troiohies  won  by  birds  of  the  Scott  Field  loft.  He  entered 
ten  birds  in  the  ;'3igeon  show  in  connection  with  the  St . Louis  Dairy  Shov/  and 
came  out  with  a 100^  record,  as  each  bird  captured  first  honors  in  its  class.  In 
addition  to  these  awards,  the  championship  homer  ribbon  was  captured  by 
"Chattanooga  Boy,"  one  of  the  best  racing  and  show  birds  under  the  care  of  Staff 
Sgt.  Max  Eronldmrst,  pigeoneer.  This  pigeon  is  the  son  of  "Mocker,"  one  of  the 
famous  war  birds,  and  won  championship  honors  last  year  at  the  Asheville  and 
Memphis  shows. 

The  next  showing  of  the  Scott  Field  birds  \i±ll  be  from  Hov.  5th  to  8th  at 
the  Ninth  Annual  Show  of  the  St,  Clair  Pigeon  Club  in  Belleville,  111.  Tlie  star 
show  bird  of  the  loft,  "Col.  John  A.  Paegelow,"  will  be  entered  in  an  attempt  to 
capture  the  cup  permanently  for  the  Chaiarpion  Most  Likely  Racing  Homer.  This 
bird,  has  two  legs  on  the  cup  and  needs  bat  one  more  win  to  make  it  a permanent 
part  of  the  pigeon  trophy  e^ibit . 

Lieuts.  Selzer  and  Balger  took  two  planes  of  the  15th  Squadron  to  Chicago 
on  October  11th  for  ten  days  of  duty  towing  targets  at  Fort  Sheridan  for  anti- 
aircraft target  practice . 

Self ridge  Field,  Mt . Clemens,  Mich.,  October  15th.  , ^ . 

Daring  the  annual  convention  of  the  American  Legion  in  Detroit,  when  over 
100,000  of  Uncle  Sam's  war  time  soldiers  and  sailors  descended  upon  the  city, 
ail  18-plane  flight  of  Selfridge  Field  pilots  flev;  a demonstration  fonmation 
along  the  Detroit  River  front  in  their  honor.  On  the,  same  evening,  Monday, 

Sept.  21st,  a 6-plane  formation  of  Boeing  Fighters  put  on  an  illuminated  night 
flight  over  Belle  Isle  and  the  water  front  area  of  the  Detroit  business  section. 
Dov/ntown  Detroit  presented  a vivid  spectacle  with  searchlights  flashing  and  the 
streets  filled  with  a milling  mass  of  Legionnaires  in  their  gaily  colored  uni- 
forms. On  Sept,  22nd,  the  v/hole  First  Parsuit  Group  acted  as  an  aerial  escort 
for  the  monster  American  Legion  parade.  This  parade  was  probably  the  longest 
and  oiggest  in  the  history  of  the  Anerican  Legion  Conventiqns,  and  it  v/as  fitting, 
indeed,  that  the  First  Parsuit  Group  should  have  the  honor  of  acting  as  an  aerial 
convoy,  due  to  the  Group’s  war  tim.e  history. 

By  request  of  the  American  Legion  Post  in  Mt.  Clemens,  the  Dram  and  Bagle 
Corps  of  this  station  was  granted  permission  to  inarch  in  the  Big  Parade  of  the 
American  Legion  Convention  v/ith  the  Legionnaires  of  Mt . Clemens . 

Major  General  Franl^  R.  McCoy,  Hors.  4th  Corps  Area,  Atlanta,  Ga.  , visited 
this  station  on  Sept,  20th,  being  accorroanied  by  Lieuts.  Brown  and  Hillery.  The 
General  flew  in  here  from  Ft.  McPherson,  Ga. , to  spend  the  week  end  in  Detroit, 
as  ^ he  ^-planned  to  attend  the  reunion  of  his  old  Division,  the  32nd,  and  also  re- 
main in. Detroit  for  the  Anerican  Legion  Convention, 
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On  Sept.  24th,  a group  of  about  100  merabers  of  the  Pontiac,  Mich,  Y.M.C.A.  I 

visited  Selfridge  Pield  for  the  purpose  of  observing  at  first  hand  the  work  of  : 

the  Army  Air  Corps,  Several  officers  were  detailed  as  guides  for  the  party  and,  j 
after  showing  them  over  the  Field,  explaining  to  them  the  intricacies  of  the 
tactical  flying  that  was  going  on  in  the  overhead,  the  party  left  the  Field 
for  the  return  trip  to  Pontiac  about  4j00  o'clock,  having  expressed  themselves 
as  very  pleased  with  their  visit  to  the  Field, 

A flight  of  9 planes  from  this  station  conducted  a tactical  flight  over 
Pershing  Hi^i  School  in  Detroit  on  Sept.  23rd,  on  the  occasion  of  the  dedication 
ceremonies  of  this  new  school* 

Lieut.  Robert  J.  Hixson,  recently  a member  of  the  First  Pursuit  Group,  is 
now  talking  a course  in  business  admini  strait  ion  at  Cambridge,  Mass.  Lieut.  Hixson  I 
was  on  active  duty  at  Self  ridge  Field  from  June  24,  1930,  to  SexDt.  15,  1931. 

A flight  of  six  P-12  airplanes  flom  by  -pilots  from  the  four  tactical  squad-  j 
rons  of  the  First  Pursuit  Grou^D  and  led  by  Captain  Ennis  C.  Fnitehead,  de-part ed 
for  Bolling  Field  via  Middletown  on  Se-pt«  20th,  for  codperation  with  searchli^ts 
in  defensive  Tjursuit  work  at  Fort  Humohreys,  Va.  Fne  flight  arrived  at  Bolling 
Field  at  11:45  a.m,  Se^Dt,  21st  and  partici-pated  in  cooperative  missions  with  the 
searchlight  batteries  on  the  nights  of  Sept.  21st  and  22nd.  In  addition  to 
Pursuit  missions,  4 Pursuit  -planes  were  used  on  the  night  of  the  22nd  to  simulate 
high-s'peed  Bombardment  in  one  attack  on  the  defended  zone,  Hie  flight  returned 
to  Self ridge  Field  Sept.  24th. 

Delegates  to  the  annual  convention  of  the  Allied  Theatre  Oroiers  of  Michigan,  ! 
with  the  officers  and  directors  of  the  National  Board  of  Allied  Theatres,  visited 
Self ridge  Field  on  the  morning  of  October  7th  and -watched  the  routine  flying  of 
the  Pursuit  Grou-p  as  led  by  Major  Brower.  A1.1  squadrons  took  xiart  in  the  fonm-  | 
tion.  Aipproxiraately  500  representatives  of  theatres  throughout  Michigan  attended  ^ 
the  convention. 

Major  George  H,  Brett,  Commanding  Officer  of  Selfridge  Field,  gave  a lecture  - 
to  Reserve  officers  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit  on  the  evening  of  October  9th  at 
the  Field.  The  meeting  was  one  of  the  regular  squadron  assemblies  of  the  310th  ! 

and  419th  Observation  Squadrons,  and  Liajor  Brett  have  tne  Reserve  officers  the  ! 
benefit  of  his  knowledge  and  ex-perience  relative  to  Air  Corps  organization  and 
training.  A series  of  these  meetings  are  -planned  by  Ca-ptain  D.B.  Rogers,  the 
unit  inspector  for  the  Air  Cor-ps  Reserve  Officers  in  this  community.  ' 

Lieut. -Col.  J.J,  Grace,  Signal  Cor-ps,  6th  Cor-ps  Area  Headquarters,  visited 
the  Field  October  6th  and  7th.  He  -was  es'pecially  interested  in  Signal  Corps  pro-  : 
jects  in  connection  with  the  new  construction  now  going  on  at  this  station.  A 
thorough  ins'pection  of  all  Signal  Corps  activities  on  the  post  was  made  by  Col.  ; 
Grace  with  a view  to  coordinating  and  making  recommendations  relative  to  these 
activities  during  the  construction  -period. 

Follo?/ing  the  visit  to  Self  ridge  Field  on  Sept,  30th  of  Lieut  .-General  | 

Gustav  Dreszer,  Polish  Army,  and  the  demon sti-at ion  flight  the  following  day  by 
a squadron  of  18  -planes  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Detroit  Yacht  Club  on  Belle  Isla, 
where  General  Dreszer  and  his  party  were  staying,  the  Consul  of  Poland,  Ivir.  Jan  | 
Lech  ;^szewski,  addressed  the  following  letter  to  Major  Brett:  : 

"General  Gustav  Orlicz- Dreszer  when  leaving  Detroit  yesterday  asked  me  to  ; 
convey  to  you  his  slncerest  thaiiks  for  the-  courtesy  extended  to  him  in  showing 
him  aro-und  Selfridge  Field.  It  was  with  the  greatest  interest  that  he  viewed 
the  air  field  \7ith  its  various  huildings.  He  a,lso  asked  me  to  inform  jau.  that  I 
he  was  very  much  impressed  bjr  the  feats  -nerformed  abov-e  the  Detroit  Yacht  Club  on  j 
Belle  Isle  by  the  aiirolanes  sent  by  you.  ■ i 

On  my  r)art  I may  assure  you,  Dear  Sir,  that  General  Oriicz-Dreszer  immensely  | 
enjoyed  his  visit  to  Selfridge  Field,  as  well  as  the  feats  dis-played  by  your  ■ 

s-plendid  pilots  above  Belle  Isle, 

The.hking  you  for  the  h®nors  accorded  to  General  aistav  Oriicz-Dreszer,  I , 
wish  to  remain  , dc . ’ 

Patterson  Field.  Fairfield.  Ohio,  Oct.  15tli;  : 

Following  Is  a report  of  the  activity  of  the  Depot  Supply  Department  for  I 
the  month  of  September:  ■ |[ 

Tonnage  of  incoming  freight  - 401.1  tons,  express  --1,2  tons, 

Tonnage  of  outgoing  freight  - 106.3,  tons,  express  - 4.7  tons, 

Incoming -parcel  post  - 580  Ibs,^  oiitgoing  - 1,701  lbs.  Amount  of  material  f 
received  by  other  means  - .115,986 -lbs, ; shipped  - 166,450  lbs,  ' 1 

Total  n-umber  of  shipments  received  - 648;  Made  - 1,212.  ' i| 

Humber  of  requisitions  received  - 357,  |! 
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The  following  major  and  minor  overhauls  of  airplanes  and  engines  were  ac- 
complished i-n  the  Engineering  Department  .during  September; 

Airplanes;  Major  overhhnls  - 1 DT2B., . 1;  Cartiss  0-1C-,  1 Douglas  0~2H,  1 
Curtiss  0-11,  2 Thomas-Morse  0-19B,.,6  Douglas  0-25,  1 Curtiss  PIC,  1 Consolidat- 
ed PT-1  and  6 Boeing  P-12C.  Minor  overhauls.  - 1 RA-2  (Navy  plane)-,  5 Curtiss 
A-3,.l  Keystone  B-3A,  3 BT-1 , 4 BT-2B,  4 0~2K,  3 0-1,  2 0-17,  2 0-19,  2 0-38, 

1 P-IB  and  1 Y1C14,  a total  of  20  major  and  29  minor  overliauls. 

Engines;  Major  overhauls  - 2 R-790 , l,R-9?5,  6 R-1340,  8 SR-1340,  4 V-720, 

4 V-1150,  5 V-1570,  5 GlV-i570,  Minor  overhauls  - 1 SR-1340,  2 GR-1750,  1 
V-720,  2 V-1150,  2 V-1S50,  a total  of  35  major  and  8 minor  overhauls, 

2nd  Lieuts.  Gilbert  E,  Cox  and  Harvey  G,  Eads,  A.C.Res,,  reported  for  a 
two  weeks*  tour  of  active  duty  training,  • 

In  the  Annua-1  Fifth  Corps  Area  Golf  Tournament  held  at  this  station,  Sept. 
14th  and  15th,'  86  en’tra,nts  participated.  Twenty-four  prizes  were  distributed. 
First  prize  (the  Barksdale  Trophy  and  a golf  bag)  was  awarded.  Lieut,  BaW.Chid- 
laWjA.C,,  Wright  Field;  2nd  prize  (a  tile  top  table)  to  Maj.  Thomas  L,  Spoon, 
Dental  Corps,  Ft.Benjarnin  Harrison,  Ind, ; Srd.prize  (an  electric  clock)  to  Lt,- 
Col,  H,H.  Arnold,  A. C., Wright  Field;  4th  prize  (a  Dimple  Bottle)  to  Maj,  G.E. 
Wolfe,  C.A.C,,  University  of  Cincinnati,  Capt,  L.R.P.  Reese  won  the  prize  for 
the  worst  hole,  playing  a score  of  14,  On  the  afternoon  of  Sept.  14thp  a Blind 
Bogy  Tournament  was  held.  First  prize  was  avfai'ded  Maj.  A.L,  Sneed;  second  prize 
to  Maj,  W.S,  Wilmerding  and  third  prize  to  Capt,  R.C.  Throckmorton, 

The  following  visitors  at.t ended  the  Tournament;  Lt,  R.P,  Eaton,  Inf,;  Maj. 
R.M,Winfield,  Inf , , Columbus , Ohio;' Lt. -Col.  Jason  M,-  Walling,  Inf,,  Toledo, Ohio; 
Capt.  Bert  S.  Wampler,  Inf.(DOL),  Capt.' Bert  Cordle,  Inf. , Capt.  M.F.  Scully, 
Inf,,  Indianapolis;  Miajor  F.D,  Applin,  S . 0.  » Co.lumbus  ,0hio;  l^aj,  W,H,  Hamrick, 

Q. M.C,^  Capt.  R.C.  Sweeney,  S,C,,Res', , Capt,.  S.M, Frazier,  Dent-Res,,  Toledo, 0.; 
Lieut,  C.Ih  Berg,  F.A. , Capt,  R, C. ^Throckmorton,  Inf,,  Culver,  Ind,;  Lt,-Col, 
Clialmers  R,  Wilson,  Inf.,  Columbus , Ohio ; Capt,  P«D.  Strong,  11th  Inf,,  W.O.F.A, 
Bowen,  11th  Inf,,  Ft,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Ind,;  Maj.  R.E.  0*3rien,  10th  Inf,, 

Col,  F.W,  Clark,  G.S,  , Ft,  Hayes  , Ohio ; Maj,  G.E,  Wolf  e ,C.A  .'C.  ^'University  of  Cin- 
cinnati; Lt,  H.C,  Johnson, Inf . .University  of  Dayton;  Cept.  J,  Johnson,  Ord-Res., 
LaCarne.Ohio;  Lt.-Col.  L.P.  Kenry,Inf ,-Res. , Toledo,0hio;  Lt,  Stanton  Smith, A. C,, 
Capt,  R-E,  Chaitoers,Med.-Res, , ifej,  Thomas  L,  Spoon,  Dent . Corps , Ft  .Benjamin 
Harrison,  Ind. ; Maj.  A.G.  Guyer,  C.S. , ' Maj . , C.A,  .!Bo;gby  ,Inf . , Capt,  F.A,  Allen, 

Jr,,  C.A.C.,,  Ft, Hayes,  Ohio;  Col.  L.L.  Deitrick,  Q.M.C,,  Columbus, Ohio;  Major 

R. O,  Probst,  Sng.-ORC.,  South  Bord, Ind. ; Col.  B-F.  Ristine,Ini . , Dayton, Ohio; 
and  Col,  I.M»  Madison,  Inf,,  India.iapolis , Ind, 

A Golf  Touri-iament  participated  in  by  officers  stationed  at  this  Field  and 
Wright  Field  and  who  were  divided  into  two  teams,  the  "FAD  Team"  and  "Toto  Team", 
Was  held  at  the  McGregor  Golf  Course  near  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  Sept,  29th.  The 
"Town  Team'*  won  the  t ournar.ent , after  which  a cold  dinner  was  served  at  the  Mc- 
Gregor Club,  The  losers  paid  two-thirds  and  the  winners  paid  one-third  of  the 
cost  of  the  entertainment.  Approximately  GO  were  present,  of  which  number  there 
were  48  golfers  and  12  rooters.  The  tournament  was  enjoyed  very  much  by  all 
present. 

Among  those  visiting  this  station  dui-ing  the  past  few  weeks,  the  following 
were  noted: 

Group  Capt,  L.J,  Fiennes,  Air,  Attache  of  Great  Britain  at  Washington.D.C, , 
and  Sq,  Leader  A.  Ferrier,  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Air  Corps,  on  a tour  of  in- 
spection, 

Maj, -Gen*-  Frank  McCoy,  Commanding  General  of  the  Fourth  Corps  Area,  Ft, Mc- 
Pherson,, Ga, , Lieuts,  ‘Brovm,  Eillery  and  Biddle,  en  ro\ite  to  the  American  Legion 
Convention  at  Detroit , 'Mich, 

Lieut,  H.P,  Becker  and  Lieut,  F.S,  Dailey,  U.S.M.C,,  ferrying  a transport 
pla/ne , stopped  over  en  route  Sept',  25th  to  Managua,  Nicaragua, 

^glL-ARtpnio  Air  Depot , Duncan  Field.  Texas,  Oct.  15th; 

A beautiful  military  wedding'. which  took  place  in  the  garden  of  the  Duncan 
Field  Oificers*  Club  on  Wednesday  evening,  Oct,  7th,  was  the  marriage  of  Miss 
Helen  Johnston,  daughter  of  and/lvirs.  ' C.C,  Johnston,  Med. Corps,  Kelly  Field, 

to  Li e^it .William  P.  Connally,  Jr,^  F.A,,  Ft,  Sam  Houston,  The  ceremony  was 
performed  by.  Chaplain  (Major)  Peter  J.  Kilkenny,  of  Ft,  Sill, 

The  garden  and  cluh  rooms  were  beautifully  decorated  with  flowers  and  can- 
delabra, and  the  nuptial  music  was  furnished  by  the  Kelly  Field  Orchestra,  Fol- 
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lowing  the  ceremony  an  informal  reception  was  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  Club,  ■ 

at  which  the  bride's  parents  and  the  bridal  party  received,  and  14rs*  Charles  i 

H.  Danforth  presided  at  the  tea  table,  Lieut,  and  Mrs,  Oonnally  left  later  in 
the  evening  for  California,  to  sail  from  there  for  Hawaii, 

On  the  day  preceding  the  wedding,  Mrs,  Charles  H,  Danforth  was  hostess  to  :i 

an  attractively  appointed  luncheon  in  her  quarters  at  Duncan  Field  in  honor  of  j 

the  bride-elect  and  her  bridal  party;  and  on  Tuesday  evening  Lieut. -Col,  and  ' 

Mrs,  A.W,  Robins  entertained  with  an  informal  buffet  supper  party,  immediately 
following  the  wedding' rehearsal,  complimenting  the  bride-elect  and  her  fiance,  j 
Chaplain  Kilkenny  was  the  house  guest  of  Capt,  and  Mrs,  E.V,  Harbeck,Jr,,  | 
at  this  station  during  his  visit  here  for  the  wedding,  | 

Out-of-town  visitors  Oct,  6th,  for  the  regular  monthly  conference  and 
luncheon  at  the  Depot  for  coordination  of  Air  Corps  supply  and  engineering 

matters  in  this  Area  were  Capts,  S,J,  Idzorek  and  E,M,  Morris,  of  Ft. Crockett;  j 

1st  Lieuts,  Roy  W,  Camblin,  from  Hatbox  Field,  Muskogee*, Okla, ; Thomas  W,  Black- 
burn, A, C, Instructor  with  the  Texas  National  Guard,  Houston,  and  Earle  T,  Show- 
alter  of  the  36th  Division  Aviation,  Houston,! 

1st  Lieut,  Charles  H.  Caldwell  of  the  A, C, Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field, 
Ohio,  visited  this  Depot  on  Oct,  2nd  and  3rd  during  an  extended  cross-country 
tour  of  various  A.C,  activities  and  commercial  aeronautical  plants  of  the  West 
and  Southwest  for  conferences  oh  A.C,  supplies  and  equipment  and  observation 
of  repair  shop  methods. 

During  September  the'  Engineering  Department  of  the  Depot  overhauled  and 
repaired  the  following  airplanes  and  engines: 

Airplanes  overhauled  - 5 A-3B,  3 0-2H,  1 0-2J,  5 0-19B,  1 0-19C,  3 P-IC , 

1 P-ID,  3 P-IF,  1 3T-1,  1 PT-3A,  l‘C-9,  Total  25. 

Airplanes  repaired  - 1 A-3B,1  LB-7,  1 B-3A,  3 0-2H,  4 0-19B,  4 0-190, 

1 0-38,. 1 P-12B,-2  BT-2B,  1 YlC-22,  1 HS.  Total  20.  . . . 

Engines  overhauled  - 34  V-1150,  22  R- 1340,  5 R-790, .3  R-1690.  Total  64. 
Engines  repaired  - 2 V-1150,  2 R-1340,  8 V-1650.  Total  12, 

Rockv/ell  Air  Depot.  Calif,.  Oct,  16th; 

During  the  month  of  'September  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot  received  72  engines  : 
and  18-  airplanes  for  overhaul,  and  completed  major  overhaul  on  40  engines  and 
14  airplanes, 

A total  of  SiSOd-g-  man  hours  was  expended  in  the  shops  of  the  Engineering 
Dept,  for  the  manufacture  and  repair  of  Air  Corps  equipment  other  than  airplanes 
and  engines,  * ‘ 

The  Depot  Supply  Department  received  during  the  month  501,529  lbs,  of 
freight  and  express  and  shipped  417,613  lbs,  by  freight  and  express.  Incoming 
parcel  post  shipments  amo\inted  to  753  lbs.  and  outgoing  to  574  lbs.,  while  860 
lbs,  of  Air  Corps  material  were 'shipped  by  airplane. 

An  addition  was  made  to  the  Engine  Repair  which  will  be  used  for  cleaning 
purposes. 

During  September  quite  a number  of  visitors  passed  through  the  Depot, 
Congressman  Melvin  J,  Maas  of  Minnesota,  arrived  by  plane  on  Sept,  5th,  remain- 
ing here  until  Sept.  8th,  Col.  Sebring  C.  Megill,  S.G,,  arrived  Sept*  1st 
to  make  an  inspection  of  Signal  Corps  installations  and  activities  of  the  post, 
Lieut,  Charles  H,  Caldwell  of  the  .Materiel  Division  as  pilot,  accompanied 
by  Maj,  Thatcher,  Ordnance  Dept,,  arrived  Sept,  26th  to  confer  with  the  Com- 
manding Officer  regarding  Air  Corps  supplies  and  equipment,  Capt,  Lowell  H,  i' 
Smith,  former  Chief  Engineering  Officer  of  the  RockiYell  Air  Depot,  accompanied 
by  Maj,  G-ott,  Air-Res,,  arrived  Sept.  29th,  in  a 5 -3 A from  Langley  Field, 
Brig.-G-en,  Charles  H.  Danforth,  accompanied  by  Lieut,  R.W,  Do'^iglas,  Jr,,  arriv- 
ed Sept,  30th,  to  confer  with  the  Commanding  Officer  regarding  supplies  and 
coordination  training  activities. 

Col,  F.M,  Andrews,  Capts,  H,M,  Elmendorf  and  A.B,  McDaniels,  ferrying  P- . 
12E  planes  from  the  Boeing  factory  to  the  East  coast,  passed  through  Rockwell 
on  Oct,  12th,  remaining  here  until  the  14th, 

Maj,  0,W,  G-rauland,  Finance  Dept,  arrived  Oct,  2nd  to  make  the  annual  audit 
of  all  property  accounts  at  Rockwell  Field, 

Ito.j,-Gen.  Edward  L,  King,  Asst,  Chief  Staff  G-3,  War  Department  General 
Staff,  accompanied  by  Maj,  Ralph' Royce,  A.C, , arrived  hero  Oct,  14th',  via  air 
in  an  0-38  plane,  to  observe  training  and.  instruction  activities  at  this  post, 
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Maj,  Thomas  DeW,  Milling  reported  for  duty  with  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot 
on  Oct,  15th, 

Lieut,  A.A.Strauhel  reported  for  duty  with  the  Depot  on  Sept,  ?th,  and  was 
appointed  Asst.'  Depot  Supply  Officer, 

Lieut. -Col,  B.K,  Yount,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Depot,  accompanied  hy 
Lieut,  B.M,  Giles,  Chief  Ik!,gi nerving  Officer,  departed  via  air  on  Oct,  6th, 
for  Salt  Lake  City;  Spokane,  Seattle, .Yanccuver;  Mathor  and  Crissy  Fields,  to 
confer  with  Commanding  Officers  of  the  Regular  Army  and  ITational  Guard  activi- 
ties regarding  maintenance  of  Air  Corps  equipment  and  supplies. 

Mr,  Jacoh  M.  Bailey,  A.M.E, , Supt ♦ of  the  Engine  Repair  and  Machine  Shop 
of  the  Engineering  Department,  Roclcwell  Air  Depot,  departed  on  Sept,  16th,  for 
the  Pratt  and  Whitney  Company,  Ifertford,  Conn,,  for  two  weeks’  instruction  in 
the  m.aintenance  of  aeronautical  engines.  Upon  completion  of  his  tour  at  Hart- 
ford, ¥x»  Bailey  will  proceed  to  the  Middletown,  Fairfield  and  San  Antonio  Air 
Depots,  on  temporary  duty  for  purpose  of  observing  shop  methods  used  thereat, 

Kelly  Field,  Texas,  Nov,  1st; 

Students  in  the  new  class  at  Kelly  Field  were  scheduled  to  begin  flying 
Monday  Morning,  Oct.  25th.  The  class  is  made  up  of  102  flying  cadets,  four  of- 
ficers of  the  Regular  Army,  headed  by  Maj,  William  E.  Kopner,  and  one  non-com- 
missioned officer  training  in  grado. 

Sections  will  be  conducted  in  the  four  branches  of  military  aviation, 
Pursuit,  Attack,  Bombardment  and  Observation, 

Instrument  or  blind-fl-.’-ing  instruction  of  students  will  be  under  supervi- 
sion of  1st  Lieut,  E.D. Perrin  with  students  of  the  Observation  Section  taking 
the  training  first, 

1st  Lieut,  D.V.  Gaffney  will  be  senior  instructor  in  Pursuit,  1st  Lieut, 
L*J,  Maitland  in  Attack,  1st  Lieut.  J.W,  Monahan  in  Bombardment  and  1st  Lieut, 
H.K,  Ramey  in  Observation, 

Brig. -Gen,  Charles  H.  Danforth,  commander  of  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center; 
his  Aide,  1st  Lieut,  R.W.  Douglass,  and  Lieut, -Col.  H.B.  Clagett,  Commander  of 
Kelly  Field,  flev/  to  Brownsville,  Oct.  23rd. 

The  trio  was  to  attend  dediertion  services  at  the  new  administration 
building  at  the  municipal  airport  there. 

Something  new  in  military  airplanes  was  on  exhibit  at  Kelly  Field,  Oct, 
25th,  a dual  mct.ored,  high  wing  Observation  ship.  This  now  odd  appearing  Army 
ship  is  designated  as  an  XO-35,  experimental  plane,  and  is  piloted  by  1st  Lieut, 
John  F,  Tiihitoley,  The  plane  has  a high  wing  loiown  as  a "gull"  wing,  and  is 
powored  with  two  Curtiss-Cendor  motors,  capable  of  cruising  at  a speed  of  150 
miles  an  hour, 

Lieut,  Ldiitoloy  landed  at  Kelly  Field  on  the  afternoon  of  Oct,  25th  from 
California,  and  left  at  10  o'clock  next  morning  for  Dayton,  Ohio,  Army  Flyers 
at  Vfright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  v/ill  experiment  with  the  ship  to  determine  its 
practicability.  Heretofore,  the  only  one-wing  planes  used  in  military  aviation 
in  America  is  the  large  tri-motored  transport  ships. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  THE  IJ-^PROYEMENT  OE  AIRCILa’T  I/AINTEiaiTCE 
AND  TECHNICAL- REOOSES,  REPORTS  Ai©  FILES,.  ■ 

In  the  ftiture,  the  last  -pages  of  the  Air  Corps  ITey/s  Letter  ydlX  he  utilized 

hy  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  to  bring  to. the  attention  of  all  Air  Corps  activi- 

ties and  poi'sonnel  various  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  aircraft  mainten- 
ance and. more  accurate  preparation  and  maintenance  of  technical  records,  re-oorts 
and  files.  The  last  pages  of  the  Air  Corps  News  Letter  are  used  for  this  pur-  i 

pose,  so  as  to  permit  interested  activities  and  personnel  to  detach  these  pages 
from  the  Air  Coipps  News  Letter  and  maintain  them  in  a separate  folder  for  their 
otm.  information,  reference  and  application,  where  desired,  I 

— -oOo— 

DISTRIHJTION  OE  TECHNICAL  .REC-UIATIQNS 

Technical  inspections  conducted  by  representatives  from  the  Inspection 
Division,  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  have  indicated  that  the  distri-  I 

button  of  technical  instructions  throughout  the  Air  Corps  generally  has  not  been  | 

such  as  to  result  in  activities  deriving  the  maximum  benefit  therefrom.  In  ! 

checlcing  the  tedmical  files  of  stations,  groups  and  organizations,  it  has  been 
noted  that  this  pertains  especially  to  the  distribution  of  Air  Corips  Circulars, 
Technical  Orders,  Tecluiical  Letters,  Technical  Ila.diograms,  Technical  and  Train- 
ing Regulations,  and  Training  l&nuals  affecting  technical  f-unctions  of  the  Air 
Corps,  feny  activities,  especially  organizations,  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
malcing  verbal  requests  upon  their  immediate  distributing  agency  for  the  tech- 
nical instructions  required  to  complete  their  files,  and  it  is  believed  that 
this  may  be  responsibie  to  a great  extent  for  the  failure  of  organizations  to 
receive  sufficient  copies.  In  all  cases,  requisitions  for  technical  instiuc- 
tions  should  be  made  upon  the  distributing  authority  in  writing, 

A recent  technical  inspection  of  Langley  Eield  brought  to  light  the  folio-w- 
ing system  for  the  distribution  of  Technical  Orders  and  Technical  Letters  at 
that  station,  v:hich  is  considered  excellent  and  is  recommended  for  all  stations; 

"Technical  Orders,  Technical  Letters  and  Technical  Radiograms,  when  re- 
ceived by  Post  Headq-uarters , are  forwarded  direct  to  the  Station  Engineering  -a 
Officer,  who  is  charged  by  the  CormTanding  Officer  with  the  distribution  of 
these  instructions  and  n-iainteimnce  cf  the  iiecessa,ry  surplus  copies.  Ujpon  re-  ; 
•ceipt  of  these  instructions  the  required  n-umber  of  copies  of  Teclmical  Orders 
are  then  distributed  by  the  Station  ELigineering  Officer  direct  to  organiza- 
tions,  and  to  technical  departments  affected  -who  come  directlsr  under  the  :[ 

jurisdiction  of  the  station.  The  required  number  of  copies  for  organization 
and  depa,rtments  -within  the  grouij  are  forTrarded  by  the  Engineering  Officer  di- 
rect to  Grouip  Headcuarters  for  the  necessary  distribution  v/ithin  the  Grouip. 

Teclmical  Letters,  Y.-ith  .the  exception  of  attached  blue  print,  are  rety-;ped 
by  the  Station  Engineering  Office  rn  sufficient  quantities  to  permit  distri- 
b-ution  to  all  post  and  group  activities  concerned.  Technical  Letters  are 
filed  in  n-umerical  order  and  completely  indexed.  Each  Technical  Letter  so 
distributed  bears  the  designation  of  each  organization  to  which  distributed, 
the;  date  it  was  distributed,  and  the  initials  of  receiving  persoi-mel.  The 
distribution  of  Technica,!  Letters  to  the  Group  is  made  direct  to  the  Group 
Engineering  Officer,  who  is  required  to  maice  distribution  to  all  Group  or- 
ganizations  concerned,"  !i 

It  is  believed  tha.t  the  above  system  wdll  adeq-uately  care  for  post  distri-  { 
but ions.  In  addition,  however,  group  and  organization  distribution  must  be  ' 

careiully  supervised,  if  group  and  organization  activities  are  to  be  furnished  i 
with  the  technical  instructions  req-uired  for  the  proper  maintenance  of  their 
acti-wity.  Group  distribution,  in  addition  to  tha.t  for  squudrons,  must  carefully  ^ 
cover  tne  needs  of  technical  de-partments , such  as  Group  Communications,  Armament 
and  Photographic  Sections.  Similarly,  organization  distribution  must  also  be 
caref-ully  supervised  to  insure  the  distribution  of  technical  instructions  affect- 
ing sq-uadron  armament,  coimnunication,  and  suirply,  direct  to  those  activities  for 
necessary  action  and  maintenance  of  the  proper  files.  In  this  connection,  it  is 
recommended  tlvxt  group  and  squadron  engineering  officers  be  desigoated  ad  dis-  ' 
tributing  agency  for  technical  instructions  -pertaining  to  the  group  or  squadron, 
as  the  case  may  be. 

The  distribution  of  technical  regulations,  training  regulations  and  train- 
ing manuals  also  sho-uld  have  careful  supervision,  in  order  to  ins-ore  distribution 
of . those  regulations  affecting  armament,  communications,  parachutes,  -^photographic, 
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etc. , to  the  activity  concerned.  It  is  recoranended  tl'at  all  technical  and 
training  regalations  and  training  manuals  received  at  station  headquarters, 
which  affect  technical  activities , he  forwarded  direct  to  the  Station  Engineer- 
ing Officer  for  distrihution,  in  accordance  with  the  distribution  vdiich  may  he 
required  for  the  needs  of  the  station. 

Past  technical  inspect iors  have  also  indicated  that  handbooks  and  parts 
lists  of  aircraft  engines  and  equipment  are  not  being  distributed  so  as  serve 
best  station  requirements.  Ihese  publications  ordinarily  are  shipped  direct 
to  the  Air  Corps  Station  Srnpply  Officer,  and  it  is  recommended  that  upon  re- 
ceipt of  such  publications,  Air  Corps  Station  Suppdy  Officers  furnish  the 
Station  Eigineering  Officer  a list  of  such  publications,  and  request  the  dis- 
tribution required.  Upon  receipt  of  such  a list,  the  Station  Engineering  Offi- 
cer, who  has  direct  knowledge  of  all  types  of  aeronautical  equipment  at  the 
station  and  in  each  organization,  will  furnish  the  Air  Corps  Station  Supply 
Officer  with  the  distribution  desired  for  these  publications. 

oOo- — 

!rhe  following  Technical  Orders  and  Letters  have  been  issued  since 
October  1,  1931; 

Date  Uo.  Subject  Distribution 

10-8-31  TO-01-1-83  Heplacement  of  Springs  in  Oleo  General 

Units  of  B-3A,  ^4A.,  yiB-4,  B-5A, 

B-6A,Y1B-6,L3-6,LD-7,  P-12  and 
P~12B  Type  Airplanes. 

10-22-31  TL-31-126  Change  on  Uose  Shutter  of  0-28  Wright  and  the  four 
(This  letter  replaces  and  0-38A  airplanes.  Also  domestic  depots. 

Letter-same  number-  0-38-B. 

4-11-31. 

10-6-31  TL-31-172 


10-5-31  !II[r-31-263 


10-3-31  TL-51-264 


10-12-31  TL-31-265 


10-12-31  TIr-31-266 


10-12-31  TL-31-267 


10-12-31  TIf-31-268 
10-15-31  TIr-31-270 


10-21-31  TIi-31-275 

10-1-31  TO- 00-0-7 

10-27-31  TL-31-269 
10-26-31  TL-31-276 
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Modification  of  Rear  Fuselage  Bolling, Mather , Self ridge, 

Turtle-Back  on  P-12B,  P-12C  Wright,  and  all  depots, 
and  P-12D  airplanes.  Maxwell , France , Luke, 

Rocki7ell. 

Modifica.tion  of  Mount  for  Coil  General 
and  Vibrator  Assemblies  AV-1101 
and  AV-lOOl  in  accordance  with 
sketch  SK-101-8  in  order  that 
either  assembly  may  be  used. 

Change  in  Mount  Members,  Center  M.A.D. , F.A.D. , S.A.A.D. , 
Engine-Ford  C-4A  air-olanes,due  R.A.D..  and  Wri.5:ht.. 


to  present  members  having  a 
negative  margin  of  safety. 
Replacement  of  tail  skid  on 
0-1 9 B ai.. planes 


Change  on  Bomb  Rack  Support 
Beams-Thomas  Morse  0-i9B, 
0.19C,  0-19D  and  0ul9E. 

Change  in  method  of  sealing 
screwed  joint  at  lower  end  of 
landing  gear  oleo  cylinder, 
P-12,  P-12B,  P-12C,  P-12D  and 
P-12E  airplanes. 

Change  on  Iviain  Gasoline  Tanlc 
Cradle-  0-19B,  0-19C,  O-ICR 
and  Ci.l9E  airplanes. 
Reinforcement  of  aileron  spar, 
P-12B,  P-12C  and  P-12D  air- 
planes. 

Replacement  of  oil  coolers, 
0-25A  and  0-253  airplanes. 
Monthly  Index  of  Technical 
Instructions. 

Tester, Spark  Plug- Ope rat ion  of 

Change  in  Oil  Cooler  Air  Scoop 
Curtiss  0—39  Airplanes. 


Brooks , Chanute , Hawaiian  AD, 
Luke,Post, Pope, Scott, 

Wright  and  FAD.ilAD,  RAD, 
and  SAAD. 

Brooks , Chanute , Dodd, 

Langley , Kelly , Bragg, Sill , 
Scott,  Wright  and  all 
depots. 

Bolling, France , Hawaiian  AD, 
Luke , Mather , Max^.'/ell , Panama 
AD,  Philippine  AD, Rockwell, 
Self  ridge'!;  Wright  and  FAD, 
RAD,MD  and  SAAD. 

All  depots  and  Wright 
Field," 

Boll ing, France , Hawaiian  AD, 
Luke , Ivlat  her , Maxwell , Panama 
AD,  Rockwell , Self  ridge , 
Wright, FAD, MAD. RAD  and  SAAD 
MAD, FAD,  RAD  and  SAAD, 
Wright , 

General. 

General 

Mit  chel , Bolling, Wright  and 
the  four  domestic  depots. 


10-21«31..  !nr-51~271 


Installation  of  Caution  Plate  re  Polling,  Mitchel,  llAD, 
Caliin  I)oo]>*Gurtiss  0-39  airplanes  PAP,  SAAD,IlM),  Wri^t. 

10-21-31  E[r-31-272  Heplacement  of  Tie  PjDd  Attachment  Ha^Taiian,  Panama.AD, 

pittings.U'O'oer  Yfing- Thomas  Morse  Philippine  AI),  IvIAD.PAD, 
0-19B,0-19C'and  0-19D  Aii^planes.  SAAK, HAD,  Wright. 
10-21-31  TL-31-273  Replacement  of  Gasket,  Car tnire tor  Brooks , Chanute , Dodd , A 


Air  Intake- Tlioms  I\torse  0*19C, 
0-19D  and  0-19S  Airplan.es. 

France, Hawaiian  AD, 
Kelly, Langley, Luke , 
Panama  AD,Phiiij?pine  AD, 
Pope , Po  st , Sco  tt  "i  Self- 
ridge, Wright  and  the 
four  domestic  depots. 

— oOo - 

1.  Por  the  information  of  interested  personnel  and  to  assist  Higineering 
Officers,  the  following  feature  originated  oy  Captain  Milo  McCane  at  Langley 
Field,  was  suhmioted; 

A record  to  keep  more  detailed  information  on  the  condition  of  storage 
hatteries  at  Air  Corps  Stations  and  to  furnish  an  accurate 
Maint enance  check  the r e on ; 


POST  - STOIlAGE  - BATTERY  - RECORD 


MD/IBER 

TYPE 

IH-COM. 

GUT- COM. 

..  DATE  EEC. 

DATE  ISSUED 

SQPIT 

RE?,!ARKS 

‘ 

1 

In  order  to  keep  an  accurate  check  of  all  "batteries  at  a station  on  the 
above  chart,  it  is  necessary  that  they  be  nnmhered  in  sequence. 


2.  Captain  McCmie  stated  that  he  found  the  record  as  outlined  in  the  above  , 
chart  very  valuable  in  furnishing  an  accurate  historical  record  of  each  battery, 
and  in  fixing  definite'  responsibility  in  cases  where  neglect  of  maintenance  T/as 
indicated.  He  further  stated  that  by  the  operation  of  this  chart  he  v/s.s  able  to  ^ 
effect  a considerable  reduction  in  battery  maintenance. 
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KIG-H  AITIIUDE  CROSS- COURTRI  PLYIRG 

The  first  cross-country  flight  at  an  alti- 
tude of  20,000  feet,  in  which  all  the  pilots 
used  liquid  oxygen,  was  completed  by  the  94th 
Pursuit  Squadron  on  Rovember  3rd,  when  twelve 
planes,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Harry 
A.  Jolmson,  flew  from  Self ridge  Field  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  in  two  hours  and  five 
minutes.  At  Self  ridge  Field  tvra  days  T)rior 
to  the  flight,  tests  were  run  on  gas  consump- 
tion above-  20,000  feet,  and  it  was  discovered  that  an  econ- 
omical consumption  could  be  obtained  at  a fairly  high  r.p.m.  Tests  had  also  been 
conducted  in  training  the  pilots  in  the  handling  and  use  of  liquid  oxygen. 

Tlie  flight  took  off  at  1:45  p.m. , with  a heavy  cloud  bank*  covering  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  Five  miles  from  the  field,  a break  in  the  clouds  was  dis- 
covered and  the  flight  spiralled  upward  for  a period  of  thirty  minutes  until  the 
altitude  of  19,000  feet  was  obtained,  when  the  pilots  started  on  their  course, 
still  climbing.  After  breaking  throu^  the  clouds  it  was  impossible,  of  course, 
to  check  any  land  marks  on  the  ground,  and  for  about  one  hour  there  \vas  nothing 
but  a sea  of  white  clcfuds  below.  As  the  Ohio  River  was  crossed,  a slight  break 
showed  the  river  and  ^ve  the  Squadron  Commander  an  opportunity  to  check  the 
course.  A short  distaiice  past  Pittsbur^i , Pa. , the  clouds  broke,  and  from  that 
time  on  the  course  was  easy.  The  remarkable  part  of  the  flight  was  that  after 
getting  above  the  clouds  a compass  course  plotted  -prior  to  the  taice-off , held 
directly  on  the  course,  and  no  change  was  needed  when  the  clouds  finally  did 
break. 

A short  distance  out  of  Washington,  members  of  the  flight  noticed  the  -plane 
piloted  by  Lieut.  Hersam  started  cavorting  crazily  about  the  slsy  and  then  diving 
for  the  earth.  Down  he  -plunged  out  of  sight  of  the  remainder  of  the  flight  who, 
wondering,  kept  on  tovmrds  Washington.  Ohey  were  delighted,  indeed,  to  have  him 
join  the  flight  just  before  they  landed.  It  was  learned  that  Lieut.  Hersam  had 
accidentally  detached  the  tube  leading  from  his  oxygen  sup-ply  to  his  face  mask 
while  reaching  for  his  ma-p.  He  was  soon  unconscious,  and  his  plane,  out  of  con- 
trol, dove  towards  the  earth  until  at  7,000  feet  the  pilot  recovered  and  righted 
his  shi-p.  He  joined  the  flight  over  Washington,  and  the  12  planes  landed  as  one 
unit  at  Bolling  Field,  Anasostia,  D.C.,  the  first  one  touching  the  ground  at 
3:50  p.m,  A short  time  was  lost  s-piralling  down  slowly  so  as  not  to  make  too 
rapid  a change  of  altitude  after  a long  stay  at  an  altitude  where  the  pressure 
density  was  much  less  than  on  the  ground.  The  speed  averaged  200  miles  -per  hour 
and  between  1900  and  1950  r.-p.m.  All  the  pilots  made  the  flight  to  the  -place 
where  they  were  ready  to  glide  down  and  land  on  their  auxiliary  tanks  of  55  gal- 
lons, witn  the  exception  of  one, 

Liq-aid  oxygen  was  used  on  this  trip,  and  it  is  a marked  improvement  over 
the  gas  oxyge-n  carried  in  cylinders.  The  regpilation  of  the  amount  necessary  for 
the  pilot  is  entirely  automatic  and  cuts  the  number  of  gauges  and  instruments 
necessary  to  kee-p  on  a flight  of  that  typpe.  Face  masks,  in  which  a tube  carried, 
the  oxygen  to  the  nostrils,  were  used,  and  these  proved  superior  to  those  which 
required  the  tube  to  be  held  in  the  mouth  and,  in  addition,  were  roach  more  com- 
fortable on  a long  flight. 

Most  of  the  -pilots  encountered  tro'able  through  the  fogging  of  the  goggles, 
one  pilot  losing  his  goggles  15  minutes  after  taking  off  and  flying  the  entire 
distance  without  them.  The  maximum  tem-oerature  encountered  was  20  degrees  below 
zero  centigrade,  which  seems  to  be  the  dead  line  on  temperature  where  goggles 
either  v/ill  or  will  not  fog.  At  any  temnerature  below  that , all  B-6  goggles  will 
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fog  •until  it  is  impossible  to  see  through  them. 

As  far  as  clothing  was  concerned,  the  flying  suits  (B-7)  were  a-pparontly 
warm  enough  for  the  first  hour.  After  that,  all  pilots  began  to  chill  and  dur- 
ing the  last  hour  hoped  that  Washington  would  show  up  soon.  The  opinion  of  the 
members  of  the  flight  upon  landing  \7as  tha.t  the  temperature  of  Washington  was 
almost  tropical. 

On  the  following  day  the  squadron  returned  to  Selfridge  Field  by  elements, 
for  the  purpose  of  navit^tion  training.  This  trip  rerraired  three  hours  and  40 
minutes,  and  most  of  the  pilots  ran  very  close  to  the  edge  on  gasoline  prior 
to  landing. 

Lieut s.  O’Donnell,  Coleman  and  Hersara  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  after- 
noon awing  newspaper  reporters  with  tales  of  the  flight,  having  their  pictures 
taken  for  future  fan  mail  and  basking  in  the  lime  light. 

It  can  be  seen  from  this  flight  that,  should  Washington  be  endangered  by 
an  attack,  a squadron  could  take  off  from  Selfridge  Field,  arrive  at  Washington, 
drop  the  au:;i:iliary  tanlcs,  and  have  sufficient  gasoline  in  the  main  tank  to  go 
right  into  combat  at  ceiling  just  two  hours  after  leaving  Selfridge  Field, 


Flying  above  20,000  feet,  and  handling  and  using  of  liquid  oxygen,  consti- 
tuted some  of  the  activities  of  the  S4th  Pursuit  Squadron  during  the  month  of 
October,  A considerable  number  of  tests  at  high  altitudes  were  conducted  during  1 
April,  but  these  were  discontinued  because  of  the  fact  that  only  five  liter  con-  j 
tainers  for  the  liquid  oxygen  were  available.  These  conte-iners  were  too  large 
for  a Pursuit  type  plane,  as  no  pilot  on  any  flight  needs  that  amo-unt  of  oxygen, 
and  there  were  no  means  of  determining  the  amount  of  oxygen  carried.  Diffiailty 
was  also  encountered  in  filling  these  containers. 

During  September,  a supply  of  2|-liter  containers  were  obtained  and  install- 
ed in  the  planes  in  such  manner  as  to  permit  them,  to  be  quiclcly  removed  for  fill- 
ing. Hepresentatives  of  the  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field,  were  -present  at 
the  -preliminary  tests.  In  the  method  they  era-ployed,  it  required  from  seven  to 
twelve  minutes  to  fill  each  container.  The  new  type  of  can  they  furnished  for 
pouring  the  liouid  oxj^gen  from  the  25-liter  storage  tanks  into  the  container  l 

worked  very  satisfactorily  and  cut  down  the  large  eva-poration  losses  encountered 
in  -pouring.  Modifications  have  since  been  made  of  the  equipment,  and  the  con- 
tainers can  now  be  filled  in  about  two  minutes  after  they  are  removed  from  the 
plane. 

Flights  were  made  on  October  12th  by  twelve  planes  in  formation  to  indi- 
cated altitudes  of  27,000  to  28,000  feet,  and  considerable  maneuvering  perform- 
ed. The  tem-perature  at  that  altitude  \7as  27  degrees  06101)7  zero,  centigrade. 

Great  difficulty  was  experienced  by  the  -pilots  staying  in  formation  at  that  alti- 
tude, due  to  goggles  fogging  and  then  freezing.  Tne  a.verage  gasoline  consiimption 
for  one  heur's  flight,  including  climb,  was  30.5  gallons. 

Aiother  high  alti-oude  journey  was  made  by  two  flights  on  October  13th,  for 
the  purpose  of  maneuvering  fast  at  between  21,000  and  22,000  feet,  it  being  de- 
sired to  avoid  an  alti'bude  where  the  goggles  were  likely  to  fog  and  freeze.  The 
temperature  enco'untered  was  15  degrees  below  zero,  centigrade.  The  planes  man- 
euvered very  well  at  that  altitude,  and  the  -pilots  encounrered  no  difficulties. 

On  October  16th,  flints  were  made  to  determine  the  length  of  time  required 
for  a formation  to  reach  20,000  feet,  also  the  gasoline  cons-umption  at  that  alti- 
tude at  1300  r.p.m.  For  this  flight,  25  gallons  of  ^sol-ine  were  carried  in  the 
auxiliary  ■bank.  The  v;eather  was  cloudjs  and  it  was  necessary  to  climb  through  a 
hole  in  the  clor.ds.  The  time  required  for  the  climb  to  20,000  feet  "was  19  to 
'20  minutes,  the  speed  of  the  slowest  jlane  being  the  determining  factor.  The 
gasoline  cons’umption  at  that  altitude  varied  from  17  to  25  gallons  -per  hour.  A 
check  was  made  of  all  the  spark  -pkigs  in  the  planes  and  new  ones  installed. 

Trouble  was  encountered  by  all  the  pilots,  due  to  goggles  fogging,  and  all  com-  " 
plained  of  becoming  cold. 

On  October  ISth,  another  foiwiation  flight  was  made  to  20,000  feet,  and  an 
objective  of  100  miles  away  from  the  field  was  selected.  The  planes  climbed  to 
20,000  feet  over  the  field  and  then  flew  to  the  objective  and  returned  at  that 
altitude.  The  fli^it  was  made  at  1800  r.p.m.,  and  25- gallons  of  gasoline  were 
carried  in  the  auxiliary  tank.  The  time  required  for  the  climb  to  20,000  feet 
was  21  minutes.  At  th£it  alti'fcude  the  gasoline  consumption  averaged  17  gallons 
per  hour  at  1800  r.p.m.,  and  the  tenrperatare  ms  20  degrees  below  zero,  centi- 
grade. Some  trouble  was  encountered,  due  to  goggles  fogging,  and  pilots  com- 
plained of  becoming-  chilled  and  of  s’uffering  much  from  cold  hands. 
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Two  days  later,  a flight  was  made  to  the  same  ohjective,  the  test  "being  the 
same  as  that  carried  out  bn  Octo'ber  19th,  save  that  the  r.p.m,  flovm  hy  the  lead- 
er was  1950.  The  25  miimtes  required  to  reacdi  20,000  feet  was  mmecessarily 
long,  due  to  the  leader  falling  out,  making  it  necessary  for  the  deputy  leader 
to  take  the  lead.  The  time  required  to  fly  the  100  miles  to  the  o"bjective  was 
50  minutes,  making  the  speed  120  m.p.h,  Tlie  time  required  for  the  return  trip 
was  30  minutes,  or  at  a speed  of  200  m.p.h.  The  gasoline  consunrption  varied 
considerably,  but  averaged  24.4  gallons  per  hour. 

Daring  these  flights  one  pair  of  electrically  heated  goggles  and  mittens 
were  used  and,  aside  from  a slight  arnomt  of  moisture  forming  between  the  double 
lenses,  no  trouble  was  encountered  with  them.  The  electrically  heated  mittens 
were  quite  comfortable,  but  could  stand  a little  more  heat,  and  a heating  element 

should  be  in  the  'pS'"im  of  the  hand  where  it  comes  in  contact  with  the  stick, 

,,  Tne  deductions  which  can  be  made  from  the&e  flights  above  20,000  feet  are; 

(a)  Our  planes  and  engines  function  satisfactorily  at  that  altitude  with 
a little  training  of  personnel, 

(b)  Our  persom).el  flying  at  that  altitude  lose  some  of  their  alertness, 
after  staying  there  for  over  an  hour’,  due  to  becoming  chilled. 

(c)  That  it  is  almost  impossible  for  the  pilot  to  operate  at  that  altitude 
without  electrically  heated  goggles  and  mittens. 

(d)  That  liquid  oxygen  fed  directly  into  a face  mask’ is  much  more  satisfac- 
tory than  taking  oxygen  into  the  mouth  through  a tube. 

(o)  That  when  it  is  desired  to  oxoerate  at  hi^  altitudes,  liquid  oxygen  is 
superior  to  gas  oxygen  carried  in  tanks,  as  norimlly,  the  pilot  is  assured  of  si.tf- 
ficient  oxygen  to  keep  him  aloft  until  his  gasoline  supply  is  exhausted. 

(f)  That  for  the  amount  of  oxygen  carried,  the  liquid  oxygen  gives  a large 
sajring  in  weight. 

(g)  Studies  are  also  being  made  of  the  desirability  of  heating  open  cock- 
pits for  the  comfort  of  the  pilot,  and  of  oxygen  flasks  which  may  be  filled  as 
quickly  and  easily  as  the  airplane  is  refueled  when  it  comes  to  earth. 

oOo 

LA.NGLEY  PISIrD  PILOTS  FOILED  BY  OLD  TI.\IE  MISSIS 

''Foggy  days  are  , here  again"  at  Langley  Field,  Va.  , and  the  tactical  training 
of  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group  has  been  seriously  curtailed  because  of  it.  Old 
Dismal  Swamp  and  its  forest  fires  has  akmys  token  craite  a toll  of  flying  days 
from  Langley  during  fall  and  spring.  Due  to  a number  of.  forest  fires  in  the 
Carolinas,  a pall  of  smoke  and  fog  has  clung  to  the  ground  in  eastern  "Virginia 
for  about  two  weeks ,, and  the  weather  reports  indicate  no  relief  in  the  way  of 
rain  in  sight. 

Recently,  some  of  the  Group  pilots  defied  the  haze  and  carried  out'  some 
machine  gun  missions  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Field.  One  of  the  pilots  who  was  fly- 
ing an  innocent' mission  with  a tov/  target  plane  in  the  ha.ze  came  down  at  a plaxe 
where  he  thought  the  Field  should  be,  but  instead  of  the  Field  a large  steamer 
on  a shoreless  , ocean-  loomed  below.  The  pilot  took  the  ship  to  be  the  "Aquitania" 
or  "Belgenland, " and  he  lost  no  time  in  setting  a compass  course  back  in  the 
direction  of  the  United  States. 

oOo— 

AUTOIvATIC  PRESS"URE  COIITROL.'  FOR  AIRSHIPS 

The  problem  of  maintaining  in  non-rigid  airships  the.  proper  air  pressure  at 
all  times  during  flight  has  frequently  proved  a diffiailt  one.-  Letting  out  or 
taking  in  ;bhe  proper  amount  of  air  in  the 'ballanet  has  up.  to  the  present  time 
been  a manual  operation,  with  this  great  disadvantage..  During  rcru-gh  weather  the 
gas  px''es. sure  is  subject  to  more  or  less  I’apid  fluctuations  which  cannot  be  readily 
adjusted  by  the  pilot.  In  such  instances,  this  pi'iot  has  realised  that  an  air 
pressure  control,  automatically  operated,  would  -orove  not  only  more  efficient  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the- airship  and  fli^t,  but  woiild  relieve  him  of  one  more 
task  in  an  unsteady  airship  car.:  Such  an  automatic  air  pressure  control  has  been 
designed  by  the  -JiJaterie'x.  Division  engineers,  and  is  scliedu][.3d  for  immediate  con- 
struction and. testing.  This  device  makes  use  of'  the  fiuctoating  pressure  within 
the '.airship  envelope  to  regulate  automatically  the  distributing  of  air  to  the 
ba.llonet* 
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LIOT.  MYim  WINS  PATEICK  TROPHY  PACE 


gest  amount 


The  fourth  annual  Ifej or- General  Jfeson  M.  Patrick  Trophy 
Race  was  held  at  Port  Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas,  on  October 
17th.  It  marked  the  second  consecutive  time  this  contest  was 
held  at  that  station  . Unlike  the  previous  year,  when  incle- 
ment weather  threatened  to  spoil  the  whole  affair  and  did 

limit  the  speed  of  the  Attack  planes,  there  was 
nothing  to  hinder  any  of  the  events  scheduled 
for  the  afternoon, 

A new  speed  mark  was  set  by  1st  Lieut.  Don 
W.  Mayhew,  who  won  the  race  with  an 
^ average  speed  of  142.59  M.P.H.  The 
planes  raced  80  miles  over  a 10-mile 
triangular  course.  The  event  was  close  from 
finish,  there  being  only  a few  seconds  difference  ■ 
Lapsed  time  of  the  first  three  men.  Until  this 
year,  Lieut.  Ivan  M.  Palmer,  winner  of  the  event  in  1929,  had 
held  the  record  with  a speed  of  140.2  miles  per  hour. 

The  first  event  on  the  program  was  a demonstration  by 
Observation  planes  from  Randolph  Field.  It  could  easily  have 
been  a flight  of  Attack  planes,  for  the  formation  flown  was 
that  used  by  the  Third  Attack  Group.  No  doubt  the  reason  for 
. this  was  the  fact  that  most  of  the  Observation  pilots  were 
former  members  of  the  Group  at  Port  Crockett. 

Pollowlng  closely  on  the  Observation  Show  were  the  Bombing 
planes  from  Kelly  Field.  Tne  big  fellows  barged  around  the  sky 
for  a brief  but  interesting  demonstration.  The  spectators  mar^- 
veiled  at  the  ease  with  v'hich  the  large  ships  were  landed.  In 
1930,  the  Observation  planes  took  the  honors  with  their  perfect 
formation  flying.  The  Pursuiters,  who  usually  receive  the  lar- 
of  ap-plause,  were  handicapped  at  that  time  by  a low  ceiling. 
Conditions  were  reversed  this  year  and,  C9nsequently,  the  Pursuit  pilots  from 
Kelly  Field  were  able  to  make  amends  for  what  they  were  una,ble  to  do  last  year. 

A.  flight  of  six  Pursuit  ships  took  off  and,  after  diving  at  the  airdrome  a 
few  times,  separated.  One  element  of  three  planes  turned  to  the  North  and  left 
a clear  sky  for  the  remaining  element  which  ^ve  a snappy  exhibition  of  a dog 
fight.  Lieut s.  Eller,  Harding  and  Ehudy  were  the  three  who  thrilled  the  crowd 
in  their  attempts  to  "shoot”  each  other  down.  After  several  minutes  of  inten- 
sive maneuvering,  they  gave  the  aerial  stage  over  to  the  second  element,  who  in 
the  meantime  had  flown  to  a high  altitude  and  were  at  tliat  moment  roaring  towards 
earth  in  a steep  power  dive. 

Lieuts.  George-  Price,  "Nellie"  Morgan  and  Franlc  Irvin  gave  an  exhibition  of 
formation  acrobatics  such  as  had  never  before  been  witnessed  in  Galveston,  Even 
old  time  pilots  of  the  Tiird  Attack  Group  declared  the  fine  maneuvering  of  the 
Pursuit  pilots  equal  to  that  of  the  "Three  .Iv^usketee^G, " or  the  Navy's  "Nine  Hi^ 
Hats."  In  tight  V formation,  the  three  planes  went  through,  rolls,  loops,  power 
dives,  inverted  recoveries,  and  most  every  other  maneuver  known  to  the  Air  Corps 
with  the  exception  of  the  outside  loop,  • 

As  the  Pursuit  demonstration  closed,  the  Third  Attack  Group  planes  took  off 
and  thrilled  the  large  crowd  with  their  exhibitions  of  Attack  formation  flying. 
The  27-ship  formation  made  the  ground  vibrate  as  they  roared  across  it  in  typical 
Attack  style, 

Waen  the  time  for  the  race  approached,'  those  who  were  to  participate  drew 
off  and  allowed  the  remaining  planes  to  land  and  taxi  off  the  field.  Once  the 
sky  was  clear,  the  ten  entrants  took  their  prescribed  places  in  a Lufbery  Circle. 
Maintaining  a specified  distance  from  the  one  in  front,  each  plane  dove  at  the 
first  pylon  and  the  race  was  on.  A change  in  the  course  was  made  this  year. 

No.  1 pylon  was  moved  to  the  western  edge  of  the  flying  fi9ld  and  in  full  view 
of  the  spectators,  who  were  thus  in  a position  to  view  the imaneuvering'  on  the 
turns  as  the  planes  raced  around.  The  timers  were  locatedlat  the  first  pylon, 
and  as  each  lap  was  completed  they  phoned  information  as  to  who  was  leading  to 
the  Operations  Office,  where  the  news  was  chalked  up  on  a bladcboard  in  full 
view  of  the  crowd. 

Lieut,  Mayhue  led  from  the  first,  but  was  closely  followed  by  Lieut.  Eric 
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Danielson  and  Lieut.  Richard  A.  Morehouse,  who  finished  in  .second  and  third 
places,  respectively.  Lieut.  Danielson  had  an  average  S'peed  of  141.25  m.r).h, , 
and  Li  eut . Mo  r ehous  e , 140 . 9 m . p . h . 

As  the  race  came  to  a close,  an  Attack  plane  swooned  down  on  the  field, 
dropping  tv/o  parachutes  in  simulation  of  a parachute  jump  , As  the  duimiiies  hit 
the  ground,  another  Attack  plane  x'aced  across  the  field  laying  a smoke  screen 
through  which  it  later  dove  in  a demonstration  of  the  use  of  smoke  screens  for 
Attack  aviation.  Thus  the  fourth  annual  Trophy  Race  came  to  a close.  Ideal 
weather  conditions  and  careful  planning  hy  those  in  charge  enabled  the  citizens 
of  Galveston  and  the  surroundii^ig  towns  to  view  the  most  instructive  air  meet 
ever  held  in  this  part  of  the  southwest. 

The  ground  exhibit  v/as  given  again  this  year  and  duplicated  its  success  of 
1930  in  creating  intei'est  among  those  unfamiliar  with  planes  and  motors  and  the 
equipment  needed  to  keep  a modern  war  plane  in  the  air. 

Qhe  awards  for  the  winners  of  the  first  three  places  were  presented  the 
same  evening  at  a dinner  dance  given  by  the  officers  of  the  Tnird  Attack  G-roui}, 

To  Lieut.  ^'laylme  went  the  honor  of  having  his  name  engraved  on  the  bronze  plaque 
which  represents  the  Patrick  Trophy.  ' In  addition,  he  received  an  award  from  the 
Houston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  lia.jor  Deveruort  Johnson,  who  made  the  award  to 
Lieut.  Mayhue,  also  presented  honors  from  the  Houston  Chamber  of  Commerce  to 
Lieut,  Danielson , who  took  second  place.  The  Galveston  Cup,  offered  a year  ago 
by  the  Galveston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  was  awarded  to  2nd  Lieut.  Robert  K. Taylor, 
who  was  adjudged  as  being  the  officer  of  the  Third  Attack  Group  who  had  iDer- 
formed  the  most  outstanding  e.cliievement  of  the  year. 

oOo 

IIDjIAIIA.  NATIOm  GUARD  AIRMEH  USLT.  ESTAH.ISHED. 

The  113th  Observation  Squadron,  Indiana  llational  G.mrd,  is  now  located  in 
their  new  and  modem  qxiarters,  including  the  fine  brick  hangar  and  two  stucco 
buildings  formerly  owned  by  the  Curtiss-Uriigcht  Co.  Every  section  of  the  Squad- 
ron now  has  appropriate  quarters  in  wlricli  to  carry  on  their  practical  work  each 
Monday  night  daring  the  drill  period,  and  on  Si-inday  morning  in  connection  with 
the  regular  military  operations.  The  special  sections  include  Flights  A and  B, 
Headquarters,  Communications,  Photographic,  Engineers,  Armamient,  Supply, Medical 
and  Transportation. 

Under  the  guidance  and  leadership  of  ^fejor  Richard  F,  Taylor,  the  Squadron 
now  takes  its  place  among  the  top  notchers  in  Guard  outfits  in  personnel,  equip- 
ment and  morale,  and  they  stand  in  readiness  at  all  times  to  ba.ck  their  city, 
State  and  Federal  governments  in  any  emergency  which  might  arise. 

Tl'ie  personnel  is  on  active  duty  twice  each  week  - in  the  regular  drill  on 
Monday  nights  and' the  Sunday  morning  mdssions.  Each  Sunday  the  Squ.adron  receives 
practice  in  formation  flying,  bombing,  camera  gun,  radio  communica.tion,  panel 
reading,  simulated  artillery  adjustment  , and  photo g raphy.  Tb.e  Squadron  is  no 
longer  handicapped  bj?-  miscellanecus  and  commercial  flying  on  the  field,  for  with 
the  opening  of  the  new  man;  cipal  airport  sevsra.l  miles  farther  west , Stout  Field 
now  becomes  a military  field  entirely,  wixidi  greatly  facilitates  the  training 
program. 

An  invitation  is  extended  to  all  milit3.ry  flyers  to  visit  the  home  of  the 
113th  at  Stout  Field,  for  they  are  aixsious  to  repay  the  splendid  hospitality 
which  they  have  received  at  other  fields,  and  to  become  acquainted  with  all  those 
whom  they  have  never  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting. 

Tlie  newest  equipment  of  the  Squadron  is  the  0-33  Douglas  biplane,  powered 
by  a Pratt  & V,hitney  air-cooled  radial  525  h.p.  motor.  The  cruising  S]peed  is 
about  115  miles  per  hour,  and  this  type  of  plane  has  a very  rapid  climb, 

— oOo — - 

A MUDDY  TI!1S  WAS  HAD  BY  1.LL 

Lieut.  R.P.  O'Keefe,  of  the  49 th  Bombardment  Squadron,  Langley  Field,  Va. , 
led  a three-ship  formation  into  a,  nearby  Deportment  "of  Cotmnerco  Emergency  Loudlng 
Field  for  practice  in  formation  maneuvering  in  smoJ.l  and  strange  fields.  Immedi- 
ately after  executing  a successful  landing,  the  formation  learned  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  places  a sinail  red  flag  on  the  beacon  tower  wiien  fields  are 
^ddy.  The  formation  maneuvering  proceeded  - aided  'by  interested  and  sympathetic 
farmers  from  the  surrounding  countryside,  their  tractors  and  teams.  The  forma- 
tion returned  to  Langley  Field  in  time  for  a bath  and  for  supixer. 
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THE  WORK  OE  THE  AIR  CORPS  DURING  THE  PAST  YEAR 


Iktracts  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Air  Corps  (Major-General  James  E,  Pechet) 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  Fiscal  Year  ending 
June  30,  1931. 


PERSONNEL 


Commissioned  Personnel: 


The  commissioned  strength  of  the  Air  Corps 
shows  a net  gain  of  thirty-three  officers  during 
compared  to  the  gain  of  one  hundred  twenty-three  offi- 
cers during  the  Fiscal  Year  1930.  This  small  increase  in  officer  strength  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  none  of  the  two  hundred  and  three  remaining  vacancies, 
authorized  by  the  Air  Corps  Act,  were  made  available  for  the  appointment  of 
qualified  candidates  from  civil  life.  The  failure  to  provide  these  vacancies 
will  preclude  a satisfactory  realization  of  the  final  increment  of  the  Five- 
Year  Program, 

To  understand  fully  the  effect  of  this  failure  to  the  program,  it  is  be- 
lieved imx^ortant  at  this  time  to  review  briefly  the  background  connected  with 
this  iphase.  On  June  .30,  1926,  just  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  Air  Corps  Act 
on  JtG.y  2,  1926,  there  were  ei^t  hundred  eighty-four  Regular  Army  officers 
commissioned  in  the  Air  Corps,  There  are  now  one  thousand  two  hundred  thirty- 
six  Regular  Army  officers  commissioned  in  the  Air  Corps.  On  June  30,  1926,  the 
strength  allotted  the  Air  Corps  by  the  War  Dex)artment  was  one  thousand  two 
hundred  forty-seven  officers.  The  Act  of  July  2,  1926,  increased  the  number  of 
promotion  list  officers  by  four  hundred  and  three  second  lieutenants,  increasing 
the  then  allotted  strength  of  the  Air  Corps  by  this  number,  distributed  in  grades 
from  colonel  to  second  lieutenant,  inclusive,  making  the  total  authorized 
strength  of  the  Air  Corps  at  the  end  of  the  Five-Year  Program  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  fifty  officers. 

The  National  Defense  Act  gives  the  Secretary  of  War  authority  to  vary  the 
allotment  to  any  Arm  by  thirty  percent  of  commissioned  ^personnel.  Since  the 
passage  of  the  Act  of  July  2,  1926,  however,  there  have  been  restrictions  in  the 
appropriation  acts  with  reference  to  the  mnnber  of  Regular  officers  that  may  be 
maintained  in  the  Army;  and  the  result  of  these  restrictions  has  been  that  a 
limitation  has  been  necessary  on  the  number  of  officers  who  might  be  given 
original  axroointraent  in  the  Air  Corps,  in  order  that  the  limitation  on  the  number 
of  Regular  officers  in  the  Array  mi^t  not  be  exceeded. 

As  a result  of  operations,  under  these  provisions  of  law,  three  hundred 
seventy-eight  were  secured  by  original  appointment  (that  is,  not  graduates  of 
the  United  States  Military  Academy)  and  one  hundred  eighty-one  by  transfer  (in- 
cluding graduates  of  West  Point),  from  which  must  be  subtracted  two  hundred  and 
seven  losses  during  the  period,  resulting  in  a net  increase  of  three  hundred 
fifty- two  officers. 

At  the  present  time,  the  limitation  on  the  number  of  officers  who  may  be 
in  the  Regular  Army,  combined  with  the  desirability  of  providing  vacancies  for 
all  those  graduating  from  the  Military  Academy,  operate  to  prevent  the  Air 
Corps  commissioning  as  second  lieutenants  in  the  Regular  Army  any  cadets  graduat- 
ing from  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center.  Very  few  officers  ai’e  offering  to 
transfer  from  other  arms  to  the  Air  Corps.  OJily  eighty-seven  graduates  of  the 
Military  Academy,  who  were  physically  qualified,  applied  for  flying  training 
from  the  1931  graduating  class,  and  it  is  t>roba,ble  that  not  more  than  fifty  of 
these  will  successfully  complete  their  flying  training. 

It  is  becoming  apparent  that  the  Air  Corps  may  expect,  during  the  next 
five  years,  to  increase  the  number  of  Regular  Army  officers  commissioned  in  the 
Air  Corps  to  only  about  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  officers.  This 
expectation  is  based  upon  an  estimate  of  losses  not  to  exceed  thirty  per  year, 
transfers  from  other  Arms  equalling  twenty  per  year,  and  West  Point  graduates 
successfully  completing  the  flying  course  in  the  number  of  about  fifty  per 
year. 
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Enlisted  Pilots; 


. A slight  increase  occurred-  in  the  miuher  of  enlisted  pilots  as  compared 
to  losses  in  prior  years « This  situation  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  fcCt  that  no 
vacancies  in  the  grade  of  second  lieutenant  were  available  in  the  Regular  Army  for 
graduates  of  the  Advanced  Schooly  and  also  the  existing  business  depression  and 
lack  of  .demand  for  pilots  in  civil  life.  At  the  present  time,  there  are  a total  of 
thirty-one  enlisted  -pilots  on  duty  at  the  various  Air  Corps  activities.  It  is 
expected  that  this  number  will  further  increase  in  the  fiscal  year  1952. 

Flying  Cadets ; 

The  average  num.ber  of  flying  cadets  on  duty  during  the  fiscal  year  1951 
v/as  three  hundred  thirty-five,  whereas  four  hundred  were  authorized. 

There  was  a decided  decrease  in  the  num,bor  of  applications  submitted 
and  the  number  of  examinations  authorized  during  the  year.  A total  of  two 
thousand  sixty-one  ap-plications  were  approved  out  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  sub- 
mitted. It  is  probable  that  the  decrease  was  due  to  the  uncertainty  of  early 
appointment,  limited  publicity  because  of  a large  qualified  list,  and  suspension 
of  examinations  for  appointment  in  the  Regular  Army. 

Qualified  candidates  were  avSsigned  to  school  for  training  during  the 
year  as  follov-ss 


Date  of  Class 

Brooks  Field 

March  Field 

Total 

July  1,  1950 

.114 

1,21 

235 

October  15,  1950 

80 

79 

159 

March  1,  1951 

120 

IM- 

244 

514 

524  . 

.638 

Of  the  total  number  assignc-d  to  school,  eighty-four  vrere  appointed  from 
enlisted  status,  one  hundred  sixty-five  i/ere  members  of  Kational, Guard  units,  and 
the  majority  of  those  remaining,  .college  graduates.  For  the  first  time  in  several 
years,  it  v/as  possible  to  assign  to  the  class  commencing,  in  March,  1951,  candidates 
in  lov/  priority  groups.  . 

A total  of  one  hundred  ninety-five  flying  :eadets.  .completed  training  during 
the  year,  were  commissioned  in.  the  PAr  Corps  'Re'sei've,  and  rated  as  Airplane  Pilots. 

There  .was  no  Lighter-than-Air  training  during  the.: 'year  and  applications 
therefor  could  not  be  given  considerati-6n. 

Reserve  Personnel; 

The  total  number  of  Reserve  officers  showed  an  increa.se  for  the  fiscal 
year,  due  to  tne  large  number  of  gra-duo.tes  from  tiic  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  and 
to  the  small  nu/ober  of  vacancies  authorized  for  the-  Regular  Army. 

These  officers  have  demonstrated  that  they  are,  in  pi'actically  o.ll  cases, 
most  deoirabae  material  for  commission  in  the  Ptegular  Army  and  it  is  regretted 
that  sufiic:ent  vacancies  are  not  available  to  bring  the  Air  Corps  conraissloned 
personn.el  to  the  number  contemplated' at  tliis  phase  of  thp  Five-Year  Program. 

Air]j.l.ane  Amb-glances  and  Evacuations  by  Airs 

During  the  lisca,!  yoc.r  i931  th-c  use  of  e.irplo.nes  in  transpor ting  patients 
was  doub,led  as  compc.i-ed  to  .1930.  The  feasioi  lit'e  of  this  mode  of  trxinsporting 
sick  and  injured  is  well ' established  and  for  th?wsimpli3  and  all-important  fact 
alone  that  lives  are 'saved  in  making  it  possible. for  a patient  to  receive  in  hours 
w'hat  former!}'  required  days,  tne  fufLi  benefj.t  of  speci-.^lists'  advice  and  treatm.ent, 
prompts  the  recommendation- that  action  be  taken  to  procure  additional  airplane 
ambulances. 

One  new  airplane  ambulance  '.as'  procured  by  the  Air  Corps  in  1951,  v/hich 
is-  usef'ul  from  one  regular  airdrome  to  -i.'.nothcr,  but  d’ue  to  i'bs  long  take-off  and 
lo-ng  .ia.nding  qualities,  it  is  not  suitable  for  Vvork  oui:  of  emerg-ency  fields  'ifnere 
most  crashes  occur. 
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Statistical  studies  of  aircraft  accidents  and  forced  landings  were  con- 
tinued and  important  data  and  comparative  figures  furnished  during  the  year  upon 
special  request  and  at  the  close  of  each  six  months  period.  There  has  been  a 
gratifying  reduction  in  accident  rates j both  fatal  and  non-fatal,  and  in  power 
plant  failure  rates.  The  distribution  to  every  pilot  of  Air  Corps  Information 
Circular  ho,  CSE,  "Statistical  Studies  of  Aircraft  Accidents  and  Forced  Landings", 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  undoubtedly  was  partly  responsible  for  the 
considerable  reduction  in  the  fatal  and  non-fatal  accidents  during  the  fiscal  year 
1931.  Studies  of  aircraft  accidents  and  forced  landings,  both  with  respect  to 
individual  pilot  proficiency  and  to  the  Air  Corps  as  a whole,  are  being  continued 
as  a part  of  that  function  of  the  Inspection  Division  which  is  endeavoring  to 
increase  safety  in  the  Air  Corps  without  sacrificing  tactical  efficiency, 

(See  accompanying  table) 

Air  Corps  Procurement  and  Industrial  Relations; 


•The  outstanding  accomplishment  of  the  past  year  in  procurement  and  indus- 
trial relations  has  been  the  speeding  up  of  procurement-  programs  so  that  the  bulk 
of  the  new'  airplanes  intended  for  the  use  of  the  Air  Corps  would  be  delivered 
vdthin  the  fiscal  year  for  which  appropriations  were  made.  Coincident  v/ith  this 
work  has  been  the  ¥/ork  of  coordination  with  the  industry,  particularly  ¥;ith  a view 
to  supporting  it  during  the  period  of  business  depression, 

1951  Air  Corps  Demonstrations  and  Command  and  Staff  Exercises s 


On  May  15,  1951,  the  First  Air  Division  (Provisional)  v/as  organized  at 
Fairfield,  Ohio.  This  Division  was  composed  of  392  officers,  69  flying  cadets,  643 
enlisted  men,  14  civilian  mechanics,  and  668  airplanes.  All  Kegular  Army  and  ' 

National  Guard  Air  Corps  Units,  except  one  Observation  squadron,  T;ere  assembled  in 
the  Division.  In  addition  there  were  eight  squadrons  composed  of  officers  and 
cadets  from  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

The  period  May  15th  to  May  19th  was  devoted  to  King  and  Division  practice 
formations.  During  the  period  May  20th  to  May  30th,  Dem.onstrations  and  Division 
Reviews  were  held  at  Chicago  and  along  the  Atlantic  Coast, 

While  these  exercises  did  not  involve  any  tactical  problems,  valuable 
information  was  obtained  about  the  handling  of  large  units  both  on  the  ground  and 
in  the  air,  about  the  supply  and  logistics  of  a large  mobile  air  force.,  and  about 
the  staff  requirements  for  an  air  division.  In  addition  these  exercises  were  of 
undoubted  value  by  stimulating  public  interest  in  both  commiercial  and  military 
aviation  and  jn  the  problems  of  National  Defense, 

Noteworthy  features  of  these  exercises  were;  During  the  mobilization, 
demobilization  and  operation  of  the  First  Air  Division,  each  State  in  the  Union 
v/as  flown  over 3 and  there  were  no  serious  accidents  nor  casualties. 

Aerial  Photography; 

During  the  Fiscal  Year  1931,  the  Air  Corps  made  vertical  aerial  photo- 
graphs of  approximately  19,400  square  miles  for  the  War  Department  and  various 
Federal  agencies.  The  photographs  made  for  the  Geological  Survey  v;ere  all  used 
for  topographic  mapping  purposes,  while  those  made  for  other  agencies  were  used 
for  various  purposes  including  flood  control,  beach  erosion,  building  planning, 
etc , 

The  major  portion  of  this  work  v-as  accomplished  for  the  following-named 
Government  Department's  and  Bureaus; 

War  Department  - 3,900  square  miles. 

Geological  Survey  - 14,449  square  miles. 

Coast  & Geodetic  Survey  - 1,070  square  miles. 

In  addition  to  the  abox^e  the  Air  Corps  has  undertaken  the  making  of 
aerial  photographs  of  approximately  20,800  square  miles  for  the  Geological  Survey 
during  the  calendar  year  1931.  These  projects  are  located  in  Michigan,  Maine, 

New  Hampshire,  Pennsylvania  and  Montana,  Work  has  been  begun  on  these  projects 
and  it  is  contemplated  finishing  practically  all  of  them  during  the  present 
calendar  year.  7-6214,  A.C. 


During  the  Air  Corps  Field  Exercises,  held  during  May,  1951,  a special 
photographic  airplane  was  equipped  as  a flying  laboratory,  containing  tvo  dark 
rooms  Vv'ith  the  necessai’y  utensils  and  equipment  for  developing  negatives  and  making 
photographic  prints  in  the  air,  also  quick  work  equipment  and  facilities  for 
laying  down  photographic  mosaics.  This  airplane  attracted  a great  deal  of  atten- 
tion during  the  Exercises  and  elicited  much  favorable  comment. 

An  improved  aerial  film  has  I'ecently  been  developed , v/ith  v/hich  it  is 
possible  bo  take  photographs  at  sunrise  and  sunset.  This  film,  when  used  with 
heavy  ray  filters,  is  approximately  three  times  as  fast  as  the  film  previously 
used.  The  cost  of  this  film  is  also  less  and- its’  keeping  equalities  are  better. 

A nev:  5-lens  camera,  designated  T-SAq’ ■ which  has  been  under  development 
for  some  time,  has  recently  been  finished  and  tested.  The  oblique  lenses  of  this 
camera  are  set  at  140°  total  included  angle,  wh.il.e  the  former  miiltiple  lens  in  use 
had  an  angle  of  120°.  J'rom  an  altitude  of  15,000  feet  one  exposure  will  cover  a 
vhidth  of  15.3  miles  and  include  126.4  square  miles.  In  conjunction  with  the 
aerocartc graph,  this  camera  has  already  been  used  successfully  to  produce  contour 
maps. 

National  Guard; 


The  Nationa.1  Guard  Aviation  units  made  commendable  progress  in  their 
training  during  the  past  year.  Tboliigh  degree  of  training  of  these  units  v^as 
full;/  demonstrated  by  their,  ability  to  effectively  participate  in  the  1931  A.ir 
Oorps  Maneuvers.  Due  to  the  new-  principles  to  be  follow^ed  in  the  assignment  of 
Air  Oorps  troops  to  higher  tactical  organizations,  it  is  believed  that  the  time 
has  arrived  to  give  serious  consideration  to  the  feasibility  of  converting  some 
of  the  observation  squadrons  of  the  Natronal  Guard  to  Air  force  units.  All  present 
National  Guard  units  are  organized  as  observation  squadrons.  It  is  believed  that 
in  event  of  an  emergency  there  will  be  a greater  need  of,  and  less  time  to  train 
and  equip  Air  Force  Units,  than  Observation  Units.  Air  Force  units  can  be 
developed  and  trained  under  National  Guard  methods  of  braining,  whereas  this  is 
not  practicable  under  Air  Corps  organized  reserve . tra idling  methods.  The  efficient 
training  of  Air  Force  units  requires  a system  of  regmlar  and  continuous  unit 
flying  training.  This  is  necessary  to  develop  coordination  and  team  work,  which 
are  absolutely  indispensable  in  the.  successfu.1  operations  of  Air  Force  units. 

Such  a scheme  of  training,  or  a schema  any..’here  approximating  it,  is  impossible 
under  present  appropriations  available  for  equipment,  personnel,  and  flying  hours 
for  Air  Corps  Reserves. 


Airplane  Development  and.  Research; 


Refinement  of  the  airplane  structure  and  major  parts  has  necessitated 
much  study  and  test  installation  of  wings,  engine  mounts,  landing  gear,s,  brakes, 
v;heels,  cockpit  arrangements,  instrument  boards  and  other  equipment  in  an  attempt 
to  improve  present  designs  and  develop  new. 

Studies  were  made  of  the  crash  strength  of  airplane  cockpits,  the  com- 
parative merits  of  high  and  low  wing  monoplanes,  and  the  alteration  of  cabin 
transports  to  handle  the  transportation  of  standard  service  engines  as  freight. 

In  aerodynamics  a method  v.-as  found  for  visualizing  airflow  over  air- 
plane models,  the  airflow  being  photographically  recorded  by  slov;  motion  pictures 
for  futtire  study  and  observation. 

Propeller  development,  though  handicapped  by  replacements  in  the  only 
completed  best  rig  and  the  construction  of  the  two'  remaining  test  rigs  for  the 
propeller  testing  laboratory,  brought  about  the  establishment  of  a fa.iiily  or 
standardized  detachable  blade  aluminum  alloy  propellers,  some  designs  of  which  are 
ready  for  procurement. 

. Progress  Y/ith  magnesium  propellers  has  been  slow  because  of  the  inability 
of  the  material  to  vdthstand  whirl  tests. 


Tvvo  types  of  hollo’w  steel  blade  propellers  have  been  evolved,  the 
v/elded  type  and  the  pressed  tubular  type.  The  welded  or  Dicks  b.lade  has  reached 
service  test  status,  whereas  development  of  the  pressed  tubular  type  is  still 
experimental.  Uhen  nitrided  the  steel  blade  has  been  found  to  be  impervious  to 

erosion  in  water  spray. 
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Ilie  development  of  controllalDle  propellers  has  "been  deterred  hy  the  slow 
-progress  made  with  magnesium  and  hollow  steel  blades.  In  designs  vdiere  this 
type  of  -propeller  is  needed,  the  use  of  aluminum  alloy  hecoraes  prohibitive  be- 
ca-ase  of  the  excessive  weight  this  material  required  to  obtain  s’officient 
stre-ngth.  In  this  field  several  commercial  concerns  submitted  controllable  pro- 
ipellers,  some  of  which  employed  either  electrical  or  hydraulic  means  of  control- 
king  the  blade  a-ngle.  Development,  ho-VTever,  is  still  hi^ly  experimental. 

Two  commercial  designs  of  autome^tic  propellers  were  also  submitted  for 
test.  In  one  design  which  has  passed  100  hours  of  flight  testing  by  the  manu- 
facturer, the  change  of  -pitch  of  the  blades  is  effected  by  the  change  of  thrust, 
increasing  thrust  resulting  in  decreasing  angles,  and  vice  versa.  | 

During  the  year,  97  static  and  dynamic  tests  were  com-pleted  on  various  types 
of  air-planes  and  structures.  A total  of  68  stress  analyses  were  also  required 
in  connection  with  contract  air-planes. 

Structural  research  was  devoted  largely  to  -problems  of  quantity  production  ' 
and  to  the  develo-pment  of  structures  immune  to  climatic  conditions.  I'n  this  con- 
nection there  was  developed  a'nd  fabricated  a single  v/eb  shell  t^pe  cantilever 
wing  of  s-pot~ welded  stainless  steel  construction.  This  type  of  construction  can 
be  easily  fabricated  a'nd  a-ppears  to  merit  further  intensive  development. 

Dor  deterAwining  actual  stresses  induced  in  complex  structures  under  static 
and  flight  test  conditions,  electric  telemeter  strain  gauges  have  been  employed. 
These  instruments  -proved  of  estimable  value  in  checking  theoretical  conrmtations  i 
and  in  exploring  stresses  in  the  metal  skin  of  wing  and  fuselage  structures. 

Lighter- than-Air:  ! 

In  this  field  of  aeronautics , engineering  development  embrsxed  three  major 
projects;  The  alteration  of  the  T-3  airshi-p  envelope  to  accommodate  internal 
suspension  of  the  enclosed  car;  the  design  of  the  C-4  observation  balloon  for  i 
increasing  altitude  and  stability;  and  the  service  test  of  the  A-6  hydraulic 
balloon  winch  v/hich  a-ffords  a -oractically  unlimited  range  of  speed  and  instantane- 
ous change  of  direction  in  reeling  the  balloon  cable. 

In  connection  with  balloon- t >-ground  coramunicat ion,  a s-pecial  clamp  has  been 
desigied  which  obviates  the  'use  of  s'plices  in  the  cable  of  observation  balloons, 
carrying  a tele-phone  core. 

Contrary  to  po-pular  belief,  the  use  of  helium  in  balloons  in  -place  of  hydro- 
gen has  been  found,  u'pon  preliminary  investigation,  to  be  more  economical.  Fur- 
ther study  contemplates  the  disuse  of  hydrogen  altogether. 

A scheme  for  solidification  of  helium  has  been  presented  to  the  Bureau  of 
Mines  for  further  investigation  as  to  its  application  as  a lifting  medium, 

oOo 

AhD  HIS  VffilSKSftS  ARE  STILL  GBOUJIHG 

A representative  of  the  Shell  Oil  Com-pany  in  San  Francisco, . Calif . , in  a 
communication  to  the  Information  Division, " states  tiiat  a place  of  real  interest 
out  his  way  is  at  Grass  Valley,  up  in  the  Sierra's,  ivhere  there  is  an  airqDort, 
the  first  one  built  in  California  way  back  in  1907.  He  goes  on  to  say  that  Old 
Charlie  Gilmore,  who  owns  the  place,  designed  and  built  two  shfps  that  same 
year,  and  also  started  a beard  growing  with  the  intention  of  shaving  it  off  when 
the  ships  flew.  Well,  he  still  has  it.  Both  shi-ps  h.ave  bat  type  wings. 

Actually,  though,  his  designs  were  quite  advanced  at  the  time.  Tlie  large 
ship  has  a four-cylinder  engine  of  that  date  and  swings  an  18-foot  prop.  Tne 
fuselage  is  rounded  like  a Lockheed  and  it  is  a closed  cabin.  In  fact,  it  is 
very  similar  to  a Lockheed,  -pilot  and  seats  behind  the  engine,  although  very 
heavy  built.  There  are  also  two  landing  gears,  one  being  a small  one  in  back 
in  lieu  of  a tail  skid.  OSiere  are  light  struts  from  the  wing  to  the  fuselage  on 
each  side,  reversed  from  general  practice,  "When  I remarked  about  this,"  con- 
tinues our  Corres'pondent , "Gilmore  said  if  he  could  get  it  in  the  air  it  would 
be ^ fifty  miles  an  hour  faster  than  our  LocMieed,-  that*s  what  I call  plenty  of 
faith.  The  fabric  is  the  old  original  and  slowly  going  to  -pieces. 

The  other  job  is  a cabin  also,  the  fuselage  two  -place,  very  much  like  a 
Curtiss  Robin,  the  v/ings  bat  tyqoe.  At  that  time  most  designers  were  still  qmtting 
the  pilot  out  in  the  open  on  pusher  bfolanes.  These  are  both  tractor  cabin  mono- 
planes, which  show  considerable  foresight.  They  ought  to  be  in  a imseum,  but  he 
could  not  be  persuaded  to  part  with  them.  This  airnort  is  rarely  visited,  and 
very  few  can  gain  access  to  this  antique  hangar,  and  very  little  is  knoivn  of  them." 
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WRICHT  nSLD  COLD  TEST  CHAMBER  ULDERGOES  ALTEHATIOHS 


IXiring  the  past  simmier  months,  long  memorahle  for  their  heat,  the  difference 
in  temperature  between  the  laboratory  and  the  cold-test  chamber  ms  sometimes,  as 
great  as  125  degrees,  Even  to  a stcnat-hearted  and  ambitious  engineer,  Wright 
Eield  physicians  judged,  such  drastic  and  sudden  change  in  body  temperature  of- 
fered decided  elements  of  danger.  As  a result,  an  antechamber  of  plain  boarding, 
to  be  covered  with  insulating  material  inside  and  out  and  fitted  with  refrigera- 
tor doors,  ?;ith  a.  floor  space  approximately  4 x 12  feet,  is  being  erected  leading 
into  the  cold  chamber  in  which  the  engineer  about  to  mahe  a cold  chamber  test  ma^ 
cool  his  heels,  so  to  speak,  grad-’oally,  instead  of  entering  directly  from  room 
temperature  into  below  zero  temperatures,  ho  special  arrangements  will  be  needed 
to  oondition  the  temperature  of  this  room.  Merely  the  opening  of  the  cold  cham- 
ber door  v/ill  establish  a x^^reliminary  cold  temperature  sufficient  to  lessen  the 
drastic  body  change  otherv'ise  experienced. 

Cold-chamber  tests  have  been  discontinued  until  the  completion  of  this  ante- 
room. 

— oOo — 

CLEVER  WORK  IN  B/5LL00NINC 

A mique  free  balloon  flight,  in  which  the  landing  was  made  within  2(30 
yards  of  the  talce-off , was  made  by  Captains  M.E,  McHugo  and  Grin  J.  Bushey,  Air 
Corps,  at  Scott  Field,  111. , on  Noveraber  6th.  Tlie  talie-off  was  made  at  about 
7*30  a.m. , with  a light  surface  v/ind  from  the  east.  After  traveling  about  10  ■ 
miles  toward  St.  Louis,  the  pilots  sent  the  balloon  up  to  an  altitude  of  about'; 
4,000  feet,  where  a northwesterly  wind  took  them  to 'about  15  miles  southeast  of 
the  field.  Val^dng  gas,  the  balloon  was  brouc^t  lower  into  a southeast  wind, 
and  this  brcaight  the  55,000  cubic  foot  bag  back  to  the  field.  The  time  of  the, 
flight  was  exactly  two  hours,  and  the  pilocs  were  acconrpanied  by  Corporals 
Chapman  and  i’owler, 

oOo 

PILOT  LANDS  KJRNING  AIRPIAdlS  IN  NOTHING  FUiT 

Lieut.  E.H.  Bobbitt,  Air  Corps  Reserve,  one  of  the  newly  arrived  officers, 
attached  to  the  5Sth  pursuit  Squadron  at  Self  ridge  Field,  Mich, , brought  his 
P-6  back  into  Solfridge  Field  recently  with  a great  deal  more  haste  than  usual- 
ly characterizes  the  lano-ings  of  new  graduates  of  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center, 
Sliortly  following  his  take  off,  and  while  attempting  a slow  roll  at  about  4,000 
feet,  his  carboi'etor  flooded  and  the  side  of  the  ship  burst  into  flames. 

Evidently,  an  initiation  into  the  Caterpillar  Club  did  not  appeal  to  Lieut. 
Bobbitt,  for  he  didn*t  jiunp.  He  did  get  his  plane  down  before  either  of  the 
wings  had  burnt  off.  According  to  observers  on  the  graond  and  in  the  air, 
however,  he  really  did  not  give  the  fire  a chance,  for  the  speed  with  which  he' 
got  his  fiery  chariot  back  on  terra,  firiaa,  ms  a levelation  to  all.  Even  the 
mant-facturers.  ' might  be  interested  in  having  the  exa.ct  figures  on  the  time  it 
took  him  to  descend  fi-om  the  aforesaid  altitude  and  empty  the  pilot’s  cockpit. 

— -oOo — — 


EDEGIRICALLY  HEATED  GLOVES 

The  first  pair  of  a new  type  of  electrically  heated  gloves  has  recently 
been  sent  out  by  the  Ifeteriel  Division,  Wright  Field,  for  service  test.  The 
glove  is  made  on  a tlinmb  and  one-finger  pattern  of  green  pool-table  wool  cloth, 
tnis  material  being  selected  becaiise  of  its  lightness  in  weight  and  fineness 
of  texture.  The  cuff  is  of  lamb’s  wool.  The  General  Electric  heating  element 
used  consists  of  a length  of  resistance  wire  vulcanized  between  two  thin  layers 
of  ruDber.  Both  ends  of  the  wire  extend  from  one  end  of  the  l2«incli  rubber 
strip.  Four  of  tliese  heating  elements  are  sewed  between  the  lining  a,nd  outer 
cover  of  tne  glove;  one  o^’er  the  finger,  one  over  the  thumb,  and  two  over  the 
mitten  part,  A switch  on  a panel  in  the  cockpit  switches  the  heat  on  or  off, 
Tne  glove  being  extremely  light  and  flexible," it  is  honed  that  it  may  prove 
practicable  and  suitable  for  high  altitude  work,  Es-oecially  v/ill  it  prove  val- 
uable for  p'?5ntographic. operations  should  its  tests  be  favorable. 
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CQA.CHIUG  Am  TRiUNING  ROR  PISTOL  COlvIPETITIONS  ^ 

By  Lieut.  J.  L.  Hitchings,  Air  Corps 
(The  final  article  of  this  series) 

YOUR  PIRST  DUTY  AS  A PISTOL  CGdCH  IS- -TO  GET  YOUR  IffilT  INTERESTED  III  SHOOTING. 
YOUR  SECOND  IS  TO  KEEP  THEM  INTERESTED.  YOUR  THIRD  IS  TO  TEACH  THEM  TO  SHOOT. 

The  order  dii  which  these  duties  are  listed  ia  their  order  of  importance,  too;un- 
less  you  acliieve  the  first  two,  you  will  not  he  able  to  achieve  the  last.  This 
applies  equally  to  instructing  enlisted  men  and  officers  with  the  service  auto- 
matic, and  to  'fcoaching  the  members  of  a,  club. 

To  become  a good  coach,  it  is  preferable  that  you  should  be  a good  shot. 

But  that  is  not  essential.  Iha.t  is  essential  is  tliat  you  should  become  familiar 
with  the  acceq^ted  doctrine  of  pistol  shooting.  If  you  are  one  of  a grou;p  of  un- 
initiates starting  a nev/  club,  and  if  you  are  the  most  deeply  interested  member, 
and  are  elected  Governor  or  Coach,  you  can  learn  as  you  go  along.  All, you  have 
to  do  to  perform  your  duties  ^7ell  is  to  keep  up  interest,  keep  learning,  and 
keep  your  members  learning  with  you. 

A prime  requisite  in  coaching  is  tact,  DonH  force  advice  dov,n  the  members’ 

throats  officiously.  TRY  TO  JailE-THE  MEMBERS  WANT  TO  COI-AE  TO  YOU  FOR  ADVICE  AND 

tallc  over  their  faults  with  you  affably. 

THE  FIRST  RULE  OF  TRAINING  IN  PISTOL  WORK  IS  REGULARITY.  Standardize  every- 
thing. Teach  your  men  the  proper  position,  breathing,  grip,  sight-alignment , hold 
and  squeeze,  end  advise  them  to  execute  each  step  in  getting  off  a shot  in  exact- 
ly the  same  '.vay.  Then  leave  them  alone  for  a while,  and  let  them  vrork  out  their 

OTO  solution.  To  be  sure,  they  v;ill  Imve  to  do  a little  experimenting  to  deter- 
mine how  to  apply  the  principles;  but  teach  them  to  work  toward  standardization. 

In  that  way  only  will  they  succeed  in  getting  good  groups  which  are  nothing, when 

you  come  to  thiiik  of  it,  but  small  collections  cf  unifori;:,  standardized  shots. 
Encourage,  especially  before  a match,  regular  habits  and  hours. 

There  is  one  glaring  exception  to  this.  I kiiow  that  this  is  contrary  to  the 

old  slogan  - "DonH  change  your  habits  just  before  a match,"  but,  nevertheless,  I 

am  finiUy  convinced  tliat  SMOKING  JUST  BEjj'ORE  OR  DURING  SHOOTING  IS  ALYfAYS  DETRI- 
MENTAL TO  THE  SCORE.  I have  seen  this  dictum  \7ork  oiit  too  often  to  doubt  it. 

Keen  your  outfit  on  the  beaten  track.  DON'T  ENCOURAGE  MSiT  TO  DEVELOP  THEIR 
OWN  IDEAS  ENTIL  THEY  KNOvY  WHAT  THEY  ARE  DOING.  Tiiere'  will  be  wlenty  of  time  for 
that  when  they  have  learned  the  game.  I’ll  never  forget  how  I showed  up  at  Camp 
•Perry  with  special  stocks  on  two  of  my  -pistols,  carved  to  fit  every  finger  of  my 
hand.  I was  going  to  startle  the  old  masters,  and  teach  them  something.  I doubt 
.whether  I taught  them  anything,  exce-pf  possibly  the  -qiersistence  of  human  error. 
But  I certainly  startled  them.;  they  nearly  died  laughing.  Finally,  Dr.  Calkins 
informed  me  sua-vely  that  my  idea  was  not  entirely  original,  being  a stage  through 
which  every  beginner  passes,  and  that  they  had  all  tried  the  same  thing.  Then 
Colonel  Jones  ex-plalned  to  me  that  it  was  hard  enough  to  train  the  second  finger, 
the  trigger  finger,  -che  thumb  and  the  palm  to  do  their  work  correctly;  but  that 
with  as  m.any  points  of  contact  as  I had  v/ith  fancy  sto.clcs,  training  the 
muscles  of  ray  hejid  would  be  the  work  of  a lifetime.  Tuen  suddenly  it  occurred 
to  me  that  -perliaps  the  people  who  had  been  making  the  favorite  target  pistols 
for  years  Imew  more  about  stocks  than  I did. 

Encourage  competition;  it  is  the  life  of  any  sport.  Arrange  sho'ulder  to 
shoulder  matches  with  any  clubs  nearby,  and  postal  matches  with  other  novice 
teams.  DonH  be  afraid  to  risk  your  reputations  until  you  get  them.  In  a match 
it  is  often  said  both  teams  are  the  gainers.  The  winners  gain  the  victory  and 
the  losers  gain  the  experience.  And  imtcn  experience,  I might  add, . is  both  ex- 
citing and  valuable. 

For  preliminary  training  for  the  sejcvice  automatic,  the  Balls  Eye  Target 
Pistol  obtainable  for  about  $3.00  from  the  Balls  Eye  Target  Pistol  Co.,  Rawlins, 
Wyom'ing,  is  an  excellent  device.  It  has  changed -many  a bolo  to  an  expert  in 
one  season. 

Physical  condition  is  always  important;'  and  in  match  work,  when  you  are 
shooting  under . pressure , it  is  especially  important.  In  training  for  important 
matches,  take  plenty  of  exercise  - but  not  just  before  the  match.  Cut  down  your 
smoking.  And  above  all,  make  sure  that  your  insides  are  functioning  freely.  This 
is  a homely  consideration,  but  is  -parai.iount  for  good  scores. 

If  you  are  seriously  interested  in  becoming  a good  shot,  keep  a diary  of 
.your  progress.'  In  it  enter  your  scores  for  the  day,  your  daily  averages,  if  de- 
sired, and  notes  as  to  position,  grip,  etc.  Such  a record,  I believe,  is  more 
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useful  than  the  type  of  score  hook  in  uhich  each  shot  is  recorded  on  a miniature 
target , 

Intelligent  analysis  of  faults  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  success  of 
any  target  shot,  and  is  the  chief  function  of  any  coach,  fflie  shooter  must  learn 
to  analyze  and  correct  the  faults  sliomi  by  his  own  targets;  the  coach  nTust  learm 
the  more  difficult  art  of  anal3?’zing  the  targets  of  others,  ilany  a target  shot 
has  reached  a mediocre  "peal:"  because  he  sto'-jped  analyzing.  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  a "pealc"  of  ability;  none  of  us  ever  develop  ourselves  to  the  limits  of 
our  inherent  cauacities. 


To  get  an  idea  of  the  progTess  which  may' be  ex-pected,  let  us  talce  the  prog- 
ress of  four  members  of  the  Chanute  yield  Pistol  Club,  none  of  wiiom  load  done  any 
previous  pistol  work  other  than  firing  the  Army  course.  On  an  average,  each 
fired  about  two  afternoons  or  evenings  a week  on  the  indoor  range.  Scores  given 
are  for  25  shots,  slow  fire,  on  the  Standard  Ar'.’.erican  20~yard  target  at  20  yards. 
To  compute  the  percentage  of  any  score,  multiply  it  by  four- tenths. 

Lieut.  A is  about  an  average  novice.  He  started  out  ouite  well,  with  a 186, 
and  has  progressed  evenly.  In  his  fourth  week,  he  jumped  into  the  200  class 
with  a 206.  In  his  seventh  week,  he  progressed  again  to  the  210  class  with  a 
214.  In  his  eleventh  v/eek  he  raised  his  high  score  another  point  to  215.  It  is 
&OW  his  sixteenth  week;  and  he  is  about  due  for  another  jump. 

Lieiit.  B started  off  with  a 179.  Por  several  weeks  he  knocked  off  clips, and 

decorated  the  light-guard.  In  his  fourth  week  he  succeeded  in  getting  up  to  a 

181.  Then  he  had  a slump;  and  his  high  scores  for  the  fifth  and  sixth  v/eeks  were, 

respectively,  a 164  and  a 177.  In  his  seventh  week,  he  jumped  up  to  a 221!  And 

in  his  twelfth  week,  he  broke  into  the  money  with  a 226. 

Lieut.  C started  out  with  a 174,  and  never  got  above  178  during  h: s first 
four  weeks.  In  his  fifth  week,  he  made  a 218  - another  illustration  of  the  fact 
that  a man's  first  jump  in  score  is  often  surprisingly  large.  In  his  eighth  week 
he  made  a 223,  and  in  his  twelfth  week  he  arrived  with  a 229. 

Lieut.  I)  is  the  best  novice  I have  ever  seen.  Previous  match  experience 
with  a rifle  helped  him;  but  his  work  is  still  exceptional.  He  made  a 207  in  his 
first  week.  In  his  second  week  he  slumped  to  a high  201.  In  his  third  week  he 
made  223,  and  in  his  fourth  T/eek,  he  slid  over  the  90  percent  mark  with  a 226. 
Then  followed  eight  weeks  in  the  low  220’ s.  He  thought  he  had  reached  his  peak. 
In  his  thirteenth  week,  he  went  doim  to  a high  218.  Bit  in  his  fourteenth  week 
he  made  a 231.  If  he  keeps  at  it,  he  should  have  an  excellent  chance  of  repre- 
senting us,  some  day.  in  the  Internationals. 

All  four  men,  in  fact,  have  excellent  possibilities;  and,  as  may  be  seen 
from  the  records  of  Lieuts.  B and  C,  a poor  start  does  not  imply  a poor  finish. 

This  is  the  last  article  of  this  series.  Anyone  to  whom  they  have  been 
helpful,  who  wishes  a copy  of  them  -printed  in  -pam-phlet  form  and  illustrated  by 
-photogra-phs , should  write  the  Director  of  Armament,  Air  Corps  Technical  School, 
Chanute  Pield,  Rantoul , 111. 

TO  BECOHE  EITHER  A GOOD  SHOT  OR  A GOOD  COACH,  APPLY  THE  SPRINGFIELD 
DOCTRINE,  STANDARDIZE  AND  ANALYZE. 


- The  End  - 

Ed.  Note.  - The  News  Letter  is  greatly  indebted  to  Lieut.  Hitchings  for  his 
series  of  interesting  articles  on  -pistol  shooting.  That  these  articles  -proved 
useful  and  interesting  to  readers  of  the  News  Letter  is  attested  by  a number  of 
letters  received,  commendatory  in  nature,  requesting  -previous  issues  to  com-plete 
files.  As  Lieut.  Hitchings  suggests,  those  desiring  to  obtain  to  obtain  these 
articles,  in  -pamphlet  form,  should  write  to  the  Director  of  Armament , Chanute  Yield 

, oOo- — > 

RADIO  AND  NIGHT  FLYING 

Tae  49th  Bombardment  Squadron,  Langley  Field,  Ya. , inaugurated  a new  system 
of  control  for  night  airdrome  flying  recently.  The  system  of  zone-lights  former- 
ly used  on  this  field  was  an  imqprovised  -portable  outfit,  consisting  of  four  banks 
of  lights  which  could  be  -placed  about  50  feet  a-oart  on  the  flying  field  and  oper- 
ated by  a switchboard  near  the  lights.  The  disadvantage  of  this  old  system  was 
thiat  the  operations  Officer  lost  all  control  of  the  ships  at  all  times  exce-pt 
when  they  were  directly  over  the  field,  in  a position  to  see  the  lights. 

The  new  system  is  the  use  of  two-way  radio  communication.  The  Opersitions 
Officer,^ out  on  the  landing  field,  throu^i  a remote  controlled  radio  transmitter, 
talked  directly  to  the  -pilot,  and  the  pilot's  re-ply  was  heard  on  a loud  s-peaker, 
-placed  near  the  Ope -x-at ions  Officer's  control  stand.  Oi’diriary  night  -'practice  in 
night  landings  was  found  to  -proceed  three  -times  as  ra-pidly  as  when  using  the  old 
system  of  lights. 
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ORGMlZi-TIOKS  OF  TIIF  ARMY  AIR  COIIPS 

The  follovdni^-  is  a list  of  Groups,  Scfuadrons,  Balloon  Companies  and  Photo 
Sections  of  the  Air  Corps,  with  their  corama-ndins  officers,  according  to  the 
latest  report  received  in  the  Inforroation  Division,  A Brief  description  of  the 
squadron  insignia  is  given  where  suchhas  Been  approved.  A number  of  these  or- 
ganizations are  newly  organised,  and  no  insignia  has  Been  drawn  uo  and  approved 
By  the  War  Department,  as  yet.  Ho  attempt  has  Been  mde  to  describe  Group 
coats-of~arrns , owing  to  their  intricacy  and  the  difficulty  of  describing  them 
in  Brief. 

Some  of  the  organizations,  while  on  an  “active  status,"  have  been  organiz- 
ed so  recently  that  they  are  hardly  on  an  operating  basis,  but  are  more  or  less 
"paper"  organizations  until  they  receive  personnel  and  airplanes  with  which  to 
carry  on. 


Designation 

1st  Par  suit 

2nd  Bombardment 

3rd  Attack 

4th  Composite 

5th  Cora- jo site 

6th  Composite 

7th  Bombardment 

8th  Pursuit  (Hqrs.only) 

9th  Observation 

12th  Observation 

17th  Pursuit 

ISth  Parsuit 

20th  Pursuit 

21st  Airship 


Ho . Station 
1st  Mirchel  Field,  H.Y. 
2nd»  Hichols  Field,  P.I, 
4th  L-olco  Field,  T.H. 

5th  llitchel  Field,  H.Y. 
7th  France  Field,  C.Z. 
12th  Brooks  Field,  Texas 
15th  Scott  Field,  111. 
16th  Broken  into  flints 
22nd  Brooks  Field,  Texas 
44th  France  Field,  C.Z. 
50th  Luke  Field,  T.H. 
88th  Brooks  Field, Texas. 
91st  dCrissy  Field, Calif, 
99th  Mitchel  Field,  H.Y, 


3rd  Clark  Field,  P.I. 

6th  Hieeler  Field,  T.H . 
17th  Self  ridge  Field,  Klich, 
19th  I'fheeler  Field,  T.H. 
24th  France  Field,  C.Z. 
27th  Selfridge  Field 
34th  Jferch  Field,  Calif. 
36th  Selfridge  Field 
55th  Ivfekher  Field,  Calif. 
73rd  March  Field,  Calif. 
77th  Mather  Field, Calif. 
78th  France  Field,  C.Z. 
94th  Self ridge  Field, Mich 
95th  1/Iarch  Field,  Calif. 


GROUPS 

Field 

Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 
Langley  Field,  Va. 

Fort  Or 0 eke 1 1 , Te:cas . 
Hichols  Field,  P.I. 

Lvdze  Field,  T.H. 

France  Field,  C.Z. 

J&irch  Field,  Calif. 

Langley  Held,  Va. 

Mitchel  Field,  H.Y. 

Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

I'jiarch  Field,  Calif. 
Schofield  Barracks,  T.H. 
Mather  Field,  Calif, 

Scott  Field,  111. 

oQpADROITS 
Observation 
Ccmivanding  Officer 
1st  Lt.  j.M.  McOulioch 
Capt.  R.L,  Maugl'ian 
1st  Lt . D . D .Fi t z Ge raid 
1st  Lt . E.J. Carpenter 
Capt.  E.H.  George 
Capt . H . S . Giuvely 
Capt . W .P . Haye  s 
(See  below) 

Capt.  H.H.  lomig 
Capt.  R.  D.  Knapp 
Capt.  U.G.  Jones 
Ca-o t . C . S . Shari'^:!  e 
Major  M.F,  Davus 
Capt.  F.W  . Evans 

Parsuit 

Capt.  A.  Hornsby 
1st  Lt . S .W. Towle , Jr, 
Capt,  R.G.  Hoyt 
Ca;  )t . A . C . S t r i ckl  and 
Capt . A . C . Kincaid 
Capt . R, C . W. Blessley 
Capt,  C.  Douglas 
©apt.  E,C.  TAliitehead 
1st  Lt.  C.E.  Crurarine 
1st  Lt.  E.C.  Minter 
1st  Lt.  H.M.  fittkop 
1st  L t . P . W . Timbe  r 1 ake 
1st  Lt*  H.A,  Johnson 
1st  Lt . C.E.  Doncan 
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Commanding  Officer 
Ifejor  G.E,  Brower 
Ivfeijor  H.A.  Dargue 
Major  Davenport  Johnson 
Major  J.  B.  Brooks 
Major  Afexwell  Kirby 
Major  L.G.  Heffernan 
Major  J.T.  McHarney 
Captain  G.L.  Usher 
Lt.-Col.  J .H.  Howard 
Major  Franlr  D.  Lackland 
Ivfctjor  Carl  Spatz 
Major  E-rnest  Clark 
Major  Clarence  L,  Tinker 
Lt.-Col.  J.A.  Paegelow 


Insi;gnia 

Cave  Mian 

Hep tune  on  Horse 

Starred  Cross 

Ord  in  the  Moon 

Sxvord  through  Grid  Gate 

I8e,gle  bearing  Artillery*  Shell 

Pigeon  on  Telescope 

Binoculars 

Comet 

Indian  with  far  Bonnet 
Square,  diagonally  divided 
Cowboy  on  Backing  Broncho 
ICioight  chasing  Devil 
Bison 


Dragon 

Skull  in  whirling  propeller. 

Arctic  Owl 

Gamecock 

Leaping  Tiger 

Diving  Hawk 

Flying  Fiehd 
Swastika  Cross 

Four  Sevens  and  Ace 

Indian  head 
Kicking  Male 
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No. 

8 th 
13th 
26th 
90th 


9 th 

nth 

20th 

23rd 

25th 

28th 

31st 

49th 

72rid 

96th 


57th 
58th 
59th 
60th 
61st 
62nd 
63rd 
64th 
65th 
66th 
67th 
68  th 
70th 
75th 
76th 
80th 


39  th 
40th 
41st 
42nd 
43rd 
46th 
47  th 
51st 
52nd 
53rd 
54th 

9th 

19th 

24th 


1st 

2nd 


1st 

2nd 

4th 
5th 
6th 
8 th 

nth 


Station 

Fort  Crockett , Texas 
Fort  Crockett,  Texas 
Schofield  Hcs.,  T.H. 
Fort  Crockett,  Texas 

ferch  Field,  Calif. 
lfe,rch  Field,  Calif. 
Laiiivdey  Field,  Va, 
Lulce  Field,  T.H. 
France  Field,  C.Z. 
Nichols  Field,  P.I. 
ilarch  Field,  Calif. 
Lahgle^  Field,  7a, 
Lulce  Field,  T.H, 
Langley  Field,  7a. 

Self ridge  Field, Mich, 
Brooks  Field,  Texas 
Langley  Field,  7a. 
Fort  Crockett, Texas 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 
Brooks  Field,  Texas 
France  Field,  C.Z. 
March  Field,  Ca.iif. 
Luhe  Field,  T.H. 
Niciiols  Field,  P.I. 
Randolph  Field, Texas 
Kelly  Field,  Texas 
March  Field,  Calif. 
Wheeler  Field,  T.H. 
Rockwell  Field, Calif, 
lather  Field,  Calif. 

Kelly  Field,  Texas 
Kelly  Field,  Texas 
Kelly  Field,  Te2C3.s 
Kelly  Field,  Texas 
Kell^^  Field,  Texas 
Randolph  Field, Texas 
Randolph  Field, Texas 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 
Brooks  Field,  Texas 
Randolph  Field,  Tejias 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 


Attack 

Commanding  Offi cer 

Capt'.  L.A.  Smith 
1st  Lt.  H.F.  Stearley 
1st  Lt.  N. F.  Twining 
Capt.  7irgll  Hine 
Bomhardment 
1st  Lt.  Y.A.  Pitts 
1st  Lt.  C.H.  Howard 
1st  Lt.  R.T.  Croneau 
1st  Lt.  J.W,  Warren 
Capt,  R.  N..  Ott 
Capt.  E.C.  Black 
Capt,  S.G.  Harper 
Capt.  E.L.  Snhank 
1st  Lt,  B.M.  Ramsay 
Capt,  J.P.  Richter 
Seir/icQ 

1st  Lt .H. T. McCormick 
Capt.  L.R.  Knight 
1st  Lt.  L.H.  Lunlax) 
Capt.  E.M.  Morris 
Capt.  A.S.  Simonin 
Capt.  R.  Baez,  Jr. 

Caot.  R.O.  Carroll 
Capt.  C.F.  Collar 
Capt.  J.F.  Powell 
Capt.  7.L.  Burge 
Major  L.’F.  Stone 
Capt . C . C . Nut  t 
Capt.  L.F.  Post 
1st  Lt  . G.P.  Tourtellot 
1st  Lt . R.K.  LeBrou 
Capt.  T.  Boland 
School 

Capt,  P.  Wainer 
Capt.  T.S.  7oss 
Capt.  C.W.  Ford 
Capt.  J.A.  Healey 
Capt.  L.N.  Eller 
Ca-pt.  L.L.  Koontz 
Capt.  ¥.  Miller 
Capt . F . E . Galloway 
Capt.  S.D.  Jones 
Capt,  J.B.  Patrick 
Is't  Lt.  H.H.  Mills 


Airship  Companies 

Scott  Field,  111.  1st  Lt  . E.J.  Bowling 
Langley  Field,  7a.  Ca.pt.  L.T.  Miller 
Service  Co.,  Scott  Fid.  Capt.  D.  Johnston 


Fort  Sill,  Okla. 
Fort  Bragg,  N.C, 

Brooks  Field,  Texas 
Langley  Field,  7a. 


Balloon  Conroanies  ■ 
Capt.  N,  Creighton 
Capt.  A. I.  Puryear 
Photo  Sections 
1st  Lt.  J.H.' Hicks 
1st  Lt.  J.G.  Pratt 


liaxwell  Field,  Ala, 
Scott  Field,  111. 
Manila , P.I. 

Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 
Luke  Field,  T.H. 


Capt,  D.S.  Seaton 
2nd  Lt.  E.F.  Woolard 
1st  Lt.  P.  P,  Hill 
2nd  Lt.  P.T,  Cullen 
2nd  Lt,  E.W.  Rawlings 


Insi.  gnla 
Eagle  and  Liberty  Bell 
Skeleton  with  Scythe 
A fist 
Red  Dice 


Searchlight  Beams. 

Jlggs  carrying  'bomh. 

Joe  Pineapple 
7olcano  erupting  bombs. 
Kce  cut  i oner 
Wliooping  Indian 

Wolf’s  liead 
Lightning  in  Clouds 
Devil  thumbing  nose 


Beaver 

Tah  gook  in  shield 
Duck  in  swamp 

liohkey  with  proip  on  palm  tree 


Bank  of  gears 
Winged  gear 


Crow  with  brick  and  telescope 
Bomb-bodied  bat  on  book 
Indian  with  bow  and  arrow 
Panther  crouching  over  torch 
Yellow  Jacket 


Lamp  and  Flame 


Camera  projected  through 
magnifying  glass. 

Three  stars  on  wedge 

Diamond  Head, T.H.  silhouetted 
on  camera  lens. 
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m. 

12th 

14th 

15th 

20th 

21st 

22nd 

23rd 


A 

B 

C 

D 

E 


Photo  Sections  (Continued) 
Station  Coiuiaianding:  Officer 

Eronice  Field,  C .Z . 1st  Lt.  A.Y.  Smith 
Mitchel  Field,  FM.  Capt.  W.H.  Taylor 
Crissy  Field,  Calif.  1st  Lt . E.B,  Bohzien 
Randolph  Field, Texas  2nd  Lt.  G.W,  Hansen 
Scott  Field,  111.  2nd  Lt.  W.A.  Fenander 

Kelly  Field,  Texas  1st  Lt. J.M.Fitzmaurice 
March  Field,  Calif.  1st  Lt.  D.G.  Stitt 


Insiignia 
Rising  srin  on  camera 
Camera  magazine  on  triangle 
Golden  Gate  in  view  finder 

Camera  and  Fleur- de-Lis  on 
wedge. 

Indian  head  on  tree 


Flights  - ISth  Ohs.  Squadron 


Langley  Field,  Va. 
Fort  Berming,  Ga. 
Fort  Bragg,  H.C. 
Fort  Riley,  Fans. 
Fort  Sill,  Okla. 


1st  Lt  . R.f.C.  Wimsatt 
1st  Lt . L.  Barnett  ■ 

1st  Lt.  P.E.  Slianse 
Cant.  R.F.  Cole 
Cant.  F.H.  Pritchard 


oOo 


MTHER  FIELD  PILOTS  FLY  HIGH 


The  ;)ilots  at  Ivlather  Field,  Mills,  Calif.,  liave  decided  tha.t,  while  the 
quality  of  California  sunshine  may  Justify  all  the  puhlicity  accorded  one. of  the 
most  famous  blessings  of  tliat  State,  the  warmth  that  it  should  bring  docs  not 
go  far  enough  - up.  This  decision  was  reached  after  the  tactical  squadrons  at 
that  station  made  a series  of  high  altitude  flights  for  the  testing  of  equip- 
ment and  training  of  pilots.  ' Equipped  w'ith  oxygen  apparatus  and  so  many  clothes 
that  they  Imd  to  be  lifted  into  tho  coclqpit  of  the  plane  by  the  i^ost  wrecking 
crane,  the  pilots  nursed  their  P-12  Pursuit  ships  to  altitudes  of  25,000  feet 
and  above,  finding  there  temperatures  of  35  degrees  belo\7  zero  and  lower.  To 
this  date,  the  flights  have  been  made  by  individual  ships  operating  alone,  but 
later  on  flight  and  squadron  formations  will  practice  unit  tactics  at  hi^a 
altitudes. 

oOo 

DOOLITTLE  EXPRESSES  THA1IK3 

"Upon  flying  over  the  field  at  Fort  Crockett,  I observed  the  truck  stand- 
ing by  Tvith  signs  of  intense  activity  a.ro'und  it.  It  made  me  feel  so  good  to 
see  ray  old  Array  friends  v/aiting  for  me  there  that  I darn  near  landed  in  spite 
of  having  plenty  of  gas  to  get  to  Conous." 

Txie  above  is  a letter  received  by  Major  Davenport  Johnson,  conmanding  the 
Third  Attack  Group,  from  Major  James  H.  Doolittle,  who  flew  over  Fort  Crockett 
on  his  flight  over  three  national  capitals.  Major  Doolittle,  a former  member 
of  the  90th  Attack  Squadron,  expressed  his  tlianks  for  the  way  the  Group  co- 
operated with  him  in  having  two  gas  trucks  and  a crew  in  readiness  in  case  he 
landed  at  Galveston  for  gas. 

The  flis^t  carried  him  over  the  capitals  of  three  countries  between  dawn 
and  dusk, 

oOo 


INSPECTOR  GEEER4L  VISITS  RA^IDOLPH  FIELD 

Ifejor-General  Hugh  A.  Drum,  Inspector  General,  U.S.  Army,  inspected 
Randolph  Field  on  November  6th,  and  expressed  himself  as  being  well  pleased  with 
conditions  he  found.  Prior  to  General  Drum’s  arrival,  he  notified  the  Command- 
ing Officer  that  all  fomwalities  in  connection  with  his  visit  would  be  dispensed 
with.  He  was  met  at  the  entrance  of  the  post  by  Brigadier- General  Dauforth, 
Commanding  General  of  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  and  Ife-Jor  F.L.  Martin,  Com- 
manding Officer  of  Randolph  Field,  who  accojnpanied  him  throughout  his  inspection. 
His  tour  of  inspection  took  in  the  flying  cadet  barracks,  the  enlisted  men’s 
barracks,  the  shops,  NCO  quarters,  and  each  ty;De  of  officers'  quarters. 

— — oOo 

At  the  request  of  the  Havy,  Selfridge  Field  sent  a formation  flight  over 
Detroit  on  October  2?th,  in  honor  of  Havy  Day.  Captain  R.C.W.  Blessley  led  a 
composite  Pursuit  Squadron  in  this  flight, 
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pmsuiTiiES-ii.iiD:jRTS‘^::  ■c::ii0'?i.C£AT  JACK^  mich. 

the  Neus  Letter  Corres'ooiideiit 

Comhinin^;  hasiness  v;ith  -pleasure,  the  First  Pursuit  Group  conducted  a tac- 
tical -prohlsm  on  ^Oct.  ■ 22nd,  so  as  to  rendezvous  and  land  at  Ja.chson,  Mich., 
about  9:00  a.iri,  , and' to  he  conducted. through  the  Michigan  State  Prison,  after 
which  to  have  luncheon  as  guests  of  .'.the  Lxcha,nge  Club  of  Jackson.  The  Exchange 
Club  is  not  a new  host  to  this  Group.  Several- months  ago,  a squadron  flew  to 
Jackson  to  attend  a flying  show,,  which  was  being  -put  on  by  the  Aviation  Committee 
of  the  Club,  and  the  -personnel  oh  that  trip  tasted  Jackson's  hospitality  arid 
found  it  very  -pleasant.  It  was  with  antici-pation  tliat  the  tactical  -problem  of 
the  Group  was  so  arranged  that  a landing  could  be  made  at  Jackson,  and  it  was  re- 
assuring to  be  met  by  Mr.  P.J.  Crandall,  Cliairman'  of  the  Aviation  Committee  of 
the  Exchange  Club,  and  our  former  host,  for  we  knew  then  that  the  day’s  enter- 
tainment would  be  complete. 

All  the  planes  the  Group  could  muster  on  that  morning,  34  pursuit  and  two 
Trans-ports,  took  off  by  squadrons  at  a.bout  8:00  o’clock,  ’fe.jor  George  H. Brett, 
Commanding  Officer  of  Self  ridge  Field,  accomuanied  the  flight  in  his  ovrni  -plane, 
while  Major  G.E.  Brower,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  First  pursuit  Grouxi,  con- 
trolled the  Group  -from  the  Ford  Transport,  ..giving  orders  and  otherwise  exercis- 
ing radio  control  along  the  course  to  Jackson.  Upon  landing,  pilots  v^ere  imme- 
diately taken  by  car  to  the  Michigan  State  prison  and  were  shown  through  the 
grounds  and  buildings.  Eiis  was  a ystj  enjoyable  ins'oection,  a.nd  the  jpilots 
were  impressed  with  the  immensity  of  the  institution,  the  modern  ecruipment  and 
machinery,  the  cleanliness,  orderliness  a.nd  the  hi^jc  morale  which  was  evident 
among  the ' i-nmates . As  further  entertainment,  three  short  boxing  bouts  v/ere 
held,  one  of  which  was  featured  by  a ioiockout. 

After  ma.king  a complete  round  of  the  prison  and  grounds,  the  cars  were 
brought  up  and  we  were  taken  to  the  home  of  the  Excharige  Club  in  its  huilding  in 
the  business  section  of  Jackson,  where  we  wore  the  guests  of  the  Club  members 
a.t  a ver3^  enjoyable  l-oncheon,  entirely  irk'on-nal  and  devoid  of  the  usual  flo^very 
utterances  which  s-ooil  the  average  affair  cf  this  nature.  It  was  a pleasure  to 
note  the  interest  in  aviation  this  Club  is  taking,  arid  its  special  interest  in 
the  First  Pursuit  Group  was  complime-ntary. 

The  members  of  the  flight  -were  taken,  out  to  the  Airport  after  the  luncheon 
and  a take-off  was  made  soon  thereafter.  Major  Brower  iparaded  the  Grou;p  i'n 
review,  circling' the  prison  in  sal'ute,  and  -bhen  dispatched  each  of  the  four 
squadrons  by  individ-ual  ro'utes  to  the  home  airdrome. 

oOq 

■ UAR  BEP^UlTiiailT  OHDEHS  AiPECTDIG  AIE  COHPS  OFFICERS 

CH/dTGES  'CF  GTATIOI'I;  To  March  Field,  Calif.;  2nd  Lieut,  phineas  K. Morrill, 
from  Ifeither  Field,  Ca.'.if . 

To  Aberdeei-i  proving  Gro-gnd,  Md.  ; Ca-rtain  L^niwood  3.  Jacobs,  from  Office 
of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Washington,  B.C. 

PFcOMOTIOIIS ; To  Lieutenant- Colonel ; Itejor  Lavu'ence  W.  McIntosh,  rark  from 
Uov.  1,  1921.  To  'I'fejor;  Capta'in  Asa  IT.  Duncan,  ranic  from  Uov.  1,  1931.  To 
Ca-otain;  let  Lieut s.  John  H.  Gardner,  Wm..  C.  Goldsborough,  Walter  E.  Peck,  rank 
from  Eov.  1,  1931;  Edward  H.  Wood,  rank  from  ITov.  21,  1931.  To  1st  Lieut.  ; 2nd 
Lieut,  Samuel  R.'  Harris,  Jr.,  ranic  from  Eov.  5,  1931. 

— -'oOo — “ 

AU  ADMIRABLE  EAEDUTG 

On  the  occasion  of  the  flight  of  the  94th  Sq-uadron  to  Chicago  for  a tac- 
tical ins-pection,  Lieut.  Sanstnury  managed  to  bring  home  the  laurels  for  that 
eve'nt.  Tlie  "Beacon,"  as  he  is  called,  was  flying  in  the  last  element  of  the 
squadron  and,  shortly  after  the'fli^jat  cleared  for  Chicago,  the  leader  of  his 
element,  noticed  a dangling,  wheel  on  "Beacon's"  nlane.  It  seemed  as  if  the 
spreader  bar  and  the  wheel  were  handing  in.SuTch''a  nosition  as  to  wreck  the 
-pla-ne^  iimediately  upon  landing.  After  considerable  signaling  bade  and  forth 
and  wild  gestic-ulations,  "Deacon"  turned  back  towards  Selfridge  Field. 

He  claims  he  threw  his  bade  and  neck  out  of  place  in  an  effort  to  see  the 
landing  gear  and  determine  just  how  badly  it  was  dama(^d.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  ho  decided  to  land  his  shi-p,  a-nd  that  he  performed  a most  creditable  job 
of  the  whole  affair.  The  plane  r/as  only  slightly  damaged,  and  the  -qilot  was 
not  injured  -in  the  least. 
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Tiie  Getty  Drift 
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Indicator 


HAROLD  GATTY  LECTURES  AT  WRIGHT  EIELD 
By  A.M.  Jacobs 

Harold  Gatty,  Round  the  World  flier,  was  a 
guest  at  the  Ma.teriel  Division,  Wright  Field,  from 
October  27th  to  29th,  to  the  special  joy  of  the 
officers  of  the  Equipment  Branch,  who  found  much  to 
discuss  with  him  regarding  the  navigational  features 
of  his  great  flight. 

On  October  28th,  he  gave  a talk  for  the  offi- 
cers and  civilian  employees  of  the  Division  in  which 
he  described  in  detail  his  and  Post’s  adventure  of 
circling  the  globd.  This  truly  remarkable  feat 
was  heralded  through  the  world’s  press  at  the  time. 

To  hear  the  account  from  IJir,  Gatty’ s own  lips  - an 
account  in  which  the  hazardous  was  understated  with 
the  utmost  modesty  and  the  problems  and  triumphs  touch- 
ed Tdth  the  same  modesty  - was  an  experience  not  soon 
to  be  forgotten. 

The  success  of  the  fli^t  and  the  remarkably 
short  time  in  which  it  was  accomplished,  I.tr.  Gatty 
laid  entirely  to  the  present  high  stage  of  aviation  i 
development  which  enabled  them  to  fly  so  far  and 

strenuously  with  no  spare  part  equipment  exce-pt  an' 
extra  set  of  spark  plugs.  Eventually  they  had  a 
new  propeller  to  replace  one  which  had  been  bent 
and  which  Post  had  loiodced  into  shape  again  with 
a wrench,  but  that  was  only  when  they  had  re- 
turned to  American  soil,  and  the  replacement 
was  made  without  their  direction. 

One  of  the  initial  difficulties  of  the 
flight  lay  in  finding  suitable  maps.  Over  the 
Atlantic,  Gatty  found  direction  sharts  most  prac- 
tical for  celestial  navigation.  On  four  maps  of 
the  route  from  Moscow  to  UTovo  Sibirsk,  the  lati- 
tude and  longitude  varied  fifty  miles.  He  con- 
structed one  set  of  all  maps  made  to  scale  on  bristol  board  or  good  strong  paper. 
He  also  constructed  a drift  and  ground  speed  meter  that  proved  most  useful  on  the 
flight  and  which  officers  have  declared  a most  ingenious  instrument.  In  blind 
flying,  the  combination  of  aperiodic  compass,  directional  gyro  and  artificial  ho- 
rizon served  them  well,  and  Post  was  quoted  as  having  stated  that  though  he  had 
never  been  successful  at  flying  blind  with  a ban.k  and  turn  indicator,  with  this 
combination  he  steered  a steadier  course  than  if  he  could  see  the  natural  horizon, 
and  after  three  hours  of  blind  flying  felt  no  strain. 

"Between  the  times  when  the  sun  got  too  low  a.nd  the  stars  were  visible," 
said  Gatty,  "we  used  blind  flying.  Later  on  we  got  on  tot;  at  14,000  feet  and 
everything  was  clear  up  above.  There  wasn’t  a cloud  ahd  the  sky  was  very  clear, 
and  I used  Lieutenant- Commander  Weems’  method  of  curves  with  the,, addition  of 
transparent  celluloid  cliarts  which  I constructed  myself.  It  saves  a little  calcu- 
lation. By  sliding  a transfer  chart  over  the  curves  it  was  possible  to  take  the 
altitude  of  Polaris  and  Arcturus  and  we  superimposed  that  chart  over  the  course 
and  jotted  dovm  the  position  of  the  ship.  I laid  doim  a course  on  this  chart  pre- 
viously so  I could  see  immediately  whether  I w^as  off  my  course  or  not  and  how  much 
I was  off,  I didn’t  have  to  measure  it  in  terms  of  latitude  and  longitude,  I 
could  see  which  way  I was  off,  right  or  left  of  my  course,  and  could  change  the 
course, 

Their  reception  in  Russia  he  made  sound  most  amusing,  and  one  could  easily 
picture  the  two  sleeiDy  Americans  who  were  eating  nothing  seated  at  the  lavish 
b^quet  which  they  were  forced  to  attend,  with  eight  wine  glasses  at  each  plate 
when  all  they  craved  was  water,  listening  to  elaborate  speeches  when  all  that 
possessed  their  minds  were  the  miles  of  space  still  to  be  covered  as  soon  as  they 
could  get  free  to  be  on  their  way. 

Ho  attempt  has  been  made  in  this  abbreviated  account  to  give  a resume  of  the 
address-.  Technical  phases  of  the  flight  were  covered  with  gratifying  clearness. 
One  felt  that  this  pair  had  succeeded  in  their  undertaking  not  throu^  chance  but 
because  of  a solid  groundwork  of  intelligent  ,pre|)arat  ion  and  Imowledge  of  their 
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I jobs.  We  liave  read  iBB.ny  a good  story  of  higb  adventure  that  held  us  less  coni- 
''  jpletely  than  this  slnrply  related  personal  experience.  If  the  cpportunity  ever 
presents  itself  of  hearing  Harold  Gatty,  we’d  ad-'/ise  considerable  going  aut  of 
one’s  way  to  talce  advantage  of  it. 

oOo- 

ACCbMCY  OF  J/APFlFfO-  .i'20M  TEE  AIR 

Recent  activi^xes  of  the  5th  photo  Section,  stationed  at  Scott  Field, 
Belleville,  111.,  included  the  making  of  a mosaic  of  the  Calumet  Area  for  the 
District  Engineer  of  the  1st  Chica.go  District.  This  area  of  260  square  miles 
was  piiotographed  by  2nd  Lieut.  H.F.  Woolard,  commanding  the  Section,  and  Mahter 
Sergeant  Wilbur  R.  Rhodes,  using  an  0-25A  Observation  plane  and  a K-3A  camera. 

The  flying  time  for  the  project  was  five  hours. 

That  the  mosaic  turned  over  to  the  Engineers  was  very  satisfactory  was 
shown  by  the  receipt  of  a letter  from  the  1st  Chicago  District  Engineer’s  Office. 
Extracts  from  the  letter,  d.a.ted  October  30th,  are  as  follows: 

"The  mosaic  pictures  which  you  have  made  for  us  have  been  a great  success. 
Hot  only  have  they  expedited  our  work:,  but  they  have  saved  us  much  money  in 
field  ?7ork  and  reconnaissance.  Tlie  pictures  hare  been  much  admired  and  are' a 
tribute  to  your  good  work. 

I have  had  occasion  to  check  some  ground  measurements  against  those  on  the 
photographs  and  have  found  them  to  check  within  Vjo,  I ca.miot  look  at  the 
pictures  withoxit  congratulating  myself  for  having  secured  a very  excellent  job," 

oOo- — 

SOME  "DOPE"  ON  THE  MISSO'ORI  ErTIOHAL  GCARD  AIRMEN 

The  35th  Division  Air  Service,  Missouri  National  Guard,  consisting  of  the 
noth  Observation  Squadron,  110th  photo  Section  and  110th  Medical  Detachment,  is 
getting  settled  in  its  new  $100,000  home  provided  for  it  by  the  City  of  St .Louis 
at  Lambert-St.  Louis  Field,  The  organization  moved  into  its  new  hangar  during 
the  latterypart  of  the  summer  ord  immediately  v;ent  to  work  on  the  best  possible 
outlay  for  a v$10,000  appropriation  provided  by  the  State  of  Missouri  for  iniprove- 
m.ents  and  additions  to  the  hanger. 

ifost  of  this  money  has  been  spent  in  subdividing  the  spacious  mezzanine 
floor  of  the  hangar  for  the  headquarters  of  the  various  sections.  The  Photo  Sec- 
tion has  already  completed  ecruipment  of  its  smcious  laboratory.  Equally  ade- 
quate quarters  are  provided  for  the  Supply  and  Armament  Sections  on  the  mezzanine 
while  Engineering,  Operations  and  the  Medical  Section  are  quartered  on  the  first 
floor.  Two  towers  at  the  extremities  of  the  hangar  wrovide  room  for  executive 
offices  and  an  officers'  club.  The  latter  has  been  furnished  in  true  club  style 
through  assessments  on  the  orgcinization' s 18  officers. 

The  old  headqiuarters  building  of  the  squadron,  now  used  as  a field  restau- 
rant at  the  Airqort,  is  shortly  to  be  returned  to  the  outfit.  It  will  be  moved 
to  the  site  of  the  hangar,  completely  refitted,  and  outfitted  as  an  enlisted 
men*  s club, 

■'/Thile  it  is  going  aliead  with  the  outfitting  of  its  quarters,  the  Missouri 
flying  outfit  is  also  carrying  out  an  intensive  training  program,  coi'uprising 
radio,  sketching  and  photographic  missions,  puff  target  fire  adjustment,  cross- 
country day  and  night  missions  and  other  activities  in  the  field  of  the  Observa- 
tion squadron.  The  35th  Division  Air  Service  is  under  the  conmand  of  I^feijor 
Philip  R.  Love,  veteran  of  the  Air  Mail  Service,  who  graduated  from  Kellj’’  Field 
in  the  same  class  with  Col.  Lindbergh,  who  v;as  once  a Captain  in  the  National 
Gtoard  outfit . 

- — oOo- — 

NEM  AIRCRAE’T  RUNNING  LIGHTS 

A new  two-lamp  running  light  has  just  been  released  by  the  Air  Corps  Jvfeteriel 
Division,  Wright  Field,  for  service  test.  Like  the  present  standard  A-5A,’  the 
new  A-6  employs  a glass  lens  but  has  improved  streamlining  quadities  which  lowers 
its  resistance  to  air.  Two  6-candlepower  lamps  provide  12  candlepowef-  for  each 
■ running  light.  Ttie  two-lamp  installation  in  each  li^t  is  a new  safety  feature, 
insuring  a li^t  even  should  one  bulh  burn  out.  The  12-candlGpower  lamps  of  the 
new  A-6  liglits  provide  better  lighting  qualities  with  their  glass  lenses  than  did 
the  old  A-4  throu^  their  celluloid  lenses  with  21  candleuower, 
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NOTES  EROM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 


Selfridfe'e  Field,  Mt . Clemens,  Mich.,  Nov. 

Capt.  Gerd  von  Massow,  of  the  German  Army,  arrived  at  Self ridge  Field  re- 
cently for  a short  visit.  He  v.'as  met  by  Major  George  H.  Brett,  Commanding  Offi- 
cer, and  shown  around  the  Post.  His  entertainment  was  then  nait  in  the  hands  of 
Major  Gerald  E.  Brower,  in  order  that  Captain  von  Massow  might  see  the  flying 
activities  of  the  Post  and  the  operations  of  the  First  Pursuit  Grou-p  and  its 
squadrons.  He  was  then  taken  to  Oscoda,  Mich. , by  air,  where  he  witnessed  the 
demonstration  of  the  gunnery  and  bombing,  and  then  returned  to  Selfridge  Field  by 
way  of  Battle  Creek,  Mich. , in  a Ford  Transport. 

Following  the  participation  of  the  1st  Pursuit  Grou'p  in  the  demonstration 


G.E.  Brower  received  the  following  letter  from  ¥jc.  Graham  3.  Grosvenor,  Cliairman 
of  the  Flying  Show  Committee; 

"Dear  iViajor  Brower; 

The  Show  Committee  has  asked  me  to  express  its  thanks  to  you  and  the  men  of 
the  Array's  First  Pursuit  Grou'p  for  your  participation  in  the  progmn  given  last 
week  for  the  benefit  of  the  Unemployment  Relief  Fund  of  New  York. 

We  all  appreciate  your  coming  such  a long  distance  to  be  with  us  and  help 
to  make  the  shov;  itself  and  the  drive  for  funds  a success.  Personally,  we 
greatly  enjoyed  having  you  with  us  as  individuals,  and  we  were  sorry  to  see  you 
take  off  the  last  time, 

Tlie  Committee  feels  that  the  effort  made  by  all  concerned  was  justified 
not  only  by  the  substantial  cash  donation  that  it  is  able  to  malce  to  the  Unergen- 
cy  Unemployment  Relief  Committee,  but  by  the  very  helpful  publicity  given  by  the 
Show  to  its  campaign  for  funds." 

On  the  evening  of  October  29th,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Ivlajor  George  H.  Brett, 
Commanding  Officer,  addressed  an  assemblage  of  Regular,  Reserve  and  National 
Guard  officers  stationed  and  living  in  and  about  that  city.  Major  Brett  chose 
as  his  subject  the  Air  Division,  and  in  his  talk  outlined  the  component  parts 
of  the  air  division  and  gave  a conception  of  its  use  during  major  operations. 

The  ^thering,  which  \7as  under  the  auswices  of  the  414th  Rirsuit  Squadron,  com- 
manded by  Lt.-Col.  J.B.  McCalley,  was  exceptionally  large,  due  to  the  interest 
shoTO  by  the  officers  in  the  Cleveland  area  in  Major  Brett's  talli.  Approximate- 
ly 150  Reserve  officers  of  all  arms  attended  the  meeting. 

An  old  fashioned  Hallowe’en  Dance  o-pened  the  season  of  gayety  at  the  home 
of  the  1st  Pursuit  Group.  The  94th  Squadron,  appointed  to  take  charge  of  this 
affair,  managed  to  locate  a few  pumpkins,  a few  shocks  of  corn,  some  cider  and 
doughnuts,  and  proceeded  to  give  the  season  an  appropriate  start.  Prizes  were 
offered  for  the  best  and  most  original  costumes  to  be  worn  at  the  dance,  and 
it  was  rea.lly  a difficult  job  to  decide  just  who  should  win  the  prizes,  ^ere 
was  only  one  thought  that  came  anywhere  near  marring  the  pleasure  of  the  occa- 
sion, and  that  was  the  fact  that,  although  this  was  the  first  dance  of  the 
season  for  us,  it  was  also  rather  a farewell  party  for  a number  of  the  Reserve 
officers  whose  active  duty  tours  had  ended.  Really,  we  gave  them  a good  send- 
off. 

chortly  after  their  return  from  the  National  Air  Races,  ten  planes  from 
the  94th  Squadron  were  ordered  over  to  Pittsburgh  - more  precisely  to  the 
Pittsburgh  Allegheny  County  Air-nrt.  - This  was,  indeed,  an  ex;:)erience  for  some 
of  us,  because  there  was  no  choice  of  landing  places  at  the  field.  It  was  "land 
on  hard  surface  or  else."  The  entire  field  is  hard  surface  and,  of  course, that 
is  not  alv/ays  the  ideal  place  to  land  a short  plane  with  a tail  slcid.  Every- 
thing went  off  smoothly,  however,  and  all  of  the  wilots  enjoyed  the  trip.  ' 

Master  Sgt.  H.H.  Hewitt,  Post  Sergeant  Lfeijor,  recently  returned  from  a 
week’s  furlough  spent  at  Headquarters,  Sixth  Corps  Area,  at  Chicago,  111.  Upon  ^ 

his  arrival,  he  was  introduced  to  the  chief  clerk  of  each  department  by  the  ij 

Corps  Area  Adjutant . Some  time  v/as  spent  with  each  department , and  a great  deal  , 
of  valuable  information  relative  to  handling  of  reports  and  correspondence  was 
gained.  This  information  will  be  used  to  rectify  and  smooth  over  any  difficul- 
ties which  have  been  encountered  locally.  Sgt.  Hewitt  not  only  enjoyed  the  fur- 
ious in  a personal  way,  but  officially  gained  much  information  and  understand- 
ing. He  brought  back  the  impression  that  the  methods  of  operations  at  this 
station  are  correct,  and  his  visit  will  facilitate  coordination  with  Corps  Area. 
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Hie  officers  and  their  families,  and  the  enlisted  personner  of  Selfridge 
J’ield  had  many  occasions  in  the  past  few  months  to  aid  organizations  which  are 
comhating  the  economic  conditions  nov;  generally  prevailing.  Certain  members 
of  the  garrison  gave  their  personal  services  for  work  on  conmittees  to  organize 
relief  activities  and  aid  those  in  need  locally,  while  the  remainder  contributed 
liberally  towards  funds  to  be  used  by  these  agencies.  Hecent  contributions  were 
made  by  all  personnel  towards  the  local  uneniployraent  fund  of  Mt.  Clemens,  also  a 
benefit  show  was  given  by  the  3x:change  Club  of  Mt.  Clemens  to  raise  funds  for 
the  unenrployed  v/hich  was  attended  in  force  by  officers  and  their  families. 

At  present,  Mrs.  Harry  A.  Johnson  is  actively  engaged  in  collecting  money, 
clothing  and  food.  As  a result  of  her  efforts,  quite  a sum  of  money  and  a large 
number  of  articles  of  clothing  and  food  will  be  turned  over  to  the  Salvation 
Army  for  distribution  to  those  in  distress. 

On  the  invitation  of  Mr.  L.A,  Moehrihg,  Comptroller  of  the  Chrysler  Corpo- 
ration, several  officers  of  the  field  visited  the  engineering  plant  and  the 
laboratories  of  that  Corporation.  After  a most  el'rcellent  lunch,  the  visitors 
were  sho\7n  throng  the  laboratories  by  Mr.  Zeder,  Vice  President  in  charge  of 
Engineering,  and  Mr.  Lee,  engineer  in  charge  of  research.  !.5any  interesting  de- 
velopments in  the  engineering  line  were  viev/ed,  'The  officers  -present  were 
Majors  Brett,  Brower,  Captains  Blessley,  Whitehead,  1st  Lieiits.  McCormick,  Wolf, 
Culbertson  and  2nd  Lieut.  G.P.  Smith. 

A total  of  28  Air  Corps  and  Air  Corps  Reserve  officers,  graduates  of  the 
last  class  at  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Plying  School,  recently  reported  to  the 
field  and  were  assigned,  as  follows: 

To  the  17th  Pursuit  Stpiadron:  2nd  Lieuts.  Prederick  W.  Castle,  George  P. 
Schlatter,  Herman  R.  Burnett,  Gerry  L.  Ivlason,  Paul  W.  Blanchard,  Air  Corps;  i)an 
J.  Hughes  and  Charles  M.  Wilson,  Air  Corps  Reserve. 

To  the  27th  Pursuit  Sq^-iadron:  2nd  Lieuts.  Clark  H.  Piper,  Air  Corps;  Cecil 
Hefner, , Lester  C.  Hoi tan.  and  Robert  H.  Talbott  , Air  Corps  Reserve. 

To  the  94th  Pursuit  Squadron;  2nd  Lieuts.  Howard  M.  McCoy,  Air  Corps;  John 
B,  Adams,  Benton  W.  Davis,  Joseph  A.  I.fcffat  and  Elbert  H.  Schlanser,  A.G.  Res. 

To  the  36th  Pursuit  Squadron;  2nd  Lieuts.  liark  S.  Bradley,  Wm.  D.  Eckert, 
Henry  A.  Winters,  Air  Corps;  I^yhew  D.  Blaine,  Lawrence  0.  Brown,  William  H.  Dura, 
James  C,  Ckithrie,  Joseph  D.  Leo,  Jr.,  Plrires  MePerren,  Clyde  A.  Parlette,  John 
D.  Pitman  and  Lee  C.  Weber,  Air  Corps  Reserve.  , . 

Jjhmbers  of  the  Hi-Y  Cluh  of  Ortonville , Mich.,  visited  the  post  Nov,  16th 
and  were  shown  the  various  points  of  interest.  The  hoys,  were  very  much  inter- 
ested in  the  various  types  of  airplanes  vie  now  have  on  the  post. 

i%j or  Brett,  Conrmnding  Officer  of  the  field,  left  Nov.  16th  on  a tliree 
weeks'  leave  of  absence,  proceeding  to  Palo  Alto,  Calif.,  via  Chicago,  111. 

He  will  terminate  his  leave  at  Santa  Monica ,, Calif . , about  Dec.  1st,  when  he 
will  secure  an  0-38B  from  the  Douglas  Aircraft  Co.  and  ferry  it  to  Detroit  for 
assigimnent  to  the  Michigan  Natiorial  Guard. 

On  October  2nd,  the  S6th  Pursuit  Squeadron  celebrated  its  first  birthday. 

[The  organization  was  made  active  on  Octoher  2nd,  1930,  and.  is  the  modern  succes- 
sor to  the  36th  Aero  Squadron  v/hich  went  overseas  with  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forces  in  1917,  In  observance  of  this  occasion,  a stag  dinner  was  held  in  the 
organization's  mess  hall,  which  v/as  attended  by  Ifejor  Brett  and  his  entire  staff. 
Following  the  dinner,  a program  of  Field  Day  Exercises  was  held. 

Eight  pilots  from  the  17tli  Pursuit  Scuadron  heiiped  to  make  an  18-ship  forma- 
tion which  was  ordered  to  New  York  Oct.  16tli  to  -(participate  in  New  York's  unem- 
ployment relief  show. 

While  no  direct  word  has  come  about  Cant.  Hoyt's  retuirn  to  duty  from  Walter 
.Reed  General  Hospital,  everyone  in  the  17th  hopes  the  rumor  that  he  would  return 
to  duty  on  December  1st  is  well  founded. 

Squadron  flying  in  the  17th  was  somewhat  Ijampered  by  the  recent  turning  out 
of  four  motors,  all  -within  a #eek,  providing  worries  for  the  Engineering  Depart- 
ment and  less  airplanes  to  accompany  our  lessening  flying  hours. 

The  17th  will  in  the  near  future  be  a combination  of  a "flying  outfit"  and  a 
fire,  department,  due  to  the  tearing  down  of  the  old  wooden  buildings  to  enable 
construction  to  proceed,  and  our  being  designated  to  house  the.  fire  department. 
They  plan  to  hoard  off  one  end  of  the  hangar  for  the  fire-  true’es  and  use  what 
l.a.s^been  our  Operations  Office  as  sleeping  quarters  for  the  firemen,  also  their 
office.  The  danger  of  fire,  of  course,  is  considerably  lessened  now  in  the  i7th, 
with  ajl,  due  res-pect  to  the  f5.re  deipartment . 
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94th  Pursuit  Scraadron;  Of  course,  ever;,"  officer  knows  hou;:h  touf^h  it  is  to 
lose  some  of  our  "best  friends.  We  of  the  94-th  feel  as  though  vre  had  lost  some 
good  friends,  indeed,  when  Lieut s.  K.W.  Mosher,  F.I,  Jacobs  and  Joe  Anderson 
just  somehow  ran  out  of  active  duty.  There  are  -orohahly  m.ore  broken  hearts 
right  now  among  the  fairer  sex  in  this  vicinity  tho-n  could  ever  have  been  found 
here  before.  All  three  of  these  boys  v/ere  favorites  wherever  they  wandered, 

Here’s  "How,"  and  vdshing  them  the  best  of  luck.  Let  us  hope  a plan  can  be  pro- 
vided somehow  for  the  Air  Corps  to  retain, such  off icers  instead  of  having  to  let 
them  go. 

37th  Pursuit  Squadron;  October  was  a month  of  quiet  sadness.  Cause:  the 
universal  ailment  of  the  Air  Corps  - a lade  of  flyin,g  time.  Tlie  only  trip  worthy 
of  note  by  any  number  of  27th  pilots  was  the  one  to  llew  York  for  the  Charity  Show. 

Another  occasion  for  universal  sadness  came  with  the  news  that  one  of  our 
most  stalwart  bachelors  succumbed  to  the  devastating  attack  of  the  feminine  enemy. 
Weakened  by  association  vdth  several  of  the  enemy’s  prisoners  of  war  and  lu.red  by 
their  tales  of  peace  and  contentment  in  the  enemy  camp,  Lieut.  Bryant  L.  Boatner 

gave  u-T  his  freedom  and  took  the  oath  to  "Love,  honor  and  keep until  Death 

do  us  part."  Capt,  E.C.W.  Blessley,  Lieut s.  Meehan  and  Ramey  represented  the 
Squadron  at  the  ceremony  at  llevr  Orleans.  After  a short  period  of  "Honeymooning," 
the  couple  returned  to  Selfridge  Bield. 

Lieut.  Robert  W.  Humphreys,  having  completed  his  tour  of  active  duty,  revert- 
ed to  inactive  status  and  is  at  his  home  in  Keitlisburg,  111. 

Capt.  Blessley  and  family  left  for  Chicago  to  spend  a,  short  leave  with  his 
relatives. 

Fort  Sill,  Okla. , October  31st. 

A limited  amount  of  flyin,;;;  was  performed  by  the  8Sth  Observation  Squadron  ■ 
during  the  month,  due  to  the  pre'xarations  for  the  pemranent  change  of  station  to 
Brooks  Field,  Texas.  Flight  "F.",  ISth  Oos.  Scruadron,  will  re;->lace  the  88th  here. 

This  station  ria.s  honored  by  a brief  visit  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  Hon. 
Patrick  J,  Hurley,  on  Oct.  23rd.  The  Secretary  and  party  arrived  from  Midland, 
Texas,  at  5:45  p.m. , a.board  the  good  ship  "Oklahoma."  The  Secretary  was  greeted 
by  Brig.  Gen.  Wm.  M.  Cruikshank  and  taken  to  Fort  Sill 'for  a short  visit,  while 
Lieut,  Cousland,  pilot,  supervised  the  servicing  of  the  ship.  The  party  left  at 
6:25  p.m.  for  Thlsa,  Okla. 

Congressman  James,  Chairman  of  the  House  Military  Affaurs  Committee,  accom- 
]panied  b;/-  Lieut. ~Col.  Jacob  E.  Fickel,  and  wiloted  by  Lieut.  Stranathan,-  arrived 
here  Oct.  27th,  and  after  a brief  visit  departed  for  Hensley  Field,  Te:tas. 

The  officers  and  men  of  this  station  viewed  with  regret  the  departure  of 
Lieuts.  H.B.  Fleming,  C.K.  Miller  and  L.E.  Hunt,  who  reverted  to  inactive  status 
on  Oct.  23rd.  During  their  tour  of  active  dutyp  these  three  pilots  so  closely 
associated  themselves  with  every  form  of  Air  Corns  activity’  that  their  loss  is 
keenly  felt  by  their  squadron  and  the  station.  We  ’.^ish  them  every  success  in 
all  their  civilian  undertal^ings. 

The  1st  Balloon  Co.  completed  four  successf'ul  free  ballon  flights  during 
the  month. 

Lfether  Field,  Mills,  Calif..  Hovember  7th. 

Mather  seems  to  be  a dangerous  place  for  bachelor  officers.  An  e;:idemic  of 
marriage-itis , which  sta.rted  early  in  the  suimier,  resulted  in  an  average  of  about 
one  casualty  each  month.  Latest  victims  to  sucewmb  are  Lieut.  A.  .E,  McCarty,  who 
on  July  11th  married  Miss  Katherine  Davison,  of  Riverside,  Calif.;  Lieut. Marshal 
Roth,  who  married  Miss  Martha  Louise  Rathje,  of  Chicagx),  on  Sept.  19th;  and  Lieut, 
M.J.  Cou-tlee,  who  is  to  marry’  Miss  Jane  Gordon  of  Sacramento  on  ITov.  18th. 

Lieut.  R.P.  Harris,  Air  Reserve,  quite  recovered  from  injuries  suffered  when 
his  P-12  crashed  at  the  Langley  Field  gunnery’  matches  on  Sept,  2nd,  returned  to 
duty. 

At  the  completion  of  their  active  duty,  Lieuts.  Carter,  Rodieck,  Kiuse, 
Britton  and  iiechem  left  the  service  and  reverted  to  iimctive  status  Oct.  22nd, 

Hq.  France  Field,  Panama.  Canal  Zone.  Oct.  20th. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  two-year  foreign  service  policy,  the  powers  that 
be  have  frowned  on  any  attempt  to  secure  leave  of  absence  to  be  spent  in  the 
United  States,  The  result  has  been  that,  with  a few  exceptions  in  the  cases  of 
officers  on  detached  service  in  the  States,  the  commissioned  personnel  has  been 
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100  percent  .present  for  drill.  However,  a few  have  been  ludcy  in  the  matter  of 
leaves,  and  2nd  Lieut s.  V.L.  Brown,  C.H.  Goodwin  and  O.J.  Studeman  are  now  back 
home  for  a short  stay.  Second  Lieut.  C.R.  Cabell,  a new  arrival  from  Kelly,  was 
granted  a 20-d£iy  leave  to  visit  Maracaibo,  Colombia,’  and  departed  on  a Pan- 
American  Airways  Commodore.  ' ■ ’ _ 

T/liat  at  first  threatened  to  be  a serious  gasoline  fire  occurred  on  Sept. 

30th  at  the  Panama  Air  Depot  gasoline  station.  Bit  for  the  prompt  work  of  the 
Post  Pire  Department,  the  blaze  might  have  destroyed  the  Parachute  Department, 
Post  Iheatre  and  Motor  Overhaul  building.  A small  mo  tor- driven  gasoline  •;mimp 
was  being  used  in  filling  two  5-gal.  gasoline . cans  for  washing  motors,  v/hen  de- 
fective vdring  caused  a S'park, which  ignited  the  gasoline  in  the  cans.  Ihe  flames 
siiread  to  the  large  tank,  destroying  200  gals,  of  fuel.  Tlie  Post  Pire  Department 
did  excellent  work  in  confining  the  blaze  to  the  one  building. 

Third  Attack  Group,  Port  Crockett , Texas , .November' 2nd. 

Three  ships  of  the  13th  Souadron  have  been  giving  residents  of  Galveston  and 
the  surrounding  vicinity  a thrill  with  their  occasional  flights  at  ni^iit  vlth 
small  lights  assembled  on  the.  leading  edge  of  the  lower  \dng  and  on  the  fuselage 
and  tail  assembly,  so  that  they  outline  the  plane.  Three  colors  - red,  white 
and  blue  - are  used,  and  the  switches' are  'so  arranged  that  any  combination  of 
colors  may  be  used  on  signal  from  the  leader.  The  pilots  of  the  three  planes 
are  1st  Lieut,  Ralph  P.  Stearley,  2nd  Lieuts.  Robert  K.  Taylor  and  T.L.  Mosely. 

Pirst  Lieut.  Oscar  L.  Beal  was  appointed  Adjutant  at  Port  Crockett  to  suc- 
ceed Capt.  J.P.  Doherty,  who  wa.s  assigned  to  the  Philippine  Department. 

Afelj or- General  Edward  L.  King,  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  War  Department  Gen- 
eral Staff,  inspected  the  training  activities  of  the  Group,  Oct . 20ih.  Ivl^jor 
Ralph  Royce  accompanied  General  King  in  the  role  of  pilot,  for  the  General  vjas 
traveling  by  air.  They  departed  the  folloT/ing  morning  for  Barksdale  Pield  at 
Shreveport , La. , to  inspect  the  progress  being  made  on  the  new  home  of  the  • 

'Third  Attack  Group. 

Lieuts,  Trumeui  H.  Landon  and  Walter  S.  Lee  departed  Octk  29th  in  two  Attack 
planes  for  Port  Brown  to  participate  in  the  maneuvers  of  the  12th  Cavalrj^.  The 
planes  y;ere  equipped  for  laying  smoke,  and  a radio  set  was  installed  in  one  of 
them  for  the  purpose  of  ground  contact. 

At  present  the  pilots  of  the  8th  Attack  Sq-uadron  are  receiving  instruction 
in  instrument  flying.  An  attadk  plane  with  a hood  over  the  forward  coclqpit  is 
used  for  the  purpose.  Lieut.  Robert  A.  Bolyard  has  charge  of  the  instruction 
for  the  8th  Squadron,  and  occupies  the  rear  cockpit  ’while  flij^ts  are  made. 

18th  Pursuit  Gr quid , Schofield  Barracks,  T.H.,  ITov.  4th. 

Plying  activity  in  this  Gro’uu  during  October  was  somev^/hat  limited,  due  to 
the  restriction  of  flying  hours  by  the  War  Department.  Sufficient  flying  time.  . 
remained,  however,  for  a considerable  amount  of  training  of  pilot  personnel. 

Qq  October, 2nd,  the  39  planes  of  the  Group  participated  in  a Wing  Review 
and  tactical  exercise,  as  ordered  by  the  Wing  Commander. 

!.fe,j or- General  Albert  R.  Bowley,  the  ne-'^  Commander  of  the  Hamiian  Division, 
arrived  aboard  the  S.S.  PRESIDENT  GRANT  on  Oct.  15th'.  Tv/enty-four  Pursuit  ships 
from  the  6th  and  19th  Sqdns.  flew  an  A-loha  for  the  General’  as  the  Transport 
rounded  Diamond  Head,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  entire  Group,  consisting  of  39 
planes,  passed  in  review  v/ith  the  Hawa.iian  Division  in  his  honor. 

Lieut.  Robert  C.  Oliver  arrived  October  20th  and  was  assigned  to  the  19th 
Squadron. 

Lieuts,  Stewart  W.  Towle,  Joe  L.  Loutzenheiser  and  Lane  W.  Sharraan  (Reserve) 
departed  for  March  Pield  aboard  the  USAT  CHATEAU  THIEBRY,  Oct.  24th,  having  com- 
pleted their  tour  of  foreign  service.  A fornation  of  12  planes  "bade  them  a last 
Aloha  as  the  Transport  departed. 

The  Transport  GRANT  departed  Nov.  3rd,  taking  three  more  officers  from  this 
station  back  to  the  I\4ainland,-  Capt.  Horace  Heisen  to  Ivlather  Pield,  Lt.  John  H. 
Dulligan  and  Lt . James  P.  Walsh  to  March  Pield.  These  officers  have  also  complet- 
ed their  tour  of  foreign  service. 

Night  flying  ’i^/as  again  res’umed  by  the  Group,  ■'ib.e  field  lighting  was  repair- 
ed ■under  the  direction  of  Lieut.  Bentley,  and  is  in  excellent  order  again. 

On  the  night  of  October  30th,  Lieuts.  Peaslee , Prindle  and  Bentley  fle^7  co- 
operative missions  with  the  searchli^t  batteries  of  the  Honolulu  Harbor  and 
Pearl  Harbor  defenses.  Three  very  successful  missions  were  carried  out. 

26th  Attack  Scfuadron;  Plying  was  redo.ced  to  a minimum  to  conform  with  out 
time  allotment  of  200  hours  per  pilot  per  year.  The  armament  section,  under  the 
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direction  of  Lt..  Tlion.  B.  I'fe.cDonrI was  very  "busy  installing  four  forward  gans 
on  each  of  nine  ships,  and  each  -?ilot  has  hore-sighted  and  tested  the  guns  on 
his  plane.  This  work  has  "been  in  pre;^ai'ation  for  a -problem  in  which  the  fire 
and  Dornbing  power  of  an  attack  squadron  is  to  be  tested  upon  silhouette  targets. 
Dropping  ten  bombs  single  along  a road  w’ithin  a bracL:et  of  200  yards  has  been  ; 
practiced  and  found  practicable.  ,■ 

Organization  Day  came  this  year  while  the  Scraadron  was  in  Gunnery  Csuip  at  !, 
Wairaanalo.  However,  on  Oct.  20th  a holiday  was  declared,  and  the  Squadron  had  |' 
a field  day  in  the  afternoon  at  Haleiwa  and  a wonderful  dinner  that  evening  at 
the  Sea  View  Inn.  Ho table  were  the  athletic  prowess  of  Pvt.  Gopcevic,  and  the 
msic  and  hulas  of  the  entertainers  in  the  evening. 

The  25th  made  an  excellent  showing  on  the  Fneeler  Pield  football  team,  12 
of  our  inen  being  on  the  squad  and  ten,  at  least,  play  more  or  less  regularly. 

Lieut.  McCoy  assisted  iiaterially  in  a coaching  ca/pacity. 

Another  officer  ?/ent  on  commutation  when  2nd  Lt  . John  C . Horton  was  married 
to  Miss  Pauline  Merrill  of  Honolulu,  The  Squadron  wishes  them  many  years  of 
happiness. 

19th  Pursuit  Squadron;  Lieut,  Henry  W.  Dorr  and  wife  left  for  England  Oct. 

1st  to 'attend  Jilrs.  Dorr's  father  who  is  criticallsj-  ill,  Lieut.  Dorr  will  report 
to -his  new  stat  ion  on  the  mainland  at  the  expiration  of  a two  raonths'  leave. 

On  Oct.  loth,  this  squadron  'oarticipated  in  a.  Group  Aloha  and  in  a Keview  of 
the  Havfaiian  Division  in  honor  of  Major  feneral  Albert  J.  Bowley. 

Sth  Pursuit  S madron;  Plying  in  this  Scaiadron  received  a severe  set-back  , | 
when- we  wore  notified  that  several  members  exceeded  their  allotted  training;  time 
in  the  air.  This  lias  cut  out  total  souadron  time  to  152  hours  for  the  current 
month.  He  were  also  hanidi capped  by  the  loss  by  transfer  of  Lieut.  Ste^iart  W. 

Towle,  Sqdn.  Commander,  and  Lieut.  John  H.  Duliigan,  Sqdii.  Engineering  Officer, 
Lieut.  Edward  H.  Hhite  assumed  coi-nn-iand,  and  business  is  picking  up. 

The  morale  of  the  Souadron  remains  high,  des")ite  the  irregularity  of  this 
past  m.onth's  flying,  and  we  are  all  looking  forward  eagerly  to  the  joint  Army-Navy 
Maneuvers  in  Eebruary,  wlien  we  hope  to  possess  our  allotment  of  8 P-12B's.  Dur- 
ing the  qrnst  month  there  was  never  more  than  one  ship  out  of  commission  at  any 
one  time,  and  all  ships  in  commission  most  of  the  time,  which  speaks  volumes  for 
the  work  of  the’  engineering  department  of  the  6th  Pursuit. 

?5th  Service  Souadron;  On  Oct.  1st,  the  75th  Sikors':^,  piloted  by  Lieut. 
Loutzenheiser , 19th  Sqdn,,  flew  to  John  Uodgers  Airport,  nhere  Governor  Judd, 

Major  General  Wells,  Coi.  Dunham,  Ifejor  Osmun  and  Lieut.  Hutchins  were  taken  I 

aboard  anid  flovrn  to  Molokad . ffiie  return  tri;q  tas  made  the  same  day. 

On  Oct „ 14th,  the  Sikorsky,  again  piloted  by  Ijieut . Loutzenheiser,  made  an 
"around- the- is  land"  trip  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  Major  General  We3.1s,  Colonel 
Brant  and  Ivkjor  Os  ram. 

A considerable  qaaoitity  of  new  mexhinery  was  received  last  month,  and  the 
Squadron  now  has  a machine  shop  on  a par  with  any  in  the  Army. 

San  Antonio  Air  De'-)ot.  D.incan  Eield,  Texas,  Hov.  21st. 

Lieut  .-Col.  E.M.  Andrews,  Executive,  'Office  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  called 
on  the  Commanding  Officer  of  this  Deoot  Oct.  ISth  while  on  a visit  to  Randolph 
Held  en  route  retu.rning  to  Washington  in  a F-12  from  the  Boeing  Factory,  Seattle.; 

fejor  Ralph  Hoyce,  of  the-  Office  Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  was  the  house 
guest  of  Lieut. -Col.  and  Mrs.  A.W.  Robins  at  this  Depot  Oct.  17th  to  19th,  in  con- r 
nection  v;ith  his  visit  to  Hqrs.  Sth  Corps  Area,  accompanying  lla-j or- General  Edward  | 
L.  King,  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  on  his  recent  air  tour  of  various  activities.  | 
On  the  continuation  of  the  flight  of  General  King  a.id' Major  Ro^rce,  a new  -propeller  I 
for  their  G-38  was  ferried  to  Shreveport,  La.,  by  Lieut.  T.H.  Chapman, this  depot. 

Commander  H .R.  Bogusch,  U.S.N. , enroute  by  air  in  a Navy  T-Gl  toroedo  land 
plane  from  Anacostia,  D.C.  to  the  Naval  Air  Station  at  San  Diego,  Calif.,  stopped  ' 
over  at  this  Depot  Oct.  15th  to  17th  for  emergency  repairs  to  his  plane.  . 

Lieut  .-Col.  Jolm  H.  Howard,  Commandirig  Officer-j  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y.,  accom-  j 
panied  by  Cant.  A.E.  Simon-in  of  tiiat  field,  en  ro-ute-  returning  to  that  station  ?; 
ferrying  two  0-25C  airpolanes  fro  in  the  Douglas  Aircraft  Co.  factory,  Santa  Monica, 
Calif.,  landed  at  this  Dewot  Oct,  21st  for  a check-up  of  their  and  contin-  m 

ued  their  journey  Oct.  23rd  via  Montgomery,  Ala,  ” " j 

Congressman  W.  Frank  Jaiues,  Clmirmaii  of  the  House  ?Jilitary  Affairs  Committee, 
acconrpan-ied  by  Lieut. -Col.  J.E.  Fickel,  of  the  Office  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps, on  a 
tour  by  air  inspecting  housing  conditions  and  construction  matters  at  Aimy  sta- 
tions in  various  parts  of  the  co'untry,  visited  this  Depot.  Oct.  28tli,  accompanied  ' 
by  Ifej or- General  Edwin  B,  Winans,  Eighth  Corps  Area  Comiriander,  and  his  Aide. 

Lieut. -Col.  Arthur  G.  Fisher,  our  nev;  Commanding  Officer,  joined  and  assumed 
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coraraand  on. Nov.  3rd.  This  Depot  is  glad  to  receive  Col.  and  f&*s.  Fisher.  (They 
are  not  strahgers  at  this  station,  as  Col.  Fisher  was  Air  Officer  at  Hqrs.  8th 
Corps  Area  for  some  time  prior  to  his  assignment  to  this  comlmand.  Col,  Fisher 
is  nov;  on  a ten-day  period  of  detached  service  at  Tacson,  Arizona. 

It. is  a matter  of  aincore  regret  to  the  personnel  of  the  Depot  to  part  with 
Lieut, -Col.  and  Mrs.  A.W.  Robins  and  their  three  young  daughters,  Misses  Dorothy, 
Betty, and  Helen  Robins*.;)'  Col . Robins  came  to  this  Depot  from  Lan^ey  Field  in 
July,  1929,  and  the  De^^t  had  hoped  for  a long  period  of  his  leadership.  How- 
ever, he  D/as  needed  in  tiie  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Materiel  Division  at  , 

Wright  Field,  for  vhich  station  Col.  Robins'  and  his  family  de-;qarted  on  Nov.  '4th,, 
followed  by  ean-iest  wishes  on  the  r)art  of  all  for  their  future  happiness.  Prior 
to  their  departure.,  numerous  fiuic t ions prere  .given,  in  their  honor,  including  a 
dinner  dance  by  the  officers  and  ladles  of  Duncan  Field  at  the  Gunter  Hotel  on 
the  evening  of  Oct.  30th;  a dinner  at  the  Di'mcan  Field  C^ficers*  Club  by  Capt.and 
Mrs.  Clarence  Longacre  on  Oct.  31st,  and  a club  breakfast  at  the  Golf  Association 
at  Duncan  Field  on  Nov,  1st . 

Capts,  Warner  B,  Gates  and  E.Y,  Harbeck,  Jr.,  visited  Houston,  Fort  Crockett 
and  Dallas,  Texas,  Oct.  15th  to  19th,  to  confer  with  Regular  Army  and  National 
Guard  organizations  there  regarding  maintenance  of  Air  Corps  sup-olies  and 
equipment. 

Lieut.  D.F.  Fritch  flew  cross-country  to  Biggs  Field,  Fort  Bliss,  Texas, Oct, 
29th  to  fe.rry  a new  engine  for  installation  in  the  B-3A  plane  of  Lieut.  I. A, 

Pitts,  en  route  from  larch  Field,  Calif.,  to  Langley  Field,  Va. 

‘Visitors  attending  the  regular  monthly  supply  and  engineering  conference 
end  luncheon  at  this  Depot.  Nov,  3rd  were  Capts,  S-.J.  Idzorek,  E.M.  Morris  and 
Lt . Q-.W,  Mondy  from  Fort  Crockett,  Texas,  and  Lieut.  Roy  W,  Ccamblin  from  Hatbox 
Field,  Miskogee,  (IdLa. 

Ifetjor  Wm,  0.  Ryan  and  Lt..  E.E.  Harmon,  of  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y.,  enroute  ferry- 
ing two  C>-25C  planes  from  the  Douglas  Aircraft  factory,  Santa  Monica,  Calif. , to 
their  home  station,  stop;oed-here  Nov.  5th  for  servicing  their  craft,  leaving  the' 
following  day  via  Randolph  Field. 

Capt.  H.L.  Clark,  on. duty  at . Barksdale  Field,  Shreveport , ' Law , paid  an  in- 
formal visit  to  this  Depot.  November  5th,  while  in  this  vicinity. 

Lieut,  Tliomas  L.  Blackburn,  Air  Corps  Instructor  with  the  Texas  National 
Guard,  Houston,  visited  here  Nov,  5th,  ferrying  back  a BTl  plane  for  the  Guard* 

Lieut.  Lucas  V.  Beau,  Jr.  , Air  CorDS.  Instructor  with  the  Colorado  National 
Guard,  Denver,  arrived  here  Nov.  5th  to" obtain  and  ferry  back  an  ©2-H  airplane. 

. Me,  C.E.  Hughes,  Inspector  in  this  district  for  the  Aeronautics  Branch,  De- 
triment of  Commerce,  stopped  at  this  Depot  Nov,  4th  for  minor  repairs  to  his 
Waco  plane  while  on  a cross-countrs'’  tour  of,  inspection.  , * 

Lieut s.  Edv/ard  M.  Powers  and  A.W.  Martenstein,  Air  Corps  Materiel  Division, 
Wright  Field,  Ohio,  on  an  air  tour  of  variouis  stations  inspecting  equipment  and 
collecting  data  with  reference  to  overhauled  engines,  arrived  here  ITov.  9th  and 
left  for  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot  on  the  i2th.  They  stopped  here  on  the  return  trip, 

itr,  and  Mrs.  H.B.  Gates,  of  Evanston,  111.  ,•  parents  of  Capt,  Warner  3. Gates 
of  this  Depot,  are  enjoying  a visit  with  Captain  Gates  and  family.  • 

Lieut.  Lucas  V.  Beau,  A.C.  Instructor  with  the  45th  Division  Aviation, 

Denver,  was  a visitor  here  Nov.  19th,  to  ferry  back,  an  02~h,  to  the  Colo.  Natl.Guarv.' 

• Ivir,  V.J.  l.^ers,  civilian  Shot  Sup’t.  of  the  Engineering  Shops  of  this  Depot,  _ 
■m3  on  temporary  duty  for  a fe.w  days  at  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot  observing  engineer- 
ing shop  methods  and  syste  'c  in  use  there.  " ■ 

Mr.  Eugene  B.  Luder,  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Depot  Supply  Department  of  this  Depot, 
left  Nov,  18th  for  a short  period  of  temporary  duty  at  the  tfeteriel  Division  in 
connection  with  supply  matters. 

The  following  airplanes  and  engines  were  overhauled  and  repaired  in  the 
Engineering  Department  of  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot  during  the  month  of  October; 
Planes  overhauied:  2 A-3,  5 A-3B,  1 L3-7  , 3 02-H,  4 0-lSB.  1 0-19C,.l  P-ID,  1 P-IC 
1 P-IE,  3 P-IF,  5 BT-1,  1 B»-2B,  1 PT-3,  5 PmSA;  total,  34.  Planes  repaired; 

1 A-3B,  1 LB-7,  2 02-H,  1 02-J,  2 0-193,  1 0-190,  1 0-25A,  2 0-25C,  4 0-38;  1 P-ID 

1 BT-1,  1 C-9;  total  17.  Engines  overhauled:  22  R-1340,  9 R-1690,  50  V-1150, 

10  R-790;  total,  71.  Engines  repaired:  1 R-1340.  7 V-1650,  2 R-790,  5 V-1150, 

4 R-975;  total  19. 

Mitchel  Field,  L.I..  New  York,  Nov.  19th. 

Life  is  beginning  to  brighten  for  the  Fifth  Observation  Squadron  here*  After 
months  and  months  of  flying  01-E’ s and  enviously  v/atching  the  other  Squadrons  with 
their  o-lG*s,  they  are  at  last  coming  into  their  o\m  and  are  to  get  all  of  the  hew 
^25C*s  which  liave  arrived  from  Santa  J,tonica.  Ever2rbody‘ s ha-ppy  except  ,possibl;j^', 

Lt . John  T.  Martha.  After  a most  brilliant  and  successful  trip  across  the  contin- 
ent without  any  untoward  Incidents,  he.  had  to  go  and  spoil  his  record  by  nosing  up 
his  ship  on  the  last  landing  of  the  trip  here  at  Mtchel  Field  with  most  of  his-^ 
brother  officers  looking  on, 
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Des'pite  the  la,clc  of  thrilling  stories  and  harrowing' experiences,  the  trip 
to  California  mast  have  "been  quite  an  event  for  those  privileged  few  who  were 
selected  to  ferry  home  the  Douglas  nlanes.  Judging  from  the  time  eadi  took  to 
make  the  trip,  they  mast  certainly  have  enjoyed  it  and  were -rather  reluctant  to 
return.  We* re  somewhat  at  a loss  to  account  for  this,  as  no  had  weather  Tra,s  re- 
ported, Perhaps  they  heard  the  slogan  - "See  America  first." 

Por  a 'vvhile  we  feared  that  when  v/e  got  all  our  new  ships  we  woiildn*t  have 
enou^*  pilots  to  fly  them,  hut  someone  else  seems  tO:.-have  thought  ahorat  that 
too,  eud  they  have  sent ’.Us  eif'^it  new  officers  from  the  recently  graduated  class 
at  Kelly  Pield.  We  are  mighty  glad  to  welcome  them  and  hope  they*  11  like  their 
new  station  as  much  as  the^rest  of  us.  do.  Mitchel  Pield  is  a great  place,  hut 
one  of  the  drawbacks  for  the  younger  officers  seems  to  he  that  it’s  too  far  away 
from  Hew  York  or,  perhaps,  it’s  too  near.  , 

One  other  drawback  for  bachelors  is- the  "Ha-untcd  House,"  that  well  laio\wi  ad- 
junct to  the  bachelors’  quarters.  However,  "Hope  s^n’ings  eternal  in  the-  human 
breast,"’  and  xm  note  with  pleasure  tliat  ground  lias  at  last  been  broken  for  the 
new  bachelors’  quarters.  We  might  be  moving  into  them  by  next  winter  if  we 
should  menage  to  siirvive  this  one.  Of  course,  our  proposed  trek  to  Plorida  dur- 
ing January  and  Pebraary  will  be  a respite,  should  it  'come  off  as  iDlanned. ’Let 
us  repeat:  "Hope  sprin.gs  eternal  :'n  the  human  breast." 

Speaking  of  piorida;  on  Hov.  18th,  Col.  .Charles  A.  Lindbergh  unsuectedly 
arrived  at  Mitchel  in  a dense  fog,  or  rather  out  of  one,  and.  requested  one-  of 
the  new  0-25C’s  from  the  5th  Squadron  for  a trip  to  Plorida.  It  seems  he  had 
to  get  there  in  a -hurry  to  take  the  new  Sikorsky  40-passenger  amphibian  on  its 
first  trip  to  South  America,  and  he  couldn't  wait  for  one  of  those  ipersistent 
Long  Isla.nd  fogs  to  lift.  His  recuest  for  an  Army  ship  was,  made  after  he  found 
that  his  Lockheed  could  not  be  equipped  for  night  flying  without  considerable 
delay.  It  might  be  mentioned  in  passing  that  there  were  many  longing  glances 
cast  at  that  rear  cockpit  as  the  mechanics  placed  sand  bags  in  it,  , 

[The  social  life  at  this  post  has  in  a great  measure  made  up  for  anything 
we  "stay  at  homes"  missed  in  California.  A very  brilliant  and  successful  cos- 
t\ime  dance  vt/as  given  at  the  Salisbury  Country  Club  on  Hallowe’en.  On  Hovi  3rd 
an  evening  bridge  party  was  organized  at  the  Officers’  Cliib,  and  on  the  17th  a 
stag  party ’was  held  to  raise  funds  tc  furnish  the  nevi  club,  when  and  if  com- 
pleted, Another  dance  is  planned  for  Hovember  27th,  V7hich  is  the  eve  of  the 
Army-Hotre  Dame  game.  After  the  last  dance,  we  are  all  looking  forward  to  this 
next  one. 


Scott  Pield,  Belleville,  111. , Hov.  18th. 


Scott  Pield  pigeon  loft  riia.de  its  biggest  cleanup  of  prizes  at  the  St.Clair 
Pigeon  Club  Show  in  Belleville,  111.  Hov,  5th,  6th  and  .7th.  Lt.-Col.  John  A. 
Paegelow,  post  commander,  entered  30  homers  in  41  classes  in  this  Shov;  and, when 
the  fiml  av;ards  had  been,  niade,  there  were  41  blue  ribbons,  15  seconds  and  4 
thirds  credited  to  Scott  Field  birds.  In  the  first  prizes  were  all  the  specials 
in  the  homer  classes,  including  best  old  cock,  best  old  hen,  best  1931  bird  and 
best  homer  of  the  Show.  Hiis  last  award  was  captured  for  the  third  successive 
year  by  "Colonel  John  A.  Paegelow,"  the  diainpioh  bird  of  the  loft.  This  win 
gives  the  trophy  .'permanently  to  Scott  Field."  The  award  for  the  best  display' may 
also  come  to  Scott  Field  when  the  final  checking  of  the  -prizes  has  been  made, 

■Five  entries  from  Scott  Field' also  made  an  excellent  showing.  Mrs,  John 
A.  Paegelow  entered  six  'oigmy  'oowters  which  won  four  firsts  and  two  seconds, in- 
cluding champion  pouter  of  the  Show.  Miss  Patsy  Hayes,  daughter  of  Ca'pt.l'volcott 
P.  Hayes,  entered  her  ; two  Birmingham  Rollers  and  they  won  firsts  in  the  young- 
hen  and  cock  classes. 

Miss  Jean  B.  Holden,  daughter  of  Ca-pt.  H.'W.  Holden,  entered  two  white' fan- 
tails,  One  of  these  birds  won  the  coveted  prize  as  best  fancy  bird  in  the  Show 
in  addition  to  winning  first  in  its  class. 

Staff  Sgt.  Jjfeix  Bronkhurst , pigeoneer  of  the  Scott  Field  loft,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  St  . Clair.  Pigeon  Club,  took  an  active  part  in  the  ruiming  of  the 
;Show  which  was  voted  a big  success’  by  the  visiting  fanciers.  OTnere  were  a total 
of  about  1200  birds  oh  display. 

Gol.  Paegelow  is-  considering  entering  birds  in  the  big  Chicago  show  early 
in  December,  and  in  the  Cairo-,  111,,  Show  about  a week  later,  in  preparation  for 
the  final  showing  of  the  season  at  the  National  j^ow  in  Louisville,  Ky.  in  Jan. 

Col,  John  A.  Paegelow,  Commanding  Officer  of  Scott  Pield,  was  a guest  of 
Col . _Pe  gram  Fill  t worth.  Commanding  Jeff  er  son,  ^arracks , at ’the  6 th- Infantry  organ- 
ization Day  exercises  on  Hov,  4th.  It  had’beeh  intended  that  an  airship,  from 
the  Field  would  be  present  to  follow  the  Infantry  organizations  past  the  review- 
ing' stand,  but  unfavorable  wind  conditions  made  it  necessary  to  cancel  the  fli^^t. 

Lieuts. Edgar  T.  Selzer  and  Joseph  A.  Bulger,  15th  Observation  Squadron,  re- 
|rurned  to  Scott  Pield  on  the  night  of  Hov,  ’2nd,  after  having  been  on  a three 
weeks’  mission  with  the  61st  Anti-Aircraft  Battalion  at  Port  Sheridan,  111.  The 
mission  consisted  of  night  flying  for  the  pur-pose  of  giving  the  artillerymen 
practice  in  locating  an  airplane  with  sound  and  searchlight  ap'paratus.  On  the 
return  flight  the  officers  took  off  from  Cliicago  after  dark  and  arrived  at  Scott 
Pield  at  11:45  p.m. 
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Changes  in  personnel  at  Scott  Field  recentl:/  saw  the  relief  from  active 
duty  on  Oct»  23rd  of  2nd  Lieiits.  Claris  E.  Johnson,  Harold  A.  Lidster, Cornelius 
K,  Dunhar  and  Lloyd  L.  Sailor,  all  Air  Corps  Reserve. 

Lieut.  Edwin  H.  Lauth,  Missouri  h'at’I  Goard,  reported  recently  for  a period 
of  active  duty  extending  until  June  30,  1932,  iTais  is  the  first  time  a National 
Guard  officer  'ha-s  heen  placed  on  active  duty  at  this  station. 

Tv/elve  of  the  best  homers  in.  the  Scott  Field  loft  were  entered  in  the  big 
Chicago  Show  to  he  held  Dec.  1st  to  Stli.  Among  the  birds  entered  are  "General 
Frank  Parker,"  one  of  the  finest  young  pigeons  ever  raised  at  Scott  Field,  and 
"Colonel  John  A;  Pae^low,"  the  chaimpion  homer  of  the  1930  National  Show  and 
winner  of  many  other  coveted  prizes,"  Headed  by  these  two  birds,  Staff  Sgt.  Max 
Bronkhnrst,  Scott  Field  pigeoneer,  e:coects  his  entries  to  make  a good  showing 
and  add  to  the  already  large  collection  of  ribbons  won  in  this  season* s shows. 

First  Sgt.  Arthur  Everdell,  24th  Airship  Service  Go. , who  was  retired  on 
October  31st,  was  given  a testimonial  dinner  by  his  former  organization  on  Nov. 
12th.  Following  the  dinner,  which  was  attended  by  the  officers  of  the  post, 

Sgt.  Everdell  was  presented  with  a 21  jewel  gold  watch,  the  gift  of  the  memhers 
of  the  24th  Com-pany. 

Capt.  Douglas  Johnston,  commanding  the  organization,  made  the  presentation, 
while  Staff  Sgt.  Oluf  Jensen  was  master  of  ceremonies.  Ihere  were  numerous 
short  speeches  and  a variety  of  masical  numbers. 

Mchol.s  Field,  P.I.,  October  29th. 

28th  Bombardment  Scroa^dron;  We  note  that  our  friends,  the  72nd  in  Hawaii, 
are  still  talking  about  how  good  they  are.  We  are  afraid  they  flew  Pursuit 
planes  too  long  and  are  thereby  corrupted.  We  have  long  maintained  that  units 
take  on  the  characteristics  of  the  planes  they  use , i.e.,  Pursuit,  noisy  and 
dizzy;  Observation,  studied,  calm  and  exact;  Attack,  gay  and  debonaire;  .Sbrr^rd- 
ment,  somber,  sinister  and  menaniiig.  There  is  hope,  however,  now  that  they  have 
airplanes,  that  they  may  return  to  normal.  Vfe  extend  our  best  ?;ish8s  to  them. 

Another  boat-  has  arrived  and  depa,rted,  and  the  new  arrivals  are  getting 
squared  away.  Some  of  our  best  noncbms  ha.ve  returned  home  and  will  he  on  the 
list  to  return  to  the  Philippines  on  the  next  boat.  Service  out  here  has  its 
compensations,  "Ask  any  Colonel,"  Old  timers  will  recognize  that  quotation  and 
those  who  don*t  never  knew  anything.  Staff  Sgt.  Roy  M.  Medcalf  returned  for 
station  at  Roclcwell,  being  replaced  by  Staff  Sgt.  Lee  Wh.ite.  Medcalf  will  now 
work  all  day  and  flounder  around  in  the  sand  up  to  his  shoe  tops  doing  it.  At 
nl^t  he  will  sleexD  in  a tent  and  there  wonH  be  any  San  Miguel  to  solace  him. 

Sgt  . Richards  goes  to  Dodd  Field  at  Ft.  Sam  Houston  and  Sgt,  Miltz  to  Fort 
Crockett.  Both  these  splendid  noncoms  will  he  missed  by  this  unit. 

On  October  2nd,  this  Squadron,  flying  a-  9- ship  forimtion  and  led  hy  Capt, 
Black,  'p^^tici'pated  in  a rendezvous  -problem  in  connection  v/ith  meeting  the  Trans- 
-port  GRANT,  We  rendezvoused  at  Bfuitigui  Poi-nt  with  the  2nd  Observation  Squadron 
and  3rd  Pursuit  Squadron  from  Clark  Field,  and  then  'proceeded  as  a Group,  , led  hy 
Major  Brooks,  and  ipassed  in  review  over  the  Transport  off  I^ferinduque  Island.  The 
Point  of  Rendezvous  was  about  70  miles  from  Nichols  Field  and,  considering  the 
change  in  wind,  the  -problem  was  very,  satisfactory,  even  though  we  were  2^  min- 
utes early  and  the  2nd  Observation  ^ minutes  late.  The  3rd  Pursuit  Squadron  was 
on  time  - sur^orise.  Not  so  had  for  a pursuit  U'nit.  Incidentally,  the  Air  Corps 
officers  on  the  boat  stated  that  the  Bombardment  as  usual  had  the  best  formation 
by  far.  Not  a sui-prise  to  us. 

We  only  received  cne  officer,  1st  Lt . Howard  S.  Eugier,  hut  he  looks  good  to 
us.  He  took  over  the  duties  of  Sqdn.  fligineering  Officer, and  we  hope  he  will  en- 
joy his  rrork  and  play  here  as  much  as  a good  soldier  should.  Here's,  how,  Lieut. 
Engle r! 

®ie  rest  of  the  month  v/as  hard  on  us  for  flying,  already  losing  ten  flying 
days  due  to  rains  and  condition  of  the  field..  However,  we  make  hay  while  the, 
sun  shines,  and  the  rain  has  to  let  up  some  time, 

6th  Photo  Section;  On  the  arrival  of  the  Trans-port  GRANT,  the  Section  a.c- 
quired  a neT7FL'sT''Bgt Sgt,  Charles  C.  Leiby,  from  Kelly  Field,  Texas.  . 

llr.  Sgt,  Wra.  L.  Klutz,  the  Section‘s  former  1st  Sgt.,  sailed  for  the  States, 
and  will  report  to  Kelly  Field  for  duty.  He  will  he  missed  by  his  many  friends. 

The  Section  is  busily  enga-ged  turning  oixr  photos  of  tactical  areas  to  be 
used  by  the  Philippine  Division  for  their  annual  maneuvers. 

2nd  Observation  Squadron;  Much  progress  was  made  this  month  on  training 
schedule,  in  spite  of  the "number  of  days  the  field  was  one  grand  lake.  We  notice, 
however,  the  golfers  don’t  mind  a few  additional  liauards.—  This  Squadron  burnish- 
ed planes  to  return  to  Clark  Field  Lt.  Taylor  and  5 men.  After  taking  a ride  in 
their  irmis^-jort,  we  think  they  enjoyed  the  return  tri-p  much  better,  since  the 
transuort  squatted  down  like  a tired  her.  upon  its  arrival  at  Nichols,  - The  tow 
target  season  is  starting.  We  wonder  why  the  0-2H  crews  look  so  gl-um?  Maybe  they 
don* 0 like  chasing  targets, 

-4bh_  Qoniposite  Group  Eqrs . ; Cant.  Walter  J.  Reed,  who  arrived  on  the  October 
Transport,  assumea  commana  b’f"Thi s 6rganizs.tion,  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  post 
Adjutant,  - The  baseball  team  is  getting  together,  and  it  looks  as  if  we  have  a 
better  team  than  last  year,  - Hie  athletes  are  in  training  for  the  Dep)t,  Athletic 
Meet  to  be  Held  at  Fort  McKinley.  Corp,  Gibson  is  in  charge  of  the  coaching. 
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RMCTION  OF  ‘THE  PUBLIC  TO  LOW  PLYIHG 


The  following  article  ap-peared  in  a recent  issue  of  a Colurahas,  Ohio, 
newspaper : 

"PLA-FiB  DIVES ' nA.HGEROUSLY  OVER  BMLEY 
Suharb  Stirred  by  Perilous  Stunting  of  Army  Plane  Over  Residences 
Complaints  are  Piled 

Craft  Roars  Dovm  Within  100  Peet  of  Ground,  Then  Zooms  Ilo. 

Complaints  were  on  file  Monday  with  three  officials  whose  authority  governs 
flying,  after  an  army  airplane  dived  low  over  Bexley  shortly  before  3 p.ra. Sunday. 

The  plane,  of  the  0-19  tj’pe,  was  placed  in  a power-dive  directly  over  the 
suburb.  The  pilot  -mlled  the  ship  out  of  the  dive  at  an  altitude  of  about  100 
feet  in  the  vicinity  of  E,  Broad  Street  and  Remington  Road. 

After  coming  out  of  the  dive,  the  pilot  pulled  the  ship  up  in  an  almost  ver- 
tical climb.  Persons  connected  with  aviation  pointed  out  that,  had  the  motor 
failed,  the  plane  would  surely  have  crashed  in  the  closely  built-up  section. 

The  maneuver  was  unnecessary  and  endangered  the  lives  of  many  citizens, 
they  said. 

According  to  Lieutenant  A.R.  McConnell,  commandant  of  Norton  Pield,  the 
XDlane  was  flovn  by  Lieut.  * -'i- , Lieut.  McConnell  said  he  witnessed  the 
dive  from  the  Army  airport. 

Bexley  'police  received  a score  of  calls  from  -persons  who  comrplained  that 
the  ship  flew  dangerously  near  their  homes.  Several  residents  of  the  suburb,  in- 
cluding a councilman,  iimnediately  made  coimplaints. 

Officials  to  whom  conrplai-nts  v/ere  made  are:  Ivfe.j.  Gen.  James  E.  Pechet,  Chief 
of  the  Army  Air  Corps,  Washington,  D.C.;  Colonel  Clarence  M.  Young,  Assistao^ 
Secretary  of  Commerce  for  Aeronautics;  Captain  Pranlc  M.  McKee,  State  Director  of 
Aeronautics . 

Regulations  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Commerce  -provide  that  a -plane 
shall  not  be  stunted  at  any  altitude  over  a city,  to^m  or  village. 

Tlie  regulations  further  -provide  that  a plane  shall  not  be  flown  over  a city 
at  an  altitude  less  than  that  from  Tdiich  the  -pilot  co-aid  glide  safely  outside  the 
city  in  case  of  a forced  landing.  In  ho  event  shall  a -plane  be  flown  over  a city 
at  less  than  1000  feet,  it  is  s-pecified. 

It  was  learned  Monday  tliat  dived  in  salute  to  a former  classmate  in 

the  Army  Plying  School  who  now  lives  on  Remington  Road." 

The  follov/ing  editorial  also  ap-peared  in  a Colunbus  -paper; 

"Lieutenant  an  army  aviator  from  desired  to 

salute  a former  classmate  in  the  Array  Hying  School,  who  now  lives  on  S.  Rem.ing- 

ton  Road,  Bexley. 

The  lieutenant  -power-dived  his  airolane  directly  over  Bexley  Sunday  after- 
noon, sv;ooxDing  to  about  100  feet  from  the  groimd  and  then  climbing  almost  verti- 
cally. Probably  he  considered  this  o.  dashing  dis-play  of  skill  and  courage.  It 
was,  in  fact,  a reckless  dis-plaj?-  of  disregard  for  the  -peace  and  safety  of  other 
peo-ple. 

De-par tment  of  Commerce  regulations  prohibit  low  flyi'ng  and  stunt  flying 
over  a city.  There  is  a good  reason  for  these  regulations.  A slight  miscalcula- 
tion on  the  -pa-rt  of  Lieutenant  , or  a slight  mechanical  failure  on  the 

part  of  his  -plane,  undoubtedly  wo'uld  have  res-ulted  in  his  death.  Had  he  crashed 

into  a house  or  a street,  he  mi^it  have  killed  severa.1  other  -persons.  As  it  was, 
he  disturbed,  frij^itened  and  angered  hundreds  of  peo-ple. 

It  will  be  unfortunate  if  Lieutenant  faces  discipline  for  what,  no 

doubt,  he  intended  as  a gallant  ges’fcure.  It  will  be  more  unfortunate  if  such  ex- 
hibitions are  not  discouraged  before  they  lead  to  tragedy." 

In  an  official  conuiunication  to  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  under  date  of 
November  27th,  Major  H.C.  Kress  Muhlenberg,  Air  Officer,  Pifth  Corps  Area, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  states  as  follows: 

"The  disciplinary  as-pect  of  the  incident  mentioned  below  is  being  talren  up 
officially,  thru  -proper  channels. 

The  object  of  this  letter  is  to  present  the  s'ubject  as  a matter  for  -publica- 
tion in  the  Air  Corps  News  Letter,  to  -mt  it  before  all  -pilots  of  the  Air  Corps, 
under  the  title:  - 

Reaction  of  the  Public  to  Low  Flying 

It  is  highly  -probable  tliat  Air  Corps  officers  who,  for  the  ]3S-st  three  or 
four  years  or  more,  havfe  been  on  duty  at  Air  Cor-ps  fields,  out  of  touch  with 
civilians,  exce-pt  on  cross-country  tri-os  for  exhibitions  at  neighboring  towns,  or 
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airport  dedications  ~ it  is  highly  pro'oahle  that  such  officers  s-re  not  aware  of 
the  change  that  has  taken  place  in 'public  opinion  regarding  airplanes  overhead. 

Hie  public  is  alv/ays  anxious  to  have  us  on- hand  ior  their  exhibitions,  air- 
port dedications,  etc. , because  our  presence  is  a definite  asset  to  the  comraoni- 
ty  for  tliat  particular  event;  but,  when  the  excitement,  of  the  exhibition  or  de- 
dication is  over,  the  farther  the  planes  stay  away  from  directly  over  lir, 
Averageman*s  home,  the  better  he.  likes  it.  This  feeling,  'three  or  four  years 
ago , was  quite  dormant;  but  as  the  number  of  planes  has  increased,  with  the 
consequent  increase  in  forced  landings,  forced  jumps,  noise,  and  other -dangers 
and  annoyances,  real- and  imaginary,'  to  the  man  on  the  ground,  this  opposition 
to  the  overhead  presence  of  the  airplanes  has  increased.  Today  we  find  it  mani- 
festing itself  in  all  sorts  of  unex;qected  ways.  A Cleveland  commercial  airport 
was  put  out  of  business  by  the  objection  of  a prominent  neighboring  property 
O’wner  to  planes  talcing  off  and  landing  over  his  place.  . Similar  objections  in 
Louisville  threatened  for  a time  to  cause  the  removal  of  the  municipal  airport  to 
another  loca/bion.  Oddly  eicough  this  objection  was  made  by  a man  who  had  bought 
his  property  near  the  field  after  the  installation  of  the  airport.  City  dwellers, 
with  s.treet  cars  or  railroads  making  more  noise  at  the  bedroom  window  than  could 
be  made  by  a squadron  of  bombers,  will  squawk  long  and  loudly  because  of  the  lone 
air  mail  plane  tha.t  has  to  fly  a little  closer  to  the  house  in  bad  weather. 

However  unreasonable  and  ridiculous  these  objections  seem  to  us  who  are  vi- 
tally interested  in  aviation,  they  exist,  and  are  rapidly  giving  birth  to  that 
dread  enemy  of  progress  - prejudice  - a deep  seated  prejudice  against  the  air- 
planes. It  ill  behooves  the  individuals  of  the  Hegalar  Army  Air  Corps  vdth  its 
glorious  record  of  assistance  to  all  aviation,  to  countenance  any  indiscreet  act 
which  mi^it  assist  in  building  up  that  prejudice  and  thereby  cripple  aviation. 

And  yet  this  is  exactly  what  is  being  done,  from  time  to  time,  when  one  of 
us,  feeling  full  of  vim,  vigor  and  vitality,  dives  at  a familiar  house  in  front 
of  which  a familiar  red  dress  is  waving  at  us.  The  odd  wart  of  it  is  that  we' 
forget  how  utterly  impossible  it  is  to  escape  hundreds  of  hostile  eyes  watching 
from  below, eyes  that  will  dash  madly  for  the  nearest  telephone  a.nd  faithfully 
report  episode,  plane  and  pilot  to  our- home  field  before  we  can  fly  there. 

And  a.fter  it’s  all  over,  we  ha.ve 'violated  Army  Re'gulations  and  have  helped 
build  up  that  Cliinese  vrall  of  prejudice  against  aviation  - prejudice  that  we  all 
know  must  be  eliminated  before  the-  airplane  can  come  into  its  own. 

It  is  the  object  of‘  this  article'  to  show  'by  ccntemuoraneous  clippings  from 
two  local  newspapers,  the  reaction  of  the  public  to  a recent  aerial  indiscretion 
in  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  to  show  the  utter  irauossihility  of  'getting  away  v/ith' 
such  indiscretions,  even  thou^i  they  don't  hanuen  to  result,  in  crackups." 

— — oOO' 

LIEUT.  -McCORidCX  LSCHURES 

Self  ridge  Field  furnished  a spealcer  in  the  -oerson  of  Lieut,  Harlan  T. 
McCormick  for  the  meeting  of  the  University  of  Michigan  Aeronautical  Society  held 
at  Ann  Arbor  recently.  The-  University  .of  Michigan  Aeronautical  Society  is  a 
branch  of  the  College  of  Engineering  of  that  University.  Tlie  Society  has  as  its 
aim  aiding  to  reduce  the  students'  conception  of  aviation  from  thait  of  a spectac- 
ular and  hazardous  industry  to  a common  means  of  transqorta,tion,  sport  and  mili- 
tary  protection.  They  are  also  trying  to  spread  interest  in  aviation  through 
the  Colleges  of  the  University  and, develop  general  student  Interest. 

Lieut,  McCormick  chose  as  his  topic  “Military  Aviation's  Relation  to  Commer- 
cial Aeronautics,"  and  elaborated  on  the  nrutuo.1  dependency  of  commercial  and  mili- 
tary aviation  as  regards  manufacturing,  personnel,  airport  development  and  avia- 
tion legislation.  Lieut,  McCormick,  who  gradaa.ted  from  the  Air  Corps  Engineering 
School,  served  as  Air  Corps  Representative  at  the  factory  of  the  Curtiss  Aeroplane 
and  Motor  Corporation,  and  who  is  now  Post  Engineering  Officer  of  Selfridge  Field, 
was  especially  fitted  of  the  personnel  now  at  Selfridge  to  give  this  talk.  TLie 
members  of  the  Society  displayed  great  interest  in  the  lecture  and  aftei’wards  en- 
tered into  a general  discussion  on  aeronautical  subjects  and  recent  develo-pments 
in  a-viation. 

Lieut,  McCormick  flev/  to  Ann  Arbor  in  a Seeing  Par  suit  plane  and  returned 
00  oelf ridge  Field  that  night  after  the  lecture,  demonstrating  the  ease  and  facil- 
ity of  air  transportation  both  by  day  and  by  night. 
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Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  November  15th. 

It  is  an  interestin^T;  loct  il-at  many  of  the  organizations  comxDrising  the 
12th  Observation  Group  at  Brooks  I’ield  possess  war  history  which  is  unei^celled 
hy  othejr  organisations. 

The  iSth  Service  Squadron  are  loud  in  their  praise  of  their  mess  and  the 
Sergeant  who  presides  over  it,  Sgt.  Harry  Christ.  He  is  slated,  however,  to 
attend  the  School  for  Bakers  and  Crooks  at  Fort  Sam  Houston,  and  the  "cast 
down"  countenances  of  the  memoers  of  the  58th  e.re  easily  detected,  although  they 
do,  claim  to  see  a rift  in  the  clouds  in  the  fact  that  Sgt.  Nick  Alexander  is 
slated  to  succeed  the  near  inimitable  Mr.  Christ.  Since  Sgt.  Alexander’s  ex- 
perience covers  a period  of  ten  years,  the  58th  feel  they  have  the  right  to  be 
avid  in  expectation. 

The  following  comprised  the  Thanksgiving  menu  of  the  62nd  Service  Squadron 
at  Brooks:  Oyster  Stew,  Oysterettes,  Head  Lettuce,  Mixed  Sv/eet  Pickle,  Mayon- 
naise Dressing,  Fresh  Celery,  Mixed  Olives,  Sliced  Tomatoes,  Roast  Turkey, 

Giblet  Gravy,  Cranberry  Sauce,  Roast  Pork  and  I-Iain,  Southern  Baked  Ham,  Oyster 
Dressing,  Escalloped  Corn, French  Peas,  Candied  Sweet.  Potatoes,  Created  Ifetshed 
Potatoes,  Cocoanut  Layer  Cake,  Fruit  Cake,  Hot  Mince  Pie,  Pumpkin  Pie,  A'oples, 
Oranges,  Assorted  Nuts,  Mixed  Candies,  Bananas,  Finiit  Punch,  Ice  Cream,  Coffee, 
Cigars  and  Cigarettes. 

This  menu  was  almost  exactly  duplicated  in  every  other  Squadron,  including 
the  12th  Observation,  12th  Observation  Group  Hqrs. , 22nd  and  88th  Observation 
Squadrons,  First  Photo  Section,  and  58th  Service  Sqoadron,  of  which  Brooks  Field, 
as  the  12th  Observation  Group,  is  now  composed.  Major  Frank  D.  La.ckland  and  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Katherine  Lackland,  were  among  the  guests  entertained  by  the  88th 
Observation  Squadron  on  the  auspicious  day. 

Oapt.  Fred  T.  Yount,  recently  promoted,  genial  Assistant  Quartermaster  of 
Brooks  Field,  has  been  propounding  a statement  in  the  nature  of  a conundrum,  pa- 
radoxical in  nature,  when  lie  states  that  "The  Junior  Captain  on  the  Field  is  the 
Senior  in  point  of  service,  including  World  War  service".  Gaptein  Young  has  more 
than  25  years  of  service,  including  World  War  service.  He  is  one  of  the  best 
liked  officers  at  Brooks,  and  numbers  his  friends  in  both  Array  and  civilian  life. 

Lieut.  Stoyte  0.  Ross,  12th  Obs.  Sqdn. , is  now  in  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  where, 
presumably  - and  accui’ding  to  hie  request  for  one  month’s  leave  - he  is  "visit- 
ing." In  reality,  he  went  to  Florida  for  the  express  purpose  of  taking  unto  him- 
self a wife,  his  engagement  to  a Jacksonville  girl  being  announced  just  before 
his  departure, 

Lieut.  Charles  H.  Earnest,  who  filled  the  office  of  Adjutant  of  Brooks  Field 
upon  the  departure  of  Lieut.  L.  A.  Dayton  for  Kelly  Field,  and  who  is  now  the 
A^utant  of  the  22nd  Obs.  Sqdn, , obtained  a month’s  leave  and  will  visit  in 
Mexico  before  returning  to  sail  from  San  Francisco  for  a tour  of  duty  in  Hawaii. 

Capt,  W.S.  Gravely,  G^erations  Officer  of  Brooks  Field,  is  now  in  Burbank, 
Calif. , where  he  went  for  the  mrpose  of  inspecting  Lockheed  planes  at  the 
Lockheed  Aircraft  Corporation,  with  a view  to  the  possible  introduction  of  these 
monoplanes  into  Army  training.  If  Captain  Gravely  places  his  approval  on  these 
planes  for  this  ;purpose.  Brooks  Field  will  be  one  of  the  first  Fields  to  use 
these  Lockheed  monoplanes. 

Lieut,  John  W,  Egan  and  Corp.  Fred  0,  Tyler,  12th  Obs.  Sqdn,,  are  at  Rock- 
well Field,  Calif.,  vjhere  they  went  by  rail  to  procure  a C-7A "Transport . 

Lieut.  R.  L.  Needham,  Air  Res.,  completed  one  year’s  tour- of  duty  with  the 
12th  Observation  Group,  and  after  14  days’  additional  duty,  at  his  request,  he 
reverted  to  civilian  status  and  returned  to  his  home  at  Lorena,  Texas.  He  was  a 
very  poimlar  and  efficient  officer,  and  took  with  him  the  best  wishes  of  his  or- 
ganization and  Brooks  Field, 

Capt,  H.H.  Young,  Conmnding  the  22nd  Obs,  Sqdn,,  and  Lieut.  Carl  Brandt, 
a member  of  this  organization,  returned  from  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  where  they  went  to 
procure  two  0-19E  planes  from  the  Tliomas-Morse  Aircraft  Corporation  for  ferrying 
to  Brooks  Field. 

The  Officers’  Club  of  Brooks  Field,  under  the  very  capable  direction  of 
Capt.  Louis  R.  Knight,  President,  and  Lieut.  Wm.  Beverley, "Jr. , Sec. -Treasurer, 
entertained  with  two  delightful  informal  suppers  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
official  personnel  of  the  Field  to  become  generally  acquainted.  Practically  the 
entire  membership  was  present  at  both. 

Captain  and  Ivfrs.  C.E,  Giffin  will  introduce  their  debutante  daughter  to 
their  friends  of  the  Army  and  in  civilian  life  at  a tea,  for  which  the  Officers’ 
Club  of  Brooks  Field  was  chosen.  Capt.  Giffin  was  formerly  the  Supply  Officer 
of  Brooks  Field, 

Second  Bomba.rdment  Group.  Langley  Field,  Va. , Nov,  12th. 

The  Second  Bombardment  Group  has  undertaken  a course  in  strenuous  physical 
exercises  for  its , officers.  Working  upon  the  sound  theory  that  flying  officers, 
especially  those  of  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group,  should  develop  strong  backs  as 
well  as  quick  and  lofty  minds,  a series  of  athletic  games,  including  hand  ball 
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and  volley  "ball,  is  "being  run  off  "between  the  Srjuadrons.  The  organisations  en- 
gaging in  the  contests  are  designated, for  athletic  purposes  only,  as  follows: 

"Tlie  Tv;entieth  Terrors” 

'"Eie  Fighting  Forty-ninth” 

"Tlie  ITaughty  Mnety- Sixth” 

"Fne  Fierce  Fifty-ninth" 

"The  Furious  Photo  Section.” 

Sometinies  officers  from  the  other  organizations,  those  across  the  railroad 
tracks  "by  the  gas  plant  and  machine  shops,  come  down  to  the  Group  to  nlay,  "but 
they  usually  get  whipped  off.  The  only  objection  raised  over  these  athletic 
contests  ha,s  come  from  certain  officers  who  claim  they  are  becoming  too  strong. 

At  the  present  stage  of  physical  training,  the  Second  Group  could  no  doubt 
clean  up  on  any  other  outfit  of  equal  v/eight  in  a bare  fisted  v;ar. 

In  addition  to  the  more  strenuous  forms  of  exercise,  the  Group  also  claims 
the  horseshoe  pitching  charn-oionship  of  the  Virginia  Peninsula,  lying  between 
Buckroe  Beach  and  Tabbs  Corner.  Lieuts.  Yfycliffe  S.  Steele  and  Jade  Yv.  TJood 
pitch  a mighty  pretty  shoe,  while  Lieut.  John  (Rabbi)  P^yan  is  no  slough  on  the 
horseshoe  lynx." 

The  Group  has  been  taking  every  opportunity  to  run  service  tests  on  the  new 
bomb  sif^ts  furnished  'oy  the  Ivfe.teriel  Division.  Flights  ha,ve  been  made  on  Sun- 
days and  Holidays  in  order  to  talee  a,dva.ntage  of  clear  weather.  The  Group  is  very 
anxious  to  get  a good  bomb  sight.  Some  excellent  results  were  obtained  by  the 
sights  under  test.  Tiie  pilots  are  v/ondering,  however,  if  the  wei^it  of  84  pounds 
of  one  of  these  si^ts  cannot  be  cut  down.  About  the  only  objection  heard  on 
this  si^t  is  its  weight.  Another  idea  which  strikes  the  Group  officers  is  what 
could  be  used  for  a bomb  sight  if  a bullet  should  pass  through" the  "innards”  of 
one  of  these  com-;Jicated  sighting  machines. 

Severa-1  officers  of  the  Group  received  letters  of  commendation  recently  for 
va-rious  activities.  Lieut.  L.S.  Kuter  and  the  personnel  under  his  command  receiv- 
ed a glov/ing  letter  of  tiiarks  from  the  Ordnance"  Dept , for  participation  in  the 
Ordnance  Day  Exercises  at  Aberdeen  Proving  Gx'ounds,  The  letter  was  read  in  open 
officers*  meeting,  and  Lieut.  Kuter  received  the  tlianks  of  Ife,jor  Dargue,  the 
Group  Commander,  Lieut,  Kuter  made  an  interesting  talk  on  the  Ordnance  activi- 
ties at  the  same  meeting. 

Lieuts.  M.L.  Elliott  and  Roy  G.  Gano  received  letters  of  commendation  and 
thanks  from  Brig.  General  Snbick,  District  Commander,  for  their  ^mrticipation  in 
the  Yorktorm  Sesquicentennial  exhibition, 

Lieut,  Tiiomas  L.  Ferguson  received  a letter  of  thanks  and  commendation  from 
the  Army  General  Staff  representative  of  the  Yorktown  Sesquicentennial  Sdiibition 
for  his  work  in  connection  with  the  Social  Bureau. 

Another  Group  officer  rocclvc.u  a letter  of  commendation  and  thanks  from  the 
Army  General  Staff  reoresenta.tive  of  the  Yorktomi  Sesqul.  Exhibition  for  Social 
Bireau  work,  also  a letter  from  the  Polish  Embassy,  e^qressing  appreciation  for 
acting  as  aide  to  a Polish  Lieut  .-General  who  attended  the  Yorktown  Sxlaibition. 

^Ihe  2nd  Bombardment  Group  put  the  final  touches  on  the  Yorktown  Sesquicen- 
termial  Exhibition  by  flying  a low  formation  across  the  battlefield,  while  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  other  State  guests  were  departing. 

Enlisted  members  of  the  Group  also  took  part  in  the  pageant  of  the  Battle 
of  Yorktown.  They  represented  wild  and  bloodthirsty  Indians  lurking  in  the  woods 
for  scalps.  Some  of  the  men  have  not  been  a,ble  to  get  all  of  the  war  paint  from 
their  faces  and  chests  yet. 

Lieut,  James  (Jimice)  W.  Hanimond  returned  from  a two  months*  leave  of  absence 
and  the  Group  is  now  expected  to  go  forward  and  reach  new  heights  never  before 
attained. 

Lieut,  and  Ivtrs,  Roy  G.  Cuno  are  s;-)ending  two  months*  leave  of  absence  in 
Europe,  - Lieuts.  Lionel  H.  Dunlap  and  James  H.  Hodges  with  their  respective 
wives  recently  returned  from  three  months*  lea,ve  of  absence  in  Europe.  They  vis- 
ited so  many  countries  and  talked  so  many  different  languages  that  they  now 
speak  English  with  a distinct  foreign  accent. 

The  grass  on  the  flying  field  cau^t  fire  on  the  afternoon  of  Hov.  10th,  all 
the  fire  apparatus,  sirens  and  "bugles  ""aeing  employed  to  extinguish  the  flames. 

49th  Bombardment  Squadron;  This  Squa^on  me,de  a three-day  trip  to  Aberdeen, 
Ifei.  , to  participate  in  the  Ordnance  Day  Demonstration.  Oiir  mission  was  to  drop 
two  2, 000- pound  bombs  in  salvo  and  eight  600- ooiuid  bombs,  also  in  salvo. 

The  Squadron  v;as  disappointed  to  have  its  Commanding  Officer,  Ca‘pt.  Eugene 
L.  Eubank,  ordered  away  to  observe  some  Havy  bombing,  tv/o  days  before  departure 
for  Aberdeen.  A flight  of  six  Bombers,  led  by  Lieut.  D.S.  Kuter,  accom-piished 
the  mission.  A great  deal  of  interesting  information  v^as  gained  at  the"  Ordnance 
Department’s  big  show,  and  the  handling  and  dropping  of  these  big  "bom'bs  was  an 
instructive  experience. 

The  twelve  officers  on  the  flight  appreciated  not  only  the  information  ob- 
tained but  especially  the  hospitality  and  many  kindnesses  shown  by  the  officers 
at  Aberdeen  proving  Ground. 
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Wrir^M  Field,  .Da?/ton  , 0.  , Hov,  lOtli.  ' ’ ' 

Lieut, -Col.  A.YL  RoLins  reported  at  Wriglit  Field  Nov.  .7th  to  assume  his  new 
duties  as  Executive  of  the  I/iatefiel  Division.  Previoiis  to  this  detail,  Col.EoMns  ! 
commanded  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field.  He  replaces  Lieut  .-Col.  H.H. 
Arnold,  who  was  transferi*ed  to  Iferch  Field,  Calif,  j 

Brig.  Gen,  H.C.  Pratt  attended  a meeting  of  the  National  Advisory  Committee  t 
for  Aeronautics  on  Nov.  8th.  Majors  Ragh  Kherr,  R.M.  Jones  and  Capt,  A.W. 

Vanaman  left  on  the  same  train  for.  Washington  for  a conference  with  the  Chief  of  ! 
the  Air  Corps  .regarding  1933  estimates.  ' ' j 

Captain  Clements  McJ^illen,  Lieut.  H.H.  Couch,  Messrs,  D.A.  Dickey  and  A.W. 
Hamm,  proiDeller  engineers,  flew  to  Pittshur^  ITov.  10th  for  conference  with  the 
Pittshurgli  Screw  and  Bolt  Corporation  regarding  propellers.  ] 

Lieut.  H.H.  Carr  flevir  to  Self  ridge  Field  lov.  9th  to  run  tests  on  the  nower  | 
]plant  equipment  in  the  P-12B  airplane.  ” | 

Capt.  A.W.  Stevens,  piloted  hy  Lieut.  J.D.  Corkille,  flew  to  Bolling  Field 
on  October  27th  on  a -pkotbgraphic  mission. 

Ifejor  Hagh  Eierr  left  October  28th  for  Washington,  Middletown,  Pa.,  and 
Langley  Field  for  conferences,  at  these  stations  regarding  supplies  and  eqai-pment. 

Major  H.A.  Straus  ferried  an  02-H  to  Kelly  Field  October  28th,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded by  rail  to  Santa  Monica.,  ferrying  back  to  Wright  Field  an  0-25A. 

Lieut.  IC.B.  Wolfe  flew  to  Buffalo  Oct,  29th  for  consultation  with  Air  Corps 
reipresentatives  on  duty  at  -plants  of  various  aircraft  manufacturers  in  that  city. 

Three  yPT-9C’s  were  ferried  from  Wichita,  Kansas,  to  Wright  Field  by  Lieuts. 
D.G.  Lingle,  E.C.  Langnead  and  Capt,  A.C.  Foulk. 

Lieuts.  H.C.  Downey  and  J.J,  Morrow  were  recent  visitors  at  Wright  Field, 
stopping  over  on  their  way  from  Santa  Monica  to  Mitchel  Field.  They  were  ferry- 
ing two  Observation  planes  from  the  plant  of  the  Douglas  Company. 

Brig,  Gen.  H.C,  Pratt  delivered  an  address  at  .Grand  Rapids,  Mich,,  on  Oct-. 
29th,  his  subject  being  ".The  Materiel  Division  of  the  Army  Air  Corps,"  On  Nov. 
12th,  he  addressed  the  Lawyers  Club  in  Dayton  on  the  same  subject. 

Lieuts.  E .M.  Powers  and  A.W.  Jfe,rtenste-ln  left  Nov.  5th  for  Middletown,  Pa.; 

San  Antonio,  'Rockwell  Field  and  Santa  Monica  to  insue-ct  equipment  with  a view  to 
pre-paring  a set  of  instructions  covering  engine  overhaul. 

Lieut.  C.S.  Thorpe  -piloted  Ivlajor  J.L.  Hatcher  to  Bolling  Field  and  Dahlgren, 
Ya. , for  .confere*nces  on  develo-pment  of  bomb  sights.  Dr.  S.M.  Burka,  bomb  sight 
engineer,  left  for  Rockwell  Field  Nov.  10th  for  a series  of  tests  on  bomb  sights. 

Randol-ph  Field,  Texas , November  19th. 

On  Nov.  1st,  a reception  was  held  at  the  Randolph  Field  Officers*  Club  for 
the  -pur-pose  of  affording  all  officers  of  the  -post  an"  opportunity  to  become  ac- 
quainted and  to  take  the  -place  of  the  .first  call  of  incbming  officers  and  the 
return  of  this  call.  General  and  lirs.  Danforth,  Ifejor  Martin,  Col.  and  Mrs,  . 
Taulbee,  and  Major  and  Mrs,  Harwood  headed  the  receiving  line,  and  as  the  offi- 
cers and  their  ladies  came  down  the  -receiving  line  they  became  a ipart  of  the 
line.  Punch  and  cake  were  served.  The  Club  was  decorated  with  flowers  a'nd  -pot 
plants  furnished  by  the  green  house  at  Randolph  Field, 

Baron  von  Becktolsheim-,  Ca-ptain,  German  Army,  and  a member  of  their  General 
Staff,  visited  Eandol-oh  Field  on  Nov.  7th.  The  Baron  is  now  undergoing  a course 
of  instruction  at  The"  School  of  Fire,  Artillery  School,  Fcrt  Sill,'  OKLa. , and  is 
studying  the  United  States  method  of  conducting  artillery  fire. 

He  was  conmissioned  in  the  German  Amy  before  the  World  War,  and  served 
thru  the  hostilities  with  the  Field,  Artillery,  He  has  been  in  the  United  States 
since  last  September,  and  e:rpects  to  be  here  for  a -period  of  one  year,  Ca-ptain 
Baier,  also  of  the  German  Army,  now  a student  undergoing  flying,  instruction  at 
Eandol-ph  Field,  is  a -personal  friend  of  the  Baron,  having  served,  v;ith  him  in  the 
German  Army,  Captain’ Baier  entertained  him  while  he  was  at  the  field. 

Q-n  Nov.  13th,  General  Danforth  took  the  polo  team,  consisting  of  Ga-pt, 

Thomas  W,  Hastey,  1st  Lieuts.  David  M.  Schlatter  and  Clyde  K.  Rich  from  Randolph 
Field,  and  1st  Lieuts.  G.H.  Beverley  and  F.G.  Irvin  from  Kelly  Field,  to  Tucson, 
Ariz.,  to  -play  the  University  of  Arizona's  polo  team,  and  then  to  Rosvrell,  N.M, , 
to  play  the  polo  team  at  the  New  Mexico  L^ilitary  Institute,  Although  the  Univer- 
sity of  Arizona  defeated  the  Training  Center  team  by  a score  of  10  to  6,  and  the 
New  Mexico  Military  Institute  took  the  big  ond  of  a 7 to  4 score,  the  flyers 
stated  that  they  had  been  entertained  in  due  and  ancient  form  and  that  they  had 
a great  time  on  the  trip. 

The  Randol-ph  Field  Officers’  Club  was  organized  on  .October  27th,  with  C5apt. 
John  B,  Patrick  as  President;  Capt.  Clyde  D.  Finter,  Yice  President,  Lieut.  Jaines 

D.  Givens,  Secretary- Treasurer,  and  Major  F.L.  Martin,  Ca-ptains  j.K.  Cannon, 

E. D,  Jones,  1st  Lieuts,  To\’msend  Griff iss  and  johii  P.  Kirkendall,  Board  of 
Governors. 

The  Constitution  and  By  Lav/s  were  formulated  and  accepted  by  the  Club, 
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Scot^^|§jl4-^on  its  most  inroortant  foofball  game  of  the  season  on  Hovemher 
Field  7 to  0 in  a charity  game  played  in  Belleville, 
tli§_^m|\was  important,  the  Biggest  feature  of  the  contest  was  that 
there  was  '^^ijivipf  expense  connected  therewith,  and  every  cent 

talcen  in  wi!ftb4^P^^n^  charity.  The  attendance  was  ahout  2,000. 

TOien  infoma^on  was  r^W^^-^'^I^ng  the  middle  of  Octoher  that  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  War  ;^part|3(Ji§nt  th^^/^^iy*^6ts  cooperate  with' local ' comiminities  in 
relief  work,  Liem.-CQli3oh33/A\^.^|^^''ow  iramediatelj^  offered'  to  play  the  im- 
portant Chanute  Field)(game  in  The  Junior  Chamher  of  Commerce  of 

Belleville  jumped  ^o  front  _§ccapt^  their  hearty 

cooperation  with  thh^dptt  Field  very  successfully. 

At  first  it  was^^.Wght  there  w^ld5f^^,soiiV'^^;^nses  connected  with  the 
running  of  the  game,  hi^.  as  each  poinw/wfes^^^cued  someone  was  found  to  donate 
the  services  required,  playing  f Same  was  donated  By  the 

Belleville  High  SchooL^/together  with  facilities  for  dressing 

rooms.  The  off icials ‘^Priced  gratis,  th^f^t hall, . tickets,  advertising 

and  other  necessary  services  were  alj^^^3^ded  By  people  interested  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  project.  ' '' 

The  psTOceeds  of  the  gams  are  to  Be  equally  divided  Between  the  local  Red 
Cross  Chapter;  the  Elks*.  Milk  Fund;  the  C-eorge  S.  Hilgard  Post,  American  Legion; 
and  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society,  The  American  Legion  Band  donated  its  ser- 
vices, and  its  playing  added  greatly  to  the  ''atmosphere"  of  the  game. 

The  winning  of  the  game  was  not  accoraulished  until  the  last  two  minutes  of 
play.  The  first  quarter  was  a kicking  duel  with  little  advantage  to  either 
team.  Scott  liad  an  edge  on  the  play  in  the  second  quarter,  But  Chanute  sto-rped 
two  serious  manches  towards  its  goal  Before  real  danger  impended.  In  the  third 
quarter,  Chanute  cajne  Back  strong  and  ha.d  the  Ball  in  Scott’s  territory  most  of 
the  time.  Just  Before  the  quarter  ende,d,  Chanute  marched  to  the  17- yard  line. 

The  Scott  line  held  firmly  starting  the ‘fourth  quarter  and  Chanute  tried  a drop 
kick  which  failed. 

Following  a penalty  which  -mt  Scott  Field  Back  on  its  own  two-j^-ard  line, 

&iy  took  the  Ball  out  of  danger  on  a 15~3?ard  end  run  following  a fake  kick.  The 
march  was  continued  to  Chanute' s .35-yard  line,  where  the  Ball  was  lost  on  downs, 
Ihen  came  Chanute 's  Bluest  scoring  chance,  -when  it  recovered  the  Ball  on  a 
fumBle  on  Scott's  11- yard  line.  The  next  three  plays,  however,  netted  But  six 
yards  , and  a sweeping  end  run  resulted  in  a 20- yard  loss.  Taking  the  Ball  on 
downs,  Scott  Field  started  a drive  which  resulted  in  the  only  score  of  the  game. 

A line  plunge,  two  long  forward  passes  and  two  more  line  -pliinges  placed  the  Ball 
over  the  line.  The  kick  for  the  extra  point  was  good. 

Scott  Field  line-up:  Baliorich,  le;  Lewis,  It;  Szumski,  Ig;  Sixon,  c; 

Keene,  rg;  Reed,  rt;  Haywood,  re;  Sharks  qB;  Guy,  IhB;  OsBorn,  rhB;  Sievertsen.fB. 
Chanute  Field' line-up:  Leonard,  le;  Ohompson,  It;  Hoffman,  Ig;  Jurnig,  c; 

Coleman,  rg;  Stinchcomh,  rt;  Ferguson,  re;  Cliristmas,  qB;  Blevins,  IhB;  Oliver, 
rliB;  Lester,  fB, 

Scott  Field  scoring:  Touchdovm,  SkBrda,  suBstitute  for  Shanks;  'point  after 
touchdown,  Guj  . 

oOo 

The  footBall  season  at  Selfridge  Field  this  year  proved  very  successful  thus 
far.  Under  the  coaching  Of  Li  exit . HarBold,  assisted  By  Lieuts.  Meehan,  Griswold 
and  .:M5:er,  the  team  has  Been  working  hard,  with  gratifying  results.  The  season 
opened  OctoBer  4th  with  a practice  game  with  the  Maxine  City  Merchants.  The  game 
was  slow  and  suBstitutions  were  numerous.  Selfridge  won  12  to  6. 

On  OctoBer  10th,  Scott  Field  was  invaded  and  defeated  6 to  0.  The  details 
of  this  game  were  covered  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Hev/s  Letter. 

On  Octooer  17th,  Selfridge  Field,  much  weakened  By  injuries  of  its  players 
in  the  game  the  previous  week,  was  defeated  By  the  University  of  Detroit  Freslimen 
By  the  score  of  12  to  0.  The  game  scheduled  for  Oct.  25th  with  Chanute  Field  was 
cancelled  due  to  lack  of  transportation  for  the  Chanute  team. 

At  Port  Huron  on  Nov.  1st , Selfridge  defeated  the  Port  Huron  Merchants  52- 
20,  The  Self  ridge  team  played  a much  improved  game  and  promise  of  a success- 

ful completion  of  the  season.  Games  are  scheduled  with  Cha.mte  Field  at  Rantoul, 
the  Fenton  Athletic  CluB,  and  with  Scott  Field  (a  return  contest)  to  Be  played 
at  Selfridge  Field, 
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Tlie  ITort  Crockett  footkall  team  had  a very  successful  season  to  date,  Twin- 
ning three  games  and  losing  one.  The  first  game  of  the  sea,son  uas  v/ith  the 
Rice  University  "B"  scfuad.  Considering  the  calibre  of  their  opponents,  the 
Flyers  didnH  feel  a hit  dormhearted  over  the  41  to  0 score  the  Rice  team  ran  i 
UTO.  Although  the  squad  at  first  lacked  the  snirit  and  team  play  that  coaches  j 
Lieuts.  Tut  Imla,y,  Ten  Landon  and  Walter  Kent  had  hoped  for,  it  wasn’t  long  he-  ' 
fore  the  lacking  essentials  had  made  their  appearance.,  Since'  that  time  the  j 
Flyers  played  the  following  teams,  with  resulting  scores  as  listed;  Fort  Crockett 
6,  Houston  Sports  0;  Fort  Crockett  7,  Hug^ies  Tool  Co.  6;  Fort  Crockett  14, 
Randolph  Field  7.’,  ' , j 

Each  year  the  Brooks  Field  squad  and  Fort  Crockett  have  scheduled  a game 
with  each  other.  This  year,  due  to  the  removal  of  several  Brooks  Field  units  to 
Randolph  Field,  the  Fort  Crockett  Flyers  engaged  the  latter  in  Galveston  on  j 
October  22nd,  It  was  the  second  game  in  four  days  for  the  Crockett  team,  but  i 
this  did  not  stop  them  from  giving  Ea,ndolph  a fast  gai'ne,  Iv!uch  interest  v;as  cen- 
tered in  this  match,  as  it  was  ge.nerally  felt  that  the  winner  would  be  a strong  ■ 
contender  for  the  Corps  Area . CMmpionship  this  year.  The  fact  that  2nd  Lieut.  ' 
George  Kinzie  was  coaching  the  visitors  vjas  enou^  to  assure  all  concerned  of  a ' 
good  game  and  convince  the  local  squad  that  their  opponents  would  be  hard  to  beat| 

. Winning  the  toss,  Fort  Crockett  elected  to  kick,  unable  to  ^in,  ikuidolph 
soon  lost  the  ball  to  the  Flyers.  Powerful  line  plays  were  used  to  make  big 
gains  through  the  visitors’  forward  wall.  Tilton,  Crockett  fullback,  -dunged  ' 
over  the  line  for  the  score  Ari thin  the  first  five  minutes  of  play.  Bentley  kick-: 
ed  goa.1  from  placement.  Late  in  the  second  cjuarter,  a 38- yard  run  by  Huff  placed 
the  ball  deep  into  Randolph’s  territory.  A few  -days  later,  Perkins  scored  the 
second  Flyer  touchdown.  Bentley  mde  another  perfect  kick  from  placement. 

Probably  the  most  sensational  play  of  the  game  followed  the  Golden  Tide’s 
second  touchdown,  throwing  a bad  scare  into  the  Crockett  Squad  who  were  beginning 
to  feel  certain  of  victory.  ' Raley,  receiving  Landon’ s kicis-off  on  his  own  15- 
yard  line,  charged  behind  perfect'  interference  througli  the  center  of  the  Crockett 
team  for  a touchdown.  Morgan  made  the  extra  point  good.  The  score  was  14  to  7, 
in  favor  of  Fort  Crockett,  and  it  regained  tliat  way  to  the  end  of  the  game,  | 

In  a night  game  writh  the  freshiiien  team  of  Southern  Louisiana  Institute  at 
Lafayette,  La.,  on  Hov.  6th,  Fort  Crockett  lost  by  a score  of  45  to  6.  The  game,j 
however,  was  really  interesting  and  full  of  thrills,  the  Crockett  men  battling  , 
hard  against  an  eleven  rated  as  vastly  superior  to  the  varsity. 

The  big  gam.e  with  the  Dr,  Pepper  Bottlers  took  place  on  Hov,  15th.  After  < 
outpla,ying  their  rivals  for  the  entire  first  half,  the  Soldiers  fell  easy  prey 
to  a deadly  aerial  attaci;:  which  the  Bottlers  opened  up  late  in  the  game,  for  ' 
their  first  touchdown.  The  seven- joint  lead  was  too  much  for  Crockett,  and  the 
Pe-ppers  had  little  trouble  in  adding  two.  field  goals  and  another  touchdown  to  t 
make  the  final  count  20  to  0.  Tne  Flyers  were  very  w/eak  on  their  pass  offense  } 

and  defense,  but  showed  a world  of  power  in  a charging  line  that  threw/  their  | 

opponents  for  one  loss  after  another. 

The  football  team  at  Randolph  Field  is  made  up  of  enlisted  men  from  I 

Randolph  Field  and  a fe\w  w/ho  are  placed  on  detached  service  from  Brooks  Field. 

To  date,  no  officers  have  played  on  the  team  in  any  game.  All  students  are  re- 
stricted from  playing  in  any  game,  due  to -the  fact  that  they  might  receive  in- 
juries which  vrauld  interfere  with  their  training.  The  men  who  make  up  the  team 
are  all  new  to  each  other,  some  of  them  coming  from  March  Field,  some  from  Kelly 
Field,  Fort  Warren,  Fort  Sill  and  Brooks  Field.  However,  they  are  working  to- 
gether very  w/ell  as  a team,  ■considering  the  fact  that  this  is  the  first  season 
they  ever  played  together.  Due  to  the  fact  tliat  the  field  was  opened  at  a late 
date, 'no  pre-season  games  were  arranged. 

Up  to  this  w/riting,  Randol-ph  Field  lost  four  games,  being  defeated  by  Fort 
Crockett,  the  Field  Artillery,  the  23rd-  Infantry  and  the  9th  Infantry.  The 
usual  game  played  between  Brooks  and  KaLly  Field  now  being  a thing  of  the  past, 
Randolph  and  Kelly  were  scheduled  to  play  at  Fort  Sai'o  Houston  on  Tiianksgiving 
Day.  Randolph  Field  will  enter  a team  in 'the  8th  Corps  Area  Tournament  -wdiich 
starts  in  San  Antonio  on  December  4th,  all  games  to  be  played  at  the  League 
Park.  ' — . — 

Scott  Field  football  team  lost  a close  game  on  Hov.  15th  to -the  Trojans  of 
St.  Louis  by  a 7 to  6 score.  About  1800  spectators  witnessed  'this  contest  at 
Scott  Field.  Tliis  Wcus  the  same  teaiii  T?7hich  Scott  defeated  by  a six  touchdow/n 
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margin  earlier  in  the  season.  !Hae  irnrjroved  nlay  of  the  visitors,  coupled  with 
the  many  injuries  received  oy  the  Scott  end'and  hachfield  players,  made  this 
contest  an  oven  one.  Both  of  the  ends  and  thrae  of  the  first  string  hacks  h.ad 
to  watch  the  game  from  the  side  lines.  Che  first  hald  Brought  no  score, although 
the  home  team  had  a sli^at  edge  in  play,  especially  defensively.  Late  in  the 
third  quarter,  on  a fourth  domi,  a Scott  hack  attempted  to  C8.tch  a Trojan  pass 
instead  of  hatting  it  down.  The  *oall,  after  being  ju.ggled  twice,  landed  in  a 
Trojan  player’s  arms  on  the  8- yard  line,  and  one  play  wa.s  sufficient  to  pat  it 
over.  A forward  pass  scored  the  extra  point. 

Scott  came  hack  with  a fine  sustained  drive  of  about  65  yards  in  the  last 
quarter  for  its  touchdown,  hut  the  place  kick  for  the  extra  point  was  blocked. 


Fourth  Composite  CTroii-o.  Pichols  Field.  P.I.,  Oct.  6th. 

66th  Service  Squadron;  Manila  night  life  seems  to  get  our  bachelor  officers 
down,  as  the  following  clipping  from  the  Manila  Ifelly  Bo.lletin  would  indicate: 

"prominent  Army  Officer  He  turns  from  Bapuio.  Lieut,  Jaanes  S.  Stowell , Manila 
playboy  and  well  known  local  clubman,  returned  Wednesday  from  a visit  to  Baguio. 
Lieut.  Stcwell  has  been  recuperating  in  the  Mountain  Province  in  anticipation  of 
a gay  social  season  in  Ifenila." 

2nd  Observation  Squadron:  The  Squadron  furnished  12  air-olanes  for  an  aerial 
review  and  inspection  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  sent  nine  to  Fort  McKinley 
the  follov/ing  day  for  another  review  for  the  Secretary. 

For  individual  combat  missions,  machine  guns  were  installed  in  the  rea* 
cockpits  of  several  0-190* s,  and  the  observers  in  those  ships  were  given  an  op- 
portunity to  simulate  war  time  flying.  After  trying  to  train  a machine  gun  oh 
an  enemy  plane  from  a bouncing  codcoit,  several  observers  were  heard  to  agree 
with  Sherri',an*s  opinion  of  war. 

The  Gonmanding  Officer  of  this  organization,  with  the  ap^ro^/al  of  Major 
Brooks,  Post  Commander,  declared  a holiday  for  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  of 
the  Squadi'on  on  Sept.  16th,  due  to  the  excellent  perfoimance  of  duties  in  the 
past  and  during  t?ae  inspection  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  A picnic  at  the  Galamba 
Sugar  Estate  was  decided  upon,  and  the  Squadron  arrived  there  early  in  the  morn- 
ing  by  car  and  -plane,  ready  to  a.ttack  the  ea,ts  awaiting  them. 

The  edge  of  thirst  and  hunger  worn  off,  different ' -forms  of  amusement  were 
Investi.^ted.  Tedn..  Sgt.  Hoijer  and  Staff  Sgt.  Lester  took  charge  as  msters  of 
ceremonies,  w'ith  thr  result  that  all  men  took  a dip  in  the  swimming  -oool,  full 
pack,  -wihether  they  wished  to  or  not.  Those  who  objected  hit  with  a bigger 
splash.  A Icangaroo  court  was  also  held,  with  Sgts.  Hoijer  and  Lester  as  accusers 
and  judges.  With  this  satisfactory  arrangement,  -none  of  the  defendants  escaped 
sentence.  About  4:00  p.m. , the  -party  broke  up  snd  sta,rted  homewfard.  Everyone 
said^the  outing  was  second  Jro  none  the  Sq-oadron  ever  had,  all  of  which  w'as  made 
possible  by  the  wonderful  generosity  of  the  Galamba  Sugar  Estate.  We  extend  our 
most  sincere  tlmnks  to  them  for  their  cooperation. 

6th  Photo  Section.  Tiie  Photo  Section  was  kept  "ousy  during  the  month  smpply- 
ing  pictures  of  the  Secretary  of  War’s  arrival  in  the  Philippines  and  of  his  in- 
spection of  all  the  airplanes  of  the  4th  Composite  Grcai").  From,  the  large  smile 
on  the  Secretary’s  face^  he  was  mighty  well  pleased  with  the  aerial  review. 

Lieut,  ^Ployer  P,  Hill  and  family  de-parted  for  nearly  three  months*  vacation 
in  China  and  Japan.  Lieut.  James  S.  Stowell,  viio  assiumed  coimnand  of  the  Section 
on  -the  degjarture  of  Lieut.  Hill,  also  departed  for  a ten-day  vacation  to  Baguio. 
During  his  absence,  Lieut,  R.W.  G-ibson  directed  o-perations. 

28.tli  Bombardment  Sq-uadron:  Nine  B-3A  Bombers  , led  by  Captain  Black,  ^^a-rti- 
cipated  in  a cross- co-untry  formation  fli^.t  to  Laoag,  Ilocos  Norte,  255  miles 
northwest  of  Nichols  Field.  Pilots  raalcing  up  the  formation  were  Ifeijor  Brooks, 
Captains  Black,  Gaines,  Lieuts.  Zettel,  Colman,  Stowell,  Malone,  McCormick  and 
Huggins.  TTie  jourpose  of  this,  the  first  long;  cross-country  flight  attempted 
since  the  beginning  of  the  rainy  season,  was  to  try  out  the  landing  field  at 
Laoag,  where  Bombers  have  never  attempted  to  land  before. 

October^  1st  oipened  the  training  season  for  bombers  and  aerial  gunners.  Inci- 
dentally, -this  year  we  are  training  enlisted  personnel  as  well  as  officers  in  this 
work,  and  it  is  whispered  about  that  the  officers  are  in  for  some  heavy  competi- 
tion. Our  prospective  enlisted  bombers  are  Sg:ts,  Grant,  Nero,  Mathews,  Kelml, 
Harvey,  Olson,  Norich,  Bulloch,  Young,  Ermey,  Scliultz  and  Kolins.  P’or  our  Bombers 
We  have  Sgts.  Linard,  Drobin,  Martini,  Dexter,  Kirby,  Ross,  Johnson,  Cipls,  Lambert, 
Trammel,  Needles,  ^Pvts.  FirAilo  stein,  Lester,  ’^lite,  Shiplett,  Fonjmian,  ’ Guy,  Walker , 
mrphy,  Sweet,  Pringle,  Fridas,  Dillion,  Kruskey.  Well^  here’s  looking  to  some 
hi^.  record-breaking  scores. 

e 4.  Group  was  inspected  by  Hon,  Patrick  J.  Earley,  Secretary  of  War,  on 

bept,  lltn.  He ^ found  everything  on  the  field  ship  shagje,  26  planes  passing  in 
review  bex  ore  him.  After  the  inspectio-n  was  comoleted",  he  corm-jlimented  the  Gro-ap 
“tke  splendid  show  -out  on  for  him  with  those  famous  last  words: 

"Well  Done." 
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IlTSPEOTIOiT  Division  nOTSS 


Cross  Country  Envelo-oes 

In  order  to  insure  tlia,t  cross- count rv  envelopes  contain  at  all  times  the 
items  listed  in  Air  Corps  Circulars  15-67  and  15-B7A,  and  in  order  to  facilitate 
their  proper  maintenance,  it  is  suggested  and  recommended  that  uhen  envelopes 
are  assembled  and  ready  for  issue  they  he  sealed  hy  using  a heavy  niece  of’  ^/hite 
paper  (gummed  if  possible)  o inches  vide  and  d-  inches  long,  upon  ^vhich  is  typed 
the  following  information,  amended  as  recfuired. 


EITVEIOPS  m.  1 COHT.U:Ml\rG 
TAX  EXEIvCPTIOE  CERTIEICATE 
W-90004  to  W-90020  IITCL. 

PLEASE  RETIBIJ  TO  OPEHATIOES  OEEICER, 
SELEHIDGE  EIELD,  MT.  CLElvIEES,  MICH. 

DCT.TOE 

Tills  SEAL  EOT  TO  3E  REMOVED  OH  TORE 
UELESS  liaCESSMY  TO  CORPJjCT  OR  USE 
COOTEETS . 


By  using  the  above  seal  on  all  cross-country  envelones,  it  v/ill  not  be  ne- 
cessary, once  the  envelopes  are  nrenared  for  issue,  to  a'ge.in  check  the  envelope 
until  such  time  as  it  is"” necessary  to  chang’e  contents  or  unless  the  seal  has 
been  broken  by  personnel  on  cross-country  flights. 

AIR  CORPS  CIRCULAR  6®- 6 

Various  methods  are  now  eimUoyed  at  Air  Cor-'s  stations  for  the  murmose  of 
complying  vdth  paragramh  2 d,  Air  Corps  Circular  SO-6,  dated  August  18,  1923,  A 
visual  \7all  cliart  very’ similar  to  the"  one  below  has  been  in  use  in  the  Opera- 
tions Office,  Bolling  Eield,  Yi/'ashington,  D,C.,  since  the  issuance  of  this  Circu- 
lar and  lias  proven  idea.l  for  the  maintenance  of  the  recuired  record.  These 
charts  may  be  made  in  any  length  and  width,  according  to  the  needs  of  the  sta- 
tion, and  furnish  at  a glance  the  various  tyiies  of  aircraft  for  vfnich  pilots  at 
the  station  have  demonstrated  a].i  operating  Imowledge  of  the  starting  ignition 
and  fuel  systems  and  their  control'! 

It  is  recommended  in  all  cases  where  this  chart  or  a similar  one  is  initiat- 
ed that  it  be  maintained  in  the  office  of  the  station  Operations  Officer. 


RECORD  OE  COMPLIiiECE  DTTH  AIR  CORPS  CIRCUL/IR  SO-6 


TAPES  OE 

’ AIRCR.AET 

Eame  and  Ranlr 

PT-3  “■] 

" 02-H  ■ ] 

i BT-23 

B-3A 

C-4A 

Y1C-14“ 

Anderson,  John,  1st  Lt. 

• 1 

10-31-30  I 

10-21-30 

1 ] 

1-6-31 

6-7-31 

10-14-31 

Broim,  William,  Capt. 

1-9-29 

i 

1-9-29 

j 

. 6-15-31 

10-15-31 

Jones,  John,  Major 

1 

1 

Smith,  Bill,  2nd  Lt. 

7-10-31 . 

, 7-10-31 



7-10-31 

j 

1 7-10-31 
i 

Williams,  Roy,  Capt. 

8-10-30 

1 8-10-30 
! 

1 6-10-31 

I 8-1-31 

j 4-23-31 

11-10-31 

Eote;  ViJhen  chart  is  initiated,  personnel  should  be  listed  in  alpliaoetical  order 
regardless  of  rank,  udth  sufficient  space  between  each  letter  for  additions. 

oOo 


UESATISEACTORY  REPORTS 

During  recent _ technical  insuections  conducted  by  reuresentatives  from  this 
01 X ice,  many  unsatisfactory  uerformances  of  aircraft  and" equimment  have  oeen  re- 
portea  to  the  inspecting  officers  concerning  T/hich,  subsequent  investigation  dis- 
closeo.,  no  Unsatisfactory  Remort,  Air  Corns  Eorm  Eo.  54,  had  been  submitted.  In 

V-6214,  A.C. 


mansr  cases  the  negative  report  required  hy  -paragraph  2 h,  Air  Corps  Circular 
15“54  had  not  "been  submitted  -where  no  -unsatisfactory  performances"  occurred  in 
the  reporting  activity  during  the  month. 

If  Unsatisfactory  Heports  in  all  cases  are  not  conscientiously  prepared 
and  submitted,  the  Alateriel  Division  has  no  means  of  knowing  the  various  mainten- 
ance difficulties  arising  in  the  field  and  is  therefore  unable  to  take  proper 
corrective  action.  Ifeglect  in  the  submitting  of  Unsatisfactory  Eeports"may  even 
result  in  loss  of  life. 

It  is  especially  recommended  that  officers  in  charge  nf  Station,  G-roup  and 
Organization  technical  departments,  such  as:  Photographic,  ParacluL-te,  Communica- 
tion^ and  Armament  Sections,  make  frecruent  use  of  the  Unsa-tisfactory  Re-oort  and 
submit  immediate  re-ports  of  all  unsa-t^isfactory  performances  of  equipment  occur- 
ring in  their  respective  activities  in  order  that  such  eg-uipment  can  be  improved 
as  rauidLy  as  possible.  Station  Engineering  Officers  could  assist  materially 
if,  when  there  is  forwarded  tlirougli  them  an  Unsatisfactory  Report  (as  required 
by  paragraph  2 a,  AC  Circular  15-54)  they  investigate  to  determine  if  the  diffi- 
culty is  being  experienced  in  other  organizations  or  departments  at  the  station 
and  include  such  information  in  their  comi-nents  which  are  added  to  the  Unsatis- 
factory Reports, 

Many  station  activities  are  now  n-umhering  Unsatisfactory  Reports.  As  this 
facilitates  filing  and  reference,  it  is  recoi'imended  that  All  Unsatisfactory  Re- 
ports be  numbered  serially  by  each  Station  Engineering  Officer,  commencing  with 
Dumber  1 and  continuing  consecutive]:/  throughout  each  calendar  year. 

oOo- — 


'Ihe  following  Technical  Orders  and  Letters  have  been  issued  since  the  last 
issue  of  the  Air  Corps  Dev^rs  Letter  on  November  9,  1931; 


Date  and  Ho, 

9/15/31 
TO-Oa-5 
10/22/31 
TO- 01-1-82 

10/27/31 

TO-10-5-1 

10/30/31 
TO- 06-10-1  ■ 

11/1/31 
TO.  00-0- 8. 
11/23/31 
TL-31-95 

11/13/31 
HL- 31-115 

11/23/31 

TL~31-127 

11/19/31 

TL-31-195 

11/21/31 

TL-51-213 

11/23/31 

51-262 

11/10/31 
TIr- 31-278 

11/7/31 

Trr-31-279 


11/19/31 

DL-31-280 


11/9/31 
TL- 31-282 
11/16/31 
TL-31-283 


Suhiect  Distribution 

Technical  Orders,  General  provisions  - General 
explanation  of  system  and" distribution. 

Airplanes  and  Parts,  General  use,  care  General 
and  disposition  of  small 'pump  and  pressure 
type  fire  extinguishers. 

^Photographic  Souipment , Chemicals  and  sen-  General 
sitized  materials  - containers  for  and 
storage  of. 

Fuels  and  Lubricants,  Aircraft-engine  General 
lubricating  oil  - storage  and  use. 

Monthly  Index  of  Teclmical  Instructions  General 

Replacement  of  impeller  shaft  hearing  All  Depots  and  C'hanute 
■part  Ho.  105,  at  overhaul  of  all  SR  1340 
type  engines. 

Replacement  of  spring  drives  in  Leece-  All  Depots  and  Chanute 
Neville  S-3  and  E-4  generators 

V-1150  and  V-1570  fuel  -mmp  drive . (Re-  All  depots  except  Panama, 
working  of  housings  and  shafts). 

Bearings  oversize  on  outside  diameter  Uright,  Chanute:,"  FAD, J4A.D, 
for  V,  GV  and  GIY-1570  engines.  (Re-placing  SA^,  and  ILID, 
ing  letter  same  Ho.  of  6/25/51). 

Reworking  -pilots  safety  belt  assemblies  General 
Ho.  074-C35. 

Modification  of  main  bearings  and  Clianute,  FAD,  MD,  ShAD, 

journals  Hos.  & & Q on  GV  and  GI7~1570  and  RAD. 

engines, 

Gheckihg- electrode  clearance  with  tern-  Chanute  and  all  Depots, 
-plate  Ho. 4-140  in  scintilla  type  V-AG 
9-D  Magnetos, 

Towing  targets  with  model  C-6A  aimolanes  Bolling, Crissy, Crockett , 

France , Langley , Luke , Mar  ch 
Mi tchel, Self ridge,  West 
P T . , Hi cho 1 s , Hawaii , Ph i 1 
ippines  and  Panama  A.D. 

Ins-pection  of  Wing  Terra-inal  Fittings  on  Bollirig, France , Luke, March, 
F-12,  P-12B,  P-12C,  P-12D  and  P-12E  air-  Mather .Makwell, 4th  Comp, 

plane  s . Group , Self  ridge , friglit 

and  all  De-pots. 

Change  in  installation  of  windshield  cia  Wright  and  all  Depots 
P-12B,  P-12C  and  P-12D  airplanes. 

Ins-pection  and  resoldering  of  clip--oilot  General 
parachute  frame,  Dwg  #066397 


-455- 


V-6214,  A.C. 


11/11/31 

IIr-31~284 

11/11/31 

11-51-285 

11/25/31 

TIr.31-288 

11/18/31 
TL- 31-28 9 

11/19/31 

TIr-31-290 

11/20/31 
TL- 31-291 

11/19/51 
TIr- 31-293 


Change  on  insitrunieiit  ooard  on  .33A, 
YlBl  and  YljBS  airplanes. 

Reinforcement  of  tail  post  on  Rord 
airplanes. 

Rlare  equipment  for  C-7  and  C-7A 
airplanes. 


B5A,  Wright  and  all  Depots,. 

C-4A  Wright  and  RAI),  IvlAD.EAD, 

and  SAAD 

Br 0 oks , Mar ch , Mi t chel , 
RAD,  RAD  and  SAA.D. 


Instructions  on  the  operation  and  main- 
tenance of  King-Seeley  fuel  gauge. 

Replacement  cf  clc:,..,p  , landing  gear  azle 
fairing  on  P-12B  airplanes. 

Replacement  of  acceleration  pump  lever 
IJo.  P-14022  on  Stromherg  carturetors. 


Chanut e , Cri s sy , Kelly , Ifer ch 
I/Iather , Me-xr/ell , Self  ridge , 
Wright,  PAD,mD,RAD  & SAAD. 

Bolling,  Prance , Luke , March, 
Mather,i/!iaxv;ell,  4th  Comp.Gr, 
Self ridge  and  all  depots. 
PAD, RAD, SAAD  and  Chanut e. 


Installation  of  carburetor  air  intake  Glianute,  PAD,  !AA,D,RAD,  and 
stack  screens  on  PT^3  airplanes  to  pre-  SAAD. 
vent  rags,  tools,  and  parts  from  entering 
the  carburetor  air  intake. 


oOo 


ADDITIONAL  HOTES  PROM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS  AND  STATIONS 
Bolling  Pield,  Anacostia.  D.C.,  Nov.  19th. 

Stranathan  recently  returned  from  a trip,  carrying  as  :mssengers  Lt.- 
oDl.  Iickel  and  CongTessman  James.  They  were  gone  a little  over  a"month,  and 
during  tn is  time  covered  apurozimately  13,000  miles  and  visited  anuroximately  90 
aiipports.  _ Very  little  trouble  was  encountered  on  the  trip,  and  from  all  ap- 
pearances it  must  brve  been  a •■'leasant  one. 

Our  Commanding  Officer,  fejor  Davidson,  and  General  Pechet  were  among  the 
first  to  open  the  duck  shooting  season.  Tliey  suent  a few  days  down  on 
Chincotea;.gue  Bay. 

On^Noy.  9th,  Afeijor  Davidson,  Capt.  Eaker,  Lieuts.  Umstead  and  Lav/ton  flew  a 
night  mission  to  Middletown  to  attend  the  two-day  Engineering  and  Supnly  Confab. 

^ Lieut.  Goodrich,  our  Photographic  Officer,  Lieut.  Cousland,  Sgts.  Jfetos  and 
Williams  "shot  up"  the  U.  S.S.  AICRON  on  its  visit  here.  Pilm  as  used  as  ammuni- 
tion and  no  misses  were  recorded. 

Lieut s.  Merrick,  Cousland  and  Goodrich  ferried  three  BT-2B  planes  to  San 
Antonio,  Nov.  18th,  returning  by  rail. 

There  are  two  volley  ball  teans  on  the  vost,  composed  of  officers  of  this 
command.  It  has  become  a very  popular  game  among  the” officers  and  it  is  desired 
contests  with  other  good  teams  in  this  vicinity. 

Squash  has  also  become  very  interesting  to  officers  at  the  field.  Some  of 
our  Squash  fais  would  lilce  to  arrange  games  v/ith  other  nearby  post  teams. 

Tne  Bolling  Pield  Basketball  Team  is  starting  its  sea,son  under  the  able 
management  of  Lieut.  Cousland  and  Sgt . Clavadetcher  and  have  moulded  a team  that 
will  prove  worthy  of  their  efforts.  They  have  scheduled  games  ’with  some  of  the 
best  teams  in  the  District  and  nearby  places. 

oOo — - 


PILOTS  GET  DUCKING 

Second  Lieuts.  T.W.  Cravtford  aid  J.P,  Biggerstaff,  of  the  2nd  Bombardment 
Group,  Langley  Pield,  Va.  , "took  the  rap"  on  October  21st,'  when  the  Keystone 
Bomber  in  which  they  vrere  flying  dived  into  back  river.  As  the  aviators  v;ere 
returning  from  a bombing  mission,  one  motor  stopped,  aid  the  pilot,  Mieut. 
Crawford,  could  not  malce  the  field.  In  landing  in  the  water,  the  Bomber  struck 
tail  first  and  whipped  over  on  its  nose.  Lieut.  Biggerstaff,  the  bomber,  \ms 
still  in  the  "golden  chair"  vhen  the  ’lane  ivent  over,  and  he  received  jars,  . 
strains,  tvdsts  and  bruises,  as  well  as  a complete  baptism.  Both  officers  were 
taken  to  the  hospital.  Lieut.  Crawford  was  up  and  about  the  following  day,  but 
Lieut,  Biggerstaff  is  still  recovering  from  his  shake  down. 
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GDhDSAL  DBeKET  BIDS  ADIEU 


TO  THE'  AIH  CORPS 


niVERSAL  regret  prevails  in  Air  Corps  circles,  and  in  other  quarters  as 
I .well,,  over  the  departure  of  :I.:Iaj or- General  James  E.  Pe.chet  as  the  active 
head  of  the  Army  Air  Corps.  ■ This  severance  of  relations  uith  the  branch 
of  the  service  uith  which  he  has  been  affiliated  since  the  early  days  of  the 
World  War  \7as,  of  course,  ex'pected,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  tour 
of  duty  of  Bureau.  Chief  s i and  the  assigimncnts  of  other  staff  .--off  icers  for  that 
matter,  are  limited  to  four  years,  but  it  does  seem  that  these  four  years  have 
been  all  too  short. 

General  Fechet  goes  into  v;ell  -merited  retirement,  that  is  to  say,  as  fa-r 
as  the  Anny  itself  is  concerned,  but  it  is  understood  he  will  continue  his  affil- 
iation with  aviation  matters  in  general  in  a civilian  capacity.  His  tour  of 
duty  as  Chief  of  the  Air  CoriDS  was  marked  by 'substantial  progress  in  this  branch 
of  the'  military  establishment.  It  is  regretted,  of  course,  that  one  of  his 
cherished  ambitions  - acceleration  of  promotion  of  Air,  Corps  officers  - was  not 
fulfilled,  but  this  vas  due  to  circumstances  beyond.  liis  control.  It  would  ap- 
pear that  this  vital  question  is  one  for  the  furture.- to  decide.  One  could  hardly 
feel  optimistic  on  this  -score,  just  now  in  these  days  of  economic  stress,  and 
it  would  seem  that  promotion  legislation-must- bide,  its  time  until  that  day  - 
and.  we  hope  , it.-Will  be  soon  - when- prosperity  has  turned  the  corner  and  is  in 
full  swing  again.  , 

. Notwithstanding  the  inequalities  in_  rai-jk  . which  ■ still  confront,  the  commis- 
sioned pe.rsonnel  of  .the  Air  .Gor'os,  th.eir  moraie  has.  been.,  of  a high  order.  Under 
General  Fechet’s  , regime  there  has  been  a- cora'plete:  tra.nsf ormation  , in  the  flying 
equipment" of  the.  Air.  Corps-',  which  is  now  more  modern.,,-^ Army.piilots  are  highly 
trained- in  the-' .7.;  specialized;  branches  of  ■■ military  e-viation  to  which  they  are 
assigned,  as.  demonstrated  in  the  annue.l  maneuvers , held  in -past  years,  particu- 
larly those  held,  last  Sp.ring.. . : 

The.  Air  Corps,  Y;hieh.,has  prided  itself  , on-  the  system  of  flying  training' 
given  students  at  its  flying  schools ,- has -now -even  more  reason  to  harbor  this 
high  regard  for  it.,  , with,  the  .estaolisliment-  of  .Randolph  Field,  Texas,  as  the 
Air  Corps  .Training  Center.  This  flying  ins tit'uti on  is , . qf.  itself , a -monument 
'to  General  Fechet’s  adi-ainistration,  but  many  more  projects  looking  to  the  ■ 
progressive,  development,  of  the  Air  Corps  vrere- realized  diiring,  that  time,  chief 
among  which  were  the  steps  -taltien  to  carry  out  the  .provisions  Of  the  Five-Year 
Expansion  Program,  v/hich  has  serve.d  to  bolster  irp  the  commissioned  and  enlisted 
personnel  and  supplied  them  with  their  necessary  stock  in  trade  - airplanes. 

It  would  only  be  echoing  the  sentiments' o:f',al'l  Air  Corps  personnel  to  ex- 
tend to  General  Fechet  our  sincerest  v/ishes  for  happiness  and  pros'peri-fcy  in 
civil  .life,  and  to,  character ize,  the  task  he  has.  performed  as  their  Chief  as  one 
"Well  Done..'" ,,  , , , ■ . : 


General  Fechet’s  farewell . to  . the  Air  Corps- :,is  quoted  below,  as  follows; 

"They  say  that  all  things  ^ must  come  to  an  e-nd  some  time.  This  is  particu- 
larly true  in  official  life-,,  .-where  the  days  of  those., holdhiig  office  are  number- 
ed,, literally  speaking.  Four.,  years,. ago , -on  December IS.,  1927.,  when  I took  the 
oath  of  office  as.  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps-,  I hardly- gave  thought  to  the  time  I 
would  retire,  therefrom  ,i.t  s_e.emed,  so- far -av/ay.  .But.'  the  years  have  flown  by 
far  too,  swiftly,  and  December  19 th  ..of  this  ; year  marks.-  . the  completion  of  my 
four- year  tour,  as  well  as  more  than. -33. years*  service  in  the  Army.  They  have 
been  intere.s  ting  and  instr-q.ct.ive  years,  all  of --them:,  .but  the.  most  satisfying 
were  those  four  years  spent  in  directing,  the  Air  Corps..  They  have  been  con- 
structive  yes.rs, . for. ^ during  tha-t.  time  the  Air  Corps-.'. -rwas  in.  the  midst  of  its 
ffY®,“year  expansion,  program,,. •. 

As  Assistant  Chief  of  the. Air  Corps,  I, aided  my  predecessor,  Iviaj or- General 
Mason  M.  Patrick,  in  laying  the  foundation  of  this  new  organization,  and  now" 1 

.-457-  V-6218,  A.C. 


leave  to  my  successor,  Major-General  Benjamin  D.-Boulbia,  the  honor  of  placing 
the  flag  upon  the  capstone  af  a more • completed- edifice. 

I say  with  mu.ch  feeling  that  the  ^nost  gratifying  results  accomplished  dur- 
ing my  tenure  of  office  were  mainly  due  to  the  whole-hearted  support  which  all  ! 

of  you  members  of  the  Air  Corps  have  given  me.  Ho  Chief  could  ask  for  more 
loyalty  and  devotion  to  duty  than  that  vdiich  you  have  accorded  me.  It  is  my 
sincere  hope  tliat  you  will  manifest  the  same  spirit  of  cooperation  towards  my 
successor  and  others  who  follow.  . 

While  I leave  the  active  service  of  the  Army  in  general,  and  the  Air  Corps 
in  particular,  with  the  deepest  regret,  it  is  also  with  a feeling  of  intense 
pride  for  having  been  affiliated  for  so  many  years  with  this  young  and  vigorous 
combat  branch  of  the  Army  which  has  made  its  mark  in  the  general  scheme  of 

things  connected  \7ith  the  National  Defense  of  our  country.  My  name  may  be  sepa- 

rated from  the  active  list,  but  my  heart  will  ever  be  in  sympathy  with  everything 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  military  aviation." 

■ — oOo 

BROOKS  FIELD  BECOllES  STATION  OF  OBSERVATION  GROUP 

Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  has  been  experiencing  a rapid  phantasma- 
goria hardly  exceeded  by  the  "quick  c:^ange"  artist.  The  Air  Corps  Primary  Flying 
School  palled  up  stakes  and  moved  to  their  new  station  at  Randolph  Field,  taking 
many  officers  and  enlisted  and  civilian  personnel.  However,  Lieut .-Colonel  H.B. 
Clagett,  formerly  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Field,  moved  to  Kelly  Field,  where 
he  assumed  command,  and  took  with  him  several  officers  of  Brooks  Field,  among 
them  being  Captains  C.C.  Nutt,  T.S.  Voss,  James  A.  Healey,  C .W.  Ford,  Lieuts. 
Lev;is  A.  Dayton,  W.E.  Balj:er  and  R.C.  lv!!acDonald.  Captain  Healey,  Lieuts.  Dayton 
and  Baker,  Who  filled  the  respective  positions  of  Secretary,  Adjutant  and  Per- 
sonnel Adjutant  of  the  Primary  Flying  School,  are  performing  the  same  duties  for 
the  Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field. 

With  the  departure  of  the  school,  the  12th  Observation  Group  moved  into 
Brooks  Field,  the  first  tactical  organization  to  be  stationed  in  San  Antonio 
. since  the  War.  Major  Frank  D.  Lackland,  who  was  commanding  Dodd  Field,  took 
over  the  command  of  Brooks,  and  the  field  now  includes  the  22nd  Observation 
Squadron,  formerly  of  Maxwell  Field;  the  12th  Observation  Squadron,  12th  Obser- 
vation Group  Headquarters  and  First  Photo  Section,  formerly  of  Dodd  Field;  the 
88th  Observation  Squadron  from  Post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Okla.;  the  58th  Service 
and  62nd  Service  Squadrons,  formerly  vdth  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Flying  School, 
and  retained  at  the  Field  when  it  became  a station  for  the  Tactica.1  Group,  be- 
sides detachments  of  the  Quartermaster,  Signal,  Medical  and  Ordnance  Corps,  num- 
bering 870  enlisted  men  and  a'O'proxiraately  75  officers. 

Under  the  able  direction  of  Major  Lackland,  who  previously  commanded  Fort 
Crockett  and  Dodd  Field,  and  T/ho  is  a graduate  of  the  Command  and  General  Staff 
School  at  Fort  Leavenworth  and  an  officer  of  wide  experience,  the  12th  Observa- 
tion Grou'p  already  has  begun  operations  contingent  upon  the  training  of  air 
officers  in  the  intricacies  of  Observation  tactics. 

roOo 

NHWf  TYPE  OF  INERTIA  STARTER 

A new  type  of  inertia  starter  was  recently  developed  at  the  Materiel  Divi- 
sion, Tfright  Field.  It  consists  of  the  standard  inertia  starter  with  a booster 
magneto  incorporated  in  the  drive  in  such  manner  as  to  mesh  the  booster  with  the 
starter  gears  at  the  same  instant  the  starter  is  engaged  with  the  engine.  The 
total  weight  of  the  nev/  equipment  is  30  pounds,  including  the  booster  magneto 
and  hand  crank.  Necessity  for  separate  booster  magneto  and  control  is  eliminated 
thus  saving  a v/eight  of  ten  pounds  over  the  type  B»ll  which  is  at  present  stand- 
ard. The  new  starter  has  the  further  advantage  of  freeing  the  hand  of  the  pilot 
formerly  used  on  the  booster  for  the  operation  of  the  throttle  and  wabble  pump. 

oOo 

The  Houston  Public  Gchool  System,  at  the  beginning  of  the  February  sem.ester, 
is  going  to  incorporate  in  its  vocational  school  curriculum  aviation  ground 
school  courses.  These  courses  consist  of  Motors,  Navigation,  Meteorology,  and 
Theory  of  Flight.  This  is  being  done  with  the  cooperation  of  the  111th  Observa- 
tion Squadron,  Texas  National  Guard.  The  Instructors  who  have  been  selected  to 
teach  this  course  are  officers  of  this  Squadron. 
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TaALiHiHa  sTMmm  at  hawoisbe  field 
' - 0 

On  SFovera'ber  2nd,  331  students  started  training  at  landolph  Field,  Texas. 
Of  this  number,  113  started  training  on  the  Ba.sic  Stage  and  were  transferred 
from  March  Field,  Calif, , and  Erooks  Field,  Texas.  Starting  training  in  the 
Primary  class  were  213  students,  including  seven  holdovers.  Prior  to  the 
start  of  flying,  eight  students  were  eliminated  for  physical  disqualifications 
The  following  is  a list  of  the  students; 

E.A.SIC  STAGE 


2nd  Lieuts . 

Hefley,  William  T. 
Johnson,  Harry  W. 
Wilson,  Hassell  A, 
Flying  Cadets 
Aring,  Wilbur  ¥, 
Baker , Carl  F . 

Beck,  St e'phen  A . 
Belden,  Lloyd  I. 

Bell,  Jasuer  IT. 

Bird,  A.j'l,  Jr. 
Bogardus,  William  I. 
Bonnell,  William  F. 
Borchers,  Adrian 
Bordelon,  Henry  0. 
Borgers,  Eldor  W. 
Brady,  Robert  VT. 
Brannon,  William  F. 
Bra  shear,  T/Iaurice  P. 
Brockliss,  Cedric  J. 
Bruce,'  James  L. 
Cahill,  Ivlartin  B. 
Cassady,  George  S. 
Cazier,  Franlc  W. 
Chri'stner,  John  W. 
Churchill , Rando Iph  E . 
Clark,  Glenn  C. 

Clark,  William  L. 
Combes t,  TTilliam  L. 
Cooper,  Robert  E.  Jr. 
Co  r r igan , ikrme 1 1 J , 
Cbursey,  Harry 
Cox,  Dudley  S. 

Cok,  Homer  M. 

Culler,  Harry  H. 
Davis,  William  E. 
Deavenport,  James  M. 
Dernier,  Marvin  C. 
Ditzen,  William  G. 

Cantain 

Welch,  Clarence  H. 

1st  Lieuts., 

Conway,  Harold  J. 
Hinds,  John  H. 
Kirkendall,  John  P. 

2nd  Lieuts. 

Arnett,  Charles  T. 
Kohler,  Join  F.M. 
Skinner,  Merson'L. 

2nd  Lieuts . 

Military  Academy 

Adams,  Andrew  J. 
Arnold,  Milton  W.  • 
Bard,  Charles  R. 

Barr,  John  E. 

Beck,  Theodor  J. 


Flying  Cadets 
Doherty,  John  C. 
Duckworth,  Hubert  B,' 
Eaker,  -Carl  H. 

Earle , Lloyd  W, 

Flower,  Scott 
Fouche,  John  S. , Jr, 
Freyer,  Frederick  R. 
Gates,  Thomas  L. 

George , Clifton  V. 
Giffe,  'George  M. 
Glasgow,  Marvin  C. 
Govoni,  George  L. 
Haamaan,  DonaAd  W,- 
Haley,  Olin  K. 

Hamilton,  Edward  1. 
Hanspeter,  Paul  J. 
Harris  , Clyde  C . 

Harris  , Lester  S . 
Henderson,  Richard  W. 
Hill,  Robert  L. , Jr. 
Hoffman,  Cecil  R. 
Horvath,  Lewis,  Jr. 
Hughes,  Louis  R. 

Hunt,-  Jack  S. 

Hunt,  Wilburn  R, 

Hurst,  Don  L . 
Hutcherson,  Benj . F. 
Jackson,  Edmund  L. 
Jarmon,  Robert  S . 

Jobs on,  Theron  S . 
Johnson,  William  W.  Jr, 
Kane,  John  R. 

Keenan,  Gregory  F. 

Krug,  Lester  E. 
Lancaster,  David  B.  Jr, 
Lovelace,  William  T. 
McCormick,  Paul 
Macke lean,  Howard  W. 
PRIMilRY  STAGE  . 

2nd  Lieuts . 

Milj.tary  Academy 
Beebe,  Royden  E.-  Jr. 
Bell,  William  J. 

Berg,  Frederick  T. 
Blake,  Gordon  A. 
B].anning,  James  C. 
Blunda,  Gaspare  F. 

Bond,  Van  h'.  . 

Bowman,  Wendell  W. 

Boyd,  Richai’d  K. 

Brovn,  Robert  Q,. 
Callahan,  Daniel  F. , Jr, 
Cardell,,'  Robert  L. 
Carlisle,  James  H. 
Carlmark,  Carl  W.. 
Carlson,  Gunnard  W. 
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Flying  Cadets 
Ifet thews , James  M. 

■ Mat  thews , Franci s H . 
Moody,  Howard  A. 
Moore,  Ralph  J. 
Mosman,  Ormond  J. 
Moyers,  Franlc  H. 
Ivfurchison,  George  M. 
Heal,  Jesse 
Helson,  Ds-vid  R. 
Huckols,  William  P. 
Oglesby,  Walter  A. 
O’Hara,  i^ron  G. 
Parrish,  Noel  F. 
Pajne,  Samuel  V. 
Philip,  Donald  E. 
Purser,  Brittain  H. 
Qualm,  Joseph  R. 
Randolph,  Jack  L. 
Reynolds,  Roger  M. 
Ricliardson,  Harold  G. 
Searles,  Hathan  F. 

She  f f i eld,  Dougla s A . 
Shockley,  Moir  L. 
Smith,  Elton 
Spake,  Jolin  P. 
Spronger,  Hoble  0. 
Stevers,  Fred  D. 
Swift,  Henry  H. 
Thruelsen,  Richard  D. 
Trimble,  William  L. 
Unruh,  Marion  D. 

Ward,  Roy  P. 

Was sell,  Ralph  L. 
Weller,  Richard  C, 
Woolley,  Paul  S. 

Wo  rlcman , Jane  s T . 
Selazo,  Steve  L. 

Zuck,  Carol  W. 

2nd  Lieuts. 
Military  Academy 
Carroll,  Joseph  F. 
Carter,  Richard  S. 
Cather,  Leo  W, 

Corbett , James  B. 
Daley , ,Jolm  P. 

Damberg,'  -Carl  F*,  '' 
Davis,  William  D. 

Dens ford,  Charles  F. 
Diestel,  Chester  J. 
Dougher,  Charles  B. 
Dudley,' .Hov/ard  H. 
Duffy,  Marcellus 
Eaton,  Robert  E.L. 
Feagin,  John  A. 
Fletcher,  George  E. 
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Predericlc,  Charles 
Falton , ■So'bert  ,F. 
Gordon,  John  ,C. 
Griffith,  Rassell  H. 
Gaenther,  Louis  A. 
Hampton,  William  A. 
Hanmer,  Stephen  R. 
Hartman,  George  R. 
Haynes,  Ashton  M. 
Helms,  Jolni  T. 

Hickey,  Terrence  R.J. 
HockenLerry , Earle  W. 
Hoy,  Charles  E. 

Humker,  Charles  I., .Jr 
Hutchison,  David  W. 
Isbell,  William  H. , Jr, 
Jackson,  Irving  ¥. 
Kerwin,  Arthur  R.  Jr. 
Kunish,  Lester. L. 


Lee,  Robert  M; 

Deeper,  Earle  B. 
Lester,  Rasmiond  T. 
Levenick,  I/aynard  11. 
Lichirie,  Cornelius  A. 
Little,  Donald  C. 
McClellan,  Jaiiaes  T. 
McGov/en,  Clarence  D. 
McVea,  A.J. 

McLa.ughlin,  Victor  J. 
Ife-honey,  William  J. 
Miller,  Paul  G. 
Mitchell,  Elmo  C. 
Mooney,  Henry  K, 

Moore,  Ernest 
Motherwell,  David  H. 
^faenter,  Hilbert  E. 
Parham,  William  L. 
Read,  John  W.M. 


Roller,  Harry  G. 
Skeldon,  John  R. 

Smart , Jacob  E. 

Stiness,  Philip  B. 
Strother,  Dean  C. 
Stunkard,  Robert  A. 
Thomas,  Marvin  L. 
Thompson,  Elmer  L. 

Timbe  r lake , Edw . • J . , Jr 
Dhlman,  Harold  R, 
Walker,  Edwin  A. 

Ward,  Peter  0. 

Williams,  Gerald  E. 
Williams,  Hoyt  D. 

Wise,  Richard  H. 
Woodward,  William  R, 
Yates,  Donald  H, 

Young  , Millard  C. 


PRIMARY  S'DAGE  - 2HD.  LIEUTBiaiTTS , MILITARY  ACADE?,g 

E. 


ELYIHG  CADETS 


Aldahl,  Joice  E. 

Amber,  Charles  J, 
Amorous,  William  W, 
Blade,  Allen  P, 

Bogen,  William  T. 
Bowers,  Cleo  L. 

Ear dz inski,  Bernard  E. 
Byers.,  Edward  Th 
Cal dar a , Jos eph  D . 
Carter,  Riley  'B. 
Chapman,  John  L. 
Claassen,  Clayton  B. 
Collier,  Claire  B. 
Cooper,  IVJarcus  E. 
Corley,  CVainn  M. 
Cothran,  John  A. 

Cowing’,  Charles  A. 
Crutcher,  Harry,  Jr. 
Dahl,  Harold  E. 

Darnell,  Cecil 
Dittrich,  Chas.  M.  Jr. 
Doole,  Geo.  A.  Jr. 
Ducrest,  James  R. 

Earp,  James  W. 
Eisenmann,  Saiiuel  B.  ,Jr 
Eator,'  Jephtha  W. 

Eord,  Vincent 
Eraser,  Lloyd  D. 

Furlow,  Jane'S  W. 

Gavin,  Edward  M. 
Gebelin,  John,  Jr. 
Gephart,  Laurel.  J. 
Gettys,  James  T. , Jr, 


Gruver,  Dorsey  3. 
Halvorsen,  Lars  J. 

Harmon,  Harold  D. 

Hart,  John  B. 

Hearne,  Willian  E. 

Howard,  Tom  R.  ' 

Hunter,  Dwight  H. 
Hutchinson,  Donald  R., 
Jafboe,  'Max  E. 

Johnson,  Earl  D. 

Joyce,  Edwin  A . 

Kelley,  Joseuh  J. 

King,  Janes  E. 
lO-einoeder,  Leonard  P. 
Koch,  William  A. 

Laughlin,  Jess  M. 

Lesesne,  Chas.  H.  ,'  Jr.. 
Lowrie,  Theodore  W. 
Luicehart , Luther  H . 
LUihpkin,  Charles  R. 
McAllister,  Willian' G. 
Iv'Ia.nchester , Horace  H.  , Jr 
I\^ngeu,  Albert  J, 

*I.fe.r shall,  Riley  H., 
fertine,  Lawrence  L. 
Miller,  Clark  L. 

Miller,  John  A. 

Mims,  Bert  P. 

Montgomery,  Malvin 
Moore,  Edwin  M. 
Iviiehleisen,  Do  If  E. 
Nelson,  Carl  .A. 

Nucko.lls,  Bnmett  B. 


Oppenheim,  Russell  I. 
Pettigrew,  Bruce  C. 
Plummer,  Everett  C. 
Prime , Ei'ank  J . 

Re iff,  Allan  E. 
Renshaw,  Harry  N. 
Rogers , Craven  C . 
■Rosas CO,  Walter  L. 
Rose,  William  A. 
Rutherford,  Stuart  E. 
Shedd,  Morris  H. 

Short , Henry  3. 

Sindo,  William  J. 
Skaer,  Arthur  H, , Jr. 
Smith,  John  H. 
Stackhouse,  Walter  C. 
Stophlet,  Ricliard  B. 
Stouff,  Charles  W. 

S tue  rme  r , Henry  J . 
Sweet ser , Luther  W, , Jr 
Thomas,  Albert  J. 
'Thomas,  John  B.  ' 

Tibbs,  Orville  E. 
Vavrina,  Richard  E.' 

' Wackwi  t z , Donal  d N . 
Webb,  Lynn  H. 

Whitlock,  Howard  W. 
Tfood,  Clyde  H. , Jr. 
Woodward,  Raymond  C. 
Worrall,  Charles  H. 
Yarborough,  John  M. 
Zon^cer,  Leonard  E. 


NONCOMISSIONED  QEEICERS  TRAINING  IN  -GRADE 


Kolb,  Julius  A. , Master  Sergeant 
Field, V Charles  B. , Technical  Sergeant 
Stockwell,  Raymond,  Technical  Sergeant 
Walsh',  Lainbert  C.-,  Technical  Sergeant- 
Hanson,  Arthur,  Staff  Sergeant 


Lovvorn,  Ancel  L. , Staff  Sergeant 
Martin,  Morris,  Staff  Sergeant 
Rureska,  Henry  J. , Staff  Sergeant 
White,  Andrew,  Staff  Sergeant 
Cunningham,  Charles  C. , Sergeant 


FOREIGN  STUDEilTS 


Baier,  Eberhart  Er,  Captain,  German  Army,  Wan,  Charles  C. , Chinese  student 
deLeon,  Nicholas  H. , 1st  Lieut.,  Guatemala  Yuinn,  Roy  C. , Chinese  student. 


' The  following  students  who  reported  for  flying  training  with  the  November 
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class  were  found  to  de  physically  discfualif ied: 

2nd  Lieut.  Frank  Kowalski,  Jr.,  (Q,.M,C.),  Flying  Cadets  Daniel  C.  Edwards, 
Jr,,  Harvey  E.  Hartline,  Elmer  L,  Koup,  Henry  L.  McClellan,  Herman  G. Shockley, 
Laurence  E.  Shumaker,  and  Tech.  Sgt.  Lambert  C.  Walsh, 

■ — oOo- — 

■ FLYING  LABOMTORY  USED  TO  TEST  RADIO  SETS 

The  Ford  tri-motor  airiDlane,  which  is  equipped  as  a flying  radio  labora- 
tory, left  its  home  base  at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  recently  to  spend  a 
few  days  at  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. , in  connection  with  the  testing  of  Western 
Electric  Comi'nahd  Sets.  These  sets,  installed  in  airplanes  of  the  Firdt  Pursuit 
Group,  were  recently  reworked  at  Wright  Field. 

Captain  Rives  of  the  Signal  Corps,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Robe  of  the  Air 
Corps  Jfeteriel  Division  at  Dayton,  and  Lieut.  Halloman,  pilot,  made  up  the 
party,  and  were  joined  at  Self ridge  Field  by  Mr.  Brymer,  engineer  for  Western 
Electric.  Much  valuable  information  was  obtained  by  the  pilots  of  the  Group 
flying  planes  equipped  with  the  sets  and  aided  in  their  tests  by  the  personnel 
of  the  flying  laboratory. 

— oOo— 

liAIL  PICK-UP  DEVICE  DEMONSTRATED  AT  WRIGHT  FIELD,  OHIO. 

A demonstration  vas  recently  made  at  Wright  Field  of  the  Cabot  Aerial  Pick- 
up Device  T,hich  facilitates  the  collecting  of- mail  or  message  bags  by  an  air- 
plane wit?aout  landing.  This  equipment  consists  mainly  of  a truck  from  an  axle 
of  which  rise  two  20-ft.  uprights  at  the  head  end  of  the  car.  The  top  of  the 
uprights  are  15  feet  apart.  Between  them  is  stretched  shock  cord,  to  an  exten- 
sion of  which  is  attached  the  mail  or  message  bag.  The  airplane  picking  up  the 
bag  flies  above  and  between  these  u'orights  in  such  a manner  that  a hooking  de- 
vice extending  from  beneath  the  plane  catches  up  the  60  feet  of  shock  cord  "Ith 

its  attached  bag,  the  pilot  winding  u-p  the  cord  on  a windlass  situated  in  the 

cockpit  and  drawing  the  bag  into  the  plane  through  a trap  door  placed  in  the 

bottom. 

An  unusual  feature  of  the  device  is  the  catapult,  arrangement.  Upon  the 
truck  is  laid  a 12-foot  runway  upon  which  moves  a carrier.  The  mail  or  message 
sack  attached  to  the  shock  cord  is  placed  in  this  carrier.  The  moment  the  hook 
from  the  plane  strikes  the  shock  cord,  a trigger  is  sprung  which  releases  shock 
cord  under  high  tension  attached  to  the  carrier  and  catapults  the  carrier  down 
the  track.  Thus,  when  the  hook. of  the  plane  drags  up  the  message  bag,  it  has 
already  been  set  moving  in  the  direction  of  the  plane  and  at  the  same  approxi- 
mate speed  at  which  the  plane  is  traveling,  so  that  neither  shock  nor  the  ef- 
fects of  shock  are  experienced  by  either  pilot  or  plane.  The  speed  of  the  car 
upon  release  is  usually  set  for  70  ra.p.h.  This  speed  can  be  distinctly  increas- 
ed, however,,  by  a.  tighter  winding  of  the  windlass  which  controls  the  sjpeed  of 
the  car. 

The  pick-up  device  on  the  plane  is  likewise  ingenious.  The  windlass  is 
automatically  operated.  A steel  pick-u'p  pole,  12  feet  long,  and  clamped  beneath 
the  fuselage,  contains  a groove  in  which  the  pick-up  hook  rides.  Eiis  pole  is 
let  down  by  one  end  changing  vertically  as  the  plane  approaches  the  truck.  The 
weight  of  the  mail  sack  on  the  hook  causes  the  v/indlass  in  the  iplane  to  turn, 
drawing  the  sack  to  the  trap  door.  The  pole  is  then  clamped  back  to  its  hori- 
zontal position. 

In  the  demonstration  at  Wright  Field,  which  v/as  held  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  the  possible  usefulness  of  the  device  in  carrying  messages,  dis- 
patches or  mail  in  time  of  war,  the  device  operated  quite  successfully.  A 
hook-up  installation  wa.s  made  on  an  Army  plane,  and  tests  with  Lieut,  Parker 
piloting  continued  the  following  day. 

The  Cabot  Aerial  Pick-up  device  was  designed  by  Godfrey  L..  Cabot,  a former 
president  of  the  National  Aeronautic  Association,  and  a familiar  figure  in 
national  aviation  affairs.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Cabot  conceived  the  idea  during 
the  World  War  to  make  flying  possible  betv/een  battle  fronts  where  landings  would 
be  impossible.  Now  it  seems  to  have  a definite  peace-time  value  for  air  mail 
fields. 
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BIG  WO-PM.CE  GLIDER  TESTED  AT  LUKE  FIELD 


The  first  test  flight  of  the  two-place  glider  constracted  at  Luke  Field, 

T.H.,,  hesulted  in  a Broken  wing  skid  and  a cracked  tail  skid,  due  to  a sudden  | 

change  in  wind  direction  while  Being  towed  off.  T/ith  Lieut.  Joseph  B.  Stanley  ' 

at  the  controls,  the  craft  v;as  .again  taken  off  - into  an  8~mile  wind.  It  left  1 

the  ground  at  about  15  miles  per  hour  speed  after  a nm  of  from  50  to  75  feet. 

Lieut.  Stanley,  who  with  Lieut.  Tailmadge  L.  Boyd  and  Lieut.  James  M. 
Thompson,  has  v:orked  for  months  on  the  construction  of  this  revolutionary 
glMer^  paid  that  th^jira.xiuh^idlaii-^  — I 

j^ndu)S2j.acev^-^^BecTg.-t0e^'s"wei^ct , But 
the  aileron  controls  are  to  undergo  slight  alteration.  We 

worked  ?dth  nothing  But  ou^^j3w4';'j^d^fa3^^^^Ql^^^cting  this  glider,  as  plans 
for  a cabin  glider  were  not  avariable.  For  that  reason,  we  have  made  mistakes. 

I mean,  if  ■■:e  were  Building  another  glider  of  this  type,  we  would  do  some 
things  differently.  But  the  glider  comes  up  to  expectations  in  every  way." 

One  reason  for  making  the  test  flight  and  planning  another  was  that  Lts. 

Boyd  and  Stanley  were  to  leave  soon  for  the  mainland.  . Having  spent  months  on 
the  constru.ction  of  the  glider,  their  friends  at  the  field  aided  in  lUshing 
work  on  it  so  they  would  have  an  opportrjiity  to  fly  it. 

The  glider  has  a wing  span  greater  thoji  the  Luke  Field  Keystone  Bombers,  ' 
which  are  the  largest  airplanes  at  the  Army  flying  fields.-  Tlie  fuselage  re- 
semBles  a shark  lying  on  its  Back  with  opened  mouth.  The  craft  is  designed  to 
carry  two  persons  so  -that  pilots  may  relieve  each  other  during  long  flights. 

The  officers  ha.ve  hopes  it  will  Be  used  here  to  set  an  official  world’ s record 
for  motorless  flight. 

The  fliers  plan  to  establish  a camp  on  windward  Oahu  and  to  seek  an  endu- 
rance record.  This  plan  has  Been  decided  upon  after  short  test  flights  in 
vdiich  it  T;as  indicated  there  is  nothing  wrong  in  the  design  or  construction  of 
the  glider  and  thak  it  will  Be  ready  for  the  rising  currents  at  the  Ifuuanu  Pali 
after  minor  repairs  and  alterations. 

On  October  30th,  Lieuts.  Tailmadge  L.  Boyd  and  James  M.  Thompson  made  i 

short  test  flights  with  the  glider,  and  Both  declared  it  was  functioning  proper-  I 
ly.  Both  officers  enjoyed  only  a minute  each  aloft  as  compensation  for  their  ;| 

months  of  labor,  as  they  were  making  ready  to  return  ,to  the  mainland.  After  the 
glider  was  Brought  to  a landing,  Lieut,  Boyd  said:  "My  few  seconds  of  glider 
'pilot  time  have  re-paid  me  for  all  the  vrork  l have  done,  on  the  shi-p."  Neither 
pilot  gained  more  than' 40  feet  from  the  g'round  after  a short  tow  By  automobile,  j 

Following  the  flights,  it  was  decided  to  place  a long. metal  skid  Behind  a j 
small  wheel  on  which  the  fuselage  of  the  glider  rests,  . This- will  relieve  -the  ; 
tail  skid.  Lieut,  Thompson  said  that  there  would  Be  changes  in  the  co'ntrol  i 

system  to  make  the  ailerons  work  easier.  Rlien  the  changes  are  completed,  it  is 
-planned  to  take  the  craft  over  the  Pali.  • ■ j 

Lieut.  Howard  B.  Lath-ro'p,  another  Reserve  flier  at  Luke  Field,  will  work  i 
with  Lieut.  Tliompson,  and  may  Be  relief  oilot  when  the  craft  'luau-s  off  for  its  | 
record  a, t tempt.  If  the  glider  pa.sses  further  tests,  it  is  -planned  to  enter  it  j 
in  the  National  Glider  Contest  on  windward  Oahu.  ! 

— uOo ! 

I 

MJOR  R:kDSR  ADDRESSES  RESERYE'  OFFICERS 

Talcing  "Our  Air  Corps"  as  his  subject,  Major  Ira  A.  Rader,  Air  Cnr'ps,  In- 
structor and  Air  Liaison' Officer  at  -the  Infantry  School,  Fort  Benning,  Ga.  , de- 
livered addresses  Before  a la-rge  number  of  Reserve  officers  in  Atlanta.  Ga.  , on 
December  16th;  Rome,  Ga.  , cn  December  17th  and  Griffin,  C-a.  , on  the  18th.  The 
12th  District  Conference  Schools  for  Reserve  Officers,  of  wliich  Colonel  Graham 
is  instructor,  s'ponsored  the  lecture  tour. 

Major  Rader  discusseu  the  most  im-portaht  missions  of  the  Air  Corps,  it/3 
great  mobility,  range  of  firepower,  and  power,' to  move  about  in  space,  as  well  as 
a general  outline  of  the  missions  of  Attack,  Bombardment,  Observation  and 
Pursuit  branches  of  the  Air  Cor-ps,  the  special  missions  of  a combined  air  force, 
and  the  assignment  cf  Air  Corps  units  to  ground  forces. 

Qualified  from  the  standpoint  of  military  education  and  experience  on  the  j 
subject,  Major  Rader,  a forceful  and  interesting  s'pealcer,  was  given  a cordial 
reception  at  each  meeting  in  the  three  cities.  Major  Sereno  E.  Brett,  Inf. , j 
is  scheduled  to  address  the  Reserve  Officers  in  the  above  named  cities  in  Febru-  - 
ary,  and  Captain  Walter  C.  Philll-os,  Infantry,  in  the  month  of  Iferch. 
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MOSQUITOES  IN  PAMm  IN  G-BAVE  MNGER 

While  there  has  been  a lull  lately  in 
the  campaign  of  extermination  in  Panama 
against  the  mosquito,  the  war  is  not  over 
by  any  means.  Should  certain  experiments 
soon  to  be  conducted  prove  successful,  a 
vigorous  offensive  will  be  launched  against  these 
insect  pests. 

In  the  issue  of  the  News  Letter  of  September  18th,  the  Prance  Field  Corres- 
pondent related  the  results  of  spraying  experiments  with  poison  dust  over  cer- 
tain melarial  mosquito  breeding  areas,  A recent  conmranication  received  from 
Prance  Field  states  that, while  dusting  with -Paris  Ureen,  diluted  as  low  as  10^ 
by  v/eight  of  Paris  Green  and  90^  of  dust  has  been  lOOJ^  successful  in  killing 
the  anopheles  mosquito  larvae  in  the  dusting  operations  conducted  by  the  Air 
Corps  in  collaboration  with  the  Health  Department  of  the  Panama  Canal,  it  was 
found  that  this  poisonous  concoction,  unfortunately,  has  no  effect  on  other 
species.  In  addition,  its  effectiveness  is  destroyed  after  a period  of  four  or 
five  hours,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  particles  of  dust  absorb  moistpre  and  sink 
in  the  water, 

A study  of  the  above  facets  gave  rise  to  the  idea  that  it  might  be  practical 
to  spray  oil  from  an  airplane  in  sufficient  quantity  to  produce  a film  of  oil  on 
the  surface  of  the  water  where  any  mosquito  larvae  were  developing  and  kill  them. 
At  first,  experiments  were  conducted  on  the  ground  to  determine  the  minimum  air 
■pressure  required  to  ex-pel  fuel  oil  from  jets  of  various  sizes.  These  experi- 
ments developed  that  a pressure  of  60  pounds  was  necessary  to  expel  oil  from  a 
3/32-inch  opening.  It  was  decided,  however,  that  this  -pressure  was  too  high 
for  practical  pur-poses,  so  the  fuel  oil  was  diluted  50^  by  volume  with  Deisel 

011  which,  it  was  found,  could  readily  be  expelled  from  the -jets  with  as  low  as 
10  poimds  air  -pressure. 

With  this  discovery,  an  a-p-paratus,  consisting  of  an  ordinary  40-gallon  hot 
water  boiler  as  a receptacle  for  oil,  and  a 10-gallon  capacity  tank, to  act  as  a 
receptacle  for  air  at  a higher  presstire  than  required  to  expel  the  oil,  were  con- 
nected with  suitable  pi-ping  and  pressure  gauges  and  mounted  on  a light  truck. 

The  truck  was  driven  at  60  miles  an  hour,  in  order  to  determine,  as  far  as  -pos- 
sible, the  disbursement  of  the  oil  after  leaving  the  jets.  A similar  ap-paratus 
was  then  mounted  on  an  0-19C  plane  of  the  7th  Observation  Squadnon  for  actual 
test.  Elis  ap-paratus  consisted  of  two  30-gallon  hot  water  boilers,  the  one  for, 
the  oil  being  mounted  on  the  fittings  of  the  auxiliary  fuel  tanlo,  while  the  one 
for  the  air  was  placed  in  the  rear  cockpit.  The  two  tanks  were  connected  by  , 
^inch  -pipe  in  which  was  placed  an  automatic  pressure  regulator,  a ^obe  valve 
and  a pressure  gauge,  so  that  the  air  -pressure  on  the  oil  could  be  maintained  at 
15  -pcTunds, 

The  boiler  containing  the  oil  was  mounted  with  the  bottom  to  the  rear  and 
the  two  side  outlets  to  the  bottom,  so  that  the  air  connection  could  be  put  in 
the  rear  outlet  and  the  discharge  for  the  oil  could  be  connected  with  the  rear 
of  the  side  outlets.  Oil  is  discha-x*ged  from  the  taiih  through  a galvanized  iron 
pipe,  one  inch  in  diameter,  with  a one- inch  straightway  steam  cock  placed  about 

12  inches  from  the  rea,r  of  the  tanlc*  Fastened  to  the  core  of  the  steam  cock  by 
means  of  a somewhat  flexible  connection  is  a T-shaped  handle,  which  passes 
througbi  the  fuselage  to  the  right  side  of  the  pilot’s  seat  and  -provides  a handy 
method  of  turning  the  oil  on-  and  off.  The  one-i'nch  -pi-pe  continues  from  the  steam 
cock  to  the  rear  of  the  fuselage,  where  it  is  connected  to  a b’ne-inch  T,  in 
either  end  of  which  is  connected  a 5-foot  length  of  -I- inch  pipe,  with  3/32- inch 
holes  s-paced  3 inches  apart,  the  .outer  end  of  the  pipe  being  closed  with  a 
f-inch  cap. 

The  one  inch'  pipe  leading  from  the  tank  to  the  10-ft.  s-preader  in  the  rear 
is  suxTported  by  means  of  a strut  from  the  camera  opening  in  the  bottom  of  the 
fuselage  and  a U bolt  fastened  to  the  streamline  in  front  of  the  tail  wheel.  The 
10-foot  oil  s-preader  is  su-pported  by  means  of  a stiut  on  each  side,  fastened  to 
the  elevator  fitting  and  further  supported  by  a cable  extending  forward  to  the 
tail  wheel  streamline. 

For  the  preliminary  test,  in  order  to  determine  whether  the  installation 
was  functioning  properly  mechanioally,  the  oil  tank  v?as  filled  with  water.  Every- 
thing worked  smoothly,  and  the  first  test  with  oil  was  made  on  October  1st  in 
Miraflores  Lake,  between  Miraflores  and  Pedro  Miguel  Locks.  Qlhis  test  was  con- 
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ducted  to  determine  the  dishursement  as  we?i.l  as  the  thickness  of  the  film.  A 
film  about  forty  feet  wide  was  spread,  althou(:^  it  was  rather  li^ht.  Later  on 
in  the  day  a test  was  made  over  the  saine  area  near  Old  Panama,  which  had  been 
previously  dusted  with  parts  of  Paris  Green,  and  it  was  found  that  where  vege- 
tation was  present  the  amount  of  oil  discharged  was  not  sufficient  to  create  a 
film.  In  order  to  overcome  this  deficiency,  the  holes  in  the  10-ft.  spreader 
pipe  were  increased  from  3/32- inch  to  5/32- inch,  and  a noticeable  increase  in 
the  thickness  of  the  film  on  the  water  resulted.  However,  the  film  still  is 
not  heavj^  enough,  and  further  tests  are  to  be  made  with  the  size  of  the  spreader 
holes  increased  to  :|-indi.  !Ihe  mixture  of  oil  will  also  be  changed  from  50  to 
60  percent  fuel  oil,  and  the  air  pressui’e  increased  from  15  to  25  po\inds. 

In  the  event  further  tests  prove  the  feasibility  of  spraying  oil  from 
planes,  larger  installations  will  be  made  for  use  on  Bombers. 


ra  PORM-FITTIIIG  BACK  AHP  HSAP  REST 

Of  course,  every  pilot  in  the  Air  Coras  loiows  how  each  and  every  pilot  has 
his  own  particular  si^^ts  for  gunnery,  but  not  all  of  them  loiow  about  the  latest 
design  develoxDed  by  Major  Gerald  E.  Brower,  Commanding  the  First  Pursuit  Group, 
Well,  here’s  the  dope: 

About  the  middle  of  September,  several  pilots  from  the  94th  Pursuit  Squad- 
ron flew  up  to  the  Aerial  Gunnery  Camp  for  some  practice  in  formation  firing. 
Joining  them  were  Major  Brower  and  Lieut,  Ballard,  who  were  starting  out  for 
their  record  firing  for  the  year.  The  first  evening  at  camp,  when  the  "Chow 
Bell"  rang,  all  of  the  pilots  jumped  to  their  feet  from  where  they  had  been 
sitting  on  the  alert,  and  rushed  for  the  mess  hall.  Nothing  doing,  however, 
because  roll  call  proved  that  I/lagor  Brower  was  missing.  "Where  is  he:"  Fnat 
was  the  question.  An  investigation  was  started,  and  he  was  soon  found  on  the 
line  at  v/ork.  He  was  finally  persuaded  to  call  it  a day,  after  such  arguments 
as  a man  requiring  sustenance  and  tho.t  he  coula  not  see  in  the  growing  dusk, 
anyway,  were  laid  before  him. 

The  next  morning  the  Pursuiters  saw  the  object  of  the  Major’s  pride.  It 
was  a Form-Fitting  Back  and  Head  Rest  direct  from  the  Rue  de  la  Paix.  Of 
course,  the'  object  of  the  gadget  is  to  keep  the  head  from  moving  from  side  to 
side  while  coming  down  in  the  dive  at  the  target.  ¥nen  the  head  is  moving  in 
that  manner,  it  is  much  easier  to  hit  the  target  with  a brick  than  a gun.  In- 
stead of  bracing  the  forehead  against  a head-rest  fastened  to  the  wind  shield, 
in  this  case  the  pilot  calmly  reposes  with  his  head,  shoulders  and  bads  easily 
resting  against  the  above  mentioned  fornir-f itting  a'pparatus.  It  is  true  that 
this  is  more  the  correct  -position  of  a soldier  than  with  the  shoulders  and 
head  Imnched  forward,  but  what  is  a man  going  to  do  if  he  has  to  start  dodging 
bullets? 

"We  are  glad  to  say,  however,  that  the  'fornv-fit*  seems  to  work,"  says  the 
Hews  Letter  Correspondent,  "and  also  glad  to  say  that  I\fc-jor  Erower  is  always 
working  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Air  Corps.  He  talies  advantage  of  every 
chance  that  he  has  to  improve  on  equipment." 

oOo 

A PARACHUTE  JUI'iPIHG  JAJ/EBOEES  AT  MATHER  FIELD 

After  citing  the  fact  ths.t  M!ather  Field  seems  to  be  a dangerous  place  for 
bachelor  officers  snd  enumerating  various  and  sundry  officers  who  fell  before 
the  unerring  aim  of  the  mythical  little  fellow  with  tlie  bow  and  arrow,  the  Hews 
Letter  Correspondent  goes  on  to  say  that  O'i^her  officers,  craving  more  excite- 
ment at  less  risk,  put  in  for  and  received  permission  to  try  -gractlce  parachute 
jumps.  First  on  -bhe  field  to  "bail  out"  voiuntarily  were  Lieuts,  W.G,  Carter 
and  A.W.  Stainback.  The  latter  carried  a camera  on  his  drop  and  secured  an  in- 
teresting -picture  or  two  on  the  way  down.  A few  days  later  the  Williams  Twins 
jumped  out  as  nearly  at  the  sai'ae  time  as  possible.  Of  the  jumps,  said  Williams 
Ho,  1,  "I  got  out  first,"  while  Ho,  2,  not  to  be  outdone,  said,  "But  I landed 
first,"  which  is  the  first  time  in  history  -they  liave  been  so  far  apart.  Hext 
to  (jxalify  for  the  "Synthetic  Ci'terpillar  Club"  was  Lieut,  B.S.  Kelsey,  who 
advises  that  his  next  vol-untary  j-ump  v;ill  be  after  the  development  of  a chute 
larger  than  the  28-foot  trainer,  or" after  he  loses  a few  of  his  228  pounds. 
Kelsey  warped  his  fuselage  slightly  when  he  landed  with  a jolt  on  three  points  - 
two  of  which  were  his  elbows. 
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AI-R  -CORPS  TRAINING-  CENTER^  MOVES  TO  TMlNDOLPH  FIELD 


The  Training-  Center  has  moved  into  the  Administration  Building- at  Randolph 
Field  and- o-Gc-Lvpie-&  the  suite  'of  offices  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  second 
floor,  having  moved  over  about  Oct oher  1st.  The  Training  Center  nou  consists  of 
Brigadier  General ' Charles  H.  Dapifoxth,  Commanding;  Captain  J.  K.  Cannon,  Direc- 
tor of  Training;  Captain  Arthur'. ' Ihoma,s , Adjutant;  and  1st  Lieut,  R.W.  Douglas, 
Jr,,  Aide  to  the  General. 

The  assignment  of  officers  in  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Flying  School  is  as 
follo-ws;  Mapor  F.  L.  Martin,  Coiiii'iiandanti^^.tejor  T.J.  Hanley,  Assistant  Command- 
ant; 1st  Lieut,  J..D-.  Givejn^j,^,,,J^E8-t^^"  0^^^^  Captain  J.K.  Cannon,  Director 

of  Flying;  1st  Lieut,  W;fR. Dire’'^  of  Flying;  1st  Lieut, 
A.Fl\^,9nn,  Operations 'ofpedrV 

-Flying  Departmekl  i^^ivEded’mnto 
J . Grii  ¥ill|iams  being  in  bharge  of , the.  Pr^ma^l'y  Sth^e' 

^f  1pe’' pkf Stage . The  Primary  Stage  uses 
i^’the  east  sid4.  Each  stage  is  dl^ 


Officers  aps^as signed  as  Flight  CqnvnanderE  .^and  Instructors 


Cli 


PEIM4ET  SHASE 


l|t  Lkeulj.  ^J^iT^iSScpck 
lit  Li, . 

2id  Li^.  -M.^elly 
2]|id  Lli,  K.  A.  Roger’s 
2hd  L'd,  H.  M.  Newstrom 
2md  L-t^.  E.H.  Alexanto 


•s,  Primary  and  Basic,  Capt, 
and  Captain  P.L.  Williams 
the  we si  side  of  the  field,  and  the 
vided  ii,to  flights,  to  which  the 


it  Lt.i|J.|.  McBla3|i 
Ts^^^v^Jx’^^A . Dennig. 

id  Lt . . D . W’'.'“^pner 
EndT'lCWA,  J.  Mickre'ul 
2nd  Lt . 


n i,  '-'  jlsib!riLW,  C . W.  LBaA3^:^ce 


2ncl|lLt|.|  J.N.i  Johksfi  [,  ll 
.E.L.  liPihtlG  ' 


2iid  LtTT 
2hd  Lt[. 
■2iid  Lt;. 
2nd  Ltg 


H.  Portejr- 
',H.  Tunner_ 


»P»  Flight 

Is/t  Lt.^p^P.H.  PrSftisg- 
lk4-Lt7''Ned  Schramm 
1st  Lt . E.G.  Johnston 
1st  Lt . H . S . Vandenburg 
1st  Lt.  D.N.  Schlatter 
2nd  Lt.  H.R.  Grater 
2nd  Lt . L.W.  Wat nee 
2nd  Lt  . G.H.  McNair 
2nd  Lt.  W.H.  Doolittle 
2nd  Lt.  D.D 


m^i 


R, 

T.  W.  Sbdt't-" 
itj^R.R.  Walker 

Kenm 


■ »E»  pjigkt 

'Lst'Lt.  H.W.  Ferguson 
1st  Lt,  C.T.  iiyers 
2nd  Lt.  J.H.  Atkinson 
2nd  Lt.  F.A.  Armstrong 
ALE,  Tillery 
H.L,  Sanders 
W.B.,  Blaufuss  . 


2nd  Lt. 
2nd  Lt . 
2hd  Lt . 
2nd  Lt . 
2nd.  Lt . 


^'F'^' Flight 
1st  Lt.  L.C.  Craigie 
2nd  Lt.  O.I,  Grover 
2nd  Lt.  F.K.  Park 
2nd  Lt.  J.L.  Daniels 
,2nd  Lt.  C.T.  Mower 
2nd  Lt . J.H.  Wallace 
2nd  Lt . K . E . Tibbe  1 1 s 


G.R.  Acheson  2nd  Lt.  F.A.  Pillet 
T.J.  Meyer 


Arnold 


"A"  Flight 


let-  Lieuts, 

A. G.  Liggett 

L. D.  Weddington 

M. N.  Clark 
R.B.  Williams 

2nd  Lieuts. 

B. A,  Bridget 
Carlson 


BASIC  STAGE  ' 

"C"  Flight 


1st  Lie’ats. 

J.P.  Bailey 
B.E.  Nowland, 
H.’M.  Turner 
2nd  Lieuts. 

D.H.  Alkire 
P.B.  ITurt smith 
R.L.  Winn 
M.R.  Nelson. 

' ■ C.W.  Davis  . . 


"D"  Flight 
1st  Lieuts. 

H.C.  Wisehart 
C.  K.  Rich 

G. O,.  Barcus 
2nd .Lieuts . 

R.  Heber 
J.W.  Andrews 

H. T.  Sprague 
J.W.  McCauley 
O.C.  George 


1st  Lieuts. 

H..A,  Halversen 

D.W.  Norwood 
2nd  Lieuts.  ■ 

F.J.  Lauer 

D. ?J.  Allison 

E. J.  Rogers 

O.F.  Carlson  G.W.  McGregor 

W.L.  Lee.  . T.H.  Baxter 

H.F.  Dyer  . - F.E.  Wolfe- 

F. R.  Upthegrove 

The  Academic  Department  consists  of  the  following  officers:  Director  of 
Ground  Instruction,  Captain  C.V.  Finter;  Instructors,  1st  Lieuts.  E.C.  Lynch, 
J.F.J.  Early,  C.J.  Crane,'' A.H.  Johnson,  2nd  Lieuts.  C.D.  Wheeler,  H.C.Lichtenbergar 
and  R.D.  Johnson.  ■ 

The  .Cadet  Detachment  is  divided, into  the  following;  Commandaut  of  Cadets,  1st 
Lt . T.  Griffiss;  Supply  Officer,'  1st  Lt.  C.P.  Bradley;  Mess  Officer,  2nd  Lt.  J.K. 
Fite.  "A"  Company  is  in  charge  of  Lt.  Bradley  and  "B”  Company  of  2nd  Lieut, 

R.B.  Swofford. 

The  following  officers  are  in  charge  of  post  administration:  Captain  T.W. 
Hastey,  Adjutant;  1st  Lieut.  L.E.  Sharon,  Assistant  Adjutant;  1st  Lt.  F.L,  Cook, 
Personnel  Adjutant;  1st  Lt.  E.  Sullivan,  Asst.  Personnel  Adjutant,  Cai:)tain  G.W. 
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Polk,  Jr.,  Engineering;  1st  Lt.  H.A.  Bartron,  Air  Corps  Supply;  1st  Lt.  J.E.Duke, 
Jr,,  Post  E::change;  End  Lt.'  J.P.  Kinzie,  S.&  E.  and  Athletic;  End  Lt.  J.W. Andrew, 
Officers’  Mess;  1st  Lts  . A.H.  Johnson  and  H.A,  Bartron,  Armament  and  Ordnance; 
Major  E.L.  Stone,  Provost  l^fershal;  1st  Lt  . J A.  Mollison,  Asst,  Provost  Marshal 
and  Prison  and  Police  Officer;  Lt.-Col.  J.P,  Paulhee,  Q>1C,  Quartermaster;  1st  Lt. 
L.D.  Talbot,  Asst,  Quarternmster ; 1st  Lt.  K.E.  Webber,  Finance;  Major  T.E. 
Harwood,  Plight  S^argeon;  Majois  C. J.  Baker,  CoE.  Glenn  and  J,P.  Beeson,  Assistant 
Plight  Surgeons;-  Captain  E.  Peterson,  Medical  Administrative  Corps, 

The  67th  Service  Squadron  has  as  Commanding  Officer,  Major  L.P,  Stone;  as 
Adjutant,  1st  Lieut.  I.L.  Proctor;  as  Engineering  Officer,  Captain  A.S.  Albro; 
as  Asst.  Engineering  Officer,  End  Lts.  S.C.  Bobbins  and  W.A.  McArthur,  and  as 
Supply  Officer,  1st  Lt , G.L.  Davasher. 

Captain  E.H.  Tonkin  is  Commanding  Officer  and  Adjutant  of  the  Headquarters 
Squadron,  Air  Corps  Primary  Plying  School,  with  End  Lt.  W.L.  Lee,  Suipply  Officer. 

Captain  L.L.  Koontz  commands  the  46th  School  Squadron,  with  1st  Lt . Carl  B. 
McDaniei  as  Engineering  Officer,  End  Lts.  E.L.  Tucker,  Adjutant,  and  E.P.  Hose, 
Supply  Of f i cer , 

The  47th  School  Squadron  is  commanded  by  Captain  W.  Miller,  with  1st  Lt. 

H.D.  Prost,  Adjutant;  End  Lt.  W.J.  Davies,  Supply  Officer  and  1st  Lt . P.P. Booker, 
Engineering  Officer, 

Commanding  the  52nd  School  Squadron  is.  Captain  E.D.  Jones,  with  End  Lt.  E.E. 
Cobb,  Adjutant;  End  Lt.  M.K.  Lewis,  Jr.,  Supply  Officer,  and  1st  Lieut,  O.G.Kelly 
Engineering, 

The  53rd  School  Squadron  has  as  Commanding  Officer  Captain  J.B.  Patrick, who 
is  also  Adjutant;  End  Lt . H.L.  Grill,  Supply  Officer;  End  Lt . H.A.  Parker,  Mess 
Officer  and  End  Lt.  S.A.  Gilkey,  Engineering  Officer. 

The  20th  Photo  Section  is  commanded  by  End  Lt . G.W.  Hanson. 

Post  Transportation  is  in  charge  of  End  Lt.  H.E.  Eice. 

The  School  of  Aviation  Medicine  is  under  the  supervision  of  Major  Benjamin 
B.  Warriner,  Commandant;  Major  Edv\  C.  Greene,  Asst.  Commandant;  Captain  Eobert 
Peterson,  Scecutive  and  Secretary;  and  the  following  instructors;  Psychology, 
Major  Warriner;  Administration,  Physiology,  Aviation  Medicine,  including  Eoent- 
genology  and  photography,  Jfejor  Lyle  C.  Fnito;  Otology  and  Ophthalmology,  IJijor  , 
Eobert  K.  Sinrpson;  Correspondence  Course,  Iviajor  P.E.  Borden. 

oOo — - 

ITOHCOMISSIOHED  OFFICERS’  QUiFRTEES  AT  SCOTT  FIELD 

A total  of  18  sets  of  noncommissioned  officers'  quarters,  the  first  perman- 
ent buildings  to  be  completed  at  Scott  Field  in  the  War  Department  building  pro- 
gram, were  officially  occupied  on  December  1st.  The  addition  of  these  nine 
buildings  made  it  possible,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  field,  to 
quarter  all  the  noncommissioned  officers  of  the  first  three  grades  on  the  field. 

The  quarters  are  excellently  designed,  with  ample  room,  and  many  reports  of 
satisfaction  v/ere  received  since  they  were  occu.pied.  The  noncoms.  who  drew  the 
new  quarters  v;ere  Master  Sergeants  Herbert  J.  Bertram,  Joseph  H.  Bishop,  9th 
Airship  Company;  Olin  Brown,  E4th  Airship  Service  Co.;  William  C.  Hughes,  Henry 
G.  Wilkes,  15th  Obs.  Squadi'on;  IJico  G.  Loupos,  Elst  Photo  Section;  Otto  H. 

Helson,  Elst  Airship  Group  Hqrs.;  Wilbur  R,  Rhodes,  5th  Photo  Section;  Technical 
Sergeants  John  Bollinger,  Eay  Gaston,  'Cecil  3.  Guile,  loth  Obs,  Sqdn. ; Clyde  J. 
Hobart,  S4th  Airship  Service  Co.;  Edward  Koziboski,  9th  Airshi'p  Co.;  Peter  Mahar, 
Ordnance  Dept,;  George  D.  McCartney,  Elst  Airship  Group  Hqrs.;  Kenneth  W.Ogilvie, 
Q. M.  Corps;  First  Sergeants  Sv/ald  Davids,  9th  Airship  Co ,,  and  Eobert  J.  Kelly, 
S4th  Airship  Service  Company. 


Construction  on  the  first  new  barracks  building  at  Scott  Field  was  completed 
by  the  contractor,  and  it  is  expected  the  ITinth  Airship  Company  will  move  into 
its  new  home  in  time  to  have  Gnristmas  dinner  there.  Lieut. -Col,  John  A. 

Paegelow  has  era thorized  the  Airship  Company  to  move  its  equipment  into  the  build-, 
ing,  but  has  decided  to  delay  the  occupancy  of  the  building  by  the  men  until  the 
building  has  been  thoroughly  dried  out  by  the  heating  plant, 

-oOo 

A scheduled  inspection  and  review  of  Air  Corps  troops  turned  out  to  be  merely 
a 5-minute  unofficial  visit  \7hen  fershal  d’Ssperey  cf  France  stepped  out  of  a 
^9  Transport,  paused  for  an  official  photogra'ph  with  Major  Hefferiian,  and  was 
immediately^ \7hisked  away  to  a waiting  steamer.  During  the  Marshal’s  day  and  a 
half  visit  in  the  Canal  Zone,  the  entire  time  was  spent  on  the  Pacific  side  where 
all  the  military  honors  were  tendered. 
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IIEAHKSGIVIXG  WEA.THER  POOH  FOR  CROSS- COUKfTRISS 


Bad  \7eather  conditions,  including  snov;,  haze,  wind  and  generally  poor  fly- 
ing weather  settled  down  over  the  Mid-West  and  moved  rapidly  eastv^rard  during 
the  Thanlisgiving  V7eek-end  and  effectively  placed  a number  of  Selfridge  Field 
airplanes  on  the  gro’and  wherever  they  happened  to  he. 

Several  pilots  liad  carefully  hoarded  their  cross-country  allotment  of  time 
in  order  to  spend  a day  or  two ,at  Thanksgiving  with  relatives  or  friends.  These 
men  were  forced  either  to  remain  overtime  at  their  destinations  or,  when  sudden- 
ly set  upon  hy  the  elements,  were  forced  to  seek  a landing  place  without  too 
much  delay. 

One  of  the  most  exhausting  trips  reported  during  the  period  was  a flight 
of  a C-dA.  to  New  York  hy  Lieut.  Wolf,  carrying  vrith  him  seven  other  officers 
and  two  enlisted  men.  Tj.ie  plane  started  out  on  Friday,  November  27th,  for 
Mitchel  Field  hy  way  of  Buffalo,  and  got  within  TdO  miles  of  Buffalo  when  it  v^as 
forced  to  return  due  to  snov/  and  impossible  flying  conditions.  The  next  morn- 
ing at  7;30  o'clock,  as  soon  as  a weather  report  had  been  received,  another 
start  v/as  made,  and  this  time  Buffalo  wa.s  reached  v/ith  no  difficulty.  With 
good  reports  hy  way  of  Albany,  the  pilot  set  off  for  New  York  with  nothing  hut 
a head  wind  to  bother  him. 

This  part  of  the  trip  v/as  uneventful  until  east  of  Tarrytown,  vdthin  a 
few  miles  of  Long  Island  Sound,  when  a thick  snow  storm  and  high  winds  were  en- 
countered. The  pilot  sought  the  shore  of  the  Sound  and  die eking  that  headed 
towards  New  York  along  the  shore  line.  It  soon  became  evident  that,  due  to  the 
head  wind,  little  progress  was  being  made  and  the  gasoline  supply  might  be  ex- 
hausted before  Mitchel  Field  could  be  reached.  Tne  decision  was  therefore  made 
to  proceed  to  North  Beach  nr  Flushing  and  land. 

It  was  at  this  point,  while  flying  over  the  water  of  the  Sound  at  a low 
altitude,  that  a dramatic  incident  occurred.  The  fuel  gauges  were  incorrect 
and  failed  to  disclose  that  the  main  tanks  were  out  of  gasoline.  Suddenly, 
without  v/arning,  the  three  motors  all  stopped,  a,nd  the  ensuing  commotion  would 
have  been  humorous  Irad  it  not  been  so  serious.  Iviaps  flev;  all  over  the  cockpit 
as  the  co-pilot  sought  tounfasten  his  belt.  One  of  the  passengers  rushed  madly 
to  the  rear  of  the  plane  and  began  to  strip  pre-pamatory  to  a swim.  The  tanl-vs 
were  switched,  and  soon  two  of  the  motors  picked  up,  although  the  ri^it  out- 
board motor  failed  to  respond  for  several  minutes.  Daring  that  time  the  plane 
was  flo-'mi  \7ith  two  motors  alone.  It  was  determined  that  the  ship  had  crossed 
the  Sound  by  that  time  and,  after  some  milling  around,  the  airport  v/as  located 
and  a landing  made. 

Most  of  the  party  inmediately  proceeded  to  the  Yankee  Stadium  by  ferry 
and  arrived  at  the  Army  - Notre  Dame  game  during  the  second  quarter.  The  events 
of  the  two-day  trip  were  obscured  by  the  wonderful  display  of  perfect  football 
shoivn  by  the  Army  team,  Lieut.  Nolf  ferried  the  plane  with  the  crew  chief  to 
Mitchel  Field  on  Sunday. 

Due  to  poor  weakher  conditions  and  mechanical  trouble,  the  return  start 
could  not  be  made  until  Tlxesday  morning.  Encountering  a stiff  head  v;ind  again, 
three  long  hours  were  consumed  to  get  to  Syracuse,  where  it  was  necessary  to 
land  for  fuel.  After  refueling,  the  plane  took  off  for  Buffalo,  but  at 
Rochester  a severe  snow  storm  was  encountered.  The  storm  was  so  v’-iolent  and 
blinding  that,  although  within  sight  of  7he  Rochester  Airport,  the  pilot  did 
not  dare  to  go  near  it  as,  just  before  the  storm  obscured  nearly  all  visible 
objects,  a civilian  plane  had  been  seen  circling  the  port.  After  a few  minutes 
of  vainly  attempting  to  find  a break  in  the  storm,  the  plane  returned  to 
Syracuse  for  the  night. 

A snow  storm  at  Syracuse  delayed  the  start  until  late  in  the  morning  when 
there  was  a Dreak  in  the  storm.  Attempting  to  start  the  motors,  it  wus  found 
that  the  battery  was  low,  due  to  the  generator  being  out  and  there  was  insuffi- 
cient -power  to  turn  the  starters.  The  oil  had  hardened  in  the  starters  to  such 
an  extent  that  they  could  not  be  turned  effectively  by  the  hand  craiil?;.  Consi- 
derable delay  ensued  while  two  mntors  were  finally  started.  The  third  remained 
balky  but  v/as  finally  started  by  hand.,  A brief  stop  v/as  made  at  Buffa,lo,  where 
fuel  was  again  -procured,  and  the  remainder  of  the  tri-p  to  Selfridge  Field  was 
made  without  incident.  The  -personnel  making  this  flight  were  1st  Lieut.  Paul  N. 
Woli,  2nd  Lieuts.  Arthur  W.  Meelian,  Gerry  L.  Mason,  George  F.  Schlatter,  Mark  E. 
Bradley,  Jr.,  Air  Corps;  Monty  J,  Tennes , Jr. , • Jolm  F,  Egan,  George  A.  Hersam,Air 
Reserve,  James  VJ.  Pum-pelly,  Inf.;  Sgt.  Harold  H.  Braun  and  Corx).  Wm.  B.  Bradley. 
All  appeared  to  be  very  fond  of  New  York,  but  not  of  its  weather. 
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COHSTRUCTIOl^  WORK  AT  I'lAXWSLL  FIELD 


Construction  of  permanent  ouildings  of  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School  a.t 
Maxvrell  Field,  Honti_-,omery,  Ala.  , continues  at  the  usual  accelerated  pace  common 
to  all  contractors  on  government  construction. 

The  permanent  Quartermaster  warehouse,  garage,  and  utilities  "buildings 
were -accepted  by  the  Commandant  on  November  5th.  These  buildings  can  only  be 
used  for  storage  for  the  present  because  of  lack  of  heat  and  roads. 

Bids  have  been  asked  for  the  construction  of  21  sets  of  company  officers’ 
quarters,  with  a completion  date  set  for  August  1,  1932.  This  is  the  largest 
single  construction  item  for  ihxwell  Field  under  the  present  appropriations , 
and  their  completion  will  insure  quarters  for  at  least  a portion  of  the  officers 
at  IvIaxY/ell  Field,  At  present,  a portion  of  the  commissioned  personnel  are  living 
in  converted  war-time  shacks  and  qua.rters  constructed  for  noncommissioned  offi- 
cers. B'f  far  the  larger  percentage  of  the  officers  are  residing  in  Montgomery, 
trying  to  stretch  their  commutation  into  covering  rents,  light,  water,  heat, 
phones,  and  numerous  other  items  incident  to  renting  in  that  city. 

The  new  barracks,  destined  to  be  the  home  of  the  54th  School  Squadron  (1st 
Lieut.  H.H.  Mills,  commanding)  has  been  turned  over  to  the  Air  Corps.  The  occu-  ; 
pation  of  this  building  has  been  delayed  pending  the  discovery  of  the  source  of  | 
the  water  which  has  converted  the  basement  into  an  indoor  swimming  pool.  ; 

oOo 

Qm  CAMERA  FOR  PURSUITERS  j 

Patience  has  its  reward,  as  well  as  persistence,  and  the  First  Pursuit 
Group,  Selfridge  Field,  Much. , has  at  last  been  compensated  for  these  virtues 
by  being  supplied  w'ith  20  camera  guns  to  be  used  in  connection  ’with  its  tactical 
training,  ©le  guns  are  the  G-o  typo,  made  by  the  Gaertner  Scientific  Corpora- 
tion, and  are  operated  by  a trigger  fitted  on  the  control  stick,  the  film  roll 
being  actuated  by  a strong  spring. 

A test  installation  w/as  made  on  a Boeing  P-12  airplane  and  good  results 
obtained.  Tlie  remaining  guns  will  be  distributed  to  the  Squadrons  and  installed  '! 
in  the  near  future.  Eight  guns  w/ill  be  used  to  equip  one  flight  of  two-seater 
Pursuit  type  of  airplane  to  be  assigned  to  the  3Sth  Pursuit  Squadron.  The  re- 
maining guns  wall  be  distributed  to  the  other  Squadrons  to  be  mounted  as  fixed 
guns . 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  use  of  these  camera  guns  in  the  tactical  \7ork 
of  the  First  Pursuit  Group  will  result  in  many  enlightening  comparisons.  They 
will  aid  greatly  in  the  solution  of  tactical  problems  of  attack,  formation  and 
position.  Many  arguments  should  be  elimina-ted  or  at  least  settled,  for  on  each 
exposure  of  the  film  there  appears  the  exact  time  of  the  exposure  and  the  target 
ship  (if  a hit  was  scored) . Especially  important  will  be  the  use  of  camera  guns 
in  the  work  the  Group  v/ill  perform  in  the  formative  ueriod  of  tw;o-seater  pursuit 
tactics.  Many  interesting  and  instructive  conuarisons  should  result  betw/een  the 
guns  mounted  on  the  tw/o-seater  Pursuit  airulanes  and  the  guns  fixed  on  the  single- 
seaters. 

— oOo 


HIGH  HARKING  OFFICERS  INSPECT  MNEUVERING  AREA  BY  PLANE 

Probably  at  no  time  in  the  history  of  the  Army  have  so  many  high  raiiking 
oificers  of  the  Army  taicen  an  airplane  flight  at  one  and  the  same  time.  Tiis 
unusual  incident  occurred  recently  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  during  the  course  of 
the  preliminary  maneuvers  held  there  as  a ‘prelude  to  the  Joint  Army  and  Navy 
Maneuvers  which  are  to  be  held  in  February. 

Prior  to  the  final  -phase  of  the  prelimin  ary  maneuvers,  an  a,erial  ins‘pection 
of  the  ground  positions  occupied  by  beach  defense  units  was  made  by  the  Command- 
ing General  of  the  Hawaiian  De'partment  and  his  staff,  the  Commanding  General  of 
the  Hawaiian  Separate  Coast  Artillery  Brigade  and  by  Sector  Coimmaiiders  and  their 
staffs. 

Of  the  2?  airplanes,  including  two  Sikorskj''  Trans'ports,  which  comprised  the 
aerial  inspection  armada,  18  carried  a total  of  25  officers  from  other  branches 
of  the  military  service.,  including  five  General  officers,  two  Colonels,  two 
Lieutenant-Colonels,  four  Iviajors,  seven  Captains  and  five  Lieutenants.,  These 
officers  were;  Major-General  Briant  H.  Wells,  Brigadier- Generals  W.E.  Cole,  Henry 
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¥,  Bitner,  Otlio  B.  Ho senbaara , John  F.  Madden,  Colonels  John  S.  Fair,  Frank  B. 
Watson,  Lieut  .-Cols.  Sherman  Miles,  C'.E.  Delaplane,  Ifejors  Elkin  L.  Franklin, 
Francis  M.  Braiinan,,  Manton  S.  Eddy,  Abraham  Tabachnik,  Captains  Lucas  E. 
Schoonmalcer , Lloyd  S,  Spooner,  Harold, G,  Archibald,  Edward  E.  Walker,  Henry  C. 
Harrison,  Jr,,  Ernest  T.'  Hayes,  Nicholas  Szilagyi,  1st  Lieuts.  George  K. Withers, 
.Russell  G.  Duff,  Charles  D.  Palmer,  2hd  Lieuts.  Harlan  C,  Parks  and  Andrev/  T. 
McNamara. 

Army  pilots  who  flew  the  18  passenger- carrying  planes  were:  Lieut. -Col. 
Gerald  C.  Brant,  1st  Lieuts.  Wendell  B.  McCoy,  Wm.  B.-  Clarke.,  Nathan  F.  Twining, 
2nd  Lieuts.  Edgar  R.  Todd,  Donald  W.  Arraagost , Robert  E.L,  Choate,  Sidney  A. 
Ofsthun,  Hov/ard  B.  Lathrop,  Jr.,  William  E,.  Karnes,  Ezekiel  W..  Napier,  Edward 
N.  Coates,  Fay  0.  Dice,  Leonard  H . Rodieck,  Wilfred  Rotherham,  Weldon  E. Rhoades, 
Thomas  B.  McDonald  and  John  C.  Crain. 

All  officers  making  the  flight  were  of  the  unanimous  opinion  that  they 
were  able  to  obtain  a comprehensive  idea  of  the  disposition  for  defense  in  a 
matter  of  minutes  rather  than  the  hours  thak  would  have  required  had  this  same 
survey  been  made  by  any  form  of  ground  transportation. 

The  Air  Corps  is  congratulating  itself  that  we  have  here  in  the  Hawaiian 
Department  so  many  flying  Generals  who  a-ppreciate  the  possibilities  and  also  the 
limitations  of  militai'y  aviation. 

Of  considerable  interest  was  the  ea.se  with  which  observations  were  made 
from  aircra.ft  of  the  movements  of  designated  objectives,  xoarticularly  during  the 
night  problems.  Daring  the  period  November  4th  to-  Sth,  inclusive,  the  18th 
Composite  Wing  remained  on  the  alert  night  and  day  and  carried  out  day  and  night 
operations,  consisting  of  reconnaissance  at  sea,  bombardment  attacks,  laying  of 
smoke  screens,  attacks  on  ground  troops,  interceptions  by  pursuit,  etc.  During 
the 'heat  of  the  com.bat,  the  75th  Service  Squadron,  at  V, heeler  Field,  received 
orders  to  pull  and  install  a motor  at  2:00  a.m.  This  was  accomplished  in  the 
fast  time  of  two  hours  and  20  minutes. 

Upon  comr)letion  of  these  maneuvers,  a critique  was  held  by  the  Comjmnding 
General  of  the  Hawaiian  Dopjartment. 

oOo 

BEA.UTIFYING  THE  GROUNDS  AT  SELFRIDGE  FIELD,  MICH. 

As  part  of  the  beautification  program  now  under  way  at  Selfridge  Field, 

Mich. , a large  group  of  evergreen  trees  from  different  localities  in  Michigan 
were  received.  Lieuts.  Llewellyn  0.  Eyan,  Provost  Officer,  and  Edi,7ard  W. 
J/Iaschmeyer  were  instrumental  in  securing  these  trees  for  the  Post.  These  offi- 
cers first  located  the  types  of  trees  they  desired  b^'-  flying  to  the  various 
localities  and  interviewing  Federal  and  State  Forest  Reserve  personnel.  Another 
trip  to  Lansing  secured  the  necessary  permission  and  aid  from  the  State  authori- 
ties, and  Lieut.  Hlaschmeyer  then  xoroceeded  to  Akpena  to  su'pervise  the  digging 
and  collecting  of  young  trees  near  there.  A detachment  of  enlisted  men  was  sent 
to  Camp  Skeel,  Oscoda,  A&ch. , and  assisted  Lieut,  Ryan  in  procuring  trees  in  the 
vicinity  of  Tawas,  Michigan. 

About  450  young  trees  from  five- to  eight  years  old,  including  various  kinds 
of  Pines,  Cedars,  and  S'pruces  were  obtained.  The  digging  jDarties  were  very 
greatly  aided  by  both  Federal  and  State  Forest  Reserve  xoersoiinel.  The  trees 
were  trans'ocrted  from  Alpena  and  Canro  Skeel  by  air  to  Selfridge  Field,  where 
they  are  now  being  transplanted  in  and  about  the  new  qua-rters  and  buildings  which 
were  recently  completed  at  this  station. 

oOo— — 


SOJiE  SHABP  SHOOTING  BY  PILOTS  IN  HAV/AIIAN  DEPT, 


A tactical  exercise  was  recently  held  at  Fort  Shafter,  T.H.,  involving  aerial 
machine  gun  fire  and  bombing.  Ground  targets  re^presenting  a battalion  of  Infantry 
were  scattered  in  open  formation,  based  on  actual  dispersion  of  a battalion  when 
yarned  of  the  a'p-proach  of  hostile  airplanes,  . The  26th  Attack  Squadron  of  Wheeler 
^ield  was  designated  as  the  organization  to  perform,  the  mission.  Of  a total  of 
270  targets,  232  were  struck,  many  of  them  having  six  or  eight  bullet  holes  each. 
Fnis  demonstration  was  witnessed  with  much  intei-est  by  fejor-General  Briant  H. 
iells,  Department  • Comiinander,  and  his  Staff,  and  by  l^lajor-C-eneral  Albert  J,  Bov/ley, 
Commanding  the  Hawaiian  Division,  as  well  as  about  a hundred  officers  of  other 
Oranche  s . 
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GAS  HiCD/IETS  FOR  NOU~RIGID  AIRSHIP  USE 

Request  was  made  of  the  Ivlateriel  Division,  Yifright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  a 
short  time  ago  for  the  design  and  iDrocairement  of  a helmet  to  he  worn  hy  persons 
entering  the  gas  compartments  of  airships  of  the  internal  suspension  type  for 
the  purpose  of  making  inspection  or  repairs.  Work  of  this  kind  has  been  found 
necessary  in  connection  \7ith  the  ZMC-2  airship  at  Scott  Field.  Inquiry  divulged 
the  fact  that,  although  nothing  of  this  kind  had  ever  been  used  in  other  govern- 
ment services,  a crude  helmet  had  been  developed  and  used  by  the  Metalclad  Air- 
ship Corporation.  This  company,  Air  Corps  officers  cooperating,  thereupon  de- 
signed a more  finished  product  for  Air  Corps  use  which  is  now  under  construction. 

This  helmet,  made  of  two-ply  balloon  fabric,  fits  over  the  head  somewhat 
after  the  fashion  of  a deep  sea  diver's,  except  that  it  is  fastened  tightly 
about  the  wearer's  neck  on  a collar  of  adhesive  tape.  A window  of  pyralin,  ap- 
proximately 6x4  inches,  is  curved  to  fit  the  forehead  and  is  held  in  place  by 
adjustable  web  straps  inside  the  helmet  which  encircle  the  back  of  the  head. 
Padding  between  the  window  and  forehead  insures  comfortable  wearing  and  places 
the  window  at  a iproper  distance  from  the  face.  This  is  the  only  part  of  the 
helmet  fastened  to  the  head,  the  space  inside  the  helmet  acting  as  an  air  reser- 
voir. The  air  su-pply  and  exhaust  lines  are  located  near  the  wearer’s  mouth, 
the  former  being  standard  half- inch  high  pressure  air  hose,  the  latter,  1-g- 
inches  in  diameter,  the  difference  in  size  preventing  the  building  up  of  pres- 
sure in  the  helmet.  Tne  air  sux^ioly  hose  is  led  into  the  ballonet  throu^  an 
airtight  fitting  so  bhat  pressure  can  be  maintained  in  the  envelope.  The  air 
exhaust  hose,  however,  exhausts  into  the  ballonet  space.  This  is  necessary  be- 
cause thus  it  is  exhausting  against  a pressure  equal  to  that  in  the  gas  s’pace, 
and  the  pressure  in  the  helmet  is  sufficient  to  cause  it  to  distend  fully.  If 
it  led  outside  the  envelope  into  the  atmosphere,  the  pressure  of  the  helium  on 
the  helmet  would  cause  it  to  collapse  tightly  about  the  wearer's  head  and  there 
would  not  be  enough  reserve  air  in  the  helmet  to  allow  a full  breath, 

Tne  two  hose  are  ta'ped  together  at  intervals  and  fastened  to  a harness 
'worn  by  the  person  entering  the  ballonet.  An  extra  air  cylinder  for  safety  is 
now  on  the  back.  A ri'p  ]panel  in  the  helmet  makes  it  possible  in  emergency  to 
get  air  to  the  wearer  more  quickly  than  by  removing  the  helmet.  The  gas 
helmet  is,  however,  safe  and  efficient  and  there  is  virtually  no  limit  to  the 
time  which  the  wearer  may  spend  in  the  gaseous  chamber  Yuthout  ill  effects. 

— -oOo 

FRAHCS  FIELD  OFFICERS  PARTICIPATE  IH  FIESTA  CELEBRATION 

In  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the  De'partment  Commander  to  secure  and  re- 
tain friendly  relations  with  the  citizens  of  the  Republic  of  Panama,  a six-ship 
good-will  mission  was  sent  to  David,  Republic  de  Panama,,  for  the  fiesta  and 
ceremonies  marking  the  third  of  November  (Panamanian  Inde'pendence  Day) . Contact 
and  friendly  relations  vrere  immediately  made  upon  landing,  and  were  continued 
until  the  flight  took  off  the  following  morning. 

The  fiesta  began  with  ceremonies  in  the  Plaza,  which  included  public  sing- 
ing, patriotic  addresses  and  forimtion  drill  by  the  police  department.  The  ceye^ 
monies  were  followed  by  a dance  at  the  David  Club  in  honor  of  the  Governor  of 
the  Province  of  Chiriqui  and  the  France  Field  delegates.  Following  toasts  to 
the  Governor,  the  Spanish  Consul,  the  Mayor  of  David,  and  other  influential 
citizens,  the  Governor  and  his  Staff  wore  tendered  a luncheon  by  the  aerial 
visitors. 

In  accordance  with  "the  old  Spanish  custom,"  the  afternoon  got  under  way 
with  a Panamanian  bull  fight.  This  differs  from  the  Spanish  version  in  tliat  , 
none  of  the  animals  particiTpating  are  killed  or  injured.  The  Toreadors,  instead 
of  being  XDrof essionals,  are  merely  volunteers  from  the  ranks  of  spectators,  and 
no  one  is  barred  from  the  arena.  Tlie  only  near  tragedy  occurred  -/hen  a lively 
bull  found  his  way  into  the  arena  (evidently  by  mistake  or  malicious  design)  and 
contacted  a Toreador  who  v/as  in  the  act  of  bowing  to  a senorita  on  the  sidelines 
The  momentum  of  the  bull  gave  him  the  advantage  and,  needless  to  say,  he  receivet 
the  ovation  of  the  multitudes  , who  by  this  time  were  in  true  fiesta  spirit. 

In  the  evening  the  France  Field  delegates  tendered  a dinner  to  the  Governor 
and  Senor  and  Senorita  Jurado.  The  dinner  was  followed  by  the  Governor’s  ball. 
Tne  flight  returned  home  early  the  next  morning.  Officers  participating  in  the 
flight  were  Gapts.  George  and  Trunk,  Lieut s.  Bevans,  Duke,  Nugent,  Hobbs,  Moody 
and  Cabell. 
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"Several 
indalgejj 
season  j'<  war\ 

j||Li€'  De-oo.t' 


TALES  . ..  .' 

^ting  forays  for  daer,  turkey,  -ducks,  etc.,  are  "being 
'personnel  of  the  Depot  from  time  to  time  daring  this 
3SS,"  says  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent  from  the  San 
continuing,  "Lieut.  C.E.  Thorna-s.,  Jr. , was  the  first  at 
nepo.v,  v/e~"O0xi^e,  to  get  a deer  this’ season,  and  this  was  the  outcome  of 
hi^iiig^ilarty  co^alposed  of  Ifejors  E.F.  Harrison  and  G.D.  Griggs,  M.C.  , of 
^ Kelly  Eield^,  £ii^Lieuts.  Chapman  and  Tliomas  of  this  Depot. 

] The ''deer il/i'ili'  question,  it  is  understood,  was  conquered  by  as  masterly  a 
j/piecd  of  iffi^l'i'ia'ry  strategy  and  tactics  as  has  ever  come  within  this  correspon- 
dent Js  khiO^^^dge.  It  seems  tliat  Lieut.  Thomas  had  taken  up  a piosition,  as  a 
reserve- force|,  so  to  spealc,  at  a point  commanding  a critical  salient  of  the 
proppsed  theatre  of  operations,  and  the  other  three  members  of- the  exrpeditlon- 
ary  (force xhadjjsucceeded  in  weakening  the  enemy  by  scouting  and  harrying  engage- 
ment s^ahdWd  ^maneuvered  him  into  a precarious  situation  where  he  would  be  ex- 
posed bo  an  o-^erhead  and  enfilading  fire  from  the  said  reserve  force,  who  there- 
upop,  by  a icldWr  ruse  in  the  riature  of  a feint  attack  upon  the  enemy’s  air 
unit  (ao  wit , one  pelican) , gained  fire  superiority  in  the  engagement  and  in- 
flicted one  hundred  percent  casualties  on  the  quarry.  Such  is  the  official 
verbal  coraraunique  from  the  scene  of  battle,  and  Lieut.  Thomas  was  the  recipient 
of  many  congratulations  uoon  his  prowess." 


From  Handolph  Field  comes  the  story  that,  as  the  turkey  season  opened  in 
Edwards  County  on  November  ISth,  ife-jor  Frederick  L.  Martin,  accompanied  by  Lieut. 
Harold  A.  fertron,  drove  up  to  the  ranch  of  ilr.  Joe  Sid  Peterson  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  15th  in  order  to  be  on  hand  at  the  first  crack;  of  dawn  on  the  open- 
ing day.  Ife-jor  Ivfa-rtin  succeeded  in  killing  his  first  wild  turkey  that  morning,  . 
and  by  noon  had  gotten  his  season’s  limit  of  three.  Being  a much  better  hunter 
than  Lieut.  Bartron  (who  up  to  that  time  had  failed  to  get  any),  Major  lfe,rtin 
returned  to  the  post,  leaving  Lieut.  Bartron  to  the  mercy  of  the  wilds,  "It  is 
regretted,"  says  the  Eews  Letter  Corresoondent , "that  I'fejor  Iviartin  was  not  per- 
sonally present  to  verify  the  facts  in  the  following  story  brought  back  by  Lt. 
Bartron,  which  is  that,  officer ’ s own  recital  of  the  facts.  Lieut.  Bartron 
states,  however,  that  witnesses  can  be  produced  in  case  any  one  is  energetic 
enou^  to  start  an  investigation  as  to  his' veracity , that  is,  if  they  vdll  come 
down  here  and  interview  them,"  Lieut.  Bartron’ s story  is  as  follows; 

"I  was  a m-ember  of  a camping  party  consisting  of  Itr.  Peterson,  his  brother, 
and  two  other  hunters  from  Houston,  Mr.  Holcomb  and  Mr,  Woods,  As  these  gentle- 
men had  just  arrived,  Mr.  Peterson  took  them  in  tow  and  left  me  to  do  what  I 

wished.  I had  informed  Mr,  Peterson  that  I thou^t  I knew  where  som.e  wild  tur- 
key gobblers  were  roosting,  that  I would  try  to  locate  the  tree  and  wait  for 
them  to  come  in,  but  not  to  wait  for  me  in  case  I v/as  late.  Wlien  I got  back  to 
camp  they  were  standing  in  front  of  the  car  apparently  somewhat  worried  because 
I had  gotten  there  quite  late  and,  as  I came  up,  Mr.  Peterson  said;  ’How,  listen 
here,  we  really  have  been  doing  things  this  afternoon.  Let’s  hear  your  story 
first  and  then  we  will  tell  ours.’  To  v/hich  I replied,  ’What  is  this  to  be,  one 

«f  these  mental  poker  games  where  the  first  liar  has  no  chance,  as  he  is  sure  to 

be  raised  by  the  next  one?'  and  he  said,  ’In  all  probability,  yes.'  So  I said, 
'In  spite  of  all  these  odds,  here  goes,' 

"I  rea-ched  the  tree  \7herein  I expected  the  turkeys  to  roost  at  about  4; 00 
o’clock  and  began  examining  the  ground  to  see  if  there  were  any  signs  that  they 
had  been  around.  Squirrels  were  quite  plentiful  and  aipparently  had  not  been 
molested,  as  they  x^aid  little  attention  to  me.  One  in  x^artiailar  was  burrovdng 
in  the  ground  about  15  yards  from  me,  so  I picked  uxd  a rock  and  threw  it  at  him. 
He  must  have  heard  the  rock  coming,  for  he  lifted  his  head  just  in  time  to  have 
a head-on  collision  with  the  rock,  and  he  rolled  over  dead  as  a mackerel.  Know- 
ing that  my  story  would  be  disbelieved,  I took  the  squirrel  back  with  me  for  evi- 
dence and  proceeded  further  for  turkey  signs. 

"I  came  to  a small  cave  running  back  into  the  rock  as  far  as  I could  see 
(about  20  feet)  and  being  4 feet  in  diameter.  The  entrance  to  this  cave  was  by 
^ans  of  a narrow  ledge,  not  more  than  two  feet  wide,  and  as  I stexoped  on  this 
xedge  trying  to  i^eer  into  the  cave,  I noticed  a sli^it  movement  on  the  side  of 
my  foot  and  looked  down  to  see  a full  grown  rattl'esnalce,.  Fortunately,  he  was 
not  coiled,  but  he  was  within  a foot  of  feet  and  I didn’t  have  room  to  x)oint 
the  guu  at  him,  so  I backed  off  a few  feet  end  shot  his  head  off,  and  added  his 
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rattles  to  ray  collection  of  evidence  to  take  back  with  rae  to  the  camp.  The 
rattles  are  still  in  my  possession,  fourteen  in  number,  in  case  of  any  inquiries. 

"I  then  proceeded  a little  further  and  loca.ted  the  turkey  signs  I had  been 
looking  for,  and  sat  down  to  await  their  arrival.  At  last  they  flew  in,. about 
100  yards  up  the  draw  from  rae,  and  I waited  until  it  was  almost  dark.  Moving 
slowly,  I managed  to  get  under  them  and  by  moonlight  vas  able  to  shoot  the  lar- 
gest gobbler’s  head  off.  (Correspondent's  notes  An  inspection  of  the  calendar 
reveals  that  there  was  no  moon  scheduled  at  the  time  this  incident  was  supposed 
to  have  taken  XDlace).  As  my  collection  of  evidence  was  by  this  time  one  which 
I considered  sufficient,  I made  tracks  for  my  car  and,  vdiile  driving  to  the 
ranch  house,  was  surprised  to  see  what  I thought  was  a small  dog  cross  the  road, 
in  front  of  my  car.  Kowe.ver,  being  naturall3r  a quick  thinJier,  it  occurred  to 
me  about  that  time  that  there  X7ere  no  dogs  in  that  part  of  the  country  and  that 
this  v;as  probably  a fax  (about  the  most  destructive  vermin  to  turkeys  that  Mr. 
Peterson  has  to  contend  with)  so  I u^ps  with  ray  trusty  16  gauge  gun  and  made  him 
a present  of  a charge  of  number  two  shot,  added  his  carcass  to  my  collection  and 
came  into  carap. 

"Having  told  ray  story,  I then  informed  them  that  I was  ready  to  hear  their 
story  , on  a conrpetitive  basis,  to  vdiich  they  very  generously  replied  that  even 
though  such  instances  were  rare,  that  this  was  probably  one  exception  in  which 
the  first  liar  won  by  a cora-plete  majority." 

This  is  Lieut.  Lartron' s story  and  he  says  he  will  stick  to  it. 


The  pheasant  is  a gallinaceous  bird  - the  dictionary  says  so.  It  is  also  j 
numerous,  brilliantly  colored,  native  to  Asia  but  widely  bred  elsewhere.  ! 

Patterson  Field  is  a habitat,  for  instance.  Several  of  the  Wright  Field  officers  i 
had  been  suspecting  for  some  time  that  it  was  too  flourishing  a habitat  in  a ; 

dexDression  year;  that  the  pheasants  were  having  altogether  too  easy  a time  of  it.  I 
So  vheii  I'Tovember  15th  rolled  around,  marking  the  opening  of  the  hunting  season,  ! 
guns  were  brought  forth  and  cleaned,  fire-arm  shops  visited,  wives  instructed  to  | 
withhold  all  meat  and  fowl  baying,  and  neighbors  whose  poor  husbands  didn't  hunt  i 
were  consoled  with  vague  but  happy  promises  foretelling  good  eating  and  cheer.  , 

It  was  not  made  clear  to  the  writer  just  where  the  pheasants  fell  down  on  | 
the  job.  Perhaps,  birds  not  being  the  most  completely  intelligent  of  our  lower  i 
forms  of  life  - Fabre  and  Maeterlinck  were  never  inspired  bj^  them  for  instance  J 
as  by  bees  - the  -pheasants  didn't  realize  the  advantageous  -possibilities  of  j 

Patterson  Field  for  their  own  domestic  purposes.  Or  perhaps  they  did  realize  { 
those  advantages  but  wouldn't  drop  when  shot.  For  they  must  have  been  hit  I Shots 
rang  out  all  those  ten  days  from  November  15th  to  25th.  Such  marksmen  as  Major 
Coleman,  Lieut s.  Cook,  Caldwell,  Martenstein,  Powers  and  Corkille  were  afield. 

But  so  contrary  were  those  gallinaceous  birds  that  Lieuts.  Martenstein  and  Powers, 
after  tram'ping  all  day,  came  heme  with  one  bird  between  them.  Whose  gun  coaxed 
it  down  is  auother  of  those  mysteries  that  the  world  rolls  on  without  solving. 

And  that  was  better  luck  than  many  others  could  boast  of  who  tramped  des'oerately 
through  the  lush  grass  and  swam'ps  day  after  day,  from  davm  to  dusk,  aiming  hi^ 
and.lovr.  Lieut.  Caldwell  brought  one  home,  but  they  do  say  it  was  Johnnie 
Corkille *s  shot  and  he  just  let  Charlie  -pick  it  up.  The  truth  is  they  both  shot 
at  it;  but  gossip  is  a malicious  thing. 

Oh,  yes,  for  all  the  effect  the  hunting  seaso’n  had,  pheasants  may  be  \7ell 
and  widely  bred  birds  at  Patterson  Field  for  another  year. 


The  deer  hunting  season  this  year  in  Michigan  found  six  mighty  nimrods  from 
Selfridge  Field  wandering  tov/ards  the  northern  Penincula  in  search  of  the  elusive 
buck.  Included  amongst  these  famous  hunters  were  Ca-pt.  A.B.  Ballard,  Lieuts. Harry 
A,  Johnson,  H.T.  McCormick,  H.H.  VanAuken,  G.F.  McGuire  and  J.V.  Crabb.  They  ar- 
rived at  Gladstone,  Mich.,  late  on  the,  14th  of  Hoveraber,  after  -pushing  and  -pulling 
through  the  mud  holes  of  an  -unused  log  road.  Everybody  was  tired  but  hungry  and 
managed  to  ea,t  a big  meal  and  get  ready  for  the  early  morning  hunting.  On  the 
first  day,  Lieut.  Johnson  distinguished  himself  by  getting  lost  in  a swamp.  The 
rest  of  the  party  took  a vote  and  decided  to  hunt  him  and  bring  him  home,  since  he 
had  the  keys  to  his  car.  Tno  Ski'pper,  of  course,  claims  that  if  the  sun  had  not 
gone  down  he  would  have  returned  home  okey. 

The  hoys  brought  home  one  nine-poi'nt  buck,  but  had  to  admit  that  one  of  the 
other  men  in  the  party  shot  him.  It  was  a tough  brealc,  but  next  year,  perloaps, 
better  luck. 
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THE  LIBRARI  OF  THE  MATERIEL  DIVISION, AIR  CORPS 
B'j  Hope  Thomas,  Librarian 

Tlie  Library  at  the  Materiel  Division,  Air  Corps,  is 

usually-  termed  an  ■ "'a'erona,utical'’  library, 
but  feu  people  ■ seem'  to  realize-  hou 
comprehensive  that ■ eutpr ess i'on  is. 

At  least , -if  ' some  of  • the  requests 
for  information  are 'any  indication; 
many  of  them  a sit  for  "all  you  have  on  aeronautics,"  and -'others , who  are  more 
specific,  for  "everything  you  have  on  all  types  of  airplanes."  ' These  requests, 
.of  course,  cannot  be  filled  until  more  definite  information  is  furnished  as  to 
what  is  really  wanted.  ■ • 

However,  as  the  Library  is  primarily  for  the  use  of  the  engineers  at  Wright 
Field.,  it  necessarily  covers  a great  many  subjects.  Among  the' 6,500  volumes, 
one-will  find- books- on  mathematics,  mechanics,  physics,-  chemistry, . engineering 
materials,  engines,  electricity;",  -radio,  meteorology,  and  navigatioh,  as  -well  as 
those  which,  fall  under  the  direct  classification  of  aeronaut ics'k-  '•'■•Ih  addition, 


there  is  e.  patent  and  law  library-. 

■ Rooks  are' not  a reliable  source  of  information  about  new  developments , .as 
■aeronautics  is  a fast  growing  science.  For  reference  and  study' of  past,  perform- 
ances, .books  are  indispensable,  and  all  new  books  on  technical  aspects  of  aero- 
nautics are  promptly  added  to  the  library.  The  most  imiportant  data,  however, 
are . contained  in  the  doc-ument  files  which  comprise  over  forty  -thousand  pamphlets 
and  documents each  one  of  which' is  indexed  under  its  subject,  vrith  s-uc'n  cross 
references  as  are  desirable.  These  files  contain  reports  on  all  test  and  devel- 
opment work  of  the  Air  Corps,  reports  from  other  engineering  laboratories,  manu- 
facturers’ handbooks,  and -reports  from  all  ever  the  world  which  are  sent  in  by 
the  military  attaches.  The  majority  of  these  reports  describe  sioecific  'tests, 
are' very  definite  in  character,  and  do  not  cover  a subject  in  a general  way. 

They  re-present,  of  course,  the  latest  data  available  on  a -subject,  with  informa- 
tion still  too  new  to  be  found  in  books  or  magazines.  Technical  reports  are  es- 
pecially valuable,  as  they  are  written  by  men  who  are  specialists  in  their  sub- 
jects and  afford  authoritative  information. 

Ohe  library  subscribes  to  about  one  hundred  technical  magazine.s,  thirty  of 
which  are  foreign-.  These  magazines  are  bound  at  the  end  of  the'  year  and  kept 
for  reference.  A card  index  is  kept  of  the  most  impertant  articles  in  magazines 
not  listed  in  the  Industrial  Arts  and  Engineering  Indexes. 

Twice  a week-  a lis-!'  of  new  doc-uments  and  books  is  issued.  These  .lists  are 
sent  to  aircraft,  manufacturers , aeronautical  societies,  colleges  and'universi- 
ties  maintaining  an  aeroi-iautical  course,  as  well  as  to  other  governmental 
agencies. 

An  important'  source  of  information  is  the  photograifnic  file.,  which  comprises 
42,485  negatives,  2,787  lantern  slides,  and  a large  number  of  motion  pictures. 
These  photographs  afford  a.  complete  record  of  the  engineering  'work  of  the  Air 
Corps  for  the  past  thirteen  years.  . . 

. Although,  the  library  at  the  Ivfeteriel  Division,  tJright  Field,'  is,  maintained 
primarily  for  engineers  of-  the  Air  Corps,  its  policy  is  to  coo'perate  with  all 
whr  are  interested  in  aeronautics.  A great  many  manufacturers , universities, 
and  individuals  make  -use  of  the  facilities  offered.  Documents  are  loaned  outside 
the  Division  for  a period  of  tv/o  weeks,  if  a duplicate  copy  is  available.  Others 
raa.y  be  consulted  in  the  library.  All  inquiries  are  promptly  answered. 


oOo 


LI GHTEE-THAIA-AIR  ACTIVITIES  AT  SCOTT  FI.'fiLD  ■ 

Airship  flying  at  Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111.,  was  somewhat  restricted 
lately  due  to  vreather  and  the  fact  that  only  one  ship  is  set  up.  Plans  to'in- 
crease  the  number  of  ships  in  commission  will  taloe  effect  late  in  t'he  winter  with 
T^he  setting  -up  of  an  E type  bag  to  which  will  be  suspended  an  incloded  cabin, 
inis  caoin  will  be  attached  to  the  bag- by  internal  suspension,  the  first  time  thi 
'type  of  suspension  has  been  usod  by  the  Air’ Corps.  The  ship  will  be  -powered  with 
.two  Lambert  motors,  -Vvhich  are  rated  at  about  70  h.p.  each.  The  capacity  of  this 
ship  will^  be  about  90,.000  c-ubi.c  -'feet,  which  is  less  than  half  the  size  oi  the  TC 
'.ype  wnicn  is  the  type  oi  airshi]D  now  in  use,  and  normally  - carries  about  four 
passengers,  • ./ 

a.-u  t.he  set-up  of  this,  shi-p,  an  A type  airship  will  be  put  to- 

ge-.her.  .uiis  ship  bus  a capacity  nf  about  135,000.  cu.bic  feet,  and  it  is  expected 
to  nave  it  in  commission  about  May. 
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WAH  DEtAETMT  OEDEES  AEFECTIHG  AIS  COEPS  OPEICEES 

CHANGES  OF  STATION;  To  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Air  Cor-ps,  WasMnf';:ton , D,C.  - 
Captain  Charles  M.  Savage,  from  Eoclcwell  Field,  Calif. 

To  Kelly  Field,  Texas;  Captain  Aahy  C.  Strickland,  from  Hawaiian  Dept. 

To  Clianute  Field.  111.;  Captain  Otto  G.  Trunk,  from  Panaim  Department. 

To  Bolling  Field,  D.C.;  1st  Lieut.  Donald  B.  Phillips,  from  Philippines, 

To  Philippines;  1st  Lieut.  Wm.  D.  Old,  from  Kelly  Field,  effective  5~25-32 

To  Panama.;  1st  Lieut.  Harvey  L.  Boyden,  Kelly  Field,  sailing  March  10,1932. 

To  Ha\mii;  Capt,  Benj . B.  Cassidy,  Iferch  Field,  sailing  March  12,  1932. 

To  l^'Iaxwell  Field,  Ala.;  Isf  Lieut.  Kenneth  C.  McGregor,  Middletown  Air  Depot, 

To  Dayton,  0.  ; Captain  Hu^  A.  Bivins,  from  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  for  duty 
as  Technical  Sapervisor  in  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot  Supply  , Control  Area. 

To  Walter  Eeed  General  Hospital.  Wash.  D.C.t  Captain  Clarence  B.  Loher, 
Akron,  Ohio,  for  observation  and  treatment, 

DETAILED  TO  THE  AIE  COEPS;  2nd  Lieut.  Herbert  C.  Gibner,  Jr.,  Field  Art^y, 
and  to  Eaiidolph  Field,  Texas,  March  1,1932,  for  flying  training. 

EELIEVED  FEOM  DETAIL  TO  THE  LIE  COEPS;  2nd  Lieuts. Elmer  L,  Thompson  and 
Wm.  H.  Isbell,  Jr.,  to  Field  Artillery,  2nd  Division,  Ft.  Sam  Houston,  Texas; 

2nd  Lieut.  Charles  E.  Frederick  to  13th  Infantry,  Port  Adams  . , , E.I,;  2nd 

Lieut.  Frederick  T.  Berg  to  the  62nd  Coast  Artillery,  Fort  Totten,  N.Y. 

PEOMOTIONS ; Captain  Wm.  E.  Lynd  to  liajor,  rani:  Dec.  1,  1931;  To  Captain: 

1st  Lieut,  Eaiil  C.  Kiel,  ranlc  Nov,  25,  1931;  1st  Lieuts.  Harold  L.  George,  Lewis 
A.  Dayton,  Younger  A.  Pitts,  Howard  Z.  Bogert,  Benjamin  F.  Griffin,  Ward  P. 
Eobinson,  rank  Dec.  1,  1931. 

EES I GNAT I ONS : Captain  Clarence  Edward  Shankle;  2nd  Lieut.  Allen  Joslyn 
Middle , 

EETIEEMUTT ; 1st  Lieut.  Barnie  E.  Dallas,  Dec,  51,  1951,  with  rank,  of 
Captain,  for  disability  incident  to  the  service. 

o0o< — • 

M BAEEACKS  FOE  23rd  BOMiBARDMENT  SQUADEON 

The  War  Department , having  approved  the  construction  of  new  barracks  for 
the  23rd  Bombardment  Squadron  at  Luke  Field,  T.H.,  concrete  was  poured  for  the 
foundations  recently,  marking  the  inauguration  of  that  organization’s  plan  for 
a nev/  area  to  replace  the  one  totally  destroyed  by  fire  on  June  15th.  The  Con- 
structing Quartermaster,  Captain  J.S.  Underwood,  will  disburse  $13,030.00,  au- 
thorized for  material  for  the  16  buildings  to  be  erected. 

The  13  sets  of  enlisted  men’s  quarters  will  represent  an  innovation  in  Army 
housing.  Each  will  be  16  x 32  feet  and  accommodate  eight  men.  A large  struc- 
ture, 30  X 157  feet,  will  contain  the  kitchen,  squadron  mess,  noncommissioned 
officers’  mess,  N.C.O.  Club,  while  in  an  added  ell,  34  x 140  feet,  will  be  quar- 
tered senior  non-coms.  Headquarters  building  v;ill  be  combined  under  one  roof 
with  supply,  reading,  and  billiard  rooms,  occupying  an  area  40  x 127  feet.  All 
construction  v/ill  be  frame  on  concrete  foundations.  Liberal  use  of  wire  netting 
in  lieu  of  walls  will  be  made. 

As  assistant  to  the  Constructing  Quartermaster,  the  Squadron  Commander,  1st 
Lieut.  John  W.  Warren,  has  his .First  Sergeant,  John  P.  Grimme.  It  is  planned  to 
occupy  the  new  barracks  by  Christmas. 

.oOO' 

Captain  Prank  M.  Hawks  was  a visitor  at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  recently, 
arriving  in  his  famous  Travelair,  the  record-breaker  of  many  standing  marks  in 
the  United  States,  Canada  and  Europe,  Captain  Hawks  served  under  General  Pratt 
during  the  World  War  and  was  his  guest  while  c.t  the  field.  He  was  on  his  way 
from  Wichita  to  New  York. 

— oOo' . 

After  months  of  talks  and  rumors,  the  famous  American  Clipper,  the  42-passen- 
ger Sikorsky  of  the  Pan-American  Airways , became  a reality  when  she  came  in  to 
a landing  at  Floks  Eiver.  Although  Colonel  Lindbergh  remained  at  Barranquilla , 
Cclombia,  Mr.  Sikorsky,  the  desiigi'^er,  accompanied  the  ship  to  the  Canal  Zone. 

He  was  the  guest  of  numerous  civilian  organizations  in  the  Canal  Zone.  Mr. 
Sikorsky  called  on  the  Commanding  Officer  of  France  Field,  where  many  of  the 
Air  Corps  officers  hiad  the  pleasure  of  meeting  him. 
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M APPROPRIATE  CHRISmS  GIPT 


Among  the  numerous  requests  received  by  the  Infoirraation  Division  for 
photographs  and  data  on  aviation,  and  T>hich  are  alv/ays  cheerfully  complied 
with  as  far  as  possible,  perhaps  none  afforded  the  genuine  appeal  than  the 
one  received  just  recently  from  Herbert  Jensen,  of  Bloomington,  111, 


Summerall,  Commanding  General  of  the  first  Division,  American  Expeditionary 
forces,  f ranee,  September  15,  1918.  This  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Command- 
ing Officer  of  the  8th  Aero  Squadron,  and  reads  as  follows; 

"I  desire  to  express  formally  and  in  writing  my  thanks  for  the  val- 
uable assistance  rendered  by  the  8th  Observation  Squadron  during  the  re- 
cent offensive  operations  against  the  St.  Mihiel  Salient. 

Under  most  trying  weather  conditions  the  Squadron  carried  out  vdth 
marked  courage  and  devotion  its  mission,  contributing  materially  to  this 
brilliant  success  of  American  arms. 

To  you  and  your  fine  command  I desire  to  convey  the  thanks  of  the 
Division  and  myself." 

The  signature  of  Lieut.  Aifoen  Jensen  appears  among  57  odd  vanities  of 
handwriting  specimens  appearing  on  this  certificate,  also  those  of  Captains 
Walter  Bender  and  H.H.  Young,  the  only  members  of  this  efficient  organization 
who  are  still  in  active  service  with  the  Air  Corps. 

It  is  not  known,  of  course,  if  Lieut.  Jensen  has  in  his  possession  a copy 
of  the  historical  document  above  described.  If  he  has  not , the  Christims 
present  of  his  young  nephew  will  no  doubt  be  a source  of  much  surprise  and 
pleasure  to  him, 

— -oOo ~ 

'MGLE  IE  A CLOUD 

While  in  the  descent  of  a multiple  parachute  jump  for  a motion  picture 
news  reel,  recently.  Sergeant  Levi  C.  Schneider  and  Sergeant  Lloyd  T.  Burval 
exchanged  greetings  in  a cloud  and,  deciding  that  neither  cared  for  the  other’s 
immediate  company  under  the  circumstances,  parted  after  strenuous  efforts,  and 
meticulously  avoided  each  other  during  the  remainder  of  the  descent. 

Five  men  jumped  from  the  Chanute  Field  Transport  at  an  altitude  cf  6500 
feet,  for  the  purpose  of  permitting  nev/sreel  photographers  to  take  motion  pic- 
tures of  the  five  parachutes  descending  into  clouds  and  emerging  from  the 
bottom  of  the  cloud  bank.  The  wind  at  that  altitude  was  estimated  at  50  miles 
an  hour.  Sergeant  Schneider  jumped  third,  after  Sergeant  Burval  has  preceded 
him  as  the  second  to  jump.  Hie  soldiers  cleared  the  ship  -pi’operly  and  the 
parachutes  functioned  in  a normal  live  opening.  Their  objective,  a large  white 
fleecy  inviting  cloud,  about  1500  feet  thick,  lay  1000  feet  below  them  and  to 
one  side.  Intent  upon  kicking  holes  in  the  cloud  with  their  feet,  the  two 
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jumpers,  carefully  watching  their  direction,'  slipped  the ir  chutes.  Just  as 
Sergeant  Schneider  was  within  nice  kicking  distance,  about  to  release  his 
risers  and  float  into  the  cloud,  he  received  one  of  life's  thrills  'by  suddenly- 
finding  one  pair  of  army  issue  shoes  directly  in  front  of  his  nose.  the 
size  and  general  contour  of  the  shoes,  he  at  once  recognized  his  friend,  Sgt. 
Barval,  who  also  had  been  intently  navigating  toward  the  cloud.  Due  to  the 
high  wind,  the  parachutes  were  oscillating  vrolently,  and  before  the  two  men  I 

had  a clmnce  to  separate,  Sgt,  Bnrval  was'  thrown  thru  Sgt.  Sclmeider’s  shroud  i 

lines,  his  legs  and  body  becoming  entangled  by  the  cords  v/hich  wrapped  around 
him.  Doth  chutes  had  by  this  time  been  allowed' to  open  full,  but  Sergeant 
Schneider's  chute  was  flattened  on  one  side  by  the  lines  of  the  other  chute, 
and  he  began  to  drop  more  rapidly,  dragging  Sgt,  Darval  with  him,  the  tangle 
becoming  more  severe. 

As  this  happened,  a hole  was  torn  thru  one  xoanel  of  Schneider's  parachute, 
causing  it  to  fall  still  faster.  Doth  had  reached  their  objective  together. 

They  were  in  the  center  of  the  milijy  white  cloud,  and  each  violently  wished 
that  he  or  the  other  v/ere  somev/here  else. 

By  what  is  considered  exce'ptional  headwork  and  methodical  skill  in  this 
emergency,  Sgt.  Barval,  jammed  against  the  torn  canopy  of  Sgt.  Schneider's 
parachute,  with  many  silk  lines  around  his  legs,  while  both  chutes  were  oscil- 
lating wildly  in  the  center  of  a white  soupy  cloud,  with  assistance  from  , 

Schneider  as  far  as  possible,  held  the  shrouds  out  from  him  and  slowly  disen- 
tangled himself.  Finally  he  was  free  and  smng  away.  Bat  before  they  could  | 
effectively  se-parate,  they  were  again  thrown  together  in  oscillation,  but  this  | 
time  freed  himself  more  easily  and  again  was  free. 

By  this  time  each  man  was  tired  of  the  si^t  of  the  other,  longed  to  get 
out  of  that  cloud  v/here  such  aerial  combat  'v/as  unfair,  and, deciding  that  if  he 
never  saw  the  other  again  it  would  be  too  soon,  each  took  immediate  ste-ps  to  j 
hunt  some  other  portion  of  the  atmosphere.  Barval  sli'pped  one  way,  while 
Schneider  with  his  torn  chute  fell  away  rapidly,-  sli'pping  out  of  the  cloud  in 
another  direction.  Barval  dro'prjed  500  feet  below  Schneider,  who  decided  that 
there  was  no  disgrace  in  remaining  somewhat  higher.  Both  then  made  normal 
descents,  drifting  about  ten  miles  -from  their  starting  point  and,  from  the 
latest  information  at  hand,  they  are  still  friends. 

- PROt  WASH,  Chanute  Field. 

oOo 

MORE  "DOPE"  OH  RANDOLPH  FIELD,  TEXAS 

Landing  Area;  Kept  in  condition  by  a battery  of  multiple-unit  tractor- 
drawn  fairway  mov/ing  machines.  Probably  the  best  kept  and  largest  Bermada  grass  ; 
la\7n  in  the  country.  Boundary  lights  around  the'  field,  and  on  inner  side  of  the 
field  are  the  hangarfe  lighted’ up.  ■ . 

Approach ; From  the  highway  on  the  North.  The  gate  house  group  is  also  of  ,j 
the  Spanish  type  and  is  flanked  by  rows  of  pines  and  cedars.  From  here  a tvro-  : 

road  parlcr/ay  runs  south  across  one-  side  of  the  landing  area  mitll  it  reaches  the  i 
building  grou'p  -where  it  meets  the  Administration  Bailding,'  which'  faces  north.  In  . 
front  of  the  gate-house  group,  there  are  a pair  of  aeronautical  Air  Corps  Insig- 
nia worked  out  in  flowers  and  co’lored  plants  . At  the  Adnini  strati  on  Bailding 
the  insignia  layout  is  repeated  with  the  large  letters  spelling  "Randolph  Field." 

Boulevard;  Encircles  the  major  iportion  of  the  bailding  area,  with  native 
trees  and  shrubs  lining  it. 

Recreation  facilities ; On  the  East  side  of  the  bailding  area  is  the  Main 
Athletic  Field.  Facing  it  is  the  Gymnasium.  The  enlisted  men's  swii.ming  pool 
is  between  their  barracks,  also  on  the  east  side  of  the  bailding  area,  and 
aroiuid  this  swimming  'pool  is  an  open  air  theatre  with  a seating  c^panity  for 
1500.  Tliere  are  three  swimming  pools  in  all,  and  there  may  be  ^till  another  for 
commissioned  and  noncommissioned  officers  and  their  families.  These  pools  act 
as  reservoirs-  for  the  sprinloling  and  fire-fighting  systems  on  the  'post . ■ They 
have  sub-aqueous  illumination  for  night  use.  In  fact,'  the  -primary  'purpose  of 
these  pools  w'as  originally  as  reservoirs,  -with  their  construction  ada'pted  to 
make  them  suitable  for  swimming  -pools. 

Nursery;  An  18-acre  tract  at  one  corner  of  the  field  v/as  used  to  trans- 
plant all  native  -plants  on  the- original  field  v/hich  were  worth  saving.  It  is 
now  set  aside  as  a reservation  wherein  trees  and  shrabs--are  cultivated  for 
beautifying  the  field.  '<i 

Barracks ; In  general,  the  barracks  are  finished  similar  to  the  quarters. 
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NOTES  FHOM  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS 


Max\7ell  Field,  Montgomery.  Ala.  , December  1st. 

Tlie  flying  of  the  Tactical  School  has  heen  severely  hampered  by  heavy  haze 
caused  by  numerous  forest  fires  in  Alabama  and  neighboring  States.  In  common 
with  the  air  mail  and  other  commercial  flying  activities,  ships  were  left  in 
the  han^rs  \7hile  students  devoted  their  attention  to  what  General  A should  do, 

Hiaxwell  Field  is  Indulging  in  congratulations  on  that  rarest  happening  on 
Air  Corps  posts  « promotions.  First  Lieut.-  W.R.  Peck  was  promoted  to  the  grade 
of  Captain,  and  Capt.  Will  Gooch,  Qji^C,  was  promoted  to  the  grade  of  Ifejor,  Ap- 
propriate ceremonies  commemorated  each  event , but  no  amount  of  ceremony  can  ac- 
custom Pedc  to  his  new  dignity.  Not  so  with  the  Qp-artermaster. 

Maxwell  Field  is  rapidly  becoming  accustomed  to  being  inspected  by  digui- 
taries.  It  was  honored  recently  by  an  inspection  by  Hon.  W,  Frank  James,  M.C., 
Chairman  of  the  Coirmittee  on  Military  Affairs,  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
James  expressed  great  interest  in  the  program  of  construction,  and  in  a press 
interview  sponsored  the  establishment  of  a Squadron  Officers'  Course  as  a part 
of  the  curriculum  of  the  Tactical  School.  This  matter  also  has  the  intense 
interest  of  Mr.  Lister  Hill,  Member  of  Congres  from  this  district,  and  from 
ptess  expressions  it  would  appear  that  the  convening  Congress  will  receive 
bills  destined  to  make  the  new  course  an  actuality. 

Maxwell  Field  was  also  visited  by  Major-General  Robert  U.  Patterson, Surgeon 
General,  and  Major-General  Stephen  Fuqua,  Chief  of  Infantry.  Both  officers  ex- 
pressed great  interest  in  the  development  of  the  Tactical  School. 

Another  Inspection  of  a totally  different  kind  was  made  by  llfe-jor  Junius  W. 
Jones,  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps.  The  results  of  this  last 
inspection  will  x^robably  be  received  with  great  interest  by  certain  gentlemen 
on  the  staff. 

The  'pei’sonnel  of  Maxwell  Field  supported  the  drive  for  funds  of  the  local 
Red  Cross  and  Associated  Charities  to  the  tune  of  approximately  $1,200. 

A very  interesting  and  instructive  lecture  on  Aerial  Navigation  vras  given 
the  Post  by  Lieut .-Commander  P.V.H.  Weems,  USN.  Fortunately  for  our  embryo 
navigators,  poor  flying  conditions  have  prevented  any  attempts  at  practical  ap- 
plication of  this  lecture. 

The  equitation  class  of  the  school  continues  practice  as  well  as  disgusted 
horsemen.  The  former  swell  the  ranks  of  the  Hunt  Club  on  their  Sunday  rides,  to 
the  derision  of  the  latter.  The  foregoing  is  almost  equally  true  of  the  Ladies' 
Riding  Class. 

Armistice  Day  and  Thanksgiving  were  observed  in  the  customary  Air  Corps 
manner. 

Scott  Field,  Belleville.  111.,  December  9th. 

Against  keen  competition,  which  included  both  American  and  Canadian  birds, 
Scott  Field  homing  pigeons  made  an  excellent  cleanup  of  awards  at  the  Chicago 
Pigeon  Show  from  December  1st  to  Sth. 

Lieut  .-Colonel  John  A.  Paegelow,  post  commander,  \7ho  -personally  pays  all 
the  expenses  of  entering  and  shi-pping  the  birds,  entered  14  -pigeons  in  this 
show,  and  the  final  results  showed  eight  firsts,  five  seconds  and  one  fourth. 

The  premier  -prize  in  the  homer  class,  a cu'p  for  the  best  homer  in  the  show,  was 
captured  by  "Colonel  John  A.  Paegelow,"  the  bird  which  won  the  same  'prize  in  the 
National  Show  last  year.  Another  crack  Scott  Field  bird,  "General  Frank  Parker," 
took  top  honors  in  the  class  for  1931  birds. 

Staff  Sgt.  Max  Bronichurst,  Scott  Field  pigeoneer,  sent  many  of  the  Chicago 
prize  winners  tjthe  Cairo,  Illinois,  Show,  which  opened  on  December  9th,  and 
ex-pects  to  see  the  birds  ca'pture  a big  portion  of  the  homer  awards.  From  the 
showing  made  at  Chicago,  he  also  has  hi^  hopes  for  the  Scott  Field  entries  in 
the  National  Show  at  Louisville,  Ky, , in  January.  The  National  Shew  will  com'plet 
the  schedule  of  shov/ings  for  the  season, 

Ifetber  Field. Mills.  Calif. . November  27th. 

The  Communications  Officer  at  Mather  Field  claims  to  have  found  a new  one 
to  add  to  the  list  of  thousand  and  one  things  that  may  go  wrong  with  his  G.I. 
radio  transmitter.  It  seems  that  on  a recent  bright  morning,  with  outgoing  mas- 
sages piled  high  on  the  o-perator's  desk  and  the  d'its  and  dots  stringing  through 
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the  ether  in  proper  and  rapid  sequence,  the  transmitter  suddenly  quit  - finally 
and  completely.  A check  revealed  a short  condenser.  It  was  replaced.  The 
operator  essayed  to  test  his  transmitter.  ’’Click”  and  another  condenser  was 
shot.  , . : h 

"Ah,  ha j "says  the  operator,  "I  smell  a rat."  And  he  did!  A mouse,  carious 
r^asvtQ-cwhyvall  the  electric  lights  were  left  harning  in  the  daytime,  had  crawled 
into;  the,  6,et  and  with  his.  body  shorted  the  current  in  the  key  leads.-  -.ITow  he  is 
gone  hut  not  forgotten.  Every  time  the  transmitter  is  used,  the  radio  room  is 
■ freshly  charged  with- an  -odor  of  frying  rat.  Very  appetizing. 

The -inter- squadron  basket  hall  leagde  at  liather  Field-  developed  a very  in- 
teresting series  of  games,.,  . To  date,  with  three  games,  behind  each  of  the  four 
. teams,  -the  55th  Squadron’e  outfit,  .with  Lieut.  .H.A.  .Berger  as  coach,  has  a de- 
cided edge,  having  won  three,  out  of  three  , and  by  high  scores. 

Regarding,  the  hi^  (and  very  cold)  v/inds  of  the  past  week,  several  of  the 
• bachelor  -officers,  claim  to  have  -ran  a series  of  wind  tunnel  tests  ih  the  halls 
.of  their  quarters:.,-:- with  all  the  doors  and  windov/s  shut.  

Patterson  Field,  - Fairfield,  Ohio , November  25th.  • 

-Major  A.L.  Sneed, . Commanding;  Officer , ferried  a P-12C  to  Maxwell  Field  on 
November  20th,  this  plane  having  been  overhauled  at  this  station.  -Ibile  at 
Maxwell;,.; .Ma-j or  Sneed  conferred  with  the  Commanding  Officer  regarding  the  coordi- 
nating of  matters  to  be  discussed  at  the  Engineering- Supply  Conference  scheduled 
.for  December  1st  to  4th. 

Visitors  at  this  station  during  the  past;  two  weeks  included  Captain'  Connell, 
Chanute  Field,  Eov.  9th,  ferrying  a BT2  for  major,  overhaul,  returning,  the  same 
■day  ferrying  a YFl- to  his  home  station: — Eight  -civilian  pilots  in  cnmm.ercial 
■planes  ITov.  10th,  enroute  on  cross-country  missions  — Captain  He rold,  Lambert 
Field,  Fov.  12th,  f er-ryijig. a BT-1  for -major-  rverlTaul  — Lieut.  Shanahan,  pilot, 
and  Captain  Donn,  passenger,  Middletown  Air  Depot,  Fov.  13th. — Majors  Brett, 
Brower,  Lieuts-;  Lowry,.  He iman,  Silli-n  and' McLaughlin,  ■ Selfridge  Field,  Fov.  13, 
ferrying  Par  sui  t : planes  for  major  overhauls-—.  Lieut;,  t/althal , Bolling  Field; 
Lieuts.  Veigel  and  Hart ,- Lunken  Airport , and  Sgt,  Swasher,  Chanute  Field,  Fov. 
16th,  ferrying' planes-  for  major  overhaul  at  this  station—  Lieut.  Horn,  Fov. 
17th,-  ferrying  an.  02-H  f or  major  overhaul -r"-.:' Lieuts . Bradley  and  Todd',  Self  ridge 
Field,  Fov.  19th,  ferrying  P-12  and  CAIB,  respectively,  for  major,  overhaul. 

The ’Engineering,  Department  during  Oct.d-ber- performed’ maj.or  overliauls  on  18 
airplanes  and  47  „engines,  and -minor  overhauls  on  31  planes  and  28  engines. 

Lieut.  ;R.L.  -T/illiamson,  , 'pilot , and  Mr.  Merkling,  mechanic,  flew  to  Mt. 
Vernon,  Ohio,  Fov.  25th  to  make  necessary  repairs  to  an  0-25A. plane,  flown  by 
Lieut.  Sparhawk,  of  Chanate  Field,  wmich  was  .forced-  doT.7p -due- to  engine  failure. 

Lieut.  C.S,  Irvine  drove  to  Battle  Creek,  Mich,,  where  he  entered  the 
hospital  and  submitted  to  a gangrenous  appendicitis  operation.  He  is  convalesc- 
ing very  nicely  at  this  w/riting.;  . 

Lieut.  F.M.  Zeigler,  pilo'^','  and  Lt.-Cpl.  L.E.  Goodier,  Jr.,  passenger,  flew 
to  Wooster,  Ohio,  Fov;,  23rd  to  obtain  shrubbery:  in  connection  with  the  nursery 
which  is  to  be  started  at  this  stati.on.  • ■ ' 

Lieut.  G.V.  MePike,  pilot,  and  Mr.  L.M.  Hill,  passenger,  made  a cross- 
country, flight  -to  Lunken  Airport -;Fovember  5th. 

-Lieut.  MelviUi-B.  A*sp  .ferried  from ‘Wright  Field  to  Crissy  Field- on  Fovember 
5th  a BT-2B  plane,  and ;ferried  an- -0-251  on  his  .return  journey,  having  as 'his 
passenger  Mr.  Albert,  de  Obairio,  Representative  of  the 'Republic  of  Panama  Con- 
sular Service  of  the  United  States,  wh0:.inade  a good-will  tour  of  various 'Consular 
■posts  en  route.  .Lieut..  'Asp  took  the  northern  route  out  - Dayton,  ' Omaha, Cheyenne , 
Salt  Lake  City,  Reno  and  San  Francisco,  and  the  southern  route  hack  - San 
Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  San  Diego,  Tacson,  El  Paso,  San  Antonio  and  Dayton.  The 
trip  from  San  Antonio  to  Dayton  ■v7as  made  in  one  da.y  - 9 hours,  50.  minutes. 

Lieut.  D.R.  Goodrich,  pilnt , ■ and  Major  M.C.  Grow,  passenger,  flew  to  Battle 
Creek,  Mich, , Fov.  2nd  to  visit  Lieut.  C.S.  Irvine,  a hospital  patient  there. 

France  Field,  Faaiama  Canal  Zone,  December  .6th. 

Although  the  past  few  weeks  at  France  ..Field  were  not  crowded  with  events  of 
general  interest,  a few  have  occurred  of  a"  nature  which  v;ill  interest  foraier  mem- 
bers of  the  Post  now  on  active  duty  in  the  States. 

With  the  dry  season  "just  arotmd  the  corner,"  the  weather  ha-s  been  such  that 
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to  spealc  of  it  as  "being  \7et  wonld  "be  entirely  inadec^te..  blightly  more  than 
18.l”incnes  of  rain' fell  during  the  period  from  xTovemher  Ist  to  16th,  so  one 
may  safely  assume' that  the  flying  program  here  vras  fairly  well  shot  to  pieces. 

Only  tv;o  cross-country  flights  of  any  importance  occurred  during  the  past 
month  and  a half,  and  both  missions  were  carried  out  .successfully.  One  of^the 
missions  was  from  Langley  Field,  Va. , for  the  purpose  of  ferrying  three  B~3A 
Bombers  to  the' Canal  Zone..  Headed  by  L.G.  Heffernan,  Captains  R.lT.Ott, 

R.B.  Khapp,  and  Lieuts.  L.D,  Fredericks  and  J.G.  OUfeal  made  the  trip.  Good 
weather  was  experienced  until  the  flight  reached  Costa  Rica,  where  storms  pre- 
vented them  from  reaching  San  Jose.  A forced  landing  was  made  at  Punta  Arenas. 
Every  courtesy  was  extended  to  the  pilots  by  the  countries  over  which  the  flight 
passed,  and  the  utmost  cooperation  was  tendered  by  the  Pen- American  Airways 
through  services  rendered  at.  their  various  landing  fields.  The  pilots  discover- 
ed many  inaccurexies  in  the  maps  that  were  used,  and  it  has  been  suggested  tMt 
all  pilots  flying  this  route  report  their  observations  so  that  the  mps  may  be 
corrected, 

A good-will  flight  that  reached  international  proportions  was  made  on 
November  17th,  when  Major  L.H,  Brereton  and  Lieut.  E.S.  Partridge  took  off  in 
an  Army  Sikorsl^  for  a tour  of  - capitals  of  Central  Ai'ierican  Republics.  Accom- 
paiiyiiig  them  were  Col.  Fred  D,  Cruse,  retiring  Military  Attache  with  headqu-ar- 
ters  at  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica;  and  Major  A.R.  Harris,  who  will  succeed  Colonel 
Cruse.  The  trip  was  lii^ly  successful  and  stops  were  made  at  San  Jose,  Costa 
Rica;  ftmtemala  City,  Guatemala;  San  Salvador,  Salvador;  Managua,  Nicaragua; 
Tapachula,.  Mexico;  and  Tegucigalpa,  Honduras. 

Mitdhel  Field,  L.I.,  New  York,  December  13th. 

Mitchel  Field  has  been  . pretty  much  in  the  doldrums  lately  as_^  a result  of 
the  bad  weather  curtailing  our  flying.  There  have  been  just  two  breaks  in  the 
monotony  of  a rather  humdrum  existence.  The  first  caused  a good  deal  of  ex- 
citement momentarily  but  didn’t  last  long  and  ended  very  peacefully.  Three^ 
general  prisoners  attacked  their  guard  and,  after  knocking  him  do-wn  and  taking 
his  gun,  escaped  from  the  Post.  They  were  retaken  very  shortly,  however,  by 
the  guard  vdiidi  had  immediately  turned  out..  In  fact,  they  were  retaken  before 
the  majority  of  persons  at Mitchel  Field  realized  what  the  alarm  was  about.  So 
the  brief  flurry  of  excitement  subsided  and  we  returned  to  our  occupation  of 
berating  the  weather  and  sulking. 

The  other  event  was  more  interesting  and  has  served  to  brighten  up  the 
week  end  for  us.  I mean  the  Army- Navy  football  game  here  in  Nev;  York.  Most  of 
Mitchel  Field  and  their  guests  turned  out  for  the  gaire,  and  a good  time  was-  had 
by  all  except  the  Navy.  Several  officers  came  up  from  Langley  Field  for^the 
game  - and  v/hat  a game  it  was  I From  all  we  can  gather,  their  trip  certainly 
was  vrortli  while.,  even  if  it  was  just  for  the  entertainment  that  was  supplied 
at  the  Astor  Hotel  after  the  game.  Ihe  weather  was  rather  bad  on  Sunday,  and 
we  had  hoxDed  that  they’d  have  to  stay  a day  or  two  longer,  but  it  seems  Nevr 
York  was  too  much  for  them  and  they  wanted  to  get  home.  Again  we  sink  back 
into  our  lethargy  at  least  until  the  Christmas  Holidays. 

Several  dances  had  been  planned  for  the  "period,  but  at  the  last  Officers’ 
Call  a unanimous  vote  caused  the  entertainment  committee  to  change  its  plans 
and  put  all.  its  eggs  in  one  basket.  Present  "plans  call  for  a colossal  party 
on  New  Year’s  Eve,  and  we’re  all  looking  forward  to  it  with  much  gusto. 

Boston  Air-port . Boston,  fess.. , December  Ist. 

Hollywood  will  have  to  look  to  its  laurels’.  With  Captain  Jose-ph  A. Wilson 
as  director  and  Lieut.  Rohrback,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  as  staff  photograp'her , a 
movie  was  made  recently  at  the  Boston  Air'port.  The  "atmosphere"  was  proviaed 
by  nearly  all  the  Reserves  who  fly  from  Boston  during  the  year,  and  the  story  - 
well,  we  won’t  go  into  tlmt. 

Scenes  were  made  on  the  ground  and  in  the  air;  comedy  and  pathos  were _ In- 
jected into  the  film,  and  in  all  a fine  -picture  was  produced.  At  a scre'.'.ning 
h Id  in  Captain  Wilson’s  quart  rs,  It  is  und  rstood  that  th  . film  was  a big 
succ'ss.  This  vt  rim  was  h-iild  in  accordance  with  "Hollywood"  ritual.  The 
film  will  now  bo  r 'leased  generally  in  all  'parts  of  - well , it  is  to  bo  show?i 
at  our  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Air  Reserves  Association, 

Lieut.  Glenn  C.  Salisbury  is  giving  intensive  training  to  the  Reserves  in 
close  formation  flying..  When  wc  say  close,  wo  moan  CLOSE.  Every  Saturday, 
when  most  of  the  gang  is  a-t  the  airport,  Lieut,  Salisbury  takes  different  pilots 
out  for  hal.f  hour  training  periods.  With  Lieut.  Salisbury  leading,  and  usually 
Lieut.  Hixson  (formerly  of  Selfridge  Field  but  now  studying  at  M.I.T.)  on  the 
right,  a Reserve  Officer  is  placed  on  the  left.  Various  formation  maneuvers  are 
in  order,  and  if  the  officer"hags  the  leader’s  ship  very  closely  throu^out,  he 
has  passed  his  test.  If  not,  Lieut,  ■^^alis'bury  has  him  up  for  another  workout 
at  a later  date. 

It  is  evident  that  Lieut..  Salisbury,  who  is  in  charge  of  Reserve  activities 
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and  training,  believes  in  real  training,  and  the  ho^s  are  enjoying  the  vorkouts. 

Recent  forniations  have  been  sent  over  various  affairs  of  military  nature, 
including  the  recent  unveiling  of  a monument  in  Amesbary,  ilass.  Ca'gt.  Joseph 
Wilson  led  the  formation  to  his  home  city,  r/ith  Lieut.  Griffin  as  passenger.  In 
the  other  ships  were  Lieuts.  Wm.  Tanner  with  Sgt.  Breen,  O.P.  Pierson  v/ith  Jos. 
A'Hearn,  C.,  Parker  with  Edward  IJewhall  and  "Mike"  Harlow  with  Meyers  as  passenger 

Tlie  grief  of  the  Reserves  on  learning  that  the  PT-l’s  are  to  be  dismantled 
and  presented  to  accredited  schools  or  colleges  for  ground  school  purposes  was 
surprising  to  note.  Several  of  the  officers  were  seen  to  bury  their  heads  in 
their  hands,  and  their  shoulders  heaved  and  heaved.  It  was  rather  doubtful 
whether  the  heaves  were  from  laughter  or  tears.  We  leave  that  to  your  imagina- 
tion. We  would  like  to  see  a couple  of  those  PT-6A  ships,  as  we  understand  that 
these  "Eleet’s"  are  nice  jobs,  bat  we  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  PT-3  and 
01~B  jobs  MS  have. 

Hars.  18th  Composite  Wing,  Port  Shaf ter , T.H. , December  1st. 

Upon  assvjning  connnand  of  the  Hav/aiian  Department,  one  of  the  first  inspec- 
tions made  by  I-Iaj or- General  Briant  H.  Wells  was  that  of  the  Fifth  Composite 
Group  at  Lnlce  Field.  Airplanes  and  flying  personnel  and  equipment  at  Luke  Field 
were  inspected,  the  General  being  accompanied  by  Lieut. -Col.  Gerald  C.  Brant, 

Wing  Commander,  and  I'iajor  I^fexwell  Kirby,  commanding  the  Fifth  Composite  Group. 

The  General  was  greeted  by  a 13-gun  salute.  Follov;ing  the  inspection,  18  planes 
flew  in  a review  formation  by  squadrons. 

Fifth  Comnoeite  Group.  Luke  Field,  T.H.;  Flying  training  for  the  month 
consisted  of  formation,  night,  cross-comitry , corarmani cation  and  instrument  fly- 
ing, aerial  photography,  aerial  bom.bing,  camera  obscura,  aerial  reconnaissance, 
aerial  navigation  and  maneuvers  in  conjunction  with  other  branches  of  the  ser- 
vice. 

On  Oct.  16th,  the  Sikorsky  airplane  from  this  station,  with  2nd  Lieut,  Pearl 
H.  Robey,  pilot;  Pvt.  1st  Cl.  Charles  F.  Bibbs,  Crew  Chief;  and  Fvt . Morley  S. 
Roberts,  Radio  0;peratcr,  also,  as  passengers,  L'iajor  J.H.  Brooks,  Medical  Corps, 
and  Mr.  A.  liillen,  civilian  contractor,  madd  an  airways  flight  to  Port  Allen, 
Kauai,  the  imr;)Ose  being  to  inspect  the  installation  of  service  tanks  at  the 
Airport  at  that  place. 

The  Department  Commander,  f&,j or- General  Briant  H.  Wells,  made  a general  in- 
spection of  this  Group  Oct.  23rd. 

The  23rd  Bombardment  Squadron  and  the  4th  Obs.  Squadron  are  tied  for  first 
honors  in  the  inter-squadron  Bs^sketball  League,  each  with  tv/o  wins  and  one  loss. 
Lieut.  Pryce,  coach  of  the  Basketball  Team  of  the  23rd  Sqdn. , is  trying  to  keep 
his  . team  on  top.  Lieut.  Boyd  ca’used  the  upset  of  the  season  when  he  led  the 
72nd  Bombardment  Souadron  team  to  a v;in  over  the  strong  23rd  team. 

Boxing  started  off  with  a bang  under  the  direction  of  Lieut.  Thora'pson,  the 
Post  Boxing  Coach,  Results  of  the  first  smoker,  held  Oct.  28th,  were  as  follows; 

23rd  Bombardment,  60  points;  72nd  Bombardment , 50;  4th,  50th  and  65th  Obs. 
Sqiadrons,  40,  20  and  15  points,  respectively.  Pvt.  Mitchell,  of  the  50th  Obs. 
Sqdn.,  a recent  arrival  from  Ft.  Be  lining , Ga.  , was  the  star  knuckle  duster. 

On  October  21st,  the  Field  was  treated  to  an  exhibition  of  super  wrestling, 
at  which  time  "Al"  Karasik  met  and  defeated  "Ball"  Montana.  The  groan  and  grunt 
struggle  was  very  interesting. 

The  Field  Volleyball  Team  is  leading  the  Sector  League  with  3 games  won  and 
none  lost.  Remaining  gaiies  are  with  Forts  Kamehameha,  DeRussy,  Shaf  ter  and 
Armstrong. 

Captain  Ulysses  G.  Jones,  formerly  Commander  of  the  50th  Observation  Squad- 
ron, deqiarted  Oct.  24th  for  his  new  station.  Upon  the  departure  of  the  CHATEAU 
THIERRY,  which  also  carried  Capt.  Join  P,  Temple,  both  were  given  a final  fare- 
well and  "Aloha. " 

Captain  and  Mrs.  Carl  F.  Greene  and  1st  Lieut.  Charles  G.  Brenneman  were 
recent  arrivals  here.  Capt.  Greene  was  attached  to  the  Hawaiian  Air  Depot  and 
Lieut,  Brenneman  to  the  50th  Observation  Squadron. 

On  Oct.  15th,  the  4th  Observation  Squadron  re:''urned  from  Waimanalo,  where 
they  had  been  for  Field  Training.  Lliile  there,  the  Squadron  was  engaged  in  a 
heavy  and  extensive  schedule  in  aerial  gunnery  on  ground  targets,  low  altitude 
combing  and  radio  communications.  Several  officers  participated  in  aerial  gun- 
nery and  bombing,  and  tlie  official  scores  showed  Lieut.  G.W.  Peterson  as  high 
man  with  a score  of  643,  In  Event  I.  Lieut.  D.D.  FitzGerald,  Squadron  Commander, 
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was  the  best  in  Event  IV,  with  a score  of  504;  and  Lieut.  D.Z.  ZiraraermazL  won 
the  horahing  v/ith  148  . The  Squadron  also  participated  in  a night  reconnaissance 
mission  over  Pearl  Harbor  for  the  -purpose  of  locating  trans-ports  or  landing- 
parties  by  the,  use  of  -pyrotechnic  illuminants  and  furnishing  information  there- 
by gained.  Three  planes  of  this  Squadron  took  part  in  this  mission,  with  Lieuts. 
Zimmerman,  Ofsthun,  Dodson,  Eavrlings  and 'Peterson  talcing  turns  as  pilots  and  ob- 
servers. ©le  mission  v;as  performed  in  a very  comi-nendable  fashion. 

We  are  sorry  to  announce  that  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Donald  W.  Titus  are  ordered 
back  to  the  mainland.  Kie  Hav/aiian  climate  did  not  agTee  v;ith  Lieut.  Titus, and 
he  v;as  forced  to  leave  our  midst.  Lieut.  Pay  0.  Dice,  who  has  been  with  us  for 
just  a fe\i  weeks,  was  transferred  to  the  50th  Observation  Squadron. 

Hawaiian  Air  Depot,  Luke  Pield,  T.H.  The  Air  De'pot  was  the  center  of  acti- 
vity during  October.  In  addition  to  the  routine  duties  of  the  various  de-part- 
ments  , a general  cleanup  was  inaugurated,  v^rhich  prepared  for  a tour  of  inspec- 
tion from  the  Commanding  General,  Hawaiian  De-partment.  Everything  was  -painted 
and  shined  until  every  last  vestige  of  dust  and  dirt  had  been  removed,  and  xfhen 
the  General  made  his  ins-pection  every  s'pot  in  all  the  sho’ps  was  immaculate.  Of 
course,  we  were  not  exactly  slovenly  before  the  ins'pection,  but  there  were  cor- 
ners that  had  not  seen  light  for  some  time.  Such  corners  are  a thing  of  the 
'past,  and  everything  was  literally  gone  over  with  a fine  tooth  comb. 

The  activity  seemed  contagious,  and  a spirit  of  neatness  and  cleanliness 
permeated  the  whole  De'pot.  Each  section  attem-pted  to  outdo  the  other,  with  the 
result  that  each  was  well  nigh  perfect.  There  is  some  talk  now  among  the  civil- 
ian employees  of  getting  the  .standard  air-port  vfhite  jum'pers  for  wear  in  the 
sho'ps.  They  conteimplate  having  the  -name  of  the  organization,  Engi*neering  De-part- 
ment,  H.A.D.  , sev;ed  on  the  backs  of  the  suits  in  red.  0?his  idea  originated  in 
the  Ins'pection  Department  and  is  meeting  with  a'p'oroval  all  along  the  line.  It 
is  about  the  only  thing  that  is  needed  to  make  our  shops  on  a .par,  as  far  as  a'p- 
pearance  goes,  v/ith  the  most  u-_;;>-tc~date  and  modern  sho'ps  in  the  country. 

The  Do'pe  and  Fabric  Department,  after  a wait  of  four  years,  have  at  last 
started  a do'pe  storage  building.  The  foundation  has  been  laid  and,  using  old 
airplane  crates,  the  construction  of  the  building  is  going  forr/ard  at  once.  The 
present  Do'pe  and  Fabric  building  is  badly  infested  \7ith  termites,  and  for  the 
information  of  those  on  the  Mainland  who  have  never  seen  termites  in  action,  v;e 
can  say  that  they  thrive  on  wood  a.nd  frame  buildings.  Often  it  is  impossible 
to  tell  that  termites  are  at  work  until  some  rafter  crumbles  and  it  is  discover- 
ed that  the  v/hole  interior  has  been  eaten  away.  All  of  the  nev/er.  construction 
in  the  Islands  is  guarded  against  termite  infestation  in  various  ways,  such  as 
treating  vrood  with  creosote  and  raising  all  buildings  on  concrete  bases. 

On  October  16th,  Lieut.  F.H.  Robey,  Mr.  D.L.  McClelland  and  Mr.  Charles 
Smith,  of  the  De-pot  Supply,  flew  to  the  Island  of  Kauai  to  inspect  servicing 
equipment  at  Fort  Allen  landing  Field. 

The  fechine  Shop  com'pleted  61  jobs  on  work  orders  and  about  180  on  instruc- 
tion slips  during  the  month. 

During  October,  the  Final  Assembly  accora'plished  tv;o  major  assemblies  of  B5A 
'planes,  two  major  overhauls  of  0-19B  planes,  in  addition  to  four  minor  overhauls. 

The  Engineering  De'partment  v;as  intensely  interested  in  the  two~'place 
glider  vdiidi  v;as  recently  com'pleted.  Trial  flights  were  made  which  'proved  very 
successful.  Hews  Letter  report  will  be  able  to  give  some  first  liand  accounts 
of  the  ex'periences  of  the  test  -pilot  and  the  results  of  the  tests. 

Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio , December  12th. 

The  first  delivery  of  baskets  to  the  needy  by  the  Wright  Field  Sunshine  Club 
for  this  season  was  made  Hov.  21st.  The  Club,  conrposed  of  all  Wright  Field  em- 
'ployees  who  contribute  to  the  S-unshine  Fund  (collections  being  taken  up)  each 
Friday),  donated  baskets  last  year  to  an  average  of  35  families  each  week.  This 
year  the  Committee  ho'pes  to  hel'p  a greater  number.  Families  are  re'ported  by 
Wright  Field  eimployees  to  Miss  Lackner,  the  Field  Hurse,  who  investigates  the 
case  a'nd  sees  that  hel'p  is  given  if  the  object  is  vrorthy.  The  baskets  are  made 
U'p  for  distribution  at  the  Field  and  delivered  each  Saturday  morning.  The  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  this  v;ork  is  made  up  of  - Cha'uncey  Jones,  Chairman;  W.W. 
Cummings,  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  Hilda  Laclmer,  Investigation  and  visitation; 
G.E.  Stoll,  pre'paration  of  baskets;  P.P.  Walsh,  delivery  of  baskets. 

Major  J.J.  Davis,  Air  Reserve,  re-ported  for  two  weeks’  active  duty  at 
Wright  Field  December  7th,  and  was  assigned  to  Industrial  War  Plans  Section. 
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Lieut.  A.F.  HegenLer^^er i',.; -.Bissdicker  of  the  Legal  Branch,  and  Newton 
LuraiTi  of  the  Instrument  Unit  flev'  to  Washington  Nov.  16th  for  conference  with 
the  Bureau  of  Standards,  regarding  r re  search  work  on  the  induction  compass.  The 
Engineering  School  flew  to  Cincinnati  in  nine  planes  on  Nov.  18th  to  visit  sev- 
eral industrial  concerns  in  that  city  in  connection  with  their  school  courses.  ■ 

Lt . J .P.  trnitely  visited  Burbank,  Calif.,  to  inspect  the  mock-up  of  a new 
Loclcheed  plane,  going  on  to  Rockjrell  Field  to  ferry  a plane  back  to  Wri/^t  Fid. 

Capt.  A.W.  Stevens,  piloted  by  Lt . J.F..  Philips,  took  off  for  Crissy  Field 
to  photograph  the  Sacramento  and  San  Joaquin-  Valley  with  a viev/  to  preparing 
navigation  cliarts  for  these  areas.  In  this  \70,rk  for  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Sur- 
vey, the  Air  Corps  T-3A  or  five  lens  camera  will  be  used.  It  is  especially  well 
adapted  for  this  work  because  of  the  la^rge  angular  field  included  in  each 
photograph. 

Capt.  L.C.  Hurd,  Air  Corps  Representative  at  the  Curtiss  Co.  plant .Buffalo, 
N.Y. , and  last  year  a student  of  the  Engineering  School,  Wright  Fieid,  arrived 
here  Nov.  27th  for. .a  conference  on  contracts. 

Lieut.  C.S.  Ihorpe  and  jviajor  J.L.  Hakcher,  Ordnance  Dept.,  flew  to  Bolling 
Field  and  Dahlgren,  Va,.  , for  a conference  on  bomb  sight  developments  on  Novem- 
ber 10th.  On  the  same  day,  Dr.  S.M.  Burlca  left  for  Roclcwell  Field  for  a stay 
of  approximately  six  weeks  to  witness  bomb  sigiit  tests  at  that  station. 

Lt . C.D.  McAllister  and  Capt.  D.L.  Bruner  flev;  to  Detroit  Nov.  24th  for  a 
conference  with  General  Motors  Research  Corp.  regarding  landing  light  reflectors. 

Present  at  the  Supply- Engineering  Conference  on  Dec.  2nd  to  hear  Major 
Howard*  s a.ddress  were  I^fejor  Gerald  Brower,  Capt.  Rowland  Blessley  and  Lieut. 

Harry  Johnson,  v;hp  flew  in  from  Self  ridge  Field. 

Major  G-.H.  Brett,  Selfridge  Field,  was  a visitor  here  November  14th. 

Lt.  E.C.  Langmead  and  Lt . H.R.  Wells  went  to  Buffalo  Nov.  12th  to  ferry 
here  two  new  p)rimary  training  planes  from  the  -plant  of  the  Consolidated  Company. 

Capt.  R.C.  Moffatt  left  for  Bolling  Field  Nov.  13th  to  ferry  the  C-4A  to 
T/right  Field.  . ■ 

Lt . P.S.  Kemi^ier  withR.S.  Carpenter,  Electrical  Unit,  flev/  to  Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia,  and. Let erboro,  IkJ.,  and  North  Beach  Airport  for  conference  with 
steel  contractors. 

Three  representatives  of  the  Ernest  Heinkel  Flugzeugwerke , Warneraunde , 
Germany,  Richard  M.  Mock,  Siegfried  Gunter  and  Willy  Swagert,  -were  guests  at  the 
Division  on  November  19th. 

Lieut.  R.S.  Heald  left  November  20th  for  a tour  of  various  Ohio  and  Indiana 
cities  in  connection  v.uth  procurement  activities. 

Capts.  J.G.  Taylor,  A.J.  Lyon,  Lts.  D.W..  Watkins,  J .A. Woodruff , W.G. Smith 
and  A. R. Crawford  visited  the  plants  of  the  Boeing  a.nd  Douglas  Companies,  Seattle, 
Wash,,  and  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  late  in  November  to  inspect  mock-ups  of  new 
airplanes. 

Brigadier- General  H.C.  Pratt  left  for  Washington  November  21st  for  a con- 
ference with  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps. 

Lieut.  R.J,  M''-nty  ferried  in  a new  Pursuit  plane  from  the  plant  of  the 
Verville  Company  to  Wright  Field  on  November  21st. 

'Capt.  A.W.  Vanaman  flew  a YPT-llC  to  Randolph  Field  for  service  test,  Lt. 
B.W.  Ghidlaw  flying  a second  plane  of  the  same  type  to  the  same  station. 

R.S.  Hoffman,  Power  Plant  Branch,  traveled  t-o  "Paterson,  N.J.,  to  vltness 
tests  of  engines  at  the  plant  of  the  Wright  Aeronautical  Corporation. 

Master  Sergeant  David  Samiran  left  the  Field  Nov.  21st  for  Denver,  Colo, 
for  a period  of  outdoor  living  and  rest.  He  viill  be  remembered  for  his  excellent 
work  in  connection  with  the  development  of  the  fuel  segregator  which  is  proving 
exceedingly  useful  equipment  at  the  field  and  elsewhere.  It  is  hoped  his  health 
will  be  completely  restored  by  the  western  sunshine  and  good  care. 

Lieut.  R.J.  Minty  flew  to  New  York  to , carry  out  tests  on  a Sperry  automatic 
pilot  installed  in  the  C4A  airplane  and  to  take  an  automatic  pilot,  formerly  in- 
stalled in  the  plane,  to  company  headquarters  for  adjustment . 

Lieut.  J.L.  Davidson,  a student  of  last  year’s  Engineering  School  class, 
was  transferred  from  the  Armament  Branch  to  the  Technical  Data  Branch.  He  re- 
turned recently  to  Wright  Field  after  a period  of  temporary  duty  in  Washington. 

Capt.  Bruce  Hill  left  for  New  York  Nov.  30th  to  witness  a demonstration  of 
map  contouring  methods  made  by  the  American  Geological  Society. 

Major;  L. A.  Walton,  former  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Engineering  Division  at 
McCook  Field,  is  at  present  on  temporary  duty  at  ?Jright  Field,  and  it  is^.good  to 
see  him  about  among  his  old.  associates.  On  December  -7 th  he  flew  to  Washington 
for  a conference  with  the  diief  of  the  Air  Corps.. 
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On  Ihanksgivin{;:-morniri{^  the  Self-ridge  Foothall  Team 
• wound  up-  its  season  hy  defeating -tile  Oak  Cleaners  of  Royal 
Oalc,  .Mich.  , 32  - 0.  Last  year  this  team  ^ms  runner  up  in 
the  Detroit  Industrial  Serai-Pro  League,  and  this  fall  had 
already  defeated  last  year's  champions.  However,  Self ridge 
outplayed  the  visitors  and  had  little  difficulty  in  stopping 
. ‘ their  attack. 

\^/bi  The  first  :score  was  made  on  the  opening  kick-off, 

/f  which  Saums  ran. hack  for  a touchdovm.  Soderstrom  kicked 
/ the  extra  point,.  Early  in  the  second  quarter,  Tathara 
scored  on  a pass,  hut  missed  the  extra  point.  In  the  same 
quarter,  Saums,  receiving  the  hall  on  his  40-yard  line, 
started  a tricky  run. down  the  field,  and  after  reversing  his 
run  three  times,  crossed. the  goal  line.  StroS§°?S^the  third 
quarter  and  early  in  the  4th  Berger  completed  a pass  for  a 
touchdown. 

Tlie  Self  ridge  Foothall  season  was  completed  with  six 
victories  and  one  defeat.  Victories  were  scored  against  the 
Marine  City  Merchants,  12-6;  Scott  Eield,  6-0;  Port  Huron 
Merchants,  32-20;  Eenten  Athletic  Cluh,  44—0;.  Michigan  Avenue 
Merchants,  ,29-0  and  Oalc  Cleaners,  34-0.  The  lone  defeat  was 
sustained  at  the  hands  of  the  University  of  Detroit  Ereshmen, 
0-12. 

— oOo 

Chanute  Eield  defeated  Scott  Eield  in  a hard  fought 
battle  on  Hovemher  29th  on  a muddy,  slippery  field,  hy  th4  score  of 
7-6.  This  is  the.  first  time  in  history  that  Chanute  has  ever  heaten 
Scott.  The  touchdovm  was  made  in  the  final  period  when  Chanute 
blocked  a kick  which  rolled  hack  over  the  goal  and  was.  recovered  hy  Joe 
Stinchcomh  after  Charlie  Colemaii  and  a Scott  Field  man  had  missed  it . 
Lester  kicked  the  extra  point  which  gave  Chanute  a one  point  lead  over 
Scott  and  incidentally  the  game. 

Scott  made  the  first  touchdown. early  in  the  first  quarter  when  , recovering 
a blocked  kick  on  Chanute 's  ten- yard  line,  they’ cdrried  the  hall  over  in  a few 
plays.  A forward  pass  for  the  extra  point  was  knocked  down. 

Slow  in  getting  started,  Chanute  made  no  progress  in  the  first  half,  hut 
in  the  second  half  their  plunging  hacks  tore  holes  through  the  Scott  line. 

Most  of  the  gains  made  .'by  Scott  Field  were  on  long  end  ,iuns  and  passes. 

After  Chanute  raa,de  the  touchdown  and  kicked  off  to  Scott,  thelatter  team 
opened  up  with  an  aerial  attack,  marching  up  the  field  on  a series  of  passes  to 
Chanute ‘s  ten- yard  line.  Here  a Chanute  Field  end  intercepted  a pass  and  ran 
it  hack  to  the  50- yard  line.  Chanute  started  a march  down  the  field  to  what 
appeared  another  touchdov/n  when  the  final  whistle  blew. 

So  ends  the  season  for  Chanute  Field  - a mediocre  season  turned  into  a 
successful  one  hy  defeating  Scctt  for  the  first  time  in  history.  Chanute  won 
three  games,  lost  three  and  tied  two. 

__-.o0o — — 


Self  ridge  Field,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich.,  December  .8th. 


SELFRIDGE  FIELD  HAS  A FIRE,  WRITES  ABOUT  IT  AHD  WINS  AIR  CORPS 
NEWS  LETTER  MEDAL 


Outstripping  all  entrants,  even  the  Blatant  Ballyhoo  from  the  Correspondent 
of  a certain  post,  located  22  miles  east  of  Nev/  York;  the  Pigeon-Pushing  Press- 
men of  Scott;  yea,  even  Lieut.  Eareckson's  hot-hot  line,  the  Selfridge  Field 
Correspondent  of  the  News  Letter  wins  this  publication's  Semi-Occasional  Prize* 
for  Rhetorical  Endeavor. 

The  prize  winning  sentence  is  the  underscored  one  of  the  following; 

"One  of  the  few  remaining  old  wooden  hangars  was  completely  destroyed  at 
Self ridge  Field  on  December  8th  when  fire,  which  broke  out  in  the  furnace  room, 
quiclcly  spread  to  other  parts  of  the  'building.  The  hitter  chill  of  a ovintry 
^ecemher  day  was  tempered  as  the  flames.,  - feasting  ravenously  on  the  dry  wood  and 
pgaver  hoard  hangar  Of  wartime  construction,  rapidly  engulfed  the  entire 
structure. " 

J The  prize  consists  of  the  collection  of  Xmas  hills  of  the  News  Letter  Editorial 
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Bat  to  go  on  viith  this  story  in  a serious  vein  - our  Corresuondant  goes  on 
to  say  that  the  fire  v/as  started  hy  the  explosion  of  a plumber’s  pot  uhich  -was 
being  lighted  in  the  furnace  room  of  the  hangar.  This  plumber’s  pot,,  of  an  ap- 
proved type  used  in  the  Air  Corps  for  heating  airplane  motors,  was  being  ignited 
preparatory  to  starting  a recalcitrant  motor  in  a plane  on  the  flying  line.  The 
pnt  had  just  lighted  and  was  being  lifted  from  the  floor  when,  from  a cause  unde- 
termined, it  exploded,  painfully  burning  Staff  Sgt.  Raymond  Whitehead  and  Sgt . 

Pord  M.  Sv;iney,  who  were  handling  it. 

Due  to  the  inflammable  material  from  which  the  building  was  constructed, the 
flames  rapidly  spread  in  siDite  of  all  the  post  fire  apparatus  v;hich  was  brought 
to  bear  upon  it.  Attention  was  turned  to  getting  out  the  airplanes  and  equip- 
ment, and  with  heroic  efforts  all  airplanes  and  most  of  the  equipment  were  re- 
moved. Soon  nothing  remained  except  the  concrete  floor  under  smouldering  ashes. 

The  hangar  was  one  of  the  original  post  buildings  built  during  the  war  pe- 
riod, It  was  due  to  be  torn  down  shortly  to  make  way  for  new  construction. 

The  Commanding  Officer  of  Selfridge  Field  received  the  following  letter 
from  Mr.  Morton  C.  Page,  Secretary,  Exchange  Club,  Board  of  Relief,  Mt.  Clemens: 

"It  is  with  deepest  appreciation  that -we  extend  our  thanks  for  your  contri- 
bution   for  the  relief  of  the  families  of  the  unemployed  of  Mount  Clemens. 

It  is  gratifying  that  we  have,  the  support  of  your  organization  and  that  you 
have  displayed  your  confidence  in  us.  We  assure  you  that  the  money  will  be 
used  judiciously  at  points  where  it  will  do  the  most  good  for  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  people." 

17th  Rirsuit  Scfuadron;  On  Nov.  29th,  Captain  Hoyt  returned  from  Walter  Reed 
General  Hospital,  where  he  had  been  since  September  1st,  undergoing  a kidney 
operation  and  convalescing  therefrom.  All  officers  \velcomed  the  Captain  with 
much  enthusiasm  after  his  long  absence. 

Lieut.  Coolidge  had  a slight  disaster  while  returning  from  a cross-country 
to  Chicago  on  Nov,  29th.  His  story  is  tliat  the  weather  closed  down  on  him  and 
that , together  with  darkness  fast  approaching,  made  him  decide  to  set  his  fast 
Purship  ship  down  immediately.  As  he  stated  in  his  own  .v'ords,  "I  deemed  it  ad- 
visable to  land."  The  field  was  a bit  rough  and  rolling  upon  landing  his  left 
wheel  gave  way.  On  his  second  landing  the  other  \7heel  collapsed  and  he  finally 
ended  up  on  his  back  after  skidding  along  on  the  "Belly  Tank."  The  ship  was 
washed  out,  but  Lieut.  Coolidge  escaped  unhurt  and  wiser. 

Five  regular  officers  reported  to  the  Squadron  the  past  month  from  Kelly 
Field  - Lieuts.  Schlatter,  l/,ason,  Blanchard,  Castle  and  Birnett.  Two  Reserve 
officers  also  reported,  Lieut6.  Hughes  and  Wilson. 

Lieut,  StrurOo  decided  that  automobile  designers  need  coaching.  Not  liking 
the  looks  of  his  Paclcard  roadster,  he  tried  to  alter  its  lines  with  a tele'phone 
pole  rampant  on  the  radiator.  He  met  with  too  much  success  and  so  traded  for'  a 
Buick.  The  Buick’s  lines  v;ere  soon  changed  by  contact  with  another  car,  and 
Lieut.  Strunk  drove  for  some  time  v/ith  goggles  instead  of  a windshield.  He  says 
it  makes  his  hair  curly.  Everyone  eagerly  awaits  nev;  developments  in  design 
from  this  master  craftsman. 

The  17th  Squadron  nov/  occupies  half  of  one  of  the  new  hangars  - sharing  the 
whole  with  the  36th.  Tlie  old  hangar  of  the  17th  is  over-run  with  the  fire  de- 
partment and  the  house  for  disabled  hand-ball  players. 

36th  Pursuit  Squadron;  On  Nov.  . 20th,  the  36th  sponsored  one  of  the_^most  at- 
tractive dances  of  the  winter  season.  The  dance  was  the  first  to  be  held  in  the 
new  Officers’  Club  since  its  completion.  The  Club,  which  was  formerly  the  Com- 
manding Officer’s  quarters,  was  attractively  decorated.  A:nong  the  guests  was 
Miss  Katherine  Fechet,  who  v/as  paying  a brief  visit  to  Selfridge  Field. 

Captain  E.C.  Whitehead,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  36th,  accompanied  by  Lts. 
Vaupre,  Sillin  and  Franklin,  spent  several  days  in  northern  Michigan  at  Canip 
Skeel,  the  aerial  gunnery  cam^p  of  the  First  Pursuit  Group,  v/here  they  service- 
tested  a wing  gun  installation  in  an  XP-IB  airplane. 

On  December  3rd, , the  Squadron  lost  one  of  its  officers  by  transfer  when  Lt . 
Emmett  F.  Yost  departed  for  the  Hawaiian  Department. 

Since  the  last  News  Letter,  the  Squadron  gained  a number  of  new  officers,  al? 
recent  graduates  of  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center.  Three  Regular  Army  officers 
were  assigned  and  nine  Air  Corps  Reserve  officers  attached  during  the  month. 

27th  Pursuit  Scfuadron;  November  offered  to  the  Squadi’on  the  usual  numoer  of 
flying  days,  the  usual  number  of  airplanes,  and  the  same  deplorable  lack  of  al- 
lotted time.  For  the  first  twenty  days  of  the  month,  pilots  stormed  the^ Opera- 
tions Office  demanding  time,  and  received  time  — sitting  around  the  office. 

Tnsnksgiving  cross-countries  relieved  the  monotony  finally,  and  most  of  our 
pilots  were  successful  in  failing  to  return  because  of  bad  weather.  Lieuts. 
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Swain  and  Meyers  enjoyed  a week*  s leave  in  J'letcher,  H.C.,  while  on  an  overnight 
cross- country.  Lieuts.  Schott  and  Pay  successfully  explained,  an  extended  stay 
in  ITew  York.  Lieut.  Ramey  took  off  Uov.  23rd  with  General  Parker  for  Hew  York, 
Philadelphia  and  Washington.  Ihe  General  returned  to  Selfridge  Nov,  28th,  en- 
tirely rested/'and  unhappy  from  a long- train  ride.  Lieut.  Ramey  returned  two 
days  later  with  a story  of  fog  in  ldgev70od  Arsenal.  Capt.  Blessley  made  a trip 
to  Seattle,  Wash. , to  attend  a conference  hoard  on  the  new  P-12IC.  Lieut,  Smith 
took  his  usual  monthly  leave  to  New  York. 

Preparation  for  Thanlcsgiving  activities  hy  some  of  the  new  wives  in  the 
Squadron  brought  about  an  astounding  disclosure.  There  are  no  beans  in  the  Air 
Corps  Supply.  This  is  an  exam'ple  of  the  horrible  shortcomings  of  some  of  the 
de'partments  of  our  Corps  and  should  be  called  to  the  attention  of  those  in  au- 
thority. This  Squadron  intends  to  taJ^e  its  stand  unsupported  as  we  may  be,  and 
"when  we  go  home,  look  into  our  wives’  eyes  and  say  ’Today  w^e  have  demanded 
beans  for  the  Air  Corps  Supply, ' " 

The  Squadron  Thanlcsgiving  dinner  Vius  attended  by  Mrs.  C.R.W.  Blessley  and 
children,  Bill,  Jack  and  Betty;  Miss  Melba  Cox,  Lieuts.  Allemang,  Piper,  McGuire, 
Ecidiart,  Bradley,  Holton  and  Mr.  Allemang. 

94th-  Pursuit  Squadron;  During  the  first  part  of  November  the  Scfuadron  wel- 
comed five  new  officers  from  Kelly  Pield  - Lieuts.  H.M.  McCoy,  B.W.  Davis,.  J.B. 
Adams,  J.P.  liuffat  , and  E.H.  Schlauser. 

No  doubt  these  officers  feel  as  though  they  are  flying  not  at  all  after 
leaving  the  School,  where  they  had  loads  of  time,  and  landing  here  at  Self ridge 
where  they  sit  on  the  ground  most  of  the  time.  Of  course,  this  cannot  be  help- 
ed, and  they  are  looking  forward  to  the  Springtime  and  Maneuvers,  joping  to  get 
in  the  time  they  so  much  desire.  Everybody  welcomes  them  and  wishes  them  the 
best  of  luck. 

Hgrs.  Plight  B,  16th  Obs.  Sadn. , Lawson  Field , Ga. . Dec.  5rd. 

This. Plight  comipleted  its  ipractice  and  record  bombing  during  November. 
Training  flights  were  made  as  follows;  Radio  missions,  camera  gunnery,  recon- 
naissance and  cross-country. 

Cooperative  missions  were  flown  for  the  Infantry  School,  as  follows;  . 

Nov.  4th,  5th,  9th  and  30th,  Lieuts.  Holland  and  Skow  - Drop  and  Pick  Up  Mes- 
sages; Nov.  6th,l0th,  12th, 20th  and  24th,  Lieut.  Brownfield  - Tow  Target; 

Nov,  17th,  Major  Rader  - Reconnaissance;  Lieut.  Ba.rnett-  Reconnaissance;  Nov. 
25th,  Lts.  Brov/nfield  and  Skow  - Drop  and  Pick  Up  .Messages. 

Six  flying  days  were  lost  during  the  month  due  to  a combination  of  heavy 
forest  fire  smoke  and  fog. 

This  organization  received  one  new^ Pield  Servicing  Truck,  Type  B-3,  to  re- 
place the  antiquated  hand  pumping  of  gasoline  and  hand  pouring  of  oil  and  water 
system  previously  in  use.  (Now  bring  on  the  next  Port  Benning  Motor  Transport 
Show). 

With  a nev;  type  road  grader  smoothing  out  the  kinks  in  our  field,  and 
steel  bins  and  shelving  being  installed  in  the  Supply,  we  are  gradually  getting 
into  shaxDe  to  go  through  the  winter,  looking  forward  to  the  hope  of  receiving 
contemplated  appropriations  for  extensive  building  and  improvement  plans;  for 
next  Spring. 

Major  Jones  and  Captain  Giles  flew  in  to  inspect  this  organization  during 
November,  The  resultant  "skin  sheet"  ha.sn*t  arrived  as  yet,  but  vie  don’t  anti- 
cipate a great  shock. 

On  Nov  24th,  Pvt.  Williamson,  pilot,  with  six  passengers  from  Uaxviell 
Pield,  had  a forced  landing  with  a Y-lC-14,  due  to  a broken  rocker  arm  shaft, 
about  three  miles  north  of  Lawson  Pield.  As  no  spare  parts  vieve  available  at 
the  home  station  of  this  x^ls-ne,  the  mechanical  force  at  Lawson  Pield  fabricated 
a rocker  arm  shaft  which  enabled  the  plane  to  proceed  to  its  destination. 

Additional  military  personnel  to  pass  through  Lawson  Pield  by  air  during^ 
November  were  Ivfejor  General  Puqua,  Chief  of  Infantry;  Major  Hume  Peabody,  Assist- 
and  Commandant  of  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School;  Major  Candee,  Captain  Blackburn, 
Lieuts,  Barker,  Walker,  Mills  and  Hansell , all  cf  Maxwell  Pieid,  and  Lieut. 
McNiel,  Regular. Army  Air  Corps  Instructor  of  the  Alabama  National  Guard, 

Bolling  Pield,  D.C.,  December  5th. 


On  November  24th,  Lieut.  R.K.  Giovannoli  and  Sgt . Bernard  Walsh  made  para- 
chute junips  from  a C-4A  airplane,  piloted  by  Lieut.  L.S.  Stranathan.  Lieut, 
biovannoli  used  a^ standard  parachute  and  Sgt.  Walsh  a Triangle  type.  It  was 
lound  that  the  Triangle  chute  landed  more  slowly  than  the  Standard  type.  With 
the  shortage  of  flying  time,  we  are  all  contemplating  getting  some  time  in  the 
air  by  this  method. 

•G(.  November  23rd  and  24th,  ap'proximately  forty  Medical  officers  visited  the 

Jield,  were  shown  over  it,  and  given  "hops"  by  Lieut,  Stranathan  and  Lieut. Willis 
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in  the  C4~A  and  IJorthrap  air-planes . ■ , 

Lient.  J.A,  ??illis  ferried  a BT  plaiie  to  Kelly  Field  Nov.  25th,  returning 
hy  rail , 

Major  Davidson  was  the  Bolling  Field  representative  at  the  Supply.  Confer- 
ence held  at  Wright  Field. 

The  officers,  enlisted  men  and  their  families  enjoyed  their  Thanksgiving 
Dinner  at  Bolling  Field,  T;hich  was  held  in  the  Detacliment  Mess  Hall. 

Saturday,  Nov.. 28th,  the  .Emergency  Crew  had  a stag  party  on  the  post.  Gen. 
Fechet  and  Gen.  Foulois  were  guests  of  honor;  The  party  was  a hig  success. 

Lt.  Cousland*  s -prize  basketball  team,  composed  of  enlisted  men  of  Bolling, 
has  so  far  run  its  games  won  up  in  the  tv'e-nties  with  only  one  defeat.  T.hen  the 

tournament  season  begins  this  winter,  it  is  e:x-pected  and  ho’ped  they  will  con- 

tinue their  fine  performances, 

115th  Obs.  Sciuadron,'  Calif.  Nat^l  &rard,  Los  Angeles,  Dec.  8th. 

Participating  in  the  civic  memorial  services  on  the  morning  of^Armistice 
Day,  the  Scruadron  flew  formation  over  the  Olympic  Stadium  at  that  time,  and  over 
the  city  and  s-urro-unding  towns  afterward.  In  the  afternoon  aerial  pliotographs 
were  taken  of  the  crowd  at  the  Stadium  attending,  the  football  game  betv/een  the 
University  of  California  and  St.  Iviary's,  also  of  the  U.S.  Battle  Fleet  at  anchor 

in  Los  Angeles  Harbor  at  San  Pedro.  IVro  planes  were  sent  up  to  Ventura  for  the 

day  to  hel'p  the  American  Legion  there  put  on  a good  Armistice  Day  show. 

It  is  with  heavy  heart  that  we  refer  to  the  death  on  Nov.  12th  of  our 
Plight  Surgeon,  Capt.  Elmer  E.  Langley.  Coming  to  us  two  years  ago  fi-om  the 
Washington  Nationtil  Guard  Aviation  Unit,  he  ver^'-  soo'n  endeared  himself  to  us  by 
his  uiderstanding,  -patience,  jolly  dis'oosition  and  ability.  He  attended  tv/o 
active  duty  training  camps  with  us,  and  there  made  innunerable  friends  in  the 
Division.  He  was  a successful  -practicing  -physician  in  Los  Angeles,  and  was 
Flight  Surgeon  for  the  Department  of  Coraiiierce  Aerona-utics  Branch.  He  leaves^ a 
large  n-umber  of . sorrowing*’ friends  both  here  and  in  his  old  home,  Spokane.  His 
widow  has  been  -presented  with  a memorial  plaque  from  the  officers  of  this  Squad- 
ron, commemorating  his  duty  with  us  and  em"pre~ssing’  the  organization’s  res'pect 
and  admiration  for  him. 

On  Nov.  22nd,  a formation  of  3 -planes  took  part  in  joint  maneuvers  with  the 
Air  Corps  Reserve  of  Long  Beach,  Calif.  Our  ships  were  given  the  mission  of 
acting  as  I'ight  bombardment  on  a sur-prise  attack  on  a railroad  bridge  near 
Uplands,  Calif.,  about  50  miles  east"of  Los  Angeles.  The  Reserves  re-presented 
the  defending  Pursuit,  and  operated  in  three  flights  of  three  ships  each,  their 
object  being  to  interce-pt  and  -prevent  the  attack.  Aimiy  and  Navy  judges  acted 
as  aerial  observers.  Decision  was  awarded  the  National  Guard. 

On  Su'nday,  Nov.  29th,  Headquarters  Co.,  160th  Inf.,  Calif.  N.G.,  had_^a  com- 
munications detacliment  at  our  regular  drill  -period  during  the  morning,  and  work- 
ed with  our  planes  via  radio,  pick-up  messages,  drop  message  and  ground  -panels. 
Field  telephones  were  also  used.  Ex’cellent  ezuerience  was  derived  by  both  units 
through  these  combined  o-perations. 

On  pec.  Sth,  f-lve  0-38  planes  were  sent  to  Imperial  Valley,  250mlles  from 
Los  Angeles,  to  partici'pate  in  joint  aerial  maneuvers  with  9 BT-2  -planes  from 
the  Air  Cor-ps  Reserves  based  at  Long  Beach,  Calif.  The  115th  Obs.  Scuadron  rep- 
resented friendly  defensive  forces,  its  mission  being  to  -photograph  several 
points  along  the  way  held  by  the  invading  forces  v.ho  had  -penetrated  from_ Mexico, 
and  to  attack  at  a giyen  time,  as  light  bombardment,  an  enumy  concentration  of 
Infantry  encamped  at  '^alexico  on  the  Mexican  Border.  The  Air  Corps _ Reserve,  in 
three  flights  of  three  -planes  each,  represented  the  defensive  Pursuit , ^ their  ob- 
ject being  to  intercept  the  Bombers  and  -prevent  the  destruction  of  their  own 
Enfant ry  camp. 

Saturday  afternoon  saw  the  completion  of  the  problem,  in  the  presence  of 
Regular  Air  Corps  officers  and  Naval  Reserve  aviation  o-fficers  as  aerial  judges. 
All  forces  based  at  the  Im-perial  Co-unty  Airport,  Brawley,  Calif.,  overnight,  wh 
where  they,  were  entertained  by  local  authorities,  returning  to  their  home  sta- 
tions the  following  day. 

This  is  the  second  joint  problem  to  be  carried  out  between  the  40th  Division 
Aviation  and  the  Air  Corps  Reserve,  the  first,  two  weeks  previous,  involving  the 
destruction  of  an  im-portant  railroad  bridge  near  U'-plands,  Calif,,  which  included 
problems  of  cross-country,  reconnaissance,  formations,  interception,  attack  and 
defense  tactics  and  correct  reading  of  ma'ps,  etc.  Both  Squadrons  and  the  -parti- 
cipating -pilots  received  extremely  -practical  .ex'oerience  and  -plan  to  cont A'aue  ohe 
joint  maneuvers. 

oOo 

The  11th  Observation  Squadron,  Texas  National  Guard,  Houston,  Texas,  hj^s 
been  well  re-presented  in  the  major  aeronautical  Sanctions  of  this  part  of 
State,  includi-ng  the  o'pening  of  the  Fiiaxton  Air-port,  the  Rededication  of  the 
Hcfuston  Air-port,  and  attending  the  Hfeson  M.  Patrick  Trophy'-  Race  at  Galveston. 

The  Squadron  also  -participated  to  the  extent  of  five  0-38 ’s  in  the  Convention 
of  the  36th  Division,  which  was  held  at  Dallas,  Texas,  October  24th, 
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SIIGOESTIOUS  EOR  THE,  IMPROVElfflT  OF 
AIRCRAFT 'mHTEHAHCE  AND  TECHNICAL  RECORDS,  REPORTS  AND  FILES 

The  last  pages  of  the  Air  Corps  News  Letter  are  now  being  titilized  "by  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  Cor'ps  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  all  Air  Corps  activities  and 
personnel  various  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  aircrsat  maintenance  and 
more  accurate  preparation  ^d  maintenance  of  technical  records,  reports  and 
files.  The  last  pages  of  the  Air  Corps  News  Letter  are  used  for  this  purpose, so 
as  to  permit  interested  activities  and  personnel  to  detach  these  pages  from  the 
Air  Corps  Nev/s  Letter  and  maintain  them  in  a separate  folder  for  their  own  infor- 
mation, reference  and  ap;olication,  whei'e  desired. 

This  is  the  third  article  published  to  date,  and  the  comments  and  recommen- 
dations of  all  interested  personnel  are  desired.  Suggestions  for  the  improvement 
of  these  articles  and  complete  information  on  station  aiid  organization  methods 
or  systems  employed  to  facilitate  Operations  and  Engineering  -work  are  especially 
desired.  Correspondence  reporting  the  above  information  should  be  addressed  to: 
Cliief  of  the  Air  Corps, 

Attention,  Chief  Inspection  Division, 

Washington,  D.C-. 


PARACHUTE  IDENTIFICATION 

Daring  a recent  technical  inspection  of  Fiazwell  Field,  Montgomery,  Ala. , by 
a representative  from  this  office,  the  following  method  of  identifying  parachutes 
was  noted; 

A small  white  cloth  pad,  approximately  6 inches  wide  by  8 inches  long,  was 
sewed  to  the  upper  end  and  on  the  inside  of  the  back  pad  on  each  parachute.  This 
pad  bore  the  name,  rank  and  station  of  the  individual  to  which  assigned  painted 
or  stenciled  thereon  in  black . as  follows: 


WILLIAM  A.  rniTE 
1ST  LIEUT.  AIR  CORPS 

MAXr;ELL  FIELD 
MONTGOMERY,  ALA. 

The  above  makes  an  excellent  and  immediate  identification  for  parachutes 
and  is  much  better  than  x^lacing  this  or  similar  information  on  the  harness 
where  it  is  difficult  to  locate  and  read.  The  installation  of  such  identifica- 
tion pads  on  all  parachutes  now  in  service  is  recommended. 

RECORD  OF  EXPENDED 
GA.S0LINE  EXEIvIPTION  CERTIFICATES 


Par.  4,  War  Dept.  Cirailar  No.  39,  dated  July  31,  1930,  reads  as  follows: 

"Standard  Form  44  and  General  Accounting  Office  Standard  Form 
No  . 1066  will  be  made  up  into  books  containing  20  of  each.  These  books 
will  have  symbol  letters  and  serial  numbers,  and  offices  to  which  they 
are  issued  will  be  responsible  for  the  safe-keeping  and  proper  use  of 
such  books.  Each  office  will  be  prepared,  uiDon  request  of  proper  au- 
thority, to  account  for  all  books  v;hich  have  come  into  its  custody." 

In  order  to  simiplify  the  accounting  of  these  certificates,  it  is  recommend- 
ed tiiat  a form  similar  to  the  following  be  prepared  and  maintained  for  each  book 
of  these  forms  received  at  each  station. 


RECORD  OF  EXPENDED  GASOLINE  EXSl^TION  CERTIFICATE 


X.C.  Snvelo'pe 
Number 

Certificate 

Number 

E>:pended  by 

Issued  to 

Date 

3 

90001 

Lt . R.A.  Smith 

Standard  Oil  Co., 
Augusta,  Ga. 

11-10-31 

3 

90002 

Capt.  B.N.  Jones 

Capitol  Oil  Co. , 
Kokomo , Ind, 

12-1-31 

The  above  informekion  can  be  obtained  by  operations  personnel  from  Form  No. 
1066  remaining  in  the  book  upon  their  return  by  -pe^’sonnel  to  whom  issued. 

The  above  form  may  be  maintained  on  separate  sheets  or  in  a luled  book  or 
ledger  as  desired  but  in  all  cases  should  be  a permanent  record  in  the  office  to 
which  the  books  were  issued.  V-6218,  A.C. 
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Bie  following  Technical  Orders  and  Letters  have  heen  distrilnited  since  the 
last  issae  of  the  Air  Corps  hews  Letter  on  December  4,  1931; 


Date  and  ho 

11- 16-31 
TO- 01- 1-34 
11/16/31 
TO-02-1-8 

11/27/51 

TO-02-1-18 

11/24/31  . 

TC-08-5-1C 

11/27/31 

TO-08-1-2 

11/23/51 

TL-31-189 

10/28/31 

TL-31-274 


11/25/51 

TI/-31-285 

11/21/31 

TIr-31-287 

11/25/31 

TIr-31-292 

11/30/31 
TL- 31-294 
11/25/31 
TIr-31-295 

11/25/31 

TIr-31-296 

11/28/31 

TL-31-297 

11/30/31 

TL-31-298 

12/3/31 

TIr-31-299 

12/1/31 

TO-00-0-9 


Subject 

Installation  of  oil  Thermometers 


Distribution 

General 


engines  requiring  replacement  General 
cr^inJccase  sections,  or  connect- 


Disposition  o 
of  crankshafts 
ing ■ rods . 

Service  carburetor  specifications. 


General 


General 


Aircraft-Radio-Disconnector  Units . 

Inspection  and  removal  of  dry  batteries  in- 
stalled in  elec.-rical  comuni  cat  ions  equipment 
Inspection  of  detaclable  blade  propeller 
hubs. 

Uruipping  of  Engines  in  the  Air  Corps,  except  Wright,  Chanute  and 


General' 


General 


those  used  for  Primary  Training  and  Liberty 
Engines,  with  radio ' shielding,  if  not  so 
equipped. 

Replacing  of  lion- ventilated  type  spark  plug 
shields,  type  REL,  Drawings  Uo . A-3747,  with 
the  ventilated  type. 

Surge  Chamber  for  dampening  out  oil  pressure 
fluctuations  on  all  tj^as  of  V-1160  and 
V-1570  engines. 

Corrections  to  Stroraberg  carburetor  Army 
setting  chart,  marked  for  revision  as  of 
January  1,  1932. 

Denatured  alcohol. 

Oil  seepage  in  starters  installed  in  P-12 
series  of  airprianes. 

Replacement  of  needle  valve  seats  or  restric- 
tions by  ball  check  needle  valve  seats  in 
Stromberg  tjqpe  M-Y5E  carburetors. 

Inspection  of  Valve  Gu.ides,  Part  #0-6110,  on 
early  V-1570  series  engines. 

Ihltlple  and  single  lens  iDho  to  graphs 

Minimum  oil  temperatures  for  i-inter  opera- 
tion on  airplanes  equipped  with  air-cooled 
type  oil  coolers. 

Monthly  Index  of  Technical  Instructions 
oOo— — 


all  Deuots. 


General 


All  activities  equip- 
ped with  these  en- 
gines on  11/21/31 
General 


General 

Boll ing , Langl ey , March 
lilathe  r , Maxwell , Wrighi 
Self ridge  & all  denote 

Middleto^vn.^’airfield, 
San  Antonio, Hawaiian 
De'pot , Chanute  & RAD. 

PAD , IvAD , SAD , RAD , and 
Chanute . 

All  Photographic  acti- 
vities at  RA.  statioiif 

General 


General 


The  following  Air  Corps  Cirailars  and  Air  Corps  Circular  Letters  have  been 
published  and  distributed  since  the  issue  pf  Air  Corps  Circular  0-2A,  Subject; 
lAimerical,  Index  to  Air  Corps  Circulars,  dated  October  1,  1931. 

AIR  CORPS  CIRCULARS 


Humber 

Subject 

Date 

Gir. 

15-63 

Air  Corps  Eon.i  Ho,  5,  Individual  Plight  Record 

10-14-31 

Cir. 

35-4 

Enlisted  Pilots. 

12-5-31 

Cir. 

40-3 

Routine  Reports, 

11_3CU31 

Cir. 

40- 5A 

Appointments . 

10-24-31 

Cir. 

60-9 

Acrobatic  I'feneuvers  Performed  v;ith  Air  Corps 

Airplanes 

10— 6— ol 

Cir. 

65-5 

Tlie  Air  Corps  Supply  System 

11-34-31 

Cir. 

65-14 

Submitting  Samples  for  Test,  Identif ica.tion, 

Etc. 

' 10-7-51 

Cir. 

65-14A 

Submitting  Samples  for  Test,  Identification, 

etc . 

10—23—31 

Cir. 

65-26 

Stationery  and  Office  Purniture 

11-21-31 

Cir. 

90-1 

Requisition  and  Use  of  L/Iaps 

11-18-31 

Cir. 

115-1 

Air  Cor-ps  Historical  Records 

10-28-31 
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Stencil  Ho . 


W~1991,  A.C. 
W~1990,  A.C. 
Vi-1998,  A.C. 
W-2000,  A.C. 
W-1996,  A.C. 
W-2003,  A.C, 
W-2002,  A.C. 
W-2004,  A.C. 
W-2006,  A.C. 
W-2007,  A.C. 
lIT-2008,  A.C. 
W-2011,  A.C. 

T/V-2014,  A.C. 
Vi-2018  , A.C. 
W-2021,  A.C. 


Sub j e ct 

Restricted  Plights  of  Aircraft  during  Yorktovm  Centennial 
Cross-country  Plights  in  Excess  of  500  miles 
Glider  Plying  Accident  Hot  in  Line  of  Duty 
Promotions 

Proposed  Av^ard  of  Trophy  for  Plying  Efficiency 
Per  diem  Travel  Allowances  of  Civilian  EmxAoyees 
Military  Credit  Toward  Retirement  of  Civilian  Personnel 
Ax^pointment  of  Civilian  Personnel 
Per  Diem  Travel  Allowance  - Civilian  Exployees 
Data  Heeded  to  Comxolete  Pomns  2806  for  Piscal  Year  19ol 
Transfers  and  Details  of  Civilian  Snployees 
Civilian  Thrployees  Pormei*ly  Emergencj’'  Officers  and  now 
on  the  Emergency  Officers  Retired  List. 

Cheney  Award  for  1931 
Purchase  of  Service  Credit. 

Transfers  and  Details  of  Civilian  .Enployees 
oOo — “ 


Date 


lOu.1-31 

10-3-31 

10-20-31 

10-21-31 

10-23-31 

10-28-31 

10-29-31 

10- 30-31 

11- 6-31 
11-9-31 
11-12-31 
11-12-31 


11- 20-31 

12- 8h31 
12-15-31 


ADDITIOHA.L  HOTES  FROM  AIR  CORPS  PI  ELDS 
San  Antonio  Air  Denot,  Duncan  Pield,  Texas,  Dec.  16th. 

The  rtincan  Pield  Welfare  Association  has  been  reorganized  by  the  personnel 
of  this  Dex^ot,  having  for  its  special  object  the  furtherance  of  the  President’s 
Unemployment  Relief  Program  through  cooioeration  with  the  civic  welfare  organiza- 
tions of  the  City  of  San  Antonio  in  relieving  s-offering  among  the  community’s 
unemployed  and  needy  this  winter,  by  distribution  of  food,  clothing  and  fuel, and 
much  good  work  has  already  been  done  along  this  line  by  this  organization,  which 
represents  a personnel  of  650. 

Tlie  Headquarters  Office  of  the  Depot  has  been  moved  from  the  building  which 
it  formerly  occupied,  at  the  center  of  the  Depot  Reservation,  to  Duilding  ilo.44 
on  the  Prio  City  Road,  formerly  the  Headquarters  of  the  Air  Corxos  Training  Center. 
This  move  was  necessitated  by  the  i^rogress  of  the  new  construction  now  under  way 
for  the  Engineer  ShoiDS  Building  of  the  De-pot. 

During  the  month  of  Hovember,  the  Engineering  De'X)a,rtraent  of  the  SaB  Antonio 
Air  Depot  overhauled  and  repaired  the  following  air-planes  and  engines 

Ai-rplanes  overhauled  - 2 A-3,  3 A-3B,  4 0-2H,  1 0-17,  2 0-19B,  2 P-IC, 

1 P-ID,  1 P-IE,  2 P-IP,  1 3T-1,  5 BT-2B,  2 PP-3,  3 P1U3A,  Total  29. 

Air-planes  Re-paired  - 2 A-3B,  1 XO-14,  4 0-19B,  1 '0-25A,  2 0-25C,  1 0-38, 

1 P-IP,  1 C-7A,  1 C-9,  1 Y1C^15,  1 F-1,  1 HS,  Total  17. 

Engines  Overhauled  - 21  V-1150,  10  R-1690,  9 R-790,  5 R-975,  5 R~1340, 

Total  50. 

Engines  Re-paired;  5 V-1150,  12  V-1650,  1 R-1340 , 1 R-1750,  3 R-790,  Total  22. 

Lieut-Col.  A.G.  Pisher,  Commanding  Officer;  Caxot.  E.V.  Harbeck,  Jr.,  Chief 
Engineer  Officer,  and  1st  Lieut.  C.E.  Thomas,  Jr.,  Deijot  Su'pply  Officer,  of  this 
Depot,  returned  o-n  December  6th  from  Wright  Pield,  Ohio,  where  they  atte'nded  the 
Annual  Engineering  and  Supx:ly  Conference  held  in  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the 
Materiel  Divisio-n.  Cax^tain  Harbeck  also  visited  the  Middletowa,Pa.  Air  Depot 
to  confer  with  the  Commanding  Officer  thereof  on  sho'p  methods  used  in  the  overhaul 
of  equipment, 

J.M,  Bailey,  Aeronautical  Mecha.nical  Engineer  of  the  Rockwell  Air  Dex^ot, 
Rockwell  Pield,  Calif.,  visited  this  DexDot  Hov.  28th  to  December  3rd  on  tera-xDorary 
duty  for  the  pur-pose  of  observing  engineering  shox^  methods  in  use  here. 

On  a week-end  hunting  tri-p  to  Medina  Lake  on  Dec.  12-13,  Lt.-Col.  A.G. 

Pisher,  our  Commanding  Officer,  with  Lie'ut.  T.H.  Chapman,  and  party,  re'ported 
great  success,  orinxing  home  a fine  bag  of  ducks. 

Warrant  Officer  and  Mrs.  Charles  Chester  de-parted  Dec.  3rd  for  two  monthd’ 
leave,  visiting  in  San  Diego,  Calif,  ^'^arrant  Officer  Chester  is  under  orders  for 
foreign  service  in  the  Pliili-p-pines , to  sail  from  San  Prancisco  on  February  4th, 

He  has  been  on  d'uty  at  this  Depot  since  January,  1921,  and  for  the  past  ei^t 
years  was  Cost  Officer,  in  charge  of  the  Air  Corps  Cost  Accounting  System  at  this 
Depot,  The  best  wishes  of  the  personnel  of  the  De-oot  go  with  Mr.  and  !vlrs  .Chester 
for  ha-ppiness  at  their  new  station.  ' V~6218,  A.C. 
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